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or part of six Divisions , one /~ericnn Division , 
many troops of 21 hrny Group, some 10 , 000 nen 
working under Hf\Ilts and Dorset District and a 
huge quentity of smu11· inits , HQ and installctions , 
net to oention US big and small units (!~eluding 
colored ones ) and t he Roynl Navy and crews of 
very nnny smo..11 craft plus a big civil population . 

(W. D., Se D. & G. Highrs , May 1944: 
Appx 8 ..!. "Memo , HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div to 
9 Cdn m f Bde (Adv )" dnt ed 23 
Apr 44) 

The Canadian War Correspondent 1 Ross Munro; gives another 
account of the congestion of Allied troops on the southern 
coast of England! 

It was one of the nost populated arees in all 
Britain, j runmed with British, Canedicn and 
Jinericnn troops . Soldiers were bivouacked in 
every field for miles around certain ports . 
There were thousands o~ tents in groves c.nd on 
fc.rl!l.S . Vehicles ond masses of tanks with Bren 
carriers , armoured cars and guns were parked 
e.long the hi ghways and networ·~ of country roads . 

•••••••••••••• 

The poor civilinn in those areas was t he 
pers ~n to pity. Even if his house hed not been 
requisitioned , he would have tonks in his beck 
yard , armoured c .:--.rs on the l awn in front and 
probably a couple of jeeps parked in the garoge 
with a ' duck ' in the laneway. 

(The Montrecl Daily Star, 6 Jun 44) 

201. While the Canadians were thus ccncentr eted, 
distinguished visitors inspected 3 Cdn Inf Div. These 
DVs included His Mnjesty King George VI ( 25 Apr) , nnd 
Generl.".l Eisenhower ( 13 Mey) . Im amusing sideli ght on the 
feeling of the troops at the succession of visits , both 
officicl and unofficial , is supplied by the War Diary of 
H. Q,. R. C. i".: 

We are starting t o reel like birds in a 
cRge . Everyone seems to want to look at us . 

(W. D., H. Q,. R.C.A., 3 Cdn Inf Div, 
19 Mfly 44) 

202. Detciled plans had been drawn up months 
befor ehand to enable unit commanding officers of the 
assaulting forces to follow a set cours e of procedure 
designed to guide the t roops from t heir c c.m.ps in England 
to the shores of Frcnce with a me.xi.mum of ad.ministr 1tive 
effici ~ncy . Two of the printed administrative orde1a 
issued to units exemplifying the ~bove were Preparatory 
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Administrative Orders , Part I and Po.rt II , issued by 21 
1~ Gp on 28 Mar nnd 22 Apr r espectively. - ((HS) 23203 . 
( D2) : luim Order s - 3 Cdn Inf Div) Po.rt I covered 

( i ) Preparations to be carried out by units 
before leaving normal locations 

(ii) Moves to and certain cction to be tuken on 
arrival in Concentration Arens . 

Part II covered "the preparctions to be carried out by 
units in Concentration Mnrshalling and »nbarkntion Areas" 
(Ibid) . l.n excellent lden of the working of the "snusnge 
machi ne" (infra, para 207) may bo hnd by rending Part 
II of the Orders . 

203 . The May war diaries of nll the assaulting 
f ormations reflect the great notivi ty during that month in 
preper~tion for D Day. Except for special 24- hr passes , 
or for duties in connection with their training, all troops 
wer e confined to ccmp. New operntionnl equipment , v~rying 
from J.nti- Vcpour battledress nnd assnult helmets to light 
( "James" ) motorcycles and heavy tanks , was issued. At the 
same time , units and men were stripped of all surplus gear , 
such as training vehicles nnd kit- bags , not on assault 
sc~les~ ' Residue ' transport and personnel left t~e 
battalions ; inoculation parades were held ; rifles , Brans 
and heavier weapons wer e zeroed ; canteen acco~mts wer e 
closed out ; vehi cl e water-proofing kits were received and 
some water- proofing commenced ; and practice l oadi ng of 
nssnult- scale company and personnel equipcent on vehicles 
we s carried out . One unit made "a survey of o.ll French 
speaking personnel in the Battalion" thinking it possible 

"thct if we carry out c.n operation they will be or great 
hel !1• (W. D., Nth N. S . Highrs , 10 May · 44). l>.. rogimenta1 
historio.Ii , writing what was doubtless typical of all such 
officers , states that during Mey "the .adjutant ••• was in 
his office until close to midnight every dny of the month 
•••• Work continued seven days n week ••• " (Ross , 2E. £..!!, 
p . 22 ). 

204. On 15 May commander s , commanding of ficers 
o.nd staff officer s were briefed* by the G. o .c. at divisional 

*"The term ' Briefing' implies t he issue of or der s and 
instrc.ctions to units and individuals for the implementation 
of the plan in the theatre of operctions " (Second Army 
O. O. No . 1) . 

\ 
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headquarters in Crnnbury House, Ha.m.pshire (W.D ., H. Q,. 
R. C .A., 3 Cdn Inf Div , 15._ May) . This wns followed a week 
l ater by similar briefings held at brigade headquarters 
for nll unit and ·serial commanders in the respective 
brigades (W. Ds. , H.~ ., 7• 8 and 9 Cdn Inf Bdes, May 1944)0 
But for the great majority of the division the plan , down 
to its most minute detail , existed in n vacuum divorced 
from identifiable localitiesft One doubt.ing diarist wrote : 
"Preparations are pretty well comp1:ete for the coming 
waterborne scheme called "OVERLORD" . This 3cheme promises 
yo be very renlisticrl (W. D. , 1) Cdn Fd Regt, 24 May 44 )• · 
Briefing of sub- unit personnel was done from "bogus " maps ; 
i . e ., maps with false place nrunes and co-ordinates. Caen t 
for' example , was known as "Polnn.dff ' Courseulles as "Alba", 
and so on . (See 7 Cdn Inf Bde OiO~ Noo 1) Bogus map 
sheets of 1 : 25 , 000 scale were issued , complete with tinted 
contours and an overprint of enemy defences; certain 
battalion operation orders even went ~o f nr as to make use 
only o~ false nam.eso (Cf . for example • W. D. , S . Do & G. 
Highrs; May 1944: Appx ? t S . D. & G~ Highrs O.O. No o 1 , 
26 May , and bogus maps) 

205 . On 26 May o.11 comps were see.led so tha t no 
one could "get in or out of the wire without o. I Oss from 
the Camp Commandant countersigned by the Camp Security 
Officer" (W. D., 14 Cdn Fd Regt, 26 May 44) . Even the 
civilians "within the camp area had to stay put . They 

WJere fed army rations" (Ross, £l2 cit, p . 37). On that day 
all officers ot the units and sub=-uiiits were briefed on the 
COfiling operation. Security measures surrounding the 
briefing of both officers and raen were thorough o (Cf 
W. D., H. ~. 7 Cdn Inf Bde G~ (Adv) , May 1944: Appx 15, 
''Instructions for Briefing" J Briefing rooms (e ither in 
tents or huts) contained wall maps , aerial photographs , 
plaster and sand mccliels of the area to be assaulted , etc . 
As one diarist described the process : "The exercise was 
reviewed in its entirety on pogus maps~ Nobody left the 
room without a compiliete understanding of the plano Through
out the day the briefing room was guardedo Two officers · 
remained in the room day and night 9' ( W ~ D$ , 14 Cdn Fd Re gt , 
27 May 44) . From 27 May until the end of the month the 
men were briefed at platoon and associate l evels . "Model 
rooJils are being used 24 hrs :per day, vt wrote one officer 
(W. D., Regina Rif, 27 May 44 )o At the same t ime , last 
minute administrative instruct i ons were being carried 
out . Vehicles were being vm.tcrpr0o~od_ 0..'1d l oaded f or their 
final move ; the men wer e issued with 200 francs as an 
emergency measure, muster parades were bei ng held and units 
were broken into serials preparatory to moving off to 
camps in the Marshalling lu-easo 

206. For the infantry , t he nove.ment of serials 
to these camps began on 30 Mayo ( .il:r!noured squadrons had 
started to move into their narshalling positions as early 
as 15 May (W.D. , 27 Cdn Arnd Regt, 15 May 44 ) ) The control 
of movement from Concentrat ion J,.reas to Marshalling ilreas, 
then from Marshalling Ar eas to Enbarkation Ar eas and through 

1 
i 
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these to Embarkation Points , was exercised by the Movement 
Control/Transportation Corps or ganization of Southern Command 
( ( HS1 969. ( D21 ) : Op "OVERLORD'~ , GHQ, Home Fore es Op Instr 
No . 43 dated 15 Feb 44; see e.lso W. D., H. Q,. , 8 Odn Inf Bde 
MD.y 1944: Appx 10, Op "OVERLORD" , 8 Cdn Inf Bde• Admin 
Order No. 7) . The "siting , coopos i t i on , staffing and 
works servic es of Marshalling J~ees end Embarkation Areas" 
wns the responsibility of tho G.O. C. - in- C. Southern Command 
(GHQ, Home Forces Op Instr No. 43, 2E. citJ. A13 the serials 
bego.n to move into the Mnrsh~lling .A.reas , even the most 
skepticnl f elt thnt this ·wns not just a ' realistic ' 
exercise . "At long lust, n wrote one diarist , " this looks 
like the r ee.l thing" {W.D . ~ Ra Wpg Rif,Jl May 44) . 

20710 Once in the 1'3eusnge nnchine" - a term 
connonly used to describe tha ' assembly line ' or .aass 
productive nethods enployed in the Mnrshalling Areas -- t he 
men were presented with nore of the parapher nalia of assault: 
lifebelts , see- sickness tablets and oven vomit bags , (the 
last a seeming nspersion of the efficacy of the tablets) . 
Du.ring their shor\; stny at "':hesc ccnp!:! , the men wer e fed on 
the ' hotel systen ' ; Loading for thb infantry wos started 
al.cost il!lmedint ely, at South0.I!lpton and Stokes Bny, and by 
3 Jun most of the assaultirg t r oops wer e on board their 
cm~ , where they ~~ once rel~xed4 

208. The l oading of the arnour ed elements taking 
part in the assault had started so~ewhat earlier. 'lWo 
regimenta l histories giYe n g'l'.'aphic picture of the scene 
on the docks during this period: 

On the docks ther1Selves everything was 
turmoil . To a cnsual observer it would pr obably 
have appeared as a hopeless muddle . Roar of tanks 
filled the air and vehicl ss shuttled backwD..rds 
and forwards. Men ran about shouting and weving 
their nr.as , trying to :mnke theoselves heard above 
the beat of the ootors~ But in spite of outward 
appeare.nces, embarkation wcs occooplished quickly 
and with a maximum of efficiency. 

{l2.....Q9£11!,.d i an_Arm.y Field Regiment , 
f:Jl'-2 Reg.1:9_ontal Histor y , September 
1941- July 1945, Po 2J ) 

Another historian continues: 

Months of training had mode the dr ivers so 
proficient that there was little or no contusion 
nt the docks or ynr~so Vehicles loading into 
Landing Ships , Tank~ h~d to bnck up into a steep 
r amp into the shi p end fro~ there up another 
r amp onto the li~ . From her e they were hoisted 
up to the .Gl£l.in deck wher e they hnd t o back over 
innum.er able !!lEUlhole covers to their allott ed 
position according to the l oading pl an . Every
thing was then chained securely to the deck. 
fi.S soon as a ship wns loaded it noved out to its 
anchor stction ~n the Solent or Southampton 
Water . 
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Every L. S. T• curried at lea.st one borrnge 
bnlloon. Greo.t f l outing hulks , which later 
turned out t o be po.rts of the famous "Mulberry" 
dock , were in evidence but meant nothing to us 
ut the time • Destroyers t mine sweepers and 
M. H. Bs . [ M,T.Bs . ?] swept through th~ long lines 
of anchored cruft . Church!J.11 rode by in o. lnunch 
giving hl s famous "V'* se.luto . His progress 
could be followed by the cheers of the men as 
ho passed ea.ch ship. Fighter ai~oraft rode 
unceo.sing herd in the sky. 

{Ross , .2.12. cit , p . 37) 

209 . By the time the troops o.nd vehicles were 
loaded , much of the tension felt prior to embarkation wns 
gone . This is pnrtly to be explained by the cheer f'ul 
hospitality of the ships ' crews with whom u spirit of 
close co.mrQdeship hcd been developed during months of 
tro.ining . More important, however, wi;;.s the knowledge that 
this wcs nt lo.st the very threshold of action. A tribut e 
to the Cruio.dians ct this moment wns po.id by Commodore 
G. N. Oliver , C. !J., D.s.o., commanding Force "J", in these 
words: 

During emburk~tion and prior to sailing the 
h~gh spirits of the soldiers of ~he 3rd Canadian 
Inf:-i.ntry Di vision we.re outstnnding; their en
thusiasm inf'used itself throughout the Force . 

{Report by Naval Commander, 
Force "J") 

210. The rifle companies of the battalions of 
7 o.nd 8 Cdn Inf Bdes were embnrked in 15 L. S . I ., each with 

its complement of L. C. il. at the davits . Two companies of 
reserve bnttnlions found themselves quartered in Ctr1adien 
ships : · ttA" Com1aroy of R. de Chnud in H. M.C. s . Prince 
Dnvid ; and "B" Company of 1 c. Scot R. in H.M.C. S. Prince 
Renq , both L. S. I •. {D1i . ) • For this reason the l r.\tter sub- 
unit was nccounted by the rest of its battalion as "the 
luckiest of the serin.ls " (W . Ds ., R. de Chaud and 1 C. 
Scot R., 2 Jun 44) Hendqunrters of the four ussaulting 
buttulions were established in L.C. H. (3 Cdn Inf Div 
o.o. No . 1) . The rifle companies of the reserve brigade 
were , on the other hnnd , boarded on ten L. C. I . {L.) of the 
262nd Flotilla. , R. C. N. ({ HS) 122. 013(Dl): R. C.N ' s . Part in 
t he Invasion. Nurrativo by R.C.N. Histor.icnl Section). 
These later era~ would in time beach themselves, since 
they were not to participate in the assault phase . For
mation. and unit priority vehicles , i.e., those essential 
to the conduct of the battle ashore, were loaded in L.C. T. 
The first of these were to disembar k nt H plus 80 minutes. 
(3 Cdn Inf Div 0.0. No . 1) 

211. Throughout the force certain lnrger vessels 
were specio.lly fitted out o.s headquarters , both navnl nnd 
military. Chief nm.ong these was H.M.S . "Hilary, the flo.g 
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ship of the Commodore co!l!D.nnding Force "J". She carried 
also H. Q,. 3 Cdn Inf Div (reduced) and the Commander , 1 
Brit Cor.ps and his staff. It will be recnlled that 'Hilary· 
had served as headquarters ship to 1 Odn Inf Div in the 
Sicilian operation (Cf O.M. H.~. Report Noa 126)0 Each 
brigade commander and his nnvnl equivalent , tho Senior 
Officer Assault Group (S.O.A.G. ) , were uccoI!ll!lodated in on 
Assault Group Hee.dquarters Ship -- the frigate H.M. S. 

Iawf ord for 7 Cdn Inf Bde ( J .1 ) , and L ... M. S. Wnyeney 
for 8 Cdn Inf Bde (J.2). H. Q,. 9 Cdn Inf Bde (J.3) wns set 
up in L. S. I. (H), H.M. S. Rqyo.l Ulsterno.n 19 Alternate 
headquarters ships (stand- by ships ) were named as a pre
cautione.ry mensure . In the effent of Hilary being put 
out of action , for example , command wns to be exercised 
from Royal Ulstermrui . (J Odn Inf Div o.o. No . 1) 

212~ The two assault regiments of 2 Cdn .Armd 
Bde - 6 and 10 Cdn l~md Regts - were borne mostly in L.C . T. 
27 Cdn Armd Regt was curried in L.C. T. and L.S . T. Brigade 
Headqunrters was split for the passage , en.ch portion 
travelling ·on L. S. T. (2 Cdn Armd Bde Report on Operation 
"OVERLORD",; 2J? ~it) 

213. A word here as to loading and assembling 
generally muy help to clarify the movements of the invasion 
fleets . All along the Southern English coo.st , in the · 
order corresponding to their objectives across the Channel, 
the assault forces were prepnring to sail . From West to 
East , these lo~ding points were : 

Force ''U" : Torquay, Brixham, Dartmouth , Plymouth 
East 

Force "0" : Portland and Weymouth 

Force ti'"" . Southur.ipton ;( . 
Force "J" : Southilllpton c.nd Portsmouth 

Force "S" : Portsnouth: Newhnven , Shorehnrn. 

The follow- up forces were embarked on the flanks of this 
huge · area -- those of Force ttB" at Falmouth and Plymouth 
West , and those of Force "L" at Tilbury and Felixstowe . 
The first build- up forces were to be loaded and assembled 
in the Bristol Channel nnd the Tho.mes a "MULBERRY" concrete 
units were collected in anchorages clear of the other 
forces on the South coast . Most of the heavy units of the 
bombarding forces were assembled o.t ports on the west const 
{Source quoted in C''<''M. H.Q. Report"No . 147 as Operation 
''NEPI'UNE", Naval Operation Orders, Part 4)o Routes to be 
followed by all outward- bound groups , convoys and other 
units from D minus 1 to D plus J are clearly illustrated 
by the series of nMickey Mouse Dia.grams " in Navel Orders 
('Ibid, J!'lart 20) • 
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(b) The Selecti on of D Do.y 

214. The pr oblem of selecting a D Day and H Hour 
that would satisfy the conflicting de.cands of the three 
s ervices, together with ~he attention it received .from the 
Al.lied Commander s , is dealt with in A. H. Q,. Report No . 42 
(see 53ction enti tled "Considerations of Timing & Weather) . 
The same source (paras 405 ff) gives Eisenhower' s r eason 
for requesting, in Jnnuo.ry, the target date for D Day 
to be postponeq from 1 May 44 (the origina.l COSSi~ D Day) 
to 31 Mny . Later , on 17 Mny, 5 Jun was set "as the ' final ' 
date f or the assault , subject of course , to last minute 
revision if the weather should pr ove unfavorable" (Report 
bf the Suprene Commander ••• ,__Q,ll cit , p . 5) . General 
E serihower expl a iris his sel ecllOn""Of 5 Jun as follows : 

The selection of this date was based pr imc.rily 
on tidal and light conditions . It was necessary 
that the tide be suffic i ently low to enable the 
ini tial assault elements to lnnd and prepar e 
l anes through the heavy obstacles which were 
above water onl y at or near a low tide . Also, 
this tidal condition hcd to coincide with a 
period of su.fficient light to pernit visual 
bombing by o.ircra~ of the beach defences and 
bombardment by the navr-1 vessels . The dntes of 
5, 6 and 7 June wer e all acceptable on this 
basis , but eny postponement beyond these dates 
would have necessit ated waiting unt il 19 Jun for 
a. similar favorabl e t ida l period . This l ater 
date would have necessistated the acceptance of 
moonless conditions . 

215. The possible ef'fects of postponement are 
not dealt with i n General Eisenhower ' s Repor t , but t h e 
grave problems nrising f r om such an acti on -- and ulti.mntely 
the decision was his -- are fully revealed in his book: 

If none of the three days should prove 
sntisfnctory fro.m. the standpoint of weather, con
sequences would ensue that were almost t errifying 
to contemplate. Secrecy would be lost . Assault 
t r oops would be unload~d and crowded back into 
assembly areal a:iclose.d. in barbed wire , where 
their original places would already have been 
taken by those to follow in subsequent waves . 
Complicated movement tables would be scr~pped . 
Mor a l e would drop.. A wnit of nt least f ourteen 
dnys , possibly twenty- eight , would b ~ necessary 
a sort of suspended nnimc.tion involving more 
than 2,000, 000 menl The good-weather available 
for mlljor campaigning would become still shorter 
and the enemy ' s defences would become stil l 
strongerl 

( Eisenhower, Crus nde in Europe , 
p . 239) 
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216 . The 9erfect summer weather during May which 
had worked i n f &vor of the Air Forces completing their 
pre- inva sion bombing crune to a n end during t he first 
week of June. During this time, Generul Eisenhower held 
bi-weekly meetings \'Jith the tri-service Meteorological 
Committee , headed by Group Captain J .M. Stagg, R.A .F . 
(Ibid , p . 249 ; see also 1.lilmot, QI2. ill_, pp 221 ff for 
an excellent description of these meetings). From 1 Jun 
onwards tho Supreme Commander held daily conferences with 
his coJilr.1£.Ilders at his Advanced He~dquarters ut Portsmouth 
to consider the weather situation . (Cc.pt H.C • .Butcher, 
My Three Years With Eisenhower (NeVI York , 1946 ) , p. .54 5) 
These conferences , asi de from General Eisonhower, included 
the Deputy Supreme Commander, Air Chief Marshal Sir A.W. 
Tedder, General Eisen.hewer's Chief of Staff , Lieutenant 
General W. B· Smith, Admiral Sir Bertram Ramsay, Rear-Admiral 
G.E . Creasy , General Sir Bernard L. Montgomery , Major General 
de Guingand , Air Chief Mo.rsh~l 3ir Trnfford Leigh-Mallory , 
Air Vic o Mo.rshal H. E · P. Wigglesworth and the Heads of the 
Naval , Army o..nd Ai r Meteorological Services (Leigh-Mallory , 
2l?. cit , p . .55) . 

21? . The evening conference on 3 Jun: took place 
at 21 ·)0 hrs eind lasted until after midnight, The decision 
on D Duy was postponed by General Eisenhower "until the 
met eorological staff s could collect luter reports" (Ibid) . 
Nevertheless , it \ms decided "to allow the movements of 
the Forces to commence , despite the unfavorable outlook 
in view of the .me.ny o.dvant ages in l aunching tho operation 
011 the first possible day" (Ramsay , 2J?. cit, p . 5114). 

218. Tho next conference took place at 0400 
hrs on 4 Jun "and in the light of weather forecasts then 
available •.• [the Supremo Commander ] decided to postpone the 
time of tho asso.ult for 24 hours primarily on the ground 
that the air forces would be unable to provide adequate 
support for tho crossing and assault operati0ns , and 
could not undertake the airborne tasks" (Leigh-Mallory , 
2l?. cit, p . .5.5). Yet by this time , "ell of Fcrce 'U ' from 
Devonshire and ~ proportion of Force '0 ' from Portland 
wore eit sea , e nd ships nnd craft had to rever se t heir 
course and return to harbour" (Rrunso.y , QR cit , p . 5114). 
No further decision was t uken c.t the evening conference 
on 4 Jun. 

219 . The final conference was held during the 
eeirly hours of 5 Jun. At that time the i.llied commanders 
were told by Group Ca9ts.in Stagg that '' by the following 
morning ~ period or rolctively good weQther, herotof~ro 
complet ely unexpected , would ensue, lasting proba bly 
thirty-six hours" (Eisenhower , Crusade in Europe , p . 249) . 
Although this wa s predicted as u calm spell in the midst 
of gener~lly poor weather, General Eisenhower, after hec ring 
t ho opinion of his commanders, 11 quickly announced the decision 
to go ~head with the attack on June 6. The time was then 
4 : 15 c . rn.., June .5 11 (Ibid). 
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(c) D Minus One 

220 . The final executive order to sail wes re-
ceived by Force "J" at 0445 hrs on 5 Jun (Se12ort by 
Naval Commander , Force "J " ) . D1ring t he day, viliich it was 
now possi ble t o describe as D minus 1, ~ealed parcels of maps 
were br oken open and final br iefi ng began ~ Bcf;us 
names and co- ordinates were exchanged for genuine ones . 
Tr oops spent their r emaining tiae cleaning weapons and 
pril!ling grenades . Then , following the custonary pr ocedure 
on such occasions , nessages were rend to the troops from 
the Sur-reme Comnander , fron General Montgonery o.nd f r o11 
General Crer o.r . 

221 . The Canadian ~my Cornnander ' s words made 
pertinent refercrco to the operation which Qt this noment 
inevitably crone toths .!:.inCc. ::>.' t ·c ~ .~'.l: '.... _. 'k _ ..... t he 
Dieppe rai d . His message closed with a signi~icnnt 
prophecy. 

It is not possible for me to 3peak to each one 
of you , but by means of this personal message, 
·r want all ranks of the Canadian Lrn~r to know 
what is in my nind , cs the hour app=oaches when 
we go forwnrd into bc.ttle . 

I hcve conplete confidence in our cbility to 
meet the tests which lie ~head . We are excellently 
t r ained nnd equipped . The quality of both eenior 
and juni or leadership is of the highest. J.s 
Cana.diuns , we inherit nilitary chara.cteristics 
which were feared by the eneny in the lrrst Great 
Wo.r . They will bo still more fenred before Ji.; his 
\7ar t erninntes . 

The Canadian fornntions in the assault landing 
will hove n vital pa.rt to play" Tho plans , the 
prepnrntions , the nethods and the technique , which 
will be employed , r.re based on bc-11:0dge and 
experience, bought c.nd pai1 fer ~Y 2 Cc.n~dinn 
Division nt Dieppe . The co!ltribntion of that 
hazardous operntion cv.nnot be ovcr- eeti.mnteu . It 
wil l prove to have been the esscntinl prelude 
to our forthcoming and final successo 

We enter into this decisive phase of the war 
with full faith in our cause , ·nit!l co.ln confidence 
in our ~bilities end with grin detcrninction 
to f'inish quic:-:ly end un.mista.ko.bly this job we 
came overseas to do. 

As i n 1918 , the Co.nndio.ns, in Italy und in 
North West Europe, wi ll hit the enemy again and 
again , until at some not distant tine , the converg
ing 1Ulied .ll.rnies link together a2d we will be re
joined , in Victory , with our conrades or l Cana
dian Corps . 

(H. D. G. Crorar) Lt- Cen 

(W.D. , HoQ& 9 Cdn !nf Bde, 
June 1944: Apr..z 1) 
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222,. The troops , accusto.ci.ed as they were to t he 
sight of a .multitude of vessels , were nevert heless as
tonished at the .endless expanse of ships , each with its 
nodding silver -"''l.lloon, and much comfort was drawn from 
this f'ormidable array. AB one diarist observed, "the 
concentration of shipping in Southampton and the Solent 
has to be seen to be believed" (W. D., H. Q,. 7 Cdn Int' • · 
Ede, 3 Jun 44) . Yet this ooncentratio~ ~epresented but two 
fifths of the assault fore es (Fore es n,n. 11 and "J") • 

223. One il!lportant factor gave additional cause 
for cheerfulness . The Iuftwaf'fe had 1'ailed to appear , 
either during the loading period , or uven now when the 
vulnerable forces l ay assembled and randy to s oil. It wn.e 
evident that the crippling of the Geman Air Force had been 
no idle boast , but w~$ an i ndisputable fact . 

224. Early in the afternoon, tho convoys 
commenced to weigh anchor and slip out of their harbours 
towards Spithead Gat e . .Among the first was Royal Ulster
man and her attendant L.C.I. {L.). The departure has been 
CTe'Scribed by a diarist : 

••• There were no bands or cheering crowds to 
give us a send off on the biggest milito.ry 
0peration in history. A few dock workers 
silently w~ved good- bye . Friends called fo:re
well and bon voyage from one craft to another . 
A few craft blew their whistles and up on the 
bridge Sagan the pi per played ' The Road to the 
Isles' . The 9th ' Highland ' Ede was on its way • 

••• There were craft of every t7t>e imaginable . 
There were blunt nosed LCTs butting their way 
Cll.ong, small LCis riding the crests like corks , 
big channel pnckets with their LCJ\.s lashed to 
their sides and proud cruisers running hither 
and yon in search of an enemy who would dare to 
poke his heQd out of the water . In the distn.nce 
big ' battle wagons ' lent an air of confidence and 
security to the scene . 

(W.D., H. L. I . of c~, 5 Jun 44) 

225,. It was evening when the L.S. I . of the 
assaulting brigades sniled. Because of their superior 
speed , they were permitted to leave l ater than tho slower 
L.C.T., which had sailed in mid- afternoon and would be 
overtaken in the approach channels . The L. S. I . groups 
were each formed into two divisions escorted by destroyers . 
Parallel , in line ahead, they pr oceeded along the swept 
apprcaoh channels 7 and 8 , which were mnrked at intervals 
by tossing buoys . (R.C.N' s Part in the InvasionJ By 
evening H. M.S . Hilary was iilso under way; she was t~ be 
escorted during the sea passuge by H.M.C.S. Algonquin. 

226 . Conditions in the Channel were not such as 
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to inspire confidence . The sky was overcast , the wind 
blew in strong gusts , and wuves of ti ve to six feet gave 
landing cr aft a r ough passage . The ponder ous L. S. T. foll ow
i ng the assault groups rolled heavi l y in t he seas , their 
loads of vehicles strai ning at the chains which anchored 
them to the decks . Many nen , even naval personnel , were 
ill, and sea- sickness pi lls provided little relief. To 
those who wer e not so affected , i t seemed incredi~1e that 
t he oper ation could take pl ace . Yet the meteor ol ogical 
for ecast had reveGl.ed impr oved conditions for the ear ly 
hours of 6 Jun . On the.t basis , "OVERLORD" we.s to commence. 
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D DAY 

(a ) The Bombar dment 

227. (i) The /J.r For ce Since"air superiority 
was the pr incipal prerequi s i te for the successful assault 
of Eu.rope from the West" (Leigh-Mallory , ~cit , p. 41 ; 
see also Air Vi ce-Marshal E. J . Kingston- MCC"loughry, 
War in Three Dinens ions ( London , 1949) , p . 85) , end since 
bomber aircraft and airborne troops were employed in gr eat 
number s prior to H Hour , a suamory of the Air Forces' 
"prel iminary" and "preparatory" activities , as wel l as 
their D Duy oper ations during the initial assault , will be 
given et this point . I ndeed , the air activity which now 
r eached its cumul ative poak in suppor t of "NEPTUNE" ho.d 
a direct effect on the success or failure of the assault 
t r oops appr oachi ng the shor es of Normnndy under the cover 
of darkness . 

228. The aims of Operation "POINTBLANK", the 
Allied strategic operation in the air , had met with consider
able ,-· · but not complete, success . (Supra , para 41) The 
effectiveness of the G. A. F. fighter forces , as well es the 
war potential of Germany, hod boen reduced by the constant 
day and night hammeri ng of the oneoy ' s cities and factories, 
supply bases and power sites , by light , medium and heavy 
bombers .* However , the German will to continu'<' the struggle 
had not noticeabl y weakened , Ctlthough Germany ' s gr eat 
of fensive potent ial ities had wither ed with each successive 
strike of Allied bombers deep inside "Festung Eur opatt. 

229. In April 1944, when emphasis shifted fron 
str ategical to tactical considerations , the Allied Air 
Forces ' operntions against the enemy were even more directly 
concerned with the assault . Strctegic bombing , hitherto 
"under the direction of the British Chief of Staff acting 
as a r epresentative of the Combined Chiefs of Staff" was 
now dir ected by the Deputy Supreme Commander , Air Chief 
Mar shal Sir i:LTthur w. Tedder, who coordinated the oper ations 
of both strategic and tncticnl air forces so as to best 
ensure· the successtul conplot i on of the Overall Air Plan 
(Leigh- Mallory , 2.E. cit , p . 38 ; seo also suprn , para 42) . 

230 . The chief object of this plan, air 

*"In t he six weeks llml.ediately prior to D Day , ••• the 
enemy flew only 125 reconnaissance sorties in the Channel 
area and 4 sortiGs ovor the Thames Estuary and the east 
coast.. Very few of these sorties approached land , most of 
them being fleeting appearances in mid- Chflil.nel . Our fighters 
r ar el y got even a glimpse of these enemy aircrRft , which 
could have seen ver y little and only could have taken baclc , 
ther efor e , infornation of very s~il value • ••• " (Leigh
Mallor y , .2.:E,_£it , p . 53{ see nlso W/Cdr . Ash~~ Lee , The Germ.an 
Air For ce {London , 1946J pp 152 ff ; and .llir Chief Marshal 
Sir Norman Bottomley , "The Str ategic Bomber Offensive 
Against Germany" , R.U.S. I . J6urnal, May 1943, p. 228) 
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supario~ty, had been won well before D Day.* Another 
nain objective of the Overall Air Plan "was to produce 
a lasting tlnd general dislocation of the railway system.in 
use by the enemy" (Ibid , , p . 40) . Complementary to this 
wes a further objectI'Ve covering the destruction of r oad 
·and r a ilway bridges . Air operations designed to 
complete this task had been going on months before 
D Day and had intensified as D Day approached . As 

. the weight of bombs dropped on tronsporation targets 
increns ed , so too was the overall a r ea of oper ations con
tracted so as to seal off the invas ion area . An i doe of the 
effor t and effects of these strikes against the enemy 's 
trruisportation may be i.moginod from tne following extr act : 

... . .. 
On •.• 21st i:r.y , 504 Thunderbolts , 233 

Spitfires , 16 Ty:hoons r-.nd 10 Te.'"'.llJests of n. .E .... . F. 
o)cr~tod t hr oughout tho dcy , cl~i.u.ing 67 l ococo
tives dostroyod , ~l l '"'co .. ..otivos dC-J:Cgod :::nd six 
l ococotives st~J1Gd· Eleven other l oco:.:otivcs 
wer EJ c.tt=:-.ckod \11th unknown r esults c.nd nunerous 
tr .. it:s were c.tt r-.c 'rnd "'.nd d=-:..;:'.ge inflicted on 
trucks, c~rri~ge s , oil wcgons , ate . 

On this samo cloy, United States Eighth 1.J.r 
Fo~ce Fighter Comnnnd sent out 131 Lightnings , 
135 Thunderbolts and 287 Mustangs against similar 
t argets in Gero.any . Th'3y cl.aimed 91 locomotives 
destr oyed and 134 loco~otives damaged . In addition , 
one locomotive tender , six goods wagons and thrse 
box cars were destr oyed , whilst seven goods 
wagons , sovan trains, throe r ail co.rs ~ f-0ur box 
cars and thirteen trucks were damaged , and 
sixteen trains set on fire . 

(Leigh- Mall ory , 2J! ..£11, p . 45) 

231. Attacks against railway centres , marshalling 
yo.rds , r epair depots , signals and ancillary services, 
railroad junctions , etc ., added ns .nuch to the eneny ' s 
transportatic..n and c ol:lDlunication pnralysis on D Day as did 
the air attacks against r oad and railr oad bridges and 
tunnels . ** All such attacks not only contributed to deny 
the enemy f r eedon of .movement , but also caused him to 
draw mor e hecvily on his precious supplies of oil and 
rubber. The attacks on the bridges , which had started in 
April, r eached "o. orescendo of effort over n period of 
about ten days prior to D Day" (Leigh- Mallory, .Q.E. cit, 
p . 46) . So successful was this ef~ort that ~ 

*Between 1 Nov 43 and l ilpr 44 , enemy single- engine 
fighter product i on wcs plc.nned to total 7065 aircraft . 
Owing to~Alliod bonbing r esults , only 2950 of these air craft 
were produced (Leigh- Mallor y , .Q.E. cit , p . 42) . Between 15 
Nov 4-3 and 5 J un 44 , Allied airoen and A.A. gunaers accounted 
for 6238 aircr aft destr vyed , 1060 probably destroyed and 
2551 ~aged (Ibid) . These figures do not eccount for those 
circrri.ft destr oyed on tho ground . 

~Hf.Seo Lord Tedder , l\.i.r Power in War (London, 1948) , 
pp 108 ff, for further olo.borati on on air str ikes age.inst 
the enecy ' s transportation system . Al.so s ee Lir Marshal 
Sir Robert H.M.S. So.undby, "Air Attacks on Comcrunicntions ," 
R.U.S. I . Journal, Novomber 1945 , for an excell ent account 
on this subject . 
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By 6 June , 1944, twelve railway and twelve 
road bridges over the Seine were impassable ; 
three bridges at Liege , end bridges at Conflnns , 
Hnssel t , Her enthals , Hirson, Konz- Herthnus , 
Nomur, Suumur , Tours and Vulenciennes , were down . 
Altogether, 118 bridges were affected , in 
addition to a few other s not scheduled as 
targets, but chosen by aircrews as targets 
of opportunity. 

(Macmill an , £E. Oi t , p . 147 ) 

232. Important features in the OVer~ll Air Pl an 
wer e air attacks aga inst enemy constal defences , oilitary 
facilities , communications , Radar stations and enemy air
fields . Regar ding the latter , air operations wer e carr ied 
out to destroy enemy airf ield b~ses ''within 1 30 miles r adius 
of t he assault nr ea" so us to dr ive G • .A. F . fighter for ces as 
fo.r f r om the battle area as were ll..llied fightef bases 
(Leigh- Mal lor y , Ql2_ cit , p . 41) . "Attacks on forty main 
enamy operationar r i el ds begnn on ll :t.W.y 44 . Fii'ty- nine 
other opor ationa:I. bomber bases ••• within range of the 
assault o.rea and por ts of embcrkation in the United Kingdon 
wer e also selected for attack, as oppor tuni ty per mitted ••• " 
{Ibid, p . 50 ). By D Day f cur airfields were completel y 
destr oyed and fifteen sever el y da.m.~ged . To quote a 
German source : 

The systematic destruction of the ground 
orgnnimt i on of the Luftwaffe , especial l y of 
the fight er air fields , was very effect ive just 
befor e and during tho start of the invesion . 

( (HS) 981 . 0l3{DJ2) : "The 
Normendy Invnsion -- June , 
1944" , A Study Prepared by 
the German Air Histor ical 
Br anch {6 Aug 44 ); Transl at ed 
by the Air Ministr y , 23 Jun 
47) 

233~- Air attacks against onecy oeans of communi - · 
cati on wer e carr ied out with oqunl vigor . The destruction , 
nmong many other W/T stations , of the Headquartors of t ho 
German Air Force Si gnals I ntelligence near Cher bourg on the 
night of 3/4 Jun "contri but ed greatly to the feeble enemy 
air r esisto.nce on the first dny of the assault " 
(Macmil len , ~ cit , P• 148} . h Ger.man repor t steted l ater 
that "the start o~ the invcsion W€~ marked by tho complete 
breakdown· of land- line communication" ("The Normandy 
I nvas i on - June 1944", Germnn Air Historiccl. Br anch , 2.12. cit , 
p . 2) . .Attacks against key enemy Ro.da.r stc.t ions begun on 
10 May and r eaching a peak of intensity three doys before 
D Iny , saved the lives of countless soldiers , sailors end 
airmen at a most decisive ti.De . Those Radar stntions not 

destroyed were subjected to dece~tion measures on the ni ght 
of 5/6 Jun . (See below pnra 236) 

234. Further air oper ations designed to pr epar e 



- 99 -

the wcy for the nss~ult landing wer e attacks age.inst 
enemy ".military fccilities , such as ammuniti on and fUel 
cumps , I!lili tary camps and he~dqun.rters , etc ,, and against 
coastal defences . Strategic end tactical air forces made 
a total of 1562 sorties against such military targets 
between 1 May and 6 Jun (Leigh- Mallory , .Q.2 cit , p . 50) . 
Attacks against "forty- nine known constarDntteries capnbl o 
of firing on shipping approaching the assa.ult urea " com
menced well bef ore D Day (Ibid , p . 46) . Those batter ies 
which it was thought the navy would find difficult to 
destroy wer e the special targets of the air f or c e . Up to 
5 Jun , n total of 2495 sorties against cocstal batteries 
within the "NEPTUNE" aroa had been made , nnd over 6,ooo 
tons of bombs had been dropped on these targets . 

235 . On the night of 5/6 Jun , Royal Air Force 
bomber aircraft began their aerial bomberdme~t of ten 
selected coastcl batteries within the assault ar ea (Supra , 
pare 180) which wns the opening phase c~ the fire plan 
designed to support the ass ault troops . £.n hour after the 
beginning of this six- hour bombardment , (which lasted froo 
11 : 31 p.m. 5 Jun to 5 : 15 n .o . 6 Jun) the first Canadian 
soldiers to land in Normandy were dr opped cast of the Orne . 
These wer e parachutists fr0t1 "C" Company , 1 Cdn Para Bn1 who 
were dr opped near Varnville with other el enonts of the bth 
Airborne Division hnJ r an hour in advance of the main body . 
(Hist Sec , A.H. Q., Report No . 26 , The First Canadian 
Parachute Battalion in France -- 6 June-6 September , 1944) 
Shor tly thereafter , wnile the aerial bonbnrdoent was not 
yet half conpleted , parnct:utists of the British 6th Air
borne Division and of the 1\nericrui 82nd and lOlst .Airborne 
Divisions were dropping on the eP.stern and western flanks , 
respectively , of the assault ar ea . The British/Cnnadian 
par achutists would be engaged in n ten t o twelve- hour 
battle with the eneoy before seaborn e troops cane inland 
west of the Orne to their aid . ll!:lericcn parachutists dropped 
behind "UTAH" Bea.ch would be engaged for approxicat ely t .La 

sane time before VII U.S. Corps troops were due to a rrive . 

236 . During the night operations , the oonbined 
a ir and naval- air diversionary plans were being inplenented . 
(Supra, paras 58- 61) An air historian writes of one 

JBTt of the deception nnd diversionary plans : 

••• while the assault craft were underway 
ncross the Channel , 105 r~dio oounte1- neasure 
aircraft wero empl oyed to blind and dt.ceive the 
r emaining enemy r adnr and r adi o stations . Be
tween one and four on tho morning of June 6 no 
eneny r ad io ~~~tion was hear d oper ating between 
Le Havre and Barfleur , and only ei ghteen were 
working instead of a normal ninety- two in the 
area covering the ' spout' , as the contained 
sea nrea of the crossing from coast to coast 
wa.s c alled . 

(Macnillan, 21? cit , p . 148) 
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He contiruos : 

The Gernan nistook the Cap d'luitifer 
diversion fer a real threat and oper ated search-
lights and opened gun- fire on the ghost convoy . 
They sent twenty- four night- fighters a0 ainst the 
jamming formation over the Somme , who .bunted the 
night skies for three hours for an ima;:;,.Lnary 
bomber stream that never ca.mo . And all this great 
intelligence and counter- r adar war was entirely British. 

(Ibid , p . 149) 

237. Shortly after R.A. F. Bomber Co.rnmanc coased 
their bombardment of enemy coestal batteries 1 light and 
mediW!l. bombers, fighter- boabers , and other aircraf't of the 
Allied Expeditionary Air Force sv1armed over the assault 
area. (Allied Expeditionary Air Force , Daily Intelli
gence/Operations Snnnory No . 133, 6 Jun 44. Copy in custody 
of Air Historian, R. C.A. F., Ottawa) These alrcraf't fUlfilled 
a oultitude of tnsks both before c.nd after H Hour . Offensive 
and beachhead patrols were naintcined, attao tcs were made 
on military installations both on the shore and inland, 
strongpoints and targets of opportunity wore bombed and 
strafed , aaokescreens were laid, reconnaissance sorties 
carried o~t , aircraf't ' spotters' corrected naval gunfire, 
and so forth . 

2.38 . The United States Eighth J.ir Force pro-
vided the final hec...vy air bombardment against the ''NEPTUNE" 
o.rea i.l'T!Llediately prior to H Hour . "In the thirty .ninutes 
immediately preceding the touch- down hour, 1, 365 heavy 
bombe:s attacked solocted areas in the coastal defences , 
dropping 2,796 tons of bombs" (Leigh- Mallory , 2.E. cit , 
p . 56) . 

239. The air attacks by Second Tactical Air 
Force and the United States Eighth Air Force overlepped 
the no.val bonbardnent . A navEll historian cor:lIIlents on 
this ovorlo.pping in tho "Juno" area : 

The [No.vo.l] bonbc..rd.nent would have been even 
nore accurate had not the .hir Force bombing 
thrown up clouds of smoke and dust which at times 
obliterated the targets and called forth some 
choice invoctivo from the gunnery off icers . 
At 0720 just af'ter the bon1)ers had been bombing 
through the cloud , there was a note in "Algon
quin ' s " log : ' God Damn Air Force is messing up 
our target again.' 

(R. C. N.' s Po.rt in the Invasion) 

These aircrn~ , presumably, were those of the Eighth Air 
Force. 

240 . Only meagre r eports are available regarding 



- 101 -

the close support air effort, b~t insofer us a comparison 
exists between the neutralizing effect of air and naval 
fire, it would appear that the naval bombardment had a 
greater stunning effect on the enemy . A report on the 
bombardment reads in part : 

They [the enemy] were bowled over less by 
aerial bombardment , which they were somewhat 
accustomed to, than by the daadly accuracy and 
weight of no.val gunfire , in which the heavies, 
i . e . the fire of distant major worahips were 
most effective, because of the penetrating power 
of their shells . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Even when it was not reinforced by simul

taneous air bombing , the [navall drum fire in
spired in the defenders n feeling of utter 
helplessness, which in the case of inexperienced 
recruits cause fnintL~g or inQeed complete 
paralysis . The inst:tnoj of sel.f'- preservation 
drove their duty as soldiers ••• completely out 
of their minds . 

(Army Operational Res~arch Group 
Report No . 264, Opposh,ion En
countorod on the British BeacFg3 
in Normandy on D Day, Po 152 , 
Copy in custody of Director of 
Weapons and Development , A. H. Q. ) 

Poor visibility, made worse by smoke and dust, was believed 
by some to have cancelled entirely the projected bo~bing 
attacks on beach defences. The diarist of H.Q. R. C. A., 
observing tho.t naval and artillery bo.mbo.rdment hnd 
commenced, added : "We are all wondering what beuame of the 
Air Force" (W. D., H. Q. R.C • .A., 3 Cdn Inf Div , 6 Jun 44) . 
Senior officers , acknowledging that the attacks were 
del ivered , commented on their want of accuracy , which they 
ascribed to low cloud base . (Cf above naval statement 
that aircro.ft were "bombing through the cloud") Brigadier 

R:ster stated that "the terrific devastation which was to 
nave been caused by hy bombing on thEl coast defs on either 
side of the R Seulles did not mater~.alize" ((HS~ 26507 . 011 
(Dl): Memorandum of Interview with Brigadier H.Wo Foster . 
Similarly Interview with Sri adl.er Bl ck · e : "On the left 
bn front [St . Aubin neither the RlJ' hy Oboes , the rockets , 
nor the S. P. arty covered the maln strong pt . . .. . ") . 

241 . Comrra·'lts by observers in the "Juno " area 
leave the impression that only two aer i al attacks were 
made against the beaches. The diary of Group Captain 
Cleland , Air Representative aboard Hilary·, contains this 
entry: 

••• At approximately 0530 hrs •• • bombing 
was seen to be taking place on the beLohes . 
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Naval gunfire from cruisers and destr oyers had by 
now opened up : and kept up continuous fire until 
the co.D':!lencement of bombing by U. S. heavy day 
bombers at approximately H- 30 ••.• 

{For m 540 '1 Air Representative , 
Force "J ', Copy in custody of 
Air Historicu , R. C. A. F. , Ottawa ) 

Canadian naval r eports confirm this statement . {R.C .N.' s 
Part in the Invasion) The luck of documentary materiiil 
deali ng with t~e pa.l"t played by the United Stetes Eighth 
Air Force during the pr e- H Hour bombar dment , * the con
flicting r eports that exist in avai l able sources , ond the 
loose t erminology used in maP•r cases among the three 
s ervic es as to what constitut od beach uefenc es , coastal 
defences and strongpoints , ~revent further elaboration on 
t his point . 

242 . Ai=craft of the R.C.A.F. pJ~yed a prominent 
part in tho D Day air operations . R . C . h . ~ . Halifax and 
Lancaster ~eavy bombers pr ovid ed the ma jor striking force 
atto.ckin3 tJ:a Houl~ate and Mervill o/Frnnceville coastal 
batt e.:i.·ies . (H.Q,. P. .A.F . Bonber Coin.Gland , "Bomber Command 
I!lteJligcnce Na:rrat i ze of Operations No . 818" , .li.ppx 1192 : 
R.C.A. F. Rcc0rd Book of Bomber Command Operations for tho 
Month of J·u:.e 19':4 . Copy in custody of .Air Historian , 
R .c .A. F. , Ott~:.va) Over a third of the a5.rcraft attacking 

the coastal ~~ttory at t ongues was also pr ovided by No . 6 
{R.C. L. ::T , } Grou:') nnd No . l~05 (R .C.:A. F. ) Squadron Lancasters 
(Ibid) . R. C.11.. F. fighter, f ighter - bomber , pathl'inder and · 
reco:maissance s quadrons wer e also involved in D Day opero.
tions o ((HS) 180 .015 (Dl ) : "B£lttle Order of R .. C •. A. F. 
on 6 Jun 44" shows th~ number and types of Co.nadion 
squadrons operating under R. : . ~. overal l col!lI?l8.Ild} . 

243. One Canadian squadron of fighter- bomber nir-
cr nft (No . 439 Sqn of No . 143 {R. C. A.F. ) Wing ) was allocated 
to H. M. S. Fdla~:L for close supporto It curried out a 
successful nttack on a t hree- gun battery neo.r Vaux (942857) , 
and the C.R. A. later conf irned t hat no further fir e was 

*On the OMAHA Beach, Ju:aerican heavy bombers had to bomb 
by instrur:i.ents owing to the l ow cloud ceiling. To avoid 
hitting the assaulting troops , they deliberately delayed 
releasing their bonb loads for sever al seconds , with tho 
r esul t thct the bombs lo.ndcd well inland from the beach defences 
(Gordon fl. Harrison , Q!._oss-C~annel Attack (Washington , 1951), 
p. 300) I t is quite possible that the same s ituation crose 
on ~he Enst ern beaches . 
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experienced from this position . * (Report by Naval 
Commander , Force "J" ) The other · Typhoon aircraft in this 
Wing , as well as Canadian squadrons throughout Second 
Tactical Air Force , made continuous sorties throughout 
D Day supJ;orting the assault by pr oviding air cover and 
attacking enemy defences and forces on the ground . 

241+. (ii) The Nayt The following comments , 
written by n CWladia.n ncval istorian, describe tho movement 
of the assault forces f r om the coast of Englend toward their 
r endezvous in the Bnie de la Seine . 

Group by gr oup , moving et set spe6ds and 
along rout es dictated by their allotted stations , 
the arriving vessels passed into the assembly 
area and took up· their formations . Joining tho 
columns of troop- carrying craft crune lines of the 
heavier and larger tank landing- craft, loaded 
with the soldiers ' vehicles . Troop carriers 
and vehicl e o~rri ers would sail together in double
columned convoys , nccepting the dif~iculti es 

created by their varying sizes e.nd speeds in or der 
thnt their inter dependent cargoes might be 
delivered to the beaches together. 

Warships , trruisports , a~d weir dly assorted 
special craft of every size and kind , were rc.nging 
themselves in the order designed to bring them to 
the r equired positions off the beaches at tho 
r equired time . The f ormed gr oups began to tnke 
on the appearance of individual convoys , ench 
separated by exect intervals from the one behind 
and the one ahead . Escorts moved into stctions 
beside them, and the whol e began to feed outwv.rd 
from the assembly e r ea in ten grent streams ~ 

Lee.ving behind it o. weaving, or der ed chaos ~od 
continually by- new fl ='0cls of shipping, it flowed 
toward the mid- channel positions where dimly 
lighted buoys marked the entrc.nces to the appr oach 
lanes . 

Dusk closed down on the Channel at n little 
after ten . A southwest wind set br iskly acr oss 
the tide and lifted the sen i nt o a chopr · swell . 
By midnight a :t'ull moon , r arely seen among 
patches of r agged , scudding 0 1 oud , had lifted 
from the horizon. Beneath i~ tho dark fo.ce of 
the Channel was combed by twenty lines of whi tc 
and red lights , winking fcintly at one-mile inter
vals along the port end starboard boundf:l.ries of 
the tGn lanes . Between the bordering lights tho 

*No subsequent requests for 
the G.o .c ., 3 Cdn Inf Div , while 
the initial pre- arranged attack 
Force "J" , op cit) . 

air support were made by 
on board ship , followi ng 
(Air Repres entative , 
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ribbons of dark weter were r estless vlith shadowy 
movement , churned by an endless series of wc.kos 
whose rugged V' s pointed steadily aouthwerd 
towlll'd Baie do la Seine . 

(Schull , 2E. cit , pp 263- 64) 

245 . Admiral Ramsay connnents on the latter part 
of the passage to Normandy as follows: 

There w0s an air of unreality during tho 
passage of the assnult forces across tho Cho.nnel 
curiously similar to that on D-1 in "HUSKY" as 
our forces approached Sicily . The achievement 
of strategioc.l surprise was always hoped for in 
' NEPTUNE ' but was by no means certain , whereas 
that of tnctioc.l. surprise had always seemed 
extremely unlikely . As our forces approached 
the French coast without a murmur from the enemy 
or f r om their ~n radio , the realization that 
once again almost cooplete tactical surprise had 
been achieved slowly dawned . 

(Ramsay , 2E. cit , p . 5114) 

The achievement of both str ategic and tactical surprise 
was indeed an exceptional combination of well- executed 
planning and good fortune in the form of Gem.an miscal
culation. (Inrr a , paras 401 ff ) Certainly everything had 
been done to blind and deceive t he enemy ' s radar chain , 
but the success gained in this operntion was something to 
be hoped for rather than oxpocted . The first tentative 
warnings of the invasion :for the enemy ca.me from code 

words broadcast to the Fr ench Resistance groups by the 
B. B.C.* and from a r eport at 0120 hrs from 711 Inf Div 
(headqunrters at Le Q;uesnny) telling of pnrachutists 
dropping near divisional headquarters and of hearing 
"bo.ttle noises" (Hist Sec , A. H. Q,., Report No . 50 , The Cnm.
paign in North- West Eu.rope , Information From Germe~ Sources ; 
Part ll: Invesion and Battle of Norn.ondy:, para 74*). These 
latter were actually the 50 du.rnJ:Jy parachutists and - ' noise ' 
mo.ch1 a =s dropped as a diversion for 6 Airborne Div ( "TIT~NTIC 
II" -- Suara , paro. 61) . At approximately 0130 hrs , both ll'if
t eenth an Seventh Army were given "Alert II" or ders, the 
hi ghest form of alert , because of the wide- spread reports of 

.Jf'!'hese wer e understood by the enemy "to be warnings of 
i nvasion withi n forty- eight hours " fHarrison , £E. cit , 
p . 275) . 

**At t he time of writing , Report No . 50 is in dr aft form . 
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parachut i sts le.nding ( Ibid . ;>er e. 10) . Navc.l Group 
West , which "at the very ti.me when the Channel was crowded 
with Allied craft ••• [had] deomod the ' weather ' unfavour 
able for the movement of patrol bouts ," also ordered 'Alert 
IT', "recording o.t the so.mo time their concurrence with 
O.B. West ' s and Air Fleet ' s vi ~ws that a major landing 
attempt was improbab~e» (Ibid , para 9}. 

246. Shortly aft er 0500 hr s on tho mor ning of 
6 Jun the warships of Eastern Task Force took up their 
bombarding positions . A War Correspondent describes the 
moment : 

We got closer , and as the light improved 
o.nd the mist cleared we mnde out landmar ks -- the 
strips of white bench and the brown dunes , s l ender 
church spires at Courseulles, Bernier es and 
St . Aubin, the wat er towors behind the towns . 
Back of the dunes were the rich green and brown 
fields on gentle slopes where some of the finest 
crops in France are grown . Woods dotted the 
fields and ribbons of roads l od back from tho 
coo.st toward Coen and Bayeux , over the slightly 
rolling coil.ntryside . This was the new Canadian 
battJeflel.d , but at thnt moment it looked like 
a travel poster . 

Not a singl e gun fired from the shor e .* The 
entire float was now in f'u.11 view of the German 
coastal garrisons, with the first line of landing 
ships and support craft only a mile or s·o from 
shor o . Others were massed for miles and miles 
out to sea. The Bay of the Seine was choked with 
Alliod shipping. Four thousand ships and landing 
era~ wero porticipating in this operat ion and 
most of th~m soened to be her e off the Normandy 
shor e nt this tenso time between the dawn and 
H Hour 

(Ross Munr o , Gauntl et t o Overlord 
(Tor onto , 1946) , pp 55- 56) 

247. At appr oximat ely 0530 hrs tho guns of 
Ea.ster n Task Force opened fire on their targets ashore . 
Inasmuch as no very formidable enemy batteries la.y within 
3 Cdn Inf Div' s area , the bombarding forc e pr ovided was 
accordingly small. On the Eastern flank , Bombarding 
Force "D", in or der to deal with coastal batteries on 
either s i de of the Seine estuary( comprised two battleships , 
five cruisc3rs and one monitor. Gunnery Review, Normandy 

*Force "J" was ablo to r eport the r ecarkabl e fact that 
no offensive action by enemy aircrnft or surface vessels 
wns encount er ed ·fhroughout the passage (Report by Nava l 
Commander, Force "J"). 
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Bombardment Experience , 2I'. ~it) In "Jun~" ar~a, the 
achievement of the cruiser "D'fndQJil in silencing the battery 
at Beny- sur-Mer is ndoquate evid~ce of the efficiency of 
naval bombardment . The Diadem opened fire on this 
battery at 0552 hrs with B.l.r observation . The same battery 
was re- engaged at 0725 hrs to cover touchdown and finally 
at 0905 hrs , the totc.l expenditure amounting to 223 rounds . 
Although tho battery suffered no direct hit , the eff'eotive 
neutralization of tho battery could not be doubted . The 
crew of ono such gun position retired in great disillusion
ment to a cave in the vicinity of Fontaine- Henry , where 
their depression was such thnt they later permitted a few 
Canadians whom they hnd captured to toke their whole 
number (109) into custody . (Infra, para 482) The failure 
of the coastal defence guns ~o cause any damage to the 
closely packed shipping off shore gives final proof of the 
r esults of naval counter- battery fire coupled with aer ial 
bombo.rdment • 

248. The beach drenching fire achieved its object 
of neutralizing interference of the run- in, and was sc.id 
to have been delivered "with clock- like pr ecision" (Report 
!It Ne.val Commander<\ Force "J"). The preparator y bombardment 
was so l!IUCh ndlriire by one assaulting company that the 
soldiers atood up in the L.C.A. to watch it (W.D., 1 C. 
Scot R., June 1944; Appx 2 , "C" Coy Diary) . While its 
effects were never intended to be totally destructive, 
the actual. damage to enemy defences caused by this very 
heavy volume of fire was later found to be somewhat less 

than expected. Poor visibility was undoubtedly a con
tributing factor . Thus a.lthough Rear Admiral Vian was 
later able to declare that the "main eatteries opposi*g 
Force "J" were effectively neutralized during the assault 
and subsequently captured before they could interfer e with 
shil>s br era.ft" (Report by Na val Command er , East err _"t'~-~sk 
For\'..e ), it was also true that the stunnina effect :"'f mnviil 
bombardment had greater effect on the defenders of major 
strongpoints than did the physical damage wr ought by 
bombardment (Ibid) . In this connection a significant 
point was brougnr-to light: the emplacements housing 
infantry guns had been defiladed from direct fire from the 
sea by a heavy concrete wall running almost parallel to · 
the shoreline . This, while it denied shelling to seaward , 
meant that the beaches could be swept by enfilade fire . 
Adniral Vian points out that had Intelligence been aware of 
this peculiarity, destroyers end support craft might have 
been stationed farther to the flanks of the assault so as 
to bring cross- fire against the vulnerable embrasures of 
these bunkers . 

249. It must not be supposed , however , that 
every enemy position withstood this saturation with complete 
immunity . Examination of the .13.rea showed that 7 Cdn Inf 
Ede ' s sector contained six gun8 , two mortars, and 19 machine 
guns , of which 20 per cent were believed to have been 
knocked out by the preparatory boo.bardment . In 8 Cdn Inf 
Bde ' s sector there were three guns , three mortars and 13-15 
machine guns ; of these a smaller percentage was destroyed 
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by drenching fire (0 sition .Encountered on the British 
Beaohes in Nor mand on D , .2E cit, Po.rt IV • By wc.y 
of c omparison , it .mo.y be noted th~t of c totcl of cbout 
106 such positions in t he whole Bri tish assault nrec not 
more tho.n 14 per cent were ast::.nc.·'.:od to have been put out 
of notion by na.vc.l gunfir e ( Gunne.L'Y Review) o 

250 . On the whole , the lethal effect of this 
mnssed fire power c.ppenrs to hcvo been slight . Des:r~- ~e 

considerable dc..mnge in Bernieres end Courseulles , it wos 
believed that "less tho.n ~ dozen" civilians were kill ed 
by the bomba.rdnent , clthough neither town had been 
evacunted (Re)ort by Naval Communder s , ~tern Task Foroo 
and For ce "J" . The We.r Di ury Of Ro vfpg :Rif obser ves 
somewhat bi tterly that the drenching fire t?failed to kill 
a singl e Ger man or silence one weapon" (W.D., R. Wpg Rif, 
6 Jun 44) . While acknowledging that there was gooj reason 
for this statenent (sub-units of this battalion suffer ed very 
severe casualties} , it is only fc~r to note th~t the 
asseult company of 1 c. Scot R. which lruidod under or der s 
of R. Wpg Rif found that i t$ beach objective had been 
demolished by navel gunfire (Infrn , po.rn 271) 0 

251. 
evidence 
being no 
targets . 
terms . 

It is impossible to present accurcto 
of the performance of each class of weapon , there 
sure oethod of differ entiating tho effocts on the 
P.o3ults must therefor e be discussed in tho broadest 

252. Neutrelizing f ire by destroyers wns des-
cribed by tho G. O.C., 3 Cdn Inf Div, o.s "a.ccuro.te and 
susteined" ((HS) 235C3. 0l3(D8) : Cotnrlents on Operation 
"OVERLORD" by Ma j - Gen R. F. I . Keller , 21 J~ 44)e The ob
served shoots carried out by H . M.G . Ships :S:J.s..onquin w:..J 
Sioux are typical . Algonquin s i lenced n battery of 
two 75- millimetre guns situated between houses on the 
sea- front just west of st . Aubin. Thereafter she proceeded 
to demolish other buildi ngs in the same nreno Siou~, in 
support of 48 R. M. Co!i.1.I!llUldO , opened fire at 10,000 ynrds 
on o gun position near Langrune . Both shi~s ceesed fire 
ct about 0745 hrs , as the first nssault -.·;r·.ve was upproachin.s 
shor e . (R.C . N. ' s Part in the Invasion} Farther wost , 
Kempenfelt engP.ged a three- gun battery near CoU!'seulles , 
but thi s ~ire could not be oberrved (Report by Naval 
Commnnderi Force "J") . The genero.l deployment of destroyers 
was as fo l ows : on the right , Venus, Faulkner, Fury, 
Stevenstone and Ln Co~battunte , eng-:iging beach sector 
targets ! and sillularly , on the l eft , Vi~ilunt, PB2.I.!-
quin , Sioux, Bleasdal e end Glcisdu1e \Ibid }. 

253. L. C. G. (L. ) wor king on the flanks of the 
assaulting battalions , opened fire ut I!'.nges between 
9 , 000 and 6, ooo yards and thereafter continued to engage 
concrete defences fron 1,000 yards until the landing craft 
ho.d touched down (Report by Ne.val Commander , rorce HJ") . 
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Their position close inshore gave then better opportunities 
for observed shooting (Gunnery Review) . 

254. L.C. T. (R. ) were said to have firei their 
salvoes of rockets "accurately and a little enrly" 
(Report by Na.val Comnnndor, Force "J") . Short rounds were 
observed by R. Wpg Rii' (W.D. , R. Wpg Rif, 6 Jun 44) . An 
unfortunate , though spectacular , incident occurred when 
a Typhoon fighter , swooping in low over Bernieres, flew 
into a pat tern c~ rockets and was instantly destroyed 
(Report by Ne.val Corn.under , Force "J") . 

255 . Since eneny aircraft discreetly absented 
themselves from the assault c..rea , the L.C.F. of Force "J" 
were not exercised in an anti-aircra~ rolo , and were 
therefore used to supplement close support fire (Ibid) . 
One of these craft wns observed close inshore firing tracer 
at the beach (W. D., Q. O.R. of c. , 6 Jun 44). This method 
of adding to drenching fire by L.C.A. was also practised 
by Force "G" (Gunnery Review) . 

256. The diaries of the armoured ro~iments make 
no mention of the perforo~ce of L.C.T. (C . B. ) . One 
instruice is recorded of a concrete-buster engaging a case
mate ((HS) 145 . 2Rll0ll(D4): Me~orandun of Interview with 
Lt- Col F . M. Matheson ) . The conna.nder of Force "J" further 
reported their fire to be very destructive when used 
against buildings (Report by Naval Connnnder~ Force "J" }. 

257 . The little ncvo.l "hedg"Srows" , towed to the 
beaches in L. C.A. (R.R.) , while not properly contributing 
to drenching fire , may be nentioned here . They too seen 
to have run afoul of heavy seas for it w~s reported that 
of nine era~ of the first division (G. J.l) only one 
appear•d; the second division arrived intact . This ooy 
help explain the difficulty experienced in opening exits 
on the right sector . (See below} 

258 . (iii) The l'a:m.v In the wenther conditions 
which prevailed , the Royal Mnrine Centaurs were hampered 
by the unsee.worthiness of the L. C. T. (A. ) and L. C. T. (R. ~ . ). 

There were some era~ casualties (Infra, pnre 315) ruid 
other s arrived late , but the bctteries perforoed their 
tasks to good effect (Report by N~vnl Coocnnder , Force 
"J") . 11.Il artillery s igna.ller cn.lled for fire from a troop 
of Centaurs against a block- house on the beach which was· 
holding up Regina Ri:t' . The Royal Mc.rines quickly "elimi
nated this nuisance0 (W. D .. , 13 Cdn Fd Regt , 6 Jun 44). 

259. The success of the seaborne S. P. artillery 
in the assault is beyond doubt , nnd nll observers , both 
naval and military , ncknowledged its vnlue . General 
Keller ' s co.rmnent w~s: 
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The SP arty put on the best shoot that they 
ever did on the four areas pr e- s elected for 
them •••• 

(Comments on Operat ion "OVERLORD", 
~cit) 

More specific wns the statement of the commander of 7 
Cdn Inf Bde that "the only d~nge visible from sea was 
that effected by our SP nrty fire ••• " (Interview with 
Bri gadier Foster) . 

260 . Curiously enough , t he gunners thems elves nr e 
non- committal in their r e.murks on the run- in shoot 
(probably because it had become a drill) ond provide almost 
no detailed information nbout ito It cnn be gathered , 
however , tha.t no disappointment wns felt over the perfor
mance , which several diarists perfunctor iJ.y described us 
"very effective" or "most effective" .. (W. Ds ., H.Q,. R. C . .i.:...; 
13 and 19 Cdn Fd Regts , 6 Jun 44) Only one di~ry notes , 
whet i s co.mm.on to oll, that t]the concentr ation was NOT 
cs tight as hnd been nttoined in some trcining exercises 
due t o the running sea" (W. D., l~ Cdn Fd Regt , 6 Jun 44) . 
The i nf:-.ntry unit which this r egi.nent ' s concentration wcs 
designed to support makes PUfticuln.r mention of shells 
f c.lling in the town of Ber nieres and of the bench bein~ 
obscured by t heir smoke (W. D. , Q,.O.R. of c., 6 Jun 44) . 
The statement in the diary of H.Q, . 8 Cdn Inf Bdo thct nt 
0800 hrs "for some unknown r enson SP arty had switched ell 
fire to St . Aubin" is not 0£:1.sily explnined ; according to 
14 Cdn Fd Regt , the Barni~res strongpoint wns under fire 
from H minus 30 to H plus 5 , c.s planned (W. Ds ., H. Q,. 8 
Cdn Inf' Bde o.nd 14 Cdn Fd Regt , 6 Jun 44} o The uncvoidnble 
dispersion of shot doubtless gr.ve the iapr ess ion to some 
observers thn.t fire wos being l argely wasted : one dinrist 
speclrs of "SP guns ~rloc.t firing short as usual" (".'! • .u. , 
R. W1g Rif , 6 Jun 44}. Here age.in it :-.s per tinent to r occ.ll 
that ~ire for ef'f'ect wcs both observed end corrected by 
Forwr>.rd Obs erv~t ion Officers in L. C . Sc ( M. ) , whose o.d vnnc ed 
st~tion gave them better opportunity to judge its results . 

261. Ex.~3rnal evidence any be Qdduced to support 
the conclusion that S.P . artillery made an import ant 
contribution to the f ire preparation. In °Gol d" ur ef.l. the· 
strongpoint at Le Hwnel of'fered unexpectedly fierce resis
tance ; this hns been attributed not only to the failure of 
the bombing pr ogrru::une in this cren, but also the f~ct 
that the artillery concentration designed to cover it 
failed altogether to o.at eria.l i ze , owing to no:r.:.gational 
dif'f'icul ties . (Gunnery Review) 

262. Finally, it should not be forgotten thct 
t hese same regiments , in addition to performing the 
astonishing fent of firing from sea , were able to disembcrk 
at an early hour with relatively few casualties and thus 
afford the infantry normal field artillery support during 
the initial stages of land battle . The dual r ole assigned 
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to field and S .P. guns s ti ands out as one of the .most 
arresting features of the operation. 

263 . The ultimate proof of the validity of the 
Dieppe lessons i s established by the following conclusions : 
"All reports confirm that the British p=inciple of e.m-

floying special support craft in the nsso.ul t is sound" 
Gunnery Review ) . There is .moreover a str iking re.minder of 

the r c:commendation f or "overwhelming fire support " in the 
finding of the Gunnerx_ Re~. thc.t. ~here wns "no ?Vidence 
to show thr.t the fi~~ ;;;upport provided wns excessive . " 

(b) 3 Cdn Inf Div il.ssault 

26h. Half c.n hour o.fter the shi ps of Force "J " 
opo1ed fire , t he headquarters ship dropped anchor (0558 
hrs) . By this tim.e distinctive landmarks on the shor e could 
be recognized ensilyo Gun flushes were now visible fron 
the canst , but ns yet no fire appeared to be directed 
against the t?Juno" uren . 

265 . But all was not well everywhere throughout. 
the forc0 . lil.rendy tho heavy sens hnd caused four groups 
of Force "Jn to enter tb -. wrong swept chnnnels leading to 
the be~ches ; one of thes~ er rant groups consisted of the 
L. C. T. bearing the A. V. R. R\o of 7 Cdn Inf Bde Gp .. It wns 
clear tho.t tine would inevitably be lost in meking to the 
proper channel. (Report by Nnvo.l Connander , Force t?J'1 ) 

This lamentable circurriitnnce wns to have an effect on H 
Hour. The a.gr eed times set for the assaulting brigndes 
on 6 Jun were 0735 hrs for 7 Cdn Inf Bde and 0745 hrs for 
8 Cdn Inf Bde , t en and twenty minutes lute , respectively , 
of the H Hour for the neighbouring assaults . (Suprn , 
po.ra 66 ) But the tnrdiness of certain groups co.used both 
Assault Group Ca.ptoins to defer R Hour to n furthe r ten 
.mi nutes . It wns thus decided that the times of H Hour 
should be 0745 hrs for 7 Cdn Inf Bde end 0755 hrs for 8 
C '~:1 Inf Bde (Ibid ; see f'...lso W .D. , G.S . , H, '\ , 3 Cdn Inf 
Di v , June 19/+i;::-Appx " Qn , Messnge Log , 6 Jun 44 , Serio.ls 10 
and 15 ) . It was not n happy situation , for it nea~t thnt 
tho swiftly r ising ti·de , nggrevo.ted by heavy sens , shor tened 
the interval before h:i.gh wa.ter and deprived engineer · 
groups of the minure.urn time to complete demolition of 
obstac l es . In consequence , 11craft beached among the 
obstacles instead of short of them, and clear ance of tho 
outer ob"Mtuclos wo.s not p:r:·:i.cticnble until the tide had 
fo.llen n (Report by · Na.vo.l Comnnnde£.1._Force "J") ,, 

266. Lven before Hil£p[ dropped her a.nchor, 
the L. S. I . of Force "J" had arrived punctually nt their 
lower ing position::; ~·~!- A~l ho.d coae throug!l the ,. two s1Nept 

-r'"The c:1oice of t he 'lowering positions' • • • hr.d been a 
matter of considerr.ble discussion , the conflicting fa.ctors 
of being outside the rc.nge of the enemy's shore bctteri es 
o.nd south of the known .mined nren ho.ving to be balanced . 
The Eastern Tnsk For ce (Bri tish ) finally chose t heir 
' lowering posit ions ' about 7 to 8 nil es off shore • •• ti 
tRamsay , op c~,, Po 5115 ) o 
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channels of the Germnn mine belt unho.rmod , " o.nd by 5:35 
the nineteen vessels were swinging at anchor in en eerie 
hulf- dawn light , ench c.n exact three hundred yards ~ron 
the next" (Schull , £E cit , p. 273) . No t:i.oe wr.s lost 
in lowering and formng up the L.C . 11... (Report bf Nnvnl 
Commander , Force "J") . A Naval historian describes this 
oper~tion as it concerned some of the men who were to 
land shortly af'ter H Hour : 

With the pipers of the Canadicn Scottish 
playing cheerfully in the bright morning (!S 
they h~d the evening before when the ship 
sailed , 227 asscult troops of the Onncdiun 
Scottish Regiment embarked in the Prince 
Henrh ' s seven lnnding craft asseult (L.C.A. ) 
ns t ey hung at boct deck level , and the crcft 
were lowered o.t 0645 hrs . A13 the troops left 
they gave three rousing cheers for Prince 
Henrl , which her ship ' s comp~.ny heartily 
reciprocated. Vlhile Prince Honry wcs l owering 
her troops , Prince David lowered her remaining 
five L.O . A. 's with 148 troops and the L. C. A.' s 
from both ships then formed up with their 
respective benching flights , three flotillas to 
a flight , ~d , e~ch led by o.n MGB , they pr oceeded 
towr.rds their beeches . 

(R.C.N. ' s PRrt in the Invc sion) 

While the L. S . I . were disgorging their nssnult crcft, 
divisional wireless silence was broken {at 0634 hrs) 
and the first of a constant stre~.m of urgent messages 
commenced to flow to and fron the operctions room. 
(W. D., G. S. , H. Q.. 3 Cdn Inf' Divt June 1944: L.ppx "Q.", 
Messcge Log , Seri~l 2 , 6 Jun 44J 

267 . It was still t oo early to per ceive nuch 
tangible evidence of the bombing program.me . Fires had 
been observed inland , ~nd at 0715 hrs , when the leading 
assault wo.ves had begun their one- hour passage to the 
bench , bombers were hec.rd pa.ssing overhead . (W.D., H. Q. . 
7 Cdn Inf Ede , June 1944: Appx 8, Message Log , 6 Jun 44) 

268. ( i) The ii.sso.ult b' 7 Cdn Inf Bde * On 
the right l opposite MIKE Sector , Cdn Inf Bde , commanded 
by Brigadier R.W. Foster , wo.s n.ble to report .most of its 
p;roup into.ct ; the only really serious omission wo.s the 
A.V.R . E. group , which as we hnve seen {pare 265) would 
inevitably be lnte. otherwise , D.11 seened in or der; the 
L.c.J-.._ gr oups wer e :formed up smd ready ; the L.C . T. bearing 
the D. D. to.nks had arrived . Only the wecther r emained 
unruly . Still unmol ested by enemy fire , the infantry 
companies in L. C •. i. . commenced their six- nile voynge to 
the beach. The noise of the bomb~.rdLlent nccompanied them 
on their way . At 0715 hrs the men in the craft hec.rd the 
close support bomb~dment ronr into l i:e es S. P. artill ery, 
L.C. G. {L. 1 and L.C. T. (R. ) let loose their fire ogninst 
the bench strongpoints . ( Mcss~ge Log , R.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 

*i .. nap showinG the ud vance inland of the Canadian t'omations 
on 6 Jun i s attached as Appendix "K" . 
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6 Jun 44 , Serial 14) A F. o . o . of 12 Cd.n Fd Regt Artillery 
Group reported the first ~all of shot to be effective 
(Message Log , G.s . , H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 6 Jun 44, Serial 13}, 
but smoke soon obscured further observation. For the 
artillerymen, "the noise on board the craft was deafening 
as round a:rter round was pumped onto the shore" (Lt W. W. · 
Barrett , The 'Hist6 of 1 Canadian Field Re iment R. C. A. 
1940-1945, p . O • From the gunner s viewpoint "it looked 
as if the whol e area would be completely pulverized and 
annihilated ••• " ( (H . s. ) 142 , 4Fl2013 (D2) : History of 12 Cdn 
Fd Rest , RCA , 27 May 40 - 5 May 45J. .. 

269 , It had been decided not to launch the D. D. 
tanks because of the roughness of the waves, but instead to 
beach their L. C. T. at H Hour, But the Deputy Senior Officer 
Assault Group (D . s . o.A. G. ) in charge of tho L. C. T. of G. J . l 
reversed his deci sion when within about 2500 yards of the 
beach and ordered the two D. D. squadrons of 6 Cdn Anud Regt 
to s~ ashore. The problems confronted by the D. D. tanks of 
"A" Squadron during the run- in through the heavy seas is told 
by the regimental historian : 

As 'A' s ' D.D. tanks h eaded for Mike sector of 
the beach it was izmnediateli noticeabl e to all crew 
cozmnander s that the [oanvasJ screens were in great 
danger of collapsing as the struts began to bend 
from the pounding of the giant waves. Most of the 
commanders called the turret crews f rom t he tanks 
to stand With t hem on the decks to support the screen. 
In addition the size of the waves made st eering 
exceptionally hard , The pressure of a strong tide 
running from west to east i ncreased t hi s di fficulty 
and kept carrying the D. Ds , to the left towards the 
pier at the river ts mouth . However, the squadron 
shook i t sel f out and on approaching l and orew 
commanders were able to recognize the positions 
allotted to them on the beach. 

(Lt F . Sta rk, comp, A HistoII 
of the First Hussars Regimen 
1856-1945 (London [ Canada] , 
1951) , p • .54) 

On the run- in seven tanks were sunk by enemy fire, and en.other· 
wns run down by rocket craft (W. D. , 6 Cdn Armd Regt 1 6 Jun 44} , 
The unit ' s historian gives a. vivid description of the D. D. tanks 
in action when ashore : 

When they were in sufficiently shallow wat~r and 
not likely to be swamped by huge waves the D. Ds. ·· 
quickly deflated and began t o engage the pill~bclxae. 
The advanteges of r emaining in the water were t~ree
fold, The sudden appearance of tanks on the beaches in 
front of their positions had momentarily disorganized 
German gunners . The pill- box on the extreme right of 
Mike sector near Nan beach was never 1J.8.Il.lled., The tanks 
wished t o oake full use of the surprise by 
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knocking out the guns before they could destroy 
them. Jmy :further oovenent townrds the beaches 
benefited tho enemy, giving him time to collect 
his wits . In addition , by remaining in the water 
the tanks presented smaller targets and the· 
deflecting qualities of water gave more pro
tection to the vulnerable lower hull where the 
armour was thinnest . Lastly , it was to be ex
pected that the beaches would be heavily mined , 
and no crew commander wanted his tank to go up 
on o. mine and be rendered immobile on that fire
swept expense of s~nd . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

As ~ oon as the anti- tank guns on the beach 
had been liquidated, the •·· D. D. tanks began to 
cruise up and down the beo.ch engaging the mcchine 
gun nests . At first the fire was so i ntense 
that the crew commanders had difficulty in 
loco.ting the targets., but gradually these were 
found ~nd neutralized , permitting the infantry 
to sweep on over the. dunes to begin their push 
inland . 

(Sturk, 2..:£ cit , pp 55- 56 ) 

The first of the D. D. tanks reached shor e twenty minutes 
before the leading infuntry (W. D., G.S ., H. ~. 3 Cdn Inf 
Div , June 1944: Appx "K", Report by 2 Cdn Armd Ede , DD 
Tanks in the Assault ; see o.lso Message Logs, G. S., H. Q,. 3 
Cdn Inf Div ; H. ~. 7 Cdn Inf Ede ; ruid Report by Navnl 
Commander , Force "J" ). Their presence ashor e proved 
invaluable to the infnntrymen , as both assault battal ion 
commanders testified . 

27 0 . Approximo.tely 2 ; 000 ya.rds from the shore 
the cru~ currying the seaborne urtillery ceased fire nnd 

swung to the flr.nks to awed t their time for landing . The 
L. C •. A. continued on toward their plo.nned landing places . 
The Royo.l Navy wns praised later for the accur ate manner 
i n which they landed the troops in their assigned sectors . ~r 
There were no instances of nnjor inaccuracy throughout 
Force "J" . The navigational difficulties faced by craft 
commo.nders are described in a Canadian no.val account : 

* "A pnrti cular[ly] fine job wa.s done by the RN, who , 
under unfavor::i.ble circumstances , ma.de their landings 
exactly at the right spot , even to the coy level" ({ HS) 
26508. 0l J{Dl) : MemorandUIJ. of Interview with Br igadier K. G. 
Blacka.der , M.c., E. D., by Hist ori cal Officer, 3 Cdn Inf Div) . 
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From the LC.A' s it was impossible to see the 
beach except from the crests of the waves , but 
in these fleeting moments the assault personnel 
got glimpses of lnndnarks tha t had been me.de 
familiar to the.m by the photogre.phs and diagrams 
which they hnd been shown in their briefing. 

(R. C.N. ' s Pa.rt in the Invnsion) 

271 . The pr ecise time of touchdown in each 
battali on group is uncer tain , hardly n cir cumstCln.ce to be 
wondered nt . One authority has it thnt the first infantry 
wer e ashore o.t 0810 hrs , twenty minutes late of the 
defer red time . (Repor t by Navo.l CoI!lmander , For ce "J") 
Report~ by par tici pnnts do not all support thi s tiIDirig . 
In general , it may be said that assault companies , although 
a few minutes l at8 , no.de their landfall with striking · 
precision. R. W~P. Rif, COlllI"lO.nded by Lt- Col J . M. Me1tlram, 
r eported that its · thr ee f orwnrd compnnies landed "nll 
within seven minute& of one another ," n reno.rkable achieve
.raent consideri ng s 3a conditions* (W. D. , R. Wpg Rif , 6 Jun 
44) . On the extreae right flank , "C " Company 1 c. Scot R., 
under the command of R. Wpg Rjf', diser:i.barked at the junction 
of MIKE and LOVE Sectors " in about three feet of water 
just short of the beach obstacles" (W. D., 1 c. Scot R., 
June 1944: - Appx 2, "C" Coy Diary} . Opposit i on was 
negligible , and these troops soon discover ed that their 
first objective - o. pi ll- box - had already been deraolished 
by naval gunfire . This was , incidentally, one of the few 
acknowledgments of the effectiveness of supporting fire . 
The remai nder of R. Wpg Rif Assault Group encountered 
much more seri ous opposition t~ the west of the Courseulles 
breakwat er (MIKE Green) . "B" Company ' s L.C.A. were eng~ged 
whil e about 700 .yards f r om shore and disenbarkntion had 
to be done while under fire; in consequence heavy casualties 
wer e sustained by t h is sub-unit (W. D. , R. Wpg Rif, 
June 1944: Appx 6 , "B" Coy Dic.ry} . The strongpoint 
in this nren consisted of three casemates and twelve machine
gun emplacements which seemed not to have suffer ed f r om the 
inmense voluoe of fire which he.d been brought to be~r on 
the beaches . This cir cunsto.nce l eft to the infe..ntry end . 
tun.ks the grim prospect of clee.ring it by direct assault , 
as pr oved to be necessary with l'.11 f our major strongpoints . 
In the course of the battle the compcny was reduc ed to its 
commruider and 26 other ranks (" f . D. , R. Wpg Rif , 6 Jun 44} . 

*Weather conditions off the beeches immediately before 
H Hour were d~soribed as : 

Wind - Wastnorthwest , force 4. 
Sea - ModcrGte , wnves J -4 fe et . 
Sky - tnir to cloudy with clouds incree.sing . 

(Ram.say , 2.E. cit , p . 5116) 

On the Eastern Task Force front , the wind is reported 
somewhat Stronger (Re~ort by Navnl Commanders , Eastern 
Task Force and Force J " ). 




