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360. The enemy had contr ol of further potential 
flooding arofuld t he neck of the Cotentin Peninsula . Fron 
La Barquett e , the land bordering the upper reaches of the 
River Douve and its main ~ributaries was below sea l evel 
at high tide . This land con be flooded by opening the 
locks at · Lcl Barquette .* If the l ock was controll ed by the 
invader s , and the bridges over the rivers seized or 
destroyed, the aree thus flooded could .funnel enemy f orces 
attenpting to r ei nforce the Cher bourg garrison through two 
easily defended corridors at the base of the peninsula. 
Furthermore , this area so flooded would protect the flank 
of America.n forces moving on Cherbourg , while dr ained 
it would facilitate a breakout to the south. 

361 . Originally; it was planned to dr op 82 A/B 
Div near La Haye du Puita so as to block enemy move~ent 
through the western corridor . Late in May, however, reports 
of the movement of an additional German divis i on into the 
ar ea woro confirmed , l eaving the A:rm:sr Commender "little 
choice but to shift the 82d nearer the beach in support of 
the seaborne landing" (Bradl ey , 2.E. cit, P• 235) . 

362 . With these geographic f actors in mind , it 
will be easj~~ t o oooprehend the divi~lonal plans and 
oper ations on D Day. 

J6J. (v) l Olst Airbor ne Division The D Day 
plan for 101 A/B Div 

. ••• was to clear the way for the seaborne 
assault [on UTAH Be~ch] by seizing the west ern 
exits e;f the four r oads from the beach across the 
inundated area . At the same time it was to 
establish defensive ar eas along the northern and 
southern edges of the invasion area and establish 
bridgeheeds ncr oss the Douve at two points for 
later exploitat ion in a southward drive t o Carentnn 
to weld VII and V Corps Beachheads . 

(Historical Section, Department of 
the Army, Utah Beech to Cherbours, 
6 June- 27 June ~944 (U.S.A. War 
Office Publicnt on , 1947), p. 10) 

J64. The l anding z ones of the division 's three 
parachute r eginents** were i n an aloost straight line 

Wl'he Ger.mans had flooded this area f or their own 
purpos es before D Day . {Harrison , 2E. cit, p . 287) 

**On D Day 101 A/B Div comprised three Parachute Infantry 
Regiments (which r esembl ed British Parachute Brigades ) and 
one Glider Regiment , togethor with other support ing sub
units. Only 315 glider troops were to l and in support of 
the division on D Day. (Utah Beach ••• , ~cit, p. 14) 
The bulk of t he division ' s 327th .Glider Infeintry landed 
from the sea on D plus l. (Ibid, p . 15). 

,· 
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between Carentan and Foucarville behind UTAH Baach . 
see the maps at the end of this book for a graphic 
description of the airborne divisions ' D Day plans} . 

{Ibid· _ , 

365 . 502 Prcht Inf was to drop in an area a mile 
inland from St . Mo.rtin- de- Vnrreville . One battalion wo.s to 
seize the western exits of the two northern causeways 
leading fron the beaches . The two remaining battalions were 
to secure the division's northern flank a~er knocking out 
certain enemy battery positions at St. Martin- de- Varreville . 
{Leonnrd Rapport and Arthur Northwood Jr o, Rendezvous With 
Destiny, A Histor~ of the lOlst tdrborne Division 
(Washington , 194-8 , pp 90 ff) The reginent's -- and thus 
the division ' s -- D Day obj'ective line in the north ran 
due east froD Beuzeville-au- Plain to the sea . 

366. To the south, 506 Prcht Inf {less 3d Bn) 
was to drop in the area northeast of Hiesville . This 
regiment was to seize the western exits of the other two 
causeways lending inland fron UTAH Bench. Landing in the 
same zone would be 3d Bn, 501 Prcht Inf , as divisional 
reserve . {Ibid) 

367 . One battalion of 506 Prcht Inf, together 
with the main body of 501 Prcht Inf , was to drop in an 
area about one mile south of Vierville , close to the Douve 
River locks . 506 Prcht Inf ' s battalion was to seize the 
locks at La Barquette and hold a small bridgehead across th2 

river at that point . The second was to destroy the railway 
bridge over the Douve northwest of Carentan and two road 
bridges a mile to the east . These operations, together 
with the water obstacles , would secure tta southern 
flank of the divisional area and would complete the 
establishnent of a firm base for the attack on Carent&~ , 

368 . The ~ain body or ·101 A/B Div was scheduled 
to start their drop at 0119 hrs, approximately an hour 
tafter the •Pathfinders ' ~~had landed. fHarrison, ~ cit , 
pp 280 ff) Owing to enemy flak and poor visibility;-ti].e 
drop was widely dispersed and , like their British counter
parts in 6 Airborne Div , men from various units and sub
units were collected together in groups to accomplish 
regimental missions . 

502 Proht Inf , widely scattered as it was , ** 

*The Pathfinders were dropped in advance to mark out 
the regimental dropping zones with colored lights , etc . 

**One 
it did not 
battalion, 
equipment . 

battalion of this regiment was so scattered that 
fight as a unit on ·n Day. Another {artillery} 
dropped in support , lost the great part of its 

(Ibid) -
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was successful in carrying out its main t asks. One group , 
finding the St . Martin battery had been moved and the 
position deserted, took possess ion of the western exit 
of one of the northern causeways without a struggle . It 
made contact with the seaborne f orce s- ot 1'00 hrs .after 
inflicting many c asualt i es on enemy forces retreating inland 
from the beach defences . Another regimental f orce , meeting 
with stiffer opposition, managed to secur e the most 
northern causeway and l at er, in company with other 
r egimental uni ts, established a defensive line from 
Fouoarville to a point east of Beuzeville- au- Plain by the 
enll of D Day. 

370. 506 Pr cht Inf, 1Uthough similarly scattered, 
was able to assemble more quick ly. However one unit• 
charged with securing the exits of the two southern 
causeways , was delayed to the extent that seaborne troops 
hod crossed the causeway before the parachutists arrived . 
The other causeway was not cleared until noon owing t o t he 
understrength forces which could be gather ed together to 
attack it . (Ibid) 

371. Further south, the th.ird battali on of 506 
Prcht Inf made n scattered dr op among nn alerted enemy . 
An extremely wenk: group seized the two bridges over the 
Douve northeast of Carentan but wc.s unable to hold a 
bridgehead on the s outhern bank of the river. Meanwhile , 
the nain body of 501 Proht Inf set about its t ns2 . The 
Lo. Barquette locks were quickly seized with little 
opposition a.nd a bridgehead over the Douve established. 
stubborn oneny resistc.nc e pr event ed tho r egi nent f r on 
destroying the railway and r oad bridges northwest of 
Carentan , however , and those wore still in eneoy hands 
that .night. · 

372. The division ' s position at the end of t he 
d.,' s action is de scribed ss t'ol lows: 

By the end of D Day the lOlst Air bor ne 
Division hnd assenbled only about 2,500 of the 
6 , 600 aen who had dropped during the early 
nor ning hours . They were distributed in nixed 
units of varying s ize . Dut despite the ha,ndicaps 
of scattered l andings and heavy l osses in both 
men and equipment the division hed carried out 
•ne most important of its D-Dny tasks . · Above 
all , the paratroopers had succeeded in clearing 
the way for the move of the seaborne forces 
inland . This was the tosk which had been con
sidered so vital to the whol e Allied invas i on 
plan as to warrant the extraor dinary risk of air
borne l andings in heavily defended enemy t erritory. 
If the division ' s defensive line north and 
south was weak, the weakness was for the moment 
bal anc ed by the enemy's failure to or gan ize 
concerted counter attacks . * 

(Ibid , pp 288- 89) 

*"Total D Day casualties [ f or 101 ll/B Div] calculated 
in August 1944 anounted to 1 , 240 including 182 known killed 
and 501 missins end pr esumed captured or killed" (Harrison , 
2R. cit ' p . 284 J • 
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373 . (vi) g2d A.irbo?be Division The D Day 
plan for 82 A/B Div was 

••• t o secure the western edge of the [~AH] 
bridgehead , particularly by capture of Sto. Mere
Eglise , a key communication centre , e.Ifd by 
establishing deep bridgeheads over the Merderet 
R.,iver, on the two nain roods west .a.rd from Ste . 
Mere- Eglise , for a drive toward St . Sauveur- le 
Vicomte . 

(Utah Beach ••• , ...£1?. cit , p . 10) 

The division , landing further inlnnd than 101 A/B Div , 
was to drop one regiment east and two regiments west of 
the Mer deret . 

374. The 500th Parachute Infuntry, landing 
east of the Mer deret , was to 

••• cepture Ste . M"ere- F.glise , s~ize and 
secur e the river crossing nenr ln Fiere and Chef
du- Pont , and secure a line in thA north running 
through Nouville- eu- Plain and tying in vrlth the 
lOlst .llirbtr ne Division in the vicinity of 
B'.3.tldienville or Beuzeville- au- Plain. 

(Ibid, p . 30) 

375. West of the Merderet , landing hard by 
Gourbesville , 507 Prcht Inf 

••• was to assist the 505th in securing the 
la Fi~re bridgehead nod then establish a 
def'ensive line runnine; southwest froo Gourbesville 
to Renouf . 

It was then "to be prepared to nssune the offensive west
ward and s ocure the line of the Douve River " (Ibid) . 
Also londi9s wost of the Merderct (in a zone north&ast of 
Pont l'Abbe ) was 500 Prcht Inf . It was 

••• to destr oy the crossings of the Douve 
at Beuzeville- la Dnstille and Pont l ' Abb~ and 
extend the 507th ' s defensive line south from 
Renouf . 

From this it can be seen that this western defensive line 
would be about three niles west of the Merderot and would 
have its southern line resting on the flooded portion 
of that r iver. 

376. H Hour for the division was appr oximately 
one hour l ater than that of 101 A/B Div, i.e. , between 
0230 and 0300 hrs on D Duy. 
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377 . The 505 Prcht Inf experienced an exception-
ally good dr op in its sector which , fortunately , was 
devoid of enemy (Harrison , ~cit , p. 289) . One force 
moved iI!lI!l.ediately on Ste . ~e-Eglise and occupied the 
t own before dawn. .L\nother force ufter sett ing out to 
establish the defens ive line i n t~e north , was diverted in 
mid-morning to help defend Ste. Mere-Eglis~ against enemy 
counter-~ttacks fron the south. These attacks were 
successfully contained. A third force pr oceeded toward the 
two cr::>ssings over the Merderet , but it soon becru:J.e 
entangled with elemen~s from 507 and 503 Prcht Inf . 

378. The 507th and 50Bth Parechute Inf'nntry 
suffered a very wide dispersal . Many dr opped in the 
Merderet SWUI!lps and, in order to survive, had to abandon 
equipment sorely needed l ater in the day . West of the river , 
scattered sub-units of both ~eginents , out of contact 
with the division and each other , were engaged in a nUl!lber 
of actions throughout the dccy- . Some of the larger 
groups wer e unnble to link up with the r eco.inder of the 
division for several d(l.ys . 

379. The nnjor part of the f ighting took pl ace 
along the easter n part of the Mer der et . Many parachutists 
from 501 Prcht Inf, dr opping in the marshy ar ea east of their 
planned DZ , made for the high r ailway embop.kraent running 
east of t-he Merderet . Assembling in La Fiore , the river 
came between t hem and their ob j ective . Attempts t o seize 
the I.a Fi~re and Chef- du-Pont crossings were made through-
out the day but were unsuccessful . At one point a small 
br~dgehead was establis hed on the western exit of the La 
Fiere causeway , but since it was not r einforced, the group 
holding it was dispersed by enemy acti on shortly thereafter . 
A quick eneoy counter- attack across the bridge geined him a 
t emporary foothol d on the eastern be.nk. Poor coim::unications 
(made worse by the obstacles offered by the hedger ow 
countr y) , str ong enemy resistance coupled with his ornour 
and a rt iller y support , and the failure of expected glider· 
and s~aborne r einforcements to nrrive by the end of D niy~ 
mode J.mpossible t he attainoent of a divisional bridgehead 
west of the Merderet . (Ibid ] 

380. The division ' s position at the end of the 
day has been summarized ns follows: 

At the end of D Day, the division wns strongly 
ensconced · in the vicinity of ste . M~re-Eglis6 
but wns precari ously situated outside the main 
VII Corps beachhead . It had no contact with the 
lOlst Airborne or 4th Infn.ntry Di visions . It 
had assembl ed only a f r act i on of its own men . 
Pl anned secborne r einforcements had not arrived • 
The bulk of the glider reinforcements {the 325 
Glider Infantry) were not due until the next 
morning . At the end of the day , the division 
r epor:t ed that lt controlled only 40 per cent of 
its combat infantry and 10 per cent of its 
artillery . The first estimate sent on t o VII 
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Corps indicated total casualties of about four 
thousando The bulk of these, however , were the 
missing paratroopers scattered far and 
wide in enemy territory. Revised calculations· 
in August 1944 showed D Day losses of 1,259 in
cluding 156 known killed and 756 missing, pre
sumed captured or killed . 

( Ibid , p . 30 0 ) 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

381. There are nany interesting comparisons 
one CCJl draw between the plrumed employment and actual 
operations of the British P.nd American air borne forces. 
Both lacked the support of heavy wnapons, and thus 
planned to make use of existing water obstacles , whether 
rivers or mnrshes , to defend themselves against enemy 
armoured counter- attacks.. Ea.ch operation counted upon -
and achieved -- surprise , an essential factor to para
chutists dr opped in enemy territory. The drop of the 
airborne divisions was widely scattered; with the result 
that objectives had to be seized by groups whose strength 
in men o.nd equi pment was ouch less then planned , a dis~ 
advantage which could only be made u~,at lenst in part, 
by the initiative and speed Of both Officers and meno 

382. It is difficult , if not impossible , to 
contrast the success of one airborne division against 
another . The wide dispersion aJ.one prevents such a 
contrast even if other factors were not taken into 
consideration . What is more to the point is the success 
achieved by the tliree divisions in spite of their dispersal . 
That , if anything, should be the reel measure of their 
success und ·contribution to the assault, Using this 
measurement , their operations achieved a degree of success 
greater than even the most optimistic could have pl~nned . 

383 . (vii) 4th Infantry Division The sea-
borne attack on UTAH Beach was to be medo by VII Corps 
with the 4th Division in the assault . H Hour was at 
0630 hrs . At H minus 2, 

••• a detachment of the 4th Cavalry Group 
wns to lnnd on the Iles Sto Marcouf [lying four 
miles off UTAH Beach] to capture and destr oy any 
installations there capeble of hindering the 
landing operations . * 

(Utah Beach • • ~~ .2P cit·, p . 10) 

384. After an air and naval bombardment similar 
to that preceding the other assault forces, the division 
planned its assault in the following manner: 

••• the 4th Division ••• planned to land in 
column or regiments on a two battalion front of 
about 2, 200 yards o The 8th Infantry ~so with the 
3d Battalion of the 22d Infantry attached , would 

*After the attack the islands were found to be mined 
but Ul'lOOCUpied . 



- 151 -

make the initial assault . It would first occupy 
the high ground along the road between Ste . 
Mnrie- du- Mont and les Forges and would be prepared 
to move with the bulk of its force ther eafter 
westward across the Merderet River in the zone 
.of the 82d Airbor ne Division . One battalion 
·would be left in the area west of St . Martin 
to protect the division's north flank until 
the arrival of the 22d Inrnntry. The 22d 
Infantr y ••• , next infantr y unit to land , 
beginning nt H plus 85 minutes , would turn 
north from tho beaches to sei ze the causeway 
across the inundations at les Dunes de Varreville . 
Continuing the push northwest, the regiment would 
cnpt~re Q;uin~ville and occupy, the high ground at 
Q;uineville nnd Fontenay- sur- Mer . In the centre 
of the beachhead the 12th Infantr y ••• , landing 
after H plus 4 hour s , would advance with t wo 
battalions abr east to seize tho high ground 
betweon Emondeville and the Merderet River [and 
the le Port Br6hay bridge acr oss the Mer der et] . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
One regiment {the 359th Infantry ) of the 90th 

Divis i on , the first f ollow- up division , was 
attached to tho 4th Division to begin landing on 
D Day . It would assemble in reserve near 
Foucarville. 

(Harrison , ~ cit , pp 302- 04) 

385 . 4 Div encountered less opposit ion f r om 
enemy beach defences during the assault than any other 
assault force . .Although the sea W08 comparatively calm 
and the land1ng made on time , the first assault waves were 
landed over a mile to the south of their planned sectors .• 
Fortunately , one.my undorwater obstacles and defences were 
fewer here than in the planned area. Within a short 
ti.me , "··· company s i ze forces ••• reduced the very lightly 
defended field fortifications covering the two middlo 
beach exits ••• " (Harrison , ~cit , p. 304) . D. D. tanks , 
landing 15 minutes after the int'antry hed touched down , 
played n minor role in these and subsequent operetions . 
Underwo.ter obstncles were cleared in about an hour, and ''well 
befor e H plus 3 hours the beach area had been olefl~ed and 
l andi ngs were virtuall y rout i ne , harassed onl y by sporadic 
enemy artillery fire" ( Ibid ). 

386. The 8th Infantry had little trouble crossing 
the causeways o.nd moving inland onco the boach defences 
were subdued. Two battalions of the r egiment r eached 
tho Les Forges crossroads and consolidnted there during the 
ovening . Another bettalion reo.ched the outskir ts of 
Turqueville by nightfall . Thrust into the Les Forges -
Turqueville - Ste . M~re-Eglise triangle , however , was a 
str ong enemy pocket which acted as o. barrier between 505 
Pr cht Inf and G Inf . Glider reinforcements for 82d Prcht 
Div, landing ver y close to this pocket late on D Day, 
suf fered sever e casualties from enemy ground f1re . 

*Smoke a nd dust thrown up by the air and naval 
bombardment obscured landmar ks from the sea; a strong 
curr ent also contr ibuted to this mislanding . 
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387 . Operations of the other r egiments of 4 
Div can be summarized as follows: 

In the northern portion of the 4th Division 
zone neither the 12th nor the 22d Inf'o.ntry 
Regiment r enched its D Day objeci-:l.ve . Delcys 
wer e caused not by enemy opposition but by the 
difficulty of moving up through the marshes . 
The 22d was halted in the general a r ea f r om Hamel 
de Cruttes on the coast t o Sto Germe~~ -de
Varreville . The 12th cc.me up on the left of the 
502d Parachute Infantry which was holding the lOlst 
Division north flank nenr Beuzeville- o.u- Plain . 

( Ibid , p . 329 ) 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

388. The f ollowing sums up the position of VII 
Corps nt the end of the day' s oper ations : 

Gener nl Bradley ' s right corps on UTAH 
Beach hc.d its weakness es at the end of D Dny , 
but on the whole it was i~ a sound position , 
smeller than planned but better organized and 
stronger tho.n might have been expected . The 
beach, though still under inter mittent enemy 
artillery fire , was cl ear ed nnd prepared for the 
orderly r eception of r einfor cements. The 4th 
Division was present in the benchLond virtually 
intact , or ganized and equipped for offensive actior. . 
Its c~sualties for the day were l ess th~n 200 . $ 
If the position of the $2d Airborne Division 
caused sone concern. the force wes at hand to 
consolidate it . ' 

(Ibi d) 

389. (viii) 1st Infantry Division Lending the 
assault of V Corps landing on OMAHA Beach was the 1st 
Infantry Division. This division was also faced with the 
problem of exits fron the beach because of the 100- 170 
foot bluffs behind the beaches , However , 

At four points clong Onnha Beach small 
wooded vnlleys slope back inland nnd provide 
natur al corridors for exit froo the beach flat . 

These corridors were , inevitably, key areas 
both in the plan of attack and in the arrangement 
of defenses . The o.Jvnnco inlo.nd of assaulting 
units would depend on opening oxit roads for 
t r affic and supply from the beach, and armor used 
in the a.ttack could only get up ~o the high 
ground through tho drcwa., 

(Historical Division, U. S . War 
Dopart~ent , Omaha Benohhoad 
(6 June- 13 June 1944) (Washington, 
1945)' p . 16) -

-:t-Gener e.l Eisenhower stnt..:;s that it was on UT1lli Beach, 
" ••• we had expected our gr eatest losses" (Eisenhower , 
a eport ••• , p . 24) . I t is reourknblo ~hat the D Day 
c£"eualti es of For ce "U 11 wore less than half the casua l ties 
t h is f orce l ost while t r cining nt Slapton Sc..nds (supra , parn 99) . 
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390. Another major featur e of the enemy ' s defence 
system r eceived specinl att ent ion froo the planner s . About 
three miles west of OMAR~ Beach , 

••• at Pointe du Hoe •• • ther e was a battery 
believed t o consist of six 155-mm howit zers 
(French mRke) , mount ed partly in casemntes . 
This position was regarded as the most danger ous 
in the .Ameri oan zone , for guns of that calibre 
could cover not only the V and VII Corps landing 
beaches but also both transport ar eas o 

(Ibid , P• 25) 

391. The lst Division was to make its assault 
on OMAHA Beach with 

••• two r egiments abreast , the 116th Infentry 
(attached from. the 29th Division) on the right , 
the 16th Infcntry on the left . Each r egiment was 
to land two battnlion landing teams at H Hour 
( 0630 hours] with initia l missions to cle~~ the 
beach defences nnd seize and secure that portion 
of the beachhead maintenance line in their 
respective zones . Tho beachhead maintenance 
line r oughly followed the ridg'3 o~ high ground 
parallel to the aai n coastal road and ~vas in most 
places fron two to three mil es inland . From this 
line the nssnult regiments, supported by 18th 
Infantry landing after H plus 3 hours and the 
26th Infantry landing on or der of tho Commnnding 
Gener al , V Corps, would punch out toward the D 
Day phase line . Occupat ion of that phase line 
would mean securing a coastal strip f ive or 
six miles deep astride the Baye-.ix highvmy. 

(Harrison , .21>. cit , pp ~~7-308) 

392 . Capture of the Pointe du Hoe battery we..s to be 
effected as follows : 

The 116th Infantry was responsible fer 
capturing the Pointe du Hoe coastei battery. On 
the USSWlption thnt the six par~i ::ly casecated 
115-nn. guns would not hnve been destroyed by 
pre- D Day bombar draent and the heavy nava l fi r e 
directed on them just before E Hour , two Ranger 
batt al i ons were attached to the 116th Infantry 
with the special H Hour mission o~ tnking out 
the guns . Throe conpnni es of Ro.ngers from t he 2d 
Ranger Battalion wer e to land at the foot of the 
cliff which tho fortified battery surmount ed, 
scule t he cliff by neons of r ope ladders, and 
attack the German position. Another corapcny, 
l anding on the 116th Infantr y oain beaches to the 
cast , would attack the rort ifications at Pointe 
et Raz de l a Porc~e and then continue westwar d to 
cover the flc.nk of tho Ranger force a.t Pointe du 
Hoe , provided tho initiul lo.ndin&s succeod9d ; 
otherwise they would cone in on the 116th beaches 
o.nd ossi st the right battalion of the 116th in 
attacking westwar d . 

(Ibi d , p . 300 ) 
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393. The D Day operations on OMAHA Beach are so 
confused that they can be treated only very broadly here. 
In all , the 1st Division's assault presents a panorama of 
misfortune and miscalculation Which together almost resulted 
in complete f ailure. 

394. H Hour was at 0630 hrs . Before that time, 
owing to weather conditions, the heavy bombers assigned to 
hit the coastal fortifications in the . OMAHA area overshot 
their targets , leaving them unscathed. Naval fire preceding 
the assault was also not as effective as it was hoped. 
During the run- in , high seas took ·a heavy toll of landing · 
craft . Of 32 D.D. tanks launched, only five reached shore ; 
the remainder of the division's tanks were · Janded drysbod . 
Craft carrying guns also suffered severely, so much so that 
"the artillery that was planned to support the infantry 
J?articular ly in the advance inland did not reach the shore" 
(!,ill, p . 313) . 

395 . ·Major errors in landing the engineer and 
inf'antry units, coupled with withering ene:cy fire directed at 
the assault troops even before their craft touched down, led 
to an indescr1babl e state of confusion on the beach itself 
Units and sub- unit s were intermingled and most of them 0 

suf'fered heavy casualties While crossing the beach. Officer 
casualties were high and the "mislanding of cotnnand groups 
had left many units leaderless •.• " (Ibid 1 p . 319) . Confusion 
was compounded by the lacK of communicat1on owing to the l oss 
and destruction of r adios , and enemy fire further isol ated 
those gr oups who had reached the safety of the sea-wall~ 

396 , "The heavy losses and disorganization of the 
first wave bad reprecussions on each · succeeding wave through 
the morning of D Day" (Ibid , p , 315) . The inabili t~ .. :;! the 
engineers t o clear sufficient lanes through beach obstacles* 
for the succeeding waves added to these difficulties . One 
of the major features which l ed to the crisis** on the beach 
was the unexpectedly strong enemy resistance. This bas been 
explained as follows : 

Deprived of the expected air support by 
accident of weather and preeeded by a generally 
ineffective beach drenching , the 1st Division 
had gone in against the one sector of the Normandy 
coast that had anything like the kind o"f cordon 

~ose assigned to clear the beach of obstacles faced 
the same problem of tide a.lid rough seas as encounter ed on the 
British beaches. Moreover , losses in men and equipment , 
together with many parties being mislanded, caused additional 
delay. 

**General Bradl ey writes: "When V Corps r eported at noon 
that the situation was ' still critical ' on all four beach 
exits , I reluctantly coRtemplated the diversion of Omaha 
follow- up forces t o Utah and the British beaches" (Bradl ey, 
.Qlt cit)-p, 271) . . . 
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def ense which Field Mnrsho.l Ronnel counted on t o 
hold and smash the 11.llies on the beaches . Instec.d 
of nttacking in the sector of one r egiment of nn 
overextended st~tic division cs expected , Gener~l 

Huebner ' s troops hit on the front o f a :fu.11 attack 
infQD.try division , the 352d , whose presence in 
the constol zone hcd boon missed by Allied 
intelligence even though it hnd been in place 
for nl.nost three ncnths . 

(Ibid , p . 319; see c lso Bre.dlcy , 
.Q.E cit , p . 272) 

397 . Although the crisis on OMtJ:iA Bench in 
the first hours of the nssnul t wns grave., it wa.s not over
whelming . By .mid-morning , small mixed groups of men were 
making their way inlcnd by sccling the bluffs end nvoidinG 
where possible str ongly dofeneed eneoy strongpoints. 
Without the aid of nrmour end hen.vy support weapons , however, 
these forces were unable to ac.ke much headwny.* Indec isive 
and confused fighting continued throughout the dcy o.nd the 
area iora.ediately behind the benches wns cleared . 

390. Further westw,... r d , ~t the Pointe du Hoe ,. 
the Ranger corn.ponies lnndod lc.t e but , with the a.id cf nc.vel 
fire , Llrulaged to r each nnd destr oy the eneny guns which were 
found further inland then expected and tho sit es unnonned . 
The real difficulties for this group "be~n l ater in tho 
day with the first of n s erics cf c ounter nttc.cks ••• t hnt 
would keep them in n state of siege for two days , nnd 
reduc e their comtat effectiveness to about ninety" (Ibid ; 
p . 322 ; see also Historical Divison , U . S . Wo.r Depe.rtment , 
Small Unit Actions (Wnshington , 1946)) . 

399 . The situation in the OMAHA areu at the end 
of D Day was as follows : 

The mnin V Corps position at the end of the 
dny wns the narrow sector between St. Laurent =..nd 
Colleville , a t oehold on the enemy shor e nowhere 
mor e thnn a mile o.nd a half deep. The r ight flank 
at Viervill e- sur- Mer , held by elements of the 
116th Infantry and the Rangers , was isolated 
from the main body nlthoue;h the bench exit was 
open o.nd reinforcenents thus could be brought in . 
All units wore lacking vehicles , supplies , o.mr:runition , 
~rt illery , and araored support necessar y for 
further udvnnce inland . 

*"Conditions at OMIJL· .. :resenble[ d) in some respects 
those -at DIEPPE duri ng the Canadian rnid of Aug 19 , 1942. 
In both cases troops on the benches were enfiladed by fire 
from strong na.turnl positions , c.nd in both cnses there wer e 
few tanks avail able t o su~port the inf'1D.try in the early 
stcges of the cssault tt (CHS) 952. 013 (D37) : h . O. R. G. Report 
No . 292 , ttcompcrison of British c.nd Americnn fJ>eas in 
Normv.ndy in terms of Fire Supriort nnd Effect s "). "Her o DD 
tanks wer e unable to reach the shore , nnd they had no flcils 
or .&.VRE" (Ibid ) • 
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No artillery could be lanced during the 
morning . The elenents of five battalions which 
beached in the afternoon all suffered heavy losses 
of equipnent , including a total cf twenty- six 
guns . Two anti- aircraft gun battalions scheduled 
to arrive on D Dly could not come in until the 
following day . Only one artillery mission was 
fired on 6 June . The V Corps losses for the ' day 
were about 2, 000 killed, wounded and missing . 

(Oma.ha. Beo.chhe.~d ••• , pp 329- JO) 
•••••••••••••••••• • ••• 

400 . General Montgomery reviews the situation 
in the ''NEPI'UNE " area. at the end of D Day as follows: 

Af3 a result of our D Da.y operations we ho.d 
gained a foothold on the Continent of Europe . 

We hnd achieved surprise , the troops had 
fought mcgni ficently , and our losses had ~een 
much lower than hnd ever seemed possible. 
We had breached the Atlcntic Wall along the whole 
Neptune front~ge, a nd all assaulting divisions 
were a.shore . In spite or the bad weather the sen 
passage across tho Channel had been successfUlly 
accomplj_shed , und f ollowing this the Allied Nuvnl 
Forces had g iven valuable support by fire from 
warships and c r aft ; the Allied Air Forces had laid 
the found ation of success by winning the air 
battl e before the invnsion was launched , and by 
applying their whole collective striking powor, 
with magnificent results , to assist the landings . 

In spite of the enemy ' s intentions to defeat 
us on the be~ches , we found no surprises awo.itins 
us in Normnndy . Our measures designed t c ovor 
come the defences proved successful . But not all 
D Day objectives had been achieved and , in 
particular , the situation on Omnhn Bench was far 
from secure ; i n fact we hnd only hung on thQre 
us a result of the dogged fighting of the 
Am.ericnn infnntry and its associated naval forces . 
Gaps remained between Second British .Army nnd V 
United Stutes Corps and nlso between V and VII 
United States Corps ; in nll the beachhead arens 
pockets of enemy resistnnce remained nnd a vory 
considerable n.raount of mopping- up remained to be 
done . In partidular , a strong and dnnger~us enemy 
snlient remained with its apex nt Douvres . 

It wns enrly to appreciate the exact shape of 

*General Eisenhower stntes that "··· the resistance 
encountered on OLll\hn Beach wns at about the level we h~d 
fee_+ed all along the line" (Eisenhower , Crusade in Europe , 
p . 253) . --::-
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the German reaction to our landings. The only 
armoured intervention on D Doy was by 21 Panzer 
Division astride the Orne , north of Cuen . Air 
reconnaissance , however, showed that columns of 
12 SS Division. qu11rtered in the area Lisieux
Laigle- Bernoy, were moving west. 

To sum up, the results of D Day were extremely 
encouraging , although the WEnther remained n grent 
anxiety . I ordered the nrmies to proceed with tho 
plan; First United States !.:rmy was to complete tho 
capture of its D Doy objectives, secur e Carentan 
nnd Isigny so ns to link up its beachheads, and 
then to thrust ccross the base of the peninsula to 
isolate Cherbourg as a pr elude to its r eduction . 
Second British Arey was t o continue the battle 
for Cuen, develop the bridgehead southwards ~cross 
the Bayeux- Caen road and link up with V United 
States Corps nt Port - en- Bessin . 

(Montgomery , Normandy to the 
Baltic, pp 48-49} 

( l) Enemy Reaction to the Invasion 

401 . It is not intended here to treat f'Ully the 
German reection to the Allied inva sion of 'Nor~andy . This 
has been done in detail in anot her Report . The following 
sections , therefore , Qre intended only as a sketch or out
l ine which ~nrnphrnses the contents of t he more dotniled 
Reports so ns to present n picture of the pr e- D Day situat ion 
in Oc.cupied . France and a su.rnmnry of the main events 
on D Dey itself. 

402 . ( i) The Atlantic Wnll The "Atlantic 
Wa11" , which loomed so large in the minds of Alliec planners 
prior to D Day, was f ound to have been l oss r.n obstacle 
tha.n was feared . We know now that on 8 Dec 41 , Hitler 
admitted the Germnn er .my he.d been forced on the defensive 
in the East. Moreover, ~t that ti.me cocst defence in the 
West was becoming a lllll jor conc ern of the Germnn High Commnnd , 
nnd Hitler revealed that he was thinking of u new ' We~t 

Wall' to ensure tho.t any attempted Allied lending would bo 
repelled by a relatively sr:mll force of permanently assi gned 
fi eld troops . (A. H. Q. Report No. 36 , pp 11-12) But whilst 
the troops were continuing with t he prepar ations of field 
fortifications in the coastal nrea , and preliminary planning 
and r econnoitring was carried on at high levels, it was not 
until the Ftlhrer Conference of 13 Aug 42 that Hitler for~nlly 
and unequivocall y committed himself to the execution of 
the gigant ic project which beca.m.e known as the "At lo.ntio 
Wall" . (Ibid , pp 31- 32) 

403 . During 1943, us JU.lied air reconno.issc.nce 
was quick to note, work upon the Atlantic Wall wes 
intensified . The mounting Gernan casualties on the Eastern 
front and in Africa, t ogether with the gr owing strength of 
the Allies, combined to further the enemy's apprehension of 
invesion in the not far distant future . 

404 . By the spring of 1944, however, Field 
Marshal von Rundstedt was well aware of the unsatisfactor y 
condition of the ' Wall' , and nlso of the i .mElensity, if not 
impossibilit y, of his t ask of defending some 3, 000 miles 
of coastl ine with about "50 or 59 German formations ••• of 
many types nnd gr ad es of quality" (A.H. Q. Report No . 40 , p . 37) • 
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40.5. The construction of an Atlantic Wall as ordered 
by Hitler was beyond the capabilities of the German industrial 
economy. Although a great deal was done to improve the coastal 
defences by Field Marshal Rommel during the first half ot 1944, 
it remained true that there was "not enough ·to go around-of 
anything but propaganda" (Hist Sec, A.H.Q,., Report No. 41 1 The 
German Defences · in the Courseulles-st, Aubin Area of the 
Normandy Coast ). Thus . 

With the fortifications along the channel so 
inadequate and ' with manpower almost unavailable 
measures had to be taken to impress the Allies that 
there was a sufficient force to meet an invasion 
should it occur . A huge deception programme was 
undertaken designed to build up the strength of 
Germanyt s western forces in the minds of her enemy. 
Intensive propaganda about t~e invincibility of the 
Atlantic Wall was carried on. This was aided by 
the la~ll8 of dwmey minefields and by the circulation 
of naps and legends showing formidable concrete 
defences and '!:linefields . These latter were passed 
t o the Allies by means of German agents in Paris and 
SW1 tzerland . 

((H. S.) 981. 023 (D6): Special 
Interrogation Report - Field 
Marshal van Rundstedt) 

406 . Since it was obviously impossible to construct 
an Atlantic Wall on the scale and strength desired, it was 
planned that the 'Wall ' would be strongest and thickest at 
those places al ong the coast where it was estimated the Allies 
would assault . ._ 

Rundstedt appreciated that the most likely area 
for invasion was the Pas de Calais . There were a 
number of reasons for this ·choice. In the first 
placett>.e attack froo Dover against Calais would be 
using the shortest sea route to the continent. 
s econdly, · the V-1 and V-2 sites were l ocat ed in 
this area. Thirdly, this was the shortest route 
to the Rhur and the heart of industrial Germany. 

(Ibid) 

Consequently in June 1944, the defences of the Pas de Calais 
area more closely approxina.ted the pl anned Atlantic Wall than 
any other portion of the FrenOh coast, Since it was a l so · 
appreciated that a major port , such as Le Havre or Cherbourg , 
would be essential. to an Allied_ build-.up, t he ports and the 
areas around them r eceived atteni1on only s~cond to the Pas 
de Calais . 

407 . . Although the strategically tempting sectors of 
the northern coast of France was given priority, the No:rmandy 
beaches were not forgotten . Preliminary work 1n the form of 
mine fields , road•blocks, field defences , eto ., had begun in 
the "NEPTUNE" area as early as 1942 and continued throughout 
1943 and 1944. (See A.H.Q. Report No . 41 for :further details 
regarding the construction of these defences) As ·men and 
naterial became available, elaborate strongp0 ints, artillery 
positions and other fortifications made of rein~orced concrete 
and surrounded by barbed wire and mine- fields , were constructed, 
Mor eover , as we have seen (Supra, para 70) , beach obstacles · 
were added in 1944 and greater use was made of flooded areas. 
Nevertheless; because major landings in this 
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e.ren were thought improbable by German naval experts,* 
"·•• the ' i nvasion ' sector wcs the l ecst developed of all 
s ectors a l ong the channel coast, whi ch were endangered by 
large- scale le.ndings" (Ibid , p . 6) . 

408 . (ii) Disposition of Eneo.v Forces in France 
During 194 3, while work wns being rushed on the Atlantic 
Wall , the qunlity anq quo.ntity of Germun formctions in France 
was being drained to meet the demnnds of other , mor e nctive , 
fronts . Thi s weakening of his f orces became so s erious during 
the autumn of that yenr that von Rundstedt warned his 
superiors : 

In England alone the eneny has nt his 
disposal t oday just cs oany divisions for an 
att ack c.gainst this Continent cs we hnve in our 
own f or ces in the entire West . Because we are unable 
to obtain r el iable informat ion the eneny is in n 
position to ensure full surprise •••• 

( A.H .Q,. Rep0rt No,. 40 , p . 15) 

He cautioned further, 

Fixed fortificntions ere indispenscble and 
vaulnbl e for battle ns well ns for pr opaganda. 
But it I!lUSt not be imagined that this wnll 
ccnnot be ov ercome when the en eoy attacks it from 
the sea, from thG air and froo the r ear •••• 

( Ibid, p . 16) 

He conc lucle4 with a denand for odditicnal f orces to 
strengthen the constc.l divis i ons end to create a oobile , 
hard- hitting army reserve . Rundstedt ' s warning did not 
go unheeded , and in Noveober Hitler dir ected thct the 
West should" ••• henceforth ••• be strengthened and not 
weakened as bofore" (Ibid , p . 19; see also supr n , para 69 ). 
At the s ame time , Field Mnrshnl Rommel was s ent to France for 
special empl oyment . (Suprn , pure 69) 

409 . On 1 Jan 44, Ronmel was 
1,:rny Group 1tB", which consisted of the 
nnd the Fifteenth and Seventh Armies . 
p . 21) This, in ef~oct , plr.ced Rommel 
'invasion' coast of France . 

given conoe.nd of 
Netherlands Command 
(A.H. Q,. Report No . 40, 
in command of the 

410. During the following months , and in the SPring 

*On 25 Dec 43 howeve~, von Rundstedt warned : "Special 
attention is again to be paid to just those coastal sectors 
which are rated as ' not threatened by a landing.' Toda7 t his 
is no l onger s o. At precisely such places the enemy will 
attempt to penetrate our coastal defence with specially 
trained troops • •• " (A.H. Q.. Report No . 41 , Appx nB"). 



- 160 ... 

when the strength of the German army in France was increased 
(in quantity if not in quality} , the Pas de Calais area 
continued to be the primary concern of the German co.IlllllD.nders ~ 
Consequently , those sectors where the Atlantic Wall wns 
stronges t were further reinforced by the movement of 
additional troops into these nrens . Other constal sectors , 
such as Normandy , were also reinforced , but on a lower 
priority be.sis . 

411 . From time to time , apprehension was express ed 
over the possibility thnt the weaker sectors of the coast 
might be the targets for invasion. For exnmple , "on 
4 Mar the Ftthrer CQlled Normandy and Brittany the most 
endangered sectorsn (Ibid, p. 24) .* The German strategists , 
however , faced with th~e problem regarding the dispositibn 
of their forces as they were with the Atlantic Wall, con
tinued to regard the area of the Fifteenth Army as the most 
likely to be invaded . The last weekly situation report 
issued by Field Marshcl von Rundstedt before the invasion 
rend in part ns follows: 

The systematic continuance and noticeable 
intensification of the enemy air e. ttacks indicnte 
the progress mc,de in his preparations for the 
take- off . The centre of gr~vity between the 
Scheldt and Normandy is still the most probable 
focal point for the ntt~ck. The possibility of 
extension up to the North of Brittany, including 
Brest, is not excluded . 'Where within this entire 
sector the enemy will attempt a landing is still 
obscure . Concentration of the enemy air effort on 
the coast~l fortificntions between Dunkirk and 
Dieppe , nnd on the Seine- Oise bridges , in conjunc
tion with the per~lysing of the southern flank 
trom Rouen to and including Paris , might be 
indicative of the foc~l point of an intended enemy 
major l anding . Elimination of traffic across the 
Seine would have nn identical effect on troop 
movements in the event of o. possible attack on the 
western part of the Seine estuary , Normandy and the 
northern coflst of Brittany. As yet t here is no 
immodinte prospect of the 'invasion '. 

(Ibid , pp 41-42) 

412 . (iii} Enemy Tactical Planning The best 
method of employing German ground forces to defeat an 
Allied invasion was a. problem which rec eived the greatest 
attention by those charged with the t ask of defending 

Germany' s western front . As lute as January 1944 , von 
Rundstedt ' s plan to defea.t such a landing was accepted in 

*Hitler ' s demands th~t the forces in the Cotentin and 
Normandy be strengthened could only be met in po.rt by van 
Rundstedt . (Ibid 1 pp 28 ff) 



- 161 -

the highest quarters . Genernl Jodl , Chief of the Armed 
Forces Operations Stuff , reported Qt that time to Hitler: 

••• I therefore concur with the plnns of 
O. B. Wost , who , -- while procGeding with the 
construct i on work on the coast with ell avail able 
means -- intends to plece the panzer divisions 
which ho hes ct his disposcl , cs well cs n 
number of fully mobile info.ntry divisions , in 
groups as O. B. West reserve behind the most 
threatened sector s , in such a way thnt they can 
intervene without any delay in the bcttle for the 
COV$t , and , by counter- attacking, throw any en€111y 
troops which mn.y hnve l anded back into the sen. 

Furthermore , I concur with the plnns of 
O.B. West to prepare for the movement , accor ding 
to [ predetermined] time- tabTes , of as 1Il!1IlY 
co~stul defence divisions es possible -- with the 
exception of the fortress t r oops - - to the front~l 
sectors under a ttack. 

In the event of an enemy landing, o.nd 
accepting ell nttnched risks , nt first everything 
must be committed at one pl~ce nnd the s i tuntion 
fully cleaned up nt that pl~ce . Should the enemy 
subsequently lend elsewhere , operations must then 
be concentrated ct that place . 

The prerequisite for this is th~t the Air 
Force be i n a position to gi ve adequate air 
pr ot ection (whi ch i t said it could do ; and which 
Genero.l Jodl ct the time believed possible) . 

(A. H. Q. Report No . 40 , pp JJ- 34) 

It can be seen , therefore , that Field Marshal von Rund~tedt 

••• believed that the enemy navnl and aerial 
supremacy imd the enemy technical and .material 
resources would make the attempt to got ashore 
a success . Subsequent events of the drama would 
be a matter of mobile oper ntions . • 

Von Rundstedt , however , 

*"To meet this coming threat [of invasion] Rundstedt f elt 
he had to have adequate mobile r eserves . According to him ench 
division should have o regiment in reserve each corps c 
division in reserve , and each army two or lhree mobile divisions 
in reserve . In addition to this , the ColilmC'.nder- in- Chief him
self needed n pool of crmoured c.nd motorized divisions which 
would be under his direct control ready to be sent to whntcver 
aren wns "threntened . ' With such a for ce I could operate 
properly ,' the Field Mnrshnl snid " (Special Interrogntion 
Repor t - Field Marshal Von Rundstedt , p . 7 ) 
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• •• was Co.mnander- in- Chief only in na.CJ.e . He · 
was hobbled by li.crltations of authority and by eL
croacb.nents on his rights by l esser nen . His in
fluence on the forces on the sea and in the air was 
limited t o applications for co- oper ation . His in
fluence on t he well nnnned end well equipped S . S. 
formations wcs confined to oper ations o.nd supply. 
His operational plans wer e f rustrnted froa above 
by Hitler, from below by Rommel . 

413. Co1!lC1Wlding the o.rrnies which would ultinat ely 
meet the invasion , Ronoel bed other i deo.s reg~rding the 
disposition of t he o.rnoured forces - ideo.s which conflicted 
a l so with those of Gen Pz von Schweppenburg , who counselled 
von Rundstedt on nll questions pertaining to nrnoured 
operctions . Rommel 

••• nrgued th~t the bulk of the mobile r eserves 
must be as close t o the threatened coast al nr eas 
~s possible , so thnt they could i l!J!!ledintely effect 
the battle before the Allies hed gained a ser ious ' 
foothold . Up to a point. , Rundst edt agr eed with 
these principles , but since he did not know wher e 
the mo.in invasion e:ff'ort would be, he cid not 
want to spread his e r m.our too thin a.long the ground, 
where nost or it would be useless once the assault 
begon . 

( S~ecinl Inter rosntion RElP,ort-
Field Marshal VOn Rundstedtf 

414. The result us shown on the 6 Jun 44 Germnn High 
Command Situation Map ' West ' ((HS) 9810004 (D2)) , nppecrs t o be 
a co.nprol!lise between the theories of the two Field Marshels . 
To account for this situation , it should be reoeubc~~ = th~t 

••• Romoel in cannon with ~11 German field 
marshals enjoyed ct ell times the right of appeal 
directly to Hitler . That privilege was especially 
i mportant for the west becnuse of the personalities 
involved . The evidence indicates thct Rone.cl had 
nn. energy r..nd strength of conviction thnt o~en 
enabled him to secure Hitler ' s becking, whereas 
Rundstedt , who wcs disltosed whenever possible to 
conpronise e nd ~llow arguments to go by dercult , 
seens to hc.ve r el axed comn£1nd pr erogc,tives thot 
undoubtedly r eoainod fornnlly his . It is possible , 
of cours e , that ha too cane under Romoel t s inf'luence 
and f niled to press acceptance of his own ideas 
because he w~s content to allow Ronmel to assume 
the nain burden of responsibility. In any case the 
clear f nct is thnt r.ft er Jnnunr y 1944 Rcr.~.; l was 
the dominant personnlity in the west with an 
influence disproportionate to his forn<ll connn.nd 
autr or i t y . 

(Harrison , .21?. cit , p . 247) 
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415 . On 6 Jun 44 , the dioposition of the nrmoured 
divisions were as f ollows: of the · pnnzer divisions directly 
under Rommel ' s co.mm.and (2 , 116 o.nd 21 Pz Divs) , two were 
placed in locutions immediately behind the infantry 
divisions mc.nning the coustnl defences while the third wns 
situated some forty miles inlo.nd between Rauen and Paris . 
Three other n.rmoured divisions were in the ~xeo. of the 
Seventh ond Fifteenth Armies . These were 1 and 12 SS Pz 
Divs and Pz Lehr Div , all of which hcd been designated ns 
Armed Forces High Comm.nnd reserves*and , consequently , 
could be t~ctically employed only with its permission. 
(A. H. Q. Report No . 40 , p . 37) One of these reserve divisions 
wo.s sto.tioned close to J..ntwerp ; the ether two ( 12 SS Pz Di·v 
and Pz Lehr) were southwest of Pr.ris in the Rouen- Or leo.ns-
Le Mons triungle . {See .i .. :;::ipendix "I") 

416 . · The dispositions of the armoured divisions nr e 
an indicntion, perhaps , of the success of Rommel ' s 
representations to Hitler in Mnrch thnt he be grQ!lted greet er 
influence over the mobile formntions . (A. H. Q. Report No . 40 , 
p . 32) His success c.t that time , however , wcs not complete , 
since on von Schweppenburg ' s protest f our panzer divisions 
( i . e ., those in OKW Reserve) were still beyond his control 
( (HS ) 981SOM (Dl22) : Penzer Group West -R~~ort or· the Command
er , Gen Frhr Geyr von Schweppenburg , (MS UB- 466 )). This 
' solution', based us it w~s on the fundrunentcl problem o f 
ther e being insufficient ~rmoured forces in the west to 
satisfy the requirements of Rommel or von Rundstedt, cvon if 
their opinions regnrdi ng the best tecticnl employment of 

armour ~ similar , added to the confusion of commr.nd o.nd 
purpose when the Allies struck on 6 Jun . 

417. On the eve of the invasion , Allied Intelligen-
ce estimates of the type nnd str ength of German formations 
likely t o be encountered on D Duy were not very dissimilar 
from the nctucJ. stnte of these formctions . (Suprn , pnras 
114- 126) .An important gnp in the knowledge of JU.lied 
Intelligence , however, wns the disposition of these forces 
in the "NEPTUNE" urea. . In the British Second Army nreo. , 716 
Inf Div was plotted ns manning the c onstal defences while 
352 Inf Div was thought to be a ' l aybnck inf~ntry division.' 
21 Pz Div, located in tho Cnen area , would support 716 Inf 
Div in a counter-~ttnck r ole . ( 21 Arpiy Group , Weekly 
Neptune Review , £E. cit , 21 May 44 ) Nevertheless , it wns 
lmown thnt 

••• in other nreos coastal divisions heve been 
narrowing their sectors while divisions~ the role 

*JD.so in Arrred Forces High Command Reserve was 17 SS 
Pz Gren Div . This division , located in the .Poitiers- Tours
Loudun are~ , wcs situated within the Germnn First Army zone , 
over a hundred milss from the "NEPTUNE" nreo. . (Situation 
Map ' West ', £E. cit ; see also the nap showing the di sposition 
of Gem.an divisions in the West at Al>pendix "In) 
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of which h~d hitherto been recd ~s lcyb~ck, h~ve 

nosed forw"..rd into the gcp provided by the 
reduced responsibility of the coestcl divisions . 

(Ibid , 4 Jun 44) 

It was believed not unlikely , therefore , t hct t~is might 
be the cnse in the Normr.ndy ar ea also . (Ibid) · 

418 . Indeed , this is procisely whnt did ha~pen 
in the Normandy sector some months prior to D Day . ( Supr~ , 

para 396) 716 Inf Div bcdame responsible f or the coc.stnl 
sector stretching fron Frnnceville PL'1ge to fi..Snelles sur Mer , 
while 352 Inf Div held t he sector west from i.snelles to t he 
Vire Estuc.ry. ((HS) 98ll.7 . (Ds) (n) : Seventh i.:rny Situction 
Mnp , 6 Jun 44) 21 Pz Div vrcs C'.lso closer to the cortst t h"".n 
was ex,ected . Moreover , cert~in elooents of this division -
two Panzer Grenadi er bnttnlions , en nrtillery battali on P.nd 
the greeter pc.rt of en Pnti- tc.nk b~tt"tl.ion -- were pla~ed 
under co.!hcc.nd of 716 Inf Div . (h. H.Q. Report.No . 41, · 
i\ppx "G" ; see also Appx "J" to this pr esent iwport) 

419 . The dispositivn of the regiments l!.D.d 
supporting units of 716 Inf Div ere described in detail 
in i.. H.Q. Report No . 41 . Contrary to expectntions , 736 
Regiment of this division , defending the aren nssaul~ed by 
1 Brit Cor ps , had pl aced ~11 three b~ttnlions forwnrd on tho 
coast . (Ibid ) 

420. (iv) The l~scult The surprise achieved 
by the Allied assault~" beeches has already 
been mentioned . (Su.Ir a , pc~n 245) ~t 0140 hrs , while 
parachutists were st 11 dr opping on the flan.ks of the 
"NEPI'UNE" eree , Seventh l .:roy or der ed the highest f o .. _ of 
alert . (1 ... H.Q. Report No . 50, pc.re 10) Fifteenth Lir:.J wcs 
cD.erted ct approxio.~tely the S"".D.e tine . For scme hours ~he 
extent of the airborne att-::.ck wcs unknovm . 

421 . 

Indeed , with t he German air and sea ~oroes 
at bay, Gernan Intel l i gence checked and defeated 
and little *onerational inforna.tion coming to hanC: , 
O. B. West was not in a position t o tell 
imoediutely whether he was confronted by a big raid , 
a major diversion or the strategical main eff ort . 

(Ibid , para 14 ) 

Indecision al so r eigned at OKW*'ll' Thus at 

*O. B. West - Ober befehlshaber West : ComciP.nder - in- Chi ef 
West (von Rundstedt) 

**O K W - Oberkomnendo der Wehrmocht - Arz:ied Forces High 
Command , Ber lin . 
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044.5 hrs When a request was made that the armoured divisions 
in OirR Reserve be employed by O. B. West if the situation 
warranted , it was ref'used on the grounds that it was still 
uncertain whether this was the beginning of the invasion or 
merely a feint . 

422 . Earl y in the morning , while ?16 Inf Div was 
being pounded by t he drum- f ire from Allied naval t orces , 
el ements of 21 PZ Div pr epar ed to attack the airborne troops 
on eit her side of t he Orne. However, in mid -morni ng "'t he 
Calvados·ooast emer g[ ed] as the focal area of t he Allied 
effort .... 11 (Ibi d , para 31 ) •. It was decided , therefore , to 
commit the bUI"k"'"of 21 Pz Div to a counter- attack west of the 
Orne in the general direction of Lion- sur- Mer . The division 
struck northward late that afternoon . "The attack virtually 
reached the coast ••• " (Ibid ) • Evidently the losses this 
armoured spearhead su.ffere<I from the armour and guns of 3 Brit 
Int' Div (iupra, para 347 ) , but especially the sight of 6 
Airborne D v t s Airlanding Brigade descending in their rear 
1.ater in the day , l ed to the withdrawal of 21 Pz Di v to 
defensive positions a few miles north of Caen. 

42 3. Whil e elenents of 21 Pz Div had been comni tt ed 
at once , a 'Tug-ot- War ' had been in progress over the 
employlJ.ent of t he armoured divisions in OKW Reserve. During 
the early morni ng hour s , Fifteent h Army (on behalf' of 81 Corps 

. Whose ?11 Inf Div* was under airborne attack) made repeated 
r equest s.to O. B. West t o move up 12 SS Pz Di v . Shortly befoii 
0600 hrs, O. B. West pl aced 12 SS Pz Div under Army Group "B" , 
and ord er ed it t o the Lisieux area so it woul d be able to inter
vene on behal f of 711 Inf Div. By so doing, O. B. West over
stepped his authority , and attempted in vain for the rest of 
the morning to secure OKW ' s permissi on to countenance this 
move; ?16 Int' Div~ f eeling the oa.in force of the air borne 
drop , requested aid from 711 Inf Div to deal with those troops 
which landed between the Orne and the arny boundary . 711 Inf' 
Di v, unable to conply, suggested the cocmitnent of elenents of 
12 SS Pz Div to c l ear the area. It was not until 1615 hrs , 
however, that Fifteenth Arr~ was informed that 12 SS Pz Div was 
required for clearing the Cc.lvados bridgehead in the conbination 
With 21 Pz Div and pz Lehr under 1 SS Corps. (Ibid , pare. 24) 

*711 Inf Div hoped to have 12 SS Pz Div clear the area east 
of the Omo of airborne troops . The sca ttered drop na.de it 
inposst~l~ fo r .it t o know t hat the nain airborne obj ectives 
wero Within 716 Inf Div ' s area. 

**rhe Army Gr oup Comma.no.er, Fiel d Marshal Rommel, " •• , left 
by oar for hi s ho~e at Horrlingen, near Ulm [ on 5 Jun]. It was 
his intent ion to report to th~ FUhrer at Berchtesgaden on 6 Jun" 
(A.H. Q. Report No . 40 , p . 44). 

I 

i 
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424. The absence of Rollilel , the dal.i.-:..y ct -1KW-4:· , 
the uncertainty of the s±tuation at O.B. West, the Allied 
air power which hc.mpered ro~d n.ovenents by enemy armoured 
divisions , the perplexity felt by the higher commanders as 
to the possibility of the Allies st r iking elsewher e , the 
conflicting orders given to the panzer divisions - - all this 
led to a state of confusion o.mong the enemy which greatly 
favor ed the Allies at a decisive time~ Elements of 21 Pz 
Div were the only enemy ar mour ed force wi iih which the 
Br i t ish assnult t r oops had to contend on D Day. On D plus 1 , 
howev er , the Co.nudians were to run into the leflding el ements 
Of 12 SS Pz Div . 

425 . Duri ng this time, 716 Inf Div was being 
gr ound down by the Allied seabor ne forceo nnd its defences 
overrun. The following ~xeoplifies the inpact of 1 Brit 
Cor ps on this coastal division : 

On the eve of the asscult the personnel of 716 
Inf' Div was within 1% of authorized strength. 
The fornction lacked ten.ks e.nd assault guns , but 
the lack of guns had been counterbalenced by 
placing elements of G. H.Q. and 21 Pz Div artillery 
under col!lmand of the Division . By last light 
on D Day the ~ivision had been wrecked~ Of a 
total of four German nnd t wo Eastern battalions, 
ther e re.m.nined only one Germon bat talion (less 
20% casualties) ; all other battalions were mer e 
remnants . The art i llery suffered to the same 
degree ; by evening it hnd been reduced to 1/5 
ot its initial strength , there were si.3: guns left 
west of the Orne , and ~ive or six on the east 
bank. iuiti- to.nk elenents had lost 75% of their 
initial str ength, o.nti-uircra~ elements about 
~/3 and others nbout l/3o 

{Ibid , para 30 ) 

••• ••• ••••• •••• u00 •• 90 •• 

426. 112 D Day drew to a close and the repor ts of the 
progress of the battle came to General ~:,ntgomery ' s head
quarters, he formulated his plans for the cooing struggle 
f or the br idgehead . He wri tes of this period as follows : 

It was clear to me thct we should now have to 
deal with three immediate problems , the sol ution 
of which was vital in or der to start the cru:npaign 
on a pr oper footing . 

First it w~s necessary to join the individual 
beachheads into one continuous ~ridgehend . This 
was a tusk of considerable .magnitude since the two 
Armies had assaulted on a front of about fi~y 
rrlles , and in particular the Lmericnn assaults 

*Hitler did not hear 'bout the invasio~ until nidday , 
6 Jun , and it was not until a~er the usual daily conference 
that Hitler gave perrrlssion to von Rundstedt to enploy the 
armoured divisions in OKW Reserve . (J\. H. Q.. Report No . 50 , 
para 37) 
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were separated by the deep Carentrui estuc.ry end the 
syste~ of water lines and floods associated with 
it . The second essentia l v1ns to retain the initi
ative during the early s tage when we were concen
trating on forming a secure bridgehead ; we had 
sto.rted with the initiative and we had to r etain it 
in or der thnt the battle should· be swung our wo.y . 
The third problem was to guard ogninst nny setbnck 
or rever se . During the initial days the /J..lied 
forces were relctively thin on the ground and tine 
was necessary to get the whole orgnnization s orted 
out and wor king snoothly ; while this wns hcppening 
ther e w~s a danger of the eneny catching us off 
bolo.nee . A reverse would have had very serious 
r eper cussions •••• 

(Montgomer y , Nor nandy to the 
Baltic , p . 50 ) 

THE BATTLE FOR THE BRIDGEHEAD 

(a } Phase III 1 7 Jun* 

427 . {i) Cdn Jrnf Bde on the Final ob ·ecti ve 
At 0130 hrs , 7 Jun t e com.a.an er or nr Bde el m: 
Or der s Group at his headquarter s . The advc.nce was to be 
r esumed at 0600 hrs , l ed by R. Wpg Rif and Regina Rif , 
with 1 c. Scot R. r emai ning tempor cr i l y i n position 
t o provi de a firm base. The depleted state of 6 Cdn Armd 
Regt and its consequent regr ouping into two squndr ons 
necessarily altered the plans for o.rnoured suppor t during 
Phase III (cf pure 146 nbove) . At 0500 hrs the tank 
co.mm~nder inforned the br igadier that "C" Squadron would be 
avai lable in two hours ' til!le . The other (coo.posil -i 
s quadr on r equir ed refuelling ruid would be rendy only some
whnt l ater . But as luck would hnve it , no tanks wer e 
r equired during the final advance , for g:i.•:Jups of sniper s 
consti t uted nl:m.ost the s ole oppositiono At OS55 hrs , when 
it hnd become evident that no effective resistlll!ce wns 
being offer ed , all three infnntry battclions wer e dir ected 
ttt o go flet out for their final objectives " (Message Log , 
H. Q.. 7 Cdn Inf Bde , 7 Jun 44 ) . 

428. R. Wpg Rif coramenced to move forwnrd on 
the r ight flo..nk at 0615 hrs , encountering only scatter ed 
and ineffective resistance . At 1150 hrs their leading 
t r oops , proceeding astride the axis I.antheuil - ::.C Gran.ft 
Vey - Putot- en- Bessin , were just short of' the line "01.iK"**, 

*A map ?howing the advance of 3 Cdn Inf Div on ? Jun 
i s atta.ched as Append.ix "M1' . 

**lm entry at 1020 brs in the Brigaf..e Message Log 
(

0 Wpgs on O l.K" ) is not substantiated by other evidence . 
(Serial 210, Message Log , H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf' Bde 7 Jun 44} 
Refere~ces t o this re~ort in divisional doc~ents are 
nerely repetitious . (W.D · and Message Log , G. S., H . ~ . 3 Cd.n 
Inf Di v , 7 Jun 44 , Se r ial 18) The briBade coo:cander however 
credited R. Wpg Rif with being the first unit to rea~h i~ ' 
final objective (Brigadier Foster ~ cit) Also clail:!.i.ng 
the hon~ur of "having been the fi~st battali')n in 21 .lirny 
Group to reach [the] final objective . . . 11 is Regina- Rif . 
(W .D., Regina Rif , June 1944 : App.x "A" ) . / / 

__ / 
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and by 1205 hrs the whole battalion had entered Putot . (Ibid) 
The advanced guard , which hnd lost its way , was the lo.st ~ 
o.rri ve . (W. D., R. Wpg Rif , 7 Jun 44) 

429. Regina Rif , ndvcncing in two columns on 
either side of the River Chiromm.e , set f orth at 0715 hrs . 
ll.t 1030 hrs "C" Compcny, proceeding by rond through Crunilly 
and Brny, entered Bretteville- l ' Orgueilleuse nnd found it 
clear of eneny. The company then pushed forw~rd across the 
Bayeum.-Cnen rcilway l i no to Norrey- en- Bessin . Here the 
company consolideted its position and prepared for the 
inevitable counter- attacks . ((HS) 145 . 2Rll011 (D?) : 
Personal Account of C. S.T. Tubb re Attacks on Norrey- en
Bessin , June 1944) "Bu Compc.ny , at the head .of the second 
column, f ollowed n route through Thaon , Cairon and Rots , 
where the advance wns more heavily contested than on the 
right . The remaining companies on nrriving took up 
positions in nnd nenr Bretteville; one sub-unit gunrding the 
rnilwny bridge over the River ~e (947703) . (Lt-Col 
Matheson ; W. D. lt Regina Rif , 7 J:un 44) So swift wos their 
progress thQt C" Squadron of 6 Cdn 1...rmd Regt, having 
completed its refuelling , wns unable to find the bcttnlion; 
and the composite squndron w~s despa tched instead , arriving 
just in time to shnre in tho unopposed entry into Brette
ville . (W .D., 6 Cdn .Ll.rtid Regt , 7 Jun 44) 

430. When these two units were well on their way , 
1 c. Scot R. was ordered to advance nt 0850 hrs . (W.D .t 
l c. Scot R.,, June 1944 : I~ppx 3, Message Log , 7 Jun 44 J 
At 1225 hrs , the Brigade ' s cnpture of the objective "Of.JC" 
was brought to completion by the arrival of this bettclion 
in the area between Secqueville- on- Bessin and La Bergerie 
Farra. Battalion headquarters wcs established in c 
farmhouse ct Secqueville by 1250 hrs (923745) . (Message 
Log , H.Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde ; W. D., 1 C. Scot R. , 7 Jun 44) 
During this ndvance, one co.o.pP.ny h nd operf'!ted independently 
on the left flnnk. (Ibid : Appx 23 , "B" Coy Diary. ) It 
may be observed thnt ~course of QCtion t nken by 1 c. 
Scot R. (as confirmed by the Orders Group of the night 
6/7 Jun) does not ngree with the original intention 
whereby that bcttnlion should first secure an intermediate 

position on the high ground west of Ca.milly "prior to a 
g-enernal o.dvc.nce by the brigf".de" (cf po.rn 146) . In the 
absence of inform~tion on this point it m~y be nssumed 
that three f~ctors dictcted nlter~tion of the plan : (n) 
the lack o~ firm opposition , (b ) the alre~dy adv~nced 
locntion of the bnttnlion on D Duy and (c) the reduced 
scale of nvnilnble armour , which mode it impossible to 

allot a squadron in support of n prelininery ntt~ck . 

431 . (ii) 9 Cdn Inf Bde In the e~stern sector , 
the ni ght 6/7 Jun was mnrked by minor patrol Gctions , r ether 
mor e vigoro'WJ than those experienced by 7 Cdn Inf Bde . 
Such enemy efforts were particularly strong in the rear , 
where small groups found themselves cut off and attenpted 
to fight their wny through 8 Cdn Inf Ede ' s nren . At 2130 
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hrs 6 Jun o. pris oner t aken i n Anguerny was identified 
as a member of 21 Pz Div , and n warning was promptly issued 
to be on the al ert for enemy t anks . (Message Log , H.Q. 
8 Cdn Inf Bde , 6- 7 Jun 44) A whole platoon of R. de Chnud 
was taken prisoner when o.ttncked ot nbout 0200 hrs by a 
co.mpe.ny of infantry mounted on ho.lf- trncks. (W. D •. , R. de 
Chnud , 7 Jun 44) There were also disturbnnces on the 
front of Nth N .• s . Highrs at approximately the same time . 
Prisoners t aken in these skirmishes were discovered t u be 
Panzer Grenadiers (infr.ntry components of an armoured 
division) . (W.D., Nth N.S. Highrs , 7 Jun 44 ) In the 
morning , Q. O.R. of c. i dent i fied a prisoner us belonging 
to 192 Panzer Regiment of 21 Pz Div . (Message Log., 
H. Q • . 8 Cdn Inf Bde , 7 Jun 44) 1'..s we hcve seen , two Panzer 
Grenadier battalions of 21 Pz Div had been plnced under 
command 716 Inf Div. The nxis of ~dvance of 8 and 9 Cdn Inf 
Bdes lay right through the pos i tions of 192 Pz Gren Bn 
which had companies in Plu.metot, Epron~ Buron , Anisy and 
Cuiron . (A. H. Q. Report No . 41 , Appx t' t,;tt ) It is quit e 
possible that those companies which had been situated in t he 
ureu between '3 Cdn and 3 Brit I nf Divs -- an a r ea still in 
enemy hands -- mo.de these night attacks . The other Panzer 
Grenndier bnttalion und er command 716 Inf Div (125 Pz Gren 
Bn)wns located east of the Orne . {See Appx 11J 11 to t hi s Report ) 

432 . The warning order to prepare to resume the 
advance was received by Nth N.S. Highrs at 0645 hrs . One 
hour later ·the battalion was on the march , adopting the 
same tactical order as used on the previous day . Just at 
this time "several enemy gliders" were ·seen t o land south 
of Basly (9978) (W.D. , Nth N. S. Highrs , 7 Jun 44 ). Oddly 
enough , i t is not possible to deter.mine what these "gliders " 
actually were; references to them appear in various message 
logs but no further explanation is offered. * 

433 . For reasons which wi ll become apparent~ the 
experiences of t ho ad vnnce d guar d. on 7 Jun were not ar. f i r st. 

fully known . The contemporary accounts appearing in the 
Wnr Diaries of Nth N.S . Highrs nnd 27 Cdn Armd Regt 
supplied a framework on which n fuller report could be 
formed . The firs t effort to piece together n connected 
nar r ative was mnde in June 1944 by the Histor ica l Officer , 
3 Cdn Inf Div, in two interviews wi th regimental officers . 
( (HS) 145 . 2N2011 ( D3) : Memorundu.m of Inver views with Capt 
(A/Major ) A.J. Wilson, and Capt (A/Ma jor ) E.s. Gr aye) Thes e 

*An oblique refer enc e appenrs in a brigade log: "2 Armd 
Bde confirms r eport g liders l a nded ••• and have dea lt with 
same" (Message Log , H. ~. 7 Cdn Inf Bde , 7 Jun 44 , Serial 
179) . It is possible thut the rumour nros e from an earlier 
report of n Spi tfire crashing nenr 1 c. Scot R. nt 995775 . 
{Ibid, Seria l 168) . In any event , the likelihood of enemy 
gIIaers being used cen be ruled out . It is interesting to 
speculate on how they were denlt with; the War Dinry of 
2 Cdn Armd Bde does not r ef er to the matter . 
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collated the facts as known by two participants who had seen 
quite different phases of the action; they were then verified 
by other officers , among thom tho Second in command .* Sub
sequently, the esc~pe of the vnn~ard commander (who had been 
taken prisoner in the engagement) mad e it possible to augment 
the body of evidence. ((HS) J45 . 2N20ll (D4) : Account of the 

perienoeeof Major J.D. Lenrment.) From these sources, 
supp emen e y n er in e gence revelations , emer ged tho 
complete story. 

434 . The initia l stnge of the adv-:nce of Nth N.S . 
Highrs was characterized by only light· opposition. "A" 
Company on the right flank successfully cleared the enemy fr om 
the woods near Les Buissons . The vanguard soon met firmer 
resistance near the ur ea and was successful in .knocking out 
an 88-millimetre gun, three half- trccks, and nn nstonishing 
contrivance-- a 16- barrelled morto.r mounted on a helf- trnck 
(Reihenwerfer) . (W. D. l Nth N. S. Highrs , 7 Jun 44) By 0930 
hrs Les Buissons wns virtually clear ed c.nd the adv.2.Ilce -con
tinued . The vanguard proceeded nlong the c.xis to enter Buron , 
destroying en.other 88-millimetre gun ~t its outskirts by c 
direct hit from a tonk gun. Morter fire from St . Contest on 
the left was now proving troublesome , but Buron was in our 
hands at 115 0 hrs • (Ibid ) 

435 . Whi le nc n Company wcs searching the town·, 
"B" Compuny arrived with its Sherman squadr on and commenced 
to advance on Authie . Before very long the tanks deployed 
around the cross roads (987718) in order to engage 
to.rgets in Authie , the infantry compnny remainlng in Buron. 
"C" Company was soon under wcy r galn and two platoons in 
cnrriers passed through "B" Company a.long the axis and 
nfter n shnrp skirmish were successful in ta.kj_ng Authie . 
They then proceeded to dig in south of the town . Mortaring 
and shelling of Authie were growing to such intensity th.ct 
neutralizing fi r e on St . Contest wns urgently requested . 
But the field nrtillery wcs now out of r cnge (Buron being 
its extreme limit) and communications were too fnulty to 
produce early cruiser fire.. By this time , "A" Company, 
passing around the western side of Buron , wns o.lso nenring 
Authie . Owing to the heavy fir e on the village , the 
platoon dismounted from their t enks cround the sr'.m.e cross
roads (987718) while the tan.ks ~roceeded ahead alone leav
ing the infantry unsupported . (Capt Wilson and Capt Gray, 
2.1?. .£.!i) 

436. It was considered impossible to advence 
beyond Au.this , for the open ground beyond Buron we.s under 
devasteting fire . The sudden stiffening of enemy opp
osition hcd produced a serious situntion , the whole ndvcriced 
guard being isolated on its flunks·nnd r ear . It was there
fore decided to withdrew the el ements of the va.ngunrd 
from Authie , which it was s een might become untenable , and 
form n bnttc lion fortress on the r i s ing ground to the 
north of the villcge . "A" Company on t he right accordingly 

~e Second in command (then Major , now Colonel D. F. 
Forbes) read this present account of the bnttle and inn con
versation with the present writer , (June 1952) , gave further 
valuable information which helped clo.rify the extant confu.s ed 
accounts. 
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dug in nec.r the rond (985718) . "B" Company, which w~s 
directed to join it on the le~ , found 1 tself una ble t o 
l e!'.ve Buron , owing to the s everity of the fire. The two 
plctoons of "C" Compl'.ny mec.nwhile prepared to evacuate 
Authie . (W. D.,. Nth N.S. Highrs , 7 Jun 44; Capt Wilson 
and Capt Gray , 2.E cit) 

437 . It wo.s now ebout 1400 hrs . Before "C" 
Company could make its withdrnwnl , th~t which had been 
feared at last occurred . Enemy tonks o.nd infnntr y 
sudden·l.y appeared from the direction of Oussy and Ardenne 
and proceeded to l nunch a strong counter- attnck on Authic . 
This abrupt turn of events forced the vangunrd to I!L.'1ke a 
stl'Jld in the village i tsolf . In the course of the ensuing 
battle t he two platoons of "C" Company suffered severe 
casunl ties . Mujor Lea.roent , the va.ngur.rd co.mm.under , who 
had not r ec.ched Authie , returned to Buron to discuss with 
the comrJcnding officer the question of rc~cuinG the troops 
of "A" and "C" Companies in P.nd nec.r Auth:.a . (Major 
Lec.r ment; Cnpt Wilson and Capt Gray, £E. cit) But the 
force despatcheu to relinvo t hem cc.me under such he~vy 
fire south of Buron that it could not accomplish its object 

ond was therefore instructed to withdr~w t o a position 
behind t hnt villege . (Ibid ) . 

438 . Me~nwhile , QS enemy tanks broke through 
and around Authie , all available Shermnns were rushed to 
meet them. Thus developed the first -u-moured eng~gement 
of the oper~tion ; it wns fought snvngely with heavy 
losses to both sides . In Authio itself tho situation 

deteriorated rapidly o.nd tho Canadian t roops there were 
overrun , only o. few escaping. (Capt Wilson and Capt Gray , 
~cit) 

439 . Between Buron c.nd ..: .. uthie , the bulk of a1 .. " 
Company, which had r conincd in pos ition, wo.s likewise 
overcome c.nd nost of its personnel ceptured . (Ibid) 
Then , a~er two hours of continuous shel l ing end mortnring 

lhron itself wcs o.ttncked about 1830 hrs . In spite of 
the very heavy fire brought t o bear on them, two waves of 
German infc.ntry followed by tunks pressed forward with 
determination, at lo.st penetrating the f orward positions 
north of the tovm c.nd c.ssailing tho defenders with bcyonets. 
Fire wns brought to bear on the enemy ns he debouched 
from Buron and the attack wcs not pressed . Meanwhile , 
desultory fire wns kept up on "D" Compuny which remnined 
i mmediately north of Buron for some time . 

440 . Lr.ter in the evening , some of the re.mnining 
t~ks of 27 Cdn :~rad Regt ndv~nced on Buron . The enemy 

bad not secured Buron , nlthough his fire ruid c.ttacks had 
prevented our own forces from occupying the town . The 
arnoured ndv~nce enabled "D" Corapany t o withdraw from its 
position and to rejoin the rest of the battnlion. The 
bettnlion hnd been order ed t o withdraw into the brigade 
fortress on the high ground o.t Les Buissons when it hcd 
becooe npparent th~t Luthie wcs beyond rench end th~t ~.n 
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enemy counter- attack was underway. The ·nove to .Les Buisson · · 
was completed by approximately 2145 hrs . (W.D., H. L.I . of c., 
June 1944: Appx 9, Message Log, ? Jun 44) 

441. The remaining two battalions of the brigade had 
spent an anxious d~y, continuously receiving messages telling 
of bitter fighti.ng~ while unable theoselves to advance and 
participate in it. When the fh4st enemy"armoured counter
attack took shape early in the atternoon s.n. ! G, High.rs, · 
Who had reached Les Buissohs , proceeded to consolidate there. 
(W.D~, S.D. & G. fil.ghrs 1 ? .Tun 44 ) By miQ.· - afternoon , H. L.I. 
or·c. had moved up to V1llons~1es~Buissons . (W•D ., H,L. I . of c., ? Jun 44) As German armour swept northward , Les Buissons 
became a forward locality and S.D, & G. Highrs were able to 
add to the heavy fire directed against the attackers. The 
sight of the first withdrawals into their line inpressed then 
as "a oloody ness indeed" (W .D., s.D. & G. Hi.ghrs , ? Jun 44) . 
Anazed , they witnessed our a.rnoured advance and braced them
aelves f or what nust have seen.ad the inevitable onil aught 
against their own perineter. But it did not cone . At 22 05 
hrs~ noted tli.e unit diarist, "the firing seems to be dying down 
now (Ibid). 

442 . The advance guard group , caught off balance by 
a forceful counter-attack before it could cnnsolidate and 
offer co-ordin~ted r esistance , had suffered severe loss . Of 
the twenty rifle company officers of tli.e Nth N.s. Hi.ghrs only 
eight r emained . By the end of the day, the unit had suffered 
a tota l of 242 casualties: 84 fatal, 30 non- fatal end 128 
prisoners~of-war ((H.S.) 133.065 (D594) 1 (0570) & (D593): Fatal, 
Non- fatal, and Prisoners-of-War Casualt1es , North-West Europe, 
June 1944-May 1945) . 27 Cdn Amel Regt sustained 60 casualties: 
26 fatal , 26 non-fatal and 8 prisoners-6f-war (Ibid). Most of 
these were caused by 88-millineter guns. (W.D.~ Cdn A.l"Dd 
Regt, 7 Jun 44 ) But the wisdon of alloting an entire aro.oured 
r eginent to the l eading battalion had boen anply denonstrated : 
the sane enel!J.Y counter- attack night have inflicted nore 
terrible l oss and r eached critical proportions had only a snall 
force been available to neet it . The fe.rocity of the tank 
battle nay be judged froo the tank losses : 27 Cdn Arnd Regt 
reported 21 of their tanks were knocked out and another seven 
damaged , 41 eneoy tan.ks were clai.oed t o have been destroyed. 
(Ibid) (It nay be noted here that 

*The War Diary of brigade headquarters tells of a further 
eneny attack being launched fron Buron and repelled by S .D. & G. 
High.rs ; a similar statement reappears in an account by the 
G. s.o~ 1 (Liaison). (W.D ., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde ? Jun 44; (Hs)· 
23503. 013 (Dll): Assault of th~ 3 Cdn Inf DivJ It is, however , 
quite certain that such an attack did not take place, for it 
could not ·have escaped notice of the three units in Villons- les
Buissons Whose diaries fail to nention it . (W.Ds., Nth N. S. 
High.rs, S.D. & G. Highrs and 27 Cdn Arc.d Regt , 7 Jun 44) 
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the enemy tank losses are given as } l in the brigade 
War Diary (W. D., H.Q. 2 Cdn 11.rmd Bde , 8 Jun 44) ; this 
figure is also i mplied in a later statement that 

" the so ore was about 2 to l in favor of the 27 Cdn Armd 
Regt " ( 2 Cdn Armd Bde Report on Operation "OVERLORD" ) . 
Large numbers of' German infantry were ..run down by our t anks , 
especially in the evening attack on Buron. (W.D., Nth N. S. 
Highrs , 7 Jun 44) These tenks had ranged over n considerable 
area during the day: "C " Squadron had r eached the outskirlis 
of St . Contest in order to engnge approaching ene.cy armour , 
and "A" Squadron he.d even penetrc.ted to the edge of 
Franqueville , in sight of Co.rpiquet airfield . (W. D., 27 
Cdn Ar..rnd Regt , June 1944: Appx 3, Personal Accounts of 
Participants , and trc.ce of .l!lovements of 27 Cdn .Armd Regt) 

443 . The full story of events on the eneny ' s front 
during 7 Jun , insofar as it has been possible to reconstruct 
them from available German documents , is given in A. H.Q. 
Report No . 50 .* A brief su.mmnry of these events ns it con
cerned the Canedians will suffice here to round out the 
picture of the Buron- Authie engc.gement . 

444. The oain opposition net by the Nth N. S. 
Highrs ruid 27 Cdn Arod Regt in the Buron- Authie engagenent 
was provided by elell!ents of 12 SS Pz Div "Hitler jugend " . 

While many other Germon divisions will be 
r emembered with tr .. o r espect --;a~ ort.1-e<l a. ...,;orthy and 
dbfeated foe

1 
the name of 12 SS Pz Div stands 

forever sullied by the murders committed by its 
young snvages on defenceless captured Canudians . 
When the division launched its counter- attacks 
against the Canadians , it was over- strength , 
well equipped , wall trcined and a typical produce 
of Nazi ideology applied to the military spter e . 
The officers were either ardent Nazis who hcd 
shmvn oilite.ry prowess in Russia, or professioncl 
o.rny officers not devoid of some affinity to the 
Nazi wcy of doing things . In part at lee.st the 
NCOs were selected young veterans of the wr.r of 
extermination ns practiced in tho East ; the rrulk 
and file were largely recent conscripts , fruits 
of the brutalizing ideology under which they were 
born and failed to reach .mcturity in years and 
spirit . 

(A.H. Q. Report No . 50 , para .56) 

An exOJ!l.ination of the records of one of the units of this 
division reveals that two thirds of the oen were in the 
18-year-old ng~ group , while three quP.rters of the unit were 
in or under the 19- year-old age group . (Ibid) 

*In General Eisenhower' s Report ••• ,this German armoured 
thrust is reported incorrectly cs hc.ving "penetrated to the 
const •·•" (p . 25) . 

·. 
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445 . We hnve already noted the eneny ' s decis ion 
to move 12 SS Pz Djv nnd Pz Lehr Div to the Calvados bridge
hend late in the a:fternoon of D Day (Su:Pra, pcra 422) . 
These division:;:> in conjunction with 21 Pz Div (alreedy on 
the scene north of CLO~) , were under coDI!lnnd 1 SS Pz Corps. 
It was the intention of the Corps Conr.icnder , Genernl Josef 
("Sepp" ) Dietrich , to use this e.rnoured force to drive the 
Allies back into the sen. "Due to c nsunlties and delays 
from air attacks it hnd not been possible on 7 Jun to comw.it 
12 SS Pz Div as r.. conpnct force " (Ibid, po.re 64 ).. However, 
swinging into ~ position on the left""'O'f 21 Pz Div· for n 
drive to the sen , nnd thus f ncing the line of the Ccnndinn 
ndvcmce , "the le::.ding ele.o.ents of the di vision he.d r anched 
the nree SW Cuen - Villers-Boccge" by a.bout 1000 hrs (~) . In 
t he afternoon these elenents -- 3 Bn , 25 SS Pz Gren Re.gt* 
nnd one of the division ' s two tank battalions -- launched 
their att ack against the Canadians in Authie**nnd suffered 
cons id ernbla casualties . (Ibid , par as 56 ff) Ca.nndio.n esti
mates of the type of Gernan-rrui'ks not in this engngenent nre 
conflicting . l~!µo::atnately half of those hit were .claimed 
to be Tigers (Mk Vl ' s), u quarter Pnnthers (Mk V' s ) and t ho 
r e.oc.inder .Mk IV's or Mk III's . (lfl . D. , 27 Cdn Ju-nd Regt , 
June 1944: Appx "A") However , 12 SS Pz Div -:docu::lent.s show 
no record of hnving any M~rk VI (Tiger) t~nks on strengt h 
nt this tiae . ( A. H.~. Report No . 50 , para 60) Mor eover , the 
encny ' nocked up ' both ~.tLr.k IV and Panther t anks to give 
the.o. the nppenrunce of Tigers. (W. D., 27 Cdn .Arna Regt, 
June 1944: Appx 3, "2 Cdn Armd Bde Intelli gence Suonnry No . 
3" and "3 Cdn Inf Div Intelligence Sumonry No . 6") ·A r eview 
of the nvr.ilc.ble evidence ind.icates th~t the trulks were prob~.bly 
for the most po.rt Mnrk IV ' s with six or more S. P. guns 
giving additional fire .*w.~ 

*This reginent wcs conr-unded by Obersturnbo.nnf'tt.hrer Kurt 
Meyer ; who was later to c om.m.nnd the division. Al though the 
whole reginent was in thi~ navnnce-gu~rd , only 3 Bn wcs 
em.ployed ~gninst the Canadir.ns as :fur ns is known . 

?Hf.In his book Cross Cho.nnel Attnck , Mr. Harrison speaks 
of the Gerrk".11 force which took part in this engageci.ent cs n 

"reconnaissance unit " which tttangled with the 3d Canadian 
Division neo.r ~uthie and an ongr.genent resulted henvy enough 
go give the C~nndinns the i npression of an eneny counter
a.ttnck • •• " ( p . 348) . A United Stc.tes military p0L1phlet 
describes o. c ounter- o.ttnck as "lui attack by o. part or a.11 
of the defending force agc:inst ~ hostil e attacking force 
for the purpose of r ognining lost ground or destr oying 
hostile elements " (Uni tcd Sto.tes War Depa.rtnent , Ho.ndbook 
on the Brit ish Arn:{'•••• (Washington , 1943 ), pnra 171). 
Using this de:f i nition i n conjunction with the event s, it 
would nppenr thnt the onoflY ~ counter - attack. 

~!-**The f';Onr:J.under of this bnttle gr oup 1 Generc:l Meyer , 
s t c.t os t no:t he fought this battle with a battalion of Mark 
IV tanks . ((HS) 981 . 023 (D6) : Special Interrogetion Report , 
Brigadef'fihrer Kurt Meyer ) The co.D.t:J.ander of 21 Pz Div , 
Genernll eutnnnt Feucht in$er~ stctes thnt the Panther batt~lion 
wo.s usedo ((HS) 981. 023 (D6 J: Specinl Interrogr.tion Report , 
Genero.lleutno.nt Edgar Feuchtinger) If the Cuncdians inflicted as · 
many cnsu r.lties on the c.ttr.cking tnnks es clo.ined (31 , see 
paro. 442 nbov.o);, it is doubtful , providing it wns a Panther . 
battalion , thnt the SOLle unit could nnke such'!i str ong nttnck 
as it did no 7 Cdn Inf Bde the following dny . (Infrn, 
pnros 458 ff) 




