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272. While this fighting was going on , the D. D. 
tonks of "A" Squadron, which were "def'lat ed", remnined to 
seawurd of the obstecles and fired fron this position. 
(SupraJ para 269) The squadron comoander tc~d of one 
enemy group surrendering in their fortif'ications because of 
their disoey nt seeing tanks already in action. Unfor
tunately it is not poss ible to discover the exact location 
of this incident . {W.D., 6 Cdn Arod Regt , June 1944: Apri 
5, Report on D. D. Tks by "A" Sqn) 

273. On N.filT Green Beach, the two ussaultin~ 
co.mpanies of Regina Rif , {Lt- Col F.U. Matheson , O.C.) , 
mo.de their run- in without enemy interference . The code 
word "Brandy" , reported by "a" Coy at 0809 hrs , signified 
that that company had !DC.de its touchdown. (W.D. Regina 
Rif , June 1944: L.ppx J , Message Log , 6 Jun) "B" Company 
landed e few ninutes later . "A" CompP.ny's task , the 
clea.rnnce of the strongpoints at the ~orthwest corner 
of Courseulles , soon developed into a fierce infontr y 
battl e . The unit ' s regimental historian writes of this 
incident : 

Able company • •• found the bombardment had 
not cracked the huge casemate on their sector . 
This fortress had reinforced concrete walls four 
feet thick and housed an 88-millimetre gun as . 
well ns mo.chine- guns . In addition there were 
concrete trenches out side the fort liberally 
sprinkled with small arms posts . It was grin 
going but eventually they executed u le~ 
flanking attack and with the support of tanks 
succeeded in br eaking through the defences . 

"B" Company, meanwhile, mnnc.ged "to get through the wire 
obstacles and closed in on the beach defences in their 
sector and over- powered then" (Luxton , 212. cit , p . 34) . 

274 . The first A.V . R. Es . had touched down at 0815 
and 0821 hrs on MIKE Sector and NAN Green Beach , respec 
tivP.ly (Message Log , H. Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bde , 6 Jun 44) ; this 
me.eat added close support for the inf'antry and the 
commencement of obstacle clearance . Shortly afterwards a 
succession of reports told of the arrival of reserve com
panies . "C" Company of Regina Rif' was ashore at 0835 hrs, 
and companies of' R. \Vpg Rif slightly later . Battaiion 
headquarters of the latter unit found the beaches and 
dunes under heavy fire and was pinned there for two hours . 
(W. D., R. Wpg Rif , 6 Jun 44) Leaving the still active 
beach defences to the assault companies, the remainder of 
the battalion scrambled over the banks and set out for 
their objectives inland -- Ste . Croix- sur- Mer and Banville . 



- ll6 -
By 1030 hrs they had arrived in these villages , overcoming 
scattered resistance en rout e . The t anks of 6 Cdn Armd 
Regt , (Lt-Col F. E. Whi t e , o.c. ), were skilfUlly employed 
to assist in the capture of Ste . Croix. (W. D., G. S., H. ~. 
3 Cdn Inf Div , June 1944: Appx "Q,", Message Log , Ser ial 
122 ; W. D., R. Wpg Rif , 6 Jun 44) 

275 . The attack by Regino. Rif ageinst Courseulles 
was now taking shape . The town ho.d been sub- divided into 
twelve blocks, to be cleared in order by designeted com
panies, assisted by n squadron of armour . In the words of 
the ~omm.l\D.ding officer , "nearly every foot of the town was 
known long before it was ever entered" (Interview with 
I~-Col Matheson , ~cit) . Block 1 contnined the foriilidnble 
strongpoint engagea cy"A" Company. While this 
clearance was in progress , "D" Company was to be po.ssed 
through t o capture Reviers, some two miles inland. But on 
the run- in several of that Compnny ' s L.C . A. struck and 
detonated mines 250 yards off shore . Only 49 survivors 
managed to reo.dh shore , but these few nonetheless assembled 
and pressed on through the waist- high grain- rields towards 
Reviers as planned . The leading elements reached the town 
at ebout 1100 hrs; by 1215 hrs it was reported by "C" 
Company, which had followed "D" from Courseulles , that the 
bridges in Reviers were secured . (Interview with Lt-Col 
Matheson , 2E. cit ; t.V . D., Regina Rif , 6 Jun 44) 

276 . The balance of the reserve battalion, l C. 
Scot R., (Lt -Col F.N. Cabeldu, E. D., O.C.) 1 found 
opposition still o.live as its three companies nppronched 
the shore . Men from this regiment were in the assaulting 
wcves described below: 

At 0827 the three flotillas comprising the 
flight of I.CA' s with which Prince Henry ' s I.CA ' S 
beeched deployed from Jjne ahead and commenced to 
run in forming up roughly in line abreast . Ahecd 
of them they could s 3e the nhstacles coming up 
through the sur.r. Beyond were. the sandy beaches of 
Normnndy alrendy the scene of n remarkable amount 
of activity consid ering that the beach wns still 
under heavy mortar fire from inshor e mortnr 
positions nnd machine gun posts that had escaped 
the attentions of our bombardment . The awful 
quiet which hod f allen along the beaches just 
after the bombardment had ended P.nd befor e the 
first l anding crai't touched down wcs now broken 
and the noise end smoke added to the apparent 
cont'usion. Riding n moderately heavy swell , the 
LCA' s surged in e.mong the obstncles where"VOr they 
could find nn opening, but , since they hcd to 
chcrge in ~t i'ull speed , there was ver y little 
chance of munoeuvring to avoid obst acles which 
could only be seen n few feet ahe~d, o.nd many of 
the era~ were brought to a stop on the prongs of 
the obstacles . 

(R. C.N.' s Part in the Invasion) 



- ll7 -

"A" and "B" Companies , under mortar f'i r c* · on the beach , had 
to r emain there until exits could be prepared through R. 
Wpg Rif ' s a r ea . Just beyond the dunes , nn A. V. R. E. had sunk 
far into a orator and troops wor e clo.mboring over it . Lo.tor , 
protected by tho D.D. t~nks , assault engineers of 26 Aslt 
Sqn threw a bridge end then chespcling over it to form a 
"primitive but usable oxit" ((BS)265C7 . 0ll(Dl) : Memorandum 
of Interview wit h Brigadier Foster ; (HS) 693. 3013(Dl): Royal 
Eri inocrs Battlefi eld Tour-Normand to the Seine B.h. 0.R. 
19 , p. 1 • semb ing in La alet e , l c. Seo • t en 
followed the leading companies of R. Wpg Rif through Ste . 
Croix and Ban.villa , dealing with by- passed pockets of enemy 
r esistance c.nd collecting a considerable nwnber of prisoners 
as they ndvnnced (W. D., 1 c. Scot R., 6 Jun 44) . 

277 . Although n f~lso conception of the battle mcy 
result, it is perhaps advisabl e t o pause and consider 
now tho general progress of events in the wester n part of 
the Canadi~.n sector . Reduction of the beach defences took 
fUlly t wo hours (''1 . D. , H. Q. . 7 Cdn Inf Bd o, 6 Jun 44 ) , nnd 
the beachhead objective "Y~N" wns secured only by nbout H 
plus 4 hrs {Int erview with Brigndier Foster) . But it must 
not be forgotten that by this time infantry n.nd cr moured 
gr oups wer o already f~r inl~nd o.nd that substc.ntinl progr ess 
had been made t owr.rds the next obj ective . Mor e serious 
even than enemy r esistance wcs the difficulty of clc:u-ing 
obstncles and br eachi ng exi ts . Owing to r ough secs and the 
l ateness of A.V.R.E. and sapper teems generally, t he 
ris ing t i de s oon cancelled further removal of off shore 
obstructions . On lnnd , the preparation of exits was found 
unexpect edly slow o.nd o.rduous, espec i ally on MIKE Sector; 
everywhere sni pers hnrriod the sappers striving desperately 
to clear routes to link with the first l~tercl . Until 
th~t work wns done , the be~ch wns "cr owded with milling 
men , tks o.nd recce cnrs of the Inns of Court Sqn , unable t o 
proceed further inland" (Ibid} . By 0900 hrs no exit had 
ns yet been opened on MIKE--oenches or on NllN Green . ** 
Armoured support wus thus for n time denied to the l eeding 
infantry beyond the beaches . Only c t 1112 hrs wcs it 
reported thP-t one exi t wns working with difficulty on MIJ':E 
Sector ; this was l ater developed into c satisfactory route . 
(Report by Nnv<!l Commander, Force "J") 

*Maj or A. E. Younger , o.c . 26 Aslt Sqn (R. E. ) on D Day 
wr ites: "· •• i t is worth noting thct it wns l :1ter found th'-'..t 
the Germans had set up ~ batter y of eighty 32- cm r ockets 
aimed nt the COURSEULLES benches . The wires to these were 
cut by the RAF bombing nnd t hay were never fired" (Rry?J 
Engineers Battl efi ol d Tour-Nor nandy t o the Seine , p . O • 

**Six D. D. Tanks managed to get acr oss the impr ovised 
exit mentioned above (supra , por~ 276) befor e it gave wcy. 
The turret of t he A. V. R.E. which had foundered wus used as e 
pier to support ~ tnnk- cnrried bridge . The sunken t~..nk ' s 

fnscine plus chospnling provided a cr ossing over tho landw~rd 
side of c~vert (Roynl Engineers Battlefiel d Tour-Norme.ndy 
to t he Seine , ~ cit , p. 107) 
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278 . Everywhere , it w~s cleer , progres s was con-
sider~bly slower thnn plr'.D.ned . But the situ~tion wns not 
unf'!!vour-:.ble nnd nor.m11l conditions of command were quickly 
being est :-!.blishod. The Main Bench Sig:>.nl stction wes re
ported in operntion ~t 0935 hrs . (Message Log, G.S., H. Q. 
3 Cdn Inf Div , 5 Jun 44 , Sericl 78) The brig~de COlill!l(\ndor 
therefore lcndod, r.nd ~~ 1215 hrs brigcdc hondqucrtors was 
independently set up d:n e f~r.mynrd nor.r Grnye- sur- Mer . 
It wns now pur ely n lflD.d battle for 7 Cdn Inf Bde . 

279. (ii) Tho Ass~ult by 8 Cdn Inf Bde In 
many wc.7~ the cxporienocs of the left osse.ult ing brigc.do 
duplic~ted those of its right- hand neighbor. Shortly 
before H Hour (now sot nt 0755 hrs) Group J . 2 w~s ready to 
go into ~ction . Tho L. C. T. bocring 19 Cdn Fd Regt (Lt-Col 
L. G. Clarke, O. C. ) hnd oorlior boon cnrried off their proper 
course , but h~d mi.~de to their eppointed station on ti.mo . 
(Interview with Brigndicr K. G. Blockcder) The A.V.R.E. cr~ft 
wore-'llso present . In tho unnvoidcble contusion of 
launcning , ono reserve company of Q. O.R. of C. did not 
receive word of the postponement until al.most too lete, 
"when they were beginning to think thoy would be assaulting 
the beach. " Luckily , the company was r ecalled in ti.me . 
{tV.D. , Q.. O.R. of C. , 6 Jun 44) 

280 . At 07~5 hrs the L. C. G. (L. ) opened fire on 
the beach defences . They were joined by the S.P. ~xtillery , 

after a slight de:ay in transmission of orders , at 0730 hrs . 
Bernieres ruld St . Aubin were seen to be receiving a 
t errific pounding although the neon points of impact 
cppeared to be somewhat beyond the i '"Jlilediate co~st defences . 
ht 0749 hrs the r ocket crn~ fired their salvoes, the 
effect by this time being quite invisible . (W. D. , H.Q. 
8 Cdn Inf Bde , 6 Jun 44) The L.C.A. of the lending infantry 
were now nppronching l cndfr.11 without opposition ; ~~ one 
observer they looked "like schools of wnter lugs" C ! .D., 
19 Cdn Fd Regt , 6 cTun 44) . The first 1:.. .V.R.E . touched 
dovm :;t 0805 hrs Re rt b Nc.vnl Conrn.cnder Force "J" • 
The D.D. tnnlra cf 10 Cdn fu-m.d Regt, Lt- Col R.E.J .. . Morton, 
O. C. ) , which lnndod ' dryshcd ', cs ecrlier agreed, were 
in consequence put ~shore behind the le~ding infantry. 
(Supra , para 269) 

L81 . The forwnrd co~po.nies of Q.. O.R. of c. , 
(Lt- Col J . G. Spragge , O. B.E. , E.D. , O.C. ), disembc.rked 
on N.i.iN White Bench in front of Bernieres, c.bout 15 ~inutes 
behind s chedule . Mines blew up certnin creft on the 
appronch but fortuna tely cnuscd only n few cnsuc..ltios . "A" 
Co~pnny , lr.nding en tho right on the open beeches betwoon 
Courseulles and Ber nieres soon an.de its wny to the railway 
line; "B" Con.peny, oho.rged with the reduction of the 
strongpoint of Borni~res , found it untouched (W. D., ~. O .R . 
of C., 6 Jun) . llf'ter suffering henvy casur..lties , the 
comp~.ny outflnnked the strongpoint, whose occupants 
surrendered; the reserve conp~nies were soon nshore and 
consolidcting on the southern edge of Bernieres, which hed 
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been quickly cleared ((HS)265C8 . 0ll : Intorview with 
Major J.N. Gordon 1 Q. O.R. of C. ) . 

282 . To the east , tho assault companies of N. 
Shore R., (Lt- Col D. B. Buell , 0 ; . ) , wore similarly 
engaged , having landed on NAN Rod so£10Wh'.:1t 02rlier ( 0810 
hrs) . '!his battalion ' s "B"' Company engaged tho St . Aubin 
strongpoint . Tho action , as related by the coapany 
connander to tha division ' s Historical Officer, is typical 
of such fighting e long the "Juno" beeches , although it 
continued sooewhnt longer h ero than elsewhere & ((HS)l45 . 2N 
30ll(~): Menorandun of Interview with Mu or R. B. Forbes , 
N. Shore R. The first tanks to arrive were shortly 
knocked out by tho anti- te.nk gun in the enplacement . Le~er , 

a "dustbin" fired by nn A. V. R. Ee was successful in crocking 
the concrete and ~f"tcr 45 minutes the strongpoint wns 
contained und its fire against the beach stopped . But 
not until evening did its last defenders finally give in. 
"From this troubloso..ci.e blockhouse 49 prisoners were 
t e.ken . h sec.rch rovooJ.ed thct npproxinotely the sru;ie 
number of ene.oy h~d been killed" ((HS·1 145 . 2N3013(Dl) : 
Reg:Ulentnl History of the North S~ore (NB) Regiment) . 
Meanwhile , the reserve conpanios had l ".nd ed, clec red tho 
re.D!.'.inder of st . /uibin end ranched Tcilleville (Ibid) . 

283 . The reserve batt~lion , R. de Chnud, (coo-
manded by Lt- Col P. Mathieu , E. D.) , cc.me eshore about 
0850 hrs . ~t th~t ti.tie , to quote their reginental history , 
"L' artillerie et l e mortier onnemis tonbaient suns arr~t 
lorsque nos troupes ntteignirent la torre 11 (MajorL 
Ar mand Ross end Major Michel Gauvin, Le Geste du Reginent 
de l a Chaudiere (Rotterdan, 1945} , p. 28) . The unit weited 
on the bench until word was received of the success of the 
Q. O.R. of C. in Berni~res, whereupon the Ro de Chaud 
proceeded through the villngo to its assenbly ar ec i~ t he 
woods south of Bernieres . Fron here, tho advr.nce to·vnrds 
Beny- sur- Mer wns begun . (:1.D . , H. Q, . 8 Cdn Inf Bde, ..; Jun 44) 

284. A survey of the ~ssnult by 8 Cdn In~ Bde 
(co.on.anded by Brigndier K. G. Blackcder) shows that this 
formation overcc.rn.e its first difficulties rather nore 
quickly . The immediate benchhend was considered to hnve 
been secured about H nlus 2 hrs , considerr.bly eerlier thnn 
was the c ~se on the vrestern sector . (Interview with 
Brigadier K. G. Blockader , 2.12. cit) Shellfire wcs undoubtedly 
less severe but nortars proved troublesome . Tixits were 
nore re~dily estnblished : the sea-wall on NJ.iN White 
(Bernieres) had been bridged at 0850 hrs . By 1040 hrs 
two exits hnd been opened on ~T.1...\l Red and three on Nl..N Whits , 
n decidedly oor e f~vour~ble situction thun that 
obtaining on the beaches to the West where flooded · 
ground proved n serious hindr~nco . lReport by Navnl Con
mndor , Force "J") There were other contributing rectors 
to this success : tho A. V. R.Es . hnd arrived in better time 
and had been ~ble to lend their support to the infnntry; 
the D. D. tanks , although l ate , had landed al~ost intact 



- 120 -

c.nd without confusion, P.nd hcd thus siv~n nore coordinated 
aid . Even tefor e gcps wor e pr~::u-ed , c squadro~ of tcnks 
hud crossed a nined 'U'eo so cs to enter St . hubin end 
assist in its clearence . (2 Cdn /u-md Bde Report on 
Operati on "OVERLORD") 

285 • .L\n es pccially unlucky lc.nd ing was experi enc od 
on this sector by 48 Il .M. Comnendo . Even bef ore touching 
down on NllN Red beach in six L.C.I .( S. ) at H Hour plus 45 
minutes , these troops wore engaged by mnchine-gun and 
mortar fire from the bench defenders , who chose at this 
moment t o return to life. Previously they h~d been subdued 
by tho neutralizing f ire fron sec . The Commando suffer ed 
heavy cnsual t i es before ranching its objective , Langrune
sur-Mer . ((HS) 285SS4. 008(D2) : W. D., 4 S. S. Bde, June 1944: 
A.ppx "H", Royal Mnrine Connandos in Nornnndy ; see tlso 
H. St G. Scunder s , The Green Beret (London , 1949), pp 
272- 73) 

286 . Despite setbacks ?.nd delays, the divisionel 
bcP.chbecds by 1300 hrs on 6 Jun hnd taken shnpe es 
visu~lized end , except for timi.Il{; , satisfaction could be 
felt th~t the cssnult had beGn executed subctantia.lly ns 
written . Tl' e G.O.C . loft H.r:s . Hilarz. with sane of his 
stcff to go ~shore en Nl'.N Sector at 1145 hrs ; the remainder , 
under the G. S. 0 .1, followed cbout two hours l ater . The 
first divisional hendqur.rt ers nshore wns set up in an 
orchnrd in Bernie r os . (W. D. , G. S., H.@. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 
6 Jun 44) 

(c) The Internedi r.to Objective 

287 . Perhaps the ~ost striking deoonstr ation that 
the opereti on had becooe a land bottle was the urri~ .l of 
the ubiquitous rield nrtillery . The eagerness of th~ 
c.rtillery to be lruided wns earlier thw~rted by the con
gested st0te of the beaches . On :JIKE Red , 12 Cdn Fd Regt , 
(Lt- Col R. H. Webb , O.C. ) , diseobr-..rking froo six L. C.T. 
nbout 0900 hrs , wr.s unoble for the t ioe being to proceed 
further ; with coI!ll!lendcble r esourcei'ulnese t~e regirilent 
promptly prepured for ~ction on the ce~ch itselr , in some 
i nstances engnging the eno!JY over open ~ ;ghtso "C:u- be~ch" , 

writes the regioentnl historian) "strewn with dead e!ld 
wounded , rocked to the sound of our fire and the c.nswering 
enemy guns . The two exits from the bench were blocked nnd 
to prevent overcrowdinB our guns were deployed side by 
s i de" ( Histor~ of the 12th Crurn.di nn Field Regiment, ££ 
cit; see a.lso ~ .D., 12 Cdn Fd Regt, 6 Jun;. and lHS) 
ID.4Fl2013(1) : Momornndum of Interview with Lt- Col R . H. 
Webb ) . 13 Cdn Fd Ilegt , (Lt - Col F. Le P . 'l' . Clifford, O.C. ), 
lnnding somewhat l ntor , ostablished a bc.tter y position 
south of Courseulles . About 1800 hrs both field r egiLlents , 
supporting 7 Cdn Inf Bdo , occupied their designated gun 
positions between Ste . Croix and Banville (Gun Ju-ee 
n~·;.RY" ) • ( ~f. Ds • , 12 and 13 dn Fd Rogts , 6 Jun) 

288 . In 8 Cdn Inf Bde ' s s octor , 19 Cdn Fd Regt 
commenced its disenbnrkation ~t 0910 hrs rnd had a batter y 
in net ion botV1een Bernieres "l.Ild St . t ubin sone 20 !rlnutes 
l cter . One troor lost three S. P. o~uipoents in e fir e 
which spre~d when one gun v1c.s hit ; 0.nother w~s delP.yed in 
landing until 1500 hrs , its L. C. T. being dfU!l~ged . By 
2050 hrs the reginent wns deployed south of Berni~res (Gun 
tu-ea "JliNE"). (Vl.D., 19 Cdn Fd Regt , 6 ··.:.n ) 14 Cdn Fd 
Regt (Lt-Col H. S. Griffin , O. C.) likowise suffered l oss 
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in the ee.rly stage of its career ~shore . Its first guns 
were being le.need at 0925 hrs , but tho r egiment was not 
clear of the be:".ch until nn hour lntcr., By 1130 hrs, when 
it took up its first position in tho fields west of 
Berni~res , only 18 of its 24 guns were in e.ction: three were 
entangled in a t rcffio jam o.nd thr oe more had been destroyed 
by direct hits from an 88-lllillinetre gun on emerging from 
tho cover of the town . (W. D., 14 Cdn Fd Regt , 6 Jun 44 ) 
During p·1ase II , the regiment ooved forward by batter ies , 
giving continuous support ard sorting its guns into their 
respective troops , until at 2030 hrs Gun Ar ea "JliNE" was 
occupied (Ibid ) • . 

289. The lilisfortunes experienced by the two 
lust- nru:ied regiments will serve to illustrate the relative 
chcracter of' the bnttle in Phaso TI . If' 8 Cdn Inf Bde 
had been nore f'ortunnte in tho assault phnse , it was now to 
encounter seriaus delay in ~dvcncing to its objective 
"ELM" . This circW!l.Stance wc.s to hnve fer- reaching conse
quences affecting both the success of 9 Cdn Inf BGe end , 
by extension, the division ' s ~ttcinment of the final 
covering position . 7 Cdn Inf Bde , on the other hend , 
pressed forw-:rd qui ckly dur ing Phase II . The enemy ' s rec.r 
orer.s were ovorwholnod by our infantry, end the tanks of 6 
Cdn l\rmd Rogt , once clear of the coostnl inunde.tion , found 
his staff curs nnd light vehicl es ensy targets . 

290. (i ) 7 Cdn Inf Bde Beyond Banville , R. 
Wpg Rif discover ed resistance to be lighter , especially 
aft or "A" Company , with the assistance of portions of "1 .. " 
and "0" Sqdns , 6 Cdn Armd Regt , captured enemy I.!lachine- gun 

fositions south of Ste. Croix. The bridge at Ti er ceville 
915808) was captured intact . A half mile to the west , 

7 Green Howerds , edvnncing c.brei;s -.~ of tho Cene.dinns (as 
part of 69 (Brit ) Inf Bdo , (50 (N) Div)) , captured Lncther 
bridge over the Seulles River (Clay , ££ cit , p . 243). By 
1700 hrs R. Wpg Rif was consolideting southwest of Creully 
(9179- 9279) . The first reinforcenents c.rrived during the 
evening and were posted to "B" Co.rapany which hnd been so 
b~dly depleted on the bench. (W. D., R. Wpg Rif , 6 Jun 44) 

291. Having followed R. Wpg Rif to Ste . Croix 
end Banville , 1 C. Scot R. moved on swiftly to seize the 
bridges nt Colonbiers- sur-Soulles and Revicrs , finding 
much evidence of the enemy ' s disorderly withdrnwal . By 
1830 hrs the unit had positioned itself in the aren south of 
Les Pla.nches , beyond the river. Later that evening o. new 

battalion urec was occupied in the vicinity of Pierrepont , 
Cninet and Le Fresne- Oa.milly . It will be seen f r om this 
thnt 1 C. Scot R. wns nctunlly in advance of the ar en 
plmmed for it . (W. D., 1 c. Scot R., 6 Jun 44) 

292. Regino. Rif , pressing on from Revier s , were 
no less successf'ul . During the ~f'ternoon , while street- · 
fighting wcs still in ~regress in Courseulles , Le .Frosne
Ce.milly and Fontninc· Reary were cleared. At 2100 hrs tho 

unit was directed t o move to a new position on the high 
gr ound northwest of Le Fresne . This was cc.rried out in 
darkness , not without some con:tu.sion , end wes completed by 
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OJOJ hrs , 7 Jun . "A" Company, pr eviously left to guord 
thb Reviers bridge , was reinforced and withdr nwn into the 
battali on area during the night. (Interview with Lt-Col 
Matheson , .212. · ~; W. D. , Regina Rif, ·6 Jun 44) 

293. In Pho.so II , armoured support by 6 Cdn Armd 
Regt had been of great value , one squadron hnving been 
placed in support of each battalion. But this support 
wo.s not given without cost , for mines nnd 88- ra.illim.etre 
guns had exacted a heavy toll . By evening it wns f ound 
that only four tanks of "B" Squadron were still operational ; 
n.A.tt Squadron was better off with nine . The c.o. theref ore 
decided to form these thirteen remaining tanks into a 
composite squadron. (W. D., 6 Cdn Ar.md Regt, 6 Jun 44) 
But on the other hruid the collapse of co- ordinated enemy 
r esistance beyond the immediate bencbheal was indicated 
by the fact that during D Dny two troops of tanks had 
actually penetr ated as f ar south as Bretteville- l 'Orgueil
leuse before withdrawing , thus reaching the final objective , 
if only briefly. (W.D.; 6 Cdn Armd Regt, 6 Jun 44) The 
regimental historian writes of one of these troops~ 

The troop commanded by Lieut~W.F. McCormick 
failed to contact the infantry ruid K~pt going 
returning an hour !lild half later after a ten 
mile ro:ible inland through Bretteville and almost 
into Carpiquet . The incident wns the cause of 
humorous accusations that the troops had planned 
a dash to Paris, but the lucky venture raised 
the morale of the men considerably. The fact 
tho.t no opposition had been encountered ensured 
tho.t there was ample time f'or consolidation of 
all gains before the heavy counter- attack which 
all invaders on enemy soil must hourly expect . 

(Stark, .212. cit , p . 64) 

294.. The intermediate objective "ELM" was firmly 
held by 7 Cdn Inf Bde by the evening of D Doy . Brigc.de 
hendquurters moved forwc.rd to Colombiers- sur- Seulles . 
There was an added source of s~tisfaction in the fact 
that the vital bridges over the River Seulles were all 
intact and safely in Allied hands . 

295 . · ( ii) 8 and 9 Cdn Inf Edes On the 
:Eastern sector, 8 Cdn Inf Bdo , Gndeavouring to break out 
of its beachhead , mot a serious check to its right fl~nk. 
By 1025 hrs R. de Chaud wns assomblod with its squadron of 
tnnks in support , and the S. P. o.rtillory was now ashore . 
But to move out from the cover of Berni~res to t he open 

plain to the south mennt coming under machine- gun nnd 88-
millimetre fire ; the letter hnd alreedy demolished several 
S.P. equipments {Cf par a 288) . Armour and infantry were 
held up· for nearly two hours until ~rtillery ond medium 
machine- gun fire could silence the opposition. Thon the in
f antry was gradually infiltreted up the road from Bernieres 
townrds Beny- sur- Mer, subduing pockets of enemy res istance 



- 123 -

and talcing prisoners as it o.dvanced . On the left flcnk 
progress ho.d been at first rruoh swifter, a.nd c company of 
N. Shore R. had opproached ~l1ev1lle during Phose I. It 
was first entered at 1352 hrs . The regimental historien 
writes of the enemy position at Tnilleville as follows: 

The enemy wns more strongly entrenched here 
than ho.d been antioipnted . '* Numarmis tunnels 
led from one gun pit to e.nother; in addition 
his weapons were so disposed thet all approaches 
were completely covered by fire . 

(Regimentnl History of the North 
Shore (NB) Regi ment , £E. cit, p . 6) 

By .mid-afternoon the strongpoint had still not been 
cleared , and its early capture was boooming increasingly 
problematical. (W. D., H.Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bde , June 1944: 
Appx 1 1 Message Log, 6 Jun 44) 

296. In order to clarify the situation in this 
sector of the divisional beachhead, it will be expedient 
to consider here the introduction of the reserve Brigade 
Group (oollllil£Ulded by Brigadier D. G. Cunningham) which had 
been circling about the anchor age since early morning. 
The course of events during Phase I did not warre.nt a 
decision to alt er the original intention to land the res€rve 
formation through NAN Sector (Plnn "A"). Accordingly , 
at 1051 hrs H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Bde (aboard ·Royal Ulsterman·) 
received the signal , "Katnip nowtt, which was the executive 
order to land (W. D., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf Ede , June 1944 : 
Appx 3, Message Log , 6 Jun 44) . But even on 8 Cdn Inf Bde's 
sector congestion was such as to make it impossible to 
spread the brigade group over both Nf.N Red and N.{sN White 
Beaches o.s planned , end all units had to land over the 
latter alone . This very naturnlly created o delay ~.nd 
meant that only one route (from Bernieres to Beny) could 
be tnken forwcrd to the assembly oren. At 1140 hrs the 
L. C. I . (L } carrying the rifle companies touched down, but 
in s ome cases troops were not disembarked ot once because 
of the conf'usion on the beach . Offshore obstacles were 
still in position and landings were made oYen nor e ditricult 
by the :presence of so .many wrecked ll'lnd ing ere.ft . But 
with very few casualties .the entir o brigcde group (including 
its ermoured regiment) moved across the bench into 
Berni~res, which was found to be still occupi.ed by the 
troops of 8 Cdn Inf Ede . Just south of the town · the 
battalions formed up ond waited unt il tpe advcnce of R. de 
Chaud should .make it possible ~or them to occupy their 
assembly area around Beny- sur-Mer . (W. Ds ., H.Q. 9 Cdn Inf 
Bde, E'.nd infontry bntt nlions, 6 Jun 44) 

*Tho To.illeville strongpoint was the headquarters 
of the 2nd Battalion , 736 Grenadier Regiment . ~a,&· 

~~,.. ''J". 
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297 . At 1435 hours the G. o.c . held the first 
Orders Group ut his hendquP.rters in Bernieres . It was 
attended by the commanders of 8 and 9 Cdri Inf Bdes and 2 
Cdn Armd Bde and dealt exclusively with the oon:f'u.sed 
situation in the le~ sector . It was confirmed thc.t N. 
Shore R~ was experiencing difficulty in clearing Taille
ville . No change o'f pl:l.Il was ordered: 8 Cdn Inf Bde was 
still to capture Beny- sur- Mor, after which 9 Cdn Inf Bde 
could be passed through on its exis townrds Carpiquet . 
(W.D., G.S. , H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div , 6 Jun 44 ) 

298 . The timo nt which Beny was captured is not 
r ecorded , neither the battalion nor brigede diaries offering 
precise inforcration . Communications between brigede 
headquartors nnd R. de Chnud were faulty , but it appears 
that the latter cleared the town about 1530 hrs . (Message 
Log and W.D. , H. Q, . 8 Cdn Inf Ede , 6 Jun 44) For ward 
companies r eported thw:lSelvos in Basly at 1710 hrs (Ibid) . 
A squedron of 10 Cdn Arrad R~~ by- passed Easly in order 
to converge on the high ground nt Colonby- sur- Thaon (2 Cdn 
Armd Ede Report on Operation "OVERLOIID" ) Q. O.R. of c. 
at the same time was striking forward toward Anguerny; 
after overcoraing resistanc e in the town they established 
thems elves on the high ground between Anguerny and Anisy , 
where their position was quite isolated until their rear 
and right were secured by the err ival of R. de Chaud in 
La Mare and Colomby- sur- Thaon . The two units r emained 
in their r espective aree.s for the night . (W.Ds ., Q. O. R . 
of C. and Ro de Chaud , 6 Jun 44) 

299 . By evening it was apparent that the 
difficulties met by N. Shore R. would prevent consolidation 
of the brigade on the objective "ELM1' . Two troops of 
tanks had already been despatched to assist this unit 
(2 Cdn Armd Ede Report on Operation "OVERLORD"). The 
defenders of Tailleville were well dug in end provided 
with an extensive system of tunnels which gave excellent 
opportunities to snipers . It was not until 2010 hrs , "after 
the sixth painstaking see.rch of the gr ounds and buildings" 
thnt the to~vn was finally reported clear (Re~imental 
History , N. Shore R. ~ oit , p . 6) Four officers and 57 
other ranks were token prisoner from this strongpoint . 
The battalion was ordered to remain and reorganize there ~ 

(Message Log, G. s . , H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, Serio.l 242 ; W.D., 
H.Q,. 8 Cdn Inf' Bde , 6 .Tun 44) 

300 The capture of Beny , in addition to 
opening the way for 8 Cdn Inf Bde , had made it possible 
for 9 Cdn Inf Ede to co.mnence its assembly. At 1605 hrs , 
therefore, Uth N.S . Highrs (Lt- Col C. Petch, O.C. ) led off 
from Ber niores , arriving at Beny at 1645 hrs . (W. D., 
Nth N. S. Highrs , 6 Jun 44) By 1915 hrs , S. D. & G. Highrs 
(Lt~aol G. H. Christiansen , o.c. ) and H . L. ~ . of c. (Lt- Col 
F.M. Griffitbs, o.c . ) were also in position . The village 
und its Yic~~r' .. y wer e crowded with troops of two brigo.des , 
including t"10ir headquarters , and enemy mortar fire did 
not make the en:tor-:-~d hnlt there more pleasant . At 1820 
hrs Nth N.S . Highrs commenced their southward advance, 
leadj_ng 9 Cdn Inf Dde townrds the f'innl objective . 
(W.Ds ., ~t~ N.S . Highrs , S . D. & G. Highrs , and H. L. I . of 
c. , 6 Jun 44) 
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301 . The en~ire brigaae group had been specialiy 
equipped and trained for r npid movement . Three conpanies 
of Nth N .s . High.rs (the ndvenc·od guard) were carried on the 
tonks of 27 Cdn lu-md Rogt , (Lt- Col M. D. K. Gordon , O.C. } 
with the fourth trcvelling in unit transport . In each of 
the other two battalions, three companies rode on bicycles 
(cirborne pattern) tho fourth o.gnin being borne in other 
vehicles . ( (HS) 2i5c9 . 011(J ): Memornndum of Inter view with 
Brigadier D. G. Cunningham, D. S . O.) The vanguard of Nt h 
N. S. Highrs wus grouped as fcliows . In front, the 
reconnai ssnnce troop of 27 Cdn 1-i:red R6gt provided a screen 
of Stucrt t anks . This was followed by the infantry cnrrier 
pl atoon , each soction currying one platoon of •en Compnny. 
Next ca.me a plo.toon of ncdium .machine guns ( "C" Company, 
C. H. of o. ), a troop of M. lOs (3 Cdn ~ tk Regt) , two 
assault sections of pioneers and four bcttnlion 6- pounders . 
Behind the vanguard rode the mnin ndvo.nced guard mounted on 
Sher .man t nnks : "A" Compe.ny on the right , "B" Company on 
the left and ttn n Company bringing up the r ear . (W. D., Nth 
N.S. High.rs , 6 Jun 44) Behind the advanced guard again were 
s .n. & G. Highrs and H.L. I . of o. 

302. The vanguard passed the start point {.Easly) 
and met no serious opposition until it reached Villons
les- Buissons . By nightfall , however , it was still engaged 
in clearing three machine- gun positions there . Inasmuch 
as the main advanced guard had likewise become involved in 
fighting in Colomby- sur-Thaon (by-i>s.ssed by the leading 
elements) , it was decided that no further advance should 
be made on D Day . Nth N .s . Highrs were therefore ordered 
to consolidate for the night astride the main r oad to 
Caen, around the crossroads 007757 (Ibid) . S. D. & G. 
High.rs and H. L.I . of c. were also directed to remain in 
Beny , from which they had not yet set forth . (W.Ds., 
s .n. & G. High.rs and H. L.I . of c., 6 Jun 44) 

303 . At l nst light on 6 Jun the divisional 
situation was as follows : the line "ELM" (the intermediate 
objective) hnd been reached , though it wr.i.s not yet fully 
consolidnted on the le~ . There , however , the reserve 
brigode had already made some progress towards the final 
objective . If the next day did not bring a counter-a~tack 
in fozce the division could still be expected to press 
forward to secure its ultimate covering position . 

304 . Delays on the beaches , attributable chiefly 
to weather conditions , very naturally slowed the whole tempo 
of the advance inln.nd . One brigede c omme.nder believed that 
"the timing cs plrumed had been too :t'o.st " (Brigadier 
Foster , 2.:£ cit) . But the insistence on speed was made 
necessc.ry by-th.e possibility thnt mobile reserves might 
be thrown ag~inst the division either before it had secured 
a becchhoad in sufficient depth , or while it wns on tho .move 
and unprepared to ward off nttack. Tho latter eventuality 
occurred on 7 Jun; fortunctoly only one br igade gr oup was 
affected by it . By the evening of D Do.y the oper ation 

\ 
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could be reckoned five to six hours behind schedule (i . e ., 
the approxi..mnte time required by the mnin body of 7 Cdn Inf 
Bde to ndvnnce from "EI.M" to 9 0.AK" ) . It therefore seems 
hardly possible thct the division could hnve arrived in 
strength on the final objocti~e by nightfall of D Do.y unless 
an earlier stnrt hnd been made . From every point of view , 
it would have been infinitely mor e desircble if the times 
of touchdown had not hnd to be deferred . (In this connection 
it may be noted that the need to postpone H Hour for Group 
J . 2 on account of offshore rocks on NAN Sector has been 
called in question by the Commander of Force "J" . (Report 
by Navel Comnw.nder , Force "J") ) 

SURVEY OF D DAY 

( u) Air Foree 

305 . The aerial bombnrdment of German coastal 
batteries and defences in the assault ar ea , together with 
the pre- H Hour airborne operations which "constituted the 
greatest air lift of assnult forces" ever attempted , wer e 
but the beginning of the Air Forces ' oper~tions on D Day 
(Leigh- Mallory , 2.P. cit , p . 58) . Excluding sorties flown 
by Coastal CommcilcI and A.E.A. F. ·Airborne oper~tions ; the 
A. E.J.. . F., R.J . F . Bomber Comman~ , U. S. Eighth Air Force e..nd 
the Fleet Air Arm flew u total of 10, 743 sorties on · 
D Do.y (Ibid , p . 59) . After the "heo.vi&s " had le~ , medium, 
light and fighter bombers onrried out a mul titude of tasks 
throughout the day. Fifteen squadrons of fighters were 
allotted the task of protecting the shipping i anes (Ibid , 
p . 56) . Nine squadrons of fighters continuously petroITed 
the British and Am.ericcn beeches flying , 1, 547 sor ties on 
benchhend cover (Ibid , p . 57) • .Almost 400 sorties were 
flown in answer tO'tiie heavy calls for spotting novnl 
gunfire . A largo number of sorties were also flown on 
long and short reconnnissnnce duties , strafing missions , 
offensive patrols , and so on . (A breakdown of numbers 
and types of sorties flown by the Air Forces is given 
in ibid , p . 59) Altogether, the air effort over the 
"N@i1oNE" front "surpnss ed in strength e.ny air operations 
that had ever before been mounted " (Ibid , p . 58 ). 

305.. The ent ire air effort was by no means con-
fined to the assault area. At either end of the English 
Che.nnel and beyond~ R.A. F. Ooast~l CollllilElnd was implementing 
its plens to combat Germc.n U- boat attacks agoinst "NEPTUNE~ 
convoys . During the preceding months, Grcnd Adm.iro.l 
K:irl Doenitz had concentrcted large numbers of his U- boats 
in the Bay of Biscay. His plan~ evidently , "was to deploy 

*For a brief summary of German naval anti- invasion mea
sures- see Rear- Admiral H. G. Thursfie1d (Editor) , Brassey ' s 
Naval Annual -1948 (London, 1948) , pp 378- 79. 
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his Biscay U- boats up Channel as soon as the landings brought 
to light the exact position of the Second F:t ont . The U
boats wer e to sever the fir st o.ssnult force from contact 
with England and to pr event any buil d- up" (( HS) 692. 0l3{D2): 
"An Account of Coastal Commnnd in the Invasion ," pr epar ed 
by R.C . A. F . Operations Record Officer , Con.sto.l Command) . 

307 . On D Day the enemy r eacted swi~ly. U- boots 
made for the asscult nrea "wi th the utmost speed -- that is , 
on the surface whenever possible" (Douglas , £E. cit , p . 5127) . 
The first U- boats sighted wer e o.pproo.ching fr om the 
western entrance to the Cranne1 on the night of D Day. Six 
of these U- boo.ts were attacked• (Leigh-Mallory , ~cit , p. 77) . 
"During the next day and ni ght , o. further ten signt 1ngs 
wer e made and seven were htto.cked . Some of these att acks 
r esul ted in ki lls " (Ibid )• It is not possible her e to 
give a full account of the anti- submarine battle waged by · 
Coastal Command , of which the nbove wns the opening phese . 
It should be remembered , however , that the land battle 
wcs dependent upon the security of th~ ' bridge to France,' 
and so upon the success of the anti- sub.II\arine oampa1gn. 

308 . German air opposition to the assnult was , 
much to the disgust of the Gernnn crr::.y , oq an extremely 
restricted scale. Air Chief Marshal Leigh~Mallory writes 

of it as follows : 

On D Day the first enemy air r eaction to 
the assault was n r econnnisseno-:i of the Channel 
e.reas . At npproximntely 1500 h~urs , the first 
enemy fighters and fighter- bombers appeared . 
This wcs nine hours after the assault began and 

fifteen hours after the first of very large 
formations of a i r borne t r ansports and of the nir 
bombnrdment squadrons hod arrived over enemy 
territory . The enemy formations consisted of 
some FN 190s and one formation of 12 Ju 88s ; 
four of this latter were destroyed. 

On the night D/D plus 1 , approximately 
85 enemy aircr aft wer e active over the benches and 
shippi ng lanes . Some of the units operating were 
known to be specialized anti- shipping units . 
Activity on this scale was maintained on most 
nights during June . 

(Ibid , p. 72) 

309 . Fortunately for the f.J.l i es , the invasion 
was not the signcl for the enemy to launch his campaign 
of r ockets or pilotless nircraft against England or the 
beachhead. (supra , paras 72- 77) Although it was feared 

* Active in Coastal Command ' s operations were five 
R.C.A. F. squadrons . (Battle Order of R. C. ll. F. on 6 Jun 44, 
.QR cit) 
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for some time thet this camp~ign would coincide with the 
invc.sion (Hill 1 £E. cit , p . 5588) , the success of Operation 
•CROSSBOW" agci.nst the eneey "ski- sites " seemed to lessen 
the denger thet "pilotless nircrnft might bo used against 
assembly areas on the south coast , and particul arly r ound 
the Solent " ( Ibid , p . 5589) . Even when the enemy began to 
build a. lnr ge number of 'oodifiod ', well-oamouflagod sites 
in Apr il -- s i tes whoso launching platforms were aligned on 
London and the southern coast -- the threc.t t ron these 
wes "not felt as keenly a.s the original threc.t from the 
-' ski- sites ' six nonths em-lier" (Ibid , p . 5591) . Never the
less , defensive mocsures ngcinst these ' secret weapons ' 
wer e in reediness on D Da.y as they were a week later 
wben the fir st pilotl ess o.irornft mnde their nppearnnce 
over England. (Pile , £E. cit , pp 323 ff) 

310. The la.ck of Ger.man air resistnnce on D D:ty , 
despite increased eneoy fighter production ,* has been 
explained quite sil!lply by ~ring : " · ·· due to the i.maense 
numerical superiority of /..llied a.ir forces , the GAF 
simply la.eked suffic i ent strength to cope with the 
i nveder s " (( HS )295AF. 023 (Dl ): "~ring Inter rogated ," 
U.S. Str ate ic Air Forces in Euro e JJ.r Intelli ence 
Surnraary o . 2 , p. 15 • More detailed infornation r egarding 
the reasons for the def'ea.t of' the G • . : .... F . is contained in 
"The Nor.mnndy Invasion -- June 1944" 1 .2J2. cit ; (HS) 
981. 009(D21) : Geroan Air Forces , "Interrogntion of 
Gener alleutnant Adolf Galland re Fighter h:rm of GerffiO.Il 
Air For ce"; (HS) 981 . 01.3 (Dl5) : Air Ministr y (Trans ), 
"Survey of Anglo- 1.mericnn .L.:ir Operations Against the 
Reich end Western Eur ope , 1942- 1944•; ( HS) 981.0lJ (D28 ) ; 
"Sona Aspects of the Gerlli'.n Fighter Effort D.iring the 
Initial St"tges of the Invasion of North- West Europe" ; 
and (HS) 981. 013 (D58) : "Sona kspects of the i.llied /.i.r 
Offensive on Gernan Econonic Life"; to quote but o. few of 
the more pert5~ent prinary docun.ents . Broadly speaking, 
aside f r om th~ direct consequences of 1..llied nir superiority 
over the benches on D' Duy ,· the failure of the Gern:.a.':l Air 
Force during the csseult wus due t o tho pre- D Dly havoc 
wr ought on G.A. F. bcses , depots c.nd nirfields ; the lack of 
trnined nnd experienced Garn.en pilots ; the in~bility of tho 
G.A. F. to eoploy ' decisive f orcas ~t decisive tines ' becnuse 
of the need to protect the Reich nnd other fronts ; the 
impossibility of rapid movement of fuel , supplies , etc . 
over the wr ecked t r ansportation system; the poor German 

*See Tedder 1 ~.cit , p . 43 , f'or r-. chnrt showing the 
compcrative str engths of ~11.liod a.nd Gerl!W.n operational 
P.ircroft on the Wester n Front . See c.lso Mr Vice !W.rshal 
Sir Thomas W. Elm.hir st , "The Ger .mnn Air Foree nn.d its 
Failur e," R.U. S. I . clournal , Novenber 1946 ; and Lee, .2:2. cit , 
Ch 12 . ---
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system of aircraft reporting and ground control in France; 
and miscalculation by G.~. F. officials . As a result , 
the tempting targets of .mnssed ships and craft together 
with vnst , concentrated numbers of aen o.nd suppli es in 
Southern Engle.nd and Normandy were compnratively unharmed 
by German air attacks . 

{ b) The Fire Plon 

311. In endeavouring to estin~te the success of 
the conbined fire plan , it nust be realized that the 
morale f nctor played nlflost ns grent a role c.s the actual 
destruction caused . This being so , it is nore difficult 
to arrive at a t ruz evaluation . But i t is scfe to assW!le 
that the massed inv~sion force , moving ~n r elentlessly on 
the beaches nnd loosing so great n volune of fire- power , 
must have seemed irresistibl e to t ho defenders huddled in 
their concre~e enclosures , waiting until the nee.rest troops 
should be within range of their mortars nnd guns . With the 
din of the bombardment ringing in their e~rs , the confident 
advice of their superiors -- 'Keep then r.t bay until our 
Panzers brec.k through to relieve you' -- must have appeared 
a vein hope indeed . Interrogntion of prisoners produced 
ndequnte testimony of the power of the fire plan, ns the 
fellowing pnssnge shows : 

The results of our pr eliminn.ry aerial and 
naval bombardEent were most impressive . PN were 
unanimous in describing its overwhelming end 
demoralizing effects . In several strongpoints 
conns were completely severed ~.nd the occupants, 
who hcd gone to ground , were totally unnw~re of 
whnt was happening until they emorged to find 
themselves prisoners. PW used such phrases as 
' it was absolute hell' nnd 'we hcd no chruioe '. 
The naval bombn.rd.Clent seeI!lS to have been especially 
terrifying. 

((HS) 215Cl . 023 : First Cdn 
;.·.:roy Int SWllClary No . 7) 

312 . In the Canadian sector , there are isolated 
incidents which show thnt enemy morele was s eriously 
a~fected . A company commender of Q. O.R. of C. told how 
n German machine- gun crew rr.n cwcy when our troops began 
to scale the sec-wall before their 9osition. Such enecy 
soldiers he described ns "mere boys " and "very fright ened " 
(Interview with Major J.N . Gordon , Q:Q. cit) . Others , 
locked in concrete empl acements , hcO-nO"'Such opportunity 
for flight e.nd in oost ccses fought it out till the end . 
It see.ms prob~ble , however , that the intense initial 
bombe.rdment mcnentnrily stunned them, for the battle 
generally took shnpe when these positions were closely 
invested and our l ecding troops had crossed the inter
vening open stretch of be~ch . This conclusion is borne out 
by the exper ience of 48 R.M. Comuc.ndo , which was fired on 
even before landing by the defenders of the St . Lubin 
strongpoints , who hnd previously allowed N. Shore R. to 
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approach with much less show of r esistanc e (Supra, para 
285) . 

313 . The physical damage wrought by aerial and 
nava l bo..arbardment hos o.lreoiy been mentioned (Supra , 
paras 227- 63) . A summary or the bombardment gener ally hfl.s 
been given by General Montgomery cs follows : 

Despite the .mnssive ~ir and ncvo.l bombcrdment, 
the cocstnl derences in gener nl were not os 
erfectively destr oyed cs hnd been hoped , but the 
enemy opposition wns ertectively neut r clized 
for the vital per iod of the assault; field 
works behind the benches were largely eliminated , 
wire entanglements wore br oken down and some of 
tho .mine fiolds s et off , and tho defenders were 
thoroughly shnkcn by the weight of our fire . 
The enemy ' s oonm.unica.tion network was para lysed 
and his r cdnr system thrown into confusion , 
with the result thnt during the poriod of the 
lc..ndings the enemy High Command r emained in 
ignorance of the true extent , strength and 
objectives of the assault . 

( c) Force "J" 

(Montgomery, Nor mandy to the 
Baltic , pp 43-44) 

314 . Because of choppy seas nnd crowded beeches 
the L. S. T. could not begin to bench t heir unwieldly Rhino 
ferries until 1500 hrs , and in some cases these ships hod 
not completely disch~rged their cc~go until the ecrly 
morning of 7 Jun (Report by N"-vnl Cornfl.nder , Force "J" ). 
Throughout D Day the cnchornge wes shelled sporadic~lly c~d 
ineffectively, nnd at night there w~s c. raost br illi!:!:t 
displcy as gunners enthusiastically (if not entirely 
accurately) opened fire on enemy uircr~ft . 

315 . Despite c.ct ive opposition ~nd the dr.nger 
of obstacles , c ~su~lties to landing ere.ft in Force "J" 
were not excessively high . These were listed ns follows : 

Sunk 

Badly damaged 

3 L. C. T. 

2 L.C.T. 
7 L.C.T. 
7 L .C.T . 
5 L.C. I . 
2 L . C. S . 

14 L. C . ii . 

(A. ) 

( 3 ) 
(4) 
( 5) 
( s . ) 
(M. ) 

Do.mnged or Disabled 18 L. C. T. (4) 
8 L. C.T . ( 5) 
2 L. C. I. (S . ) 

22 T,. C . A. 
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Judging from these figures, nlnost 75% of the L.C. A. 
escaped d~ge . ( A totnl of 142 was to be employed . ) 

t 1l ' \ IJ. ) Engineers 

316 . Clecro.nco of saps through offshor e obst~cles , 
which wes to hnve been conpleted by H plus 75 mnutes , 
wo..s s et bnck nnny hours by the unexpectedly high tide . 
The engineers of 5 Cdn Fd Coy, with one p+ntoon of 18 
Odn Fd Coy under cono.~nd , experiencod sover o difficulty 
on lending clos e to H Hour , but succeeded in putting 
oost of their bulldozer s nshor e . /..fter a bri ef period of 
work , further ettenpts ct n~ss renovnl of the dense 
obsteclcs hcd to bo cbandoncd until the tide conconced t o 
r ecede . Gaps tot~lling 1600 yP.rds in width wer e clo~red 
on NAN Sector between the fi r st r.nd second tides on D Th~y ; 

on MIKE Sector two sections ccntinued to v1ork until D plus 
1, by which time they had clc~red 1700 yards. Casualties 
to these teruns had been r elntively light e (W.Ds. , 5 and 
18 Cdn Fd Coys, 6- 7 Jun 44 ) The s~ppcr assnult ten.ms 
landing i n conpa.ny with the l ending infantry of 7 Cdn 
I nf Ede sustnined he~vy c~sualties both in their craft ElD.d 
on the beQch , and wer e unable to perfor n their cllot ted 
tnsks . In view of this , the conp~y ccnmnndar considered 
that theiI' inclusion in the ass~ult phnse hcd not been 
justified (W.D. , 6 Cdn Fd Coy , June 1944: ~ppx 4). ·a 
similar GKperienca wcs net on 8 Cdn Inf Ede ' s sector ~ where 
the s nppor te0.I!ls found th~t little cell was ande on them in 
their pr oper r ole (W. D. , 16 Cdn Fd Coy, 6 Jun 44) . The 
principal t a.sk of 18 Cdn Fd Coy on D Day wo.s to hc.ve been 
the construction of Clcss 40 cr ossings nt Pont de Roviers 
o.nd Colonbiers- sur-Soulles . To this end , reconnaissance 
pE!rties wont f orwnrd with the l ending inf~try , only to 
find the existing bridges intect . These were dt once 
checked and cl0ssified . 1622 Bridging Pl~tooL, which hed 
l cnded safely, "felt r lther lost ~nd simply sat in ~~e 
/.ssembly I.rec " (W. D. , 18 Cdn Fd Coy , 6 Jun 44) ~ 

317 . The difficulty of opening potential exits 
(which in any event were few ) consider cbly delayed the 
employment of he~vy wecpons in support of t he info.ntry : 
mo.ny tanks were coapelled to r emr.in on the bench for some 
hours , while badly needed guns end other equipnent could 
not be landed until the benches were clec.redc. This f nct 
makes pr:rticulc.r ly cogent :~dnir!'.l Rru:isc..y ' s conclusion 
"t~nt the rate of l ending wlll ~lwc.ys be governed by the 

ava ilabi lity of exits ," which he.a not per hnps been fully 
appreciated by militc.ry pl nnners (Report by the Allied 
Nave l Co.mma.nder-in-Chiefn • • ) ~ 

{ e ) Armour 

318. Tho experienc e of +.he nr noured r egifilents in 
the opere.tion have been included •,-£,_th those of t he 
infc.ntry to whom they g~ve suppor~. Her e it is au~ropric.te 
to consider how valuable wns thct support. • 
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319 . Despite o .mer.sure of confusion in their 
launching and benching, the D. D. tanks were nble to crrive 
ashore as c fi.ghting ontity, where their ec.rly arrival 
unquestionably contributed to the enemy ' s discourngenent 
and downfall . The perfor .mo.nce of the tanks crews generally 
wns described as "gallant r ather thnn br illiant ," impr oving 
ns the battle developed ( Interview with Brigadier Foster , 
QQ cit) . It v:os the opini on of Lt- Col J .M. Mel jrrun, O. C. , 
r. Wpg Rif , that "A" Squadron , 6 Cdn Armd Regt "liter ally 
made possi ble the overwhelming of the defences ~ of MIKE 
Sector (W .D., 6 Cdn 11.rmd Regt j June 1944: Appx 4, Letter 
from O.C., R. Wpg Rif , to o.c., 6 Cdn Ar md Regt). To this 
expression of appreciation the Commander of ? Cdn Inf Bde 
added the minute , 11 ! henrtily ogree with these sentiments" 
(Ibid) . The tanks proved no less valuable fnrther inland 
in the villages and open fields, according to infontry 
comm.anders . One may conclude that the l anding of tanks in 
the initial stcges vms ontirely justi fied . (It mny be 
noted that this conclusion seems t o conflict with the 
Dieppe l essons , which h~d r eco!ilOended that t anks be not 
landed during tho boach fighting . ({HS) 594. 0l3(D4): 
The Dieppe Raid (Coobined Report ) 1242 , p . 35) The 
explanation of this apparent rejection of earlier experience 
lies in the fact tha t D.D. te~s , requiring no croft to 
bring them ashore , foraed n ser ies of mobile forts which 
could contribute t o close support ct H Hour . ) 

320. It is hnrdly necessnry to say thet 2 Cdn 
f.rmd Bdo' s plcn to ndvnnc e to Evrecy on D Day wa~ not 
realized . Nor did the special force suppl ied by "C" Squcd
ron , I nns of Court Regiment , which wns entrusted w:.th the 
blowing of the bridges over the Orne beyond Caen , meet 
with success . Landing nenr Courseulles from two L.C. T. (4) 
at 0830 hrs , 6 Jun, the detachment lost seven vehicles on 
the bench itself frora mines and anti- tnnk weapons . Owing 
to difficulty wi th exit s , r elease froo the beech was not 
given until ~bout 1045 hrs . {Message Log , G. S., H. Q. 
3 Cdn Inf Div, 6 Jun 44 , Serial 129) At 1500 hrs , the force 
crossed the River Seulles , but nust have wor ked well to 
the right , for it harboured during the night of 6/7 Jun at 
Vienne- en- Bess in, about four oiles. east of Bayeux. Setting 
forth again the next morning , t he squadron suffered thirteen 
casualties -- 7 killed and 6 wounded -- when bombed by 
Thunderbolts ; the fo.rthest points reoched on D plus 1 were 
Norrey- en- Bessin, Bronay and Duey- Ste. Mar guerite, all 
near the Buyeux- Caen r ailway. (( ES )693. 0l8(Dll): W. D., 
Inns of Court , 6-? Jun 44) . 

(f ) Intercommunication 

321 . Wireless oommunioation fUnctioned extremely 
well from the moment wireless silence was br oken on D lay . 
Some difficulties were encountered on the beaoh, for 
snipers took a heavy toll of those carrying wir eless sets 
in the first wave , and the wi r eless sets in handcarts were 
found awkward to manhandle . (W. D., 3 Cdn Inf Div Sies, 
June 1944: Appx 17 , Report on Operation "OVERLORD" . Other 



- l33 -

assaulting divisions made the srune complaint.) Artillery 
wireless communications were hll.ghly satisfactory , both 
on sea and land . The special pr oblems entailed and the 
means adopted to solve them are treated in two reports : 
Memo of Intervi ew with Ma or H. S. Patterson, ~ cit ; 
and Report on Cdn Div Arty Comns , Opera tion OVERLORD" , 
W. D., 3 Cdn Inf Div Sigs, June 1944t Appx 17 . 

322 . Cable sections , whose work was very 
hazardous i n the fir st days ashore , used jeeps with 10- owt 
trcilers and found them admirable ~ Lines had constantly 
to be r epaired

1 
owing to their being cut by tracked vehicles 

one su,ni'ireo \Signals Report on Operotion "OVERLORDh, 
2:Q. cit) The commander of g Cdn Inf Bde r eported that 
Irnes were laid to all battalions by the night of D Day 
(Interview with Brigadier Blecknder , .Q:Q. cit) . 

3230 Very good work was done by the Contact 
Detnchments supplied by the divisional reconnaissance 
regiment (7 Odn Reece Regt) o A Contact Detachment , 
usually consisting of an officer , an N.C. O. and two 
operators, wcs ~ttached to divisioncl and brigndes head
quarters , to each nssnult battalion, ~nd to ench bnttnlion 
in the reserve · brig~de (W . D . ~ 3 Cdn Inf Div Sigs , May 
1944: Appx 10 , 3 Cdn Inf Div Sigs o.o. No . 1). Each 
Detachment wus "equipped with a j eep , a No . 22 crysto..1-
controlled wireless se-t; n No . 68R Lportable] c:-·::-stal
controlled set , batteries , ~nd a chore- horse*" (Capt W.D. 
Pavey , 7th Cnnadian Reconno.issnnce Regiment in World War II 
fMontrenI , 1948) , p . 41 ). The .mnin role of the Contact 
Deto.ohre.ent wc.s to keep General Keller informed of events 
on n battalion levelo** Owing to the nnture or their 
employment , they were ~lso ~ble to keep battalion commanders 
informed of events on their flanks -- "The Contact Det is 
doing c• eood job keeping us informed ," writes one unit 
diaris~ (W. D. , S. D. & G. Highrs , 6 Jun 44) • . For furtbor 
inform~tion on these Detachments see (HS) 141 .4A70ll(D2): 
Memorandum of Interview with Co.ptnin G.V. Newsom., 7 Cdn 
Reece Regt : "The Role and Org of Contact Dets ". 

{gj Machine Gun Battalion 

324 . The three .machine- gun companies of C. H. of 

*A chore-horse wns n .me.chine used to r e- charge the 
wireless set ' s batteries . 

*":~Similarly , ' Phantom' patrols kept the Corps, Army 
and .Army Group Commcnders inf'ormed on the progress of 
operotionst Each division hcd one ' Phantom' patrol attached t o 
it . For further informrtion·on these s.rJr..11 British wireless 
detnch!:l~--:..ts , see R. J . T . Rills ~ Phantom Wns There (London , 1951)-' 
pp 144 ff' . 
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O. (M. G. ) were prevented from lnnding :trcm their L. C.T. on 
the morning of D Day owing to the congestion on the benches . 
By 1430 hrs , however , all three compc.nies were ashore end 
their platoons mode off to join the onttalions they were 
to support . (W . D., C.H. of O .• (M. G. ) , 6 Jun 44) "A" Company 
supported 7 Cdn Inf Ede on to the brigade ' s intermediate 
objective . "B" Company gave considerable assistance to 
the battalions of 8 Cdn Inf Ede by silencing a number of 
snipers in the areo. and laying its fire on stronger pockets 
of resistance . "C" Compruiy ' s platoons joined their 
respective units somewhat lcter in the day and perfor med 
similnr tasks . The heavy mor tar company , ("D" Company), 
had been divided into two parts for its role in the assault . 
Two platoons of this company r eached 7 Cdn Inf Bde when 
the brigade was on "ELM". The other two platoons , owing to 
the congestion on the beeches, were unable to start unloading 
until the following dcy. AB it ha~pened t there wcs no call 
for 4 . 2- inch mortnr fire on D Doy {W. D., C. H. of o., 6 Jun 
44: Appx 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10). 

(h) .Anti- Aircrnf't 

325 . The only L.A.A. Battery to l and with 3 Cdn · 
Inf Div on D Ihy was the 32nd Battery (Major J.M. Cousins , 
O. C.) of 4 Cdn L.A.A. Regt . Two troops of this battery, 
a~er experiencing some difficulty with the •Rhino" ferries, 
landed on the afternoon of D Do.y . "A" Troop went t o 
protect the bridge at Reviers , while "C" Troops t ook up a 
position neo.r the bridge at Colombiers- sur- Seulles (W. D., 
4 Cdn L.A. A. Regt ., Jul:y 1944: Appx 10 , "Activities of 32 
Bty, D Day to D plus 6"). 32 Bty, while tnking up positions 
hastily overrun by the in.fun.try , captured 196 prisoners ? 
"B" Troop was unable to land on D Ley, nnd whet wns mor e 
gtlling, wns unable to fire its guns when enemy nircrnft 
straf ed and bombed the landing cru~ during the night 6/7 
Jun . On D plus 2 this troop l nnded and took up positions 
gucrding di vi s i onal headquarters . By thnt ~.une the bat
tery ' s 40-millimetre S . P . guns hnd nlre~dy shot down two 
F# 190s nnd one JU 88 (Ibid) . 

(i ) Anti -Tank 

326 . Viar Diaries give little indication of what 
anti - tank batteries landed on D Day, 0 In 62 A tk Regt it 
seens certain that only 248 Bty cane ashore , the time being 
1700 hours . Three guns were not able to disembark , and an
other is reported to have been drowned . · The equivalent of 
two troops then supported ? Cdn Inf Bd.e , one being with R. 
r"fpg R. and the other Vii th Regina Rif in their final positions 
south- east of Creully 11 ( (HS) 9.52 . 013 (D96): Historical Section 
of the Cabinet , OVERLORD: D Day, 6 June 1944 Book II 
p. 285) . On the left sector 105 {Composite) A tk Bty {of 3 
Cdn A tk Regt ) experienced considerable difficulty·when 
unloading. Bone portion of the battery was l anded , however, 
for one troop gave assistance to the Nth N . S . Highrs when it 
noved forward fron Beny- sur-Mer at 1820 hrs (W. D., Ntll. N .s . 
High.rs, 6 Jun 44) . It was a day or so l ater, howev6r , before 
the reginent was abl e to gather its forces together. 
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(j) Casuc.lties 

327. Complete evidence is not ftvailable regarding 
the number of C~$ueities expected among the Canadian forces 
landing in NorIIlC'.ndy on D Day . It seems prob~ble , however , 
th~t the method used by the Canadivns to estimate casualties 
wr.s the s::me cs th~t employed by the British . (The 
Administrative Histor of 21 1 Grou 6 June 'I944 - 8 

Germany, s ates on p . e estlJDD.ves 
of casualties for the BRITISH and Cl.Nii.DIAN for ces were 
be.sad on the Official \Va.r Office Ca.suelty Rates kn.own as 
the Evetts Rates . ";· see a.lso (HS) 133 . 065 (D579 ): "For e
c~sting Rates of Wastage" for further information regarding 
the Evetts Rates . The theory upon which the British, o.nd 
presumnbly the Canadian , esti.mcte of c~sualties wns bcsed 
is oontcined in the f ollowing source : (SRO 133 . 065 ( D580) : 
Vier Office Estim11te of Cnsue.lties , dnted 6 Jan 44. This 
document contcins precisely the same information given in 
W.D., G. S. Br anch , 3 Cdn Inf Div, March- May 1944 : Appx 
"I" to Appx "T" , which is part of the Joint Ont l ine 
Maintenance Pro ·ect Administrative Plan (issued in con-
unct on wit t e In ti Joint an NJC 1004} dated 1 

Feb 44) . The materia l c.nd tabl es in the following para
graphs are tnken from this source. 

328. In estim.a.ting the casualties likely to be 
sustained dur ing the enrly stages of Operation "NEPTUNE" ~ 

considerntion had to be given to casualties by dr owni ng 
during the run- i n ns well cs the nonJa.l land battl e 
casualties . I t wns anticipated that of the craft which 
became l ost or damaged* , 60% would be lost or drunnged on 
the outwar d j our ney , i . e ., when loaded . In crnft which 
wer e total l Jsses 70% of the passengers would become 
casualties . Thus 42% (70% of 60%) of the per sonnel carr i ed 
by lost era~ would be casualties . In crflft which were 
damaged 20% of ~assengers would become ca.suulti es , i -~ - , 
12% {20% of 60%) of the personnel c~rried in donaged craft 
would be casualties . 

329 . It was nssumed nlso that 0.17% of the totcl 
forc e ns~ore would be sick or hospitalized . 

330 . The battle c~sualty r ite wcs to depend upon 
the strength, conposition nnd organization of the forces 

*Naval esti.mc.tes of the losses likely to occur on D 
Iny are not availc.ble . f-a.doir al Ram.say states , however : "In 
the Assault the dc.mnge to ships including L. S .T. was less 
than expected. In the case of L.C. T. and crn~ generally 
the losses wer e less then nnticipntcd , but the numbers 
suffering dnaage fron bench obstruction ••• wefe consider~ble 
and above expectation" (Report by the Al.lied Naval 
Comoo.nder - in- Chief ••• , P~ 78) . 
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involved and the· type and severity of the action anticipat ed . 
The following table indicates the bnttle· casuo.lty rate 
(in percentage) based on tho nature of the operntion and 
expected ·opposition to be encountered. The operations 
staff wcs to determine the severity of the losses to be 
expected in t erm.S of tt1ight ff~ n s ovor o" or "r:axi.L1un" for 
ea.ch of the formttiorts or uni~s invol ved . 

B{~TTLE .. CMJiJ.Ltf Rll.TE 

Ty~e of Forngtion 

Brigade or 
Division 
corps 
1'i:rmy 

Regiment 

I 

Light Batt l .e 

~ 
2~5 

l•O 
. 5 
. 35 

L of C troops, SOS, and service 
units not included in other 
estimates 

Severe 
Duy 
% 

15 
8 
3 
1 

25 

Maximum 
Do.y 
% 

25 
15 

5 
2. 5 

o.6 
The totals of these ostimntes were subdivided as follows : 

(a) D Do.y and D plus 1 

Killed , captured and missing 30% 
Wounded 7CJI, 

(b) D plus 2 and thereo..t'ter 

Killed, captured and missing 25% 
Wounded 75% 

The number of wounded was further sub- divided as follows: 

Litter cases 50% 
Wal king cases 50% 

331. It ho.d been planned to lend on D Do.y nbout 
14, 460 Canadian troops (3 Cdn Div o.o. No . 1 , Appx "G") . 
The number actually lnnded was somewhat less . Hnd this 
planned number been landed, however , presumably the 
nnticipo.ted casualties , based on o. "Maximum Day" in the 
theory , would number well over 2 , 000 exclusive of those 
casualties sustained on the run- in . 

332 . Vfuo.tever the final figures the Canadian 
operations sto.ff arrived ~t , it cen be safely assumed that 

casualties in the assault were lighter in practice than in 
theory. The total losses of the Co.nndio.n assaulting troops 
on D Dny were 946 nll r nnks. A breakdown of the type of 
casuo.lty suffered by Canadians in Normnndy on D Day is 
o.tteched o.t Appx "D" to thi s Report. 

333 . Jui attempt ho.s been made by the fJ!mY 
Operational Research Group to tabulate the casunlties 
actuall y sustained on the beach itself , as distinct from 
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those occurring inland . It is thus concluded that each 
infantry assault battalion incurred between 60 to 80 
casualties within the immediate coastal area . This 
estimate is perh~ps too low, for in some cases battalions 
are known to have been mor e seriously depleted on the beach 
than these figures would indicate. (Ofiposition Encountered 
on the British Bench in Normandy on D ay, £E cit, 
Part t!f) 

334 . It seems to be well established that 
casualties on each sector varied in direct r atio to the 
number of enemy mortars in action . His mn.chine- guns, on 
the other hand, although more eff'ective in causing delay , 
:probably did not in:flict proportionately os many casualties . 
(Ibid , Part IV) This can be accounted for by the f eet 
t~ma.chine-gun fire, with its wide sweeping a rc of fire , 
causES troops to go to ground , where they ore lnrgely 
immune from flat- t r ajectory weapons . 

(k) Prosress by Other Allied Divisions in the Assault· 

335. {i) 6th .Airborne Division Brief mention 
ha.s been ma.de r egc.rding the role to be pibayed by 6 .Airborne 
Div on D 1X1.y (~upra, para 26) . More particularly, the 
division had primary and secondary t asks . The former 
involved the capture of the bridges over the River Orne 
and Canal de Coen a t Bonouville end Rr-...nville respectively 
and the establishment of bridgeheads each side of this 
water obstacle. ((HS) 255B6. 0l3(Dl) : 6 Airborne Division~ · 
Re rt on O erntions in Normand Jun- 3 S · 4~) While 
5 nra Bde Gp was employed in these operat ons , 3 Para 
Bde Gp (which included 1 Cdn Pare. Bn*) was to silence 
the enemy ' s Marville battery which commanded the beaches 
where 3 Brit Div was to land . This group wns a lso to 
demolish u series of bridges over the Rivem Dives P.!!d 
Divette from Troarn to Varnville . (Ibid) When these 
primary tasks had been completed , 6 Airborne Div was to 
develop the operation east of the Orne in order to 

( i) Mop up and secure the a.rea between Rs Orne 
and Dives , north of the rd Troarn 1667 -
Sannerville 3368 - Colom.belles 0770 . 

(ii) Hnving secured a firm base East of the R 
Orne, opornte offensively to delay nny 
res attempting to move towcrds the covering 
posn fron the East and SE. 

·*Since a repor~ uas Lodll writtbu covering the activities 
of this unit (Hist Sec, A.H. Q,: Report No . 26, The 1st Canadian 
Parachute Battalion in France 6 June-6 Se tember l 44 ), no 

on on t e po.rt t pl ayed during D Day will be given 
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336 . In order to carry out these latter tasks , 
1 S . S . Bde was to be placed under command after it had 
landed from the sea at Ouistreham. It was to pass through 
5 Para Bde and mop up the coastal area as far as possible 
between Franceville Plage and Cabourg . In the evening 
(at 2100 hrs) 6 Airldg Bde Gp was to arrive by glider and 
would take over the southern portion of the divisional 
area. 

337 . By 0030 hrs 6 Jun , the advance parties of 
the parachute brigades , together with a 'coup de main' 
glider force which was to seize the vital Benouville and 
Ranville bridges, hnd landed in Franceo Between 0100 and 
0130 hrs the main body of 3 and 5 Parn Bde Gps landed . The 
drop was scattered~hich resulted in the units having to 
perform their tasks well under strength . On th~ other hnnd, 
the wide dispersal of the parachutists misled the enemy cs to 
the ureu nnd extent of the airborne landings . ( Ibid) 

338. The division ns o. whole was very success:t'u.l 
in carrying out its D Day plans. The bridges over the 
Orne and Canal de Cuen were quickly taken by the glider 
force and bridgeheads were formed on either side of the 
water obstacle by 5 Para Bde Gp. Enemy counter action to 
the small western bridgehead began to develop at 0550 hrs 
but the men defending this area , although greatly out 
numbered , held thei r ground until relieved by the advancing 
seaborne forces l ater that day . (Ibid) The larger easter n 
bridgehead was also held , ulthough--o:t'!iigh cost , against 
repented arm.our- supported attacks by the enemy. In the 
early afternoon of D Duy a Commando or ·1 S. S . Bde , which had 
fought its wuy inland from the beache~ , was diverted to · 
reinforce the defenders. The diversion of this Commando, 
although it wus released in the evening , resulted in the 
curtailment of the offensive cctivities of 1 S. S. Boe in the 
coa.stal area . 

339. Although widely dispersed , 3 Para Bde 
Gp ' s operations on D Do.y met with equal success . So widely 
was this brigade scattered , however , that 9 Para Bn , whose 
task wns to silence the Merville battery, moved off to 
accomplish its mission "only 150 strong und having only 
1 MG" {Ibid) . Special engineer and other supporting 
detachments were also missing . This unit completed its 
tnsk despite these handicaps , but nt the end of this 
action its strength had heen reduced to 80o {Ibid ) The 

*General Ei senhower states in his Report {p. 22 ) 
that "··· the 6 Airborne Division troops were dropped 
precisely in the appointed nref:'.S east of the Orne River ." 
The ' coup ~e main' glider force did nchieve u remnrknbly 
accurate lnnding , but the parachutists ' drop wos widely 
s~attered . 
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remainder of 3 Para Bde destroyed the br idges over the 
Dives and Divette as p lanned . By the end of D Day the 
brigade took up pre- arranged defenaive positions al ong the 
Sall enel les- Troarn ridge , a feature which formed the 
easter nmost ' shiel d ' of the ''NEPTUNE" area •. 

340. At 2100 hrs the glider l anding of 6 Air ldg 
Bde (less 1 Bn) took place. With it came the division ' s 
Arm.d Reece Gp . 6 Airldg Bde sot out to help 5 Para Bde 
contain continuous enemy attacks from the south and to 
extend the Ra.nville bridgehead to include Longueval and 
Herouvillette . 1 Airldg Reece Regt; meanwhil e , pr epared to 
reconnoitre southeastwards using'the area occupied by 8 
Para Bn as a base . To the north, · 1 S . S. Bde was held up by 
s t iff enemy res i stance on the line Br~ville-Le Plain. 
(Ibid ; see a l so By Air t o Batt le , The Off icial Account of 
t li013ritish Fir st and s i xth Air borne Divi s i ons (London , 
H.M. Stationery Office , 1945)) 

341 . By the end of D Day the eastern flank of the 
"NEPI'UNE" area was well secured by 6 Airborne Di v . All 
its primary, o.nd most of its secondary, tasks had been 
carried out with dispatch despite the wide disper sion of 
the parachutists . The division's casualties had been 
heavy , m£lllY men having been taken prisoner owing to the 
scattered drop. Surprise , essential especially to an 
air borne operation , had been achieved and , coupled with 
individual initiative and dash , helped to make up for the 
division ' s l ack of heavy suppor t weapons . The enemy had 
been hit hard and the westward movement of reinforcements 
f roo the Seine area had been denied him. The divisi onal 
oomoander , Mnjor-General R.N. Gale; O. B. E. , M. C., summed 
up the feeling of his command at the end of the day as 
follows: 

••• we felt we could face the morrow with 
confidence . The division had passed o critical 
phase . Although the morrow would certainl y 
bring heavier German attacks , we woul d be in so 
much better state to deal with them. 

(Lieut enant -General R.N. Gal e , 
With the 6th Airporne Divi s i on i n 
Normandy (LOndon, 1948), P• 88) 

342. (ii ) rd British Infnntr The 
task o~ 3 Brit Inf Div was o and on te and Red 
benches in conjunction with No.val Force "S" and to capture 
Caen and a bridgehead south of the R. Orne et that p lace" 
{Over lord D Day , 6 Jun ~!t4-, 2P. cit., Book II , p-. 29 5 ) • 
The division was to assa t on a tr'Ont of one br igade with 
8 Brit Inf Bde Gp . Aidod by two Commandos and s upported by 
an a rmoured regiment , 8 Brit Inf Bde Gp ' s task was to secure 
a beachhead from the high ground at Periers- sur-le Dan to 
St . Aubin- d ' Arquenay , both inclusive , after which i t was to 
assist 6 Airborne Di v at the Benouvil le- Ranvi lle bridge- · 
heads . 4 Commando {of 1 S . S~ Bde) was to clear Ouistr ehrun, 
while 41 R.M. Commando (of 4 S. S. Bde) was to cl ear the 
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coastal area westwards to lllc-sur- Mer. 1 S.S. Bde, landing 
under co.lIIIIl1lild 8 Brit Inf Bde in the second wave, was to go 
immediately to the relief of 6 Airborne Div. 

343. 185 Brit Inf Bde Gp, landing nt approximately 
H plus 2l hrs , was "to capture Caen and secure a bridgehend 
south of the R. Orne at Caen" (Ibid ). 9 Brit Inf Bde Gp , 
the reserve brigade , was bo loner-at about H plus 5! hrs. 
This was a mobile brigade and a~er it had assembled at 
Plumetot , its emplcy~ent would depend upon the tactical 
situation . Should G7 Armd Bde becone nvnilable from its 
initial tasks with the brigade groups , it would concentrate 
in the area or Cnzelle and be used by the divisional connn.nn
der, Maj-Gen T.G. Rennie , D.s . o., M. B. E., as the situation 
warranted. 

344. H Hour for J Brit Inf Div was fixed at 
0725 hrs, but the actual touchdown of the assaulting era~ 
WCtS a few minutes late . Heavy seas , beach obstacles 
and enemy fire created problems sinilnr to those encountered 
by J Cdn Inf Div. Bench exits , however , were established 
with somewhat less trouble, but the lack of good routes 
leading inland caused some delay . 

345 . Tho assault by 8 Brit Inf Bde met with 
stubborn resistance on the beaches ·and especially inland . 
The beach strongpoint at La Br~ohe was overcome by 1000 
hrs . A mile inland , however , a series of strongpoints 
froo the Canal de Caen to Colleville sur Orne• prevented 
the brigade fron reaching its objective . I t was not until 
the evening of D Day that the last of these strongpoints 
was clenred . While the brignde ' s advance was being slowed 
up , other forces were fnnning out along the coast . 4 

Commando , together with supporting infC'.Iltry and armoured 
detachments , set out to clear Ouistreham. This was alllost 
completed by the end of the day. 41 R. M. Odo , arter 
suffering sever e cesualties on the beaches , struck west
wards along the coast toward Luc- sur- Mer . Even with the 
aid or additional support later in the day , the Commando 
was unable to advnnce beyond the Hermanville • Lion-sur-Mer 
line , leaving a 2i mile gap between it and 48 R.M. Odo . 
(See supra, pnras 154 nnd 285) 

346. 1 s.s. Bde's r oute to 6 Airborne Div ran 
through the line of inland str ongpoints . The brigade 
avoided combat with these where possible and , after over
coming scattered enemy resistance, reached the Benouville 
bridgehead early in the afternoon. 

34?. 185 Brit Int Gp was divided into two 
parts for its dash to Cnen and beyond. One was a mobile 
group (infantry riding on tenks) called 2 K. S.L.I . Gp; 

*In July 1946 this village rechristened itsel~ 
Colleville- de- Montgomery (Scarfe 1 ~ £11, p. 75) . 



- 141 -

the main body (composed of 2 Warwick , 1 Norfolk and 
supporting detachments) we.s to mop up as it followed in 
the wake of the .md:d.l.o column . This brigade was landing 
at 1000 hrs . OwinG to their a.i".Illou-red vehicles being held 
up on the beaches, it was not until some two hours l ater 
that 2 K. S. L. I. Gp begnn 1+.s advance southward along the 
main r oad from Hermanville to Caen. By 1400 hrs this 
groupt · "the hope of the whole division" (Scarfe , .2J2. cit, 
p . 801 , was on the outskirts of Beuville. Three hours 
later, tanks c.nd infnntry of the mobile column were engaging 
the eneoy along the line Periers- Bieville . The main body , 
advancing slowly east of the main axis, had been divided , 
2 Warwick going to the Benouville area from whence it would 
advance on Coen, while 1 Norfolk cnme closer westward to the 
mobile column . Scarcely hnd 1 Norfolk rec.cha~ fl position 
protecting the fl~.nks of the mobile column (at about 1700 
hrs) when the latter was counter - attacked by tanks of the 
21st Panzer Division which had advanced northward from the 
Caen area in the gap between 3 ·Brit Inf Div and 3 Cdn Inf · 
Div. Anticipating such a move , the brigade group ' s tanks, 
S. P. and 6-pdr guns beat off these attacks with heavy loss 
to the enemy . Fear of further attacks , plus increased 
enemy r esistance as the group approached Cuen , lod the 
brigade commander to consolidate his position for the 
evening. One company, which had r anched the Lebisey woods 
(only a few miles from the centre of Caen) was recalled to 
the brigade fortress nrec . 2 Warwick, moving toward Caen 
along the cnnal from the Benouville bridgehead , was also 
halted by superior forces on the outskirts of Blainville. 
The Blainville-Bieville line formed the southernmost line of 
3 Brit Inf Div at the end of D Day. (Overlord ••• , Book I I }.. 

348. 9 Brit Inf Bde (the reserve brigade) landed 
in the early afternoon of D Day. It was engaged in com
paratively little fighting during the day, but suffered 
the loss of its commander after it hcd landed . 

349. The dispositions of 3 Brit Inf Div at the 
end of D Day are shown o.t Appx 'L " . The operntions which 
had been planned for it on D Day were ambitious , a f act 
which stands out oven without the benefit of hindsight . 
It was realized beforehnnd that the enemy would be sensitive 
to any drive on Ca.cm, and that stubborn r esistance coul.d be 
expected (Scarfo , 2.J2 cit , p . 66)0 Thus although the 
division was heaviIY supported to nccooplish its r ol e , 
its success would depend a great deal upon good fortune 
and spe3d . As the former disappeared during the day , the 
latter became a walk rather than the hoped- for race . 

350. (iii) 50th (Northumbrian) Division The 
intention of 50 (N) Div was "to penetrate the beach defs 
between Le Hamel and La. Riviere" and to secure by last 
light on D Day a line which rnn along the high ground 
immediately east of the Drome River southward to the 
Monunirel feature, crossed the Aure River south of Bayeux 
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at Gu'er on , then went along the high ground east of this 
river as far south as La Valler ie , thence almost directly 
east until it cut the Caen- Be.yeux r oad southeast of St . 
Leger (Overlord , D Da.y 6 June 1944, .Q.E. cit , Doak I) . 
"The divisional commander o.lso intended to exploit , with a 
mobile f'orce including armour, to Villers Bocc.ge • •• ," an 
important communications centre some 20 miles i .nlnnd (Ibid) . 
The division was to land on a two brigade front with tWO-- · 
infantry brigades in r eserve. 

351 . During Phase I, the two assault brigades 
(231 Inf Bde Gp right, 69 Inf Bde Gp l eft ) would assault 
through JIG and KING Sectors respectively , ond would 
establish o beachhecd between Le Rrunel and La Rivier1 
(inclusive) some two miles in depth . During Phase II , 69 
Inf Bde Gp would advance southward flanking 3 Cdn Inf Div 
to the Creully-Le Ma.noir line along the River Seulles , 
while 231 Inf Bde Gp would drive west to a line running 
from the coast through Longues to Ryes . Coastal def'ences 
in the ar ea would be taRen from the rear. During this 
phase , 47 R.M. Commando , after lending and assembling in 
231 Inf Bde ' s firm base, would strike out westward to 
capture Port- en- Bessin . Also , the two reserve brigades 
(56 Inf Bde and 151 Inf Bde) would l and and assembl e in the 
nreas of Buhot and Meuvaines - Ver- sur- Mer respectively. 
Du.ring Phase III, the reserve brigades would move south
westwc.rd against Bayeux with 56 Inf Bde right and 151 Inf 

Bd.e left . 69 Inf Bde would continue its advanc e south t o 
a position along the Caen- Eayeux road . During Phase IV, 
231 Inf Bde was to exploit towards Escures where , it was 
hoped , contact would bo made with 16 RCT of 1 U.S . Inf Div . 
56 Inf Bde would capture Eayeux , secure the high gr ound 
beyond the city, and make contact with l U.S. Div along the 
Drome River. 151 Inf' Ede was to advance and secure a line 
running southeas~ard along the eastern bnnk of the Aura / 
River f'rom tho Gueron bridge to Ellon , t hence east t o Conde 
sur Seullas . 69 Inf Bda , continuing south , would roach 
the Cnen- Eayeux r a ilway line between the River Seulles 
and Putot- en- Bessin . The thrust to Villers-Bocnge was to 
be accomplished by 8 .Armd Ede Exploitation Force which, 
after aPsembling in the Martragny- Br6cy area , wouTd drive 
south to its ob jective on the St . Leger - FontenaY1"'le Pesnel 
- Monts axis . It was believed this force would be ready to 
onrry out its task on D plus l . 

352. H Hour for 50 (N) Div was at 0725 hrs . The 
assault brigades ' lo.ndings wer e carried out under circum
sto.nces similar to 3 Cdn nnd 3 Brit Inf' Divs , with the 
exception that in 50 (N) Div , ~ D.~ . tanks were l anded 
dryshod after the infantry were ashore . On the right 231 
Inf Bde Gp met with unexpectedly str ong r esistance (Ib1~, 
p . 135} . In general, as the brigade swung wastward,--:cnose 
forces charged with clearing the areo. nearest the coast made 
slower progress owing to the need to overcome the more 
numerous and well def'ended coastal strongpojnts . Thus the 
Le Hamel strongpoint was not reported clear until 1600 
hrs , although Ryes , several miles south end west of this 
point, was captured by 1625 hrs . The advance of this 
brigade want forwnrd slowly during the r emainder of' the day . 
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At last light, the Arromo.nches- Ln Rosiere line foroed 
the brigade's westernnost boundary , a position app~oximately 
half wo.y to its D J)iy objective at Longues. 

353 . 47 R. M. Cor::nnando , after landing llmiles 
east of Le Hamel at H plus 1 hou1, set out across country 
to capture Port- en- Bassin , the small coastal town on the 
British- American nrmy boundary . By the end of D Day the 
Commando had reached a position a few miles south of their 
objective , where it remained undetected during the night . 
On D plus 2 it had secured its objective at heavy cost . 

354. 69 Inf Ede Gp succeeded in overcoming the 
beach defences in its : sector nnd pushing inland without 
undue difficulty. The Mont Fleury and Ver- sur- Mer positions 
were quick ly overrun, but the La Riviere defences held 
out longe:r- end caused .ci.o.ny casualties. Enrly in the ei"ter
noon the leading eleoents o~ the brigade had crossed the 
River Seulles at Creully. By the end of D Dly , the whcle 
brigade was well acr oss th~ water obstacle and had firmly 
established itself on a line a short distance north of 
Rucqueville- Coulonbs . For his valour during these 
operations , C. S. M. S. E. Hollis , (Green Howards) won the 
Victoria Cross (Clay , 21?. £1:1, p . 244)0 

355 . 56 Inf Ede landed about noon and , ar·ter 
assembling southwest of Buhot, moved off to seize Bayeux. 
The leading battalions r0ached the line Rosiore- Byes about 
1930 hrs . · The two leading mobile columns , followed by the 
main body , made good progress and mot only light opposition . 
By the end of D Duy, the right - hand column had consolidated 
at Vaux sur lU.lre -- about 2500 yards short if its objective. 
No contact with .Aiilericnn forces wns madeo The left- hand 
column , meanwhile , reached St . SUlpice about 2130 hi'~ c.nd 
consolidated on the St . Sulpice fcnturo for the night . 
The main body established itself nt Magny, m!dway between 
and to the rear of the advance bnttalions o 

356. The second roserve brigad~ 151 Inf' Bde , 
landed late in the norning and was assembled on the Meuvni,
os ridge by 1331 hrs . Its axis of advance lay between 56 
Inf' Ede on the right and 69 Inf Ede on the left . At 15 JO hrs 
the advance l?lobile columns of the brigade, each followed 
by a battalion gr oup , started off. The reserve battalion 
followed close behind . The advance was rapid and resistance 
was scattered. By 2000 hrs the right - hand column was on the 
Caen- Bayeux road and had tanks probing into the outskirts 
of Bayeux. The left- hand column reached Esquay- sur-Seulles 
at approximately the same timeo After consolidating its 
position for the night, the brigade ' s southernn.ost line 
ran about three Diles to the west through Esquay- sur- Seulles 
·fron the River Seulles . 

357 . The di$position of 50 (N) Div at the end 
of D Day is shown at Appx ' l l' . Although it had not gained 
all its D Day objectives , the division had made rapid 
progress on a wide front . Buyeux stood almost within 
its grasp, and there was nothing to indicate that on the 
oorrow the city and the high ground beyond wouia not fell 
into its hands . The t hreatening thrust of 50 (N) Div 
towards Bnyeux caused the enemy to react in such n way as 
to favor the hard pressed American forces on OMf.JM. Beach. 
By drawing an enemy regiment toward itself, and away from 
a position where it could counter- attack the weak 
1\.m.erican posit~on on OM.AHA Beach, 50 (N) Div was instruri.ental 
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in r elieving the greatest crisis in the ''NEPTUi1TE" area on 
D Day. (Harrison, £E. cit , pp 320 ff) 

358 . (iv) First Unit ed Sto.t ~.L~t'm~~ Some 
indication of the operations plo.nned by t he First United 
States h:rrn.y has been given above (paras 25- 39) . In brief 

The gener al plan of atto.c~ call ed for a 
simultnneous l anding on t wo noin beachesn The 
VII Corps , with 4th Infnntry Division making the 
assault by seo. and assisted by the 82d Airborne 
Division and the l Olst 10.::".'bo:::;e Division landing 
in the rear of the Germ:tn coo.stu1 defences , was 
to establish a beDr~hend in the nei ghborhood of 
Vo.rreville nonr the s outhern por"tiion of the east 
coo.st of the Cotentin Peninsula .. ~~!- The V Corps, 
with one combat terun of the 29th Infant ry Division 
on the right and one oombat t N.u:i of t he 1st 
In~nntry Division on tne l eft, nll under the 
command of the 1st Division , was to est ablish n 
bouchheo.d on tho northern canst of the Calvados 
near St . Leurent-sur-Mer. :<-:iH~ · 

(First United S-bates .. 'U:mY_ Report of 
QE_erat101~. 20 Oc tober lC/43 - 1 
li.ugust 1944, Book I , 1> ~ 26) 

359. Before outlining the divisional plans and 
oper ations , the geogr aphical problems faci~g First U3 
Army shou:;.d be noted . UTJJI ond OM:AH.A Beaches were some 
18 miles npurt , and .between them were two .mo.in water 
obstacles , the Vire and Douve Rivers and their numerous 
tributaries . Behind ench beach were areas inundated by 
the enemy . The flooded sector behind OMIJIJ~ s tretched along 
the Auro River (roughly parnllol to the orast ) from l J igny 
to Tr6vi~ros , some fivo niles inlnnd f r on i;hc coo.st . 'I'his 
left the eastern sector of OMAHA unnffect edo The situation 
behind the UT .. 'Ul Bench was more serious . I~.medictely inland 
from the bench the eneny had flooded on area f~om qne to 
two miles wide str etching fron FouppevilJ.o ·'-;c Q,uin{;villo . 
Four narrow causeways over this i uundntion urovid od tho 
only oxits fron UTAH bcacho 

*.American military abbre-riati ons will be used whore 
applienblo when r eferring to United States military f ormat i ons . 

?Hf-This was ''UTAH" Bench 1 between Var!'ovillo li.299 'and 
th3 Cnrento.n Estuary 4590 . \Initial Joint P~~n) . 

*~t-*This was "OMAHA" Boach 7 between Viorvil1e- sur·-Mer 
(6491) and Colloville- sur- Mer \ 6888)~ (Init i al Joint 
Plan) 




