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R E P 0 R T NO . 53 

HISTORICAL SECTION (G. S. ) 

ARMY HEADQ.UARTERS 

11 Jun 52 

Canadian Organization in Theatres of Op eration~ 1939 - 1945 

1. The duties of the Adjutant-General ' s Branch 

in administering a field force demand the collection and 

compilation of detailed statistical information which can 

only be carried out at a fixed centre . Broadly speaking 

~ll questions of administrative policy ar e decided by 1st 

Echelon at Genera l Headqua rters, while the actual arrange­

ments for translating the policy into action ar e carried 

out by an office at the base t ermed 2nd Echel on. The 

Officer-in-Charge of 2nd Echel on (02E) is authorized to 

communicate directly with off icers commanding troops, who 

supply him with the information he r equires to a dminister 

all units in the fi eld and e~ch soldier a s an individua l . 

(Field s ervice Regulations, 1930, vol 1, pp 46-47) 

IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 

2 . Initially, with but one division overseas, 

a Canadian 1st Echelon to formu l 3te policy w~ s not r equired; 

as later forma tions arrived , Canadi an Military Headquarters 

undertook tha t r esponsibility for Canadi an troops in tho 

United Kingdom. To take care of detailed a dministration, 

however, nine officers and 27 other ranks were s ent to 

England in December 1939 a s the nucleus of a Canadi an Section, 

General Headquarters, 2nd Echel on. Major J .R. Roche, Deputy 
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Assistant Adjutant-Gener al (D. A.A. G. ) , w~s in charge . ~ 

Their fi r st task w~s to aid in establishing the Records 

• Office of Canadian Military Headquarters , to which they 

were attached until May 1940. (W. D. , Cdn Sec G.H . ~ . 2 Ech, 

May 1940) For a time it was thought desirable to amalgamate 

these two offices , or to site the Canadian Section near 

the British 2nd Echelon at Margate , Kent . The plan 

tentatively agreed upon , however , was to leave certain 

details alongside the Records Office at Acton, Middles ex, 

an~ s end the D.A.A. G. to Fr~nce together with the 

Reinforcement , Casualties and Statistical Sections in order 

that they might function near the British Base Reinforcement 

Depots, then at Rouen. (O .M.H. Q,. file 6/2Ech HQ BAOR/1: 

Crerar to H. Q,. 1 Cdn Div, 10 May 40) . The first site 

selected was at St. Valery- en-Caux , while in June an advance 

party under Captain M.s . Dunn ~ctually took over two houses 

at Pornechet, near St . Nazaire , but on the withdrawal of the 

British Expeditionary Force the h~ndful of Canadians wa s 

hastily evacuated. (W. D., Cdn Sec G.H. Q. 2 Ech, May~June 

1940, appendices l ~nd 2) Th~t summer the British G. H. Q. 

2nd Echelon moved fr om Marg~te to Weston--supar-Mare and in 

September the Canadian 3ection settled at Fa rnham, Surrey, 

l eaving at Acton only the sub-section concerned with the 

collection of War Diaries . (C . M. H.Q,. file 6/2 Ech HQ, 

BAORfi/2) : O.M. H. Q,. to Cdn Sec G.H . ~. 2 Ech , 9 Sep 40) 

With the arrival of additional divisions 

from Canada , the work of the Canadian Section G.H. Q. 2nd 

Echelon grew enormously and its establishment of personnel 

increased proportion8tely .* Some idea of the many functions 

performed may be obt~ined from the titles of its various 

*In September 1941 Colonel A. L. Brown, V. D., became 
Offi cer- in-Char ge . In June 1944 he resumed his appointment 
as Offi cer-in-Char ge of Records .~t Canadian Mili t i:iry 
Headquarters , London . 



- 3 -

sub-sections : Coorqinative, Administration (internal), 

Organization, Reinforcement, Statistics and Establishments, 

War Diari~s, dentral Registry, Personal Services, Records 

and Part I I Orders, Casualties and Effects, Posting and 

Transfer, Discipline and Pay , and Liaison with the British 

2nd Echelon. One of the most exacting t asks wns the 

publication of regimental or Part II Orders - those which 

affect a soldier ' s pay, service or documents. As 2nd 

Echelon performed this work for all field units, its 

establishment provided for a sergeant clerk from each 

r egiment of armour and ~rtillery and each infantry battalion 

while other arms and services had similar r epresentat i on 

on the basis of one· clerk for every 600 all ranks. (War 

Establishment Cdn III/2/2 effective 1 Oct 42) 

IN THE MEDITERRANEAN THEA'IRE 

4. The dispatch of Canudian troops to the 

Medi te,rr a.ne3.n in 1943 necessita ted the formation overseas 

of a new unit, originally design~ted Canadian Section G.H.Q,. 

2nd Echelon - Type "B11 • La ter the suffix was a ltered to 

"North Africa", then to "A.A. I ." on arrival i n Italy , and 

finally to "A.F.H. Q,. 11 • Under command of Lt-Col v.s .c. 
Mcclenaghan , M.C., E.D. , this unit sailed for Algeria at 

the same time as the 1st Canadian Infantry Division left 

for Sicily. To avoid loss of essential documents such as 

individual Records of Service {MFsM 4), duplica te copies 

travelled with a sepa rate party on another ship in the 

same convoy. (W. D., Cdn Sec G.H. Q,. 2 Ech A.A. I . , 2 Jun 43 

and appx 1.5)' In this instance all documents arrived saf ely , 

but , on a l ater occ~sion when troops of the lst Canadia n 

Corps were proceeding from the United Kingdom to Italy, 

the troopship "Santa Elena" wa s sunk by aeri al torpedo 
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bombers a nd carr i ed down with it all MFsM 4. This loss 

resulted in the creation of "shadow" documents conta ining 

the minimum of essential information suoh ·.is r ank and pay 

of individu~ ls . ((H . S . ) 200 A5 . 0a9 (Dl) : Historica l 

Material , Cdn Sec 2 Eoh A . F .H . ~. , vol l , p . 11) 

5. The Canadian Section was loca t ed with the 

Bri tish 2nd Echelon in North Afric~ a t Philippcvi l le until 

Decemb er 1943 , when it moved via Cas er t a to Avell ino to 

join a detachment which hcd sailed from the United Kingdom 

to Italy with the 1st Can..~di~n Corps .* There it was the 

next-door neighbour of ell Canadian r einrorcement be t talions 

a t the base and was within an hour ' s drive fr om the city 

of Naple s , the principal s eaport used by the Allies f or 

the movement of personnel . College buildings pr oviae1 

excellent accommodation - an important factor in clerica l 

eff iciency . (Ibid , p . 1) 

6. Originally , there h~d been authori zed for the 

Canadian troops in the Mediterranean thea tre a B3.se Rein­

forcement Depot consisting of a He~iqu&r ters and f our 

ba ttalions , each desi gned to hold 1500 a l l r anks . Of 

these, Nos . 1 and 2 Ba ttalions wer e to hol d infantr y 

r einforcements, No . 3 B~ tt~lion w~s t o hold those of 

other corps , and No . 4 Ba ttalion a proportion of r einforce­

ments f or all . (War Establishment Cdn 1v/78c/1 , 21 M&y 43 , 

copy on C.M. H. Q. . fil e 6/CBRD/l) Thus , the comparatively 

small Co.nadian force which SEtiled for Sicily wa s pr ovided. 

wi t h some 6000 reinforcements . This figur e , wh i ch 

r epresented two months ' wa stAge At "intense" r o tes , had 

*The Br itish G. H. Q. 2nd Echelon did not move t o Ital y 
until the summer of 1944, when Alli ad Force Headquarters 
moved from North Africa to Caserta~ Italy. (Histor y of 
A. F .H. Q. , Par t III , Section 2 , P . ~00) 
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been pl :. c-~d :leliber ately high by Gener al McNaughton in order 

that battle casualtie s might bo r e turncJ to the United 

Kingdom 0 to educa t e other Canadi an troops in ba ttle craft". 

( C.M.H. Q,. file 3/sicily/i/2: Memo of conversa tion , Gener a l 

McNaughton - Gener a l Nye , 12 Jun da t ed 14 Jun 43) On Gener a l 

Simonds pro testing a gainst hi s division being consider ed 

as a "battle school", however, he was assured that a certa i n 

number of r ecoverable ca su~ltie s would be r e turned t o him. 

{Ibid: Simonds to Montague , 4 Jun , and r eply , 16 Jun 43) 

'1 . Accomp anied by a liaison detachment of 

Ca nadian 2nd Echelon , No . 4 Ba t talion s~iled f r om Scotland 

with the " follow up " convoy of the invasion fl eet a nd dis­

embarked in Sicily on D plus three . (W.D. , 4 CoB .R.Bn , 

13 Jul 43) Both the War Office and Allied Force Hea d­

quarters (General Eisenhower ' s) had r a ised obj ections t o 

l anding so many reinforcements so close ly behind the 

assault troops , but Genera ls Simonds and Montague insisted 

on ensuring their immediate availability . ( O.M.H. Q. file 

3/Sici1y/1/2: Tel AC 6, Tow to Canmilitry , 2 Jun , and 

Montague t o Wa r Office , 3 Jun 43) No . 4 Ba ttalion thus 

became, in effect , a n Adv~nccd Reinf orcement Ba tta lion. 

8. Mc~nwhilc , the o t her components of No. l 

Base Reinforcement Depo t under comMa nd of Col one l G~ Hedley 

Basher , E. D., proceeded t o North Africa ~nd esteblished 

themselves in Cork For est , near Philippeville , (W.D., HeQ~ 

1 C. B. R. D., 10 Jul 43) There was so mu ch del ay in 

obtaining onward pa ssage , however, that when the firs t lot 

of Ca nadian reinforcements (800 ) eventually l eft ther e on 

5 August the fight f or the isl~nd had a lmost ended. (W . D., 

Cdn Sec G.H. Q,. 1 Ech A.A. I ., 5 .'a.ug 43) One thousand wer e 

s ent from North Africa in the l a tt er part of 'mgust , but 



.... 6 -

shipping could not be found for any more until 1200 were 

sent across on 1.5 October . Another 1600 were landed at 

Taranto on 6 November , by which time it had been deci ded 

to concentrate all Canadian reinforcement battalions in 

Italy . {{H. S.) 224Cl.001 {Dl): Beamcnt to Crerar, 6 Nov 43) 

9. The decision to send the 1st Canadian Corps 

and .5th Canadian Armoured Di vision to I .taly necessitated 

the organization of a second B~se Reinforcement Depot of 

four battalions . To control both Depots and other base 

units, there was Rlso formed Headquarters No . l Base 

Reinforcement Group . Under command of Brigadier E. W. 

Haldenby,* this Headquarters travelled from the United 

Kingdom with No • .5 Battalion and part of No . 6 Battalion 

aboard the ill ..... fated "Santa Elena". After a dramatic 

rescue at sea , their personnel were safely landed at Nap.l e s 

on 10 November . (W . D., l C. B.R . G. , 6--10 Nov 43 ) Although 

Headqu~rters No . 2 Base Reinforcement Depot also proceeded 

directly to Italy , Nos . 7 and 8 Battclions spent a month 

near Algiers en route. 

10. By January the entire Canadian Base Reinforce-

ment Group, less No . 4 Battalion, had been brought together 

in the Avellino area . While No . l Depot controlled tho 

first three batta lions, all holding infantry reinforcements 

on a territorial basis, No . 2 Depot held those of other 

arms . There were eight companies in No • .5 Battalion , a ll 

others having but five comp~nios . In the allotment of 

duties, No . 8 Battalion was designated to operate a Non­

Effective Transit Wing, whi~e No . 4 Battnlion continued its 

*Command of No. l Base Reinforcement Group passed to 
Brigadier TaGa Gibson in November 1944 and in February 194.5 
to Colonel S.A. Lee , M. C. 
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role of ~n Advanced Reinforcement Base. (Ibid, appx 4) 

11. It was usual for No . 4 Battalion to maintain 

certain of its companies far forward. These contained 

infantry reinforcements principally , together with a few 

of the more common types of tradesmen and specia lists such 

as cooks and qualified drivers . ~lthough a small pool 

was also kept at No . 4 Battalion, highly skilled tradesmen 

were ,genera lly obtained specially from the main base at 

Avellino . This wa s found to be a considerable improvement 

over the previously existing practice of trying to keep a 

complete cross-section at each stage in the reinforcement 

stream, a system which h3d resulted in skilled craftsmen 

being tied up for long periods without any opportunity of 

being refreshed in their t r ades . It also proved t o be 

most advantageous to keep reinforcements under a definite 

commander who was responsible for their administration and 

movement at all times . In general, the policy was to keep 

those reinforcement units which were located towards the 

front filled up automatically in the same manner as was 

done in the case of ammunition. ((H . S. ) 224Cl . 00l(Dl) : 

Beament to Senior Officer c.M.H.Q,. and G.o .c. 1 Cdn Corps, 

18 Dec 43) Convoys bearing Canadia n reinforcements arrived 

from the United Kingdom at regular intervals of approximately 

one month , while medical establishments poured large numbers 

back into the stream. 

12 . In an effort to improve conditions of 

accommodation and training during a period of static 

warfare , No . 4 Battalion was brought back to Avellino in 

March 1944 and for a time reinforcements proceeded directly 

from the b~se to units via corps and divisional transit 

camps. ((H. S. ) 215Cl . 019(D2) ; Cr erar to Burns, 11 Mar 44) 
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When the lines of communication again exp~nded , however , 

No . 4 Battalion resumed its functions in an intermediate 

location and these camps reverted to their role of trsnsit 

establishments. (W. D. , Cdn Sec G.H. Q. 1 Ech A.A. I . , 

April 1944 , appx 8: Minutes of a Conference on Rf ts held 

28 Apr 44) 

13. Initially, the units at the base had bean 

designed to hold and f orward reinforcements r &ther than 

to train them, except in the limited sense of maintaining 

a standard. Throughout 1944, however , incre~sing cttention 

W'3.S paid to a broader ond more ambitious tra ining policy 

made necessary by the arrival of partially trained 

reinforcements from the United Kingdom and a programme or 

r emusteri ng to infantrr . In July No . 1 Depot set up a 

school at Vol t urar a to provide refr esher and specia l ist 

- courses for i nf antrymen ; l a t er it took care of l arge 

number s of remus tered pe rsonnel . Specialist training for 

other arms and the services was a chieved to a great extent 

thr ough close co-operati on vrlth British oatublishments in 

the theatre , pa r ticularly with tho Roya l Armoured Corps 

and Royal Artillery Depots . ( (H . S . ) 159 . 7 (Dl) : "Training 

History, 1 C.B.R. G. ") 

14. The executive work performed by the Canadian 

2nd Echelon in connection with reinforcement s and other 

administrative matters implemented the policy and 

instructions of a hi gher organization known as Canadian 

Section G.H. Q. l s t Echelon. The functions of the latter 

were to advise the principal British staff officers 

concer ned in rela tion to differences between Canadian and 

Br itish practice , and to act as a liaison element between 

Canadian Military He~dquarters in London , or the Canadi a n 
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Commander in the Field , and the British Commander- ic- Chief . 

{Cdn Sec G.H. Q. l Ech , June 1943 , appx 4: Record of 

meeting at A. F. H. Q., 10 May 43) The need for such an 

organization did not arise until Canadians were included 

in the order of battle for the Sicilian invasion , when a 

Canadian Section 1st Echelon in North Africa became 

attached to General Alexander's Headquarters 15th Army 

Group . 

15. The disp~ tch of the 1st Canadian Corps to 

the Mediterranean tow~rds the end of 1943 necessitated an 

enlarged Ccnndian 1st Echelon, a lthough a t that ti.me 

Headqu~ters 15th Army Group was being reduced largely to 

an operational General Staff basis . The burden of admin­

istrative work in Italy w~s to be carr ied by a new est­

ablishment under Major- General Sir Brian H. Robertson 

which was in eff ec t an advance d clement of Allied Force 

Headqu~r tors, then a t Algiers under Gener al Eisenhower , 

but to have split the CP.nadian org~nizetion be tween them 

would obviously have been unsound . (C .M.H. Q.. file 6/1 

Ech A.F .H. Q. /1 : Montague to War Office , 20 Oct 43) 

Mor eover , legal action had baen t aken to place the C~nadinn 

t r oops "in combination" with tho British forces only , not . . 
with the Americans . (C .M. H. Q. file 3/Timbcrwo1r/1 : Or der 

of Detail No . 8 , 20 Oct 43) 

16 . It was the r efore decided thn t the C-inadian 

Section 1st Echelon would remain the channel for all liaison 

nnd communications, ~nd Canadian administr'ltion e.nd purely 

Canndi~n m~tters , ~nd would rema in attached to tho C3neral 

Officer Commanding-in-Chief 15th Army Group (General Sir 

Harol d Alexender) , the senior British off icer . Its ac tual 

locution, however , was to be ~t Naples with the A .F .H. ~. 

Advanced .Administrative Echelon under General Robertson. 
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Contact with the 1st Canadian Corps and 15th Army Group 

was to be made through frequent visits by staff and senior 

officers inste~1 of by a permanent liaison de t~chment . 

(C .M.H. Q,. file 6/1 Ech A. F. H. Q,. / l : War Office to C .1~ . H . Q. ., 

19 Nov 43) On the other hand , matters such as the 

provision of equipment for the Canadian forces necessitatcc 

tho r etenti on of an able reprcsent~tive at ~ llicu Force 

Hc~~qu&rter s . Consequ~ntly Brig~dier N.B. MacDonald held 

an appointment in Algiers as Assista.nt Deputy Q,uartermaster­

General (Liaison) for the Canadian Section G. H. Q. 1st 

Echelon. (C .M.H. Q. file 3/Timberwo1r/1 : Tel 2078 , Crerar 

to McNaughton , 25 Oct ; memo to D . ~.M. G., 27 Oct 43) 

l? . On the 15th Army Group becoming known as 

the Allied Armies in Italy, the formal designation was 

alter ed ( eff ect ive 7 Mar 44) to "Canadiun Sec tion G.H. Q, . 

l Echelon J .. . A. I .". Originally the S~nior Officer had been 

Ltr-Col D.K. Tow, who under the enl arged es tablishment 

became Colonel i n Ch~rgo of Administration. The appointment 

of Off icer-in-Charge W!lS he ld successively by Brigadier 

A.W. Beament, V. D. , Bri gadier E. G. Weeks, H. C. , M.M. , 

Brigadier W. G.H. Roaf , O. B . E. : E. D., and Briga.iier J .. c. 

Stewart , C.B. E., D. s . o . tllthough officers of all threo 

branches formed the staff , it w11s predominantly an ~djutant­

General ' s section since it wes in 11..'. 11 , or administr 'ltive 

matters , that Cenadinn end British practice differ ed most 

widely. "A" Services represented include.J. Medical , Dental , 

Regimental Funds Bourd , Legal, Auxiliary Services , ~nu 

Educa tion . In addition , there was e small quota of offi cers 

of the Q,uar termaster-Gener al or "Q," Services such as 

Engineer Works , Movements , Supply nnd Transport , OrdPanoe , . . 
and Postal . (War Establishment CJn IIIl2B/4 effecti~e 

l Feb 44) Public Relations, fl. Gener r.il St~ff or "G" 
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responsibility in the Canadian f.:rmy, also formed part of 

1st Echelon for a time but l!itor bcc""mc a separate unit 

in Italy . 

18. Shortly after the f<.\ll of Rome the Canadian 

lat Echelon moved there from Nnples , vtlilo 2nd Echelon 

remained at ~vellino. The ~rrnngcmcnt whereby these two 

Sections reo~ineJ accrc:!itcd to the more forward form.-:ition 

rather than to Allied Forco Be~dquarters continued until 

the end of 1944 , when General :1.1cxanc!er succeeded Gener:ll 

Sir Henry Maitland Wilson as Supremo Comm~njer in the 

Medi terr?.nean . * An tuneri c-in, Gcnor-il Mark W. Clark, took 

comm~nd of the Allied Armies in Italy ( once more designated 

15th Army Group) , but his he~Jquorters functioned on an 

operational basis with only & small administrative element . 

In keeping with these changes , tho official designations 

. thus became r e spectivel y " Canadian Section 1st Echelon , 

A. F .H. Q,.", and "Canadian Section 2nd Echelon , A. F .H. Q, ." 

(C . M. H. Q,. file 3/cdn Army/1 : Montague to A. C. I . G. S. (0) , 

14 Feb 45 . See also G. O. 156/45 effective 1 Jan 45) When 

the 1st Canadian Corps departed for North- West Europe small 

parties of both Sections remained behind to clear up affairs 

of Canadian concern , but as mgny of their personnel as 

could bo spared were assigned to simil11r work with the 

21st Army Group in North-West Europe or returned to Can~de 

to ossist in setting up the Canadian Axmy Pacific Force. 

IN NORTH : WEST EUROPE 

19-. The Canadian Section G . a. ~. 2nd Echelon 

which s erved in North- '/lest Europe with the 21st Army Group 

w~s the s~me unit which h~d functioned in England since 1940 . 

On the Continent its Officer-in-Charge wes Colonel v.s .c. 

*Both were promoted field-m:lrshel At that time . 
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McClenagha.n, who had gained considerable experience in a 

simila r capacity in North Africa . Tho Canadian 2nd Echelon 

crossed to Normandy in August 1944 and set up its multiple 

offices in a tented c~mp a t Douvres~la.-D~liverande . Early 

in October it moved to business premises in Antwerp , 

narrowly escap i ng destruction there by V 2 bomb i ng i n 

December . For the r~m~ining months of the war it occupied 

the Athona eum School e t Alost , Belgium , end then moved 

forward in June 1945 to spncious b~rracks in Lemgo , Germany. 

hl tbough reg~rded as a. relatively 'st~tic ' unit , in that one 

year it moved its extensive office equipment no l e s s than 

f our times and grew from appr oximately 850 to 1700 all ranks . 

(W. D. , Cdn Sec G.H. q, . 2 Ech 21 A Gp , June 1945 , appx ",." ) 

20 . The Canadian Section G.H. Q. 1st Echel on for 
, 

the 21st Army Group was formed in Englond in March 1944, 

Brigadier A.w. Beament r eturning from Italy to be Officer ­

in-Chnr ge . .n.t the end of thr: t year ho was succeeded by 

Major- General E. L.M. Burns , D. s . o . , O.B. E., M. C. From the 

beginning it was recognized th~ t the situa tion in the two 

t-.hea-trcs would differ fund~enbally since in North-West 

Europe there would be no bre~k in tho chain of command 

between the senior C~ne.dian format ion (First Canadian ;i.rmy) 

end the senior British headquar t ers there ( 21 .:"rmy Group) . 

Neverthel ess , this basic diff erence had little benring on 

the problem of co- ordinating non--operationo.l matters of 

purely Canadian concern as such matters normally were not 

dcnlt with through tho s~mc channels as those used for 

operations . In planning , however , it w~s necessary to make 

provision for at least three Canadian spheres of infl uence , 

that is to s~y : C~nadian troops unier command of First 

CanadiflD. Army ; Canadian G .H . ~. Bese and Li nes of Oommunicntion 

troops ; and Can~dian units serving under command of a British 
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formation . (W. D., Cdn Sec G.H. Q, . l Ech 21 A Gp , March 1944 , 

appx 21: Memorandum by Brigadier Beament , 29 Mar 44) 

21. The functions of the Canadian lst Echelon in 

North- West Europe were the same as those of the equivalent 

section in Italy . (C .M.H. Q. file 6/1 Ech H. Q. B.A. O.R. /1 : 

C.lll' , H. Q, to War Office , 10 Ma.r 44) I n view of the number 

of formations administered , however , its establishment 

was considerably higher . O~era ting alongside FieJ.-d..~r-sll&l 

Montgomer~ts. rear headquarters, it crossed to Normandy in 

, August 1944 and the following month moved on to Brussels. 

There it remained until after tije end of hostilities , when 

it went forward to Bad Salzuflen , Germany . (W. D., Cdn Sec 

G.H . Q. 1 Ech 21 A. Gp , August 1944, 21 Sep 44 , and 9 Jun 45) 

22 . To solve the problem of supplying skilled 

clerical ~ssistanoc f or large and relatively static 

headquarters , the British employed women of the Auxiliary 

Territorial Service , Adopting the s:unc principle , the 

Canadian Sections of both lst end 2nd 3chelons of 21 Army 

Group had on their esteblishments p ersonnel of tho Cnnadian 

Women ' s Army Corps . Nearly ~ 11 wore ong~gcd e s stenographers , 

typists , clerks or cipher operators . By 31 Aug 44 six 

officers and 10.5 other r anks of the c .w . ~ . c . vrcre sorving 

with the tvro Echelons in Fr~nce, in addition to one officer 

and 17 c . 1.; , .\ . C, other ranks in It~ly with the Cc..ntJ.dian 

section G.H. Q,. 1st Echolon (C .H.H. Q, . fi l e 22/cw,. .. c/1: c . w. A. C. 

Strength Overseas , 31 Aug 44) Members of the C. W. A. C. also 

served with the Cantidian Army Shows in both Italy and North­

hest Europe , and a small number were ~ssigned to Supreme 

Headquarters Alli ed. Expedi tionnry Force ( SH.'.EF) in .Paris . 

At no time , however , did c .w.L. C. personnel j oin tho staff 

of the 2nd Echelon in Italy . 



_..,, 
I 

- 14 -
I 

23 . The organization for handling Canadian 

reinforcements in North- West Europe was based upon the 

system employed in Italy , although set up on a reduced 

sca le due to the shorter sea voyage involved. Pnly a 

light cushion sufficient for two weeks' requirements 

needed to be held on the Continent -:ts replacement drafts 

could be delivered from the United Kingdom weekly . In 
. . h,,< '!4!1. view of the fact that opportunities for training gPew t 

1.a.s_s the further forward reinforcements ure held , the 

aim was to keep them as far b~ck as possible consistent 

with the primary responsibility of maintaining fighting 

units at full strength. i~ong the various factors 

determining precise holdings , the most important was the 

operational employment of the Canadi~n forces . 

24 . These considerations resulted in the 

decision to . organize for employment in North-West Europe 

only five Canadian base reinforcement battalions , each 

to hold about 1.500 repla oeI!lents . I.n sequence with the 

eight in Italy , the battalions were numbered 9 to 13 and 

identified as No. 2 Base Rvinforcement Group . (G. o . 297/44 

effeoti~e 27 Mar 44) The Group wa.s commanded first by 
• 

Brigadier G. Francoeur , O. B. E., V. D. , then by Brigadier 

G. S. N. Gostling , E. D., and finally by Brigadier J . G. Spr agge , 

D. s . o . ~ O. B. E. , E . ~ . Group Headquarters exercised direct 

c6ntrol: withou~ i~termedi&te headquarters~ch as the two 
, . 

Canadian depots which..fllnc.tioned in Italy . 

2.5 . In the assault upon Normandy No . 10 Battalion 

landed one of its companies on each of the first thr ee days 

and almost the entire Battal ion was ashore in France by 

13 June . (W. D. , 10 C. B. R. Bn , 6- 9 Jun 44y Initially, first 

line reinforcements arrived from the United Kingdom in , 
' II 

accordance with u pre--planned schedule and units of the 



~ 15 -

3rd Canadian Infa ntry Division sent back guides bearing 

demands to No . 10 Battalion. Aft er the arriva l of No . 9 

Battalion on 13 June, however , the two sent reinforcements 

forward through the British 1st Corps Reception Camp in 

r esponse to da ily ca su~ lty reports . Normally , during other 

th3n active phases , demands wer e submitted and met weekly . 

((H . s . )235c3 . 056(Dl): 3 Cdn Inf Div Adm Plan, Section XX) 

At the beginning a represent ?. tive of C~nadian Section 

G.H . ~. 2nd Echelon was attached to the Reception Camp to 

control the postings of Canadi~n personnel ; l a ter the 

Advanced Reinforcement Section of this Echelon established 

itself on the beachhead to make adjustments to the planned 

drafts and also to provide machine ry for demanding specialist 

personne l who were urgently requir ed . ((H. S . ) 215A21.053 

(Dl3): The Administrative History of the Operations of 21 

Army Group on the Continent of Europe , 6 June 1944 - 8 May 

1945 , p . 24) 

26 . Commencing on 21 June and as a temporary 

measure until other holding units arrived , all C~nadian 

r einforcements for infantry and machine glin battalions 

were concentrated in No . 10 Battalion ~nd the ba l ance in 

No . 9 Battalion. E~oh of these maint~ined one company 

forward through which repla c ements reached field uni ts . 

{W. D. , 10 C.B .R.Bn, 21 Jun 44) Headqunrters No . 2 Base 

Reinforcement Group reached France on 12 July , preceded 

by No . 11 Batta lion and followed by No . 12 B&ttalion. 

No . 3 Canadian Non-Effective Transit Depot and No . 3 

Realloca tion Centre a lso arrived l a t e in July and b ecame 

responsible ma inly for personnel returning from the front . 

(W. Ds, 11 C. B.R .Bn, 13 Jul , a nd 2 C. B.R. G. , 12, 26 and 

27 Jul 44) 



27 . Finally , No . 13 Battalion l anded in Franco 

on 3 August . Immediately ~fterwards it began to function 

as a forwa..r-d r einforcement battalion. ( W. D. , 13 C. B.R. Bn, 

3 13.nd 6 Aug 44) It generally w::~ s loc!"l ted u t the urmy 

rondhead with its compdnios e ven further forward in 

appropri~te corps and divisiona l area s . Uni t requi sitions 

(both daily and weekly) wore sent by the most direct means 

to Canadia n Section G.H.Q. 2nd Echelon. Ther e the 

deficiencies were tabul~ted a nd reported to 1st Echelon , 

which in turn ordered specific unit demands to be met and 

repl, cements to be brought over from the United Ki ngdom. 

Thus , within a f ew weeks there was established on the 

Continent for the Canadian component. of 21 Army Group a 

system of reinforcement demand and supply very similar to 

that developed in Italy. (Debates , House of Commons , 

29 Nov 44, Ralston , pp . 6669) 

28 . Forward of ~rmy railhead a separ ate 

organization existed to supply Armoured Corps tank crow 

reinforcements and to deliver to armoured formations 

tanks, armoured cars and speci~l purpose t anks completely 

manned and ready for instant action . Under such a system 

it was possible to conti nue the tra ining of crews of 

armoured fighting vehicles until just prior to entering 

battle . The same organizRtion a lso served to send forward 

tracked artillery e~uipments comple te with drivers . 

In the First Canadian Army these functions were p erformed 

by the 25th Ar~oured Delivery Rcgiment, c . A. c . (The Elgin 

Regiment) , which mainta ined a forward delivery squadron 

for each armoured brigade as well as army and corps delivery 

squadrons . (C .M.H.Q. file l/Or g CAc/1 : War Office letter 

112/RAC/944 (SD l) da ted 7 Aug 43 ; see also C.M.H. Q. 

submissions to G.o . c .~in~c . First Cdn Army, 2 Sep 43 
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and 14 M~r 44) Reini'oroemonts for armoured ~nd artillery 

units, other than tha personnel v1.!:lich formed such crews , 

were provided through normal channels . 

To 26 Jul 44 over 13 , 000 c~n~dian 

reinforcements arrived in Normandy from the United 

Kingdom. This figure f ell far short of that originally 

plDnned as initiP.l c~sualties were much lighter tha.n 

estimated. Ono of the reasons for this we.s the fact that , 

contr~ry to expectations , the bulk of the First Canadian 

~rmy did not become committed to action until about that 

time . During the next two months a further 16,700 

Canadi~n reinforcements arrived , and by the end of the 

war the total re~ched approxim~ tely 70 , 000 . (Administrative 

History of 21 Army Group , 2E. cit , pp . 24 , 54, 86 and 122) 

30 . During September 1944, when the Army Lines 

of Communication stretched some 300 miles from Bayeux to 

Antwerp , problems of tr~nsportation bec1me acute . Until 

r ail service could be put in orJer roa! traffic had to 

bear a tremendous load and the time involved caused 

considerable concern. Reinforcements from Normandy spent 

ot l east three or four days travelling in trucks , generally 

having to wait extra days fo r such transport to become 

avai l able . (C . H. H. Q,. file 44/21 , Gp/1/2 : Beament to D. : .. . G. , 

10 Sep 44) Some relief came ~bout following the capture 

of Dieppe intact , but its port capacity was limited and 

reinforcements for fighting arms beg~n to lnnd a t Ostend 

as soon as the docks there h~d been r epaired. Treins soon 

were running fr om both ports , supplemented by necessary 

roaa tr~nsport on a l~rge scale . By l~te October it 

became possible to phase in a ll reinforcements for 21 .\rmy 

Group through Ostend , which continued as the principal 
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personnel port even after the opening of Ji.n.twerp . 

(Administrative History of 21 Artnl Group , pp . 54 and 85) 

Accordingly , No . 2 Base Reinforcement Group moved forward 

in October from Douvres-la-Deliverande to Ghent, where it 

remained until the end of the war . (W.D., 2 C.B . R. G. , 

9-10 Oct 44) 

31. The original Canadian system of calling 

reinforcements forward ageinst specific demands from units 

r esulted in a five-day delay between the date of the demand 

and the time of despatch from Ghent . To reduce this delay 

a change in procedure was made in January 1945 . Under the 

new system divisi onal advanced reinforcement control 

officers (ARCOs) each afternoon compiled a list of 

deficiencies based on Daily Casualty and Strength States 

and notified Canadian Section G. H.Q. 2nd Echelon by 

evening. Personnel drafts were then collected together 

during the night and despatche d the following morning 

dir ect to divisional reinforcement transit camps , where 

unit transport picked them up . In this way deficiencies 

which were reported at dawn one morning were filled within 

thirty- six hours . (Administrntive History of 21 Army Group, 

p . 122) These newly-created transit camps had small staffs 

supplied by No . 13 Ba se Reinforcement Battalion, which wa s 

thus able to withdraw its forward comp anies to Ghent . As 

conditions at that time were r e l a tively sta tic, it wa s 

possible to r elease for other duties the personnel formerly 

manning No~ 12 Battalion. (W . D. , 2 C. B.R. G., January 1945, 

appx 1.5) 

32. At the same time an extensive reorganiza tion 

of the Canadian Base Reinforcement Group in Italy took pla ce 

just prior to the decision to r eunite the First Canadi a n 
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Army . Effective 27 Jan 45 , Nos . 1 and 2 Depots together 

with l~os . ;, , . 6, 7 and 8 Battalions were disbanded and 

certain redesignations made .* (G . O. 134/45) This left 

only Nos . 1, 2, 3 and 4 Battalions to be transferred to 

North- West Europe , where both Nos . 1 and 3 Battalions 

were disbanded shortly after their arriv~l in Ghent . 

(G . o . 296/45 effective 30 Apr 45) Although. Headquarters 

No . l Canadian Base Reinforcement Group remained in Italy 

to take charge of all Canadian units continuing there , it 

too was disbanded in April and this responsibility devolved 

upon a reconstituted Canadian Section lst Echelon A.F .H .~. 

(G.O . 253/45 effective 8 Apr 45; see also W. D. , l C.B.R.G. , 

2 Apr 45) On reaching Belgium the 12th Canadian Infantry 

Brig~de was broken up and its headquarters converted to 

form Headquarters No . 3 Canadian Base Reinforcement Group .** 

(G. O. 295/45 effective 15 Apr 43) In the final phase of 

the war , therefore , six batta lions forming two groups held 

all Canadian reinforcements on the Continent . 

33 . 

CONCLUSION 

This r eport was written by Major R. B. Ogles'f).y . 

a at C!Jr.LrL J?, 
~ (C .P • • St~) -C~e~ 
p _ Director 

Historical Section (G. S . ) 

*A newly f ormed unit, No . 1 Canadian Artillery Base 
Reinforcement Regiment , lhad··only a short existence of less 
than two ·,months . (G. O. 130/45 effective 27 Jan 45 and 
G~O . 296/45 effective 20 Mar 45) 

**Brigadier J . S .H. Lind, D. s . o. , continued to command. 




