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446 . The significance of the engagement is seen 
i n the high f ighting quality of the enemy troops employed , 
a fact which serves to foreshadow the shape of the next 

phase of the campaign . It reflected the German ' s extr eme 
sensitiveness concerning their right sector , their rec~-6-

nition of the Caen area as the vital pivot of their defence , 
and their deternination to resist .any penetr ati on of it, with 
every means at their disposal . Hence , i t is not to be 
wondered at that 9 Cdn Inf Ede ' s thrust , breaking into the 
arc of jealously guarded territory centred on Coen , 
sustai ned so heavy a b low . Over n month was to pass before 
Canad ian troops again entered Authie . 

447 . The despicable treatment accor ded to the 
Canadian pr isoners wcs f ound to be ch~recteristic of 12 SS 
Pz Div , which throughout the Normnndy crunpaign was to pres ent 
a consistent pattern of brutality and ruthl essness. In 
the course of this first battle c.nd i lil.Cledi r tely thereafter, 
at least 27 prisoners of wcr, mostly of Nth N. S. Highrs , 
were murdered in cold blood by nember s of 12 SS Pz Div . 
These incidents continued throughout June whenever t he 
forlllC'.tion was engaged. For further inform.--.tion on this 
subject see (HS) 20581 . 023 (D9) : "Supplement11ry Report 
of the Sutr eme Hendqucrters Allied EXaeditionnry Force 
Court of n uir r e Shooti n of L.llie Prisoners of Wnr 

Panzer 1v1s tler- u end n Nor mand 

448. (iii) 8 Cdn Inf Bde D plus 1 found 8 
Cdn Inf Bde continuing to quell resistance on the divisional 
l ei't flc.nk and in the rear of 9 Cdn Inf Ede ' s ~ave.nee . 

Ar ound Color:by- sur- Tho.on c.nd .:i.nguerny , both R. de Chnud 
end Q,. O.R. of c . were eng~ged during the dey in clearing 
out t he snipers who infested the cren. The latter bc.ttalion 
captured at least 12 enemy vehicles in Angueruy. ( ~. Ds ., 
R. de Chnud and Q,. O. R. of c., 7 Jun 44 ) 

449 . By fnr the ber vier t~sk lc.y with N. Shore 
R., which ho.d c.lrendy met difficulty on the bench and in 
Tailleville . It w~s now required to capture the Douvres 
Rndnr Stntion , sup] orted by 19 Cdn Fd Regt nnd c squndron of 
10 Cdn Armd Regt . This done , the batt-Uion was to join the 
r emninder of its brigrde on the objective ne~r lmguerny. 

450. Setting out from T~illeville ct 0700 hrs , 
the lecding troops began to clear an enemy headqunrters 
northwest of the Rndcr Stat i on . This lengthy pr ocess 
r esulted i n the tnking of onl y four prisoners ; l a t er it was 
l enrned thnt nnny more hcd escaDed only to be r ounded up 
in H. Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde ~t B~sly . (W. Ds ., N. Shore R. , ~.nd 
H. Q,. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 7 Jun 44 ) A conpany atte.ck on the 
onin defences of the Radnr Station pr oduced little r esult , 
and aventunlly even a battclion effort met with no more 
success . Like Tailleville, the position wcs n labyrinth 
of tunnels and concrete worka and could not be reduced 
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without overwhelming fire support , which was not available . 
Late in the evening permission was obtained to by- pass it 
and rejoin the brigade. ..'.i.t 0200 hrs , 8 Jun, N. Shore R. 
hnd arrived o.t its allotted o.rea north of .Anguerny . 
(,JIJssage Log , H. Q.. 8 Cdn Inf Ede , 8 Jun 44) 

451 . The Rador Station w~s left to be eontnined 
by troops of 51 (H) Inf Div . Ten days were to elopse before 
its reduction . * In the Cancdinn sector , the Douvres 
str ongpoint was thus the only one to fUlfill its designated 
task of holding out ngainst the initinl nssnultJ The 
corollary to this deter mined stcnd -- the break• thr ough · 
which was to relieve it - - did not come to pass . So fer , 
Germen defensive policy could be dismissed ~s e theory 
based on unjustified optimism. 

452. The bnl.ance of 10 Cdn lJ>~d Regt was in 
r eserve on 7 Jun , nnd took up a reg:inent~l position on 
the high ground south of Colomby- sur-Thaon , where the 
squadron opercting with N. Shore R. later joined it . (2 Cdn 
Armd Bde Report on Operction "OVERLORD" ) In the cfternoon 
the co.lllnender of 2 Cdn /...rI!ld Bde or dered tho regiment to 
stnnd by reedy to move in "full strength to rein~orce 27 
Cdn Armd Regt , should the situation in front of Les Buissons 
deteriorate 1'urther . This was not found necessary. 
(W. D., H.Q. 2 Cdn Armd Bde , 7 Jun 44) 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
4 53 . The news of the fierce fighting in Buron 
and Authie gQve 7 Cdn Inf Ede c warning to be prepared for 
simila.r enemy attacks . The b~ttalions were now firnly 
dug in on ground of their own choosine; , with supro~ing 
weapons in position. It wcs cpprxent thrt there was a 
dangerous g o.p between the two forwcrd brig~des in th: 
vicinity of Cair on , through which the Cnen- Creully rocd 
passed. About 2100 hrs , therefore , 1 c. Scot R. wns 
directed to despatch a coapo.ny to thnt cxea , suppor ted by 
a. squadron of o.rnour end a troop. of M. 10' s ( "Jill" Foree). 
The remainder of 6 Cdn A.rod Regt wcs concentrated ~t Le 
Bout Cachard (925748) to be prepared "to restore nny 
portion of the Bde fortress " (Message Log , H .~. 7 Cdn 
Inf Bde, 7 Jun 44} . 

*A description of the defences and defender s nt the 
Douvres Radar Station is given in (HS) 981SOM (D97) : "The 
Battle of 716 Inf Div in Normandy , 6 Jun-23 Jun 1944". By 
me~ns of its under gr ound cnble connections , "in the days 
which followed , hostile prepnr~tions for attack and 
ossecblies for nn nssnult on Douvres itself nnd on the 
defense posit ions of the 716 [~ Div] and 21 Pz Div could 
often be successf'ully counter ed by the renninder of the 716 
Div artillery and by the 21 Pz Div artillery, using Douvres 
as [nn] observation post" {Ibid) . 



- 177 -

454• On the norni ng of 7 Jun , the still diminutive 
divisionnl hecdqunrters hnd noved up on foot from Berni~res 
to Beny- sur - Mer , whor e the inconsidernteness shown by enemy 
snipers was much rennrked on; (W. D., G. s ., H. Q,. 3 Cdn 
Inf Di v 1 7 Jun 44 ) ~t 1805 hrs n message from Mn j or-General 
Keller to General Crer nr informed the .Army CoomD.D.der of 
the attainment of the finnl objectjve ( by 7 Cdn Inf Ede) , 
adding , ~cournge , d~sh nnd initintive of the Canadian 
soldier ~ruly 8.Cll'.Zing" (W. D. , G.s . , H. ~. 3 Cdn Inf Div , 
June 1944 : l\.ppx "Q,", Messege wg, 7 Jun , Serial 74) . 

455 . By eveniD.6 on 7 Jun forward dispositions had 
already taken the shnpe (discounting adjustments end r:dnor 
advances) which they were t o ret~in for so~e weeks , a fact 

which invites conpurison with the positions planned for 
·phase III (cf paro.s 145- 150 nbovo Rnd Appx "G") Essenti~.lly 

these position3 were bnsed on two brigude fortr esses -- one 
centered on Bretteville- l ' Orgueilleuse and one on Villons
les- Buissons , the third brignde occupying o. position in the 
le:rt renr of the Anguerny- Anisy feature . It will be 
r ecalled th~t the plan hcd specified that the le~ forwe.rd 
brigede should be disposed equal with the right , that is , 
centred on Carpiquet; on the right end rear positions were 

occupied cs planned . The feet thct 9 Cdn In1' Ede was 
nctuclly some !lilos short of its objective le:rt open the 
wooded vc.lley of the Mue , which would otherwise have 
formed the boundary between the two forwnrd brigcdes . This 
subsequently necessitnted noving 8 Cdn Inf Ede into c centr~.l 

posit ion between 7 c.n.d 9 Cdn Inf Bd es to seal off this 
potentinl entry into the divisional ~xea . AB n result , ~11 
three brigades were required to hold the line , which l eft 
no reser ve formntion t o provide r elief :!nd mnde impossible 
~ renewed offensive . As plc.nned , the r ole of 8 Cdn Inf Ede 
would hnve been to act ns reserve in the right rear (Phnse 
IV, para~51 above) . Thus , for ~ considernble tine the 
rol e of · Cdn In1' Div becane a purely defensive one . 

"7 

(b) Phase IV, 8- 11 Jun* 

456. On D plus 2 it Wf'\S poss ible to t nke stock o f 
the divisional s i tuntion , to lay plans for c renewed advcnce , 
nnd , in the meantime , to consider how best to pr event ene.oy 
penetrQtion. At 1100 hrs , 8 Jun , the G. o .c . held an Orders 
Group nt divisional hendqunrters ~.nd infor med his officers 
thnt both H.Q. 1 Corps and Tcct ioo.l H.Q, . Second 1'.XI!J.y hnd 
landed . 4 S .S . Ede was now under the coLlO!Uld of 51 (H} 
Div, which w~s responsible for the nre~ Douvres -St . ~Uibin

Tai lleville . J..n asscult wns soon to be nc.de on the Rndnr 
St~tion , ~roceeded by air ~tt~ck. (This we.s lcter Cl"!Ilcelled ) 
Concern wc.s expressed over r e;)orts of enemy tnnks cppec.rinG 
on the right flnnk between 69 Inf Ede end 7 Cdn Inf Ede , 
but these were believed to be "only recce eleoents". For 
the present , 7 and 8 Cdn Inf Bdes were to rer~in in their 
posi t i ons , the foroer r eestablishing contcct with foroations 
on either flc.nk . 9 Cdn Inf Bde was dir ected to capture 
Buron with the support of the full divisional art illery. 
{W. D. , G. S., H. Q, . 3 Odn Inf Div , June 1944: Appx "A", Div 
0 Gp } 

·~·-·_ ~ :' showir. t he --:dv.-nc o :)f 3 Cdn Inf Div between 
8- ll Jun i s e.tteched :-- s ~·-r:--endiz. u~rn . 
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457 . With n view to concentrating the armoured 
brignde for nn ~dvnnce beyond the tinnl objective , Brigadier 
Wyman ordered 27 Cdn Armd Regt to move to the vicinity of 
Cam.illy , and to be r elieved in Les Buissons by 10 Cdn 
.Armd Regt. (2 Cdn Armd Ede Report on Operr.tion "OVERLORD") 

458. ( i) The li.ttacks .Afll i.nst 7 Cdn Inf Ede 
Hnving succeeded in halting 9 Cdn Int Ede , the enemy wns 
now showing signs of preparing to dislodge 7 Cdn Inf Ede 

_ from its position nstride the Ca.en- Bo.yeux road. There were 
persistent reports of enemy to.nks in the cren ; in the 
afternoon a considernb1e force of German ~rmour made its 
appearance f~r up on the le~ flank between Lassop o.nd 
Cciron . Fortunately nt this moment 27 Cdn Armd Regt 
a r rived on the wny to its concentration area in company with 
15 reinforcenent tanks from the Forwnrd Delivery Squadron, 
and their combined show of strength was sufficient to cause 
the enemy to withdrnw. (Ibid) 

45~ · · A more serious situation had developed on the · 
right 1 where R. Wpg Ri:f' bore the brunt of the enemy ' s attacks . 
Before first light, enemy patr·ol s were so acti ve as-to prevent 
minefields being l aid, and tanks could be heard south ot the 
railroad. The enemy infantry i n the area were from 25 SS Pz 
qren Regt whi ch had moved up between Villeneuve - Fontenay-le
Pesnel during the previous day, t oo l ate to·prevent the capture 
of Rots and Bretteville . (A.H. Q. Report No . 50, para 65 ) Soon 
infantry and a snall foroe of armour, supported by artillery· 
and mortars, attempted to cross the railway into "A" Company's 
a1:'ea . They were driven back at about 0630 hrs 'by small-am and 
medium maC~ine-gun : fire , and a ·Mark III was destr oyed by a 
6- pounder . (W. D., R. Wpg Rif, 8 Jun 44} 

460. But the eneny wos not so easily discouraged. 
Putot-en-Bossin was found to be full of snipers who wade 
moveruent increasingly difficult throughout the battalion 
area . ])iring the whole morning enemy infnntrY** pr essed · 
forward nnd by noon had infiltrotod between conpany a reas , 
so thnt nearly nll positions were under ai med fir e . By 
1330 hrs , ".l\.", "B" o.nd "C" Companies were completely 
encircled . It was impossible to replenish nm.munition, which 
wcs by this time dangerously low. Armoured support was 

*In their move to support 7 Cdn Inf Bde l ate in the day , 
27 Cdn Armd Regt also destroyed a Mnrk III tank in the 
vicinity of Cniron (W. D., 27 Cdn Armd Regt , 8 Jun 44} 

*~I-Possibly 2 Bn, 26 Pz Gren Regt . (A.H.Q,. Report No . 50 
po.ra 65) supported by a bnttnlion of (Panther?) tcJlks. 
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requested , but the tanks were busily engaged elsewhere on 
t he brigade :_Jeri~eter. Under cover of sno~ce, t he three 
forward cor.:~)ani es attempted to ri:axe a wi t hdra.i.rnl , but did 
not succeed in extricating nost of their number and many 
uositions were overrun . The survivors reached battalion 
.headquarters just ee.st of Putot (908725) ; and 11D11 Co.w.pany , 
which ua s neGrly intact, established a defensive position 
there . (I bid ; see al so (HS ) 14 5 . 2 R2 0011 (Dl) : Herao of 
Int ervi cvv with C.$ .I1:L Belt_op.J..__R_:_ 'ii"?g Rif) The s eq_uence 
of events was not ousy to reconstruct , but it was later 
concluded that "An CoL)any, on the right , had c ome under 
sudden attack by e force of enemy tanks and infantry and had 
been overcm.:e . The Gneny had then swept on through ttB11 

CoLJ.pany vs yosi tion into the villc.g~ of Pu tot . ((HS) 
159 . 95023(D9 ) : astatenont of Lt - Col J . ~: . Meldram" in 
ReJ.?o rt of rJo . 1 Canadia.n .iar CrL _o s Investigat i on Unit .. .. ;i ) 
.n..rt1llor y was brought down on the vill age , but did not 
dislodge t he Gncny who had by now enveloped even battalion 
hocdqua rt Jrs by fire . ( !.D. , R. Wpg Rif , 8 Jun 44) 

461. By 1 830 hrs the brigade cor.ll'.:.lander had forned 
his pl an to reca pture Putot a.nd the road and the r ai lwa y 
crossing in front of it (895720) . The counter -attack was 
to bo l a unched by 1 C.Scot R (the detached con,any returning 
fro.a ilJi ll 11 Fore G), su¥Ported by a platoon of 4 . 2 - inch mortars 
from C .TI . of O. (i~ . G. ) , a sq_uo.dron of tanks , 12 and 13 Cdn 
Fd Regts and a. troop of l\J:. 10s . H Hour was set at 2030 
hrs. (Message Log , IL Y, • 7 Cdn Inf Bde, 8 Jun 44 ~ 

462 . At 2020 hrs the conpanies of 1 C. Scot R. 
formed up southe~st of Secqueville and the counter -attack 
began on schedule , aD;1 Cor2Jany leading . The advance 
followed the road lcu ling to the railroad crossing , whi ch 
was without cover of any sort . At 2100 hrs the l eading 
troops re)ort ed t heir arrival on the objective . (1-kessage 
Log , 1 C. Scot R . ~ 8 Jun 44) =t t he sane tine , R. Wpg 
Rif advised that t he a rtillery concentration had boen 
very effective .. (l.iessc.go Log , H. 1, . 7 Cdn Inf Bde , 8 Jun 
44) J:Jot only was the enemy thrown of f the obj ecti VG , but 
the i npetus of the attack carried "A" and 11D11 Com_:.:>anies 
well beyond it , across the railway line , from which they 
later retired . ( .T .D., 1 C. Scot R. , 8 Jun 44) During 

*Although no ro att e~tion is given to the infantry and 
nrnoured ba ttalions in this Report , it should be renonbered that 
those units in su,~ort of these battalions played an invaluable 
part in the success of the oper~tions , and indeed , were freq 
uently as h ~avily engaged in tho fighting as the " front line 
troops·1 • For 0xan::;>lo one of :IJ...,11 Con_?any's platoons , (C .H. of 0 
sUp.iJorting 7 Cdn Inf Bde, was overrun by the enony when he 
a ttacked Putot. ThG nach ino- gunnors t hen fought as infantry. 
During this cngagonont alone two officers and two rren of C.H . of 
0 . won decorati ons for their courage and gallo.ntry . (W . D. 
C.H. of O. (l~ . G. ), Juno 19,~4 : Appx 6 , 0 A;' Company War Diar y; 
(IIS ) 713 . 065(Dl) : Honours and ;.\.wards , Ofi'icers and Other Ranks . 
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tho night patrols were sent into Putot and found it 
unoccupied . (Ibid : Appx 12 , Personcl Accounts) 

463 . This gallant o.ction , which had cost "D" 
Company heavily , restored t he situation on' the divisional 
left flank . Pu tot was in our ho.nds ago.in , and "the · 
Scott i sh remnined there for a week of almost incessant 
shelling o.nd mortar ing" (Br igadier Foster, QQ cit. ~ At 
dark , 6·cdn Armd Regt withdrew once more to Le Bout 
Cachord. (W.D., 6 Cdn Armd Regt , 9 Jun 44)* R. Wpg Rif , 
who until n ow had not had time to reorganize their mruly 
reinforcements , were plnoed i n reserve near Ln Bergerie 
Farm, moving on 9 Jun to Secqueville . D.lring this time, 
the buttalion flcnk protectiorl group· hnd remained intnct 
nenr Bronay (8872) , in liaison with 50 (N) Inf Div . 
{W.D., R. Npg Rif, 8- 9 Jun 44) 

464. On the left half of the brigcde front there 
was equal evidence of growing enemy aggressiveness . Enemy 
armour had penetrated between La.sson and Cniron, ns 
describod above . At 1100 hrs , "D" Company, Regina Rif , 
stntioned neur the bridge south of Le Villeneuve , observed 
enemy tanks "in considcrnble strength" 1,000 ynrds to its 

· front . The sc.me compl".Ily was withdrcwn during the cftcrnoon 
into the battalion fortress a t La Ferne de Cardonville 
( 919713) . (W .D. , Regina Rif , 8 Jun 44) 

465 . In the evening , after a day of t hreats o.nd 
rumors , the nttc,cks began . At 2050 hrs , (when the 
counter-a.tta.ck wr.s being launched by our forces c.go.inst 
Putot} "C" Compo.ny in Norrey repulsed an infc.ntry sortie ; 
but this was followed by the nppenrnnce of crmour , 
against which artillery fire wcs roqu~ted . (Mess2ge Log , 
Regina Rif, 8 Jun 44) From this point.on , the stor y of the 
ni ght- long battle in Bretteville is tnken from the gr aphic 
account given by the battalion co.mnnnder t o 3 Cdn Inf Div 
Historical Officer: 

The tks came in from the East along the C~en
Bo.yeux rd . The carrier pl and the MG pl were 
caught while digging in . Several carriers were 
lmocked out and their posns overrun . hbout 2230 
hrs, with B, C (Ul.d D Coys all ongnged , some t ks 
continued forwcrd to Bretteville to within nbout 

*It is curious th~t two dinries (6 Cdn JU'md Regt and 
12 Cdn Fd Regt} show fnulty chronology in describing the 
counter-attack on Putot ns taking plnce on 9 Jun , rnther 
thnn 8 Jun 44L• This is no doubt due to their hnving been 
pre~ed some tiIJ.o after the event . The War Diaries of 
both 6 Cdn Armd Regt and 1 c . Scot R~ say thc t the greater 
part of 6 Cdn lu'md Regt ' s t nnks were employed in this 
action. It is probnble th~t ndditiono.l tnnk support was 
given 1 c . Scot R. ns the nttnck wns in progress . 
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300 yards of Bn HQ. There they remained for li 
hrs shelling and OD.chine- gunning the town . ii.bout 
2400 hrs two Panthers (Mk V) entered the tovm . 
One co.me opposite Bn HQ and was struck by n FIAT 
bomb , f i red f rom behind a low stone wall at 15 y4s 
r nnge , safe f r oa the tk ' s h uge gun . It halted 
for a ncnent , started cgain nnd after 30 yds w!\S 
hit again by o second Pll1.T. I t stopped , turned 
nround and heo.ded out of town . A third FIAT 
hi t f i ni shed it off so thnt it slewed nr ound , 
out of contr ol , running over a necklace of #1!5 gren
cdes which blew off c. trc.ck. The crew dismounted and 
attenpted to make off , but were kil led by SA fire . 
IAlring this incident the second Panther hnd 
r emained :f'urthar up t he rd . Seeing the fate of 
its companion, it commenced to fire both 75 mn 
and MG wildly down the strsot ' like a child in a 
tc.ntruc' , doing no dr.nr:ge whC'.tsoever except t o 
set fire to the fir st Pc.nther •••• 

Al together 22 Fant hem ciroled cbout Bn HQ 
o.nd A Coy posn during the night , nnd it i s hard 
to nicture the con:f'usion which existed . Contnct 
with all but D Coy wns l ost . Fires and f l nres lit 
up the a r en , and the enemy sever al times aprecr ed 
to be convinced t hat opposition hed ceased • ••• 

(Lt- Col Mnthes on , 2]_ cit ) 

466. The chi ef poi nt emer ging f r om t his engr.genent 
was thct , even when GernC'.n tC'.nks had r olled t hrough the 
defended aren , the infruitry held on firnly . These tactics 
wer e to be~one c rule in the pr otracted por i od of defensive 
wc..rf~xe which followed . This wns not the l~st of the att~cks 
~gninst the Regina Rif ; ever y ni ght saw them r enewed in 
vru:ying strength , but ulwcys they wer e r epelled . The 
bettali on area wcs not ecsil y defended with one conpany 
detached to hold Norrey . "The fwd posn was too exposed 
and Br i gadier Foster nor e thnn once suggested it be with
dr awn. The bn cond ••• and tho comd of the coy in quest ion 
protested vigor ousl y , a rgu ing that they would only have t o 
r ecapture the village l ater . They wer e allowed to r emain. 
The tovm wus c ruin and the stench ••• of Ger man de~d added 
to its unplensantncss " (Dr igadier Fostor, 21! cit ) . 

467 . (ii ) Events in the Left Sector : The Cnpturo 
of Vieux Cairon . The pl c..n cons i dered ct the Ordei a 
Group on 8 Jun ( s~rn , porn 456 ), whereby 9 Cdn Inf' Bde 
wcs t o recapture r on , did not cone to fruition , although 
on sever al occ a.a ions during tho period 8- 11 J un i t seemed 
on the point of being put into effect . The or iginal 
intention was th~t H. L. I . of c. , st i ll intact end in 
reserYe at Villons- los- Buissons , should pnss through the two 
forwftrd b~ttalions to recover the village . But the s cnle 
of t he ~ttccks ngninst 7 Cdn Inf Bde , coupled with the 
gr owing thrects ag~inst the Les Buissons area , made it 
necessary to postpone the plnn . (W. D. , H. L. I . of c. , 8 
Jun 44) It was to be revived nt intervals . 
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468. On 8 Jun, 10 Cdn iirnd Regt relieved 27 Cdn 
Arm.d Regt at Les Buissons , and i.I;i,Qediately proceeded to 
carry out a squadron raid on Vieux Cairon( withdrawing into 
the brigade f ortress ct its conclusion. 2 Cdn .Arod Bde 
Report on O~eration "OVERLORD" ) With this exception , 
however , 9dn Inf Bde found itself committed during 8 and 
9 Jun to a defensive role , while there developed n 
continuous fire fight , punctuated by strong eno.ay pr obing . 
The weight of the enecy ' s pressure was borne by S. D. & G. 
Highrs , who were dug in east of Les Buissons; on their 
right were Nth N .s . Highrs, .n. .:>w opercting with two rifle 
companies . (W. Ds . , S . D. & G. Highrs and Nth N.S. Highrs , 
8-9 Jun 44) 

469 . .Enemy troop concentrations were heavily 
shelled by artillery nnd by the cruiser ·Belfast • No 
gr ound was gained by the enemy, whose infiltrction tactics 
on one occasi on made it necesso.ry to bring down artillery 
fire close to our positions . (Ibid , 9 Jun 44) On that 
some day there nrose once again--Eii'e question of the cnpture 
of Buron and Gruchy by H. L. I . of c., to be followed by a 
r apid advance to the final objective , which now seencd more 
remote than ever . But the loft flc.nk of the brignde was 
considered too dc.nserously exposed to wnrrnnt such o move 
and the decision w~s l ater t aken to hold . (W. D., H.L. I . 
of C. , 9 Jun 44) 

470 . Eff'orts were already being made to 1.oproTO the 
situation on that f l ank. On the a~ornoon of 9 Jun, 9 
Brit Inf Bde advanced under a heavy artillery burrcge 
against Cn.nbes , intending l ntcr to seize Galmo.nohe, St . 
Contest and ~talon . {W. D. , H. Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde , June 1944: 
Appx 1, Confirmatory Notes , 9 Brit Inf Bde) The nttnck w~s 
l!lnde fron Ani sy, in Q.O.R of c.•s area . {W. D., Q. O.R. of 
c., 9 Jun 44) After very severe fighting against troops of 
25 SS Pz Gren Regt , the brigade was established by night
fall on its first objective , Cam.bes, and there it called 
a halt . (Message Log, G.S., H.~. 3 Cdn Inf Div , 10 Jun , 
Serial 46) At noon on the next day , 3 Brit Inf Div reported 
that enemy dispositions wero "now clear" ; it appenrod thc.t 
21 Pz Div held the right flcnk from La Bijude to Herouville 
with 192 Pz Gren Regt , nnd thct 25 SS Pz Gren Regt held the 
line frOl!l Galmnnche to Rosel. (~, Serial 80) 

471 IUring this period patrols investigated enemy 
positions , especially in Buron and Vieux Cniron , and on 
occasion found both villages empty. (Cf, e . g ., W. D., 
H. L.I. of c., 10- 11 Jun 44 ) On 11 Jun a new plan was f ormed : 
S. D. & G. Highrs were :first to a.tt~ck nnd capture Vieux 
Coiron, a~er which H. L. I . of c. would seize Buron. {Ibid ) 
The ope.ration began thnt srune afternoon . Skirting Les
~sons , S.D. & G. Highrs entered Vieux Cairon almost 
without opposition and consolidated there . (W.D., S.D. & G. 
Highrs, 11 Jun 44) By 1600 hrs , H. L. I . of c. was ready 
to commence its phase when t he order was given "to st~y 
the assault" (W.D., H. L. I . of c., 11 Jun 44 ). The expected 
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att ack was not to bo lnunchod arter ell , nnd Buron still 
r emai ned in enemy hnnds . Dis positions of 9 Cdn Inf Ede 
on 11 Jun were as follows : S .D. & G. Highrs in Vieux 
Ca.i ron ; H.L. I . of c. nnd Nth N. S. Highrs in the aroa of 
Villons- les- Buissons ; and brig~de hondqucrtors at Colomby
sur- Thaon. 

472 . (iii) Tho Armoured Advance Towar ds Choux 
!~ noted above , the se~iousness of tho one.my threat to 
7 Cdn Int Bdo on the fina l ob j octivo was not diss ipated with 
the f ailure of his first viol ent efforts to carry the 
position. Early on 9 Jun , H. Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde r eported 
to divisional headqucrtcr s th~t cnomy tonks were "oruisi ng 
freely" through the forwcrd pos itions and thnt "r~t~er a 
sticky time wa.s expected" (Messcgo Log , H. Q. . 7 Cdn Inf Bdo , 
9 Jun 44) . Deprived of success in Brett eville , tho enemy 
turned his attention once again to Putot , wher e 1 c. Scot 
R. and tanks of 27 Cdn J.rmd Regt wore busy t hroughout the 
dny r epelling his shnrp counter- attacks . The battalion 
area bec~.me n t ank killing- gr ound , c.nd tho high spirits 
of the . defenders are illustrated by such messages C$ the 
following : "Scottish r eports track clec.r , si tufltion restor ed. 
Send up rum r ation" (Ibid ). On the right flnnk n squndron 
of 27 Cdn !..rind Regt we:s-filovcd into the area of Br otteville , 
wher e it also engnged enemy r.rmour . (2 Odn 1..rmd Bde 
Report on Operation "OVERLORD") 

473 • Special conc er n was fal t about the open 
le~ flcnk of the brigade clong the River Mue • 12 and 13 
Cdn Fd Regts , deployed nea.r Br e.y (in Gun /~ea "DOROTHYtt ) , 
found themselves without infantry on their front , so that 
the or der , "Frepnre for tanks" took on urgent meaning 
(W.D. , 13 Cdn Fd Regt , 8 Jun 44) . It was reported that 
enemy t~ks and i .ifr.ntry , which had wor ked their way 
around t o t he eust of Br etteville , approached the gun 
positions and were engaged by snnll nr.m.s fire and e ven 
field $Uns firing over open sights. (Lt- Col R. H. Webb , 
QP. ill) In order t o seal t his gap , Q,. O.R. of c. were 
Placed under the coE£JB.nd of 7 Cdn Inf Bde on 9 Jan and 
coved from Anguerny to Br ay , where they would also be 
available to attack when the occasi on arose . (W. D., 
Q,. O.R. of c. 9 Jun 44) Their for mer loo ntion w~s token 
over by N. Shor e R., which in turn was r elieved north of 
1..nguerny by 46 R.M. Commando, now under the co.tnlillllld of 
8 Cdn Inf Bde. (W. D. , H. Q. 8 Cdn In~ Bde , 9 Jun 44) 

474. Although the attccks on the right sector 
continued without cessation , tho enemy achieved no success 
and plans were there~ore r osuned for offensiv e action , 
in which 2 Cd.n .Armd Eco was to be empl oyed . Tcnk holdings 
wer e now impr oved :;s r epl ocenent t cnks wer e steadily brought 
forward . On 10 Jun Brigadier R. · ... Vlynun attended n con
ference at divisional hecdquor ters to discuss n schemo by 
which 2 Cdn liXID.d Bde , with Q,. O.R. of C. in support , should 
attack through 7 Cdn Inf Bde to seize tho high ground between 
Cheux and Le Hnut du Bosq, about three miles south of the 
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.Caen- Bayeux railroad. By l ate evening , in preparation 
for this advance , 6 Cdn fU'IIld Regt had been concentrated 
in the aroa of Bray nnd 10 Cdn fi.rmd Regt northwest of 
Cairon . ( 2 Cdn Ar.md Bde Re ort on O er ntion "OVERLORD") 
Q. O.R. of • m.oved from Bray to euf er. • ., of 
c., 10 Jun 44) .A:fter further study of the problems the arm
oured brigade commander came to the conclusion that more time 
was required to ccrry out preliminary r econnaissance on the 
front of 7 Cdn Inf Bde, and thet the presence of enemy in un
known strength in the Mue Valley constituted too great a 
hazard to the flank . At a conrerence with his regiment n1 
comtno.nders nt 2200 hrs 1 10 Jun, tho new plan was outlined . 
For the first phase , 4o R. M. Cdo and a squadron of 10 Cdn 
J\.rmd ReGt were to clear the enemy from the Mue Valley on 11 
Jun . Then , at first light on 12 Jun , 6 Cdn Armd Regt , with 
~ . O .R . of o. under command , ru:d supported by the divisional 
artillery , was to advance south through Le Mesnil-Patry and 
Le' Haut du Bosq, swinging left to seize the high gr ound north 
of Grainville- sur- Odon . The plan was appr ov ed and prepar n
tions to execute it ware begun . (2 Cdn Armd Bde Report on 
Operation "OVERLORD" ) Air attacks by Typhoons on the Cheux 
area were scheduled, but n request for henVY bombers wae 
r efused. ( Mess~ge Log , G. S ., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 10 Jun 44 , 
Ser ials 100 and 105 ; 11 Jun , Serials 14 and 53) On 10 Jun, 
30 Corps had already begun i~s powerful offensive on the 
a.xis Tilly- sur-Suelles - Villers- Bocage (inf'ra, paras 520 ff); 
2· cdn Armd B<ie ' s attack wns evidently designed to complement 
30 Corps ' oft'ensive and protect the left f l ruik of 7 Armd 
Div , the '=\tto.cking formation. (Infra , paras 52 3- 25) 

475 . On the morning of 11 Jun, the preparator y 
mopping-u p oper at i ons in the river valley hnd commenced , when 
word was suddenly received at H. Q. 2 Cdn Armd Bde that the 
second phase , the advance to·Grainville , must be begun 
as soon as possible . * (W.D., H. Q. 2 Cdn Armd Bde , lJ. Jun 44) 
This accelerntion of timing prevented adequate briefing 
of the troops who were to participate ; as late as 1000 
hrs , 11 Jun , the diarist of Q. O.R. of c. had noted: 
"Rumors of an attack to be put in but nothing definite as 
yet " (W. D., Q.O.R. of C., 11 Jun 44) . With H Hour set at 
1300 hrs, the brigade Order& Group wns held only two hours 
previ ous and unit orders i n consequence were issued even 
later. (W.Ds ., H.Q. 2 Cdn Armd Ede , and 6 Cdn Armd Regt , 
11 Jun 44) The artillery plan , mor eover, could not be 
pr operly co- ort.inated . (~,) 

476. It was proposed that "B• Squadron, with 

* Canadian War Diaries give no reason for this order . 
However, 11 ••• it must be assumed that the decision was taken 
at a conference held by the A:rmy Commander at 1700 hours 10 
June with the Commanders 1 and 30 Corps , and that it was de
s i gned in order to protect the left flank of 69 Infantry 
Brigade of 50 (N) Division (30 Corps) who were planned to ad
vance through Bronay (8872) on to the feature point 103 
( 856704) on the morning of 11 June" ((HS) 952 . 013 {D97) : Hi st
orical Section of the Cabinet , Liberation Campaign North West 
Europe 1944-45 , Operations 7-16 June 1944, Ch III, BOok II, 
p . 201). 
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"D" Company, Q.. o .R. of C., should lead the ndvnnc e , first 
seizing Le Mesnil- Petry so thnt the River .Muo could be 
crossed nt its narrowest point (i . e •, southwest of Norrey) . 
(W. D., 6 Cdn .Armd Regt , 11 Jun 44 ; Major J .N. Gordon , 22. cit) 
A second squadron and another i nf nntr y compnny wer e then 
to by- pass Cheu.x c.nd seize the high ground to the south 
of it . Finally a b~ttalion f ortress would be f ormed 
there end the e r aour wi thdrc.wn . ( (HS) 145 . 2Q20ll ( D4) : 
Speci a l Report on Q. O.R. of C's act i on nt Le Mesnil-Patry. ) 

477. The att eck was attended by misfortune froa 
the very first .* The st~..rt line selected was the rcilwc.y 
south of Br otteville nnd at this point the t £tnks were t o 
be deployed . (2 Cdn ~·a.rm1 Ede ,Report ••• ) But insufficient 
knowledge concerning the l ocnti on of minefields on either 
side of the ro~d in this ~reo. mnde it necessc.ry to ~roceed 
through Norroy- en- Bessin in line- a.head f ormation . (W.D., 
6 Cdn .it.rmd Regt , 11 Jun 44) The r a ilwcy line wns crossed 
by the lending squadron nt 1437 hrs (W.D., H. Q. 2 Odn Ar md 
Bde , 11 Jun 44) ; with n compruiy of inf~ntry riding on the 
tanks , the squadron then pnssed through Norrey nnd moved 
to the wes t towc.rds Le Mesnil- Patry, followed by the 
r emainder of the reginent ~.nd the second infantry compe.ny . 
The t anks hnd not gone far acros.s the wlleat fi elds between 
Norroy nnd Le Mesnil- Pntry when a very henvY volume of mort~r 
nnd machine- gun fire f r om concealed eneny positions conpolled 
the infcntr y to disaount Md tclce cover . :..lthough the tanks 
proceeded =i.becd t o shoot the ene.c?.Y out of his slit 
trenches , "D•• Company , Q,. O. R. of C. , suffered numerous 
casualties and could not r eorganize successfully . "O" 
Squndr on , which was following , moved t o the right to give 
cover ing fir e mid a small par ty of infc.ntry actually reached 
Le Mesnil-F~try (or its twin village , Les Saullets ; the 
point is not cle'"' r) , from which it eventunlly withdr ew t o 
Norrey . (W. D., Q. O. R. of o., 11 Jun 44) . The enemy 's 
positions could not easily be loccted , but el ement s c f 
"B" Squndron aov~d forward and likewise enter ed Le Mesnil . 
(V? . D., 6 Cdn Arnd Regt , 11 Jun 44) 

478. At 1615 hrs Cru!le n re~ort th~t eneny tanks 
hod been observed in the area of Cristot ( 8770) . (W .D., 
H. Q. 2 Cdn 1\rmd Bde , 11 Jun 44 ) Dut only n little earlier 
word hod been r eceived thnt Oriatot WftS in the hands of 
8 ~\rmd Bde , ~nd accordingl y the Canadian Sher mnns were 
direct ed t o displ ay their recognition signnls . It wca soon 
all t oo evi dent th : t the crmour in question was hostile end 
the s ituntion r apidly grew worse cs nore tanks and anti- tc.nk 
guns opened fire fron St . Mauview to the south. (2 Cdn il.rnd 
Bde Report ; ... ) Seeing thnt the whol e regiment was in 
danger of bei ng outflanked , the commanding off i cer ordered 

I 

~f-This dny ' s action, which their r egimental history 
calls "The Bl ack Day of the Russo.rs ", is vi vidly descr ibed 
in A History of the First Husso.r Reginent , __QE cit , 
Ch XVIII. -
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a wi thdrawnl to the start- line , o.nd "11." Squadron was 
des patched to a position enst of Bret teville to cover the 
r eturn of the infantr y . But the or der to withdr aw wcs not 
received by "B" Squadr on , with which all contact had been 
103t, o.nd it continued to fight on. JJJ. its offi cer s and 
all save three N. C. Os . were listed as Dissing, and only 
two of its tnnks r et ur ned . (°il . D., 6 Cdn JU'l:ld Regt , 11 Jun 
44 ) Al though the 6 Cdn Ju-md Regt hnd suffer ed he~vy 
casual ties , they "infli cted heavier ones on the enemy, 
esped.. o.lly on his infantry" (Ibid) . Mor eover, the r egiment , 
claimed to hove knocked out t lir'e'e anti- tcnk guns nnd 13 
tnnks , mostly Fnnthers . (Ibid ) " D" Conpcny of Q, . O. R. 
of c. was found to have suf'f'9'red 96 casunlties , of whora 
mor e than holf were missing . (W. D. , ~. O . R . of c., 11 Jun 
44) At the close of this disastrous day the infcntry 
battalion r eturned to Neuf Mer (Ibid ), and the fol lowing 
dny we.s ordered t Q r ejoin its brigade . .:~t the end of the 
day, Brigadier Wymo.n decided t o "withdr aw t he [nrmour ed] 
brigede three Dil es behind the forward infnntr y positions , 
and to concentra te it within o. circle of two Dil es 
dio.neter" ( Vl . D., H. Q. 2 Cdn Armd Bde , 11 Jun 44 ) . Brigade 
headquarters wn~ moved to C~.milly and the three ar moured 
regiments were placed in ~ seni- circlc P.round the outskirts 
of that village . (Ibid) 

479. The following duy 6 Cdn Armd Regt was told 
by the Cor ps Commender "thet while tho bnttl e yesterday 
had seeraed fUtile , it nctuully put n Fcnther Div attack 
on the skids " ( Th id , 12 Jun 44) . Moro over , the Canadian 
attack supplemented the attack by 7 Brit Jl.Xmd Div on its 
r ight flo.nk . (Infro , para 523) . It is significant that 
the scale of the enemy ' s counter- attacks on the brigade 
for tress mnterially dil!linished a:fter this dete . J.J.so , tho 
oper ation hnd served to r oliove the pr essure agcinst 30 
Cor ps , whose nrmoured offensiveness wns now i n fUll cour se . 
( 2 Cdn Armd Bde Report •••• ). 

480 . Loter, as repor ts began to filter in , it 
once again becnrno evident th~t SS t r oops wer e ruthlessly 
shooting those s oldiers who tell into their hands . A 
r iflenan of "D" Co!1pany, Q,. O.R. of c . , described how a:fter 
the action the ene!1y searched tna grnin fields o.nd shot 
any Cnn~diuns found lying ther e , whether wounded or not . 
(S ecinl Re ort on . O.R . of c .t s hction at Le Mesnil
Fatr y J.DJ.lar experi ences were r elated by tcnk crews 
who subsequently escaped froo i mpr isonment . (W.D., 6 Cdn 
1...rmd Regt , 17 Jun 44) Aft er Le Mesnil- Pntry wns captur ed , 
c burial party was dispntched to senrch the v.rea . ht one 
point five bodies were found lying in a row: all had been 
wounded and hod ho.d their wounds d r essed and a l l h c.d been 
shot at close qunrter s thr ough the hend . (W. D., Q. O.R. 
of c. , June 1944 : Appx 75, Report of BuI'!.a l rarty ) To this 
atrocity , known to have been coaoitted by member s of 26 
SS Pz Gren Regt , nust be added th~t occurring on 8 Jun ~t 
the Chfttenu d ' Audrieu (864713) , in which personnel of 
R. Wpg Rif , c~ptured nt Iutot- en-Bessin , were simila r l y 
put to death . (Report of No . 1 Cnnndinn War Crines 
Investigntion Uni t ••• , 2.'Q. cit) When the irici dents at 
BUron and Authi e are r ecalled, it becomes quite obvious 
that these i;r.acti ces wer e coCI!lon thr oughout the entir e 
12 SS Pz Div . 
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481. (iv) The Clearance of the Mue Valley 
To complete this ?'Beard of nct ivity in the right s ector up 
to 11 Jun , it is necessary t o describe mor e fUlly the 
' mopping- up ' operat ions undertaken by 8 Cdn Inf Ede . These 
had pr operly begun as onr ly cs D plus 2, when it was f ound 
"thnt the wide front on which the nssau l t wes mnde nnd the 
stress which had been la.id on advancing inlc.nd with all 
poss i ble speed h~d prevented a thorough search ••• being 
carried out between the vnrious o.xes of adv" (I!ri.&adier 
Blackader , 2.E cit) . The oper~t ions in the Mue Valley and 
adjoining l'.rca fnll into two stages : ( i) t he el emination 
of snipers within the divisional a rea as far south as 
Thaon, and (ii) tho clearance of the valley beyond Tho.on , 
which was to be integrated with the attack on Cheu.x 
described cbove . 

482. The first stage wns chiefly the r esponsibility 
of R. de Chaud , which on e Jun was engaged in cleafing the 
woods cbout Fontaine-Henri . Guided by civilians, the unit 
accounted for numerous snipers . It l!light be observed thct 
it w~s in this r ole thnt the members of 716 Inf' Div seemed 
to excel; unreliabl e in defence and hopeless in the att ack, 
their snipers nonetheless "very tenacious l y and bravely" 
continued to ha r ass the d ivisional area when they might 
have been expected to attempt escape ( Ibid) . Ont he first 
day of this ' anti - sniper cc.mp~n', a party of R. de Chaud 
was led to o. cave sheltering n large body of enemy 
artil lerymen , who hed previously captured certain Canadiai 
provost and signal personnel . When t heir pos ition was 
besieged , 109 Germans surrendered without a fight, acting 
on the suggestion of a Canadian officer . ( For details 
see W.D. 1 4 Cdn Pro Coy, Jtµie 1944 : Appx 4 and W. D., 3 Cdn 
Int' Div ~::Hgs ·, June 1944: 1ippx 2) The same cot ivity 
continued throughout 9 and 10 Jun , with troo~s of 51 (H) 
Div assisting. (W. D., R. de Cha.ud, 9 Jun 44 ) The diarist 
of 9 Cdn Inf Bde re~o.rked on the efficiency shown by R. 
de Chaud in this work, sc.ying thet it was now "compar atively 
safe to wnl.k through the village " of Col omby- sur. Thnon 
(W. D., H. Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde, 10 Jun 44) . 

483. The second stcge , which involved olenring 
the some valley al!?lost ns f ar south as the Caen- Bayeux 
r oad, was at first designed , as we have seen; to pr epare 
t he wny for the c.rmour ed advance on Cheux . This task 
was assigned to 46 R. M. Cdo , placed under col!l.l?lnnd 8 Cdn Inf 
Bde , supported by "A" Squadr on , 10 Cdn Arod Regt , a troop 
from R.M. Armd Sp Gp , a section of engineers , nnd a field 
r egiment of a r tillery on cll11 . (( HS )285SS4. 0l8 (Dl) : Wax 
Dinry Extracts - 46 R.M. Cdo ) As the clearance of the valley 
progresS3d:li was planned to move t he uni ts of the brigade 
into position there, so thet the enemy, once driven out , 
coul d not re- occupy the area . The movement of the brignde 
wo.s tc be cOITied out in the following .canner ; R. de Chaud 
would proceed first to Br ay and then, following 46 R. M. 
Odo , would occupy the village of Rots (9571) ; N. Shore R. was 
to move to the a r ea. of Camilly1 later tclcing up positions 
in Rosel (9673) . (W. D., H.~. u Cdn Inf Bde , 10 Jun 44 ) 
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Br igade headquarters was to be moved f r om lmguer ny to Br ay . 
The conclusion of the oper~ticn woul d see 8 Cdn Inf Bde in 
contr ol of the wooded vnlley which still threatened the 
security of the divisional ereo , ruid n firm le~ flnnk t hus 
established to permit further advances f r om 7 Cdn Inf Ede ' s 
seot or . These movonents wer e begun on the mor ning of 11 
Jun, with R. de Chcud being br onsported to Dr ay in troop
carrying vehicles . (W.D., R. de Chnud , 11 Jun 44 ) At the 
sc.me time N. Shor e R. moved f r o.l'.!l .Anguer ny to the wester n 
outskirts of Cnir on , the vill:ige itself still being in 
enemy hends . Ji,s events fell out , the tir1ing of the Chau 
attack w~s udvnnced , so thct the two oper~tions pr oceeded 
almost simultaneousl y . 

484 . The oper~tions in the valley were to bo 
ccxried cut by 46 R.M. Odo in four phases ; Phase I, the 
clenre.nce of the woods fro.o Thlrbi~re to Ca.iron , Phnse II , 
the c~pture of Cairon ; Phnso III , tho captur e of Rosel ; 
nnd Phase IV, the capture of the twin villages of Le Ham.el 
and Rots (Tf! .D. Extracts , 46 R.M. Cdo , 11 Jun 44) "A" 
Squniron 10 Cdn !Jnd Regt , wus to nove along the right flank 
of the ridge running southwest from Thaon between Br ettevillo-
1 ' Orgueilleuse and Le Hru:iel . {R.M. Comaandos in Nor l!lo.ndy , 
.2l2 cit) 

485 . /~though initinlly opposition was light , 
the operction prcved t o be a slow t ~sk . The Co.cinnndo 
cr ossed its st:irt line ct 0845 hrs , 11 Jun , but hnd ronchcd 
Cni ron only by 1145 hrs . (W. D., H. Q. 8 Odn Inf Ddo , 11 Ju.h 
44 ) The advnnce continued durine the c ft crnoon nnd 
Lnsson nnd Rosel wore cle~red . Serious resistance wos 
encountered in the evening when tha f oroe enterod Le 
Hanel nnd Rots , where bitter str eet fighting took place 
against SS troops . To nssi st the Royal Marines , Sher rn'l.ns 
wer e brought fron the high ground into Rots itself. ~rnthers 

hcd been concealed in the centr e of tho vil lage nnd kn( eked 
out s ever nl of the tr.nks . Tho Sherno.ns replied end two 
ranthers were in turn destr oyed , but the cttacking force 
was conpelled to withdr nw tenpornrily in the face of 
ster n oppositicn (R.M. Co.r:u::mndos in Nor mnndYj 2 Cdn Armd 
Bde Report •••• ) The CoL!I!llUldO wos gi ven the cssi str.nce 
of c. company of R. de Car:ud , nnd re.rorted the nren clonr 
nt 0605 hrs , 12 Jun . (Mossc.ge Log , H. Q. S Cdn Inf Bde , 
12 Jun 44) The fierceness of the fighting in Rots is 
reflected in the f eet thnt 122 Gern~n dead were lnter 
discovered in the t own . (Messc.ge Log , G. S., H.Q. 3 Cdn 
Inf Div, 14 Jun 44 : Serial 9 ) N. Shor e R. enter ed Lassen 
e.nd Rosel . (W.D., N. Shore R., 12 Jun 44) Q. O.R. of c. , 
now r eleased by 7 Cdn Inf Dae c~er their unfortunate 

attack on the previous day , conpleted the occupation of the 
new bri gade fortress by taking up n position in Dr oy . 
( Vl . D. , q,. 0 • R. of C. , 12 .run 44) During the night 12/13 
Jun, o. pc.trol of R. 'ilpg Rit' entered La Villeneuve {949707 ), 

found it unoccupi ed nnd ronnined ther e until r elieved 
some hours lat er by n platoon of R. de Chaud . (W. D., 
H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde , 13 Jun 44) 
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SURVEY OF THE .1.i.SSli.ULT * 

406. ll Jun mn1 be sni d to murk the end of 
the f irst phase of Operation "OVIRLORD" . Ma.in Headquarters , 
Second Army was now in operation at Cr eully. By this 
dcte , moreoever , the per m.e.nence of the Allied bridgehend 
in Nor mandy h~d been assured . On the previous dc.y 
Gener al Montgomer y , in a per sonnl messege to nll the 
forces under his commend , hnd written : 

After four days of fighting , the Alli ed 
i"u-mies have secured a. good and firm lodgement 
aren on the mainland of Frnnce. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Br itish , Canadian and f...mer ican soldiers , 
fight ing s nllantly side by side , h~ve c chieved 
a great success hnd have placed themselves in 
a good position from which to oxploit this 
success . 

(W. D. , Lt- Gen H. D. G. Crer ar , 
G. O. C.-in- C. First Cdn iJ.rmy, 
June 1944: Appx "G" ) 

4G?. On 11 Jun General Keller sent to General 
Cr er ar the foll~wing mossage : 

From Keller to Crerf.'.r . Following letter 
r eceived by me today from A:J.-rmy Commander . 
Quote . My dear Keller the first phase of the 
operations the gaining of the beachhead is 
over . You and your division played a major 
pert end I want to tell you how much I admire 
and appreciate the nc.gnil'ico!l.t wor k you hav) 
all done . A batte.lion ol' 3 Can~dian Di vision 
was the first unit in the Second Army to 
rench the final objective . That is something 
which you will always remember with pr ide . 
Yours ever Dempsey. Unquote . 

(W. D., G. S. (Ops }, H.Q. First 
Canadian J-;;rmy , June 1944: 
L.ppx 55 ) 

4GO . 3 Cdn Inf Div hnd indeed lived up to e ll 
expectations . By 12 Jun the mon of 3 Cdn Inf Div and 2 
Cdn Ar md Bde, who but e week previous had been ' green' 
troops , had not only broken through the Ltlantic Wa ll but 
ha.d sustained th"e weight of the eneoy ' s counter-attacks 
without losing ground . They could now consider themselves 
firmly estnblished. "OVERLORD" now entered upon its 
s eoond stng9 . 

4G9 . Import ant ns wer e the inffl.Iltr y and ar mour ed 
b~ttalions which engnged , for the most part , the eneny nt 

*i .. nap showing the advances of 21 .tuny Gp during 7- : 3 Jun 
is ntt o.ched as J..ppendix "0° . 
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closer quarter s thnn other units in the division , theirs is 
not the whole s tory . This survey will sketch the work of 
those supporting nrms n.nd services behind the lines · 
whoso contribution to the success of "NEPTUNE", if l oss 
spectacular , was ncnetheless equally essonti~l . l.J.so , 
a r eview or the events on the whol e ''NEPTUNE" front will 
be given to place tho Cnn~ni~n effort in its proper 
perspective . 

(a ) Artillery 

490 . By 11 Jun , 3 Cdn Inf Div heC: almost 
doubled the nrtillery support with which it started on D 
Day. On the right , 12 and 13 Fd Regts , R.C.A., were in 
support of 7 Cdn Inf Bde . 6 Fd Rogt , R . 1~ ., anc'l 14 Fd Regt , 
R. C ./ .. . , gave support t o 0 Cen Inf Bde while 191 Fd Regt , 
R.h ., and 19 Fd Regt , R.C.A., supported 9 Cdn Inf Bde . 
Troops of 2 R.M.A. S. Regt were attached to Vll.rious crtillery 
units throughout the divis i on nnd acted as field artillery 
or in an anti - tenk r ole as the s i tur.tion de.c.rnncea ·* ilso 
under command C. R. li. . , 3 Cdn Inf Div wns 79 Med Regt , R •• : .. . 
(W. D., H. ~. R. C. A., 3 Cdn Inf Div , 11 Jun 44) Frequently 
these Brit i sh end Canndinn '1.rtillory r eginents were 
called u pon to give support t o the British divisions on 
either flank of J Cdn Inf Div . 

491. All artillery units , wh.ntover their role , 
wer e kept very busy during the first week of battle. Not 
only did they give supporting fire to the inf£1.Iltry both 
in offensive and defensive actions but , owing to the 
fluidity of the battl e , frequently hod to perform infantr y 
tasks to clear snipers , etc ., from their gun areas . An 
examplo of the tasks carried out by one of the field 
artillery units is given by the regimental histori an of 
12 Cdn Fd Regt . The fighting he cescribcs took .place on 
9 Jun when the unit was in Bray . This was the same c ttack 
on 7 Cdn Inf Bde as described above (par as 45D ff) . 

On no nccasion di d the <lrtillcry play a 
mor e vitnl r ol e thnn they did on th2t d~y . The 
weather was too bad for air support so thGt if 
the tanks were to be stopped we hnd t o stop 
them. We fired first ~ "Uncle n t arget directly 
in front of us and then the guns would switch 
ninety degrees o.nd fire on the attack on the 
right . Whil e ull this was going on the Sth 
Bri &ede and tho 3rd British Division on our le~ 
flank cc.lled for help nnd we fired ''Uncle" and 
"Victor" tar gets that required switches of 1 00 . 
degrees Qnd r anges of seven to nine thousruid 
yards . What a day it was; the Gunners r esponded 
magnificent l y ~.nd the piles of empty cartridge 
cc.sea beside the S. Ps . grew by leaps nnd bounds . 
Each time we switched beck to the tnnk:s in 
f r ont of us tho r~ge would be short er and appec.ls 
of the F. O. Os . mor e desper ate . When we finally 
stopped them the r nnge was just over 1600 ynrds 
much too close for comfort , especailly when we 
were firing ct 0000 yards in the opposite 
direction . 

(Tho Histol'7 of 12 Cano.di en 
Fiold acgimar..~ , QJ.? cit , p . 19) 

*This regi.oent continued to work with the C~1dians 
until 20 Jun by which dnte 25 of the or iginal 32 Centaur tanks 
wer e still in nct i on . (W. D., H~ Q . R . C . ~., 3 Cdn Inf Div , 20 Jun 44) 
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492 . During this s rune o.ttack 94 Bt·y of 3 Cdn 
A tk Regt , supporting 7 Cdn Inf Bde in Putot and Bretteville, 
saw henvy fighting and suffered considerable casualties . 
The regiment "had six 6- pdr guns lmocked out and 3 MlOs 
put out of act ion" during the first few days of mixed 
fighting (W.D. , 3 Cdn A tk Regt, 9 Jun 44) . By 12 Jun 
the unit•s guns were distributed o.s fol1 ows : 4 Bty 
supported C Cdn Inf Bde in the Bray nr ea : 94 Bty supported 
7 Cdn Inf Bde in the Norroy area; and 105 (Composite) 
Bty, together with 52 Bt!; with both in V~ilons-les-
Buissons 61'ea suppo~tirtg 9 Cdn Inf Bao . (Ibid . 12 Jun 44) 

). 

493. By 12 Jun o.lso all the batteries (less one 
troop of each battery) of 4 Odn L. A. A. Regt had landed in 
NormflrtdY• Prior to this time 32 Bty, which had landed on 
D Day (supr~ , para 325) , had shot down six enefflv aircraft 
and drun~.ged others . (W.D. 4 Cdn L.A. A. Regt , Julyi 1944: 
Appx 10 . "War Diary " f 32 Et; y 4 Cdn L. A. :_, Regt , 6- ll 
Jun 44" ~ On the day the remalnder of the unit landed , this 
sa.m.e buttery "shot down 3 F'lf 190s between 1415 hrs and 
1520 hrs" (W. D., 4 Cdn L . A. A. Regt, 12 Jun 44). Within 
forty- oic;ht hours of their landing , 69 nnd 100 Btys were 
deployed in 3 Cdn Inf Div ' s gun e.rees and were engaging 
eneoy aircraft . (Ibid" 14 Jun 44) 

(b) Engineers 

494. Jct'ter the obstacles had been cleared from 
the benches , no further main engineering t asks confr onted 
3 Cdn Inf Div . Nevertheless , there wcs a variety of 
sapper duties to be perfor med . Chief emong these for ell 
compnnies was r oute clearance for infantry brigades . This 
included not only oh6cking the roads ond their ver ges f or 
mines , but r emoving knocked- out vehicles which blocked tho 
r oads . 11.reo.s were also swept for mines to provide sites 
for assembly ar ens , headquarters , vehicle ' herbour s ', etc . 
Eneoy guns end ru:ununition dumps were destr oyed along with 
other enemy equipment and emplacenents . Water points were 
established , houses ruid buildings socrched t or booby- traps 
and deloused , nnd n general r econneissnnce was .mo.de of 
the ar ea f or l ocel resources , airfi eld si tes~ , end so forth. 
In some cnses soall mine bolts were laid in conjunction 
with the infc.ntry. The 11\l'gest of these .min efi elds w2s one 
containing 12~0 mines lnid on 9 can Inf Ede ' s front by 16 
Cdn Fd Coy. (W. Ds . , 5, 6, 16, and l fl Cdn Fd Coys , 6- 12 
Jun 44} 

495 . On the whole , the asscult forces hnd 
oomparntively little trouble with large minefields . Aside 
fron the enecy 's innbility to lcy tho nw::i.bcr of mines ho 

-s..r.cc.nndian Engineers nr.de n r econnaissance of no air
field site south of .. anblie which, by 12 Jun , wns vrnll under 
construction . (W. D., 11 Cdn Fd Coy , R. C. E., 12 Jun 44 : 
Appx 6, "Message fron C.R. E., 3 Cdn I n f Div to 10 Cdn Fd 
Coy" ) 



- 192 -

would have desired (suPra, para 70) , t he Allies were 
further aidod by the geographical problems besetting the 
enemy . These problems have been explained ns follows : 

One unexpected feature of the invasion wns 
the ineffectiveness of the land minefields 
behind tho beaches in holding up tho advance 
inland . The Germans hcd compromised between 
military and civil considorr:tions by plncing 
tho minefield$ so ns to nvoid much interference 
with the life of tho region . Tho fishing 
villages ruid holidcy resorts thnt cover nenrly 
hnlf of the const between the Orne and Coursoullos 
woro compnrntively clonr of mines . To prevent 
children ruid cattle from strQying into the n ine
fiolds , they were usually surrounded with · 
bnrbed-wire fences with warning notices . 1md 
the v~st extent of tho West Wall lod to str atagem 
- - more than half of tho minefields in Normandy 
were dummi es . The key to the minefield defence 
lay in covering their gaps with fire , but tho 
surprise achieved as a result of the ••• 
[weather in which the Allies attacked] made this 
impossible . 

(c) Intorco:rnmunication 

(Arthur Davies , "Geographical 
Factors in the Inv~sion and 
Battle of Normnr1dy" , The 
Gcographiccl Review, October 
194 , p . 61G) 

496 . Com.ciunications , which functioned well 
during D Dey , improved during the first week of battle ns 
moro men end equipnent were n~do nv~ilable t o signnl 
officers . In short time "line was put into ever yone but 
7 Cdn Inf Bde", the latter being onm.itted "owing to n 
dangerous r oute" (W. D., 3 Cdn Inf Div Sigs , June 1944~ 
Appx 17 , Report on Operation "OVERLORD" ). By 11 Jun tho 
signals wc.r dicrist wrote: "It is our boast ••• that nt 
no time since the Operation commenced hnvc we not been in 
communication with everyone" (W. D., 3 Cdn Inf Div Sigs , 
11 Jun 44) . Coble- l aying sections had learned by this 
time to keep a mnn covoring them ns thoy laid their lines . 
Ono signals section "endod up with 85 prisoners fron this 
policy" (Report on Opern.tion "OVERLORD") . Little use 
Wfl.s me.de of enemy or French equipment in the nren by 3 
Cdn Inf Div Sigs . 

497 . The Contact Dctnchoents rencined with their 
formations until D plus 8 , at which time they were with
dr awn to divisional headquarters (Interview with Capt . 
Newsam, .£P. cit} Should the division go on the offensive 
once more , these det achments would be returned to their 
respective units . (Ibid) The regiment supplying these 
Contact Detachments wns further r epresented in Nornll!ldy 
by 11 Jun . On tho.t day "B" Squo.dron , 7 Cdn Reece Regt, 
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landed in France , accompanied by Lt - Col T.C. Lewis, the 
unit ' s commanding officer . (favey , .212. cit, pp 44-4~) 
On 12 Jun "the Squadron moved to the village of Cam.illy, 
where it took up positions around the village to give 
local protection to Divisional Headquarters in c nso of 
enemy infiltration or paratroop attacks " (~, p . 44) . 

(d) Administration 

49G. Until such time ns higher form~tions 
nssuraed r esponsibi lity, mnintenance wns controlled by the 
division. Boach stores dumps were quickly accunuluted by 
using amphibious l oad- carriers {DUKWs ) as well as nll types 
of l anding crcft. (Highlights of Adninl~trntion , .212. cit) 
"The op proved thnt planning hr'.d been sound as to edmn 
nrrnngeraents . Assault scale tpt hud been properly londed 
to provide the i!i'.l!:ledinte essentials during the early dnys ' 
No one went short of ru;m , t ools , food or water" (Brigadier 
Blnckeder, .Q.12 cit) 

499. The provision of utll1lunition and petrol wns 
the r esponsibility of the divisional n.c.A.s.c., which for 
the early stages of the operation had created a nunber of 
specicl departments to meet tho abnor mal supply situation. 
(Soc 3 Cdn Inf Div Admn Plan, .212. cit) A bench dump was 
established on both MIKE c.nd N~lN Sector s and ammunition 
stored there was avcil~blo either on call from the i nfantry 
or for subsequent r emova l to the gun ar eas . Distributed 
thr oughout ships o.nd era.ft of Force "J" wore 420 trnilors 
5- cwt , lo~dod with petr ol , srn~ll a rms n.t!llTI.unition ~nd mi nes ; 
these were br ought nshoro by nny available vehicles, and 
when assembled in a t r ailer park constituted ~ nobile 
stor e for immediate r eplenishment . They were towed to 
forward localities by u ' jeep platoon ' formed for this 
pur pose . .Ammunition dumps wer e estnblished in "M.lffiY" A.nd 
"Jl'~E" Gun Areas , the first stocks of inf8.ntry runmuni tion 
and mines being ccrried f orward on the field artillery 
"Priests " which occupied these areas . On i3 Jun , the bench 
dumps were closed down and the Divisional 1.dministrative 
~1rea proper was formed. ((HS) 23503 . 6011 (Dl) : Interview 
with Cnpt. L. A. Bronnnn , R.C.A. S.C. , 3 Cdn Inf Div) A 
full description of the work of the divisional Army 
Service Corps is given in a unit history (( HS ) 235C3. 6013 
(Dl) : Histor~ of R. C. A. S . C. , 3 Cdn Inf Div , June to 
December 1944 • 

500 . The medicnl conpononts of the Canad ian 
ussnult force "wer e t hree field a.mbulancos , one light 
field nm.bulunce , two field dressing stntions , And n 
field hygiene section. Only the three fi el d anbulances wore tc 
participate in the initial assaul t; npnrt from these the 
Canadians were to be dependent upon British nedicnl units" 
(Revised Dr aft·, Offic ial History of the Canc.dian Medical 
Services, 1939- 1945, Vol . 1, p . 356 ) . By D plus 1 the 
entire uni ts of Nos . 14 , 22 ~d 23 Cdn Fd iunbs were ashor e 
supporting 7 ,. l3 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes res pee ti vely . During 
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the first hours of the landing , the assault sections of 
the field a.mbulnnco units 

••• remained in the beach area collecting 
casualties, giving them first a id , and ' nesting ' 
them in the shelter of son-walls, buildings or 
wherever they could br, kept from the withering 
fire that still swept ·the beaches . 

(Ibid , p . 361) 

By 8 Jun, however , casua lty collecting posts , advanced 
dressing stations and field dr essing stations wer e in 
operation. as well as J eep ambulances . 

501 . British medical units {See Order of Battle 
at Appendix "C" ) working in conjunction with Canadian 
medico.l units wer e nlso functioning smcothly by this time . 
British advo.nced surgical centres "were in operation and 
perfor ming surgery before 11 p.m. [6 Jun] . In four days 
they hnd performed about 220 major operations and handled 
in all about H~OO ca.sualties • • • " (Ibid , p . 364) . 

502. On G Jun or ganized evacuation of 
casualties from the beaches by L. S. T. was underway , thus 
relieving the crowded beach dressing stations . Canadian 
medical offi cer s and personnel were on board these L.S . T. 
and "casualties were given treatment ••• in an improvised 
opera.ting room on the lower deck , fed, and cared for so 
that they would arrive in England in the best possible 
condition" (Ibid , p . 366) . Evacuation of casualties by 
air began on IJ'"Jun "a week earli er than had been 
ant icipated" { Ibid ~. For further details on the medical 
aspect of the o.S'S'ffiilt phase, see the Official History of 
the Canadian Med ical Services , 1939-1945, Vol I , Oli Xv"'I I I . 

{e) 1 British Corps 

503. (i) 6th ~irborne Division By the 
evening of 8 Jun , 

504 . 

. • •• the 6th Air borne Division was established 
firoly on the eastern bunk of the River Orne , 
holding a half circle round the little villages 
of Hanville , Le Mo.riquet und Herouvillette, 
with the 1st Spccinl Brigade under their orders 
on the high ground ot Le Plein and near the 
little village of Br€vill e , soon to tecone the 
scene of a fi epce battle . The fighting during 
those f orty- eight hours had gained for the 
Division all its objectives .with the exception 
of a snnll coastal strip near Franceville . 
They had suffer ed noo casualties , and aore than 
1,000 par achutists ho.d not yet r eached their 
rendezvous. 

{By Air to Battle , 
£E cit , p . 89 ) 

During the next few days 6 Airborne Div was 
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engaged in "consolidating its position , beating off counter
attacks , and wal. coming the arrival of small, scattered 
bodies of parachute troops , who had gradually made their 
way • • • to the sound of the guns" (Ibid , p. 91) . 

505 . Enemy attacks against the division were 
launched from the south (by clements of 21 Pz Div) and from 
the east (by elements of 711 and 346 Inf Divs , the latter 
having come from the Le Havre area) . (A. B. Q. Report No . 50 
paras 67 ff) Although most of these armoured- supported infan-
try attacks were beaten off by the parachutists and com-
mandos , the enemy continued to hold a p:>sition in B~ville -
one formi.rig a dangerous salient across the Troarn- Sallenelles 
ridge . It wns 1 Corps ' intention to extend the division ' s 
bridgehead south (infra , paru 519) and to this end the south
ern section wc.s to be taken over by 51 (R) Div . However , "no 
serious att~ck south was ••• safe with the Br,villo gep still 
in the enemy ' s hnnds " (6 Airborne Division - Re ort on 0 era
tions in Normandy , 21? cit • An attempt by the enemy to. ex
tend and widen the gaµ on 10 Jun had been sto.Pped , but it was 
realized that the airborne t r oops would need assistance to 
eliminate the salient altogether . 

506. During the night of 10/11 Jun the leading 
elements of 51 (H) Div (153 Inf Bde) began to cross tho 
Orne . "This was in connection with a proposed 1 Corps 
operation, to be carried out by 51 (H) Division , to break 
out of the bridgehead [on 12 Jun] to the south and east of 
Caen , (Operation ' SMOCK ' ) ". * (Liberation Campaign North Wost 
Europe , £E. cit , Ch III , Book II , p . 248 ). 5 Black Watch, 
placed under General Gale's commruid , made an attack on 
Br6ville 6n 11 Jun but was repulsed with heavy casualties . 
On 12 Jun , 

••• enemy attacks from Br6ville begE4.. ~~ 
Q500 hrs sp by tks . A counter uttack restored 
the situation at 0615 hrs . Further enemy attacks 
came in at 0630 hrs and 1500 hrs . DF tasks being 
fired by 3 Br Div and 51 (H) Div , to repel these . 
At 1700 hrs another very determined uttack came 
in which pressed tps back from their fwd posns . 

(6 Airborne Division- Report 
on Ope~ations. 2.1? c i t) 

"The situation wn.s only restored", wrote General Gale , "by 
a gallant counter- attack by Canadian parachutists, led by 

*On the morning of 7 Jun , General Montgomery stated 
in a message to Main 21 Army Group : "Dempsey to proceed 
relentlessly with original plo.n . He will hold a flank on 
the River Dives and capture CAEN and BAYEUX. He will 
then pivot on CAEN moving east of River ORNE. Likely that 
51 Div will cut in behind CAEN moving east of River ORNEt1 
(Liberetion Campaign North West Europe , £E. cit , Ch III, 
Book I , p . 2) • . 
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Brigadier Je.mes Hill himself" (Gale, .Q.E. cit , p . 99 ; see 
also A. H. Q. Report No . 26 , pp 10-11) . BUt---tile "situntion 
r estored" wes still one which called for drastic ection. 
It was decided to attack again at l ast light . Supported 
by one medium end four field r egiments of artillery-* and a 
squedron of tanks ~ho attack wont in nt 2230 hrs~ It was 
completely succoss1ul . After this bcttle for Brbvillo, 
"neither in the North nor in the South wor e we [tho Air borne 
t r oops] seriously attacked again" (Gale , .Q.E. cit , p . 101} . 

507 . 
Dempsey 

Meanwhile , on tho morning of 11 Jun , Gener a l 

••• wns wnrned by Intclligoncc sour ces that 
tho Germans wore concentrating for an attack 
from Caen. This seemed to be tho major armoured 
counter- stroke which he had been expecting since 
D plus 1 and , as his primary task was to safe
guard tho Allied loft flank , ho postponed the 
airborne plan , ** called for aerial bombardment of 
Caon and crdorod Crocker (tho commender of 1 
British Corps) to convert tho Canadian attack 
into a ' spoiling oper ation ' and t o dispose tho 
rest of his forces dofonsivoly . 

(Wilmot , 2.E. cit , p . 302) 

Tho one.my field commanders, however , had by this time 
given up whnt plans they had f or an armour ed offensive 
to drive tho 11.llies into tho soa. On 7 Jun , Panzer Group 
Wost , commnndcd by General Goyr von Schwoppenburg , was 
ordered to take over from 1 SS Pz Corps "the task of 
eliminating the beo.chhend and regaining tho coast " 
(A. H.Q. Report No . 50, para 48 ). By 10 Jun , Tactical 
Headquarters of Pz Gp Wost was a f GW miles fro~ .Thury-

Harcourt , having essumod command from 1 SS Pz Corps 
during the evening of 9 Jun . On the afternoon of 10 
Jun , "Marshal Rommel was present at the headquarters of 
the Panzer Group and discussed the 1 SS Pz Corps attack 
then being planned for the night of 10/11 Jun" (Ibid , para 49) . 
This attack WffS to be launched , however , with armoured 
divisions already de~ply engaged in tho bridgcllead fight-
ing , o.nd there were no infantry divisions eveilable to 
r eplece the~. This, together with the aggressiveness of 
the Allies and the speed of their build- up , r esulted in 
the 1 SS Pz Corps' offensive being called off . As a 
finishing touch , not long nftor Rommel ho.d loft GeYr 's 
headquarters , it came under a heavy a ir attack. 

~he divisional commander wrc~e that during the first 
week of action, "· • • except for the artillery support Which 
I could get out of the 3rd Division and the 1st Corps , 
which incidentally v:as neve r begrudged and was al ways 
effective , I had only one eight-gun ·battery·or ·75-mm.·How
itzers in the bridgehead.••" (Gale , .Q.:Q cit , p. 109 ). 

*~his was a plan to drop parachutists south of Caen 
in conjunction With a pincer movement 0n that city. See 
infra , para 5190 , 
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General von Goyr was only slightly wounded , 
but his c. of s., Moj Gan von Dawans , ruid most 
of his staff officers were killed , the signal 
section was destroyed , and eej;-ly on 11 Jun 
Seventh Army returned the comm.P-D.d e uthority in 
tho sector to 1 SS Pz Corps. 

Thus it was while those events were forcing the enemy 
on tho defensive thet General Dempsey r eoeivod word of a 
possibl0 German armoured offensive . 

508 . While the :fighting for the B~ville ridge 
was in progress , 152 In~ Bdo of 51 (H) Div arrived enst of 
the Orne . During the night 13/14 Jun, 51 (H) Div 
assumed responsibility f or the southern portion of tho 
bridgehead . 51 (H) Div made some s mall gains cgainst 
stubborn enemy r esistance in their new position. Oper ation 
"SMOCK" was drastically curte.iled on 12 Jun, howevor, owing 
to informQtion received at Corps Headquarters which indicat
ed a strong enemy armour ed attack egninst 3 Brit and 3 Cdn 
In:f Divs . Thus tho roJllflinder of 51 (H) Div was held west 
of the Orne which limited , naturally, the divisicn ' s 
operetions in the bridgehead . 6 Airborne Div was rein
forced by 4 S . S. Bde which came undor divisional command 
on 11 Jun . 

509. (ii) ~rd British Infantry Division The 
opera tions of 3 Brit ~nf Div during tho first week of the 
assault were in many r espects po.rnllol to those of 3 Cdn 
In~ Div. During tho dnys immediately a~er the initial 
lnnding there followed a series of bitter attacks and 
counter- attacks on brigade ruid battalion. levels , e f'ter 
which tho division settled down to a period of consolida
tion and active patrolling. The following account is based 
on Rco.rfe 1 ~ cit 1 Ch III; (HS) 235BJ. Ol8 (Dl): G Ops 
Log , 3 Brit--rn.'f151v, 6- 30 June 1944; and Liberation 
CrunpaW North West Europe , 2E. mit, Oh III , Book II, pp 
266a • 

510. On D plus i. the tesk of elil!linating the 
salient which separ~ted 3 Cdn and 3 Brit Inf Divs was 
undertaken by 4 S. S. Bde on the coast, 8 Inf Bde a few 
miles inland and 9 Inf Bde in the south. $ Inf Bde entered 
Plumetot and Casserons soon a~cr .midday on 7 Jun . It also 
gave some support to 41 R. M. Cdo on the coast . At 
the so.mo time the brigude patrolled Ouistrehnm to clear · 

.· 
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out such enemy pockets n9 remained in the town . 

511. At noon on 7 Jun 9 Inf Bde was ordered to 
attack the base of the salient i . e ., to clear Cazolle and 
thrust on to St . Contest . Perlers and Cazelle were ta.ken 
with little trouble . The brigndo then pressed on to Cambes 
but vms forced to withdraw to Le Mesnil after meeting 
strong enemy opposition. On 9 Jun brigade troops made 
another attack with strong artillery support plus cruiser 
gunfire . The village was t aken in spite of deter .mined 
enemy resistance , and by l ast light 9 Inf Bde was firmly 
consol idflted on its position . Contact between J Brit nod 
3 Cdn Inf' Di vs wns by now firnly established along the 
divisional boundary. 

512 . Except for small local gains , all attempts 
by the division to push closer to Caen itself pr ovod 
fruitless . On 7 Jun l85 Inf Ede launched rui attack to 
secure the Lebisey ridge which overlooked Caen. The units 
taking part in this attcck met fierce resistance and were 
forced to withdraw thet night after suffering heavy 
casualties . Except on the right flunk (in the Cnmbes 
arec.} , the F. D. Ls . of 3 Brit Inf Div were littl e closer 
to Cuen by the end of the first week of action than they 
had been on D plus 1 . 

513 . The s t rong rosistnnce met at Cambes by 9 
Inf Bde and on the Lebisey ridge by 185 Inf Ede on 7 Jun 
hnd its parallel in the Buron-Authie bottle by 9 Cdn Inf 
Bde . Both Co.nadio.n and British troops were for ced back 
from tncir objectives , the former by an attack by elements 
of 12 SS Pz Div . 3 Brit Inf Div ' s thrust to Caen on 7 Jun 
doubtless met with 21 Pz Div ' s attempt to launch an atta ck 
towards Douvres , on attack supposed t o be coordinate~ 
with Meyer ' s attack on the Canadians . (SRecial Inter roga
tion ReRort - Genera lleutnant Edgar Feuchtinger, ~ cit) 
TKE30attle on Lebisey ridge evidentnlly ccncelled the 
intentions of both friend nnd foe . Nevertheless , if 
during the first week of the ass0.ult the British wer e 
denied Coen , it was equally clear to the enemy "that 
the Allied consolidation ••• had progressed to the point 
where it could no longer be defeated with forces within 
r eachn (ik~ F--Q. Report No . 50 , para 66) . 

514. It was in this first week of battle , 
sometime between 10- 13 Jun , that SS Brigade- F\lhrer Fritz 
Witt , officer commanding 12 SS Pz Div , was killed. (Ibid , para 
58} On 13 Jun , Major- General T . G. Rennie , D. s . o., M.c:-;
commanding 3 Brit Inf Div , was ~"riously wounded when his 
J~ep ran over n mine near Cam.beg . (Scarfe , 2£. cit , p . 104) 
His place was taken on 22 Jun by Major General L. G. 
Whistler , D. SeO. (Ibid , p . 110 ) 

515. (±ii} 4th Speci·:\l Service Brigade 48 
and 41 R. M. Cdos , charged wit h clearing the enemy from the 
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coo.st:;i.l strip separating "Juno" and nswor d n landing 
beaches , hed both suffered heavy casualties dur ing the run
i n and during the D Do.y f ighting. (Supr a , par as 285 
and 345 ) By tho end of D Day , 48 R.M. Odo had ent er od , 
but had not cleared, Langrune . Attacking from t he east , 
41 R.M. Cdo was unublo to advance beyond the Herma.nville -
Lion- sur- Mer line by last light on 6 Juno 

516 . On 7 Jun , aided by 5 Centaurs and 1 
Sher man tank , 48 R.M. Cdo (now reduced to 210 all ranks ) 
o.ttcmpted to clonr tho remainder of L\:'.D.gru'le but was 
unsuccessful ( ( HS) 285 . CD4.0~8(Dl) : Ch.ronolog~r of 4 Commando 
[Special Service}~ Brigade , 6- 11 June 1944; Yi,;) ., 4 S .s. 
Bde , June 1944 . The follovfing account is based on these 
two documents) . In the nftcrnco~ it was plnnned to have 
46 R.M. Odo** attack through 48 R.M. Cdo to seize It.c - sur
Mer . This attack wc.s succoosful., Contact wo.s made with 
patrols from 41 R. M. Odo in Luc lute L~ th~ e!'ternoon , 
and shortly thereafter h8 R. M. Ceo reported the end of 
organized resistance in La.ngrun~o 

517 . On 8 Jun 11- S . S . Bd e , ca.me under command .51 
( H) Div. After clearing tho remaining small pockets of 
enemy resistance in tho coastcl :irea, the brigade was con
centrated in the I.a ~livrmtd~-Douvres ~rea . In tho 
aftornoon of the next dny 1 Corps placed 46 R .~. Odo under 
command 3 Cdn Inf' Div to acsist the Canadians in the Jmguer ny 
ur ea . This CommllD.do later he~ped clear the Mue valley. 
(Supra, paras 481- 85) On 10 Jun h S.S. Bde was given the 
r esponsibility of laying seig~ to the Douvr es Radar Station, 
a commitment which had bean held np to this time by 51 
(H) Div. 4 S . S . Bdc wes reinforced on thif; day by the 
arrival of 47 R.M. Cdo which hod completed its task for 
30 Cor ps at Putot- en- Bossin on D plus 2 . ! number of 
Cent aurs and Shormnns from 30 Assault Unit , Royal Mar i n us , 
wer e also placed under t~e brigode 1 s command on the same day . 

518 . On ll Jun fUrther ordc:·s \'Tero received from 
1 Corps . 41 R. M. Cdo was to cc.'1tinuc to Jay siege to 
the Radar station under commond l Corps, b~t the remainder 

*4 S .S. Bde been.me 4 °Coo.mo.ndou Bde on 15 Dec 44 ({ HS) 
225Bl . 042(Dl) : Organization of l Brit Corps , Circul ar 
Notice 529/G of 15 Doc 44 from B. G.S . 1 Corps) . 

-?Hi-46 R. M. Cclo had been held in Ji:rm.y ResorYe "with 
alternative tasks , tho destruction of one or other of two 
for.mida.blc batteries east of the Orne [Merville and Houl gate. 
batter ies] . • • • Ovnng to the success of the bo!!lbardment 
dir ected against the batteries , it wns cancelled and the 
Commandos cc.me under command of 4 S . S. Brigade on D plus 
l" (Royal Mar ino Commandos in Nor.mcm.d:z., 21?. cit ). 

\ 
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of the brigade (less 46 R.M. Cdo , still with the Canadians) 
was ordered to move east of the Orne and take up a position 
on the left flank of 1 S . S . Bde . (W. D., 4 S . S . Bde , June 
1944: Appx "C", 4 S . S . Bde o.o. No . 3) The Radar Station 
consisted of two heavily defended loca~ities , each built 
around the huge coast-watching and anti- aircraft- reporting 
installations . Locality "A" , centred on 004800 , was the 
larger ; it was surrounded by wire and mines and equipped 
with guns in concrete and open emplacements . Locality 
"B" , farther north at 006808 , was similarly defended . 41 
R.M • Cdo , ordered to capture the Radar Station , started 
its attack ut 1700 hrs , 17 Jun , after a half hour in
tensive artillery programme had been fired on the defenders . 
A. V. R. E. teams flogged gaps through the minefields a nd 
planted "Beehive" charges on the emplacements . The eneoy 
at once sought shelter in the deepest concrete structures 
and the infantry who followed the armour were confronted 
with almost no opposition. Organized resistance in both 
localities ceased at about 1830 hrs . Casualties were '.-ery 
light , and prisoners t aken numbered about five officers 
and 200 other ranks . ((HS ) 225Bl . Ol3 ( Dl): 1 Brit Co1·ps , 
Immediate Report No . 9 ~ ncapture of Enemy Radar Station 
Douvres La ~livrande"J Of theso the majority were 
German Air force personnel, the remninder coming from 
11 Bn 1 736 Gren Regt (?16 Inf Div) and 1 Bn , 192 Pz Gren 
Regt l 21 Pz Div) ( (HS) 225Bla023 (Dl}: 1 Brit Corps 
Intelligence Summary No . 5) On 19 Jun , 41 R. M. Cdo re
joined 4 S . S . Bde east of the Orne . 46 R. M. Cdo , re
leased from 3 Cdn Inf Div , rejoined the brigade on 17 
Jun . 

( f) 

519 . 

30 British Corps 

Realizing that Caen could not now be t~ken 
by direct assault o.nd that his attempt to by- pass 
it to the west was in danger of being frustrated , 
Montgomery determined to keep the battle re0bile~ 

' If the Germans wish to be offensive ,' he wrote 
to his Chief of Staff , de Guingand , on the 9th , 
' and drive in our lodgement area between Bayeux 
and Caon, the best way to defeat them is to be 
offensive ourselves .' He intended, he said , that 
the 7th .Armoured Division should strike through 
Tilly ~o secure Villers - Bocage and Evr€cy and 
then exploit south- easto' Meantime , the 5lst 
Highland Division would ' att ack southwards , 
east of Caen , towards Cagny.' When these gains 
hud meen made, he planned ' to put down the 1st 
Airborne Division somewhere south of Caen in 
a big ' air lock ' and to link up with it from 
Evr~cy and Cugny' , thus enveloping the city. 

This was a bold and ambitious plan , in 
which the first essential was the capture of 
the Villers - Bocage ridge . Accordingly , Dempsey 
ordered 7th Armoured to crack the German 
defences at Tilly before they crystallized 
fUrther and told the Candians to seize . 
the Cheux ridge south of the Caen- Tilly road 
so as to protect the flank of the ?th when it 
thrust- on to Villers - Bocage . 

(Wilmot , 2.E 0it , p . 302) 

••• •••• • ••••••••• o• c 
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520. On 7 Jun 50 (N) Div , as with the other 
assault divisions , was concerned with enlarging its 
bridgehead to the D Day objective line and with linking 
up with the .American V Corps bridgehead on its right . 
The enemy ' s 352 Inf Div , whose right wing 50 (N) Div 
had pried from its coastal fortifications on D Day , was 
given no time to recover . Fortunately , the enemy ' s 
closest armour ed reserves were committed in the Caen area 
and during the day 50 (N) Div was able to advance south 
and west without encountering the armoured resistance 
met by 1 Corps . On the morning of 7 Jun Bayeux was enter ed 
and early in the afternoon of the so.me day was firmly 
secured. The division also occupied the hi gh ground 
immediately north and south of the cityo (Clay , .£E cit, 
pp 251 ff ; (HS) 235B50o015 (Dl) : 50 (N) Div-Ext~acts from 
Ops Log , 7 Jun 44) On the mor ning of 7 Jun elements of 7 
.Armd Div were landing at Arromanch9s. (Captain Martin 
Lindsay and Captain M.E. Johnston , Hist2FY of 7th Armoured 
Division (B. ll.. O.R., 1945), p. 31) DUringthe first few 
days , 7 .Armd Div "assisted 50th Division to hol d · and 
i mprove its positions aro:md Bnyeux • • • " (Lt-Col R. M.P . . 
Carver , "The Sev~nth .Armoured Divisi ·:">n , n ~he .Army '. 'Q.uar,t:erly, 
October 1948 , p . 53) . ' 

521. It was not until l ate on D plus 1 that 
8 Armd Bdo was given orders to prepare to l aunch its 
attack south to Villers - Bocage through Tilly- sur- Seulles 
early on the morning of 8 Jun (Extracts from 50 (N) Div 
Ops Log , 7 Jun; supra , para 351) . This armoured thrust 
made f air headway and by last light on 8 Jun the advance 
elements of the column had positioned thems elves on Point 
103 , a dominating feature about l i miles from Tilly~ 
(Li beration Crunpa ign North West Euro~, .£E cit, Ch III, 
Book I , p . 81) 

522 . This attack, as might be expected , stirred 
up a hornet ' s nest . We have alr eady noted the attack on 
7 Cdn Inf Bde by 26 Pz Gren Regt (of 12 SS Pz Div) on the 
same day. {'Supra , paras 458-66) The only force of 12 sS 
Pz Div west of 26 Pz Greh Regt was t he division ' s 
r econnaisso.nce bntt~lio~ ((HS) 981A7 (D3} (c) : Seventh 
Army Situation Map- 8 Jun 44 ) This force, together 
with the leading elements of the Panzer Lehr Division 
(the main body of which ha.d r ca.ched the Thury- Harcourt area 
on 7 Jun) were the main effective German elements in the 
Tilly area opposing the attack by 8 Armd Bde , and thus the 
first enemy armour encountered on 50 (N) Div fronto (It 
can also be cppreciatcd that the weight of the enemy 's 
armoured attack absor bed by 7 Cdn Inf Bde in Bretteville 
and Putot proved very advantageous to 8 Armd Bde . 
The axis of advance of 26 Pz Gren Rogt lay r oughly along 
the line of the Caen- Bayeux road, while that of 8 Ar md 
Bde lay directly ncross this road)o 
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523. On the night of 8 Jun, the main l:x:>dy of 8 
Armd Bde was consolidated in w:i area north of' Aud.rieu 
which was as yet uncleared . The next day , reinfo~ced with 
additional inf'antry , the advance Vias continued . Audrieu 
and St . Pierre were cleared but Tilly was too strongly held . 
An enemy counter- attack made "by tanks and infantry of t he 
130th Panzer' '1.ehr and the 12th SS Hitler Jug end Di visions .•• " 
to clear 8 Armd Bde from St . Pierre failed to dislodge it 
(Clay , £P cit, pp 253- 58) . At this point it was decided 
to consolidate the ground gained and reorganize f'or 
further operations . 

524 . On 9 Jun General Montgomery stated his 
intention "to launch 7 Armd Div ••• [on 10 Jun] southwards 
through BAYEUX to secure VILLERS- BOCAGE and N'OYERS 8762 
and then EVRECY; then to exploit to the S. E. "* (Liberation 
Cam!.D}gn North West Europe , .2.E cit , Ch III, Book I , p . 16) . 
56 Bde, f'ormerly under the coannand of 50 (N) Div, 
came under command 7 Armd Div for this o~eretion . On the 
morning of 10 Jun 22 Armd Bde Gp made its attack west of 
~he Seulles roughly parallel to the main Bayeux-Tilly road . 
uwing to the nature of the Bocage countr~~ to stiffened 
enemy resistance from additional Pz Lehr Div troops which 
had reached the Hottot-Tilly area , and to o.n "unholy 
mix- up" in the ·control of the be.ttle , the ette.ck slowed 
down until by 12 Jun it cc.me to a standstill on the out
skirts of TillY*** (Ibid , pp 103 ff) . 

525 . Even before 7 Armd Div ' s nttack on Hottot 
ground to a halt , 30 Corps' Commnnder had "instructed 
Commander 7 Armoured Division to consider transferring the 
axis of advance of his division t'urther west , in order to 
effect deeper and easier penetration into enemy held 
territory" (Ibid, p. 126) . On 12 Jun, hearing that V U. S. 
Corps was meeting little resistance on their drive t o 
Gaumont , 30 Corps's Commander received General Dempsey's 
permission 

•.• to disengage 7 Armoured Division and 

*This operation would be l aunched at approximntely the 
same time as 51 (H) Div ' s breakout from the Orne bridge
head townrds Oagny (supra ; pnra 506) , and if both thrusts 
wore successful General Montgomery envisaged dropping 1 
Airborne Div south of Ocon to close the pincers . 
(Liberation Campaign North West Europe , ££cit , Ch III , 
Book I , p . 16; suprc, porn 518) 

**Of' the ar ea around Tilly, 50 (N) Div's historio.n 
writes: "This country wes true bocage . It was closer than 
any country in which the Division had ever fought before -
steep hills , deep valleys , small fields and t ull hedges , 
ditches , nnd narrow , twisting lanes were its characteristics . 
It was difficult country for tanks and nerve- recking country 
for infantry, and called for a bettle technique of its ovm" 
(Clay , 2.E cit , p . 252) . 

'***The attacks. on Tilly-sur-Seulles by 8 Armd Ede end 
7 Armd Div onused Pz Lehr Div, alrecdy badly bflttered from 
our a ir attacks , to be committed in a piecemeal fashion 
similar to 12 SS and 21 Pz Divs on 1 Corps front . 
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with thi·s Di vision to launch a right hook r ound 
the western flank of Second Army through the 
.American sector towards Villers Bocage . 

(Ibid , p . 128) 

50 (N) Div was to take over the responsibility for the 
whole 30 Corps front and provide a firm bese for the Corps . 

526 . The new plan wos quickly implemented, and 
during the afternoon of 12 Jun 22 Armd Bde , the division's 
leading formation , began its southward thrust along the 
new axis to Villers . "The move was skilfully carried out 
without encountering other than light opposition • • • " 
((HS) 215A21 . 0l3 (Dll) : 21 Army Group Reports - Immediate 
Report No . 5 , "Operations 30 Corps") . Contact with 1 U.S . 
Inf Div {advanc ing on a parallel axis to C-aumont east of 
the Aure) was made at Livry, a short distance from Gaumont , 
at the end of the day and early on the morning of 13 Jun 
"Villers Bocage was entered without incident" (Lindsay 
and Johnston , £1?. cit , p . 36) . The town , however , soon 
became the scene of a fierce battle . ~ After entering 
Villers 22 Armd Bde sent out a small force to secure the 
high ground to the northeast (Point 213) . Scarcely had 
the group set out to accomplish this task when it was 
ambushed by a number of Tiger tanks, one of which almost 
wiped out the small group .** Lo.ter that morning 22 Armd 
Bde (the division's own infantry brigade , 131 Inf Bde, 
was still north of Livry} was attacked by what was soon 
identified as the lending elements of 2 Pz Div . This 
Fnazer division , in reserve near I.miens when the invasion 
was launched, hcd been moved south to Normandy during the 
intervening dnys and was approaching Vi llers from the 
Mortnin- Vire nrea during 11- 12 Jun . (Seventh /JXmy 
Situation Maps, 10- 12 Jun) As purt of XI.VII Pz Corps , the 
object of 2 Pz Div was to close the gap between Pz l~hr 
Div and 352 Inf Div -- a gap opened by the assault formetions 
and widened by 7 Armd Div's attack on Villers . ((HS) 981SOM. 
(Dl22} : Report of the Commander , Panzer Group West (Gen 
Pz Geyr von Schweppenburg), p . 37) 

527 . Unable to hold Villers with the small 
forces at hand, 22 Armd Bde withdrew to the commanding 
high ground east of .Amaye- sur- Seulles , hoping to hold on 
until the advance of 50 (N) Div on the left relieved them. 
(Lindsay and Johnst?n , £E. cit , p . 38) 

~·nWhich was much complico.ted 0 , writes a war 
correspondent , "by the local fire brigade turning out in 
a mistaken effort to put out fires in knocked- out tanks 0 

(The Times (London) , 22 July 49) . 

**For a description of this battle, see Mejor 
R.H.W.S. Hastings, The Rifle Brigade in The Second World 
Wo.r (1 .. ldershot , 1950), pp 349- 52 . 
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528 . By last light on 13 Jun the bulk of 22 Armd 
Bde was in position east of i.meye , while 131 Inf .Bde 
remained in Granville (7664 }. Early on the morning of 
14 Jun , 131 Inf Bde set out f r om Gr anville to clear the 
road to llm.aye . 2 pz Div ' s attempts to i sol ct e 22 Armd 
Bde were frustrated ond the Livry-~aye road was kept 
open . .tifter visiting 22 .:i.rmd Bde ' s position dur ing the 
a~ernoon , however , the Divisional Commander, 

••• in view of the increasing enemy strength 
and cl.so on account of the disappointingly slow 
progress of 50 Division to the nor th , • •• made up 
his mind to withdr aw 22 Armoured Brigade during 
the night 14/i5 June . 

(Liberation Campai~ Nor th 
West EUrope , ~ c~, Ch I II , 
Book I , p . 146 ) 

Later that o.f'ternoon , orders wer e issued for n withdrewal 
of the division from its exposed position . 

529 . 2 Pz Div made another attack on 22 f..rmd Bde 
befor e it could extric~te itself through 131 Inf Bde . The 
attack was beaten off , and during the late evening the 
br igade withdr ew successfully . By 15 Jun the division 
had established itself in the Briquesard - Ste . Ronor ine
de Duey crea. 

530 . Although 7 J..rmd Div ' s ' right hook ' against 
Villers was unsuccessful , the two-day battl e with 2 Pz 
Div had importnnt results : 

• •• 2 Panzer Div ision ' s intention was to 
drive o wedge between the Br itish and lunerican 
armies through Btlleroy u.nd the For~ de C6risy 
beyond . In fact , t o their great surprise they 
met tho Division at Vil lers Bocage , and wer e 
forced to fight an offensive bettle in close 
countr y which undoubtedly favored anti- tank 
defence , porticulorly the six- pounder anti - tank 
gllil. •••• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

The result was that, temporar i ly , 2 Panzer 
Division, nt a crucial stage 1n the l ending , 
when the build- up was much delayed by the weether , 
wc.s sever ely crippled for u time as an effective 
off ensive torce . 

(Lindsay and Johnst on , ~ cit , p . 40) 

Gener cl Montgomery , wr iting to the Chief of the Imper ial 
Gener al Staff at the time , commented as follows on the 
setback as it af"t'ected his plans : 




