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l. ~·!o bovo noted, in the no count of intervention 

in S1bor1n (Report ;.:o . 83 , EistorioaJ. 3cction {G.3. ), A.H.Q., 

20 Cot 59.), that British forces londed at Baku and Batuo 

in Southam Russia durinc, l!'ovombor, 1918. But those 

lo.ndincs \';era not tho fi:-st venture by the British into 

th1~ area. A short-lived occupation of Dcl...'1.l by troops 

from 1.losopotaaia took place ca.rlior in 1918, and Cunadians 

took po.rt in the operation; this Repo~ is a preliminary 

aooount ot their aotivitios. 

2. The reasons for Allied intervention 1n 

Rucsia have boen exanined. (Ibid.) rle have already so en 

that it was essential to provont German ex:p2o1tation of 

Caspian oil. Furthenioro, tho British were acutely 

intoreGtod 1n the Persian, Caucasus and Caspian rocions; 

for not onJ.y did an advance there by tho Central Powers 

directly a.ffeot their Uosopotrunian oampaicn, but it 

prejudiced tho security of India's i.l'.J.filedinte hinterland. 

Berlin-Datum--Daku--Bokha.ra was a flore danc orou.s enemy 

route to the Indian frontier than Berlin-Boehdad. {John 

Buchan , A HiDtory of' the Great ~·tar , Vol. 4, (J...ondon, 1922), 

298-9.) 

J. Tho .:Ji tuo.tion tollo1;:1nc Russian suspcn!Jion 

of hostilit1o$ in Dooc:cbor 1917 \'/O.S excacdincly complicated. 

Throo pooplec -- the Georcians, the .IU'Denians, and the 
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l . Wo havo noted, in tho account of intervention 

in S1bor1a (Roport l;o . GJ , Historical .3cction (G. S . ) , .A. Il. Q. . , 

20 Oot 59 . ), that Driti~h forces landed at Baku e.nd BatUI:l 

in Southern Ruosia durinc. l~OVOI!lbor , 1918 . But those 

landincs wero not tho fi:-ot venture by the British into 

this area . A short-livod occupation of Dok"U by troops 

fran llosopotarn.1.n took ~laca earlier in 1918, and Canadians 

took part in the operation ; this Repo~"t is a prol1m.1nary 

aooount of their activities . 

2. The roasons for Allied intervention 1n 

Rucsie. have boen exanined. {Ibid . ) We have tlready so en 

that it was essontial to provont German exp2o1tation of 

Caspian oil. Further£ioro, tho British were acutely 

intorestcd 1n the Persian, Caucasus and Caspian rocion~; 

for not onl.y did an advance there by tho Central Powers 

directly affect their ~esopota.mian oampaicn , but it 

prejudiced tho security of India ' s i.rJL1cdinte hinterland . 

Borl1n--Batun.- -Daku- -Bo¥Jia.ra was a nore dancorous cnc.oy 

route to the Indian frontior than Borlin--Bachdnd . (John 

Buchan, A Hintory of the Great ~·1ar, Vol . 4, ( J...ondon, 1922 ) , 

296- 9 . ) 

J. Tho ni tuation tollm·:inc Rus~3ian suspension 

of hostilitio::; in Decc::!bor 1917 r1o.n excecdincly complicated. 

Throe FOOpleo -- the Georcians, the .Armenians, and the 



- I:. -

JO\.. \ ~-\~S 
~Utl. 

A.zcrba1d1o.n. Ta:tors -- conot1tutcd tho majority of tho 
~ I 

mixed population 11vill(!; south or the Caucasus ronco and 

the bo!'dor!l of Turl:cy and Pa:-sia. Russia' :J !)Oli tioal 

oontrol over tho Trons-Cauoacus disappeared o.i'tor the 

Bolshovik Rovolutio~ nnd, throuc;h ano.rohy O!nOil6 tho Russian 

troops, military control collap:Jed. A T~on:J-Caucaolan 

Oovo~nnont ~as formed under the int'lucncc of tho Goorcians, 

poll tic ally tho no!Jt mo.turo or tho pooploo, \:hich 1n 

:!ovcm.bor prooloincd en independent ropublio to include 

Gcorciar1.s, Armenians, and Ta.rtors, denpito rol1c1ous 

difforoncoo and traditional anioos1tios. In .trarch 1918 

caoo tho Drcct Litovcl: Treaty ccd1Il.3 Batu.m, Kars, and 

Ardahan to 'I\:rl:o~r. Outziuc influenoos then oado thez:wal vos 

folt. 'l1ho '1\1.rks advu.'lced and, ic;noring the treaty-terr.is, 

bee;an to seize tho whole Caucasus recion by means of the 

Uool~ inhabitants; Germ.any -- determined to control Ba.h.'1.l. 

and its oil-fields -- could in no-wise permit this. Benet 

by tho rival influences of Turkey and Germony, tho nm·11y 

forE.ed Trans-Caucasian republic collapsed and split up; 

an independent Jt.r1nonian republic of Eri van \'las proclaimed 

in Jay under 'l\lrkish protection; a Tartar ropublio under 

tho Turks, and to include Bo.l.'1.l., was establiohod in the 

saoe month. Geor~ia, on tho other hand, t·tolcomed a 

Gor::ian ex:pcdi tio!?.ar~r :"oroo as rroteotion fron Tu.rl:ish 

invaoion. Daku r:ao tho only Bolshevik stronchold, and 

on thi~ tho Turl:n \·rnro advancing 1n dofionoe of the 

Ger::in.nn. (Ibid. Willi~ Henry Chanberlin, Tho Ruasian 

Revolution , Vol. 2 . (:row York, 1952), 406-11.). 

•.rue ncarc:::t Britizh troop~ r1c~e Dn!all parties 

in Por&ia and tho arL!!.J.in Uesopotmnia , and thoir problo.::lS 

'\'Jore alrcad7 ouff icicntly coraplo:x. Fir::>tly, the roa.d from 

Bo,ehdad to tho Caspiun i::ru::lt bo kept open ae;ni.n!lt Turkish 
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nouroiona frCUJ t he \:est . Thin road , about 630 !:!il cs l one, 
I 

oro:;oed a dovo.stcd a..'ld f~-:i.:.no-!ltr:tc::cn e=ca throuch 

J:hon1qin, Kcr=anshru: , nnc1 1:0.0.ollc.n to Jmzoli , on tho Cas:piD.Il . 

It climbed a suoccw=z.:.on of mountain ranees and \'JXJ i!l. a bo.d 

ntoto or repair , difficult in eood Yma.thor , i!:!pruJsablo in 

bad . Tho to.n.t \'Jan Il!ld c mo1•0 ha::o.rdoun by tho unoor tain 

attituclo or tho tribo~ nlonc tho route , and of tho Por:Jio.ns ; 

ono o ... th.o!lo triboc , tho Jencoliz , on tho ooutll-wostorn 

chores o!' tho Cacpian , \las be inc cncoura.::;cd by Turko-Germ.an 

at;onts and Bol.ohcvL:s , az Y:ell oz tho ro:tre.!lo ncoti on ot 

orzian nationaliztz , to o~poso a.:Ll Bri tish action . Indeed, 

Janeal1 tri boamcn , in co- operation wi th the Dolshevik:J , 

controlled tho o.pproachos to tho port ot Enzeli and \'Taro 

well arnod . .3eoondly, tho advance ot Bolsheviks (o.nd 

lulstrian :prisoners ot t1ar trood by thCl!l ) into the area 

oa!lt or the Caspian must be chocked, or they would join 

\'11th hostile elements there to forI!l a serious threat to 

Mchruiistan and India . :.4- Finally, ~ the Ee.stern front r.as 

to be reotored , tho Caspian and its shippinG nust be under 

Al.lied control , and this neant that Dal..'1.l had to be taken 

o.nd da1'onded against the Turks . (Buchan , Pintor: of the 

Groot \'la.r 1 299- 300. British Ottio1al History, The Cru::rnair-,n in 

1:e3onotomia 1911.:.- 191S., Vol . 4 , 105- 6) . 

5. It v1as cloar at tha becinnine or 1918 that 

s\ll'ticiont British forces ~ore not available fro::i any 

theatre for dispotch to this area. f..s an indication ot 

y;hat an adequate force micht be , the Cauoaouz- Pcrsi an front 

~It ohould bo not ad that this dangor '"'oo cfi'coti voly 
r emoved by a Britin!.l force from r~orth-.Sazt Persia under 
COW.M.U."1<1 Of Unjor- Gcnc:-ul :1 . f.!D.1.lcson uhich OCCUDiCd 
Y:.r~novods.~ on tho Eaztern shore of tho Caspian Ci.urine 
- !ll!~ust 1918. This orc:'ation. althoueh it had i.!:.:::cnco 
political inport~co :?or Britain, is not po.rt of our. 
resent story, ~d \7111 not be fu.rthor described. 
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hc.d boon hold by botu oon 100,000 and 200,000 Ru.czian troops; 
·' 

t:1llllY , indood, i.1or-c ot-11 in Pcrzio., but it WO!l evident that 

thoy coul.d not be r c liod on DUoh lonccr ao an ctrcotive 

barrier to ho~tilo rianot~otion cuztwa....-do. A!lothor barrier 

wao urec."ltly required 1 bl!t ho·:: ··:ao 1 t to bo _ rovidod? It 

coo.mod that to orca.~.ze a local dofonoive force fran 

G 1 1 ,.,,. . cl r.>. • 1 t core ano , /il.'"mcn ons, .~nyrion::: , an •. ucoian vo un cors 

r;ao tho only foasiblc an::;~:or . {T'.110 Ca.:"'lp::iien in 1·0!'.ionotoraia, 

102-J). To thio ona, a Driti~h 1!1fl::>ion to tho Cauoaous \'JU.O 

authorized by tho \'Tar Office on 14 January 1910. At its 

hood \ '/OS 11ajor-Gonoral L.C. Dunoterville , who arrived in 

Boehdad rrora Indio on tho lCth \'Jith orders to proceed to 

Tiflio as British re~ronentative to the Trans-Caucasian 

Government . It \'/as toroooon that ho \'1ou.ld nood 150 offioors 

nnd JOO N.C.Os. -- \'Jho \'/ere the nucleus of Dunotcrforoe --

for the nain purpose "o'f orcan1zi.na, traininc, and loadine; 

nativo troo?S to be raised from the tribes of J\.sia t:inor 

and IEesopotamia ." (Ibid., 104-5. Renert of the r.:1n1stry, 

O.L.F . C. 1918, 20.) 

6 • . To Dunntorforoa , Canada contributed 15 

o'fi'iccrs and 26 N.c. o~. , o~ "atronc oh~actor, adventurous 

opirit , espooiaJ.ly cood sto.raina , capable of orcanizin.g, 

tro.ini.nc , and eventually leadinc;, irrecu.lar troops" . ("The 

Dunste:-foroc ~1 , file G. A.<i . 10-28). All oaoe rron the 

Canadian Corps ( Ellthouch three uho \'/ere nedioally unfit 

\';oro replo.oed in Encland ) and loft tho Western Front for 

Enc;l.and on 13 Janufil'y . Officors beloY/ tho rank of captain 

, \'Jore mo.do actinc; ca:>t oinn, while junior n. C. Os. and men 

beca.oo a.ctinG norcoo.nt~. In London the Canadian oontincent 

·o1nod other::; fro.";l tho Britioh, Australian, now Zealand, 

o.nd South .Afric cn f orccn , toc othor riith a. party of fourteen 

Ru!:lsian officer=:; a'1d ono Persian. Tho aio., tlloy t·1oro told, 
,:-1 ./ 

1~ ~ 

~(1 v) ·~L,.,,,t~· ~ 11) 
~, I ( nv-·· ··1 • 
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apart frO!J tra1ninc o..."ld loadi.nc, r.ruJ ~o Jl=Otcct the Bal..-u 

o1lf1olds , to operate e.cainst tho Tur~z frO.t:!l tho oa:Jt, a.;id 

"to hold tho Batu.m--Tifl1:::--3aku-- Krll!lnovodsk line to 

JJ:'chonioton" -- all 1n all , on ambitious pro.:;ra.ru.mo . (Ibid . ) 

It \'Ja!l not until 2 Mnroh that tho Y/ootcrn 

Front oontineont, includinG tho Cano.dio.ns. rca.chod Bll.3ra.h 

1n 1.'ooopotrunio.. At Bo.sro.h the lone voyo.eo up tho rivor 

Tieris to Baehdad beea.n , all parties usscoblinc in oo.r1ps 

aouth of the oity by tho end of Carch. Tho journey passed 

plcn~antly anou.ch for tho Canadians, for a large percentoc;e 

ot tho officers and orcy10 of the ri vcr ore.ft \'Ins mo.de up 

or British Coluobians ·* Reunions trnre numerous and 

ontcrta.ininc; . (Ibid . , Letter, D.n.s . from ex-c .s .M. 

R. rT. Gornw all , 17 J.:ar Jl . ) 

s. Moam1hile Dunstorville had left Bachdad 

with a snal.l staff at the end of January , hopine to be in 

Ba1.'"U - then under the control Of the Trans-Cauoa.sian 

Govornmont - a fortni~t lator . He was delayed at 

Ilamo.dan by bad \'loather and the necessity for undertak1nc 

famine relief . Tho s·,.Jift onrush of events which follo·\'/od 

Broat Litovsk found him still at HaIJ.adan; chaotic conditions 

prevail ins in the Caucasus prooluded an om·1o.rd journey 

to Baku en route to Tiflis . lie ,.,as ordered to ram.a.in in 

Persia• where ho began to orcanize and train local levies 

and ef~eot road improvements usine for those tribesman 

unfit for oilitax7 service . (Tho Carmaic:n in Mononotgnia , 

106-7, l.16. 119.) 

~some 5 officc::-::i an<l 2J other ran!-:z '·;ero provided b7 
tho c .:: . ::. 1n Sncland for spccicl. service in :: ozopota::ia. 
Thay Y:cro obtained :r~o:! pioneer~ recruited in B.C . (let 
Ovo~ocrul Ca..~adia.!l Pio~ccr Dcta1la , Vonoouvcr) and attached 
to L"lland .... ater Trancport R. :: . for ~·;ork on tho T1cri::l. 
They ~orvcd for t~cc year~ after arrival in July l'l16. 
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9 . E".ron in Pc:-oia , circ~~tancc::; wcro not 

ro3Dcur1ng , end Dun~tcrville rcquo3tod roinforce:!ents . 

I.oco.l brico.nds robbed and rm.rdorcd \'1ithout hindranco alone 

tho lonol7 po.D!;OC . DCJ'!'to~nlizod Ru.ccia.n.c , OO!nplotoly 

bolnhovized , v1o.ndcrcd o.t will throuchout tho nroo . 

li'o:r.J.no ztall::cd the land . Jangali tribocmon , Au.otr1an­

tra1nod and Corman- led , wore antr1do tho road t o Enzoli, 

\'!hilo a hundred cllen to tho wcDt , in the nounto.ins of 

Kurdistan , the ODOro~ions of a Tu.rl:inh o..rtl.7 throatonod 

tho lino ot c~~unicatio!l . (Captain ;.'!. :·;. t:urro:;r, " Canadians 

in Du.?l5tcri"orce" , Canoti1an Defence Cuartcrly, January 1931, 

2l.5- 16. ) 

10 . Into thic tlE.lclotrOll the Canodiann marched 

via Ko~anshah, thenoe to Hmnado.n throuch the Asadabad 

Prum in the Pistoko~h Eountains . They joined Dunsterville 

durinG tho early po.rt of July, and \'Jere at once dispersed 

to placate distant tribes , train local levies , supervise 

road construction , and to protect and pol ice tho road to 

F..coadan . ( ''The Dunntort'orce", file G. A. Q.. 10-28) . 

Tveother \'Ji th local forces , a br1Gade \7as beina form.ad at 

li.o.ondan from Chr1at1an .Assyrians who had fled thither in 

J\.tly following a na.soacre by Turks and Kurds in :Kilrdistan 

\1h1oh oo::;t ovor 40 , 000 11vea . Seven Canadians playad a 

r::u:uU"ul part 1n the :protective rearcuard which ua.o hastily 

i!::l:proviscd by Dunstor~oroe to enable the l\zsyrians to 

roach Hru::mdan ("Canadians in Dunstorforce" , c.D.Q., April 

1931, 380-1). One RusG1an force renal.nod loyal to the 

/J.lieo - that of General Dioharo.koff who hnd himzclf 

turned Eolshovik a month boforo on beinc the only moons 

of rotaininc a foothold in thin rccion . Ho accepted tho 

po3t of the CO.!I!Oo.ndcr of' tho Rod Army in the Caucasus, 

\'1hich did not prevent hiz continued oo-oporation with 
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Dunstorv!lle . A ConcGion, t:a.Jor H. :: . Hcr.1coobo, \.Ja::J ordered 
.• 

to join Bich.o..rakoff, ~ub~cquontly ocoompo.n:;rinC h1m throueh-

out tho C::i.uo(l!)u::; . He i8 ,· so far os 1::; kno\·:n , tho only 

Co.nnd1a.n who ever sc.\·; ooti ve servioo \'Ji th tho Ilcd Ju:T:Jy . 

(Ibid . 385 • The Canno.i. :n in l ;osonotnnio, 183) . 

11. On 20 July, the JancD.11 force or nbout 2500 

attocl::cd n 500-rnon Er1 ti sh dotachmont o.t Resht, near E.nzoli . 

They were boa.ten off, and thoreai'tor co.::im.unioations to 

Enzcli remained ur.disturbod. Five days later, Bioharokotf, 

c.ssiotcd by a ro:1 officorz and four ar~oured oars rrora 

Dunotorforoe , staecd a coup d'etat 1n Bal."U, \'1hich was 

suocoosful. . The Bolshevik members or the covernmant 

rosiened , and tho new eovornment, teminc; itself Centro:­

Co.spian, handed ovor cuprc::::e military oaomand to 

B1oha.rakof1' , .''Jhose 1'1rst act \'Jn!J to ask tor British aid . 

Durultcrvillc, altholl3h he had rooei vod fet·1 or tho 

reini'oroaments requested a month before , accepted the 

invitation . (Tho Cs.c.nai cn in t:esoT1otrunia, 200-20.3) . 

12. So.no troo!is of the 7th Uorth Staf'fordshire 

a..TTivod at BaL-u from r.nzeli on 4 Aucust . Inspired by 

thoir prosonoo, loca.l forces noxt day repulsed a Turkish 

attack . DurinG tho Diddle of August , the Britinh defence 

force was increased to t\·10 battalions a:J roinforcoments 

arri vcd in i;orth :Persia . Six Canadian officers in all 

proooodcd to Baku. It \'1as necessary to divert sorae 

troopo , 1ntandcd for Baku, to meet a Turkish advnnoe 

frac. Kurdistan which threat onod to cut tho line of 

co.::nuunioo.tions to Enzeli. In Baku, 22 local infantry 

bat ta.lions, tlOstl:r .!..l'~cnian, r11 th a total strencth of' 

cbout 6000, \','ere attc:iptinG to hold a tr1olvo mile lino 

of dctonco. Tho local "~roo:ps uore poorly orc;anizod, ha.d 
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rcr.1 o!'fioorn, a."ld 1-:erc "so lacl:.:..'1.e in d13cipline that thoy . 
loft tho1r po:Ji t1ons t·:hencvcr they plea:; cd", ( Ibicl . , 204, 

212, 2l5) \'1.1110 "~ho dcfcn!li vc- l.itfo \T!O!l poorly cited . 

lJ . 

The line of dcfcnco, 1·1:1ich 1·1az very indofinito , 
lay for t.10 mont :p01-t o.lonr: tho c::."cst oi' otony 
clif:rs, rrcn \'!h.:.ch tho fi::-o \'ID.!l plunt;inG and 
ine:f'fccti vo. Thero ,·;ere very '£0;;,• t:-cnchon , 
such r .:.flo ni tn a.3 cz.:.stcd boir.r; badly si tod , 
and t .... o:-o 1·10n no \!iro. Tho \'.'holo line na.s 
so clo::rn to tho to·;1n a.~d harbour that tho 
enemy eun!) . • • coulcl bombo.rcl tho r;hole place 
without clifficulty . (Ibid., 215) . 

Tho Turks ottac...:od on 26 ..hJ..lQJ.st. Four 

ncpo.rato attacks 11cro ropulcod by the North StcU'ford:::;hire . 

Tho fii'th WM ouocccn1'Ul cm inc; to local · troo_,s ei vine no 

support , \'/hioh enabled tho Turks to brine onfiladine 1'1ra 

to bear cauainG hoovy loscos . So~e cround was lost. 

A fUrthor Turkish nttacl:, four days later, ac;ain cainod 

eround . On Jl .P.ueust , nuosians and Armenians hold their 

pooitions for only an hour in the :raoo 01' another attack, 

whon thoy r.otired hur~icdly . The 9th Royal ',/o.r.·iicl':shire, 

both flanks unoovorcd , \'las oblic;ed to fall book, fic;htinc; 

a reo.rsue.rd notion \'Illich coot it seventy casualties. 

So far tho British ho.Cl clono aJ.l tho fichtinc, tho looal 

troops havinc oonsiztontly fo.ilod to aupport them. 

Captain Robort Harrioon, a Canadian conmandinc the 24th 

lu:monion battalion , found that his unit coanod to exist 

o~ occasions t~oueh the prediapo91t1on or his men to 

scaopor of~ at tho first appearance of the enemy. 

Du.n.atorvillo 1·1as heavily outnumbered. Ile llO\'J had 900 

Britioh troops, including a field battery, and about 1000 

Run.oions on whora he couJ.d roly. Tho enemy \'laD employinc 

6000 roculars and 8000 irrccu.101'!;, 1·1h1le tho to~·;n smor~d 

\7ith one.ey :Jympnthiserz and accnts. (Ibid., 223-4, 225-

229, 2J2. "Canadians 1n ~torforoe", C.D.Q,., January 

1932, 2J5). 

By 12 Scptcnbor the Britinh ho.d 1n Balm tho 
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oquivalont of thrao battalions ••• tl;o 7th rorth Stcffor d­

!lhiro , 9th \/o~ccoto:-nhire , t: a 9th Royal ·:1ar-:liol:sh1~e 

(lo~s ono co~pan;) nnd one Dlotoon ~f the l/4 Eao~shiro . 

To this fo:-co -.1as added 500 of BiohLU:"ru::o1'f ' s mon , \'Ii th ton 

machir.c eu.~s . :ojor Hcwcamba had already- orri ~od 1n Bru..-u 

on 19 JJ.leust , and uos civcn tho job of ~uyrr..aster , field 

cashier , and ohanoollor of tho Bal.'11 cxoho<l.uer . Of tho 

othor Cano.dinno , llo.~or J . ~ 1 . Van der Barg t·1a~ Gi von 

cuporvioion over the entire maohino- eun zituation in and 

a.round Dnku . A third , Colonel John Wardon, boc aL10 Inspector 

of Infantry . A fourth , Captain G. s . F!opl:ins , was assistinc 

in arrane;ine suppliEls . Harrison, as we have seen, was 

de facto oonnander of an Armenian battalion . Captain 

A.H. Gilmour , tho sixth Canadian , ~as dispatched by sea 

on a l:lission to the British f or oo under hlalleoon on the 

eaztern Caspian . '/arned thnt a Turkish attack woul d take 

plo.oo on the 14th , Dunstorville inapooted the line . 

Preparations wore rushed to ncot tho projected onsloucht . 

By the nic;ht of tho 13th he was satisfied that the Turks 

oocld bo hold if tho troops showed the \'Jil.1 to ficht . 

(Ibid ., 2.38 . "Canadians in Dunsterforce" , C. D. Q.; 

July - · 1931, 4-39- 90 ; January 1932 , 238) . 

15 . The offensive becan at da;m the next day. 

Dunsterville ' s niseiv~a wore amply justified . The Turks 

brol::e clean through nn Armenian battalion at tho stroncost 

po.rt of tho lino and the position \'Ins soon hopelo:J:J . 

Only o. ota.nd by tho Dritish battalions , v1hich inflicted 

heavy losses on tho Turks~ , allowed tho British to 

\•:ithdra''' that nicht 1n two a.med ships r1ithout intorteronoe 

·:.Eoti.matod o.t 2000 . British oasualtieo were 125. 
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rro:i. tho enacy . Even t . o .. ,1thdra'.7c.l ·-:~ !'rc.ucht \'Jit.b. 
• 

do.ncor , as tho ::hips !?.ad to !>C.CD U!ldO~ tho C\IDS of tho 

Ruooian float ; one t!·on~port 01a..c f ll-cd on. Tho roroo , 

ho:1ovcr , cot throucll to :::.ii.zeli \'Ji thout l osn of lifo . 

(Tho CaJ'l'l. a.1!1! in ·ononoto..r ' n , 242-S) . 

16. Throo cla:,rs later, orders \'Jore ionuod 

rooalli.nc Gonoral Dunztorvillo and disbandinG his ~~Dsion . 

(Ibid ., 249) . Canadian mo .. "!lborn wore offered i'our ohoiooo 

ot cmploynont - uith irroeularn in tho noar :Zazt , \'Jith 

In.d1an infantry in rosopotamio. or elact·1hore , in a nm·1ly 

for.med r:orth Poraia.'1 force (~iorpori'orco) , or ni th their 

oric inD.1 uni ts in F:l."onco . Tuo officers and t\·10 H. c. Os . 

joined tho irrcculurc, und tho nru=io nunbor rorpcrforoo . 

T'::o officers an.d th.roo r . C. On . loft for tho British 

.tl.litary ~icsio~ to Siberia . The remainder chone the 

i'ourth alternative . ("The Dunstorforce" , file G. A. Q. 

10- 28 ) 

17. Tlle oil at Doh-u \'Jas not destroyed but the 

<lolay imposed by tho nhort- livcd occupation, throuc;h 

readiness to c~~loit events , carved its purpose . Tho Turks, 

rore~oeinc the loD~ o~ their Arabian provinces and look.inc 

to the occupation of tho Cauoaous as canponnation , 

controlled tho oilf i el ds in defiance of a co::1paot l1ith 

Germany -- but not ~til Sopt~bcr . Then , on 30 October 

1918 , tho a.rointico uith Turkey provided for an AJ.liod 

oooupatlon of Ba1.."'11, effected by tho British ?Tor:;;orforoo 

on 17 Novonbor . ('::he Cx:mai r,n in Mc:Jonotlli-lla, 208 , 248 , 

323' 330) . 

lS. Du..~terforco failed to ponotrate to Tiflis 

end novor created Caucac1an f'orcos to hold tho line botuocn 

Batun, Tifl1s and Dal..-u . But tho forco:J Iilusterod in Horth 
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Porsia, t1ildly oxacco1 .. ctcd by local ruoou.r , •;;cro zuf1'1cicnt 
J 

to hold a Tu.rk1oh or~/ 1r~obilo in Yu-di5tan, thll!; 

protcctinG tho ~lank oA t:e ~c~opot~".lia Force and 

diccouracinc ho~tilc penetration to tho Ea.5t . Thouch 

an imoodiato failure , tho operations of Dunstcrrorce ouot 

bo rated an ultirn.tlto suooosn . (Ibid ., 171 , 172, 174, 178-9, 

186, 207 . "Canadians in Dunstorforoo" , C. D. Q., January 

19.31 , 210. ) 

19 . This Report \·:as ccmpilcd by- Capt . J .A. 

S':1attonho.m, R. C. E. 

J / . 
. / /' I ~- ,,, / / 

./ , ;} y/, :. -t t c ~ I t/p:/.r/-1/" 
(Cf;.v.L. l!icholno.n ) Colonof 

<.. Director Historical Section 
·/ 








