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spread itself throughout the ports of the United 
Kingdom and , although mor e congested on t1.a 
South Coast , it was not confined to that ar ea . 

(Ram.say , ~cit , p. 5110) 

57. Although wireless t r effic was r estricted 
for those preparing for the actual assault , it was l ef't 
open purposely for those engaged in "FORTITUDE (SOUTH) ". * 
It wo.s planned to hove some 270 dummy landing cr aft 
stationed at Yarmouth , Dover, Folkestone and other harbours 
opposi te the Pas de Calais . To strengthen the belief in 
this ' threat ', the Cover Plan laid down that "naval wire­
less t r affic proportionate to the number of [dummy] craft 
will be simulated in the mooring areas , appropri ate £:rm.y 
wireless traffic being linked to these flotillas as far as 
possible" (Cover and Diversionary Plans_) o 

58 . The no.val diversion plmls which were to be 
put i nto operation during the hours immediately prior to 
D Day can be dealt with but bri efl y here . In general , 
the intention was to deceive the enemy through his radar 
scr eens r ather than by direct attacks on the enemy coast . 
Three mo.in naval diversions were planned in conjunction with 
the Air Force . The aim of each operati on is given by 
the Cover Plan as follows : 

Seo. Diver s i ons 

Operat i on "BIGDRUM" 

The ob j ect of this diver sion is to engage 
the enemy radar stations in the North of the 
Cher bourg Peninsulc and to distrnct the enemy 
batteries in that area . This diveTsionnry oper e­
tion will be carried out by c s.mnll force of 
M.Ls. 

Operation "Tla:Jl.BLE" 

The object of this div ersion is to give 

*At this point it is worthwhile quot ing a. memornndum on 
Signnls Security i ssued by HQ,, First Canadian Army, on 28 
May : "It is known that the ene.rn.y •s most prolific method 
of gai ni ng information i s by wireless i nterception and by 
wireless i ntelli gence . He collates all intercepted wire­
l ess transmiss i ons nnd can , by the correlation of small 
details -- which by themselves have no significance - ­
deduce information which is of the highest value to him . 
It i s essenticl thnt we make i t as difficult for the enemy 
as possible in this respect" (11.' . D., c.s .o. Branch, H. Q,., 
First Canadian Army, May 1944, SIGS/9- 7- 1) . 
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greater breadth to the ass~ult forces and to 
show our intention of landing North of the Seine . 
The diver sion will be linked with an eirborne 
diversion . 

Operation "GLIMMER" 

Plans will be made in order to car ry out a 
similar diversion to "T...'J.l1..BLE" in the Pas de 
CnJ nis r-.reo. should enemy mining permit and the 
enemy situation prove desirable . Of the possible 
areas of attack it is considered that the 
Boulogne area will be most effective . 

59 . To give bulk to the snall navel forces 
engaged in t hese operations , a oonsider ~ble number of Pir­
craft circling overhe~d .,twere to simulete the r enctions 
which a large convoy would produce in the eneray ' s coastal 
redar stations by dr opping a specic.l type of 'Window'* 
designed .for this occc.sion" (Harris , 2P_ cit , p . 206) . 

60 . The rol e of the lJ.lied military forces in 
the Cover Plan , although natural ly mor e static , supplemented 
that of the naval and air forces . While every effort was 
made to conceal the location and strength of the nsseulting 
forces by stringent security measures , an open display of 
activity and numbers was made in the area facing the 
Pe.a de Cal ais . ** .An elabor~te wireless co.maunicntion 
network wo.s planned to commence operations from 24 l .. pr . 
{Cover and Diversionary Plcns) Ench st~tion on this 
net work would represent one of the v~rious formetions in 
the notion~l forces, nnd the mess~ges passed would be 
typical of those pcssing between form~tion headquarters . 
ii.side from the dummy lnnding c r aft , "the signing of rands 
and special areas consistent with the story of the embark­
ation of the forad" was to be carried out in the Eastern 
and South Eastern Commands {Ibid) . From mid-May onwards, 
"in order to show activity atiiight in the areas where 
dummy era.ft ur e indicated , night lighting installations 
simulating vehicle lights o.nd bef.l ch lighting" were to be 
put i nto opere.tion (Ibid) . 

*Thi s was the name gi ven to bundles of metallized 
paper dropped from a i rc r aft to confuse enemy .r:tdar stations . 

**". . . there were Clll!lps in East l:..nglia which might have 
bivouacked thous['.nds of trcops . Actually they were deserted 
tGnt cities , given semblnnc e of li~e by enough men to keep 
the fires burning for German reconnP..issance pilots to photo­
graph" (( HS)956 . 0ll( Dl) : Lt-Gen W. B. Smith , "Eisenhower ' s 
Six Gr eat Decisions " (Part I) , The Saturday Evening Post , 
p . 108 ). 
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61 . On the night of 5/6 .Tun , it was planned to 
assist the ir-vasion forces by having aircraft drop explosive 
dummy parachutists , "together with no.chines which made noises 
like rifle fire and other sounds of battle, in order to 
nako n diversion and cover the r eal airborne landings in 
the Normandy area" (Harris , 2.E. cit , p . 207) . The whole 
of this sinulatod airborne attack was called Opernt ion 
"TITliNTIC " , which in turn wns divided into four sub- opera­
tions . "TITLNTIC I " wcs concerned with simulating the 
dropping of one airborne division North of the Seine . Its 
objoct was "to retain enemy forces North of the Seine and 
to drew the enemy reserves South of the Seine to the North" 
(Cover and Diversioncry Plens) . The object of "TITJ..NTIC II" 
was ffto delay loc~l r eserves i.rnmediRtely Enst of the · 
River Dives from moving 'Jestwerds" ( ~) • "TIT:.NTIC III~ , 
which was to t cke place n.t the sc.me time us the drop of 
the 6th l..irborne Division , had a s its object the drcwing 
"of c proportion of loc'-1 counter- attack troops to the 
Southwest of Ccen" (Ibid) . The object of "TIT:.NTIC IV" 
wns "to dro.w the eneiiiY'C"ounter- attcck forces in the c.reo 
of St . I.$ to the West" (Ibid) . To strengthen the 
enemy ' s belief in wide- spreed airborne operct ions, 
"TIT:J'1TIC I ond IV" h"'.d i ncluded i n their drops three :-.nd 
two (respectively) p~rties or men from the Specinl .i'i.ir 
Service . These oen were to "create minor d->rmge to culverts 
and [to] nttcck dispntch riders , lone vehicles, etc ., 
allowing individual enemy to esc~pe end thus confirm by 
personnl contact the rumor of po.rntroop dropping" (Ibid) . 

62 . . The Cenad ia.n Army plcyed a passive , rother 
than an activei pnrt in the elaborate Cover Plan . The 
threat to the ~as de Cclnis was given strength by the 
movement of 2nd Conadinn Corps troops and elenents of 2 
Cdn Inf Div into the Kent area during J .. pril end May . 
(Yl. D., "G" Brc.nch , Main R.Q., 2 Cdn Corps , April 1944 : Appx 
105; W. D., "G" Branch, H. Q,., 2 Cdn Inf Div, April 1944: 
11.ppx 15) The training given these troops before l!lld after 
D Day intimated their possible use in the situation which 
the ' story ' of the Cover Plan attempted to build up in the 
mind of the enemy . At the se.me time, the troops were close 
enough to their real concentrntion areas that when they 
received word to embark for Normandy , there would be a 
minimum. of contusion. 

63. To give weight to the story that the 
Canadians in Kent were pert of a British- Americe.n- Canadien 
essoult force , Canadian signalmen, under the overall 
direction of C.S . O. Fi rst Cdn !.:rmy wer e to be 
employed in carr ying out the wir eless part of ' fleshing up ' 
the phantom army as described in the Cover Plan . A wi reless 
network designed ror this purpose was to commence op~rations 
on 24 Apr . (VI . D., C. S. 0 . Brnnch , E . Q. First Cdn -~--ray,, June 
1944: .i .. ppx 11, Operation "QUICKSILVER") Cnnadian s:.g!lalmen 
were responsible only for the Canadien "Armyn formt'tions in 
the Cover Plnn' s story , but worked in conjunction >vvi th 
their British nnd ft.meric~n counterparts (Ibid) . 
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( f) D Day , H Hour and Y ~Y 

64 . The great number of conflicting :fe.ctors which 
h~d to be considered before D !Xly and H Hour were finally 
determined are outlined in A. H. Q. Report No . 42 . (See 
section on "Considerations of Timing nnd Weather" ) . In 
generol the argument wus wnged by the Navy, li:rmy and Air 
Force over their ceparate oonsidero.tions of ti.me , weather, 
tides , daylight end da rkness . Meanwhile , those who had the 
responsibility of plc.nning for and administering the assnult 
forces while in the United Kingdom required some target 
d~te . On 5 Mer 44, therefore, the following instructions 
were issued ; 

l. Since D Da.y for the operations is not yet 
definitely fixed , confusion may arise from the 
designation , with reference to D Day , of dates 
by which preparations or phases of planning are 
to be completed . It is also in the interests of 
security to avoid a procedure whereby the date 
of D Duy may be compromised by being linked with 
preparations or measures the institution of which 
may be widely knmm. 

2 . The fixed date of 1 Jun 44 has therefore 
been selected and will be known as Y Day . 
Wherever possible reference will be made to dntes 
by which prepa.rctions of phases of planning ere 
to be instituted or compl eted in terms of Y Day, 
and not of D Do.y which its elf will later be 
notified in terms of Y Day. 

( (l!1B ) 969 . ( D22) : G. S. Memo 
entitled "Institution of Y 
Doy - Overlord ," War Office 
to G. H. Q. Home Forces , 5 Mar 44) 

65 . The selection of D Day* was ultil:lately the 
responsibility of the Supreme Oommander . His decision , 
naturally, would be based on the weather requirements o:f 
the three services . 1IB early as September 1943 , Headquarters 
21 Army Group had dra~ed a report showing that 
in June there would be a period of only a few dc.ys during 
the month which !ilight satisfy the conflicting demends of 
the three Services (A.H.Q. Report No . 42 , p . 175) . On 

*D Day was defined as the day on which the assaults 
were to be CQrried out . H Hour was to be the ti.me at which 
the first wave of landing creft should hit the beach. 
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the bo.sis of their minimum demo.nds 1 "the dates of 5 , 6 
and 7 June were all accept~ble ••• , but any postponement 
beyond these dates would have necessitated waiting until 
19 June fo~ a similar f~vorable tidel period" (Report of 
the Cl4Pr~m6 Commander ,,, a~ cit, p . 5) . Even this post­
poneµent ·wo\ild µav~ m~~nt accepting moonless conditions 
for the airborne drop . 

66 . Owing to the fact that times of high water 
varied widely on different beaches, the direction of 
the incoming tide being from West to East , the decision 
was taken to select five separate H Hours on any given 
D Dt.y . (Report by the Allied Naval Commander-in - Chief 
..!..!..!..J. 2J?. c i t , vol 1 ) . For Force "J '' and 3 Cdn Inf Div, 
a still more perplexing difficulty nrose . This situation 
is best described in the words of the Commodore commanding 
For ce "J": 

Last-minute i ntelligence • •• indicated that 
outlying rocks off NllN Sector dried 5 ft instead 
of 3 ft . · H Hour on this sector had ther efore to 
be about 30 minutes later than originally in­
tended , so as to ensure thct cra:ft cleared these 
rocks , o.nd o reduced margin of s cf ety was 
accepted between the beaching point and the 
obstc.cles . 

To effect this and to avoid too big an 
interval between the H Hours of the two neigh­
bor ing Assault Groups, the H Hour on MIKE Sector 
(J . l} was planned 10 minutes late and that on 
N.AN Sector (J . 2} 20 minutes late on the r emainder 
of Eastern Task Force •••• 

(Ibid , Vol 11, Re~ort by Naval 
Commande:r:.,_ Force J ") 

67 . The final decision as to D Day and H Hour 
was not made until 17 May and 5 Jun was selected , with 
postponement acceptable to 6 and 7 Jun (Report by the 
Supreme Commander •.•. Q.2 cit, p .. 4) . 

(g) The "Atlanti c Wall" 

68 . I.ate in 1941 the German High Command became 
increasingle aware of the pressing need to take coordinated 
defence measures against possible invasion in the West by 
Alli ed forces . Preliminary construction of coastal defences 
was on a local and i ndependent scale by area commander s , 
but "during the spring and summer of' 1942 some progress 
was made in converting the field defences into a network 
of strong- points and defended areas n (Hist Sec , Ji .E . ~., 
Report No . 36 , The Development of the Germ.an Defences in the 
Die e Sector 1 0- , P • • Y - , e growing 
mi t of t e Alli es , the severe German A:rmy loss es on the · 
Russian front and a greatly weakened Luftwa:ffe gave additional 
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weight to the idea of constructing a strong, integrated 
belt of fortifications along the coast of France . This 
••Atlantic Wall" , as it was called, received Hitler ' s close 
attention later in the yeer• At a meeting with his generals 
on 29 Sep 42, the Fuehrer admitted grave concern over the 
possibility of c ' Second Front ' in the west . He E!JlVe 
orders that construction of the "Atlantic Wall" must be 
increased and decreed the following order of priority: 

l . 
2 . 
3. 

4. 
5 . 

6 . 

Further strengthening of the U-boat bases, 
Work on the ports of c ell for convoys . 

Work on the harbours suitable for enemy 
landings . * 
Development of adjacent islands . 
Development of probable landing places on the 
open coastline . 
Developn.ent of the less likely landing places . 

((HS) 981 HC . ( Dl6): "Hitler ' s 
Speech on Construction of the 
Atlantic Wall", {Translated by 
Capt A. G. Steiger) , p . 4) 

69 -. During 1943 work on the "Atlantic Wall" went 
forward steadily. Towards the end of that year it be~o.me 
apparent to even the most optimistic that concrete bunkers 
and gun emplacements could not make up for the steady 
drain of German forces from France to the Eastern front . 
Thus , on 3 Nov 43 , Hitler directed that it was "no longer 
permissible that the west should be weakened so that other 
fronts should be strengthened" ( (HS) 981. 013 ( D44) : 
ttGerman Anti- Invasion .Measures , November 1943-Tuly 1944: 
Extracts f rom the War Diaries of the German 7th Army") . 
At the same time he insisted that "iron and concrete 
should be poured into the main defensive line with all the 
resources of the Todt organization, while the second position 
in the t'ields will be supplied by all available troops with 
all additional aids" (Ibid) . With the possibility of an 
invasion mounting each month as the .Allied naval 1 military 
and air force potentialities increased, Hitler decided to 
employ Field.-Marshal Rommel ' s abilities in the West .. Among 
other things , Rommel was ordered to undertake "the study 
of the defence preparedness of the coasts occupied by 
German forces , o.nd the submission of proposals therefore" 
(Hist Sec., .L H. Q., Report No . 40, German Defence Preparations 
in the West , p. 21) . 

*This presumably rerlected the Dieppe experience. 
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70. Although Rommel's recommendations were 
accepted , they would exceed Germany ' s industrial capacity if 
they were carried out in f'ull . Nevertheless , D.3.IIY of them 
were put in practice, and soon "in addition to the step- up 
in the mine-laYJ.ng programme ,* n number of partially 
mined tree trunk palisades were installed on the foreshore, 
fields of obstacles were created inland to interdict enemy 
lnndings from the air, and large areas were flooded or 
soaked in order to economize forces" (Ibid, p . 35). These 
and other mensures inaugurated by Rommel , together with the 
general increased activity und acceler ated pace of the 
construction work underway , did not escape the attention 
of the Allies . However , although these measures forced the 
Allied comm.nnders to make some changes in their t acticftl 
plans , their strntegy remained the same . Fortunately, 
the entry of Romm.el on the scene resulted in the enemy ' s 
tactical plnns changing also , and led ultimately to the 
Rommel- Rundstedt compromise, (See infrn, pnrns 412 ff) 

71~ By June 1944, the "Atlantic Wall" which the 
Allied forces must breach to gain entrance into "Festung 
Europa" was o very formidable barrier. Mined undersea 
obstacles, belts of minefields , concrete bunkers and thick­
walled gun emplacements , field defences of all descriptions , 
underground munitions and supply dumps, deep anti-tank 
ditches, mined roads and booby- trapped houses , heavy nava l 
guns , innumerable protected weapon pits , - - all these ond 
more were planned and integrated by engineers who had had 
the time and resources of a still powerf'ul nation nt their 
disposal . Supplementing this tarrier of steel and concrete 
was the English Channel , whose waters had served as on 
excellent "anti- tank ditch" for Britain in 1940- 41 , and 
which was now performing the same f'unction for ' Festung 
Europa ' . Nor was that all the 1Ulied assault troops had 
to fear , for inmediotely prior to the invasion the ~ ermans 
hnd almost completed their preparations to l aunch against 
the United Kingdom the first of their new secret weapons , 
the V- 1 "flying bomb". 

72. ~ early as the latter part of 1942 British 
agents had wo:rned the 1..llied commnnders that the enemy was 

*On 31 Jan 44 Rommel hod asked for the delivery of two 
million mines per month (Ibid , p . 34). This was quite 
beyond the power of the German economy to produce. However , 
c.lthough Rommel by no means received everything he asked , 
he used what he did get to good effect . (See A. H. Q. Report 
No . 40 in this respect ) 
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experi.clenting with a new type of rocket miss ile* at 
Peenemunde , an i sland on the Baltic coast . (Captain Norman 
Macmillan , The Royal Air Force in the World War (London , 
1950) , Vol iv, pp 175 ff ) 11. heavy and successful air attack 
against the chief experimental stntion at Peenemunde in 
l.i.llgust 1943 delayed production of the weapons for many 
months ; but by moving his exper imental s t at ion to Poland and 
by using underground f actories , the enemy 
was able to continue his work on the new weapon . 
Shortly art er this air r nid, evidence was gathered 
which indicated that Peenemunde was being used to 
tes t new miss iles - the long- rnnge rockets , or V;.. '2s . 

73 . The enemy began constructing l aunching 
platforms for the V- 1 weapons~"'* in the Pus de Calais nnd t he 
Cherbourg a r eas during the nutumn of 1943. (Leigh-Mallory , 
~cit , p. 53) "By the end of the year , 88 ' ski- sites ' 
had--i>een located nnd the exist ence of another 50 was suspectee.t:t 
((HS} C02. 011 (D68) : Air Chief Mnrshal Sir Roderick 
Hill , Air Operations by Air Defence of Great Britain and 
Fi hter Command in Connection With the German Fl in Bomb 
an . oc et ff'ensi ves 1 - 1 5 Supplement to The Lon on 
Gazette , 20 Oct 4 , p . 7 • In December 1943 the Air 
~rs al Oo.:uru::wding , Air Defence of Great Britain , was warned 

t o prepare his commc.nd for pilotless e.ircrc.rt attacks 
against the country on the scnle of ntwo missiles an hour 
from each of 100 s ites [beginning] in February, 1944° (Ibid} . 
On 5 Dec 43 , forces from the Allied Expeditionary Air Force 
and t he American Eighth Air Force began a seri es of bombing 

attacks on the ' ski- s ites' . "The oper at ions against these 
sit es [were] carried out under the titl e of 'Crossbow ' . o. , 0 

and were continued with such vigor os other commitments , for 
example "POINTBLJINK", would permit (Leigh-Mallory , 2.12. cit , p. 
53) . As the bombing off ensive began to achieve its purpose , 
the Air Ministry revised its estimc.te of the probable scale 
of attack and of the time it would be launched . Between 
5 Dec 43 nnd 6 Jun 44 , the Allied lu r Fordes dr opped a 
total of 21 , 483 tons of borabs on the ' ski- sites '; 8,291 
t ons on rocket sites and 1 , 627 tons on supply sites and 
dumps (Ibid , p . 54 ) . Although u great deal of damage 

*"The r ocket - bomb wes oper ationally handled by the Ger­
man Army , the :flying- boob by the Luftwaffe Flo.k regiment 155 
(W) . But in December 1943 the LIV A:rmy Corps was inst ructed 
t o control both weapons , under the Obercomnmndo der Wehrm.coht 
(Supreme Commander of the German Armed Forces) , or OJrN for 
short" (Macmillan , .2J2. cit , p . 17§.) . 

**The term "ski- sites " was given to the lnunching pla t ­
form of the pilot l ess nircr£-.ft "beca.us 0 on each site stood 
a number of buildings shaped like a ski laid on its aide . 
The buildings s eem to havo been meant to provide blast- proof 
shelt er for the missiles whil e they were being stored and 
s er viced" (Hill, .2J2. £!.i, p . 5587) . 



~­.... ....____ 

\ \ 

.. . ., .. '"' .... .... ... . ........... .,.,,,,· 

- 33 -

had been wrought , the enemy ' s reaction was to construct 
other sites 'twhich·were .more carefully hidden nnd harder 
to destroy" (Hill, .2.I?, cit, p. 5570) . Thus although the 
Air Forc es lessened the menace of the more i .mmedinte use 
of the ' secret ' wcnpons., the mennce st ill exist_ed and was a 
cause of considernblo concern to tho Allied Commanders .* 

74. During the early days of the threat, apparent-
ly the first official word on Germon rocket missiles to 
rench the Cnnndinn l'!Xmy ca.me at tho specific request of 
General McNcughton to the British War Devel opment Committee. 
On 24 MD.r 43 tho Co.m.m.ittce sent Genernl McNnughton o. note 
which str.t ed thl'.t there wr.ts tfrettson to suppose thr,t the 
Germnns may be develbping n we~pon ••· on the rocket 
principle .~~ by which up to 10 t orts of high ex~losiv e may 
be projected over a di stance up to 125 miles" · {(HS) 
215Cl . 98(Cl7J): "Enemy 'fleaEons" , Note from M.A. to D. C.I . G.S. 
to G. O.C.-in-C, 24 Mar 43) • ~here was little additional 
information available at the time , but the Committee 
believed the missiles would be used against lerge cities 
nnd thnt its manufacture would have Hitler's fU ll. support . 

75. During the sum.mer of 1943 additional 
.· information on German progress with the new weapon was .made 

uvnilabie to Corps , District and Divisional Commanders 
( Ibid , G. H. Q. • . H;one Forces to H. Q.., First Cdn J'i:rrny, 2 Jul 
4.,-Y:- Consequently., Cnnad~('\n formntions were wnrned t o "'tnke 
necessc.ry .meo.sures t o ensure thct nir defence schemes are 
overhauled, especially in regard to slit- trenches, rescue 
parties, first aid and anti- gas me~sures , particularly in 
quartering and concentration areas" (Ibid~ Memo, B. G. S. 
Fist Cdn Army to 1 and 2 Cdn Corps, 7 Jul 43) . 

76. As the evidence of enemy construction of 
large numbers of "ski- sites" in the · Pas de Calais and 
Cherbourg areas became more marked during the latter part 
of 1943, plans wer e laid by Canadian military authorit i es 
in London "to ensure the continuance of essential functions 

*No V- l ' s landed in the United Kingdom until a week 
a~er D Ihy, thus the capabilities of the V-1 could not be 
definitel y es t~blished . General Eisenhower wrote of these 
weapons l ater as follows: "··· If the German hnd s~eceeded 
in perfecting and using these new weapons six mo~ths earlier 
than he did , our invctsion of Europe would hove-· proved exceed­
ingly difficult, perhnps impossible . I feel . ·sure thc.t if 
he ho.d succeeded in using these weapons over a s'ix- month 
period , and pa.rticula.rly if he hnd ma,d.e the Portsmouth­
Southampton area one of his principal t argets, Overlord 
might have been written off" (Eisenhower , Crusade in 
Europe, 2J2. cit, p . 260}. 
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of CMHQ, for skel eton stnffs to work, eat ruid sleep in 
exist i ng ClJIQ shelter accn" if London should be subjected 
to bea.vy long rc.n6o r ocket or pilotless airorai't o.tto.ck " 
(( HS ) 312 . 016 (Dl) : "Exorcise "ROCK" , OMHQ Ops Instr No . 
1, 11 Feb 44) . The same plan (Exercise "ROCKr.) me.de 
arrangements for surplus CMHQ stcff to be cvecunted from 
the ~ren if the scnl e of ntt~ck warrant ed it {Ibid) . 

77 . Although normo.l precautions ware tcken by the 
military authorities to meet the threat of n German flying 
bomb or rockot attaok , those training r or the inv~sion were 
warned by H. Q. 21 Army Group , thnt "it is of great importance 
tha t the possibility of this form of nttack should not lend 
to diversion of effort from our offensive prepar::>.tions" 
{Ibid , 18 Aug 43) . Thus while Canadian He ~vy and Light 
Anti -Aircraft Regiments were prepnred to piay their po.rt in 
the over all A.A. def enc e for British cit i es should the rocket 
attcck mat erialize , the remain~er of the Canadian Army 
cn.rriod on its normal pursuits* (W.D., H. Q., 1 Cdn AA Bde, 
January 1944 ) • 

PREPARATIONS BY JRD CAN.ADI.Al~ INFANTRY DIVISION 

78 . During the lcng period of planning for the 
invasion of Europe , especially by COSSAC and later by 
SHAEF, the formations which were to take part in the assault 
were going through a process of training designed both to 
bring them to the highest pitch of efficiency in combined 
operations and to dcn:n~~trate the workability of the various 
phases and ideas in the invasion plan. The assault divi ­
sions of S0cond Rr:.ti ~h J... rm.y he d v.urying bo.okgrounds insofar 
as tr~ining and battle experience were concerned . The 50th 
(N) Divis ion , once a pa.rt of the B.E. F. in France in 1940 , 
arrived in the United Kingdom in November 1943 , having 
taken p~rt in the North African and Sicilicn campaigns . 
{See Ma jor Ewart W. Clay ' s The Path of the 50\h (London , 
1950)) . The 3rd (British) Division had c lso seen action 
in France with the B.E.F. in 1940, but since Dunkirk it 
had been kept in the United Kingdom. (See Normcn Scarfe ' s 
Assault Division (London , 1947) . The Jrd (Canadian) 
Division had ~s yet s een no action. 

79 . The pattern of training for the cross- Channel 

*For a more detailed history of civil and military 
precautions taken to counter the "V- 1" threat , see C. M.H. Q. 
Report No. 137 , Ene Air Attack and the Canadian Ax in 
the Unit ed Kingdom, 1 -1 : The V- ea ans ; and eneral 
Si r Frederick Pi le , ~Ao - hck : Britain s efence against 
.Air Attack During tho Second World War (LOndon , 1949 ). 
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attack by 3 Cdn Inf Div was very similar to that followed 
by the other assault divisions . The exception, of cours e , 
l_ies with 50 (N) Div Which st.·arteO. .its "NEPTUNE" training 
during the l atter part of 1943. However, early in 1944 
the brigades of 50 (N) Div "went for combined oper ational 
traini ng at the Combined Troining Centre at Invernry [sic] " 
(Clay, op cit , p. 229), and throughout April and May, the 
div.isioii'"s~edule of training conformed with that of the 
other assault divisions ( (HS) 969 (D36): "NEPTUNE"; 
Training Pro$rammes : Second .Army; Combined Training, 
Appendix "Att). Since space does not permit the full des­
cription of the t r c ining of all three assault forces, 
the description of 3 Cdn Inf Div's training below may be 
accepted ns po.rolleling th~t of tho others . 

(a) The Earlier Trninin 
Inclus on in 1 Britis 

its 

80 . The i nclusion of 3 Cdn Inf Div in the assault 
pho.se of "OVERLORD" had been decided upon nearly C:\ yea.r 
before tho operation . An eorly f orecast of its coming 
operntionol role i s to be found in a letter from Lt-Gen 
L.G.L. McNaughton1 G.O.C. -in- C., First Cdn Army , to the 
Commander , 1 Cdn Gorps . This letter, wr i ch is dated 3 
Jul 43, reads in part as follows: 

1. The 3 Cdn Div has been selected for assault 
training with a view to taking part in the a ssault 
in Operation 'Overlord'. The plan for this 
operation will not be avai l able for some 
months •••• It is intended that 1 Cdn Corps will 
be r esponsible for the training and operations of 
3 Cdn Div •••• 

.(( HS) , P.A. 1- 0-4-1: "Future 
Opera.tiona - 3 Cdn Div") 

81. Thus it was thnt 1 Cdn Corps provided the 
guidance :tor the assault training of the division thr ough 
its preliminary phases . At the so.me time the evolution 
which itA training Was to follow w~s · set forth in a memorandum 
-- Combiaed Ops Trg , 3 Cdn Inf Div* -- issued 
to that formation by H.~. 1 Cdn Corps on 8 Jul 43 (W.D. , 
G. s ., H.Q. 1 Cdn Corps, July 1943: Appx 12) . The training 

~'"This memorandum. was bosed upon a.n ' outltne of the 
trnining arrnngements ' which hnd been m~de in"'Qonsultntion 
with 21 hrmy Gp c.nd Combineij Opere tions H.Q. Thia outline 
wa.s appended to the l etter .'mentioned in par a 80~ 
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programme was to be divided into four stages . It will be 
sufficient here to describe these stages briefly and to 
indicate approximately the time- table followed . 

82. The first stage , preliminary training, w o.s 
to be carried out under the arrangements of the divisional 
commnnder , Maj - Gen R. F. L. Kellero It involved , first, a 
study of the principles of combined operntions , ond 
secondly , practice in embarkation and disembarkation, 
sca ling obstacles , clearance of minefields Qnd similar 
training. This was done through July and early August in 
Southern England wherever the units were located. To quote 
a r egimental history on this nctivity: 

Assault tra ining was stepped up and every 
cnmp pnrnde ground throughout Sussex became studded 
with mock- up Landing Crufts, Assault (LCA) and 
lrulding Crafts , Mochnnized , (LCM) . H. Q,. 7 Cnnn­
dion Infantry Brigade even went so far as to mnke 
all visitors onter the building by mecns of a 
scramble net . 

( Lt- Col R. M. Ross, The History of 
the 1st Battalion Cruneron High­
landers of Ott~wo. Totto.wn , 1946) , 
p . 31) 

83 . In addition, staffs of divisional ~nd 
brigade headquarters were engaged during August on a. 
preliminary plnnning exercise , known c.s "DIPPER", the theme 
of which was "an nssnult lnnding to secure the Port of 
Dieppe for use as o. bas e port for subsequent ops" lCom­
bined Ops Trg , 3 Cdn Inf Div . ) • Exercise "DIPPER", which 
made use of the nir photos , the relief model and the 
intelligence do.ta nvailcble as n result of the previous 
yea.r ' s ro.id, ±'epresents the first practice o.t plnnning in 
combined operations by the stnffs of the division . It 
contains too a significant indication of the method 
eventu.~lly to be employed in the divisional assault , for it 
cnlls for an initinl attack by two brigedes (7 Cdn Inf Bde 
on the right and 8 Cdn Inf Bdo on the lo~) with 9 Cdn Inf 
Bde in reserve . (W. D., G.S . , H. Q, . 3 Cdn Inf Div, imgust 
1943 : Appx 28 , Exercise "DIPPER" , 3 Cdn Inf Div o.o . 
No . 1 , 28 Aug 43} This grouping was to be followed 
invariably throughout the months of planning end tra ining 
which lny o.hecd . Its fire plan , moreover, shows in embryo 
those methods which culminated in "OVERLORD" for it includes 
not only the employment of warships and smnll nGv~l support 
craft but D.lso self- propelled field artillery firing from 
the sea (Ibid ) . Mention should be made , too , of the 
Combined Operntions Study Period held by 1 Cdn Corps, 
26-31 J"ul 43 , which hr.d likewis e cons idered "n suitable 
plan for an asso.ul t landing nnd attack" on Dieppe . General 
Crernr ' s vi ews on fire support in the ~sscult 2re contained 
in his rem:rks mnde ~t the conclusion of the study period . 
(Summing Up by Comd 1 Cdn Corps , copy appended to C.M. H.Q,. 
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Report No . 128) Very briefly , General Crerar emphasized 
the "absolute need for overwhelming fire support ••• to 
get tho assaulting forces on to , and through , the beach 
defences" (Ibid) . This weight of fire , he pr oposed , might 
be carried out by four successive waves or ~lights of 
era~ appr oaching tho bc~ches , each of the four flights 
cnpablc of lnying n pattern of fire on the benches at 
vc.ryi ng distc.nces from the shore . The fl,.ghts would engcge 
one.my beach dcf'ences when their guns c "'.Ille with:i.n range, 
those flights with tho longer range guns cllcwing the 
flights with the shorter rnnge guns t o -~.ss through them so 
that c crescendo of' fire would be le.id on the benches by 
t he ti::.c the flight carrying the cssnult troops landed 
{Ibid) . Although D Day operr.tions snw n different method 
empl oyed , the theme , i . e ., ~ drenching fire support for 
the ~ssault troops , was the same as the Gener a l proposed . 

84 . The second stnge , bcsio training , was 
designed to br ing the troops to grips with the actual 
mechanics of nss~ult lundi ngs. To this end , t r nining by 
brigade groups was carried out during August and September 
at the Combined Training Centres at Inveraray end Castle 
Towcrd . The wcr di~ry of one of the units attending the 
Centre ~t Castle Tow~rd gives ~ revee.ling picture of the 
tra ining . The unit , the North Nev~ Scotin Highlenders , 
n.rrived c.t the Centre on 4 Sep 43 . (W. D., Nth N. S. Highrs , 
September 1943) 1 day later , nll rnnks were engaged in the 
hard but efficient training given nt the Combined Tr aining 
Centre . On 7 Sep , the war di nrist wrote : 

This nfternoon all companies practiced swim­
ming i n full kit wearing Mae Wests under their 
equipment in the h~rbour . [sic] They embarked 
in Landing Craft Mechanized and ~oved npproximntely 
fifty yards awcy from shore c.nd then jumped off 
and swam in . Tho wc.ter wc.s very cold , some 
cstinmte of which could be formed by the various 
groans , mutterings , etc . Saveral of the boys 
hcd to be helped ashore aeinly because they 
could not swim and did not have full confidence in 
the Mne West . 

(ill£) 

85 . The following dny "o.11 companies carried 
out Dryshod training, ••• nsscult from dummy Lending 
Crn~ J..ssuult , scrcmbling nets , rope climbing, etc " (Ibid) . 
A week later the companies of the battalion wer e going_ 
through an exercise which "consisted of making an assault 
landing on e beach , with the support of twenty- five potlnders 
firing from Landing Cro.f't , Tnnk, end -;ire r aft lay ins smoke 
to cover the approach or the crc :rt to shore" (Ibid) . 
By 18 Sep the unit ns r whole was engaged on n scheme , the 
object of which "wc~s to exercise the reserve b ntt :ilion 
[of a brigade] in the breakthrough of n beach- head and to 
cr.pture l"'.Il importcnt objective [an nirfield] appr oximctely 
five miles inland " (~) . Eleven days later, the unit 
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was engaged in a. bri gade exercise . "The pur pose of this 
exerc i se was to practise the brigade in the establishing of 
a beech- head c.nd the c~pture of on C'irfield several miles 
inlnnd" (Ibid) . A few dnys after thi s exercise the unit 
left Castl'0T'Owcrd end other batta lions and brigades moved 
in to train in the same manner . 

86 . Tho opportunity thus to become POqu~inted 
with ' the peculiarities of combined ops ' wo.s not restricted 
to the inf~.ntry ; gunners ,* S~ppers r.nd otheBS in the division 
also underwent training in their own f'unctions . Thia 
stcge wa.s "basic training" only in the sense that it was 
CQrried out "without practice in t he fire fight or r ef to 
particular enemy dofs" (Combined Ops Trg , 3 Cdn Inf Div) . 

87. Tho third stage, cssnult training by brigade 
groups , wns ch~r~cterizad by increcscd ree.lism. It was 
carried out in tho Portsmouth .eroo. in conjunction with 
Force "J0 , and at times mode uso of actual fire support . 
Whi le 8 and 9 Cd.n Inf Bdes wer e still completing Stcge 2 
in Scotl~nd , 7 Cdn Inf Bde had nlreody begun its first 
tra i ning with the Nnv~l Assault Force early in September 
(W. D. , H. Q. 7 Cdn Inf Bdc , September 1943) . 

88. Tho f irst significc.nt mnnifestntion of the 
swift devel opment of the nsscult technique was Exercise 
"PIRATE"**, hel d at Studland Bay, 16-~l Oct. Although its 
centrnl theme was nn assnult by only one brig~de group, 
yet its brond scope fnr surpr.ssed even divisionnl resources& 
Plnnning was dona by c special staff detached from main 
di vision~.1 hor-.dqunrtcrs , ns wa s to be the onse in °0VERLORD" 
itself . The t1ro plnn comprehended the combined effort of 
nav:l , er~ ruiJ ~ir ~r.ms , subject to certcin s~fety res­
trictions . The assault phase wes carried out by 7 Cdn Inf 
Bde Group . The second phase , the build- up , was to be 
undertaken by the rcm~inder of tho divi s ion nnd its ottached 
troops (W. D. , G.s ., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div , September 1943 : 
Appx 23., 3 Cdn Inf Div O. O. No . 1 , 30 Sep 43) . npIRATE" 

*One of the artiller y r egiments taking part i n this 
training was the 14th Canadian Field Regiment . The regiment­
al historian wrote of t hi s period : "The training consisted 
of assault 10nding exercises . Drivers and gunner s were 
taught to lond and unlond guns o.nd vehicles an I..CT's nnd 
IST ' s . On two !..CT ' s , oight 25 Pdr guns were l ashed to the 
deck and put on lino by mc~..nz of two directors , the ZL being 
the r-..xis of the craft . The GPO on tho br idge \Ii. th the ship ' s 
co.mmn.nder fired tho guns on tergots as the ere.ft seiled in 
townrds Strone Point . The Inf'1ntr y l cnded our FOOs with 
them after the firing oenscd . This was new rnd interesting 
and ~11 r~nks took gr ent pri de in doing their best" (Lt 
G.E.M. Ruffee , The Histo)v of 14 Field Regimeut_,__.l9.LJJ)..::..l..9JU_ 
(.Amer stda.m, 1945) , p . 19 • 

* * For a .mor e dotcilod de script ion of .Exercise "PIRJ.TE" 
s ec .iL. H. Q. Report No . 42 , espoci~lly the section t'The 
Problem of Fir e Support : Exercise ' PIRld'E ' and the Graham 
Committee" . 
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nust bo conside~ed es t ho pattern in Diniaturc aft er which 
~11 l~t ~r a ssault cxcrcis~~ were fashioned . 

89 . It ::ight ~p]onr ~t first that tho ains of 
"PI::l ... T:i£ 11 wor e ovc r -ru:bitious . In view of its c..a.rly d::t c , 
it i s ha rdly t o bo wonder ed ut that it did not, in p~ctice , 

fully r ealize tho nu..J.orous ob j octs which hnc been set for 
it . Th: so e r e dot~ilcd in tho di vision~l r eport on tho 
exorcise. : 

{n) To oxe~ciso t h6 f orces of all three servicos 
in thoi r functions during a ne.j or conbined 
O)orc.ti.::m . 

(b) To oxorcise the o.:_barke.tion und t he ;1T :.,.rn 
R und Control Org:.niz ~.tion11 within tho 
Solont group of ~orts. 

(c ) T ox ~rciso ~ brig::do grouJ in th6 ess~ult 
on ~ he~vily defended bocch . 

(. ) To exe~ciso t he ~ .rcy c.nd ILF in the rapid 
construction and occu]ation of ~ .: .. .:. rfi eld . 

( .i D. , G. S . , H . .. . 3 Cdn Inf Div , 
NoveD.bar 1 94 3 : .1.·1..::i:1x l , "3 Cdn 
I ., f Div Re"Jort on Exercise 
"PI!L TE·' , 31 Oct 43 :1) 

Owing t o tho intervention of b .d wenth~r the Turn Round 
Contr• l ~nd Build-U Ph~se h~d t o be cnncelled entirely. 
?oor wec.thor ~-lso ·Jr Gvented a full t est of t ho co -ordin~tion 
of co1 t cin criticP..i Jhnsos of tho uir nnd surfcce bo:..:.b2rd:..:ent . 
Iroveover, t ho seaborne divisioncl crtillory bo~bardnent 
r ov:c.lcd c ort c.in dcficionci cs in oqui:_:>r.:ont r.nd training. 

90 . Nevertheless its li: ·.i tc.tions do not detr~ct 

fro.:-: t he essential inport~nc o of 0 PIR. .. TE" in t ho evolution 
of n ~rnctic~ble c.sscult ~le.n . 

In s_it e of li;it Qt ions on t he ~erfor~-=\.Ilce of 
seaborne ~rtillery and sup_orting airer~~ , 

ExeDcise 'PIR..~TZ' shvwed t he; t hG a ssault 
t echnique he.d r oc.ched on ndvc.nc e1 st~.ge of :>r epc.r ­
~tion f or 'N.C:?l'Ul\E ~ . - It wc.s obvious t hc.t 
furthe r tr~.ining :-.nd c arte.in _.1.odifications t o 
cquillllcnt wore necessary; but t he esscmt ifil prin ­
ci~los of the technique h~d boon tGstod ~nd 
: r~vcd s~tisf~ctory . 

(.u .• H. Q. RG]ort K0 . 42 , para. 32 9 ; sea 
also 3 Cdn I nf Div EQ1g_r,:t on 
Exorc ise 11PJ.LL-TE 11 , .QJ2_ cirr-

Thc ultir..nt e s ignificance o:f =1PIR."TEn wc.s that it t estGd 
f or t ho first tL .o the lGssons of DioJ)O . On 7 Jun 44 
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General Crcr nr stated that from the experience of Dieppe 
"omeread the technique o.nd t actics first domonstrated by 
the 3 Cdn Inf Div in 'PIRJl~TE ' exercises l ost October , nnd 
that this technique and these tnctics were those adopted 
for the vnst combined oper ation which took place yesterday" 
(C . M. H. Q,. Report No . 128 : Appx "B", Introduction t o Briefing 
of Officers , H.g. First Cdn Lrmy) . 

91. No single exercise c ould be expected to 
solve c.11 problems . 0 PIR.t.TE" wr.s f ollowed , t herefore , by 
a succession of similcr schem0s which it is not within the 
scope of this r eport to onUClercto in detcil . A double 
exor cise , "VIDI " nnd "PUSH", was designed to SlJ00d up and 
simplify pl 0nn ing , cspecinlly the nll otnent of shipping 
spcce ; to pr~ctiso 8 Cdn Inf Bde Group in en assault ; and 
to practise 9 Cdn Int' Bde Group nnd 27 Cdn l.rmd Regt in 
their now c.ccepted reserve role ( ·1 . D., G. S., H. Q, . 3 Cdn 
Inf Div, Oc -ober 1943: i1.ppx 31 , Instructions, Exercises 
"VIDI" nnd "PUSH", 31 Oct 43) . The exercise WC'.S mounted 
on 3 Dec 43 ; once agf-1.in bad wer!ther intervened and the 
R.A. F. could not take pnrt . Of the lesser exercises of 
this period , it is suff icient t o cite "OZONE" (29 to 30 
Jnn 44) ns nn exa.I?:ple of the thoroughness with which the 
plr.n wcs being worked out . A regiment~l his torir.n writes 
of this exer cise - s fo l lows : 

••• the r egiment , along with other units in 
3 Div , suppli ed some 250 men c.nd officers to 
carry out tests of sea- sickness r eaedies . This 
exercise , known as ' Ozone ', entailed the men 
boarding landing crnft mid cruis ing nbout the 
Cho.nnel, their reactions being observed and thr ee 
r r four different remedies being t aken . Oddly 
enough the M. O •••• who was o.long in the role 
of en observer was one of the most e.fi'ected nnd 
cl~im.s to this day thnt there is just no r emedy 
for sen- sickness . 

(Regimental History , 19 
CnnQdia.n }J'!Ily Field Regiment , 
RCA (Hollnnd , 1945) , p . 20) 

In the op1n1on of the division7.l modic~l authori ties , the 
exercise wc.s "not conclusive" (W.D., i hD .M. S. , 3 Cdn Inf 
Div, 31 Jcri 44) • 

92. During this third stl'.'.ge of training 3 Cdn 
Inf Div had been uncer the coomand successively of three 
higher formntions . In October, tho impending embnrkct ion 
of H . ~. 1 Cdn Corps for tho Mediterranean t heatre deprived 
the division of its guidn.nce . f..s an interim measure 3 Cdn 
Inf Div was plcced directly ~~der t he coo:onnd of First 
Cdn l.rmy on 13 Oct, 'thile r.t the same time 2 Cd.n Lrmd Bde 
ce.me under the cor:oo.nd of the division . (W. D. , G. S. , H. Q.. 
First Cdn i·~ny , October 1943: L.ppx 181", Messnge 05 , G ~lrst 
Cdn f.rny to G 1 Cdn Corps , 13 Oct 43) . L month later , 3 
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Cdn Inf Div (which now included 2 Cdn Armd Bde) was ploced 
under new direction , i f not ns yet command. This change 
wcs comm.unic~ted to the G. O.C. , 3 Cdn Inf Div , by General 
McNrughton on 12 Nov 43 : 

1 . Owing to t he deperturo of HQ 1 Cdn Corps and 
for the necessity of co- ordinr.ting the trg 
c.nd operati onal plruming for op OVERLORD, it 
hos been ngreed thnt operational direction 
and the trg relnted thereto for op OVERLORD 
will bo entrusted to the Comd 1 Brit Cor ps . 

2. In nccor dance with this decision , 3 Cdn Inf 
Div r s now constitu~0d will be associat ed 
with 1 Brit Corps for oner~tionAJ n ~~ection 

and trg rel~ted theret o for t he purpose of 
op OVERLORD only from 1 Dec 4) until re­
lensed by or ders of Senior Combnte.nt Officer 
Overserts . 3 Cdn Div will r emcin under comd 
First Cdn f:.Xcy for -.ll other purposes •••• 

{(HS) P . A. 1- 0- 4- 1 : »Future 
Operntions - 3 Cdn Div"} 

93 . The period of ' nssoci~tion ' l usted until 
30 Jc..n 41+ , on which d~to 3 Cdn Inf' Div was pl.'.lced under 
t he ~ctur l cornunnd of 1 British Cor ps for further tr~ining , 

operational plcnning, and eventurtlly operations themselves 
(C.M.a.q. fi l e 3/?P Old/1/1: Letter , Lt- Gen K. Stuart ? 
A/G. O.C.-in- c ., First Cdn i'>Xmy , to G. o.c ., 3 Cdn Inf Div , 
30 Jan 44) . 

(b) Divisional Planning ond Final Exercises 

94 . The finnl stage , collective assault traini ng , 
was carried out concurrently with l ater exercises on the 
brigade group 1evol . It may be scid t o begin about JO 
Jan 44 , for it wns nt thi s time that detniled planning was 
entered upon by the di vision . The rel~tionship between 
these "collective" exercises end the finnl divisioncl plan 
for "OVERLORD" i s very close . The exercises wer e , that i s, 
to be rehe~rs~ls , "carried out on the lending tnbles of the 
oper1tion , CTld to include , if possible , the actucl over­
heads t~king pc.rt in the opor~tior ·· (Source destr oyed , 
but quoted in Roport No . 147 as First Cdn Army file 
82- 4- 2/Trg: Directive , B. G. S., 1 Brit Corps , to 3 Cdn Inr 
Div , 6 Dec 43) . 

95 . Except for cnlculnt ions of requirements of 
/craft end shipping space , no pl~nning on the divisionnl 
l evel for the nctuc l assault w~s undert~ken prior to 
Jnnunry 1944 . Until thri.t time f ew of the divisional 
stnffs hnd had any o.cqu!'.intnnc e with f ncts of time ruid 
place -- facts which hencef orth were to be s hrouded by the 
code word "NEPTUNE". Froo 30 J nn to 24 Feb the pl nnning 
staff of H. Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div w~s qucrtor ed in Ashley Gnr dens , 
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London, to prepare a deiailed divisionnl plc.n . On 1 Feb 
44 the members of the st~ff were given an outline apprecia­
tion of the operation, together with intelligence sum.mc.ries 
end mo.ps . The G. o . c . o.nd the A. I ... & Q. M. G. held dnily 
conferences nnd each brrnch commenced to develop its plnn 
(W.D., H. Q. R.C .A., 3 Cdn Inf Div (Planning Stnff) , 30 Jan -
24 Feb 44) . Security becerae a najor problem; planning 
instructions emphasized the need for caution ~ even r emc.rking 

of n certain .raembor of Pc.rlinment thnt "the m/n MP at 
present oocupios n Flnt in this nre~ nnd is snid to be 
causing considerqble trouble by asking questions in the 
House with reference to this Planning Headqunrters " ((HS) 
23503. 016 (Dll): Planning Instructions , H. ~. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 
19 Jnn 44) . As n further security measure this activity 
wns to be described to tho curious as Exercise "<1-LITrER", 
in which "son.e elements" of divisional he&dquarters were 
taking pnrt . 

96 . Planning on the brigade level, known us 
Exercise "GOLD" , begcn cftcr r- week ' s postponenent a t 
H.M.S . Voctis , Cmves , Isle of Wight , on 6 Mar, lasting 
until 21 ii.pr • Ecc h brigade head q uc.rt ers sent there its 
planning sto~f , r etaining only a skeleton he~dquarters on 
the .mninlcnd . l...fter n preliminary discussion, the brignde 
commnnders submitted to the G.o.c. on 9 Mar on outline 
plan , on the b~sis of which deta iled arrangements could 
then be mnde 0'! .Ds ., H. Q, . 7, 8 and 9 Cdn Inf Edes, 9 Mar 
44) . On 13 Mar infantry bnttnlion com.menders were called in 
to be in~orraed of thoir respective brignde group plans 
(Ibid , 13 Mnr 44) . 

97 . The collective exercises which wer e to be 
b~sed on this plnnning consumed what little time remained 
to the now he~vily over taxed staffs . One of these reflects 
the urgent necessity for efficient communications . Exercis~ 

"SODAM'mT" was designed "to oxercise communications u.lu 
staffs of Force "J", 3rd Cunndinn Infantry Division and 
Royal Air Force in a divisionnl assault " ((BS) 21201 . (D76): 
Exercise "SOD.AMINT", Navnl o.o. No . 1 , 15 Feb 44). The 
exercise was held on 24 Feb at Bracklesham Bay. It was 
"of n skeleton nnture" with few nnvcl crnf't tnking pnrt , 
and the success of the exercise was to "depend upon the 
thoroughness in which messages [were ] transmitted end upon 
the sound imaginoti-0n used to 'paint ' the tao picture~ 
(W. D. ; H. Q. 8 Cdn Inf Bd.e , Feb 44: Appx 9, Exercise "SOD.b.­
MINT", 8 Cdn Inf Bde Exercise Instrs). 

98 . The appearance of new problems and the need 
-.o find solutions to them. frequently olrcumve11ted the aim 
of the planners to mount a full-sc~le reheursaJ. . Exercise 
"TROUSERS" exemplifies some of the difficulties enoountered . 
Prominent· amongst them was the .fire plan . Thus it was that 
'TROUSERS";~originally scheduled t o be a full - scale rehear­
s e l of the planning or Exercise "GOLD" • • • changed to a full 
scale fire sp with skeleton HQ down to an incl coys or 
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equivalent , participating" (W. D., H. Q,. 8 Cdn Inf Bde 
(Adv) , 21 Mar 44) . "TROUSERS", ns finally formulated , was 
intended to exercise For ce "J" in the passage , approach and 
nssnult landing and to exercise the divisional signal 
communications and fire support in the asseult . It was 
held at Slapton S~nds on 12 Apr. A r egimental historian 
describes the crea and exercise in pnrt : 

Exercise ' Trousers ' was curried out from 
Southampton and invol ved an ass~ult landing on 
Slapton Sands , on the South English Coast . 
Slupton Sands ••• resembled almost excctly the 
pl~ce where the renl nssault lending was to be 
made on the Continent . The contour of the 
shoreline , the t y pe of snnd , the depth of water , 
even the approucn inland was the same as the men 
were to confront Inter . To make it even mor~ 
realistic , German defences and t r nps were set up 
on the beach to conform to the defence system 
on that uart of the beach on the Continent. One 
of the officer s after D Day r0marked that the 
similarity lhBtween the two beaches ' shook him'. 

(The Histor~ of 13 Canadian 
i~e~d Reg~ment, RCA, 1940-
_.!±_, p . ) 

There was evidently some uncertainty as to the value of 
"TROUSERS": 

99. 
exerc i ses 
by enemy 
problem: 

The criticis!!J.S ••• are so conflicting that 
it is inpossible to discover whether the exercise 
was a success or not . We are of the opinion 
that the ar ty sp was s atisfactory. 

(W. D., H. Q,. R.C. A. (Adv) 7 3 Cdn Inf Div , 12 Apr 44 ) 

It should be noted here that these seabor ne 
off the coast of England C. t d not go unnoticed 

nnvc.l for ces . To quote .Admiral Ramsay on this 

It hud always been fGl t that the enemy 
might react when l nrge scnle exercises were 
curried out in the chnnnel . He did not do so 
until Ex:ercise "Tiger " , which was the final r e­
heo.rsa.l for Force "U", when during the night of 
27th/28th J:..pril three groups of E- Boa.ts penetrated 
the patrols covering Lyme Bay nnd delivered a 
successful attack on the lest convoy to sail to 
the exercise consisting of eight L. S. T. Two L. S . T. 
wer e .C!nnk o.nd one wus d arnaged and there was a 
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regrettable high l oss of life.* Naval defensive 
measures on this occnsion were uhdoubtedly on the 
wec.k side and this incident underlined the ne~d 
for every nvnilo.ble wc.rship and craft t o take part 
i n the opening phases of "Neptune" •••• 

(Ramsey , 2.1?. cit , p • 5112) 

Of the fino.l rehe~rs~.1 , Oper:ttion "FABIUS" (see below) , 
Rrunscy r emnrlsa : 

Eneny renction to ' Fabius ' was negl i gible , 
being conf i ned to nn circrnft nttnok on a des­
t r ofer i n one of the cover ing forces . That it was 
not greater , and indeed tha t no.val prepo.rntions 
pr oceeded with so l i ttle interruption must be 
lc.rgely attributed to the very high degree of Qir 
superiority achi eved in the months befor e D Iny. 

100. It is possibl e t o detect in these huge 
schemes , of which "TROUSERS" is only one exao.ple , n not e 
of disnppointnent th~t ~11 did not f'unction as planned . 
The tone of conf~~onco which pervndes the comr:ients on 
earlier exer cises seons l nr gely to hnve been lost . By May 
1944 ther e remained tioo for one nor e full - scale r ehear sal 
without fi r e support . This w-;s Exercise "FABIUS III",** 
held at Bra.ckleshn.m Bo.y on 4 May 44. Its gener a l theme , 
intention and .method , rmd oven the topogr~phy of the l ocnle 
selected , show cl enrly thr.t i t wns "bnsed on ' OVERLORD " ' 
(W. D., H. Q,. 8 Cdn Inf Bde t 21 Apr 44). But "FABIUS III" , 
like its predecessors , was dest i ned to have its shortcomings. 
One f nctor in particular once ng~in pr evented c full practice 
being .mounted -- the woather . There was something prophetic 
in this recurrent deterior~tion of the elements , ns if to 
warn cg~inst the expectati on of ide~l conditions in the 
oper ation its el f . Ini tic.lly , "Fl.BIDS III" we.s postponed 

*General Brcdl ey notes that t his attack resulted in 
"a loss of mor e then 700 .a.en" (Bradley, ~cit , p. 249). 

**"FABIUS III" wns but one of t he six parts of c. grand 
f i nnl r ehearso.l celled Exercise "Ffi.BIUS . "Fl.BIUS I " in­
volved Naval Force "0" nnd V Cor J?S U .S • . : ... ; "FABIUS II " in­
volved Naval Force "G" o.nd 50 (N) Div , and "Fil.BIDS IV" in­
volved Navnl Force "S" and 3 (Er iit) Div . Fifty- five squad­
rons of U. S. IX i.1.ir Forc e ~.nd the British Second Tactical 
lur Forc e were to t~ke p~rt in the exercise . ( (HS) 969 (Dl2 ) : 
"Exercise ' Fabi us ', Oper r.tions Orders nnd Instruct i ons " ) 
"FJU3IUS V i.t.Ild VI" were ''concerned only with practising the 
machinery for landing personnel and equipment in the Thames 
Estu<:.ry and East Coast Ports , nnd in the ' build- up ' of 
fol low- up troo~s end n~teri~l in the Southrunpton ond Ports­
mouth areas " (Ibid) . 
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t wenty-four hours , " l n ner ~t~ trop agit~e" (W . D., R de 
Chaud , 2 May 44) . Even when the exercise was finally hel d 
on 4 May , increasingly heRvy seas soon caused the naval 
authorities to cull a halt to off- load ingc (W . D., Hist 
Offr , 3 Cdn Inf Div , 4 May 44) . Its chief value was that it 
revealed .minor defects in the concentration and .raurshe.lling 
system, and provi ded practice for t he Beach Groups ( ( HS) 
21501 . 053 (Dl) : "Highlights of 1.1.dministration , First Cdn 
1..rmy") . " OVERLORD" was t o prove that t his exercise made 
fincl loading n snoother process o 

(c) 2 Cdn Armd Ede 

101. For nearly eibht months prior to the operntion , 
2 Cdn Armd Ede worked closely with 3 Cdn Inf Div , of which 
it had become temporarily e port . Its planning progrD.I!l!lle 
followed the s rune pattern ns those of the divisional 
infnntr y brigades . In Febru~ry 1944 Brigadier N. L. Gianelli 
( l e.ter succeeded ns brignde c onnr>.nder by Brigndi er R •. ! ... 
Wymn.n , D. s . o . , E. D. ) nttended Exercise nGLITTER" in London 
(W. D., H. Q,. 2 Cdn 11.r md Ede , 2- 22 Feb 44) . During Mnr"".h and 
April u bri gr.de plnnning stnff took po.rt in Exercise nGOLD" 
on t he Isle of Wi glt , which r.s we ho.ve s een was devoted to 

fl nnning on tho brigade l ovol (WoD. , H. Q,. 2 Cdn Lrnd Bde 
Adv) , l Mnr - 20 Apr 44) . 

102. Intensive amphibious training was carried 
out by the nrmour ed r eginents in conjunction with their 
respective infnntry brig~des . They participated , for 
example , in Exercises "TROUSERS" o.nd "Ff..:SIUS III". But 
this tra ining was linited by the shor tage of specinl Bquip­
ment required . In January tho headqucrters di nrist hnd 
been able to --sp_er.k of the "ten Sher!!lCn tunks which nt the 
moment nre the entire Sheroan strength of the brigade" 
(W. D., H. Q,. 2 Cdn Armd Bde , 23 Jo.n 44) . Nor did the 
situation improve r npidly, ns is clear from the following 
excerpt from the brignde report : 

For trg the bde was equipped with Rams (radi nl) 
o.nd Vo.lentines (di esel) . Op li.FVs were an assort ­
ment of Sherman III (d i esel) and Sherman V 
(Chrysler) . It wns intended to complete the 
changeover by the end of i'l.pr . The changeover wo.s 
not in fact completed until the end of May . 
Moreover the majority of tks r ec eived were f or 
fron un to date i n ess entia l modificntions . It 

was cnl3' thrmks to trojan work by unit fitters 
unu bde RC EME personnel , that the regts were able 
t o go into bnttle with more or less ' battle- worthy ' 
tks . 

((HS) 27502 . 013 (Dl ): "2 Cdn 11.rm.d 
Bde , Oper ation "OVERLORD", ~e 
Assault on the Beaches of Nor.filD.nd~ 6-

ll Ju: 44' ::1erec.fter referr ed to as 
2 Cdn 1..rillct Bde Report on 
Oper a tion "OVERLORDt' ) 
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103. The requirenents of the ~ssault phase 
necessitated complete r eorganization o~ 6 and 10 Cdn 11.rmd 
Regts (under the conoand , respectively, of 7 ~n~ 8 Cdn.Inf 
Edes). Two squadrons in each regiment were equipped with 
D.D. or swimming tanks (Shornnn v Duplex Drive amphibious 
tanks), * the third squadron rvtaining its norm~l Shermuns , 
including five Sha.r.onn Ve ( 17-pounder) • 27 Cdn .Arm.d Regt, 
under co.mm.and 9 Cdn Inf Bdc, comprised three normally con­
stituted squadrons, but with only tour Shermnn Ve per 
squadron. 

104 . The tr~ining of the Canadi an tnnkmen with 
the D.D. tnnk took pla.ce at Great Yarmouth under the over- all 
supervision of 79 (Frit) Ji.rod Div. -ii-* As the D.D. tank was 
on the secret list , full security neasures were taken. 
Mention of th~ training in war diaries and instructions 
refer only to "trg of a specia l nature" (W.D., H. Q,. 2 Cdn 
.Armd Ede r .h.ppx 9 , 2 Cdn l..rrid Ede t Trg Instr No 3) , and one 
unit djar:LSt , not wishing to mention even the plaue where 
train:tng wa.s held, writes of "Shangri- La , the scene of the 
sec,ret training" ( W . D., . 6 Cdn .1'..rad Regt, 30 Mor 44) . Even on 
e*eroises troops were wo.rned to r efer to the D.D. tanks only 
sril "leading flight " or "first wave" (W. D., S.D. & G. Highrs , 
April 1944: 11.pp:x: Z7, Directive from H. Q, . 3 Cdn Div 1 19 Jan 
44). 

105. A description of the D. D. tonks with which 
men of 6 and 10 Cdn Armd Regts tr.".lined during December 
1943 and the early months of 1944 is a.s follows: 

The Sherman D.D. Tank was an ordinary Sherm~~ 
to which flotation gear a.nd propellers were 
attached . The flotation gear consisted of ~ thick 
canvas screen ond n nt')lber of rubber pillnrs ~bout 
the size of an ordinary motor ty;o inner tube . The 
canvas screen was r aised by inflnt ing the rubber 
pi llars from two hott l os of c om:r:.ress ed ni r , which 
were strnpped to the hul l of the ' t Bnk . Tho screen 
wns then held in position by elbow- jointed struts 
which ho.d to be fixed and adjusted by the crew . 

*Officially, "DD (Duplex Drive) wns the nrune given to 
flotation equifment which, when fitted to n tank, renders it 
amphibious" ( HS) 171.009 (DJ): D.R. A.C. 's Monthly Liaison 
Letter No. 25) . This source gives a full description of the 
subject together with photographs of DD tanks in use. 

**For a detailed description of the D. D. t nnk training 
of 6 Cdn .Armd Regt see w.n., 6 Cdn Armd Regt, July 1944: 
Appx "A", "Special Memorandum on ' DD ' training of 6 Canadian 
Armoured Regiment" . 
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When the screen was thus raised and held in 
position the tank floated . When floating the 
top of the turret was about level with the sur ­
face of the water , having about three feet of 
canvas freeboard . 

The tank was driven through the water by 
two propellers , which were attached to the back 
of the huil , below the deck , and driven through 
a bevel box off tho tracks . 

Steerage was obtained by turning the pr o­
pellers (outboard principle ) . The tank wns nor­
mall y steer ed with o. tiller by the crew comm.under , 
who stood on a plutfor n behind the cupol a . The 
tank could 0~30 be staar ed by meano of a hydr aulic 
steering lever and a forn of periscope . The 
steering was not eas y and r equired consider able 
yractice . 

As the t r ncks wer e going round dr iving the 
propellers it foll owed that as soon as the tank 
touched ground (Touch- down , as it wns called ) the 
tank moved forward in the normal way. 

When in about five feet of water the Co.mmunder 
would get into his turret illld ho.nd over s teer ing 
to the dri ver . The driver would be or dered to 
break str uts , which was done by hydraulically 
operated plungers . These broke the elbow- joints 
and the air was then relensed from the pillar s 
by means of valves . The s oroen then fel l to the 
deck and the tank becO.l!le an nl most nor mal land 
tank . 

The three najor dangers to the Sher man D. D. 
Tank were : first , that the ccnvns scr een could 
easily become torn , which n ight co.use the tank 
to sink immedintely; second, that , whi lst afloat, 
the normal tank nrmo...~ents could not be f ired ; 
nnd , thi rd , that the commander had nor mally t o 
remain standing on his platform in a r ather 
exposed position until the tnnk ho.d r irJlllly touched 
down . 
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THE PL'.N OF THE iJ3S.L .. ULT BY 3RD Cli.NlillI.i.N 
INFLNTHY DIVISION 

Si tu veux etre heureux, 
Vos entre Cnen et Buyeux 

(Norman Proverb) 

106 . Certain details of the ~lun of 3 Cdn Inf 
Di v have o.lready emerged in the preced.: :ig remc.rks . By 
developing the pl an further , it is intended not only to 
illustrate the method of assault by Canndinn forces , but 
to shed lieht as well on the mei;ns enployed by all usscult 
di visions , especinlly those of Second . .lrmy. In like manner , 
the topography and eneny defences described may be taken 
ns typicel of the problens to be solved throughout the 
"NEPTUNE" nrea . 

107 . The source of most of the voluninous body 
of intelligence nvailable to planning staffs wns the Theatre 
Intelligence Section (T. I . S.). Originally formed under 
G. H.Q. Ho.me Forces t o study intelligence in Western Europe , 
T. I . S. c ru:ie in tine under the cornnQ!ld of SHJ~F. Its neny 
pertinent findings were published at first in weekly , and 
l~ter in daily, publications , together with reference ru::tps . 
( ns ort by tho Allied l'T ..... v.:-.1 Connan.:or - in- Chiof ~ • • , 
op ci , p . represen n ive se ection o~ ese puo-
Tic~tions is to be found in the files of ~. H.Q . Historical 
Section (Old file SHAEF/L/F) . 

(a ) Intel.l.igence : Topography 

108. The general area to be assaulted by 3 Cdn 
Inf Div lay within the agri cultural pl~in of Cnen . 
Specific~lly it consisted of two r egions : the Pays de 
Bessin*, a marshy clay plnin west of the River Seulles, 
the general outline of which ccn be traced by the incidence 
of the suffi:z: "en- bes sin n in plnce- nO.t:les ; and the Conpagne 

* ttBessin" is a Norman word referring to a Roman govern­
mental district around Bayeux. (Inforraation fron the French 
Em.bassy , London . ) Cf also ZFl- 1 (D Hist l ibrar y ), France , Vol . 
_!, Naval Intelligence Division , 1942. 



- 49 -
de Cuen, a region of limestone east of the Seulles . The 
chnr acter of this level c·ountryside is quit e distinct from 
the Norman Bocage to the ·Vfest o.nd South. 

109 . The beach sectors allotted to · 3 Cdn Inf Div 
have o.lrendy been identified as MIKE F.l.Il.d N:..N. (Supra , para 
27) These sectors lay on either side of the westorn 
breakw~ter at the mouth of the River Seulles . MIKE Sector, 
on the west, was 2100 yards in length and conteined two 
beaches, Green and Red . NliN Sector , being longer (5600 
yards), comprised three beaches, Green , White and Red (cf 
map at Appendix "G") . Exo.ct nap references of sectors and 
benches are given in A\ppendix 0 Att to R.C . i. .• ' 3 can Inf Div 
0 . 0 . No . 1 . 

110 . The character o~ the coastline across the 
divisionel front is sunmo.rized in one of the series of 
illustrated Landnark Data Sheets used by the pinnning stuffs 
(W. D. , 1 c . Scot R., June 1944: i ... ppx "li." ) . The sheet in 
question (LM/4250/?E;!'5) describes the entire s t retch of 
const ns shown on the !!111p of 1/50, 000 scale (G.S.G.S. 4250, 
sheet 7E/5 , Cr~UllY): 

Approaching the stretch of coast fron the sea 
at the east, or le:ft, is the village of Lion- sur­
Mer.... From this village n coastline of low 
cliffs backed by cultivated land ext ends west­
north-west po.st the villages of Petit En.fer •• • 
nnd Langrune- sur- Mer ••• to the lur~er seaside 
resort of St. Aubi n•sur-Mer ••• , 3~ niles west­
north- west of Lion-sur-Mer . From St . Aubin- sur­
Mer to Bernieres~sur-Mer • • • , o. distance of it 
n iles, the coast is low and sandy, dotted by 
numerous villas and su.raner houses . The low , flat 
coastline continues west for it miles to ~ne small 
port of Courseulles- sur- Mer ••• , readily dis­
tinguishable by the basins for snall shipping, 
and the broad ~eandering mouth of the La Seulles 
River . · From Bernieres-sur- Mer to Courseulles- sur­
Mer short groynes extend into the sea froo the 
sandy beach • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
The coast continues westwnrd without change in 
the low sandy shoreline . 2! miles west of Cour­
seulles-sur - Mer the hamlet of La Rivi ere is 
marked by a lighthouse and wireless mast •••• 

(Ibid) 

Inland , the countryside presented "an unbroken expanse of 
open, rolling cultivated land" {R.C.~. 3 Cdn Inf Div, 
o. o. No . 1, Int Sunraa.ry). In this cgricultural setting 
the q.ain villages were Revier s , Douvres ln Delivrunde and 
La Delivrande , each of not nore than 500 souls . In addition 
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there were "numerous small villages and hamlets surrounded 
by orchards and trees, some by stone walls" (Ibid). 

ill . Despite its natural simplicity and lack of 
pronounced con~iguration , however , the area presonted 
certain serious probler:s , chiefly affecting ease of movement . 
To begin with , there wer e only two existing exits from MIKE 
Sector beaches , and each of those would require wid ening 
and surfacing before it could be used by vehicles . Although 
N.AN Sector could show nine potential exits for vehicles , 
nearly all of them demanded surfncing or delilQlition of 
obstccles . Offshore , moreover , NAN Sector was mnrked by 
scattered rocky outcroppings ~d sc.nd flnts (Les Iles de 
Bernieres) which rendered the upproach dnngerous , except 
near high water . A sea-wall of 6 to 10 feet in height 
existed along most of NJiN Sector . MIKE Sector was more 
open, and the bench was b~cked by sand dunes . Additional 
exits could, of course , eventuc.lly be mo.de from tho fl~nking 
sectors , LOV:C and OBOE. Immediately behind the beaches 
there was ext ens ive inundation , in the form of soft , marshy 
ground which had not been drained . This made cross- country 
movement unsuitable for tracked vehicles . 

112. The road system generally , however , was 
satisfactory . Thero wos a anin laternl road nlong the 
cocst across the entire divisional front from Lu Riviere 
to Iuc- sur- Mer . n second l oteral rond joined Creully and 
IA Dclivro.n.de , about two c iles inland . The main inland 
routes , which wore hurd - surfucod , ron from Coursoulles 
and Longrune, to Caen , with numerous secondary roads 
connecting all villages (3 Cdn Inf Div 0 . 0 . No . 1, Int 
Summary) . 

113 . The divisional intelligence summaries contoin 
a quite r emarkable volume of information gathered from 
various sources . Included are detailed analyses of tidal 
properties , beach gradients , river depths and crossings , 
r ailway systems , etc ., all set down with uncanny accuracy 
and completeness . CQre:f'~l study of this material , supple­
mented by r eference to photographs (cf landmark Data Sheet 
cited above) , provided tho troops with an ~l!::!ost intinuto 
knowledge of the ground they were to traverse . Even the 
physical ~ppearance of the coastline becP.me familiar, so 
that the word of caution in one order seems superfluous : 

NOTE: From sea level on the approach , Bernieres , 
St . J ... u bin and Langrune all appear very 
similar o.nd have the same distinguishing 
feature -- a church spire . 

(R. C.A., 3 Cdn Inf Div O.O . No . 1, 
Int Summary) 

(b) Intelligence : Enemy Dispositions and Defences . 

ll4 . Before discussing the knowledge held of tho 
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enemy' s disposition and dofencos as it directly concerned 
3 Cdn Inf Div, it is worthwhile r oviewing ver y bri efl y his 
overall organizati on . I n this respect it is sufficient to 
quote General Hontgo.o.ery in pa.rt : 

The Ger nan comm~der in France and the Low 
Countries wns Field Mt>.rshal von Rundstedt ; his 
title wc.s Commnnder- in- Chief 1.'{est . Under his 
co.mme.nd were two J.U"JIJY Groups : tho l~gcr , coo­
pri sing mor e tho.Ii. two thirds of tho oper ational 
troops availcble , \l'lS li:rmy Group "B", co!!ll!landed 
by Fi el d Marshal Rom.mo! , which consisted of 
Seventh f:rr!JY (Normandy and Brittany} , Fifteenth 
i.roy (Pus de Cnl'1iS c.nd Flanders ) nnd 88 Corps 
(Rollend} . Rommel wns appointed t o this conoand 
in Febru~ry 1944 ct the direct instance of Hit l er . 
It was his first. oper ctiono.l co.mmend since he hnd 
le~ Tuni siQ , near ly a year previously. 

L:rmy Group "G", co.IIl.Clrulded by Blaskowi t z, hcd 
the First and N~neteonth :.rmies , stctioned on the 
Bisccy const end in the Rivier~ respectively. 

Ther e was n thir d headquarter s i n Fre.nc e of 
1.rny Group s t at us , cnll ed Panzer Group West under 
General Schweppenburg . It was r esponsible for 
the admini strati on and training of the Penzer 
formations while they wer e oper at i onall y under 
command of the other li:rmy Groups . 

(Montgomery , 2.E. ci t, p . 17) 

115 . It was est i mated that Fiel d Mnrshnl von 
Runds t edt had under his commnnd about sixty divis i ons* 
( (HS ) 215A21 . 023 (D7) : "21 1.:rmy Gp Weekly I nt el ligence 
Reviews (NEPTUNE )" , 28 Mo.y 44) . Of thi s number , 38 wer e 
Infr'.Iltr y Divi s i ons , three wer e Par achute Divis i ons , nine 
wer e Infantr y Tr aining Divisions , nine wer e Pc.nzer Divis i ons 
end one a. Panzer Gr enndier Di vision (Ibid ). :.J.l but tVlo 
or three of the Ger.mnn inf;ntry divisions wer e plotted by 
J.J.licd Intelligence r.s either nc.nning the const~l defences 
of the ' :~tlantic Well ' or being within a 20-nile r adius of 
the coast . So.o.e 10 to JO Diles behind the infti.ntr y l ine of 
defence were the c.rooured divisions whose dispositions r e­
flected the Ro:nel- von Rundstedt coopronise over the 

*" ••• or about one quar ter of the field for ce of t he 
Ger mr.n army" (Montgol!ler y , 21?. cit , p . 17 ) ; A nap showinB t he 
dispositi on of Ge.man di vi sIOnSTll France , Bel giun and Holland 
i s attached as Appendi x "I ". 
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strategy to be followed when the invQsion should come .* 
(See ~. H.~. Report No . 40 for fUrther int'ormntion on this 
compromise) . 

116. Allied Intelligence thought it quite pr obnble 
that there would be conflict between von Rundstedt and 
Rommel over the commnnd rnd control of the Ge.rm.an forces 
in the ~est , and that consequently this might lead to 
confusion coupled with rivnlry once the invasion was under­
wny . (This estimation proved lcter to be quite accurate.~ 
An Intelligence Fe 7iew rend in part ~ 

Although Rundst edt is Conmunder- in- Chief , 
it is becoming increas ingly a.ppurent thnt the 
somewhat elderl y infantry- man has handed over , 
or ho.s ho.d wrenched from him, the oommo.nd of the 
two l.rmies from Britteny to HoLlond an 1 that 
within this o.rea. the majority of the best Panzer 
divisions is o.sseobling. Rundstedt appears 
directly to command the Biscay and Medit er ranean 
i\r.I!Ues and to exercise o. general suzerainty only 
over t he younger c.nd nor e tnvored Field- Marsha l . 
What Geyr [General Schweppenburg] is doing it is 
difficult to see . Nominally Panzer Group West 
controls the armoured formations in France 
directl y under Rundstedt . Yet it is difficul t 
to see how, with the :m.jority of them in whet has 
becone so evidently Romn.el ' s spher e of influence, 
Geyr can be very much nore than a gener al who sees 
thnt the ar mour is ripe for o. battle in which it 
wiLl be comnanded by somebody else . Geyr is 
Rundstedt ' s tank nan , perhaps , before the advent 
of Romoel , intended by the Commander- in- Chier 
to figh~ the armoured battle for him.. But Hitler ' s 
Panzer protoge is unlikely to brook much inter­
ference and it is f nr more likely that Romm.el will 
be early at Caen and Bayeux, exercising a very 
personal comoand while Geyr be~ab.es to Rundstedt 
and Rommel sidetracks them both because of his 
favor with the .Ftthrer . 

(21 .il.rny Gp Weekly NM;june 
Review, 2E. cit , 4 44 ) 

*,·Jl important exception to the design of having the 
armoured divisions fairly well back of the infantr y was 
the location of the 21st Panzer Division , which the Intel­
l i gence Ren ew reports as "bes i des being the nearest [to 
the coast] t is the ~most obscure or the Panzer divisions " 
( 21 Mny 44} . 
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117~ It was with Rbmmel, or more specifically with 
the Seventh Army of Rommel• s Army Group "B", that the Allied 
assault forces would meet on D Duy . In the ''NEPTUNE" area 
itself , British and JUnerican troops were expected "to be 
confronted with three coastal and the makings of three 
layback infantry divisions r apidly supported by 21 Panzer 
Di vi sion ; and 12 SS Di vi sion should be on the s6ene so 
so~n as our Eastern boundary is evident" (~, .21 May 44) . 

118. The enti re front allotted to Second Army was 
held by 716 Infantry Di vi sion , wi th Headquarters i n Cuen . * 
This was a static format i on not distinguished by heroic 
tradit i on . It had been st ationed in France as ~art of the 
force of occupation until 17 Jul 41 , at which time it was 
ass i gned to defence duty on the west coast of t he Cher bourg 
peninsula. Earl y in 1942 716 Inr Div was moved to the Caen­
Carentan area of Normandy. Here it r emained until Mar ch 
i91 .. 1 , :.f1h0n it was concentratGd in the Caen urea . (Hist Sec , 
A. H.Q., Report No . 41, The Germnn Defences in the Courseulles­
st . Aubi n Area of 'the Normandy Coast , p . 2) Tlie f ollowi ng 
descri pti on of the di vi sion is taken from the int elligence 
summar y issued with 3 Cdn I nf Di v Operation Or der f or 
"OVERLORD" : 

This division , like others i n the 700 
series , is a low category division of two r egi­
ments of infantry and one r egiment of artillery 
(two fi el d and one medium battery) . All personnel 
are troined in ooast def ence a lthough the better 
trained have been transferred to fi eld divisions . 
The remnindor consis ts of young soldiers, men 
of older c l asses unfit for s erviee on the 
Easter n f r ont and men who have been wounded 
and are onl y s l ightly disabled . In compar ison 
wi th a first class field infantry division 
its fight i ng value has been a ssessed at 40% 
in a static role and 15% in a counter -
attack. The division should be up to 
strength in personne l (13 1 000) and equipment , 
and is probably over - strength as it has been 
reported that non-German s oldiers , Russians , 
Mongols~*etc have been s een in the divisional 
area ~~~ 

(3 Cdn Inf Div o.o . No . 1 , Int 
Summary) 

*A map showing the disposition of 716· Inf Di v and 
attached uni ts is at tached as Appendix "J'". 

** ' ' Allied I ntelli gence officers realized .. Rommel's concern 
. . over t hese non-German el ements. On 7 May 44 they Feported : "In 

his [ RommelT s ] more recent pr onouncement he bet rays t wo of t he 
ma j or worries of the German Con:nna.nd i n the West: Allied airborne 
operations and the moral e of the Gann.an defender s who have'eit her 
f ought t oo l ong in Russia or waited too long i n Fr ance ; or , wor se 
still, who are not German at al l and whose illlpure pul ses ther e­
for e may not qui cken as readi ly as that of a German who has been 
warned t hat t he cons equences of defeat outweigh t he unpl easant­
ness of . the coming battle " (21 Army; Gp Weeklz Intelligence · 
Review) ~ '?lie r eport ac.ntioues ! ·••To offset t he second worry, 
Rommel has depicted General Montgomery as a kil ler without mer cy, 
a porttayal far mor e r eveal ing of the Fiel d Marshal' s own fear s " 
(Ibi d) ,. 
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This was the division , then , which wos to oppose the 
British nnd Canadian landings in I.ewer Normandy. Its two 
inf::i.ntry reginents were disposed as follows : 726 Grenndier 
Regiment in the Bayeux nrea ; nnd 736 Gren~dier Regiment 
between Arromanches c.nd t.he River Orno. Tho latt er 
regiment , with which 1 Corps was to be concerned , was 
thought to hold its front with two ba.ttf' lions forward 
on the const and one in r eserve in the Cnen- Bieville a rea 
(Ibid). Ea.st of the Orne the ooastnl sector wo.s held by 
7Ir'ilif' Div (of Fifteenth la-my ) . 

119. But if 716 Inf Div was not counted a 
formidable opponent , the nobile reserves which would 
inevitably be rushed to the b~ttle-fie ld gave ccuse for 
greater concern . liel.ongst those listed ~s "~veilable for 
counter- o.ttnck on the b~achhead" were two 1nllOured for­
L.mtions with a. background of battle experience . The 
first of these the 21st Panzer Division, co!'lno.nded by 
Genero.lleutnant Edgar Feuchtinger. The division had 
been virtually destroyed in Tunisin and l at er reformed 
with young , well-trained troops (Ibid) . Stationed near 
Fo.laise , 21 Pz Div was considered to be able to nake the 
first German counter- attack against the Allies . The second 
was 12 SS Panzer Division (Hitler Jugend) , composed of 
former Hitl~r Youth of what, in another context , would be 
tender years , but with officers o.nd N.C. Os . who had seen 
active service. 12 SS Pz Div was located further east, 
near the Seine , so as to be able to deal with a landing on 
either side of thct river . (3 Cdn Inf Div o.o. No . 1) 

120. The first obstacles on the "OVERLORD" 
beaches were identifi ed on air cover in the ~iddle of 
February ((HS) 312. 009 (D50) : C. O. H •• Bulletin Y 3 , 
"Underwater Obstc.cles in Opernt1on ver ord • uno" area 
at first showed few beach obstacles , but in Murch 1944 a. 
not iceable increase in their nunber gnve rise to uneasiness . 
"Whereas originally there ho. d been a. single row , not very 
far below high wat ~ r, the nw:iber of rows was now increasing 
end , as most of the obstacles were brought round from a. 
neighboring estuary by barge or landing era~ , successive 
rows were plnced lower and lower down t ne beach" (Maj - Gen 
Sir John D. Inglis ; "The Wor k of the Royal Engineers in 
North- West Europe", R.u . s . I . Journal , May 1946 , p . 180) . 
This rnpid multiplication was thought, however, to represent 
not so much the eneny ' s awareness of the target area es 
part of a general defensive progra.r:ine ordered by Field 
Marshcl Rommel , that officer ' s recent inspection having 




