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587 . Previous to this time, plans for an armoured 
break- out from 7 Cdn Inf Bde ' s sector had led to a 
stripping of supporting weapons from the left sector (a 
process described by the brigade diarist as "tho r ape of 
9 Cdn Inf Bde" } (Ibid , 12 Jun 44) . But the switch to a 
purely defensive role reversed the procedure , and efforts 
were soon being mede to strengthen 9 Cdn Inf Bde at the 
expense of the other two brigedes . (Message Log , G.S. , H. Q. 
3 Cdn Inf Div, 12 Jun 44 , Serial 38) Most important wa.s tho 
thickening of nnti- ta.nk defences : to this end the division
al anti - tank regiment was re- deployed so as to pleoe two of 
its batteries at the dis~oscl of 9 Cdn Inf Bde . (W.D., J 
Cdn A tk Regt , 12 Jun 44) 

588 . ;..f'ter several dnys , when no battle had 
mQilifested itselr (supra , pera 507) , the situation was 
described by n diarist: 

The battle has , in the main , developed into 
a counter- bcttery one . Our reinfcrcements in 
personnel n.nd equipment have br ought us up to 
strength except for ~bout 35 tanks . We a r e 
ready to re - assume the offensive . At present , 
however , our r ole is~ holding one •••• 

(W. D. , G. S . , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf 
Div , 14 Jun 44 ) 

In truth , it had become a counter-battery battle , in which 
the odds were certa inly agninst the enemy . Seldom if ever 
did he produce a sustained or weighty artillery concentra
tion , whereas his every observed movement br ought down on 
him an instantaneous and heavy volume 0f shellfire . A 
typical instance is recorded of on enemy meal pnrcde , 
"complete with mess - tins , " being mode the tar get of a 
r egimental concentration (W.D., 14 Cdn Fd Regt , June 1944 : 
li.ppx 6 , 14 Cdn· FQ. Rogt Int_ Sulalrry N9 . i , 25. Jun) .. On~ may 
conclude that the enemy's mode of life in forward areas 
wcs not of the most carefree sort . But if nrtillery 
concantrctions on the grand scale were beyond his sphere , 
the enemy w~s able nonetheless to engage in a certnin 
measure of counter- battery fire in rui attempt to limit the 
ef~ectiveness of cur guns . The diaries of field regil!'l.ents 
contain such entries e.s this: "Lt 1500 hrs our daily 
enemy CB shelling" (W.D. , 13 can Fd Regt , 13 Jun 44) . 
In addition , enemy harassing fire wc s directed cgainst 
air lending strips, headqunrtcrs end similar targets ; on 
17 Jun Lt - Col J . R. Vl . T. Bessonette , C .R • .L. S. C., was killed 
when rounds fel.l in his hec.dquci.rters . (Uf. :) . , H. Q. R . c . :~. S.C. , 
3 Cdn Inf Div , 17 Jun 44) It is of interest to note that 
n pr oportion of the eneay ' s shells were "blinds", a 
possible indication of sabotnge . (Message Log , G.S ., H.Q. 
3 Cdn Inf Div , 17 Jun 44 , Serial 56 ; and 25 Jun , Serial 
40; W. Ds . , Hist Offr , 3 Cdn Inf Div , 18 Jun 44; Q. O. R. of 
C , 28 Jun 44; and 13 Cdn Fd Regt , 12 Jun 44) German 
fi r e - power , although inferior as regards artillery , was 
given added weight by the skilful use of mort~rs . To 
counteract the effectiveness of these weapons, a rrcngements 
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were begun to add a counter-mortar staff to H.~.R. C .A. 

(W. D., H. Q,.R.C. Ji.., 3 Cdn Inf Div , 20 Jun 44) 

589 . The arrival of the 49th (West Riding) 
Infantry Division as part of 30 Corps introduced a new 
formation on the right flank of 3 Cdn Inf Div , when 146 Inf 
Bde relieved 69 Inf Bde on 13/14 Jun. ( W . ~., H. Q,. 7 Cdn 
Inf Bde, 13 Jun 44) J,.t this time , 50 (N) Div was holding 
a line from Point 103 (856703) to La Belle Epine , having 
withdrawn its forward elements from St . Pierre . A week 
later , after some severe fighting , 50 (N) Div had pushed 
south to capture Tilly- sur-Seulles and was on the outskirts 
of Hottot . (Clay , ~cit, pp 258 ff) 49 (WR) Div , 
meanwhile , began to make its presence felt on the Canadian 
right flank. On 16 Jun it mo.de a successful attack on 
Cristot, while a simultaneous feint towerd Bronay resulted 
in the occupation of that village es well . (W. D. , H.Q. 7 
Cdn Int' Bde , 16 Jun 44) The attc.ck was given the sup:port of 
three regiments of the Canadian divisional artillery (12 
and 14 Fd Regts , R. C . 1... nod 79 Med Regt, R . 1'.. . ) , which fired 
concentrations in the area of Le Mesnil- Patry . (Messege 
Log, G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div , 16 Jun 44 , Serial 25) 

590. As a result of the·se advcnces on the right 
there seemed good reason to believe thct the enemy was 
withdrawing from Le Mesnil- Patry . This appears first to 
have been suggested by the G. O. C. 49 (WR) Div, and was 
confirmed by information from other sources . (W. D. and 
Message Log , H.~. 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 16 Jun 44) At about 1700 
hrs , therefore , 1 C. Scot R. wa s ordered to send out a 
patr ol south of the Ccien- B-.1-&ux r!lilw~y 1..n cr dcr t c inV"osti
igate the nrea . (Ibid) The patrol , consisting of a ~letoon 
of infantry and three-section of carriers , entered the 
wood (9071) midway between Putot o.nd Le Mesnil ond found it 
empty . The carriers continued forward into the town 1.md 
discovered that it too wes clear of enemy . Much of it was 
in fle.mes a s a r esult of the artillery bombE'.rdment earlier 
in the dcy . At 2200 hrs, "C" Compnny proceeded to enter Le 
Mesnil . (Ibid; W. D., 1 c. Scot R., 16 Jun 44) 1l.B eu.rly 
ns 1735 hrs , R. Wpg Rif had been werned to be r eady to move 
forward at an hour's notice . When word crune thct the 
compnny of 1 C. Scot R. was in position , the order wos 
~iven to advance through Putot-en-Bessin t o Le Mesnil . 
(W. D., H. Q,. 7 Cdn Inf Bde , 16 Jun 44) The leading company 
moved off at 2300 hrs nnd the whole battalion was in 
position by 0400 hrs, 17 Jun . R. Wpg Rif also remarked 
on the devastation ceused by the shelling, end from the 
number of German dead concluded that the enemy had had 
to conduct his withdrawal under this fire . (N.D., R. Wpg 
Rif , 18 Jun 44; the dnte is clearly in error) The pioneer 
platoon at once set to work clearing awey the booby- traps 
and mines with which the buildings had been liberally 
furnished . "C" Compe..ny of 1 C. Scot R. was withdrawn to 
Futot, and by virture of these changes i n disposition th~t 
battalion now becnme the r eserve unit . ( W. D. , 1 C. Soot R. , 
17 Jun 44) In their new e rea in Le Mesnil-Pctry, R. Wpg 
Rif were subjected once more to shelling and mortaring, 
and enemy attempts at infiltration were broken up by our 



- 237 -

artillery . (W . D., R. Y/pg Rif , 18 Jun 44) 12 and 13 Cdn 
Fd Regts had alson:>ved, having been brought forward from 
Bray to positions near Putot and Bretteville respectively . 
Their proximity to the enemy can ba judged from the fact 
that the first t arget engaged by the l atter regiment was nt 
a range of only 1800 yards . (W. Ds ., 12 and 13 Cdn Fd Regts , 
17 Jun 41~) 

591 . Since a period of rest was plainly in order 
for 7 Cdn Inf Bde , arrangemonts were made for 7 and 8 Cdn 
Inf Bdes to exchange positions . Thus it occur red that 7 
Cdn Inf Bde had no sooner ad justed its new brigade area 
(Le Mesnil-Pntry - Bretteville - Putot- en- Bessin) then it 
was compelled to vacate it . (W. D., H. ~ . 7 Cdn Int' Bde, 17 
Jun 44) The changeover was carried out during the night 
17/ 18 Jun , one of the shortest during the year . It wcs 
not merely a case of a reserve brigcde moving into a 
forward position , but was r ather a transfer between two 
areas , both in the face of the enemy . The units of 8 Cdn 
Inf Bde were the first to move . As they arrived in their 
new nr eas , the b~ttalions of 7 Cdn Inf Bde departed to 
occupy the positions vnccted by their reliefs . Thus ~. O . R. 

of c. relieved Regina Rif in Bretteville-1' 0rgueilleuse and 
Norrey-en- Bessin , and the letter thereupon proceeded to Bray ; 
when R. de Chuud hnd arrived in Putot - en- Bessin , 1 c. Scot 
R. moved to Rots and Le Hemel ; and R. Wpg Rif , on being 
relieved by N. Shore R. in Le Mesnil- Patry, moved to 
Lassen and Rosel . By 0700 hrs , 18 Jun, these moves had 
been accomplished without incident despite the do.nger of 
enemy intervention , for during the night tho bnttalion ~reas 
in the Mue valley had been occupied only by r econnaissnnce 

forties . Lucki ly the enemy had chosen to lie dormant . 
W. Ds., H. Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde and 8 Cdn Inf Bde , mid battalions 

17- 11 Jun 44) "B" Squadron, 7 Cdn Reece Regt , was placed 
under the command of 7 Cdn Inf Bde as an interim neo.sure. 
It took up a position at the chateou (945713) , 500 yards 
north of la Villeneuve . ("l. D., E. Q,. 7 Cdn Inf Bde , June 
1944: ~ppx 4, Sitrep, 18 Jun 44) This regiment ' s history 
describes briefly the role of 7 Cdn Reece rtogt during 
the remainder of the month: 

On ~'unday 25th Jun , the ["B") Squadron, 
fully acquainted with Germen ~rtillery fire , 
sniping and night patrols , wes relieved by "A" 
Squadron who had just arrived in Frc.nce . "B" 
Squndron , needful of a r est , .moved to e reserve 
area near Anguerny , under commnnd of 2 Canadian 
1-t.rmoured Brigade , where it remuined for two days . 
It then r eturned to 3rd Division and took over 
from the Highland Light Infantry at Villons- l es 
Buissons . This take- over w~s typicnl of many 
the Regiment was to d~ in the months to come ; 
that is , a squadron taking over the positions of 
an Infantry Battalioq or the Regiment taking 
over from n Brigede . This , of course , wus due t o 
the great number of automatic weapons and fire 
pcwer carried by the Regiment . However , as our 
numbers were approximctely the same P.S the 
Infentry it meant little , or , sometimes , no 
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sleep for the troops . 

(Pavey, 2£ cit , p . 45) 

{b) Plans for Operations 

592 . The details of a proposed attack by 8 Cdn 
Inf Bde wer e arranged en 18 Jun . (W. V. , G.S ., H.Q. 3 Cdn 
Inf Div, June 1944: Appx "G" , 3 Cdn Inf Div Op Instr No . 
l) The oper ati ons of 30 Cor ps on the right flank had 
broucht 50 {N) Div to o line north of Tilly-sur-Seulles . 
In or der to impr ove the cor ps situation , end in line with 
General Montgomery's intentions (tupro , para 530) a now 
attack by 49 {WR) Div , t o t he ees of that town , was de 
signed t o capture Fontenny- le- Pesnel {8767) and Rauray 
{8865) . When Fontenoy was secured, 8 Cdn Inf Bde was t o 
make an advancd in three bounds to capture the high ground 
north of Groinville - sur- Odon -- t he same ob jective as th~t 
for the unsuccessful operction of 11 Jun . This move would 
cover the left flruik of 49 (WR) Div in its capture of 
nauroy . Considering the limited nature of this venture , it 
is per haps a little surpr ising to find that is wns to be 
supported by the fi r e of five field r egiments , two cruiser s 
ond o bnttleship. {Ibid) But on 19 Jun it was announced 
that that attack wns-ca:llcelled . {Message Log , G. s . , H. ~ . 
3 Cdn Inf Div, 19 Jun , Serie l 39) This was occasioned by 
a change in pl cns for the employment of 8 Corps, with whom 
we must now deal . 

593 . The advance purty of 8 Corps Headquurters* 
landed in Nor mandy on 12 Jun . {Lt -Col G. S. Jackson , 
Operati ons of Ei~th Corps (London , 1948) , p . 17) The fir st · 
two divisions of he c or ps to land in Fr c.nc tl -"T ll 1-u-md 
Div and 15 {Scot) Div -- began arriving very shortly 
thereafter , but the c or ps ' r ate of build-up w£rs slow 
owing to poor weRther conditions . (Lt-Gen H. G. Martin, 
The Rister~ of the Fifteenth Scottish Division (London , 
1948) , pp 7 ff; "E.W. I . P . ", A History of 11th Ar mour ed 
Division {B.A. O.R., 1945) , p . 12) The fo rmer division was 
centered near Cully , the l ntter in tho st . Gabriel area . 
From 15 Jun onwe..rd , while the corps was building up in the 
bridgehead , 

594 . 

• •• s ome brief attention was paid to 
pl anning an operation entitled ' Dreadnought ' 
which involved n breakout east of the River Orne , 
by 15 {Scottish) Division and 11 :irmour ed 
Division , through the eastern soctcr held by 
51 (Highland ) Division . In view of the confined 
o.r ec. of the Orne br idgehoad, i t was at length 
deo ide~ tha t t his manoeuvre wo.s not a feesi ble 
pr op03ition , and finally the i dea was abandoned 
on 18th June . 

{Jackson , .Q.E cit , p . 20) 

On 18 Jun , General Montgomery issued the 

*8 Corps wes commanded by Lt- Gen Sir Richar d O'Connor, 
K.C. B., D.s .o., M.C. 
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following directive to Second British J"i.rmy :* 

11. The immediete t ask of this f.:rmy will be t o 
capture Caen, and pr ovi de fl strong easter n 
flank for the Army Group. 

12 . The operations against Caen will be 
developed by mee.ns of a pincer movement fr om 
both flcnks . 

The object will be t c establish t he 8 Corps, 
strong in armour , t o the S. E. of Ceen in 
the area Bourguebus 0761 - Vimont 1561 -
Bretteville- sur- La.ize 0553 . 

13 . Frc.m Vimont northwards the flank of the ar.my 
will be established on the general line 
Troarn - thence a long the R. Dives to thG 
sea o.t Co.bourg . 

14 . The r ight flank of the krm.y , f or ming the 
western half of the pincer movement against 
Coon , will swing s outh- eastwards through 
Aunay- sur- Odon 8351 o.nd Evrecy 9259 towards 
the bridges over the n. Orne between incl 
Thury-Hnrcourt 9447 nnd Amaye-sur- Orne 9757 . 

15 . While carr ying out the operation outlined 
in para 14 it will be essential to ensure 
firm t ouch with the l eft of First US bx.my . 

16. The ~bove operations will be ~9gun on 18 
June, o.nd will work up to e crescendo on 22 
June - on which d~te 8 Cor ps will poss 
through the bricgehead east of the R. Orne 
on its t usk vide par a 12 . 

(( HS) 2151i.21 . 0l6 (D9) : Operations-
21 l;;rmy Group; Directive from 
Cononnder-in-Chief , 21 lLrmy Group , 
to Coznnanders, Second British 
krmy nnd First US i.:rm.y , 18 Jun 44) 

*Commenting l ater on this di rective , which we.s addr ess
ed also to the First U.S . ;..:rmy, Gener ol Montgcmery stl!ted: 
"With all the .Allied forces fucing south the enemy would be 
confronted with a very difficult pr obl em, end it was to be 
expected that he would then make the threat in Normandy 
take precedence OYer other potential threats , including his 
fear of a thrust :.n the Pes de Calais . 'It wos then th~t wo 
might hove a mighty chance to make the German :JX.my come to 
our threat , and to defeat it between the Seine and the 
Loire "' (Montgomery, .£12 cit , p. 61) . 
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595 . The report from 8 Corps that the bridgehead 
east of the Orne was too confined an area from which to 
launch a corps attack, the desire to nvoid wasting the time 
it would involve to undertake preliminary operations against 
the strongly entrenched ene.f!lY to widen and extend .t his 
bridgehead , and the hold- up (due to the weather) of "certain 
essential units and types of artillery o.mmuni ti on" resulted 
in General Montgomery modifying his plnn (Montgomery, £E. cit, 
p . 62) . In a directive issued the following dny he 
ordered : 

It has • •• been decided that the left wing of 
the pincer movement , from the bridgehead over the 
Orne , shell be scaled down and be only of such a 
ncture as ce.n be done by the troops of l Corps 
already there . 

8 Corps will be switched to form part of the right , 
or western , wing of the pincer movement •••• The 
final ob jective of S Cor ps will remain cs given 
in pnr o. 12 of M 502 [ i . e ., as the directive of 
18 Jun 44] , but the corps will advance to this 
objective on the gener ul thrust line: 

St . Mauvieu 9269 - Esquay 9460 - 1.rnaye sur 
Odon 9757 

(Directive from Commander- in-
Chief.;. , £E_ oi t , 19 Jun 44) 

In this same directive General Montgomery ordered the 
operation to begin °at or about dawn on 22 June . 8 Corps 
will be launched on its task on the mor ning of 23 June" 
(~) . 

596 . On receipt of this directive , General 
Dempsey cnlled o conference at Creully . 

At the Creully meeting , General Dempsey , on 
instructions from the Commender- in- Chief announced 
thet he proposed ns s oon ns pcssible to initiate a 
three corps ntt~ck ( though not es a co-ordin~ted 
nrmy operntion) , in which 1 and 30 Corps would 
conduct subsidiary operations , designed 
both to help the mcin effort, end to divert 
the enemy's attention frcm it , whilst tho ncjor 
attack was to be c e.rried out by 8 Corps with its 
fresh , if untried , troops . This would be known 
us Operation ' E~om', and was to t ake plnce as 
soon as possible , being provisionally fixed for 
23rd June . 

(Jacks on, £:Q cit , p. 22) 

1:..f'ter Gener al DClllpsey had outlined his plnn , 

t .. series of stof.f conferences were then 
held with Second Army and subordinate formntions , 
nnd at 1500 hours on 23rd June, the [8] Corps 
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Commander explained the general situation.and his 
plan to all officers in the Corps of the rank of 
lieutenant- colonel and above, at Corps Headquarters 
at Lantheuil . * 

The weather , which in gehe~al had been 
changeable since 'D ' Day~ had greatly hampered 
the unloading of stores and the disembarkation 
of troops . The result was , therefore, that some 
of 8 Corps' subordinate formations, notably 15 
(Scottish) Division were not as yet at their full 
strength , whilst there had also been a teaporary 
ammunition shortage. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

' Epsom' was ther efore postponed , first for twenty
four hours , and then tent~tively to 26th June , so 
that the deficiencies in manpower end material 
could be made good. Formations moved forwar d to 
their essembly areas l\D.d for ming- up points , 
however, on 24th and 25th June, and a t 2205 hours 
on 25th June , confirmation wns recieved from 
Second 11.rmy Headquarters that the oper ntion would 
take place at 0730 hours on the following morning , 
26th June . ~ telephone call a short while after
wards depressed everyone somewhat with the 
information that in view of the steady deteriora
tion in the weather in Englund , the ful l progr nmme 
of air support, nr rnnged between t he R.A. F. and 
the Corps Headquarters , could not be carr ied out . 
This was a considerable dis~pIX>intment , but it 
mnde no difference to the decision to launch S 
Corps into its first battle on the next day . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

597. The main effort of Second J.·.:rmy , the attack 
by 8 Corps , wns to be launched through ~ ~dn Inf Bde ' s 
sector west of the River Mue , and o.s m•'ltioned., would have as 
its objective the establishment of n br~u~ehead over the 
Orne south of Cnen nnd the seizure of the high gr ound 
northwest of Bretteville- sur- Laize . The offensive by 30 
Cor ps -- once , but no longer the mnin effort of the Rr my 
was to be continued; end 49 l1m) Div, in order to ~rotect 
the right flank of 8 Cor ps , was to establish itself on the 
Rauray feature (its original objective in the ~revious plan) , 
and thence to exploit southwards to Noyers and Aunuy- sur
Odon . 1 Corps wns charged with keeping active its 
bridgehead east of the Orne so ns to o.ttr not the enemy t c 
that sector and also to provide a base for n left- flanking 
movement around Caen . This limited oper ation whiohwas to 
be made by 51 (H) Div as a prelimina ry to "E.PSCU", was 

~8 Corps ' plan of oper~tions i s dealt with in some 
detail in Jackson , 2E. cit, pp 28- 32 . 
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named "PERTH" , and was to be launched first . Later, when 
the effect of the oper ations of 8 Corps became apparent , l 
Cor ps was to eli minate the enemy ' s salient nor th of Caen 
and clear the city i t sel f . {{ HS ) 225Bl . Ol6 {D?) : 1 Corps 
Op Instr No . 4 , 19 Jun 44 ) 

598 . For this latter task two separate oper ations 
were envisaged : ( i) Operation ".ABERLOUR", by 3 Br it Inf :Jiv 
with 9 Cdn Inf Ede under co.mm.and , was to clear the salient 
nor t h of Cnen ; {i i ) Operat ion "OTTAWA", by 3 Cdn Inf Div 
and 2 Cdn .Armd Bde , was to capture Carpiquet village . The 
dates of "ABERLOUR" and''OTTJ..WA" wer e of course dependent 
on the progr ess achieved by 8 Corps in Operation "EPSOM" . 
(Ibid) · 

599 . As must inevitably be the case when prepara
tions are under way to set in motion c chain of inter depen
dent operations , there now followed a period of readjustment 
and r egrouping. The first event affecting J Cdn Inf' Div wcs 
the move of 154 Inf Bde to r ejoin 51 (H) Div in the sector 
east of the Or ne . The news of this fo rmation ' s departur e 
from Easly end Ja.nguer ny was not r eceived cheer full y , for it 
was fe l t thnt 9 Cdn Inf' Bde had been left "out on the limb" 
{W.D., H. Q. 9 Cdn Inf Ede , 18 Jun 44) . It was seen that 
the enemy was thus given nccess to two possible "tank r uns 0 

whi ch were now l eft unguarded: one on the right cetween 
Vieux Ca.iron and Les Buissons and cnother on the 1eft along 
the Cnen-Bnsly r oad . To r ectify this situation cer tnin pre
cautions wer e t alken . The mot or battol i on of 4 Br it Armd 
Bde (2 K.R.n .c . ) was disposed astr ide the road in question , 
and on the other flank one company of H. L. I . of C. , with 
a troop ·of 17- pounders , was ordered to move from Les 
Buissons and tcke up a position in the wood northeast of 
Le Vey {984757) . These alterctions , which were completed 
by fir st light on 19 Jun , sealed off , if only lightly. , 
the two danger ous avenues leading into the divisional ar ea . 
{Ibid ; W.D. , H. L. I . of c. , 18 Jun 44} One company of Nth 
N~Highrs was moved back into Villons- les- Buissons to 
fill the sap le:ft in that position. (W.D. , Nth N.S . Highrs , 
1$ Jun 44} 

600 . The next change in disposition aff ected the 
o.rmoured r eserve . Since 4 Br it i..rmd Bde formed part of 8 
Corps it became necessary to shi:ft it to the west into the 
sector fcom which the corps attcc~ would eventually be 
mounted . Thus , on 19 Jun 2 Cdn Armd Ede and 4 Brit .. ~:..rmd 
Ede wer e or dered to exchange positions . {Message Log , G.S . , 
H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div , 19 Jun 44 , Serial 60) The changeover 
began on the foll owing day , with 27 Cdn iil'nd Regt proceeding 
to Colomby- sur- Thcon , a move which was greet ed with delight 
by 9 Cdn Inf Bde . {W. Ds . , H. Q. 2 Cdn ~d Ede , and H. Q. 9 
Cdn Inf Bde , 20 Jun 44) The unit was joined in that area 
by the r emainder of the brigade on 21 Jun . The departur e 
of br igade hendquarter s from Le Fresne- Co.m11 l y was 
sol emnly descr ibed by the diarist : 



- 243 -

f.IJ the two ACVs moved out of the courtyard 
where they had stood for 10 days, the household 
of French wom€n and children came out to wave a 
friendly good-bye . The wo.ving was in full swing 
botlr ways when the ACV cli pped a stone wall , going 
out through the narr ow gateway ; the parting gesture 
was the slow, stately, o.nd complete collapse of 
the wall • • • • 

(W . D. , H. Q. 2· Cdn Armd Bde, 21 
Jun 44) 

601 . Meanwhile 9 Cdn Inf' Bde proceeded.-to ·acquire 
greater depth in its defensive position. This w~s 
ncco~plished by moving H. L. I . of c. out of Villons-les- ~ 

Buissons a l together and placing the battalion scuth of 
Colomby~sur-Thaon , astride the Caen- Basly r oad (9977- 0077) , 
fort.he withdrawal of 2 K. R.R. C. ho.d le:ft this t r oublesome 
avenue open once again . The move wns begun on the evening 
of 20 Jun and was completed by 1000 hrs on the next day . 
The battalion was no ·sooner in position, however , than ordors 
wer e received to dispose the brigade es before , and H.L . I . 
of C. returned fortrhwith to Villons - les- Buissons , leaving 
one company northeast of Le Vey and one company guardins 
the Caen- Basly r oad . (W. D., H. L. I. of O., 20- 21 Jun 44) 
S . D. & G. Highrs and Nth N.S . Highrs remained in Vieux 
Cairon and Les Buissons respectively . This reversal of 
plans followed o. visit by the corps commander, when it was 
decided that the new disposition in depth wns not t o be 
preferred to the more linear one previously employed . 
( Ibid ; W.D. , H. ~ . 9 Cdn Inf Bde , 21 Jun 44) The net result 
of"tli'ese goings and comings was that the enemy, evidently 
suspecting that an attack was f orth coming , heavily shelled 
Villons- les- Buissons duril'.!g the night 21/22 Jun with guns 
of lnrge co.libre . Although certnin casuo.lties were 
sustained , it was remarked that many of the ~ro jectiles 
had failed t o detonate . (W.D ... , H.L.I . of c ., 22 Jun 44) 

602 . Still anothen outcome of the decision to pnss 
8 Cor:s through 3 Cdn Inf Div was that the right boundary 
of 1 CorpS would hcve to be shifted s ome distance to the 
east . Inasmuch as divisional hecdquorters wes located a.~ 

Camilly , o. warning was issued thc.t it must soon move to a 
new site so that it shou1d not ba on the "wrong side" of 
the new boundary . (Message Log , G:. s . H.q . 3 Cdn Inf Div , 
20 .Jun 44, Serial 59) Two days later headquarters was 
opened at the Ch~eau de Tho.on (9777) . (W. D., G.S., H. q . 
3 Cdn Inf Div, 22 Jun 44) ..' ' 

603 . li:fter o long series of conferences end 
discussions , the o;ere.tion orders for ".ABERLOUR" were 
i ssued on 25 and 2b Jun . The Oieration itself was 
scheduled t o commence not before 27 Jun , 1 . e ~ , as soon as 
Oper ation "EPSOM" on the right f lo.nk should hove mode 
sufficient ~regress . The generel intention , as outlined 
above {sutra , ;ara 598) , was thc.t 1 Corps was "to mop up the 
area. nort a.nd northwest of Caen" {(HS) 235B3. 0l6(D2) : 



- 244 -

3...Bri.t Inf. Div o.o. No . 2 25 Jun ~4) •. This t ask was the 
responsibility o:r 3 Brit fnt Div with the following additional 
troops under command : 9 Cdn Inf Ede , 27 Cdn lJ'md Regt , 
two squc.drons of 5 h.ssault Regt R.E. (.£... V.R.E. ), one 
squadron of 22 Dgns (Flails) , and one squadron of 141 R .~ . C. 
(Crocodiles) . The following units were placed in support : 
two field regiments o~ 51 (H) J;nf Div , three field r egiments 
of 3 Cdn Inf Div , 4 A. G. R.11.: ··(two field , three medium 
and one heavy r egiment) , ond units of R.N. Bombardment 
Squadron . Extr a support was to be ~rovided by Navel 
bombar dment o.Ild o.ir O:ttJ:\ck. ·(!2M.) 

604 . The intention of 3 Brit Inf biv was to 
capture the high ground in the area authie-Cussy-St . 
Contest and to exploit forw~rd to the Bayou.x-Caen r oad . 
This was t o be executed in f our phases . In Phase 1, 9 Brit 
Inf Ede was t o co.pture Galmanche- (0073) . ::>uring Phase II , 
while 9 Br it Inf Ede captured St . Contest , 9 Cdn Inf Ede 
was to move forward in conjunction with it from Vieux 
Cairon o.nd Les Euissons t o seize Gruchy and Buron . The 
objectives in Phase III were Authie for 9 Cdn Inf Bde and 
Bitot for 9 Brit Inf Bde . Lastly , Phase IV was to $ee t he 
ccpture of Cussy by 9 Br it Inf B.de while 9 Cdn Inf Bde 
pushed patrols forwurd to the Caen- Ef1YeUX rond . One 
feature of the p l!m r equires explanation . It was plruined 
thct , es a pr eliminary, 8 Brit Inf Ede should first clear 
the area La Bijude- Epron { Oper r.tion "MITTl!N") , so as t o 
prevent enemy interference with the opening stages of the 
main attack . (Ibid ; W.D. , H. Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde , June 1944: 
Appx 2 , 9 Cdn Inf Bde 0 . 0 . No . 2 , 26 Jun 44) 

605 . Here , althcuJ:i involving a viol ation cf 
chronological sequence , it will also be usef'Ul to cons ider 
the plans subsequently drawn up for Oper:ition "OTTh·n1~" , 

which we.s t o follow closely on the heels of " J..BERLOUR". 
In order to appreciate its reletlon to the general situation 
it may be pointed out thet "OTTN/ll .. 0 presupposed not only 
the acquisition of a lar ge ar ea to the west of Carpiquet , 
extending t hrough the Cheux feeture ncross the Odon 
(Operation "EPS OM"), but a lso the r emoval of "the St . 
Contest salient" , north and northwest of Caen (orerat ion 
".ABERLOUR") . These prior advances would c.ssure both a 
firm bese and a secure l eft flo.nk for the a ssault on 
Carpiquet . Indeed , by the time t he divisional operation 
order was issuad ( 28 Jun) , the first of these two premises 
the a dvance by 8 Corps - - had a lrefld y been realized. 

606 . That the c~ptuie of Carpiquet would be the 
r esponsibility of 3 Cdn Inf Div ha.d been recogni zed for 
some time , even l:efore plans had actually become firm. The 
chief point o f discussion seems t o ho.ve been the dir oction 
the attack should fol low . The cor ps instruction of 19 
Jun (at which time arrcngeoents were still in a fluid 
stat e ) hcd specified that the axis of advance was t o be 
from the northwest (1 Cor ps Op Instr No . 1 , 19 Jun 44 , 
£E cit); on the following day a message from B. G. S. , 1 
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Corps, had informed 3 Cdn Inf Div that the cor ps ooJllCla.nder 
considered an attaok on Ca.rpiquet fron the west to be 
"too conplico.ted" . (Message Log , G. S . , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div , 
20 Jun 44, Serial 59) hppnrently the division ' s General 
Staff began the o.ctun1· planning f or "OTThWh" on 24 Jun . 
(W. D. , G.S., H. Q. ) Cdn Inf Div , 24 Jun 44) The operation 
order , which was produced four dr.ys l ater , shows that 
in effect "OTTLJll .. " was t o be a continun.tion of "ABERLOUR", 
in that the attack was t o be based on Authie , following 
the prior capture of the.t village by 9 Cdn Inf Bde . It wes 
thus to come .from al.most due north . (W. ~. , G. S., H. Q. 3 
Cdn Inf Div , June 1944: Appx "L", 3 Cdn Inf Div O. C. No . 2 , 
28 Jun 44) The operation was 'to be c~rried out by 8 Cdn I nf 
Bde, supported by a considernble force of armour and guns . 
The brigade was to o.dvnnce in three bounds across the 
(;n13n-Bc.yeux road o.nd establish itself in Cnrpiquet with 
its forward troops along the southern perimeter of the 
eirfi eld • 9 Cdn Inf Bd e was o.t the srune ti.ci.e to extend 
its pos ition south of ~thie by occupying the village of 
Frc..nqueville , just north of the highway . (Ibid) But 
in time the course of events wns to render it necessary 
to revert to the more ' complicated ' method of attcck 
from the west . 

( c ) of the Cffensive in the Caen Sector, 

607 . Before these final arr ongements hnd beon 
completed , the stage was set for the opening of the series 
of operctions describ0d above . The first of these , the 
limited advance by 51 (H) Div (Operation "PERTH") , 
commenced early on the morning of 2) Jun, after one day ' s 
postponement . 152 Inf Bde successf,(illy attacked end captured 
ste . Honorine- Le Chcrdonnerette (0970 ) . The enemy ' s 
recction , as expected , was vigorous and shar p; and a 
determined counter-cttack by infantry and tanks crontod f or 
a time a critical situation . Dut by nightf~ll the t own was 
still firmly held by the Hic;hlruiders afte r mruiy hours of 
fluctuating fighting . JW.l three brigades of 51 (H} Div 
planned a ctive petrols s o as to induce the enemy to believe 
tha t future ctt e.cks were impending. {Messc.ge Log , G.S . , · 
H. Q, . 3 Cd.n Inf Div , 23 Jun 44 , Serials 53 and 108 ; 24 Jun , 
Seria l 6) 

0

608 . Meanwhile , within 0 Cdn Inf Bde ' s area there 
had been n continual influx of t~ops of 8 Corps who wer e 
making re~dy for Operation "EPSOM". As early c.s 20 Jun , 
of'ficers of 15 (S} Div were visiting battelion 
localities to conduct preliminary reconnaissfillce . (W.Js., 
Q. C. R. of C. , 20-21 Jun 44 : and N. Shore R., 21 Jun 44; 
see also Martin , ~ cit, pp 31 ff) In preparation for the 
advance of this division through their areas , the Oanadien 
troops commenced lifting their protective .minefields . 
(W .D., H. Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde , 22 Jun 44) The grant concentra-

*h map iilustrating 8 Corps edvonce during Operation 
"EPSOM" is attached as .h.ppendix "P" . 

........ 
' 
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tion of troo11s , vehicles end guns-!} , which soon spread even 
into forwnr d nrens, cnuscd the brigede c o!J!il~nder to order 
thnt "enemy infiltr".tion to countered by most vigorous .cie"'.nstr 
(Ibid , June 1944: Appx 2 1 Fatrol Instructions , 22 Jun 44) . 
Specic.l fightins l.)atrols of pl~toon stren3th were despc.tched 
by N. Shore R. nnd q . 0.R. of C. on their res pective b2tt; lion 
fronts . These were chcrged with the t~sk of cnpturinB 
prisoners for purposes of identific8tion , of killing 
enemy sentries , and of pinpointin~ enemy flOrtar , mnchine-
gun und rifle positions so th~t these could be subsequently 
engo.ged by heo.vy wen pons . ( 'f . D. , rt, . C. n. of C. , June 1944: 
Lppx 84 , Pntrol Instructions , 23 Jun 44} Sotisfnction w~s 
expressed over the results obtnined by these rnt r ols 
which were sr.id to t.C'.Ve "kept the enemy on the jump n (W. D., 
H. R, . S Cdn Inf Ede , J:me 1944 ; ~:.ppx 2 , Daily Int Swnmetry , 
24 Jun 44) , Cn 25 Jun , Genernl Keller received from the 
commander of G Corps n letter of nppreci0.tion for the work 
done by thes~ special fi ghting patrols : 

¥.1y DeC'.r Gener a l , 

Thank you sc much for nll the help you a re 
Giving my Corr s r'Jld in p~rticulnr the 15th 
(Scottish) Division who c0.n ' t sny enough in 
gr ntitua.e . 

I know these reconnniss~nces must hcve been 
the devil for your troops o.nd I can only SCt.y how 
sorry I or1 th'l.t they should hnve co.used· cc.suclties . 

I hope, nnd believe , nll will go well in our 
oper~tion provided the Germ~n hns not br ought up 
o. mmber of formr.tions which we know nothing 
nbout . 

Yours ever 

R .1.. O'Connor 

(W. ;) . > N. Shore R., June 
1944; Appx 2) 

Cn the eastern sector of the divisionnl f~ont, p~trolling 

likewise continued to be the most imuort~nt tnsk undertcken 
by the bnttalions of 9 Cdn Inf Dde ,. Until such time c.s 
prepcr2tions should be co~plete for the mounting of 
Operc.tion "...".EERLCUR". It is er.sy to underestim.nte the 

*15 (S) ~iv , attacking on n two brignde front , had 
under command the 31st Trnk Drignde , two squcdrons of 
"Flnils" nnd n squndron of .. "... V. R. Es . "The c.tt~ck w11s t o be 
supported by close on 900 guns , which included the euns of 
three cruisers r~d n monitor . In the b~rrnce nlona 344 
field nnd medium guns were to be employed" (1v1nrtin, £E cit , 
p. 32) . -
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importance of who.t wns described merely as "normal j;ntrol 
activity" . Of o.11 the enemy- held positions facing the 
division , Gruchy rmd Duron were given most attention; 
each night brought fresh inform~tion nbout the enemy in 
und o.round these two shattered vill~ges . (See W. -:J ., H. Q,. 
9 Cdn Inf Bde , June 1944; Lppx 4 , Pntrol Tiellorts) The 
knowledge of the enemy thus lnboriously pieced together 
did much to build up the Intelligence appr eciation of his 
strength end di,s positions . 

609 . The nttnck by 49 (WR) Div• which wns the 
second in the series of oper~tions ~nd ~s such the imm.edi ~te 
pr~lude to "EPSCM" j beg·:m r-. t 0415 hrs, 25 Jun . The first 
objective of 49 (WR) Div , it will be remembered , wns the 
capture of Raurcy , a smnll villaGe on n s pur overlooking 
Cheux . The following day it wns 'to seize Noyers, . thus 
protecting the flo.nk of 0 Corps . "Cone en trot ions rmd r-. 

bnrro.ge from nine field <;nd four medium regiments supported 
the nttnck , plus two com.pr.ni es of 4 . 2" .mortnrs, who 
noutrnlized enemy pockets on the f l nnks" ((HS) 215.A.21 . 013 
(Dll) : 21 .:.:r.my Group , I.rnm.ediete Reports - "Immedinte Re:;ort 
No . 9 s Co.f ture of Fontenny-l e- Pesnel by 49 Inf Div 25/26 
June 1944") Three CC!Iludinn field regi nents provided c. 
smoke screen for the r.tto.ck. ( rr,r . D .

1 
H . f1 . R . C . I •.• , 3 Cdn Inf 

Div , 25 Jun 44 nnd J .. ppx 5) Hecvy mst conditiion , 
supplemented by smoke, r estricted visibility to n minimum. 
However, 

The enemy t oo we.s finding c onditions · 
difficult . Tho Lincolns co.r!le upon about eiGht 
armoured cnrs and hnlf-tr~cks which were trying 
to br enk harbour nnd encountered n Germon officer 
in the leading vehicle who w~s trying to r nlly 
his men by blowing n bugle . A 36 gr ennde put :".Il 
end to this .musica l interlude • • •• 

( "Co.pture of Fontenny-l e -
Pesnel by 49 Inf Div • • •• ") 

610 . The ntt r.cking forces met with severe enemy 
resistcnce in · ~ ontenQy , n.nd by evening confused t nnk and 
infantry fighting wns still going on i n the t own meking it 
impossible for the mo~ont to ~dvence ng~inst Rnurny. 
(Messnge Los , G.S ., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div , 25 Jun 44 , Serial 
199) Fontenny w~s fin~lly cleered by the morning of 26 Jun 
~nd t nnks of G :..r.m.d Bde , su.IJporting 49 (WR) Div, pushed 
on to Rnurny . Thnt evening , aft er Q dny of hocvy fightin~ , 

t anks end infantry reached the out skirts of R~ur~y . It w~s 
not until 28 Jun , however, th~t Rnur~y was firBly consoli-

. d• ted , too l~te to be of great use to 8 Cor~s ' ntt ~ck . 
Sufficient progress hP.d been .mnde by 49 ( Vffi) Div by the 
evening of 25 Jun however, to ellow Oper ntion "ErSCJI" to 
co.mmence the following d~y . 

611 . For the openine; pha s e of cper ction "ErSCM", 
8 Corps numbered upw~rds of 60,000 strong ruid w~s compos ed 
of the following forn~tions : 
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Headquarters 8 Corps and Corps troops 
11 Armoured Division 
15 (Scottish) Infantry Division 
43 (Wessex) Infantry Division 
4 Armoured Brigade 

31 Tank Brigade 
8 A.G.R. A. 

(Jackson , ~cit; p . 27) 

The 43rd (Wossox) Infantry Division was really part of 12 
Corps , and was the first formation of that corps to arrive 
in France . It was placed under command of 8 Corps since the 
second armoured division of 8 Corns ( the Guards Armoured 
Division) had not yet received their tan.ks . 4 .Armd Bde and 
31 Tk Bde, however, placed under command 8 Corps for the 
operation, more than made up for the missing armour of 
Gds Armd Div . 

612 . The intention of 8 Corps was to 

••• break out of the existing bridgehead on the 
front of 3 Canadian Division with n view to the 
Corps forcing crossings over 

(a) The River Odon 
(b) The River Orne 

so thct ~t a subsequent date the Corps cnn be 
positioned on the high ground north- east of 
Bretteville- sur- Lnize , thereby dominating the 
exits from Cuen to the south . 

(Ibid, p . 28) 

The operation w~s to t o,ke place in successive phr.ses : 

( o. ) Phc. s e I 
The cr.pture of the c.ren Evrecy- Esqur.y '."tnd t he 
seizure or construction of crossings over t he 
River Orne . 

(b) Phnse II 
Positioning 8 Corps on the high ground 
north-e~st of Bretteville- sur- Iaize , from 
which nreo. it wr.s in c. posi tion to e xploit 
towQrds Fnl nise i f c~lled upon to do so . 

(Ibid) 

613 . The opening ~tt ~ck wn.s to be l aunched by 15 
( S) Div, which w.'-'.s to secure the crossings over the 
River Odon between Gcvrus r.nd Verson . The first objectives 
of the division were the villnges of St . Mauvieu and Cheux . 
When these h~d been gained , 11 .Armd Div was to attempt to 
rush the crossings over the River Odon nnd estublish 
itself enst of t he river. If t his wcs impossible for the 
a rmour, 15 (S) Div would undo.rte.ke the t c.sk . If for nny 
reason the crossings over the river were destroyed or 
unusnble, units und er commnnd of the division were 
responsible for oonstructing suf fic i ent crossings for the 
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passcge of the armour . Arter crossing the Odon , 11 i.:rmd 
Div was to be prepar ed fi rst to domincte the nr ec EVrecy
Esqucy and then to f orce a pt'.ssnge over the River Orne . 43 
(W) Div "provided the firm base for the Corps , so 
necessr.ry in an oper~tion of this nnture , ::-.nd w~s l~ter to 
reiieve 15 (Scottish) Division in the ; rec of Cheux e nd St . 
M~uvieun (Ibid , p . 30) . 

614 . 8 Corps was given strong ~rtillery support . 
Within the corps , "~ totnl of 240 field guns , 16 medium 
guns , 16 hecvy guns c.nd 24 A.A. guns" would support the 
operation (Ibid) Giving cddition~l weight to this fire
power would~nine field , two medium P.nd one he~vy regiments 
from 1 Corps ~nd four field, f our medium ;nd one he;vy 
r egiments f rom 30 Corps . ( Ihi d , pp 30- 31) ll.11 field 
r egi ments of 3 Cdn Inf Div were involved in either the 
opening bc.rrr.ge or in counter bnttery t '1sks of Oper r.tion 
" EPSOM'1 • (W . Ds . , 12 , 13 , 14, nnd 19 Cdn Fd Regt , 25 Jun 44) 
Three cruisers end n monitor were ~lso to fire in support of 
"EPSOM" . Supplementing the r.r tillery , a heavy pr ogrc:mme or 
~ir ~tt;cks by he~vy , medium. c.nd fighter bombers hnd been 
plc.nned . ,:..s we h::ve seen (supra , pnr ". 596), becv.use of 
weather conditions in E:nglnnd immedictely prior to the 
n.tt n.ck , it was impossible fo.i' the :1.ir Force to cc-.rry out 
~11 its commitments . The fighters ?.nd fighter - bombers of 
83 Group , R._· .. . F . , however, operr.ting from the c.irstrips 
c.nd l nnding grounds* on the be~chhec.d in No.rmcndy , were 
fortun;tely unQffected by ~dverse we~ther conditions . 
(J~ckson , £P. cit , p . 31) 

615 . · i .. t 0730 fil's , prec eded by c:n intense "'.rtillery 
barrrge , 15 (S.) Div commenced to ~dvc.nce on ~- nc.rrow 
front from Le'Mesnil-P~try to Norrey- en- Bessin with 46 
(Highlend ) Bde on the right ~nd 44 ( Lowlcnd ) Bde on the left . 
(This nccount of Operntion " EPSOM'' is t c.ken from J ".clrqon , 

£12. cit , pp 32 ff; ~Inrtin , £P. cit , pp 29 ff ; ~nd ~History 
of 11 :..rmoured Division, £P. cit , pp 14 ff) 6·-1though its 
supporting r.rmour wcs del~yed, the inf:--.ntry m~de ste".dy 
progress ~g~inst enemy opposition which stiffened ~s built
up ~re~s were re~ched . By midd~y , the two le~ding b~tt1l1ons 
of 46 (H) Bde were engcged in cle~ring Cheux end Le Hout cu 
Bosq. .l.t :bout the s r.me time , the le --:ding units of 44 (L) 
Bde wer a eng2ged in simil~r t nsks in St . Mnuvieu nnd La 
Gnul e , but it w~s evening bef ore St . M~uvieu w~s cle~red . 

616 . "l.Jith 15 (S) Div thus on its objective , 29 
l-rmd Bde (of 11 . .'...rmd Div) , which h'1d followed up the 
Scottish :dvruice , attempted to r.dvnnce through the Ch·eux 
aren to Gcvrus c..nd Tourmnuville -- two smell villnges a few 
miles souther.st of Cheux on the south s i de of the Odon River . 

-!~By 27 Jun , there wore ten f'. irfields in the British 
sector of the Nor m:lndy front . (Roy~ l Enfineers Bnttlefield 
Tour , Normcndy To The Seine , .Q.E. cit , p . 8) 
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Stiff opposition from enemy t anks and infantry south of 
Cheux prevented the a rmour from rushing the Odon cr ossings . 
At 1800 hrs, therefore , the reserve briga de of 15 (S) 
Div (i . e ., 227 (Highland) Bde) set out to secure Grainville
sur- Odon a nd Colleville in an armour - supported attack . 
Colleville was reached , a lthough not occupied , that evening , 
but a combination of enemy resistance , r ainy weather and 
approaching darkness resulted in the .main weight of the 
operation being postponed until the following morning . 

617 . Canadian field artiller y had .maintained its 
supporting fire thr oughout the day , engaging targets of 
opportunity after the initial timed programme had been 
completed . 13 Cdn Fd Regt answered 35 calls for fire, and 
at one period during the da y the detachments served their 
guns for four hours without "Stand Ea sy" once being ordered .• 
(W. D., 13 Cdn Fd Regt , 26 Jun 44) Their l abours went on 
un~trated the next day , commencing with a fire plan of 100 
rounds per gun on Carpiquet* from 12, 13 and 14 Fd Regts , 
R. C. A., and 6 Fd Regt , R. A. (W. Ds . , 12~ 13 and 14 Cdn Fd Regts , 
27 jun· 44) According to C. R. A., 15 (SJ Div,** the 
Canadi an gunners did some "damn fine shooting" (W. D ... , 
13 Cdn Fd Regt , 26 Jun 44) . 

618 , 8 Corps ' intention for 27 J un remained the 
development of the or i ginal plan. 

At first light 15 (Scottish) Division 
supported by 29 Armoured Brigade and two battalions 
of 31 Tank Brigade was to resume the advance and 
establish a bridgehead over the River Odon . As 
soon as crossings had been secured , 11 Armoured 
Division would pass through the Scots • •• 
first dominate the general ar ea of Evr ecy and 
Esquay and subsequentl y force a passage over the 
River Orne four miles to the south. 

(Jackson , £E. cit, p . 37) 

The l eft as sa ulting batta lion of 227 (H) Bde (leading t he 
Scottish offensive) r a n into stiff enemy oppos ition south 
a nd west of Cheux immedi a t ely after l eaving its start line 
and was unable to advance .. The armour supporting the 

*The Canadian shoot on Otirpiouet was ordered to com
pensate for the f a ilure of R. A. F . mediu.m bombers to attack 
Carpiquet that morning as planned . Weather once again 
grounded the a ircraft . (Jackson, £E. cit , p . 37) 

**The C.R. A. of 15 (S ) Div wa s badly wounded on 27 
Jun when he 11manned a 17- pounder A tk gun which he had 
found in the offing and had taken on ••• f a ] t ank" (Martin , 
.Q.£ cit , p. 42) 
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infc.ntry drove b--:ck Sllcll oncoy ar l!lourcd <.tt :-.cks . "During 
the nornin~ c nunbcr of reports h~d cono in of 'Tigor ' t~s 
opcr~ting on vr.rious pc..rts of tho front, end ~s th~sc t~nks 
were ~lw~ys org"..Ilizod in corps tc.nk bctt~lions it w~s cle~r 
th.ct the enony w~s conco~nod to do everything possible to 
hc.lt the r.dv_._nc c" {Ibid , p . JC~ British t a nks, however , 
re~ched the outskirts of Grninvillc th;t ~ftornoon ~nd 
held on there for scvorcl hours until tho inf; ntry ~rrivcd . 

On the loft , tho briGr.de not with less rcsistr.nco , -.nd · 
shortly tftor noon , Scottish inf-.ntry were in Tourville, 
thus cuttinG tho er.in C-.cn - Villcrs- Boc,....ge highwc.y . T:.:.-.t 
~ftcrnccn ~ bridGC over tho Odon wc s seized end ~ sn~ll 
bridgcher:d cst~blishod by 2 _·...rgylls . The bridgehoc;d w-·:s 
i Llmedic.toly roinf'orcod by t ,..,.nks fron 11 Jnd Div . During the 
night tho bulk of 11 .:...rnd Div's inf:'.ntry brig':de {159 Inf 
Bde) .moved into the bridgoho;-.d "'.long with ~ddi tionr.l 
nr mour fron 29 ~..rod Bde . 

619 . The other twc brigades of 15 (S) Div h~d 
been relieved by 43 (W) Div enrly on the norninG of 27 
Jun. :.;;cinst ono of tho 43 (W) Div ' s b~tt~lions there 

••• C<'.ne ; t 0930 hours the sh~rpest ~nd 
hocviost - r~ourGd counter ~tt~ck yet experienced , 
delivered ty --. full conp"..Ily of the 2 Pr.nzer 
Division ' P~thors • . Stri king rron the west, this 
~tt~ck ponotr~tod Chcux itself , knccking out 
s cvor-:l 6 ".nd 17- pr :-.nti - t r-.nk guns ::rid 
inl'lictinG s mi.o :-crsonnel c csu~lti es ••• before 
it w~s bo~ton off •••• Sm~llor eneoy thrusts were 
clso repulsed f r on the ocst . 

(Ibid , p . 39) 

4 : ..rod Ede w~s bivcn tho responsibility of f rotectinG the 
wostorn flc.nk of the s~licnt ~ g--: inst s iI'i.il '"'.r '"'tt~.cks . 

29 _·..rmd Bde , ner.nwhilc , protected tho southeestorn flnnk . 
46 {H) Bde , r'.ftcr reor~r.nizinb north .of Cheux , novod up in 
the wr..ke of 227 { H) Ddo to 'thicken up ' tho Collevillo
Grc.inville ;rc.r- . Summin~ up the dr.y' s fif;l'ltint; , the c c r ps 1 

histcric.n writcs 1 

Tho incrcnsin~ly spirited Gern".Il counter 
~tt~cks , tho continued presence of the eneny in 
vc.rious bitterly defended loc~litios wost of tho 
river , the fret th~t no bridGOS h~d boon destroyed 
<'..D.d oost sit;Ilific~t of ~11 , the stror;m of 
tr~ffic tow~rds tho Odon b~ttloficld , r cvo .... lod 
by l~st libht T"O n, showed clearly thet the 
cnc!"1y proposed t o nr-.ko n still bibt;er effort to 
h .... lt 8 Cor ps . 

(Ibid , p . 40) 

620 . Ec-.rly on 28 Jun , r:n ".reourcd force fro.o 
29 i~md Bde left the Odon bridt;eher-.d ".nd cstnblishcd 
itself on tho crest of Rill 112 (9562) {a fl:t topped 
fo'"'.turo do.m.in-tinw the Odon v~lley '1.nd the country to the 
north) ~bout a nilo scutho~st of the bridbehe~d . :..lthou~ 
~dditicn~l r-..roour ;nd the 1nf~ntry were sent to the fc~ture 
during the d~y , it w ~ s inp~ssible to drive the eneoy fron 
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its southern slopes or from Esquay , a s mall town between 
Hill 112 and Hill 113 ( c somewl:.ut s ioilo.r though higher 
f eature over u mile to the southwest) . 

621 . While this engngenent south of the Odon 
wes in progress , the Corps Co~nder, apprehensive over 
the possibility of c.n att~ck fron the west , deteroined to 
improve his position north of the Odon before ordering 29 
i...r md Bde to ndv~.nce to the Orne . This t nsk wns undertnken 
by 15 (S) Div ~nd 43 (W) Div , the l atter with 32 
(Guc.rds) Bde now under commnnd • . :_t the s nme tine, 2 .:..rgylls 
extended the Odon bridgehe'1d westw-:rd by seizing G'1vrus , 
thus securing another crossing ovor t he Odon. Cont~ct w~s 

mcde with troops north of the river th~t evening , but tho 
Gnvrus - Cheux r oute w~s still not cle~r . In the evening c.n 
eneJ!lY counter-~tt~ck with ~ br.tt~lion of tflD.kS cgr inst 29 
_·..rnd Bde wcs beaten beck , but by l~st light neither side h:.:d 
full possession of Hill 112. During the dc.y, strong 
resistance w~s met ( from 2 SS Pz Di~) ns nttempts were 
node to improve nnd extend the western fl~k of the corps . 
The e~stern flc.nk w~s sonewh~t l ess active. The eneoy 
hc.d pulled br.ck to c. line running -.pproxi.'.!.1...-:t ely fro.a 
Ccrpiquet nirfield to the Odon , but eneoy ~rnour prevented 
8 Corps f r om extending its boundcry oast of the Mouen
IY.inrcelet l i ne . 

622 . The f ighting on 28 Jun bed improved 8 
Corps position. The fl~.nks of tho ncrrow corps salient 
hcd been widened l".Dd strengthened . On the left renr 
8 Cdn Inf Bde took over the M'1rcelct areC'. (infra , p:.rc. 628) , 
while on the right rer.r 49 (VIR) Div wns secure 
on the Rau.rcy fenturc . The Odon bridgehead had nlso 
been improved , '"'.nd mnny pockets of rosist l"'.nce north of 
the river had boon eli!!linc.tod . 12 SS Pz Div had suffered 
severely, but it w; s quite ~pparont nlso th2t Oper~tion 

"EPSOM" wc..s c.chieving one of its oost import-.nt 
objectives -- "thnt of ~ttr~cting enemy c.rmoured 
strength t o the British sector" (Ibid , p . 44) . 

623 . The inc.bility of 30 Corps to cdvc.nco to 
Noyers r.nd s o give stronger protection to g Corps' 
western flQilk left the corps sr.lient in nn exposed 
position at a ti~o when tho possibility of n major one.my 
counter- nttnck loaned incrc~singly lcrger . On 29 Jun , 
therefore , 8 Corps wont on the defensi vc . .. .. generr.l 
consolidc.tion of tho c-.re~ wcs ordered with pr.rticul "".r 
str ess being l~id on ~nti -t'"'.Ilk defence r.nd tho positioning 
of the r'.rnour . .'.t this point , it would be pertinent to 
r eview the situation in the re~r of 8 Corps , i . e ., the 
operations of 3 Cdn c.nd 3 Brit Inf Divs . 

~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The entry of 8 Corps into the b~.ttle for 
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Caen hc.d nt once reduced the front of 3 Cdn Inf Div by 
holf its length nnd deprived 8 Cdn Inf Bde of nn oper~tion~l 
role . The bound'U'y between 8 Corps end 1 Corps now r~n 
south clong the Chiromoe Rivolot nnd thence southenst 
through Mnrcelet (9468) and Verson (9665) . (Message 
Log, G.S ., H . ~. 3 Cdn Inf Div , 25 Jun 44, Serial 101) 
The relief of 8 Cdn Inf Bde by 130 Inf Bde of 43 (W) Div , 
us previously c.rr~ngcd , wc-.s Cf1.rried out on 27 Jun 1 the da.y 
following the opening of the utt ~ck by 8 Corps . tWJD., 
G.S . 1 H.~. 3 Cdn Inf Div , 26 Jun 44 8nd H.Q. 8 Can Inf 
Bde, 27 Jun 44) The new brigade aren selected for the 
former lay r:round Bour11villo ( 9776), r.t some d istf!Ilc e frora 
the enemy. The move of 8 Cdn Inf Bde , which began in the 
early cfternoon , was completed by 1830 hrs , by which time 
Q.O.R. of c. were in Cniron , R . de Choud in Le Vey and N. 
Shore R. and brignde hendqu~rters in Boucnville . (Ibid; 
W.Ds . of battalions , 27 Jun 44) 12 c.nd 13 Cdn Fd R€gts 
were likewise wi thdr::twn e::lst of the new corps boundfil'y . 
(W.Ds . 12 r'.Ild 13 Cdn Fd .Regts 27 Jun 44) It was understood 
thc.t the brigr-.de wr.s to renr.in in this a.ren until the 
ti.me er.me for tho nttr.ck on Cr.rpi.quet . To the infantry 
the new location seemed like n rest r.rec , and beth 
p~r~des were soon orgnnized. But the enemy, still on 
the nlert , shelled the vicinity of' Cniron ond some 
cc.sualties were sustnined . (W. Ds. Q.O . R. of C. nnd R. de 
Chnud , 28 Jun 44) . 

625 . In prepr..rr..t ion for its role in "JJ3ERLOUR" ~ 
o.rrnngeLrents wore m.r:de for H. L. I . of C. to move forwnrd 
into Les Buissons nenr the proposed st~rt line . This move 
wns m~de nfter dark on 27 Jun . (W.D., H.L . I . of C. 27 
Jun 44) Once ~gnin there ~rose the question of gu~rding 
the vulner~ble ent ries into the re~~ ~reas , for the re
moval of' the bntto.lion fro!!l. its position nstride the rond 
(9977) left "nothing between Caen Gnd Southampton except 
some LCTs , the Cdn .:.rmy HQ., a refugee cc.mp o.nd o. oobile 
bath unit" (V/ . D. H. Q,. 9 Cdn Inf Bde , 26 Jun 44) It should 
be noted however thnt the r.ren 1..nguerny - Col.o.mby- sur
Thuon - Be.sly w::-.s r.t this time being occupied by 71 Inf Bde 
of 53 Inf Div . (Mess.".ge Log, G. S., H. Q. . 3 Cdn Inf Div , 
25 Jun 44, Serin.l 108; W. D. , H. Q, . 2 Cdn :.rm.d Bde , 27 Jun 
44) The position v~cnted by H. L.I . of c . wns, noreover , now 
t f'lken up by "B" Squr.dron , 7 Cdn Reece Regt . (Ibid) 

626 . ...'..t 1530 hrs on 27 Jun , 8 Brit Inf Bde 
comn enced Operc.tion "MITTEN ", the preliminnry attack to 
clear LI:'. Bijudc r:nd Epron . It wns soon discovered th~t 
enemy opposition wns too formid~ble , especinlly in the 
nr en of the Ch~eo.u de l a Londe (032737) . No substantial 
progress w~s made during the night or the rollowing 
morning , the enemy bitterly resisting every effort of the 
British brigade with its ~rraourcd support to penetrate 
their defences . hS a result , the Corps Commander decided 
to cancel Operation "l\.BERLOUR" during the afternoon of 28 
Jun . (Mess~ge Log, G.S ., H.q . 3 Cdn Inf Div , 28 Jun 44; 
Serio.l 6; "G Ops Log - 3 Brit Inf Div" , 27-28 Jun 44) 9 
Cdn Inf Bde once nore r eturned to its old defensive 
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positions in Villons - les - Buissons and Vieux Cniron; Despite 
their very naturnl disappointment nt thus seeing pla ns 
for offensive ~ction evnpor~ting , the troops were nwcre 
thGt the decision not to continue with the operation under 
the circumst~nces was c wise one . (W. Ds . , H.Q. 9 Cdn 
Inf Bde nnd Nth N.S . Highrs, 28 Jun 44) 9 Cdn Inf Bde , 
which had b"een under collll!lnnd of 3 Brit Inf Div since 1800· 
hrs , 27 Jun , reverted to its parent form~tion . (Message 
Log , G,s ., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div , 27 Jun 44 , Serial 63 0.Ild 28 
Jun 44, Serinl 125) . 

627 • With the ccncellr.-.tion of "ABERLOUR", the 
entire Corps plan to clenr the enefily from his positions 
around Cnen underwent thorough revision . In the evening 
of 28 Jun word w2s received at H. Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde to 
suspend fUrther prep~rntions for the ctti ck on Ccrpiquet , 
which wri.s now Clec.rly nn impossibility from the north . 
(W. D. , H. Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde , 28 Jun 44) The revised pl~n, 
which was issued soon r. fter, specified that the corps' 
intention w~s to be cchieved by three divisionnl attacks : 
(1 ) the capture of Curpiquet by 3 Cdn Inf Div (Operction 
"~filINDSOR"·); ( 2) the cc.pture of Lebisey end the high 
ground northenst of C~en by 3 Brit Inf Div (Oper ation 
"SHERllVOOD") ; (3) o.n nttnck by 51 (H) Div from its 
bridgehe2d enst of the River Orne to cleQr Colombelles 
(0870) and the fnctory aren (0769) . ((HB) 235BJ . Ol6 (D2 ) : 
3 Brit Inf Div 0 . 0 . No . ·3 , 20 Jun 44 . The dnte should 
rend 29 Jun) The cttnck on Cnrpiquet wns now visualized 
c.s being mounted by 8 Cdn Inf Bde from the west i . e . , 
from Mnrcelet (which hCTd been occupied by 43 (W ~ Div) , 
so that in effect the lr:igo.de should ' stnnd on the shoulders ' 
of 8 Corps . D Do.y was to be 1 Jul . (W. D., G.S . , H. Q. 
3 Cdn Inf Div , June 1944 : .Appx "M" , 3 Cdn Inf Div Op 
Instr No . 3, 29 Jun 44 ) The dnte of "SHERWOOD" wns then 
set ~t 2 Jul . ( Mess~ge Log , G. S ., H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div , 
29 Jun , Serial 49) 

628 . J~fter the necessary conferences , the uni ts 
of 8 Cdn Inf Bde comnenced to move to the nssembly ~ren 
near Mnrcelet from which the nttc.ck hnd been mounted . (•N. D. 
H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde , 29 Jun 44) Even while these moves 
were in progress , however , the first confused reports wer e 
being received of r.t powerfUl enefily counter- nttnck ::i.gninst 
the odvcnced units of 8 Corps ne~r Grninville- sur- Odon . 
By evening it w~s reported th~t Germ~n truiks had broken 
through to Le Hc-.ut du Bosq. · (Messc.ge Log , G.S.H. Q. 3 
Cdn Inf Div , 29 Jun , Serial 109) Brigadier Bl~cknder w~s 
hurriedly summoned to divisional he ; dquarters where orders 
were issued for the regrouping of his brignde in n de
fensive position . Because the bnttnl ions were on the move 
the brignde COlDI!lQllder took personQl ch~rge of the n~tter 
and nt once proceeded to allocate orens of responsibility . 
By 2330 hrs , 8 Cdn Inf Bde hnd established its new dis 
positions without confusion . · (W . D. , H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde , 
29 Jun 44) Each bnttnlion prepc.red n "tenk- proof locality" 
to uwnit possible further eneny penetrntion : N. Shore R. · 
in L'l Villeneuve , R . de Chnud in St . Mnuvieu and Q. O. R. 
of C. in Mnrcelet (W. Ds . of battali ons nnmed , 29 Jul 44) 
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10 Cdn ..:.rmd Regt, which was to have supported the cttnck 
on Cc.rpiquet, took up a position necr Bretteville-i' Orgueill
eus e . ( :y. D. , 10 Cdn l1I'nd Regt , 29 Jun 44} 

629 . By the time these prepnrntions had been 
conpleted, the expected Gerno.n counter- attcok hcd been 
launched , flCt and defeated . ~t this point therefore , it 
would be approprinte to review the effect of Oper~tion 
"EPSOM" on the enemy and his recction to it . 

630 . i.s we hcve seen ( suprn, pcras 572 ff}, the 
build- up of the eneny during June wcs restric ted (by the 
oper'"'tions of the .:.llied Air Forces) to o. fnr gre~ter 
extent then that of the Ll lies , whose build- up was re
stricted by wecther . One m.c.jor result of tbis wns thct 
Rommel was forced to com.cit his panzer divisions i nto 
battle piecemeal to contl"!.in the cggres.sive Allied corps 
in the bridgeheed . Moreover, npprehensive over the 
possibility of ~ link- up between o second lnnding in the 
Pas de Cclcis end ~ breakout in the Caen sector, the greet 
majority of German armour wns concentrated on the British 
front . The tnoticcl and strntogic~l mismanngement of the 
Germ...'Ul forces, and more especiall y of their panzer divisions , 
wns due pc.rtly to .:.llied deceptive mer.sures , p~rtly to the 
burdensome Gera.'1n chnin of coIJJ!l!'..nd , and p~..rtly to Generlll 
Montgonery who retc i ned the initiative in his own hnnds . 
It should not be forgotten th~t the prime t~sk of the 
Second :.rmy wcs to protect the ecstern flRnk of the 
1...mericnn First :.rrn.y . .i·- ma jor method of providing this pro
tection w~s to drew Ger~P.n Lrmour to the British front* and 
so pernti. t the .i.neri can f orces to operc.te with much greater 
freedon. This policy w~s stnted by Genercl Montgomery on 
14 Jun in his letter to the Chief of the Imperial staff 
(supra , pcrn 530): 

My genernl policy remains unchanged . It is r.s 
follows : 

(c) 

(b) 

( c) 

To bcreaae nnd improve our own build- up 
through the beeches . _ 
To do everything possible to hc.m.per end dellly 
the enemy build-up, by cir uction nnd other 
menns .• 
To pull the Germ~ns on to Second British : .r.l!lY, 
~.nd fight theo there , so that First US Lrmy 
cc.n c~rry out its task the easier . 

, ; see also Opera-
tions- 21 L:r!il..y Group", Directive fro.c.i 
C- in-C, 21 ~'.:rmy Group to Commandera , 
Second British .:Xmy and First U.3 _·..rey , 
30 Jun 44 and ( in same folio} "Not€s 
on Conference given by C- in-C 21 .. ~!!JY 
Group on 22 Jun 44") 

~Vriting on tho so.me therae, Genernl Eisenhower states: 
"Our strntegy ••• wr.s to hit hnrd in the enst in order to 
cont~in the ene.oy L.lnin strength there while consolidnting 
our position in the west . The resulting struggle around 
Caen, which seemed to cost so much blood for such sm.oll 
territorial gnins , w~s thus nn essenti~l factor in insuring 
our ultimn.te success " (Eisenhower , Crusade in Europe , p . 30) . 
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631 . Operc. tion "RPSOH" hcd somewhrtt the snme effect 
of cttrncting r.nd holding enemy r.r.rn.our on the British 
front c.s hr.d pr evious operetions by 1 nnd 30 Corps . •· .. week 
prior to "EPSOM", Field Mcrshr:.l Rommel sent t c Po.nzer Group 
~est (then cl!llost reoovorod from its 10 Jun discster) two 
m~p studies, e~ch indic~ting n pcssible method of att r.cking 
the J...llicd bridgohe~d . One dealt with an ~tt~ck in the 
event of the Cnlvr.dos front r eacining more or less st~bl~ , 

while the seccnd do~lt with r.n c.tt~ck t o be consider ed in t he 
event of rm _·i1ied push in t ho direction of Fc.l c.ise- Pl".ris . 
(~.H. ~ . Report No . 50 , p~.r~ 102) The ctt~ck considered fer 
~ stnble front would be l cunchod in two phnses : 

In tho first phcse 47 Pz Corps ~nd 2 SS Fz 
Corps-ii- wor e t o brcc.k through ~cross the r or.d 
C~en-Bclloroy whilst the enemy north of Cc.en 
w~s being kept pinned down . 

In the s~ccnd phcs o the combined ar moured 
forces wore to l nunch nn f'.ttcck with Bc.yeux ns 
the f ocr.l point . This to drive r. wedge into 
11ontgonery' s forces ~ t the boundnry between Second 
British _.:ray C'.nd First _'.m,cricC'.n .. .:rny . Subsequently 
tho mnin for ces wer e to move westw;rds , 1 SS Pz 
Corps e.::stwru-ds • 

On tho following dcy , 20 Jun , 

• •• O. B. "ilest infornecl the Pc.nzer Group of 
the r ocei pt of en OKN Order • • • accor ding to 
which the Fuehrer desired r.n r.ttnck with the 
conbined f orces of 1 , 2 , 9 , 10 SS Pz , 2 pz ~.nd Pz 
Lehr Div to destr oy the Third ..:.mericr..n Cor ps in 
the Bcllcroy r.rc~ . Prior to the ~ttcck it would 
be necessr.ry to r elieve 2 Pz Div ::.nd Pz Lehr Div 
with t he first infr..ntry divisions to re<.ch the 
nro~ . In ~ddition the oneny e~st of the Orne wr.s 
to be destroyed in order to free t he G. H. q . troops 
concerned for the r~in attack . 

(Ibid , para 104) 

632 . Of the ntt~cking forces mentioned by Hitler, 
however , 1 SS ( Leibstc-.ndc.rte) Pz Div c.nd 2 SS Pz Corps 

*~t this tine 47 Fz Corps h~d but one r.rmoured fora- tion 
under co!.'.1!'1and - the 2nd Pr.nzer Division . Its other p;nzer 
division b~d been pl~ced in Seventh :.rny r eserve on 17 Jun . 
(Gernc.n Seventh .:.Xny Situ~t ion Mcp , 20 Jun 44; Report of the 
Cornnnder , Pl:'.nzer "Group "'.10s~ , QI!. cit, (Mid 43-5 Jul 44) p . 
39) 2 SS Fz Corps, now ne~.ring the bnttle ~re~ en r oute froo 
the Enstern Front , cons isted of 9 nnd 10 SS Pz Divs . 
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(supra , pnrn 572)were just beginning to recch their 
assembly arens . * Moreover, inf~ntry replacements were 
still on the approcch-m~rch nnd experiencing grent 
difficulty while running tho ..:.Iliad air block~de of the 
battle ar ea . 

6JJ . On 24 Jun c conferenc e wr.s held between 
Gener l'-1S von Goyr QD.d Ge.use-** nnd tho conm:.:i.nders of 47 Fz 
Corps , 1 SS Fz Corps ~nd 2 SS Pz Corps , over the arnoured 
~ttcck ordered by tho Fuehrer . The plan wh:ch emerged 
was not very dissimilar flrora the II1£\P study of an ~ttnok 
~gcinst ~ st~ble front suggested by Rommel r. few dnys 
beforehr.nd . i..lthough the attnck nimcd nt eliminnting the 
:..llied becchhe~d, Gener~l von Geyr believed thc.t the primc-.ry 
tc-.sk wa.s "a me'.tter of defer.ting 1 US..ii.. L:rmy first of c.11 ~s 
the wecl:er element" (Ibid , .. : .. ppx "H", "Ops No . 111/44, 
d--:ted 26 Jun 44- Pnnzer Group ''!est to :..:rmy Group B") . 
Thus r'.l though the attc.ck wr.s to be l cunched on c. 
bro~d front from Corpiquet to St . L~, with "the heights on 
either side of Br.yeux" as the objective , presumably the 
crmour would then swing west ~gr·dnst the llnlericnn f orces 
north of Caumont (Ibid) . (It should be mentioned nlso thr.t 
at this oonferenoe;-'Von Geyr a~de it plcin thnt the plc~ 
of att11ck originr.ted primr.rily with Hitler. Mor~over , not 
only w~s it felt the crmour would bog down in the f nce of 
.i..llied nr.va l firo, but further, it wa.s felt probcble thnt 21 
Pz, 12 SS Pz c.nd Pz Lehr Divs, ct the current r nte of w~stc.ge , 

would scn:recely be fit for dofonsive , much less ofrensive , 
opcrntions (Ibid, pnr r. 108~) 

634. By 25 Jun , the mcin body of 2 SS Pz Corps 
~nd cbout one h~lf of 1 SS Pz Div h~d ro~ched thoir 
concentrction nre0s west of P~.ris . The infr.ntry r eplnce
ments were ne; rer the bnttle- field but still in no position 
to relieve the nrmoured formr;tions r.round Coon . On the 
S"'.me d::y 49 C.'TR) Div l aunched 1 ts ntteck £'.g::iinst 
Fontenay- l e - Pesnel "l.S C'. prelude to "EPSOM'' . 1 SS Pz Cor ps 
reported to O.& •. , :'/est its incbility t o restore the situction 
with its own forces -and r equested the us e of elements of 1 
SS Pz Div . Thr.t evening pern iss i on w;s gr r.nted , ~nd once 
oorc r. fn.mili ~r situr.tion begun to appe~r , t h ; t "is, Germ..~n 
- ss~ult f or .1?1C.tions wer e to be used pi ecemec l to plug 
gc.ps in t he front ccused by ~n en eJllY who retnined the 
initiative . (Ibid , pnr~ 110) 

635 . The first dr.y of "EPSm~" led the ene.ay t o 
estimr.te , correctly, th"'t the British cttnck 

••• aight be the opening ph~sa of nn 

*The nssembly crer. of 2 SS Pz Corps at this time w~s 
npproxililntely just north of the Fe.laise- Vire line positioned 
roughly between the British-1...m.e:ric~n a.rmy boundr.ry . (Gernmn 
Seventh :..rmy Situr.tion llnp , 20 ~un 44) 

**Von Geyr ' ·s Chief of Sta.ff 
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operction in east- south- easterly direction fo r 
n later push on Puris and with the immediate 
t actica l goal of cutting off the Co.en area~ 

(Ibid , ~ara 111) 

i.E the British drive gnined momentum and the o.reo of 
penetr ation deepened , a.11 o.vni l abl'e elements of 1 SS Pz 
Di v nnd 2 SS Pz Cor ps were ordered to the thr eatened nr ea . 
Mennwhile , stop- gQp bnttnl ions from 2 Pz Div end 2 SS Pz 
Div were r ushed to the cr en of the Odon bridgehend l nte in 
t he evening of 27 Jun in order to Gid the bndly bc.ttered 
12 SS Pz Div . Up to this tine , the only infcntry renching 
the· f.r ont were .. e.1.enents of 16 Gl :F Div whioh entered the line 
f~oing the southern portion of the Orne bridgehead -. However , 
9 .and 1 0 SS Pz Divs wer e now close f\.t hand , al though it 
w~s becoming very nppnrent thnt there would be no time 
to m~rshnl the troops nnd properly mount the cttack 
suggested by Gener~l von Geyr . 

. .... . 

636 . It hQd been planned thnt Pnnzer Group West , 
commended by -.on Geyr , would assume command of the Ger mnn 
for ces between. the Rivers Seine and Dr ome on the nfter noon 
of 28 Jun . This would pl ace him in command of one of the 
most importc.nt sectors of the Seventh I..:rmy. Moreover , 
Von Geyr w~s not to be responsible to the commnnder of the 
~~ eventh .:.rmy , but to Romm.el , c omopnding 1..rmy Group "B" • 
Befor e this plnn could be rocde operative , however , the 
c omn.a.nder of the Seventh .:.LT.my , Col- Gen Dollm.c.n , died of 
u heQrt att~ck. (Ibid , pnr c. 116) He w~s r eplaced , on Hitler ' s 
orders , by the co.tru:lander of 2 SS Pz Cor ps, Gener c l Reusser , 
whose corps w~s to be used in the ~ttock ~g~inst the Lllied 
bridgehead the next d~y . This awkwGrd situction wcs mcde 
more complic nted by the d ep~rture of Field Mnrshals von 
Rundstedt ruid Rommel following a hurried summons to 
Berchtesgcden . Thus 

Gener~l von Geyr h~d bnrely cnnounced his 
nssumption of co.mm.r'.Ild over 1 SS Pz Corps , 2 SS 
Pz Corps , 47 Pz Corps and 86 Cor ps*When he received 
word not only of Gener cl Hausser's nppointment 
to the corMuQnd of Seventh !.LTmy but nlso of the 
Panzer Group's t emporc:ry subor din11tion [during 
the absence of the two Field Marshal s] to Seventh 
1.rey . 

(Ibid , por n 117) 

* 1 SS Pz Corps : 1 SS Pz Div 
12 SS Pz Div 

2 SS Pz Corps : 9 SS Pz Div 
10 SS Pz Div 

47 Pz Corps: Pz Lehr Div 
2 Pz Div 

276 Inf Div [ en route] 
277 Inf Div [ en route} 

86 Cor ps : 711 Inf Div 
346 Inf Div 

21 Pz Div 
16 G_~ Div [en r oute] ( .. i .H . ct. Report 

No . 50 , pnr:: 117} 



- 259 -

This in effect, m~de Von Geyr responsible to one who, ~ 

dny previously , w~s to h~ve been one of his corps coamr~ders . 
Meanwhile , 1 SS Pz Corps h'"l.d informe.d the Panzer Group of 
its inability t o cope with the British thrust even with 
the help of 1 SS Pz Div . It h~d been pl!:nned th~t 

• •• during the niGht of 28-29Jun , 9 end 10 
SS Pz Divs and two projector brigcdes would 
~ssenble ~.nd , attncking ncross the Gnvrus -Noyers 
line , reo~pture the B~ron-Mouen-Cheux urea , 
subsequently destroying the enemy on the ne~r 
side of t he Cnen - Villers - Bocage rocd . 

(Ibid, pr.rr>. 118) 

But 1 SS pz Corps wcs now inforned thr.t this nttcck could 
not now take plnce until the following day . This delay 
not only gc.ve the British corps commander time to t~.k~ the 
necess~ry steps to prepnre for the ::rmoured r.ttLlck which 
his cir reconn~issr.nce w~rned wcs in the prepcr~tory st~ge 
( suprC'. , pc.re 621) , but moreover , c lenring we"'.ther during 
28- 29' Jun gave the Roynl .. '..ir Force nn excellent opportunity 
to strike nt the c oncentr~tions of enemy ~rmoured vehicles 
which jcmmed the ro~ds lecding to the bcttleff eld . 

637 . Despite these difficulties , the ettc.ck by 
2 SS Fz Corps got underway er-.rly in the ufternoon of 29 
Jun . The ~ttcck is described by 8 Corps' histori~n us 
:follows: 

North of the River Odon , 9 SS Panzer Division 
n::de the best progress , :for two coopc.nies of 8 
Roycl Scots were quickly over- run ••• {'.Ild he~vy 
fichting ensued , which involved , in addition to 
44 (Lowlo.nd) Brignde , 31 T'lllk Brignde and 4 
l..rmoured Brigr.de . The complementP.ry ~tt~ck south 
of the river by 10 SS Fanzer Division w~s so 
disrupted by shelling th~t it never got going -t 
nll , though c nun.ber of smnll tr.nk and infcntry 
sorties were lnunched ~gninst 29 1..rmoured Brig~de 
from the Esqu~y ~re~ , crid there was some 
localized but her.vy fighting ther o . However, the 
no.i n nttr.ck w:-.s hold , rmd by le.st light the eneiuy 
hnd been driven b~ck end the situntion restored . 
Sona PC!lther tcriks did nevertheless get through 
cs :f~r c.s Choux where they were destroyed . ;... threr-.t 
to the c ~storn r1~nk :f:'.ilcd to mrteri~lize ~t the 
srun.e time , sine e r. cone entr ntion of c.p':'roxicP.toly 
forty t::nks which hod moved froo tho outskirts o:f 
Coen to Ct-..rpiquot w~s shot up by R. i ... F . Typhoons 
"'.nd did not venture to mt'..ke nny fur1iher .movenent . 

(Jnckson , £1?. cit , pp 50- 51) 

638 . During the evening of' 29 Jun , the nevi 
co.mnnnder of 2 SS Pz Corps , Gene.rel Bittrich, w~s instructed 
to pursue the ~ttcck during tho night r s long ns his forces 
were nble to do so . ( n. H . ~. Report No . 50, pnr~ 118) On tho 
Br itish side , mernwhile , 
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••• General Dempsey, believing these attacks 
to be rehe~rsals for n more co- ordincted effort 
on the following dcy , confircred the [8] Corps 
Co!!JL)c.nder ' s appr~cir.tion of the genera l situ~tion 

end ordered 8 Corps to co~solidcte in its present 
nren . In ~ddition , in view of the exposed position 
of 29 L.rcroured Brigade, ho instructed thP.t it w~s 
to be withdr~wn north of the River Odon . The 
bridgehe~d wr.s not , however , to be given up but 
indeed maintained nt nll costs by the infantry 
holdi ng it , 159 nnd 129 Infantry Br igades . 

(Jackson , 2:Q cit , p . 51} 

639 . The fighting during 30 Jun did littl e to 
chc.nge the position of either side • . O.B. ·Nest reported ~ 

:..tter sever~l hours of fluctuating fighting 
the ctt~ck by 2 SS Pz Corps w~s saothered by 
super ior eneay forces in the line nor th of Esquny
Gavrus -Gr ainville . Our forces suffered gr ievous 
losses . It is intended to cont i nue the c.ttnck 
during the night 30 Jun/l Jul . 

(; •• H. '}, . Report No . 50, pr.re 120) 

Never theless , it w~s cpparent to the Ger.m..~n field ca.amr.ndors 
thc.t the c ounter - cttnck wcs ... f~ilure , and during the dc.y 
the oommc.nder of P~nzer Group West sent in a r~port r e
comnending "the evacur.tion of Cnen North c.nd the bridgehecd" 
(Ibid }. For further inf ormation r egcr ding the 
resu!ts of this proposal nnd ~lso of the outcome of the 
Ber ohtesgnden m.eeti-hg , see 4~ . H . ~ . Report No . 50 , pnr cs 
119 ff . 

640 . The dcy ' s opor~tions hnd nlso showed ~~ t 
nEPSOM" hnd now "nchieved its ac.xinuo offensive usef'Ulenss ••• " 
(Jackson , 2;Q cit , p . 53) • . :.l.most all of the Ger onn :pni;izer 
for rantions ear-onrked for the ~ttnck to split the Br itish
:..mericn.n forces h:-.d been drnwn t o the British f r ont nnd 
coLJOi tted pieceme~l . The mnss of a rmour f~cinG the Second 
:..rmy, however , still prosented a serious thre~t to the 
-~I!JY in generrU. Qlld 8 Corps in pnrticul~r . 8 Corps , there
fore , regrouped itself so -- s to withst; nd t'Urther ettccks . 
_·_t the s--.mc tiL!e, the oper- tions which hnd been plc.nned for 
1 Corps ( 'fT£.'Th1DSOR" ~a ttSHER' fOOD'' ) were postponed • . (Uess~ge 
Log, G. S. , H. ~. 3 Cdn Inf Div , 30 Jun 44, Seria l 11) 

641 . In the Cruindinn sector , defensive prepnr~tions 
wor o also underw~y . On tho nfternoon of 30 Jun , Gener~l Keller 
issued further instructions for tho reorgr.niz~tion of 3 Cdn Inf 
Div r g~inst c ronew~l of ene.oy cttccks from the e~st , south 
or southe~st . 7 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes wore directed to con-
tinue to hold their present ~ rer.s , the foraer pl~cing one 
brtt~lion in Ir. Villeneuve, on the Cc.en-B~yeux ro~d . 8 Cdn 
Inf Bde wns ordered to withdr~w onco aor e into divisional 
r eserve in the Bour.nville ~re~ , from which position it w~s 
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to be prepared to restore o.ny loss of ground in either of 
the two forward brigade areas . Jill ndditionnl reserve wns 
to be furnished by 2 Cdn ..:..rmd Bde , which would be concen
trnted around Colomby- sur- Thaon . ((HS) 2J5C3 . 0l6 (DlJ) : 
J Cdn Inf Div , Notes on O Gp held 1430 hrs JO Jun 44) 
In fulfilraent o~ these directions , Regina ~if relieved N. 
Shore R. in Lu Villeneuve and the latter rejoined the re
mc..inder of 8 Cdn Inf Bde , now once mor e est .... blished near 
Bouc.nville .. (Vl. D. , H. Q, . 8 Cdn Inf Bde , 30 Jun 44) These 
de:fensive e.rrcrigements led to extensive regroupings of 7 Cdn 
Ini' Bde . R. Wpg Rif moved t o Br oy , which hf'\d been v r.c ct ed 
by Regina Rif , nnd 7 Cdn Reece Regt (now risen to three 
squGdrons under brigade coLIDcnd) took over the former 
bo.ttci.lion ' s pcsitions in Lnsson nnd Rosel . (W. D., H. C},. 7 
Cdn Inf Bde, June 1944 : Appx 6 , Confirmatory Notes , Bde 
Comd's Conference , 30 Jun 44; W. Ds . of units nnmed , JO Jun 
44 ) 

642 . The disposition of 3 Cdn Inf Div on this d~te 
is illustrated by the mnp nt ~ppdndix ttptt , which gi~es elso 
an approxim~te indicP.tion of the front line held by flc..nking 
form.r.tions . It de.monstr ntes nor e effectively than lengthy 
description the gr&du~l tightening of the I.1.lied grip on 
the Ger mnn salient nr ound Cnen. 

643 . ~t the scm.e time , while 0nti- tank defences 
were further improved , a he~vy blow was struck ~t tho enemy 
for ces still re.mnining in tho nro~ . The nir Qtt~ck of JO 
Jun cgainst a conc entration of Germen armour a t Villers 
Bocage mnrks the first use of he~vy bombers in direct support 
of the ground forces on n target situated in the immediate 
vicinity of the enemy 's front line . (Bomber Commnnd 
<1uarterly Review . No . 9 , J .• :or- Jun 41+) Long a fter the c.t tcck, 
dense clouds of smoke drifted f a r over the country side , 
reducing visibility to a :few hundred y~s end puzzling 
the forward troops , who reported the presence of "mist , 
fog or smoke" (Mess~ge Log , G.S ., H.~ . J Cdn Inf Div, 
30 Jun 44~ Serinl 88; W . D. , Hist Offr , 3 Cdn Inf Div , 
30 Jun 44 J . 
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FIRST C.t..N .... DL..N .u.illEY 

6 .AA . It will be r ecalled that the "OVERLJRD" !,1l ans 
r e s :i)ecting the e:.:Jloynent of First Cdn .-i.rny were based on 
t ho ]rinciple t hat thRt f Jr~~tion would re~ain in t he United 
Kingdon until the bridgehecd should be firmly established 
(Supra , j_Xir a 39) . It we.s intended t hat Second .... r::i.y , coo
prising eventually 1 , 30 , 8 ~nd 12 Corps , should first 
reach a line extending fron t he s ea along the River Dives 
through .Lrgonces , and thence to the high ground near 
Fa.laise . These objectives , provisionall y esti:J.~~ted t o 
require three weeks of operc.ti:ms, had not baen reached 
by 30 Jun owing t o fact ors which we have already exanined . 
~s yet only three cor~s (1, 30 and 8) were in action , ani 
with 12 Cor ,s still in the J r ocess of building U? it 
becane unlikely that First Cdn •. rny c ould essune an 
imnediate oper~tional r ole. 

64,5. Earlier in the nont h it had o.p~4 ea.red, however, 
that the concentra tion 01' First Cdn .... my in Nornandy would 
pr oooed as planned . On 14 Jun, Tactica l H.Q left Headley 
Court, Le~therhe~1 , Surrey, f o r its narshalling a rea , 
arriving on 17 Jun in France t o establish itself e t ..:i..nbli e 
(9480) . (W·D . , G.S . , H . 'i, . First Cdn .hrrJY, June 1944 ) 

On 18 Jun, Lt - Gen R.D .G. Crer nr, G.O .C. - in-C., l eft 
PortS!iOuth with a suall par ty aboard H.li.C.S. :J.gonquin . 
Later in the day he landec in Nor :iandy on MIKE Sect or, Where 
less than two weeks before 7 Cdn Inf Bde hc.d uade its 
assault . During the days followine his arrival, General 
Crerar f ound tine t o visit t he troops of 3 Cdn Inf Div, 
2 Cdn ... rnd Bdo and 1 Cdn ? a r a Bn . (i:f.D ., Lt - Gen R.D .G. 
Crerar , G.o .C.-in-C . , First Cdn .-..rr:.y, Juno 194,~ ) i .. t 
2400 hrs on 1 9 Jun , Main and Rear n.q, . First Cdn ;l.rny were 
cloaoc in the United Kingdon and ~t the sa.r:a nonent openec 
(theoretically) a t .t..Dblie. ( : .!> . , G.s. , !i.Q . First Cdn 

.. ·~rny 1 19 Jun M) But the actual n.ovos o f these headquarters 
to Fro.nee were soon t o be post poned , a t first owing t o the 
gale (which began on 19 Jun) and subsequently because it 
Was decided that the oper ational situation di d not yet 
?erDit t he introduction of another e rny . 

646 . 1 .. t o. series of conferences at his head-
quarters, General l.!ontgor:::ery, C. - in-C . , 21 ... rny Group , 
ex~lained t o General Crera r Why it had becone necessary to 
11 j_Jhase back;' t he c oncentration of the CanaC..ian .. my in 
Norrmndy . Briefly, the r eason f or the ~o stponenent wa s 
that until Second •. my had been fully brought up to 
strength and had conplet ed its planned expans ion of the 
bridgehead area there was sir.ply n ot r oon in which to 
deploy another ar oy with its vast co~~lenent of arny 
troops . (,l.D., Lt - Gen Crera r, Jurel944 : .. ·~ppendices "H" 
and "I11 ) On 24 Jun , therefor e , it was announced that 
further ~ves of II .Q. First Cdn .u.rcy fr 'Jn. the United 
Kingdon wer e post~oned indefinitely, but tha t Tactic~l R. ~ . 

would renain in Fr ance . In c onsequenc e , Ma.in and Rear R. Q. 
were clos ed on the continent a t 0001 hrs , 26 Jun , and re
opened sinultaneously at Headley Court . (W .D., G·S ., H. Q. . 
First Cdn .. i.rny , 2 6 Jun) For the t ir.w bei nB , 3 Cdn Inf Div 
and 2 Cdn iLrlJ.d BC.e would r enain the only Canadian fornations 
engaged in Nor:.iandy and would continue to function under 
British comuand . The gr ouping of Second .Lrey at the end 
of June is outlined at ... ppendix "E" . 
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N 0 RTui i.NDY 3 0 JUN 

647 . 4i. study of the naps illustrating the British 
ii.dve.nces up to 30 Jun (.i.p.l,)endices "K" to " P" ) indicates the 
progress ~ade by the British forces during the first 24 
days of battle in France. Fron a review of the nonth's 
oper ations one can observe a nunbar of broad patterns or 
phases of the struggle and see in then the events which were 
to lead t o the event ual success of "OVERLORD 11 • 

648. The ~lan of the invasion , in all of its 
as~ects , had been general ly sound . The long , hai::l ~onths 
of training and ex~~ri.::lentation in the United Kingdon 
produced a winning conbination of fire power c.nd asscult 
technique on the beaches of Norne.ndy which crunbled the 
•.:.tlantic :Vall' and gained the ~:.llies a f oothol d in Fra:i ce. 
IY!ost inportant was the strategical and t~ctical surprise 
achieved. The success of the sea and airborne assault was 
thus raade even bright er by the comparatively snall nunber 
of casualties incurred . 

649. Once ashore the first problen of the troops 
was to connect the be~chheeds into one continuous bridgehoad 
and to expand that bridgehead inland. This phase of the 
bajtle lasted approxi:Je.tely a weak o.nd was fought , in 
large neasure , by the assault t r oops thanselvcs . I t was a 
c ritical per iod of hard and cont inuous fighting . Eneoy 
armoured count er-at tacks were beaten back , rear areas were 
cleared of encny strongpoints and consolidated , and e round 
was wrested fron. the en~y as .. _llied troops pressed inland . 
By 11 Jun the bridgeheud was secure . The build- up , although 
celayed , provided General Montgonery with suffioient neans 
to retain the initiative . T.t.c eneny, by accepting tho 
.'..llied dece;>tion schene , w~s I'laced at a disadvantage which 
t ogether with l1.llied air superiority, severely restricted his 
f ighting efficiency and potentiality. 

650 . The s~cond phase of the operations was 
carried out mainly by the build-up for.cations . This period , 
which lasted throughout the renainde r of the nonth., s~w the 
bridgehead ex~anded and tho defeat of a ncjor encny effort 
to spli t and defeat the hlli6~ forces. During this phase 
the .. ..nerican forces net with ~eater success than tho 
British . T":. Chorbourg peninsula was cut o.t i t s bo.se on 
18 Jun and First U. S . ~rny co.~tured Cherbourg itself eight 
days later. British thrusts to Vi llews-Bocage and south of 
Caen , althOU€~ they ga i ned gronnd , wer e blunted by oner.zy
arc.o.ured f oroations gnt herGd around Caen. I t wns t he 
concentrati on of Geroan armour on tm British front, however , 
which gave the i..nericar.s the opportunity 1n manoet:..Tre and 
the security on their front which a llowed then to gain the 
successes they did . 

651 . If the territorial gains of th~ hllied forces 
by 30 Jun were not as extonsi ve as the 11.llied cor::inander s 
had hoped (and as the public expected} , the German reaction 
to the assault and subsequent operati ons followed an 
anticipated patte~ . The eneny had tried to thr ow the assault 
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troops bock into the sec on D Dny, he hnd tried to prevent 
the link-up of the bridgehe cds, he h~d tried to halt the 
expcnsion of the br idgeheads and the c npture of a mc jor 
port, o,nd he hnd tried to interrupt c.nd stop the strebm of 
reinforcements c.nd supnlies to NormQndy by his ~ir , nu'V'['.l 
nnd rocket ~ttacks . In nll those ntterapts he had f niled . 
EGttored by the Allied ~ur Forcos, bewildered by the Allied 
d0ception scheme , nnd bodovillod by tho chr.otic orders of 
Hitler , the Gornnn forc es in Normnndy were committed 
picceme~l to ~ bnttloground whorG the oneray h~d the initintive 
~nd WQS nple, in gr oGt pQrt, to nold Gern8n t nctics ruid 
strat egy to s erve his own purpos es. With German cr mour 
concentr~ted on the British front , the stnge wn s now set for 
tho brec.ki..out by the First U. S. ~·..rny whos e lines were to 
swing like n door with its hinge on C2en ~ 

652 . The three weeks' fighting in Noroandy h~d 
nr.d c vetcr~.ns out of the ' green ' and untried Cr.nndinn troops 
who h~d lnnded on D Dny . In th~t short tifle they had 
experienced n great deQl -- the nssault fron the · sen on 
the cocstnl fortifica tions, thG ~rnoured countcr- nttncks , 
Gnd fina lly the days end nights of active patrolling nnd 
frequent skirmishes of Q ' stctic' front. In ell those 
nctivities tho Cana dians hnd borne thems elves well . The ir 
success , both cs individuals Gnd ns n form~tion, wns s eoond 
to none . This, however , wns but tho beginning . Neverthe
less, i t wns n good beginning e nd foroshcdowed n successful 
and . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

653. This r eport h~s bGen pr epared by Lieutenont 
R.H . Roy . Consider~ble use h~s been m~de of C. M. H.q. Report 
No . 147 , written in 1945 by Major J . R. }1crtin , fornerly 
Historical Officer , 3 Cdn Inf Div . In scno c ~ses cortc in 
sections of C.M. H.Q. Report No . 147 hnve been reproduced 
in this r eport in t ot o . This h~s occurred where further 
historical t.J.c.torfc l hr.s not c0no to light since Report 
No . 147 wns written . 

654 . In order to neat tho varying r equirenents of 
the t ext, which r~nges from tho strct egic t o the t ~cticQl 
level , naps of widely different scnle hcvo been used . In 
gener~l, the following principle h~ s been observed : wher e 
1..llied oper o.tions ns r. whole were under discussion , smnll
scnle .maps (1:250,000) were found ~d~qunte ; the 1 : 100, 000 
scc le hes served t o cover the British nss~ult Gren ; end in 
the CDnndicn sector reference hQs been ncde t o sheets both 




