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R E P 0 R T NO . 36 

HISTORICAL S10C:TIOO ( G. S. ) 

ARMY HEAOO,,UARTERS 

The DeveloEment of the German Defences 
in the Die_pe Sector {1946 - 1942) 

Inforrmtion from German War Diaries 

RESTRICTED 

31 Mar 50 

1 . The substance of the available information 
from German sources regarding Operation "JUBILEE" (The 
Raid on Dieppe), on 19 Aug 42, has been laid dONn in Hist 
Seo Report No . 10. The present report has been prepared 
for the purpose of supplying background information on 
the development of the German defences in the Dieppe 
sector. The source material has been lent to Hist Sec 
(G. S . ) by the German Military Document Section, 
Washington, D. C • 

2. After the sWillllOr of 1941, when the Second 
World War was beginning to fall into the pattern whioh 
lod to the ultimate downfall of the Axis powers, the 
defence of the Continental coasts became a matter of ever 
increasing urgenoy and importance to the Germans. It 
was not long before the responsibility for coastal 
protection was removed from the realm of routine pre
cautions by individual formation commanders to that of 
preparations based on broad general policies laid down 
at the highest l evel . In order to be meaningfUl , there
fore , an account of the genesis of the Dieppe defences 
must transcend the mere enumeration of local measures; 
contain the general orders l ending to these measures 
and, if possible, mirror the strategical considerations 
on which these general orders were predicated. To a 
limited degree this is being done in the paragraphs 
which follow. 

COASTAL PROT:EXJTION AGA:msr MJNOR OPERATIONS 
(SUMMER 1940 - AtJTID.fi 1941) 

Situation during Winter 1940/41 

3. At the time of the Dieppe operation the 
defence of the coastal sector from St . Valery-en-Cau.x 
to St . Valery-sur-Somme was the responsi bill ty of J02 
Inf Div. This formation had been in the sector con
tinuously since 14 Apr 41, when it had relieved 295 Inf 
Div, which then was moved to Eastern Poland. (G.M.D.S. -
17113/2, 295 Inf Div , Apps to W.D. 2, Miso Docs 12 - 14 
Apr 41) It would be interesting to know what measures 
were taken for the coastal protection of the sector 
during the earliest days of the German oooupation. But 
the first War Diary of 295 Inf Div, with all its 
appendices, was virtually destroyed in a fire at the 
Potsdam Archives, and the few charred remnants now in 
the hands of G. M. D.S . do not supply the desired in~ 
formation. For the purposes of the present report, 
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however . the lack of early source nateri al seec.s t o be 
of relatively snall i nport ance . This is due to the fact 
that at the tine in question the Geman High Co.onand was 
t h inking in t erns of offensive acti on , had little cause 
for concern r egarding najor Allied undertakings against 
the continent and , apart fron coastal batteries installed 
for special purposes , le~ coastal pr otection to r enain 
confined to the nornal precautions t aken by any l arge 
formation i n occupi ed territory during war. 

4. Froo 1 Nov 40 onwards , up to and past the 
time of the Ra id on Dieppe (her eaft er r eferred to as 
"the Raid"), the development 6f the Gorman defenQe& in 
the s ector is well docunented . The earli est available 
order of 295 Inf Div , "DiVisionol Order No. 20 11

, of 1 Nov 
40, shows the formation , in addition to being responsible 
for the protection of the coast froo Dieppo to St. Valery
sur- SoI!lllle , as being engaged in a nultitude of occupation 
tasks like surveillance of civi l i an traffic , prot ect ion 
of bridges, railroads and signo.l conrrun1cat1ons . 
(G.M.n. s . - 17113/2 , 295 Inf Div, Apps to W.D. 2, 1 Nov 
40) furing the wint er 1940/41 the Divi.Sion in fact was 
r esponsibl e for an ar ea extending fro~ the coast t o well 
over 100 kilonetres i nland . The disposi tions of 295 Inf 
Div on 15 Nov 40 wer e shown on a l ocation nap , which 
appear~ in photostatic form as Appendix "A" to this 
r eport . (Ibid, 15 Nov 40) (Photostat 981D295(D2)) 

5. The attitude of O.B.Wost tonards coas t 
defence at that time was shown i n an order issued at 
the end of Octob er ·1940 . This order was quoted in 295 
Inf Div' s Order No. 22, of 12 Nov 40; it read i n pnrt as 
follows: 

"The increasing period of tine which has elapsed 
since the western offens i ve was brought to a 
successful conclusi on should not cause the 
western German army to forgot that we o.re still 
at war with the t ough and cunning nain enemy, 
and thE\t we are occupation farces in a country 
whose population has not become inwardly re
conciled t o defeet, but rather hopes for a 
r evers el of the war sit uet ion . 

Even though an attenpted 10.0ding of str ong 
British forces on a large scale is at present 
not probable, we must still reckon that the 
enemy - if only for reasons of prestige - will 
make minor surprise landings i n the forn of 
r a ids , with the object o:f taking prisoners , of 
disrupting our preparations , of seizing head
quart ers and batteries stati onod nt the coast, 
etc . 

All f ormations of t he Arny t o which the protoo
tion of the coast is entrusted , ar e hereby 
charged with a task which has a decisive 
signific nnce with in tho framework of the whole 
conduct of tho war. This task entails a well 
thought out dispositi on of the coastal patrols, 
the strictest attent i on to ffard duty and the 
holding t n reediness of t ee iciil r eserves . 
Sustained WAtcht'u.lness and r eadiness for 
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commitment - during· the winter months too 1n 
particular - must nip every attempted British 
landing in the bud, Mobile reserves of the 
various /irmy headquarters guarantee support 
for the coastal defence even in the c nse of 
larger- scale enemy operations •••• (Ibid, 12 
Nov 40) (Photostat 981D295(DJ)) -

6. Not ouch change oocurred during the winter 
1940/41 in this attitude of limited concern. Coast de
fence and occupat'ion duties in the area of 295 Inf Div 
were supplemented by the execution 6f various training 
programmes for Operation "Seeloewe" , * One Sign of 
awakening interest in coastal defence might be seen in 
Divisional Order No . 33, of 14 Jan 41,which r equir ed all 
permanent observation posts; machine- gun,- anti- tank gun 
and artillery positions to be protected by splinter
proof arrangements . (Ibid,· 14 Jan 41) 

7. By the middle of March 1941, however , 
somewhat greater emphasis was apparently being l nid on 
coastal defence ; the divisional sector had been greatly 
r educed in depth, and all three regiments of the form~ 
ntion were now quartered at or not far from the coast• 
A photost : tic copy of the Division ' s location map for 
15 Mar 41 appears as AppendiX 11B" to this report. 
(Ibid,. 15 Mar 41) (Photostat 981D295(D4.)} ....--

8..- At the end Of March,· prior to the 
schedul ed relief of 295 Inf Div by 302 Inf Div, the 
boundaries of the Dieppe sector were redrawn, and after 
7 Apr 41 the coastal front of the sector extended from 
Le Tot , west of St. Val ery-en-Caux (new bouiadary ) to 
St . Valery- $ur- Somme (unchanged) .· (G.M.~. S . - 17840/5t 
302 Inf Div r W. D.· 2 1 Vol "C" of 11.pps, Part I, 1 Apr 41 J 
( 981D302 ( D2 J ) 

302 Inf Div moves to the Sector (April 1940) 

9 . 302 Inf Div had been orga.niz ed in Gel"l?lally 
on 14 Nov . 40. Tho oovaMnt of the :rormation from the 
homeland to the Channel coast begun on 6 ii.pr and wns 
concluded on 10 Apr 41 . (G.M.D.S. - 17840/1, 302 Inf Div, 

·w. D •. 2, 6 - 10 Apr 41). · On 10 Apr the Division assumed 
command of the sector . . On the s ame dny 1 t took over 
from the departing DiviSion fifteen French 7.5 cm guns1 
to be manned by detachlhents from the regular divisione.J. 
artillery units (Ibi~). · The Division reneinod in the 
Dieppe sector tilr-tfie end of November 1942, when it was 
relieved by 384 Inf Div **(G.M. D.s; , - 24353/1 , 302 Int' 
Div, . w. D • . 3, 1 Apr - JO Nov 42 , 20.- )O Nov 42) . · The 

"Seeloewe": Invas ion of Great Britain 

** 302 Inf Div appeared on the southern sector of the 
eastern front in spring 1943 and was destroyed .west 
of the lower Ihepr in the SUI:'l.Cler of 1944. (Order 
of Battle of Ger.man Army, Mil Int Div, Washington, 
D.c ., 1945) 
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next hi gher authorities in the chain of command wer e: 
Higher Commo.nd 32*, o.t Rouon , AOK 16 (T)** , at Tourcoing , 
and J..:rmy Group "D" , at St . Germain . 

10. The sli ght i nc r ease in attention to 
matters of coast defence in the early pext of 1941 may 
have stemoed f r om an order of t he iu"tlad Forces High 
Como.and , which began as ~allows : 

15 Feb 41 The use of s trong 1..rny and Air f orces 
in the Eastern theatre in the spring 
and SUfll!ler may induce the Br itish to 
l aunch operations agninst the coast 
of the occ~pied West area or against 
Norway , in addi tion to the operations 
in the Medit erranean v.nd possibly 
also against Portugal. Daring British 
action can bo expect ed ( Zeebrueggo 
1917) • • • (G.M. D.S. - OKW/16lla , 
Fuehr er Directives , Translation U. S. 
Navy , 15 Feb 4~, p. 140) 

11 . In this connection 1t IJ.ay be worth noti ng 
tho.t on arrival at the const , 302 Inf Div (as well as 
227 Inf Div on its l e ft, and 321 Inf Div on its r i ght) 
received instructions from Higher Command 32 for the 
carrying on of tra i ning for Operati on nseeloewe", such 
training t o be c omplet ed by JO Jun 41 (G.M.D.S. -
17840/5 , 302 Inf Div·, 2.£ cit > 5 and 13 Apr 41) (Photo
stat 981D302 ( D3)) . Even UHigher Command 32 at the 
time had been aware of Hitler ' s intention to i nvade 
Russ i a i n the near :future, which seeI!lB improbable i n 
the l i ght of the security r egul ations contained in 
Fuehrer Directive No . 21 , of 18 Doc 40 , for Operation 
"Barbarossa "***, it would have been i mposs ible to let 
the troops , and t hus probably the enemy, become aware 
of this . Everybody , th~refore , to all appearances was 
still busily tra i ning for "Seel oewe 11 • This of course 
despite the fact that at t he noment not hing wns fUrther 
:fr om the mind of the fuehr er than o.n i nvas ion o:f England , 
an undertaking for which he h ad never shown much 

* 

** 

*** 

Elevat ed to the stat us of e. full fledged Corps 
Co!!mland a.s Headquarters 81 Inf Corps on 29 May 
42 (G.M. D. S . - 24353/ 1, 302 Inf Div , W. D. 3 , 
29 May 42) 

Cover name t hen in forc e for Hendquarters Fif· 
teenth J..:rmy 

(•To crush Russia in o. swi ft 6anpa ign ") Fuehrer 
Directives , Transl . 2.1?. c it , p , 127 
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appetite . * 

12 . Untroubled, however , by whatever plans 
were in the making c t highe r l evels , and by whatever 
divergencies in outlook must have cone froo some hend
quorters being in the picture, and sooe not , by the 
niddle of April 302 Inf Div was settling dONn in the 
sector to carry out its task of coast protection. 
On · 12 1 .. pr 41 the form tion ts sued "Divisional Order 
No. l for Coast Protection".** In this docunent the 
situation was described in terms closely resenbling 
the views expressed by O.B .West in October 1940 
(para 5 above) . The task ot the Division was : 

Prevention of a landing from the sea and 
fron the air. 

To this was added: 

According to the views of the Division the 
focal point of the defence lies at Dieppo. 

Command arrangements and conduct o~ operations were 
dealt with in the following: 

In the defence against an enemy landing 
attempt, ns well as for the preparations 
therefor, all three Branches of the Armed 
Forces ere under the oomand of the rOs
ponsible ground commander of the Army. 
This includes all headquarters , troops and 
installations of the "Military Commander" 
[of Oocupied Territory ], as well as any 

* On 2 Jul 40 , Keitel had issued an order beginning 
with the words: 

The Fuehrer and Supreme Commander has decided~ 
A l anding in England is possible, provided ••• 

On 12 Jul Jodl then submitted his first appreciation 
of the invasion problem. With.the signed concurrence 
of Keitel ("I agree . Keitel") , tho docuoent began 
with the r enark: "Die Landung 1st schwierig". · 
(Freely translated: "This operation is difficult".) 
This was an almost unseemly state.cent for a German 
general to make ; it would either lead to disfavour, 
or, if accepted , stand as a warning signal spelled 
in capital letters . One is tempted to wonder 
whether this sentence had not a dampening effect 
on Hitler ' s plans in this regard. (G.M.D.S. -
OXW/1566, Miscellaneous High Command Documents , 
Erste Ueberlegungen ueber eine Landung in England 
(First Deliberations regarding a Landing In England), 
12 Jul 40) (Photostat 981HC(D20)) 

•• To prevent cumbersome repetition, the words "for 
Coast Prot action " will be omitted hereafter f r om 
all references to Divisional Ord&rs of the series 
"For Coast Prot ec tion". 
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other organization 1n the coastal area which 
may be regarded as belonging to the Armed 
Forces •••• 

Operations are a matter of mobile defence, 
based on quickly available reserves and a 
good system of signal coI:IID.unications. 

A photostatic copy and a translation of this document 
are being retained by Hist Sec (G.S. ) . (G.M.D.S. -
17840/5, · 302 Inf Div W.D. 2, Vol "C" Of Al>PS Div 
Order No. 1, 12 Apr 41) (Photostat 981D302(])4.~) 

13. To some extent the history of the Dieppe 
def enc es can be road froI!l the 132 consecutive "D:tv
iaional Orders for Coast Protection", which were 
issued by the formation between 12 Apr 41 and 18 Nov 
42. A complete collection of tb.:l se orders is being 
r etained in photostatic form. ( 981D302( ~)) 

Unhurried Work on Field Fortifications 
{12 J\Pr 41 - 21 oct 41) 

14. Coast defence in the sector during this 
period was being thought of in term of field fortifi
cations . DiVisional Order No. 3, of 18 Apr 41 , stres
sed tho neoessit y of early rocogni t!on of an enemy 
approach and of quickly passing along the information 
through the chain of c onnend (Ibid~ · Div Order No. 3, 
18 ~pr 41) (Photostat 981D302.~J. The DiVision 
commander ha.d inspected the d efenco works loft by the 
outgoing formation and, true to the custom observed 
by incoming units all over the wor. ldt. had pronounced 
them to be unsatisfactory·and in neea of immediate 
repairs and strengthening . However , no tundamental 
changes were suggested at the tine \!bid). 

. -
15 . On its arrival in the sector tho Div-
ision had b eon given instructions for the carrying out 
of training for Operation "Seeloewe" (para 11 above} . 
But on 24 Apr 41, based on orders received from Army 
Headquarters, the Division issued a revised training 
progrru:ma according to v.t.ich, in lieu of prei:ering 
the troops far an.phi bious operations , stress was now 
to be laid on long rerches and on intensive training 
in the tactics of mobilo warfare on land. This tra1n-
1n~ to be completed by 15 Jun 41 (Ibid , 24 Apr 41). 

16. Follow:Lng his a.vn reconnaissance, and 
based on instructions received fron Army Hoad~uarters, 
the Division commander, Maj -Gen (later Lt-Gen) C6nrud 
Haase, on 25 Apr 41, issuod "DiV:l sional Order No . 6 
(Ibid, 25 Apr 41)(981D302,(D4)). Presumably in 
clarification of an earlier order r egarding oonnnend 
arrangements (para 12 above) , it was now stated that 
components of the Navy, wha:i en gaged in tasks of naval 
warfare, were to renain under the command of naval 
authorities. In connection with the intended improve
ment of tho coastal defences, the order carried the 
f ollowing: 

In view of the fact that the endangered 
ports of Le Treport and Dieppe will not 
be attacked directly by the enemy, but 
rather by landing attempts at nearby points 
and the formation of o. bridgehead, these 
aspects nust be explored and preparations 



- 7 -

made tor fire on the areas in question, 
Plnns for the required changes to be sub
mitted by 1 May 41 {Ibid) . 

A further subject being dealt with in the order wns 
the terminology to be used in connection with alarm 
arrangements: 

(a) 

( b) 

{ 0) 

Continuous State of Alert 
(Staendigor Aio.rnzustnnd) 

( exists o.t t !mes when attack is NOT expected ) 

The locnl reserves of the battalions must be 
ready for comoitment within three hours ; the 
reserves of the regiments and of the Division 
within six hours . 

Advanc ed State of JUert (called: First stage) 
(Erhoehte Alarmber e!tschaft) (1. Stufe) 

Troops r emain in quarters ready to move off. 

All unit and staff conn:ianders ranain within 
r each . 

Telephones o.t headquarters a.re manned by 
officers . 

If necessary , patrols are sent out , 

Hishest De~ee of Alert (called : Second Stage) 
(HOechstearobereitschaft) (2 . Stufe) 

Troops fall in nt designated places , 
Local reserves of battalions and regiments 
move off to designated concentration areas. 

Divisional reserve (less ~gr Bn) remains 
at "fall in" placo, 

Engineer Batto.lion takes up positions nt the 
southern exit of Dieppe (on both sides of 
the road to Rauen) • 

• • • 
(I.EH) 

17 . On the saoe do.y (25 Apr) , the Division sub
tlitted to Higher Headquarters 32 a report dealing with the 
present and ruture n:e asures for · the defence of the sect·or 
(Ibid, is Apr 41) { 981D302( D5)) . According t o this doc
ument coast defence plans in the soctor were being 
revised , the regiments were being asSigµed certain areas 
in which they were t o be responsible for a number of 
major strongpoints, each of which WSJ3 to consist of a 
greater or l essar nu.r::iber of minor strongpoints , such 
groups of strongpoints to be organiz ed as battle groups 
for added strength and cohesion . The width of the 
Divisional sector wo.s approximately 90 km.s , On this 
frontage during the tenur e of 295 Inf Div a total of 
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[ presumably pill boxes ] had been 
these in the strongpoint Dieppe . 

18 . This number of 25 concrete shelters in 
the sector was apparently considered as being sufficient . 
In an order of 15 May 41, Higher Command 32 had ex
pressed the wish that following the clarification of 
the planned measures special attention should now be 
given to the furtherance of work on the field fort
ifications . This was reflected in the fir st paragr aph 
of 302 Inf Div' s Order No . 12, of 18 May 41 . The 
second par agraph carried the added information : 

As a guiding principle for the further 
development of the positions the Division 
maintains 1 ts previous order to the eff·eot 
that the installation of additional con
crete she lters is NOT intended • • • {Ibid , 
18 May 41) (981D302 . (D4)) . ----

19. On 4 and 5 Jul 41 the general situation 
and the tactics of coast defence were discussed at a 
conference held at the headquarters of Fifteenth Army 
(Ibid, Extracts from Report on Conference, issued 14 
JU! 41) (Photostat 981D302 (ff/)) . At this conference 
c . G.s . Fifteenth A:rmy said that England at the moment 
was unable to mount a major landing operation and that 
no pr eparations for such a major undertaking had been 
observed . The attack on Russia , which had begun on 
22 Jun 41 , was then well under way . Presumabl y with 
that fact in mind, tho C.G.s . than said that work on 
the coastnl def enc es , .vhich had hitherto bean r etar ded 
by l ack of nntor ials , and which had been regarded as 
undesirabl e by .krmy Group for reasons of deception , 
would now no longer suffer from these hi ndr ances . 

20 . At tho end of August tho Division issued 
"Divisional Order No. 27" . This order , while not 
initiating any radical changes , superseded or amended 
most of the preceding Divisional Ordors; its 18 pages 
give a good picture of the views, tasks and intended 
tactics of the Division at the time. Probably no more 
concise and authoritative description is in existence 
of the defence set.:up in the Dieppe sector at the end 
of the summer 1941 . For purposes of reference a trans
l ation Of th:ts documon t a~pears as Appendix nc ti to this 
report . (Ibid , 28 Aug 41) (Photostat and transl ation 
981DJ02 ( D4 T) 

21 . On 2 Sep tm Chief Engineer Offi cer of 
Army Group 0 D0 , Lt- Gen Schimpf , told the Chief Engineer 
Off icer of Fi fteenth Army: 

It i s necessar y to pr ot ec t our coastal 
defence installations , and it is no longer 
necessary to do this in a veiled manner. 
our main task is to soe that construction 
material will be made available and that 
the technical execution be sensible. No 
big programme like the West Wall i s r e
quired , but there must be clarity as to 
what is I!lOst important and nost urgent, 
and , thoreforo, a plan must be made . 

(G. M. D. S. - 13887/14, Fifteenth Army, 
Report of Arr!J.y Engineer Officer, 2 Sep 41) 
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22 . By the end of Sept omb or 1 941, how ever, 
the German High Coaoand was beginning to realize that 
the Russi~n ce.opaign , which was to have been a swift 
and crushing blow, nigb t turn into e. long and difficult 
campaign . f.s a corollcry, coast defence i n the West 
began t o appe~r in a different light , and on 25 Sep , 
in a forerunner to conprehensive top l evel directives 
t o follow, Keitel i ssued the following orders ; 

With r egard t o the necessity of protecting 
our extended co~sts end the European countries 
dc~cndent on us fron attacks by the Anglo
!.znericans , the Fuehrer i s of tho following 
opinion : 

For warding off enemy oper ations against 
the coasts it is of decisive importance 
t o have : 

(a) Far- r eaching, effective flat-trajec
tor y guns . 

(b) Long distance t orpedoes to b e used 
by torpedo batteri es from land . 

(c) Static anti- aircraft guns for the 
coastal defences . 

Ro (a) It i s necessary t o i ncreaso the 
number of nedium and heavy mobile 
flat - traj ectory batteries of 
the Arny , espec ially the 17 cm 
cannon i n howitzer mounts , the 
21 en Skoda cannon (3600 traverse 
guns) , as well ns the 24 cm guns. 
In addition he~vy naval batteries 
are to be provided . 

Re (b) The Navy i s requested to order the 
use and development of torpedoes 
f or ths se t asks • 

Re (c) As a mntter of principl e , heavy 
coastal batteries must be pro- · 
tected against oneny air r ai ds . 

Kei tel 

(Fuehr er Directives , Transl , 2.1?. c i t, p .215) 

23 . Less than one nont h l ntor , on 20 Oct 41 1 
t he Fuehrer issued a detailed or der for the "Consolida
tion and Defence of tho Channel Islands ": 

••• Tho Channel Isle.nds , which are so im
portant t o our convoy t r affic , a re to b e 
consolidated into an unassail able fortress 
through vigorous and unrBmitting efforts . ••• 
(Fuehrer Directives , £E. cit , 20 Oct 41) 

Thus a new chepter was about to begi n i n the extrava
gantly l avish efforts to fortify these littlo islands· 
for r easons of prid e and also for r easons of st r ategy. 
To Allied planners all this moant merely that planning · 
had t o be adjustod accordingly; t o the Germans, however , 
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the Channel Island s were to become a Moloch , devouring 
vast quantities of mat erial , of engineering effort and 
of labour, all of which wer e sorely needed 6n stretches 
of coast with l ower construction priorities . 

24. In the Dieppe sector all was quiet during 
the month of Septenber and the Gr oater part of October . 
On 2 Oct tho Di v:ts i on issued a coapr ehensi ve training 
programme for the Winter 1941/42. Training was to be 
for commitment in all tasks against a well equipped, 
well l ed and audacious enemy ; special care was to be 
to.ken that the present etipl oyment in coast defence should 
not l ead to unbalanced trai ning . (G. M. D. S . - 17840/5 , 
302 Inf Div, £E_ cit , 2 Oct 41) . On the occas ion of a 
landing exercise, carried out on 15 and 16 Oct for the 
purpose of checking the defences between Pourville and 
Qui bervillo , it had been found that even the steepest 
coast could be climbed us long es it did not consist of 
bare chalk. Tho lessons l earn ed were r ecorded in a 
memorandum directing that wire obstacles were to be 
increased in nucber and i n height , and placed on sites 
carefully chosen i n the l i ght of recent findings (Ibid, 
17 Oct) . But tine was marching on and the pleasant 
life on conquered shores was drawing t o a close . 

Abortive Orders for Protection of I mforta.nt 
Positions by Concr ete Work s (22 Oct 1) 

25 . In May t he Divisi on had gone on record 
a s not favour jng the construction of further concrete 
shelt ers (para 18 above) . In accordance with orders 
received from Fifteent h krmy , t ho Division reversed 
its stand on 22 Oct 41 and began mnking plans for the 
protection of selected pos iti ons by concrete works . 
"Di vi s i onal Order No . 30", issued on that day , directed 
the r egi ments to submit their r equirements . The re
giments were made r esponsible for correct tactical 
siting and priority arrangements, the ac tual technical 
execution t o be c arri ed out by Sector Group II/21 
of Fortress Engi neer Headquarters No . 2l at Le Havre 
(Ibid; 22 Oct 41) (Photostat and translation 981D30'2 
(D4TT. The Wur Diary of the Division does not show 
when the planning stage cane to an · end and whether or 
when the pouring of concrete began , Progress at best 
must have been extremely slow, and entries for 13 and 
20 Dec indicate that work had b een stopped f o r what 
l ooks like jurisdictional squabbles , but may well have 
been dilatory tactics in antic i pat ion of br oader 
directives from highest levels . (G.M.D .S . - 17840/ 1, 
302 Inf Div, W. D. 2 1 13 and 20 Dec 41) 

Additional Field Works are be ing Prepared by the 
Troops (Dec ember 1941) 

26 , If work on the permanent installations 
was slow in getting under way , on the other hand much 
work was being done on additional field fortifications 
near the c oast . On 6 Dec the Chief of Sta.:ff of Highe r 
Command 32 had dir ected the Division to create ad
ditional blocking positions i n vi ew of the gr eater 
number of troops which would be occupying the positions 



- 11 -

slated for permanont protection by concrete works .* 
There is much evidence showing that the reserve bat
tal ions of the regiCTents curtailed their training 
prograanes for intensive wcrk on tho newly ordered 
fi eld works . (Ibid , 6, 7 Dec ot al) 

CO.l'.STAL DEFmCE _·._G/J:NST POSSIBLE INVASION 
(AS OF DEXJ:I:MBER 1941) 

27 . In keeping with the general situation 
coest defence in the West was now becoming a major 
concern of the High Command. On 8 Doc , in Directive 
No . 39 , Hitl er admit ted having been forced on the 
defensive in the East . Less than one week later Keitel 
i ssued an order dealing at l ength with the development 
of coast defences in the West . (Fuehxer Directives , 
Tr~sl , ~cit , 8 & 14 Doc 41 , pp 231- 236 ). 

28 . Koitel ' s order ahems tho.t Hitler even 
then was thinking in t erI!lS of a ''new West Wall": 

* 

14 Dec 41 On the basis of the general surveys 
submitted to hio regarding the state 
of coastal defonco , the Fuehrer has 
or der ed that : 

1 . The coastal r egions of the Arctic 
Ocean , North Sea and Atlantic Oc ean 
controlled by us are ultimately t o be 
built into a "new West Wall", i n order 
that we can repel with certainty any 
landint; attenpts , even by the strong
est enemy forces , with the small est 
possible nunber of permanently assigned 
f'ield troops . 

2. For the time being, howevGr, t ho 
great strain on our troops and mato
riel in other quarters compels us to 
restrict construction according to the 
:rolloWing guidJ.ng principles: 

• • • 

a . To continue t o build field 
fortifice.tions and to s trengthen 
stron~points at the most 
threa oned places by means "of 
pemanent instnllations ••• 

On the Sar.:lS day the Division had recei ved a paraphlet : 
"Tactics of British Landing Operations u. l.1.ccording 
to this the British could be oxpoctcd to land tanks 
with the very first waves t o go ashore , and in con
sequence the Division COI!!Oander ililI:lediately pl aced 
a request for six extra anti - tank guns for the 
i nfantry (Ibid, 6 Dec) . 



3. 

- 12 -

Roga.rding Rriorities for construction, 
the f ollow:i.ng principles are to be con
sidered: 

a . 

b. 

Norway has top priority •• • 

The Franco- Belgian coast, inoludiug 
the fringe of is lands , stands next 
on the priority list , and espeoially 
the areas along the cmtral part 
of the Channel ooost frol!l the 
Scheldt to the region west of the 
Seine estuary , md those on the 
Atlantic south of Br est and from 
~uiberon to the Gironda, where 
topographical conditions are 
favourable to a landing . 
Next in il!lportance is construction 
of defence installations on the 
projecting parts of Normandy and 
Brittany, which , although navig
ationally difficult, are suitable 
for land operations , ald invite 
the establishnent of bridgeheads 
on account of thoir large and 
important harbours . 

The enumeration according to priority continued as 
follows: 

c . 

d . 

Coasts of Holland and of West e.nd 
North Jutland 

Gem.an Bight and northern coast 
of Holland (least urgent) 

o.nd 

e. Baltic Sea. (defences here oan be 
fUrthe r roducod ' in favour of 
oth or points ) ••• 

One of the most iaportant developnents was that the 
or der now l!llde provision for centralized direction of 
all ooast defence construction work ~ 

4. • • • The Commander i n Chi ef Army.is · 
charged With building up tte defences . 

In the pcrformanc e or this task he has 
command authcri ty over the pnrtioip
ating parts of the Amed Forces and 
their oomnanders , as well as over the 
uni ts of the Todt Orgunization assigned 
to this work •••• Moasures for air 
protection retlain in the hands of tho 
Comr:to.nder- in-Chiof , Air . • •• 

• ••• 
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6. The Commander- in-Chi ef , Army,1s re
quested to submit the construction 
plans t 6 the Armed Forces High 
Commaid •••• 

Keitel 

A few days later, on 19 Dec , Hitler in person assumed 
the High Command of · the flXmy , the previous Connnander
in-Chief , Marshal v. Brauchitsch, beoame inactive due 
to a "heart ailment", and para 6 of Keitel's order 
l ost its mea.Iiing . (P\lehrer Directives , Transl, .Q.E. £.!i, 
19 Dec 41 , p . 239) 

Develoiments in the Dieppe Sector during 
J anuar_, February and March 1942 

I 

29 . In the Dieppe sector Marshal Keitel ' s 
or der of 14 ·Dec was not followed by an immediate burst 
of activity . The launching of a vast coordinated pro• 
gramme of construction would r equire much planning, 
and problems of organization and procurement woul d have 
to be solved before the l owest echelons oould swing 
into action . The first three months of the year were 
devoted by the Dieppe Di vision mainly to continued 
analysis and evolution of the tactical defence scheme 
to work on the field fortifications, and to the training 
of r ecruits from ol der age ol.Elsses , which were arriving 
to fill the gaps created by the departure of three · 
l arge drafts for the Eastern front (G. H. D. S. - 17840/1, 
3G2 Inf Div , W. D. 2 , Jan, Feb , Mar 42) . On ll Feb , 
Higher Command 32 advised the Di visiai that r equisition 
had been made for one heaviest battery , one medium 
battery and one artillery headquarters fO r the Fortress 
Area Dierpe * (Ibid, 11 Feb). On 12 Mar Marsllal Goering 
inspected the Dieppe defences (Ibid, 12 Mar) , ** 

• 
-

A designation which became obsol ete on 2 Jun 42 
(para 43 below) 

Goering was apparently well impressed by the work 
being done at Dieppe , and expressed satisfacti on 
over the excellent cooperation between the different 
services . He was nuch put out , however , at finding 
the Regiments of 302 Inf Div minus 13th and 14th 
comp8'nies , and 2 Bn 571 Inf Regt missing altogether. 
This was or c curse a consequence of recant draf'ts , 
but General Karl Bodenschatz , Hitle r's Air Foroe 
Liaison Offic er, who had come with Goering, said 
that the P\lehrer believed the Divisions in the area 
to be compl ete, and that he would be informed 
forthwith of this condition of r egiments being 
not much more than reinforced battalions . Fi.fteenth 
Army reported Goering ' s rem arks to Army Group 11D0 , 

and Arny Grour informed the A:rmy High Command of 
these and some other r·ather strange and irregular 
remarks of the Murshol.. (G. M. D.S . - H22/87n 
Kuestenschutz Ka.Iialkueste, 22 Mar 42) (Pho!o-
stat 981CW( ID.2)) 
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30. With the increase in scope o.nd volume or 
construction work the necessity arose of creating a 
working terminology. In "Divisional Order No. 39", 
issued on 12 Feb 42, the multitude of works wa.s graded 
into three classes: 

l Field Works 

II Reinforced Field Works 

III Permanent Installations. 

Reconnaissance work for the first two categories was 
the task of the respective sector connnanders in co
operation with the corresponding s ector group of 
Fortress Engineer Headquarters No . 21: reconnaissance 
for permanent installation was to be carried out by 
special r econnaissance staffs under tho command of 
th~ Oommander of Fortress Engineer Headquarters· 
No. 21 in liaison with Divisional Headquarters, 
(G.M.D.S. - 17840/4, 302 Inf Div, W. D.2 , Vol "C" of 
Apps , Part II • 12 Feb 42) (Photos tat 981D.302( ~)) 

31. The work to be done in the sector was 
specified in this Divisional Order as foll ows: 

1 . ~stems of stronspoints intended for lo.tar 
velopl!lent as Permanent Installations : 

Only Dieppe with strongpoints D!eppo 
East , Height 102, Height 4 Vents :Fme , 
Pourville East . 

2 . Coastal points endangered from land to be 
pro·tected by one s tronspoint or several 
operating in mutual support: 

~~ 
0 
d 
e 
f) 
g) 

Area north of Somme 
Cayeux {including Le Hourdel) 
Ault - Onival 
Le Treport 
Q.uiberville East 
St . Valery- en-Caux 
Veulettes 

J . (Bel.ance of Sector) .stretches o f coast which 
are to be watched: 

To be provided with individual small works . 
for the shel taring and support of patrols . 
This inolu:i es 1.ri.dividual posit ions of the 
G. H. Q. Coastal Artillery, Flak, and other 
installations of tm f.rmed 'Forces not 
situated within the systans referred to 
under 1. and 2. 

(1Ell.} 

In the s aim o rder it was pointed out that considerable 
time would be required for work on permnent installa
tions to get under way, and that for the time being 
field works and reinfor oed field works would be in the 
roreground or aotivities. The field works were to be 
completed by 1 Apr 42. (~) 
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32 . A. spate or orders being issuod by the 
Division during March showed that the times of in
decision and delay had r eached an end . First to o.ppoa.r 
was a revised i ssue of the r egulations for dealing 
with l andings fron tho a ir (Ibid, Divisional Order 
No . 42, 9 Mar 42) (9SlD302{D4')'T;" A neraor andun issuod 
on 10 Mar dealt in tho nain with the question of co
oper at ion between the different branch es o f the 
lu-med Fore es : 

• • • I n his capaci ty .. o.s comander of the 
Fortress Area Dieppe""' , the coaoander of 
571 I nf Regt is the responsible ground 
corn:w.nder in connond of all troops of the 
three Branches 6f the Arnod Forces in tho 
Fortress area •••• 

••• The Cono.andant of the Port of Dieppe 
will r:lako a.rra.ngenents for the fr otection 
of tho a r ea. from the East mol e incl) t o 
t he steep coast to the Ea.st t her eof ( exol } 
by one platoon or !!larincs . 

••• Tho Exporinental Conpa.ny yields four 
of i ts French anti- tank guns to 3 Bn 571 
Inf Regt for f r ontal defence of the west
ern rin of Dieppe ••• 

(Ibid , 10 Mar 42)(9SlD302(D5)) 

The forces r equired for the ttFino.l Sglution" (End
loesung ) i n the Fortress Area Dieppe"'· , wer e list ed in 
a memorandum of ll Mo.r 42: 

One r eginental headquarters (Inf) 
Two i nfantry battalions 
One engineer battalion (less one company) 
One artillery battalion (to be kept mobile ) 
The promised batteries of booty guns 
One naval or G.H.tt. ,~ty battery 

(Ibid , 11 Mar 42)(981D302( D5 )) 

33 . The des ignations by which the various 
works were to be known i n future were l&id down on 15 
Mar 42 i n ttDivisional Order No . 44" . h.c oording to 
this the set- up i n the sector of 571 Inf Regt was as 
follows : 

A. Strongpoint Puits (Eastern hei ght plus strand) 

B. Fortress Area Dieppe 

With : 

* See footnote to para 29 
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Strongpoint Dieppe , subdivided into: 

Sub- strongpoint Dieppe I 
(Strand of enstor n height (exclusive of 
the hei ght itself)) - Eastern Mole (incl) 

Sub- strongpoint Dieppe II 
(Strand from Western Mole (inc l )) -
Tac H. Q, . Bn 

and with: 

Bl ocking strongpoint Dieppe East I 
(sna.11 strongpoint on hei ght south 
of Pul ts ) 

Bl ocking Strongpoint Dieppe East I I 
(Ens tern height Diep po i n
cludine Flak positions) 

Bl ocking Strongpoint Dieppe East III 
(small strongpoint east of 
Le Pollet command.inc the 
eastern rin of city of Dieppe) 

Blocking Strongpoint Neuville 

Blocking Str ongpoint Height 102 

Bl ocking Strongpoint 4 Vents Frne 

Blocki ng Strongpoi nt Pourvillo- East ern Hei ©it 

str ongpoint Pourville- Strand 

Str ongpoint Quibervillo , subdivided i nto : 
Sub- strongpoints Quibervilla I and II 

Outpost St . Aubin 

OUtpost Veules- les- Rosos 

System of stron5points St . Vnlery- on- Caux 
(f or details see pliot ost at ) 

, • • Str ongpoints to be defended to the l e.st • •• all 
strongpoints , sub- strongpoints and blockiog ·strong
poi nts to be prepared for a ll- round defence . 

(Ibid , 15 Mar 42 ) (Photostat 
981D302 ( D4)) 

34 . Pl3Il s for s t r engthening the artillery 
i n the Dieppe sector·were mentioned on 18 Mar 42 i n 
"Divisional Order No , 46" : 

• • • It is intended to convert the 10 oo o. H. Q • 
Coast Artillery batteries into 15 cm bat-
teries of 6 guns each. f pF\.rt frora the 
stati c coast battery 265 , an additional 15 
cm G.H. Q. coastal battery will bo moved to 
t he Fortress area Di eppe . 

(Ibid , 18 Mar 42)(981D302(D4)) 
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35. On 19 Mar the Division issued a special 
order entitled: "Order for the Development of the 
Fortress Areo. Dieppe". The area was now being divided 
int o sect ors : 

Sector I 

Sector II 

Sector III 

Sector IV 

Sector V 

Sector VI 

Dieppe Seafront 

Comprising Strongpoint Dieppe 
with Sub-strongpoints Dieppe I 
&. II 

and 
Blocking Strongpoint Dieppe 
East I 
Blocking Strongpoint Dieppe 
East II 
Blocking Strongpoint Pourville -
Eastern Height 

In the forefi uld of the Fortress Area: 
Strongpoint Pults 

Dieppe Westfronp 

comprising Blocking Strongpoint 
4 Vents Fm.e and Blocking Strong
point Height 102 

~i eI>;pe East front 

comprising Blocking Strong
point N euville 

Dieppe - Arquestal 

consisting of the works betwe'"'n 
the roads Dieppe - Paris and 
Dieppe - Envermeu 

Dieppe Interior 

including, amongst others, 
Strongpoint Dieppe East III 

(~, 19 Mar 42) ( 9$1D.302{ D5)) 

36. The types of reinforced field works 
(concrete reinforced with steel} which were to be 
constructed.as a rula, were list ed on 23 l~r 42: 

1, 
2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Shelter for 6 men. 
Shelter for one section . 
M.G. pill-box with l ight roof against 
low-flying aircraft,. and with all
round defence. 
M.G. casemates (open embrasure) for 
flanking fire ofilf . · 
Anti-tank gun s e ter besides an open 
firing position. 
Observation post with wide embrasure 
besides open observation. 
Annnunition shelter. 

(IE..!!, 23 Mar 42) {981D302(D5)} 
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Fuehrer Directive No. 40 (23 Mar 42) 

37 . The most important and comprehensive 
directive r egulating coast defence command and related 
problems appeared on 23 Mar 42 in the form of Fuehrer 
Directive No . 40. .Any previous orders and instructions 
not in agreement with the new directive were annulled 
by it; any subsequent changes were mainly amplifications 
or interpretations (Fuehrer Directives , Transl, 2J?.. cit, 
23 Mar 42) , The preambl~ contained statements re
garding the clearly existing danger of enemy landings 
in the near future, the possibility of such landings 
occurring at even the most improbable places, and the 
recognized British preparations for landings on the 
open coast·. General tactical instructions directed 
the various intelligence and reconnaissance organs to 
make every effort at early recognition of enemy 
preparations, state of readiness and eventual approach. 
In view of the possibility of the enemy achieving 
surprise in spite of this, all troops which might be 
exposed to such surprise were ordered to be in a state 
of full alert at all times , The necessity was re
stated of one Commander being responsible in any 
sector for-:aie preparation and the carrying out of 
the defence by the forces of all branches of the 
Armed Forces, It would be the task of such commanders 
to destroy the enemy' s means of transportation and 
his landing troops and to bring about the collapse 
Of the attack Off t he coast if sossiblei but after 
the coast had b een r eached at t e very atest . Enemy 
forces which had succeeded in landing were to be 
destroyed or thrown into the sen by immediate counter
attacks. Coastal s ectors most likely to be choson 
as landing plac es by the enemy wore to be built up 
as fortified areas, l ess endangered stretches of · 
coast were to be defended from a system of strong- · 
points to be built, the l east important sectors were 
to be patrolled. Fortified areas and strongpoints 
would have to be made suitable for protracted defence 
against superior enemy forces ; they were to be defended 
to the last . Responsibility for the preparation and 
execution of coastal defence in the West was del egated 
to O.B .West, who was to carry out this task in direct 
subordination to the Armed Forces High Command. * , ** 

* In Mar ch· 1942 v . Rundstedt had been reappointed 
O.B. West. 

** Lengthy interpretations of Directive No. 40 from 
the Navy's point of view were issued by Admi ral 
Raeder on 27 Mar and 11 Apr 42 . Submarine bases , 
ports and coastal sectors were graded according 
to their strategical importance and consequent 
need of protection, Dieppe was not mentioned. 
(Fuehrer Directives , ,£E cit) 
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Z;B .West in Charfe of Western Coast 
~~ence (28 Mar _2) 

38 . On 28 Mar 42, O.B.West notified the 
Army commandera that he had assumed responsibility 
for Coast Defen6o in the West . Marshal v . Rundstedt ' s 
message was quoted fully in a memorandum issued by 
302 Inf Div on 1 Apr 42 . A photostatic oopy and 
transl ation of this docummt appears as AppendiX "D" 
to this report (G.M.D.S . - 24353/4 302 Inf Div 
Vol "C" of ApJiS, l Apr 42) (Photo stat 981D302 ( ~) ) • 
Or ders henceforth would be clear and to the poi nt , 
and no longer the propaganda- laden emanations of a 
shrewd but labyrinthine mind. 

Developments in the Die~pe Sector during 
Ap~il, May and June 194 
39 . By 9 Apr the various components of the 
Division had occupied the positions assigned to them 
according to what was designated as "The Final 
Solution" (G.M. D. S . - 24353/l, 302 Inf Div , W. D. 3, 
9 Apr 42 ). On 20 Apr the Division gave orders f or 
the immedi ate extension of strongpoint construction 
to all positions , quarters and installations in the 
rear areas of the sector . (G. M.D . S. - 24353/4; 302 
Inf Div I W .D . 3 , Vol "C" of Apps , .Dt v Order No . 51, 
20 Apr 42 ) (9910002(D4)) · . . 

40. At the end of April O.B.West began to 
regulate matters of coast defence by means of four 
concurrent series of orders: 

l. BASIC ORDERS ( Grundlegende Befehle} 

(G.M. D.S . - H22/85 , O.B.West , Grundl Ba!1 
28 Apr 42 - 21 Apr 43)(Photostat 981CW( Dll )) 

2. BASIC OBSERVATIONS (Grundlegende Bemerkungen) 

(G. M. D.S. - H22/84 , O.B.West., Grundl B~1 27 May 42 - 6 Jun 43)(Photostat 981CW( D.l2)) 

J . mDIVIDUAL ORDERS (Einzel befehle) 

(G. M.D.S . • H22/86 , Einzelbefehle , 
28 Apr 42 - 23 Nov 42)(Photostat 981CW( nl3)) 

4. . SPID IAL ORDERS ( Sonderanordnungen) 

(G. M. D.S . - H22/95 , Befehle des O.B. West flier 
die Kuestenverte1digung, Sonderanwei sungen , 
9 May 42 - 25 Mar 43)(Photostat 981CW( Dl4)J 

These volumes of orders are being retained by Hist 
Sec (G;s . } in photostatic form for purposes of ref
erence. Not all orders issued by O.B.West dur ing the 
per iod in question are contained therein however; 
some of the missing ones are to be found i n the 
r ecords of 302 Inf Div. This formation usuall y r e
publi shed important O.B. West orders as part of their 
own Divisional orders , adding comment and int er
pr etations to paragraphs of specific int eres t . 
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41. Wi th the boginning of spring wonthor, 
and put on their gunrd in particular by the raid on 
st . Nazai re in the lest woGk: of March , the Garc.a.ns 
had b econc very s ensitive to run.ours concerning 
prospective Allied raids at tho West coast . li.ccording 
to the War Diary of the ll.XI!led Forces High CoIJC.and , 
Hitler , on 7 Apr 42 , expressed the hopo that the 
attack on St . N~zaire had arousod.thc troops in the 
West and put them on their mettle . fuid in the Sal!le 
source , on 10 Apr 42 , tho follow:l!l(; wns entered: 

The :Fuehrer hns ini'ornetion fron abroad to 
the effect the.t the British e.nd ·Anericans 
ore planning ''a great surprise 11 • Ho sees 
two possibilities ; either n landing or the 
use of the new l:lE.l.Ssed bonbs . 

( G. M. D.S .... OKW/1771 1 W. D. A:pri l, May and 
June 1942 , 7 nnd 10 .11.pr 42) ( 9SlHC ( D21) ) 

Of tho German High Conoend War Diary for 1942 only 
the portions for the nonths of April , May and June e.re 
in Allied hands . Avuilablo parts e re being retained 
in photostatic f orm; tronslnted excerpts therefron 
o.ppoar as Appendix "E" to this report . 

42 . 11. slight change i n Alarn terminology 
(para 16 above) was ordered in O.B.West ' s Basic Order . 
No . 4 , of 13 May 42. First and second stages of 
al.ort ren:nined unchanged in osscnc e , but what was 
originally designated as "Continuous State of Alert" 
(8taendiger Alarmzustand) was now divided into two 
separa.te stages : 

(a) Pcrnanent Rce.dinoss far Defence, and 

( b) Readiness for J~ction ( Gofechtsberei t 
schaft} 

"Readi ness for Ac ti on" was o. nor e advenced sta.ge of 
readiness and wns to become offoctive from time to 
time upon receipt of spooific orders to that effect . 
( G.M. D. S. - 24353/4 , 302 Inf Divt W.D. 3, Vol "C" 
of Apps , 16 Amy 42} ( 981D302 ( D4) J 

43 . 302 Inf Div apparentl y never ceased 
using the ter!!l °C oast Prot ecti ontt but O.B.West 
nl ways used the mor e appropriate t e r m "Coast Defence" , 
In Bas ic Order No . ? , of 28 May 42 , he laid down 
some definitions : 

1 . RESIST!i.NCE NEST (Widerst o.ndsnest) 

2. STRONGPOINT 

A s!Jlill self- contained defence 
work . The crew cons i sting of 
one or sevoral sections, with 
or without heavy weapons . 

(Stuetzpunkt) 

Consists of several Resistance 
Nests . Garrison consisting 
of the crews of the nests of 
r es istance end of local re
serves , if nny. Total strength 
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from one platoon to one 
company with heavy weapons, 

Batteries , Flak Batteries 
nnd Air Force Installations 
.mny also be cal led "Strong
point s ". 

3. GROUP OF STRCNGPOINTS (Stuetzpunktgruppe) 

4. 

Consists of several strong
points with mutual fire sup
port grouped for the defenco 
of a relatively small for
tified a roa under unified 
command . 

Garrison in strength of one 
company or battalion at 
least, and with the weapons 
neodod for long-range and 
close-in fighting as well ~s 
for defence against armour 
and attack from the air . 

Groups of Strongpoints ·to be 
named after localities . 

A Defended Area comprises 
the all-round defence by 
fortifications of large~ 
and particularly important 
localities, like U-bont pans, 
larger ports and estuaries . 

The garrison consists of the 
troops in the area and their 
local roserves . The operat
ional r eserves will be 
stationed outside the Defended 
Area . 

Defended Areas are also to .be 
named after localities •••• • 

(Ibid, 2 Jun 42)(Photostat 981D302(D4)) 

In coastal defence terminology the word "fortress" 
reappeared at the beginning of 1944, when Hitler on 
19 Jan designated the following important harbours 
as "Fortresses" {Festungen ): 

Ijmuiden & Hook of Holland 
tunkirk 

st. Malo 
Brest 
Lorient Boulogne 

Le Havre 
Cherbourg 

(.Fuehrer Directives, 
19 Jan 44) 

st . Nazaire 
Gironda estuary north 8.nd south 

Transl,21?_ cit, Vol II, p.119, 

On J Mar 44 the Channel Islands Jersey, Guernsey and 
.Al.derney were added to this list of fortresses 1 .wnich 
were to be defended to the death.(~, J Mar 44-) , 
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44. Pursuant to O.B.West's order con-
taining new definitions, on 9 Jun 42 , 302 Inf Div 
issued a revised list of designations for defended 
localities in the Divisional sector . Apart fron 
serving for purposes of identif ic o.tion , the list is 
useful as a roster of the sector defences then · ex
isting or under construction; it is, therefore, being 
quoted here in :full: 

Strongpoint Fort Me.hon (with G.H.Q.Coastal. 
Arty Bty) 

with Resistance Nest Mahon-IAllles 
and Resistance Nest Mahon-Road 

Resistance Nest 
Resistance Nest 
Resistano e Nest 

Quend Plage 
Quentin-North 
~en tin-South 

strongpoint Batter y Quentin 

Strongpoint Crotoy 
with Resistance Nest Crotoy-North 
and Resistance Nest Crotoy- South Bay 

Resistance Nest Hourdel 

Strongpoint Cayeux 
with Resistance Nest Oayeux-North 
and Resisto.nc e Nest Oayeux-South 
and Resistano e Nest Oayoux-Ruin 

Str ongpoint Battery Cayeux(G.H.Q. Ooastal 
Arty Bty) 

Strongpoint Ault-Onival 
with Rosistance Nest Four Houses 

Onival- East 
Ault I 
Ault· II 
Ault-East 

Strongpoint Group Treport 
with Strongpoint Mers 

divided 1nto: 
Resistance Nest Blengues Ferne 
Resistance Nest Heiligonbildhoehe 
Resistance Nest Mers~et 

with Strongpo1nt Port 
with Strongpoint Treport 

divided i nto : 
Resistam e Nest Mont Huon 
Resistance Nest Bargne.se 

Strongpoint Battery Mosnil-Val 
Res1atance Nest Staff Headqua:."t.a's Mesnil-Val 
Resistance Nest Criel 
Strongpoint Battery Berneval 
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Defended Area Dieppa 

with Sector Dioppe-Enst (incl. Puita and 
Nouvillo) 

with Sector Dieppe-South 
with Sector Dieppe-Wost (incl. Pourville

East) 

Strongpoint Battery Varongovillo 
ResiStance Nest Quiborville 
Resistance Nost St . Aubin 
Rosistance Nest Veules-les-Rosos 

strongpoint Valcry-on-Caux 

strongpoint Voulettes 

For reasons of security, 
Resis tanc e Nests prepared for 
tho special installations ct 
tho Air Foroo are not 
nentioned . 

St. Valery-sur-Sonco is to be 
r egarded as a rearward strong
point, but to be provisioned 
novertholess . 

(Ibid, Div Order No . 72, 9 Jun 42)(Photo
sre::c-9a1DJ02(~)) 

45. On 14 Jun 42 the Di eppe Division 
prepared a location statooent of tho Anti-Aircraft
.Artillery units in its soctor. (As they were coo
ponents of the Air Force , these units were r arely 
nentioned in the r ecords of Gernnn Arny fornations) 
!.£cording to this docunent there were then in the 
sector: 

Flak Sub Group Dieppe (Major Borgoann) 
(431 Flak Regt(of 116 Flak Div} 

Dieppe 1 heavy battery 

1 nediun battery 
plus one troop 

1 light battery 

Le Treport l light battery 

Falu el 1 nediun battery 

7.5 om (French) 

J., 7 OD Flak JQ 
5 en Flak 41 

2 en 

2 en 

3~7 on 

In addition to this requests ha.d been oade for one 
ned1un ·battery for St. Valory- sur-Sornno, and one for 
Cayeux. 
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46. It has been shown (para 41 abovo) that 
already in April the Gell!lans were conscious of the 
probability of iI:lrlinent Allied landing operations. 
During the second half of May there was a noticeable 
increase 1n ·the nuober of rumours and predictions of 
such events. According to an entry of 19 May 42 in 
the War Diary of the High Corumnd (Appendix "E" to this 
report) a British landing operation under the connnand 
of Vice Ad.r.liral Mountbatten was being planned, and on 
24 May the Gernan Foreign 0ffic e gave warning of an 
allegedly imminent British 1 anding on the west coast 
of Jutland (ibid). Full tide in the flood of · rumours 
and reports WS:S-reached in the middle of June. On 11 
Jun, 302 Inf Div was informed of agents' reports 
according to which large-scale British landings were 
to be expected between 17 and 20 Jun on the big air
field near the Hague , at Les Sables d'Olonnes (60 kms 
NW La Rochelle), these attacks to be accompan i ed by 
a diversionary undertaking at Le Treport (G.M;D.S. -
24353/4, 302 Inf Div, 1.'V .D. 3, vol "C" of Apps, ll 
Jun 42) (Photostat 981D302(D5) ). More and more the 
Germns were led to think in terms of an invasion 
for the purpose of creating a "s econd ·rront". An 
order issued by 302 Inf Div on 13 Jun bogan: • 

According to a reliable source the British 
intend the installation of a second f rent 
in Belgium and France prior to 22 Jun. 
This 1s confirmed by other reports, which 
indicate that preparations for an invasion 
are being carried on in England at high 
pressure . 

~~: Div Orqcr No. 74~ 13 Jun 42}(981D302 

The whole situation was of course a po.rt of the war 
of nerves, and no major operation did materialize , but 
the Germans were thoroughly alarmed . In the sector 
of 302 Inf Div the night of 25/26 Jun was apparently 
being regarded ns a particularly critical time, and on 
orders from Higher Command 32 all artillery reserves 
in the Dieppe sector remained limbered up all night 
for immediate intervention in any fighting at the coast. 
(Ibid, Div Order No. 81, 25 Jun 42) {981D302(D4)) -- . 
47. Spring had now turned into summer - and 
soon the w atchtul waiting would be interrupted by the 
violent action on the beaches of Dieppe. Before 
turning to the description of later events it might be 
well to. mention in passing two developments which 
had taken place since the reappointment of Marshal 
v. Rundstedt as O.B.West. On 24 Apr Lt-Gen Hilpert 
had been replaced as c. Of s. O.B.West by Maj-Gen 
Zeitzler (W.D. OKW, .2.£. ~it, 24 Apr 42), and., on 29 · 
May Higher Comm.and .3Tba:<rbe~n up-graded to a :flill
fledged Corps Headquarters as H.Q. 81 Inf Corps. 
( 3 0 2 Inf Div, W. D. 3 , £l2. cit , 29 May 4 2 ) 
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Developments shortly before tho Raid on Dieppa 
(1 Jul - 19 Aug 42) 

I 

48. At the height of the sw::ner 1942 the 
German canpaign in tho East scetled to be going rather 
well, but for this very r eason tho Gcroans becaoe in
creasingly o.ppr ohensi vo of an lmglo- 1Jnor1can invasion 
for the purpose of providing some r oliof for tho ho.rd 
pressed Russians. In theso views and apprehensions 
the Gertmns wero artfully confirmed by all oannor of 
British measures of deception . On 3 Jul 42, in Basic 
Order No . 10 , an order of the typo which often 
precedes events of great inportanco, O.B.West nade 
1t abundantly clear that the forces in the West wore 
fully r esponsible for protecting the back of the 
forces fj_ghting in the East: "It is our historic 
task to prevent at all costs the creation of a · 
'second front'" • All coorumders of strongpoints, 
groups of strongpoints and defended areas were now 
to be sworn solemnly to defend their positions under 
any and all circu.msto.ncos, · to the last nun and with 
their own lives (G.M.D. S. - 24353/4; 302 Inf Div, 
·N.D. 3 , Vol "C" of A::{>ps , Div Ord No . 90 for Coas't 
Protection , 4 Jul 42) (Photostat 981DJ02(Dl+)) . 
h.ccordingly, on 6 Jul 42, in the presence of all 
officers down to the rank of captain, the commander 
of the Defended Area Dieppe was solemnly sworn to 
defend the area to the death . (302 Inf Div, W.D. ;, 
2E. cit , 6 Jul 42) 

49. Tensioa was heightened on 7 Jul, when 
the command er of Fifteenth J.".:rmy issued an order in 
which he described the days from 10 - 24 Jul o.s being 
most favourable for the expected oneny landing 
attempts , Everything wus to be ready by 2000 hr s 
10 Jul ; at that time every last gun of the Divisional 
artiller y was t o be in tho best possible posit ion and 
r eady to fire (G.M. D.S . - 24353/4 , 302 Inf Div, 
Vol "C" of App:s , Quoted in Div Order No. 94 for 
Coast Prot ection, 9 Jul 42) (981D302(D4)) . At the 
same time, however, due to the snall capacity of its 
port not being the type of harbour the / .. llies would 
be likely to ohoosefor an invasion base fi Dieppe was 
dO'wn.graded from a "Def en dod /i.rGa" to a 'Group of 
Strongpoints". ( G.M. D. s . - H22/85 , Grundlegende 
Befehle (Bas ic Orders) of O. B.Westt op cit , Basio 
Order No . 11• 8 Jul 42) (98lCW(DllJ).-

* It has been shown (pC\ra 43 above) that Dieppe was 
not one of the places which were no.med "Fortresses" 
in January 1944, which explains . also why in the end 
it was not defended to the last • 
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50. Two days later, on 9 Jul, Hitler 
showed his concern 1n an order containing the announoe
lnen t: 

In the event of an enemy landing I will 
proceed in person to the West and assume 
charge of operations fron there. 

(Fuehrer Directives, Transl, £E. Q..il, 
Vol II, pp 34/36) 

One of the immediate measures which the Fuehrer 
demanded at that time was the immediate transfer to 
the area of O,B,West of l s.s. Div ("Adolf Hitler") 
and 2 S. S . Div ("Das Reich"),*(ibid), He referred 
to accumulating intelligence r eports about heavy 
concentrations of ferrying vessels along the south$rn. 
coasts of England, and declared the following coastal 
areas to be threatened in particular: 

In the first place, the Channel coast, the 
area between Dieppe and Le Havre , and 
Normandy, since these sectors can be 
reach ed by enemy planes and also because 
they lie within range of a l arge portion 
of the ferrying vessels. 

(Ibid} -
51. As was so often the case when the 
Germans were ready' and waiting - noth~Dg unusual 
occurred on 10 Jul. At 0235 hrs Corps had given 
telephonic orders for "Increased Readiness for Action", 
and the order had been passed along to the regiments 
an.d uni ts. .At 1150 hrs, however, the Corps Int el
ligence officer called the Division and explained 
that no reports of actual ombnrkations or similar 
signs of impending attack had been received, but that 
the Russians had again urged the British Government 
to open a second front, and that this had been the ·· · 
reason for Rundstedt's orders. (302 Inf Div, w.n. )1 
£E,_Cit 1 10 Jul 42) 

52. One reflection ot the growing anxiety 
was a telephone call on th=:i.t day from Corps announO•
ing an immediate and drastic increase in the authorized 
establishment of the Dieppe Division {ibid). Details 
of the upward revision were set forth Illa memorandum 
issued by the Division on 15 Jul. According to this 
all related measures were to be carried out as quickly 

. as possible, 31 Aug was given as the extreme·tilne 
l imit for the completion of any last detai l s. The 
most important additions to be I!lade were the following: 

• tater on, in October 1942, these two Divisions were 
moved to · the coast of Nornruidy, where they relieved 
7 Fl Div. On O.B .West ' s sit maps for 1942 the"latter 
Division was shown for the last tilne on 26 Sep. 
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Int an try 

each rifle company - two liSht mortar sections 

each M,G. company 

eaoh regiment 

Artillery 

one heavy mortar platoon 
(of 6 heavy mortars) 

- one light infantry gun· 
plat-Oon {of 2 light in
fantry guns) 

- the 1n1'antry anti-tank 
platoon to be reorganized 
as an infantry anti-tank 
company consisting of 

2 platoons - J.7 cm A.-Tk 
guns 

and 
2 platoons - 5 cm A. -Tk 

guns 

each artill ery battalion - to have a third 
battery. 

Ther ef ore oreation of a 
Jrd, 6th and 9th battery 

(3rd bty: 4 - 8 cm field 

{6th bty: 4 lt td ~:i 
(9th bty: 4 lt fd hows 

In addition to thi s there were to be substantial in
creases in signal,supply and medical personnel. 
(G,M.D.S. - 24353/4i 302 Inf Div, W.D. 3, vol "C" of 
APrs, 15 Jul 42 (98 D302, D5)) 

53. In view of the presence near the coast 
of so many different types of artillery, and in view 
of the fact that during the suocessi ve s tages of a 
defence action many batteries would be receiving 
orders from different comnand posts , O..B .West now 
issued two orders , setting forth in condensed form 
the tasks and designations of the various artillery 
components . The two documents were republished by 
the Division on 24 Jul ; for purposos of reference 
photostatic copies end translations thereof are 
being retained as Appendix "F" to this report. 
(~, 24 Jul 42) (981D302(D4)) 

54. D.lring the l ast woek of July t ension 
abated and the troops were granted some alleViat i ons . 
Entries for July in the War Diary or the Di Vision 
indioo.te that approximately ten tank turrets had · 
been allocated and were to be installed (13 Jul), 
that the heavy anti- aircraft battery at st . Valery
sur-Somme was withdrawn from the sector and moved 
to Boulogne (19 Jul)i and that sporadic air attacks 
and reconnaissanc e f 1ghts over the sector had been 
continuing throughout the month . (302 Inf Div, 
w.n. 3, £E. oit) 
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55 . On 25 Jul, on orders froo O.B.Wast, a 
Panzer Div1sion had b een al.e.rned end noved towards the 
ocast in a dress r ehearsal Of coI:U:litoent as an · op
erational reserve.* In "Basic Obsorvations No. 6°, 
of 28 Jul, O.B.West then told tho troops on th~ coast 
of his being fully satisfied that in tho case of 
actual hostilities the Division in question would have 
succeeded in destroying the eneny or driving him 6ff 
the beaches during the first day of tho operation. 
Iron resistance in their strongholds, therefore, was 
imperative and could not fail to lead to a successfUl 
end-result. (G.M.D.s. - 24353/4, 302 Inf Divt W.D. 3, 
Vol ''C" of A:t>ps, Div Order No, 100, 30 Jul 42 J 
( 981D302 ( ~) ) 

56. In the sector of the Dieppe Division 
the first ten days of August were r elat ively quiet; 
there were some signal and f irc- control exercises , and 
2 Coy 49 Pz Engr Bn (10 Pz Div) was prosont in tho 
sector from 2-7 Aug for the purpose of checking and 
enlarging the mine-fiel ds at Le Treport . According 
to an ent r y in the Divisionnl War Diary, by 10 Aug 
the :following tot al nunbers of Oines ho.d been laid 
in the whole sector: 

8,923 T Mines 
6,359 S Mines 

274 Miscellaneous Explosive Charges 

()02 Inf Div , ~ .D. 3, 2J2. Q.11) 

57 . During the nights froI:l 10-20 Aug, 
however, a combination of lunar and t idnl conditions 
would be favouring JU.lied landing opcr nti ens , and 
Fifteenth Jtrmy i n cons equence had ordered for this 
period the maintenance of the highest degree of watch
fulness and readiness for action , In ooapliano e With 
this order, every night fron high-tide t o sunrise J02 
Inf Div was kept alerted according to tho scale re
quired by "Threatening Danger", which explains in 
pa.rt the quick reaction of the Division to the 

* This forIJBtion was 6 Pz Div , which was well placed 
in the area west of Rennes for quick intervention 
at St. Nazaire, Lorient , Brest or St . Malo, as the 
occasion demanded. 

In this connection O.B.West r eported to OK.H/Ops: 

27 Jul ••• The alarn exercise of 6 Pz Div, 
carried out under tho direction of 
O.B.West on tfie basis of an assuned 
war situation ,was a dress rehearsal 
f or the c ase "St . Nazaire". The 
r esult was satisfactory and proved 
that 6 Pz Div, (with elenants from 
100 Pz Bde with approxinat ely 100 . 
tanks) is capable of attacking the 
eneny at the focal point on the day 
of landing. · 

(G. M.D.s. - H22/247 1 O.B.West, Verstnerkung der 
Abwehrbereitschaft \Strengthening of Defence 
Preparations} , 10 Jul - 18 Nov 42, 27 Jul 42) 
(Photostat 981CW(Dl3)) 
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developments in the early hours of 19 Aug (G.M.D.S . -
24353/4 , 302 Inf Div , W. D, 3 Vol ucn of Apps, Div 
Ord No . 105 , 8 Aug 42) (9s1njo2(D4)) . It has been 
noted in this connection that the Divisional records 
for the month of August are devoid of the previously 
frequent references to agents ' reports regarding 
forthcoming landings , and are devoid in particular 
of any references which might have shown that the 
Dieppe sector was believed to have been singled out 
for any forthcoming Allied operation . 

JNFLU]NCE OF DIEPPE ON GERMAN POLICY 

58 . The course of events during the Raid 
has been r ecorded in a series of reports; it is not 
the subject of the present study and is not being 
dealt with here . Also being omitted is a desc r ip
tion of the post - raid developments in tho sector ; 
this for the reasons that the invasion eventually 
passed over the beaches of Normandy , and that after 
the raid the coastal defences of this particular 
sector were never again of any specific interest 
from the point of view of Canadian operations . .An 
analysis of the developments during the later stages 
of German preparations against invasion might be 
carried out to gr eater advantage on the basis of 
the German documents dealing with the closely 
similar measures in the sector of 716 Inf Div at 
Caen . 

59 . The Raid occurred at a time when Allied 
and German planners were equally anxious to obtain 
criteria . for the conduct of future ope r ations in 
the West . It is for this reason that the implic
ations of the Raid were being analyzed a.ad evaluated 
at high levels wi~h a degree of care and interest 
not normally accorded to o.n undertaking of sue h 
relatively small proportions . One of the aspects 
still in need of cl arification at the time of 
writing is the question of possible influences of 
the Raid on German policies in the West . Recently 
acquired inforrration has now opened the road to a 
more thorough exploration with regard to the 
existence or non- existence of such influences on 
German dispositions and on Hitler ' s attitude 
towards the creation of tho Atlantic Wall . 

Dispositions in the West 

60 . On 9 Jul Hitler had sounded the alarm 
and ordered measures for the immediate strength~ 
ening of the forces in the West (para 50 above) . 
The history of the subsequent changes i n the order 
of battle of the anti-invasion forces can be 
traced from a series of reports f r om O.B.West to 
the Army High Command (G.M. D. S. - H22/247 , Staerkung 
der Abwehrbereitschaft (Strengthening of Defence 
Preparation) , 10 Jul - 18 Nov 42 (Photostat 
981CW(Dl.8)) . A close inspection of these reports 
l eads to the conclusion that neit her strength nor 
dispositions in the West were changed materially 
as a result of the Ra.id on Dieppe. Early in 
September, however , the Germans received in
formation regcrding British concentrations on 
the Isle of Wight and in the South of England 
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(G.M.D. S. - 24353/5, 302 Inf "Divi w.n. 3, Vol ttcn Of 
Apps , Appx 127, Div Order No . llo , 7 Sep 42)(Photo
st at 981D302(D4n. As a resul t of this o .B.Wes~ made 
a change in the dispositions of his Army Group 
Reserve : · 

1210 hrs 4 Sep 42 

O.B.West to 7 Fl Div (For informtion to 
Seventh Army} 

Dle to landi~ attempts to be expected in 
the coastal sector Caen-Cherbourg , the 
F\lehrer desires 7 Fl Div to move forward. 

7 Fl Div therefore moves to the ar ea 
Baller oy - St . Lo - Guilberville - Caumont, 
t o be availabl e on shortest notice for 
commitment b etween Caen and Cherbourg. 

The movement is to be carried out quickly. 

Strong combat clements must be in the new 
ar ea by tho morning of 5 Sep. 7 Fl Div 
r eports executi on of order directly to 
O.B.West , for informtion to Seventh Army 
and 84 Inf Cor:>s . 

O.B. West 

(G. M. D.S . - 28863/2 , Seventh Arm:yi W.D. 13, 
Apps 1 - 30 Sep 42) (Photostat 98 CW(Dl.5)) 

61 . In the latt er part of the month the 
Germans were being kept on the qui vive by British 
r adio stations advising tho French population t o 
l eave the coastal zones { G. M. D.S. - 2435 3/11 302 Inf 
Div, W.D. 3, 18, 26 , 29 Sep 42) . But at the begin
ning of October there was a cons id ar able increase in 
the number of alarming itons; on 6 Oct O.B.West was 
informed of the r ecrudescence of r eports about im
minent landings, and in the e vening of 9 Oct the 
Ju-med Forces Operations Staff signalled : 

Due to numero~ r eports regarding increasing 
threat to the ooastal aroa Ch~rbourg 
the Fuehrer has ordered ~ 

S. S. Div (D. R. ) and S .S. Div (A.H. ) to be 
concentrated in the aroas of St . Lo and 
Mezidon . 

165 Inf Div to bo set up as an operational 
reserve t o defend the landfront of the 
har bour strongpoints . 

Artillery Reserve of O.B.West to be moved 
as soon as possible to an area permitting 
quickest cOl!llllitmoiit on Nonr.e.n a.a well as 
Breton peninsulas . 
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O.B.West has been warned by telephone. 

OKW/YfF~/Ops (H) No . 003667 /42 

{G. M. D.S . - H22/88 , Kuesten•ohutz Kanal
kueste , 6 and 9 Oct} (Photostats 981HC(D22) 

The two SS Divisions had been compl ete in the area of 
O.B.West since the end of July . Thei r moving nearer 
to the coast at the beginning of October was partly 
due t o the necessity of r eli eving the departing 7th 
Flieger Division end partly to the intelligence · 
r eports which had l ed Hitle r to believe 1n the ex- · 
istence of an imminent threat to the Cherbourg area. 
Any subsequent arrivals, departur es and organization 
of forimtions during the balance of the year were 
either r elated to the build- up for tho occupation of 
Vichy France or the delilllnd for divis i ons to replace 
the high- grade formations then moving to the Eastern 
front. 

Co~stal Defence Pr ogramme 

62 . It has been s~en that as early as 
December 1941 Hitler had Visions of protectin$ the 
Atlantic ooost by means of n "new Wost Wall" (para 
28 above ) • furi ng the spring and swmner of 1942 
some progress was made in converting the field 
defenc es into a network of s trongpoints , groups· of 
strongpoints and defended areas. Due to the un
availability of the High Command War Diarie s f or 
tho period in question it has not been possible to 
determine the exact dat e at which Hitler decided 
definitely to go ahead with the Atlantic Wall 
project . From a series of documents which have 
r ecently come to hand it appears cortaini however, 
that the decision to build o continuous 1ne of · 
defences was made in the early days of August 1942, 
.h.ccording to "Ibcumenta.ry Notes " prepared by 
General Jacob, then General of Engin ears and 
Fortresses ct the Army High Command , the problem of 
protection for the West Coast was being dealt with 
at a Fuehrer conference on 2 Aug 42 . Present w•re: 
Hitler , Keit el, Jacob, Lt. - Gen Buhle (OKH , Org}, and 
Hitler's three Adjutants . After a brief description 
of the weaknesses in the present set- up - interlarded· 
with the usual excursions into the field of minutiae -
the Fuehrer s aid that an unbroken line would have to 
be insisted on at all costs : "D.irtng the wint er, with 
fanatical zeal, a fortress must be built which will 
hold in all circumstancos". And: "An attempt is to 
be made to develop the coast after the pattern of tho 
West Wall." (G.M. D. S. - H22/87a , Kuestonschutz 
Kanalkueste , 3 Aug 42) (Photostat and trans lation 
981HC ( Dl8) ) 

63 . Despite t heee apparently positive 
utterances the c onference of 2 11.ug seems to have been 
a r ather vague affair , leaving the impression that 
the Fuehrer was speaking for the pur pose of making 
up his own mind . By 13 Aug , however, a firm 
decision had been made, and Hitler was ready to 
demand act i on . General Jacob ' s notes for the 
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conference on that day contain the f ollowing1 

Not es on the Fuehrer Conference regarding 

t ho Atlantic Wall 

on 

13 Aug 42 {2140 hrs - 0050 hrs) 

1 . Present 

The Fuehrer 
Reichsmini~ter Speer 
Fi eld Marshal Keitel 
Gen eral of Ensi neers Jacob 
Lt - Gon Buhlo {Org ) 
Rear AdI!liral Kenkel 
Mini sterialDirect or Dorsch (StenograWiic 

Serv1oe1 
Maj-Gen Schmund 
Col Scherff [Hitler's Adjutants ] 
Lt-Col Claus 

2 . The Fuehrer expounds : {not quoted verbatim) 

The Fuehrer wants t o prevent the opening of 
a second front at all costs . 

There is only one front; tho othe r front 
can only be a o:efonsive ono , held by small 
f orces . ••• Russia has not yet been 
obliterated ; at critical noments tho British 
mi ght create difficultie s . Already tho 
Fuehrer has been forced t o movo some first~ 
class formations from the Eust to tho West . 

THEREFORE THE FUEHRER Hia.S D:IDIDED TO 
BUILD 1\N IMPRECN 1.BLE FORTRESS AL~ G THE 
ATLANTIC llND THE CHJillNEL COAST 

(Ibi d) (Photos tat 981HC ( D23 ) ) 

According t o J acob ' s not es the Fuehrer then explained 
tha~he was abl e t o gauge the r es i stance value of the 
live forces - t he individual div1s ions - but not that 
of the individual defence wo~s . f part from tho in
sufficiency of the der ence works, their indefinite 
r esistance value made it diffi cult f or him t o raako 
the test possibl e disposit ion of tho f orc es . 11.nd , 
furthermor e , he said: "The stronger tho f ortress , tho 
sr.:..Lller the number of troops r equi red ". After t h is 
somewhat threadbare exposition the Fuehrer r estated 
his i ntention of creat1Jl8 a f ortress "which coul d be 
t aken neither frontally nor from t ho r ear, except 
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by _ an attack lasting for weeks. 11 * (Ibid) 

64. Nearly one week later the German 
defences were being tested at Di eppe . While those 
parts of the defence mechanism, which were actually 
called into play, seemed t o have f'Unctioned smoothly 
enough, the Germans could not fail t o realize that 
future undertakings would be supported from the sea 
and from the air. Shortly afterwards, on 25 Aug, 
O.B.West issued Basic Order No. 14: "Develo!ment of 
the Channel and Atlantic Coast Defences". photo
s~atic copy of the document is being retained by 
Hist Sec ta.s.); a translation appears as Appendix 
"G" to this report ( G.M. D.S. H22/85, Grundle(!;ende · 
Befehle , £E, cit , 25 Aug 42) (Photostat 9810W(Dll)). 
In this order-Ifundstedt gave notioe to all concerned 
of the fundamental change which had taken place in 
coast defence planning: 

25 Aug 42 The Fuehrer has ordered: During the 
winter half-year 1942/43 the coastal 
defences in the area of O.B.West aro 
to be strengthened by using all forces 
and means for the construction of 
permanent fortifications according 
t o the principles employed at the 
West Wall. This is to be done in · 
such a manner as to make seem hope
less dy attack from the air, sea 
or lan , and to create a fortress 
which cannot be taken either frontally 
or from the rear. Towards this end 
15t000 fortifications of a fi ermanw.t 
na ure are to be built in t e area of 
O.B.West durin' the winter half- year 
!242/43 • (Ibid 

* Nothing was said about the economic aspects of the 
undertaking; and probably nothing valid could have 
been so.id. The fUndnmm tal purpose of any fortifi 
cation is to discourage utto.ck. Had the Germans 
not been opposed by powers of vastly greater in
dustrial capacity, and had they been in a position 
to create and maintain great bombe~ fleets as 
mobile reserves of fire power , then such an Atlantic 
Fortress might have forced the flow of events into 
different channels. i~ it was, however, due to 
the inexorable effects of time and oconomio 
potentials, the Atlantic Wall was destined to 
rein.ain . sbmething· of a blurt'. · 
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65 . When Rundst edt i ssued this or der the 
Rai d on Dieppe wes still in process of evaluation by 
the military hior ur chy . Appr oximately one month 
l at er , on 29 Sop , i n t he meeting r oom of the Cabinet 
i n t he Chancellery, and in tho presence of Marshals 
Goering and v . Runds tedt , Hi tler delivered a three
hour or at i on on the subject of t he iltl antic Wall . on· 
this occasion Hitle r nade copious r efer ence to Dieppe . 
Accor ding to the synopsis of th e Operations Section, 
Army High Col!lllland , the f ollowing was sai d i n this 
connection: 

••• Fronce ref!E.ins the most l i kel y choice 
for a landing , mainly because her e the 
enemy would require chiefly small vessels , 
and these ; 1.0 oan build i n sufficient number, 
then approaching the coast on a suitably 
Wide front with prospect of s uccess . At 
Dieppe he hus r ecently presented us with 
hi s lat est types of landing vessels and 
tanks. 

Above all I am grat etul t o the Brit ish 
f or having confirmed my views by their 
various landing oper ati ons , and f or saving 
me from appearing as a visionar y bofore t 
those who ar e forever saying: "Where then 
a r e the British going t o appear? Here 
on t he c cast there is definitely nothing 
wrong; we bathe eve ry day and we have never 
seen one yet ." 

The Fuehrer describ es the Dieppe 
ope r ation as very instructive for both sides . 
I n particular he stressos the point that , 
r egarding the failure of the operat i on , 
this time both sides should avoid wrong 
conclusions , contr a ry t o a·pr evi ous oc
casion in military hi s t ory . The British 
should not l abel such operations as hope
l ess, and we shoul d not under estiI:lB.t e the 
danger. 11.B a parallel i n military history, 
the Tuehrer examined tho tank battle at 
Ca.I!l.brai in World War I i n some detail . 
The sur prise attack by the British with 
367 tanks failed despit e a deep penetration, 
and was a failure l ess on account of tech
nical faults , tten inherent i n tanks, t han 
on account'of t rue Brit i sh t ~ctical i n
elasticit y . Then t oo , t he British followed 
a hard and f ast pr ogr amme (as ut Dieppe ) , 
arransed f or hours ahead , after which 
per iod the upper and Subordinate l eaders 
l acked freedom of decisi on, thus Ilissing 
the chanco of possibly bringi ng about 
the compl ete and dec isive collaps e of our 
front and the consequent vi ctory of the 
Allies . 
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After the failure of this operation wrong 
conclusions were drawn by both sides. The 
British threw all blame on the shortcomings 
in technical and fighting qualities of the 
recently invented tanks . 

They were on the point of scrapping 
the whole tank brigade . But there was one 
man (Fuller) , who devoted himself with 
iron determination to tho retention and 
further development of the tank , and who 
finally reached his goal, in spite of the 
opposition of the military bureaucracy. 
But unfortunately thore was no such man in 
Germany. The erroneous conclusion reached 
in Germany after the C ambrui battle was : 
"The tank is nothing but a bogy to frighten 
children with . It has been proved that 
artillery can deal with them, and that they 
can accomplish nothing against tr.oops of 
high morale."And so by reason of this 
erroneous conclusion the disastrous decision 
was made to stop production of tanks and 
anti-tank weapons ; which decision led to a 
situntion in which we could no longer hold 
in check tho lead gained by our onemy. 

In this war, a novelty analogous to 
the use of tanks nt Crunbrni in World War I, 
is the first large-scale and unsuocessfUl 
landing operation at Dieppe. As it should 
never be assur.ied that tho enemy will draw 
wrong cor.clusions therefrom, so we too 
should avoid the mistake of thinking that 
the British have realized that oven now 
they can do nothing against our coastal 
defence. The onczny will not give up the 
idea of forming a second front, for he 
knows that it is definitely his only r e
maining chonce of achieving victory. And 
so I regard it as my task to begin 
iz:nnediately doing everything humanly pos
sible to increase the defonce potential of 
the coastal area . 

(G.M.D.S . - H22/88 , Kuostensohutz Kanal
kueste, 3 Oct for 29 Sop 42) (Photostat 
and Translation 981HC(Dl6)) 

The foregoing seens t o indicate that tho Dieppe 
operation strengthened Hitler in his resolve to g6 
ahead with the construction of an "Atlen tic Wall" . 
German documents for the balance of the pre-invasion 
period show clea.rly how this programr:ie· was he.I!lpered· 
by a chronic lack of men and materials , by the over
riding preoccupation with construction work on the 
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Channel Islands, and by the progressive paralysis 
of transportation due t o All i ed bonbings . 

66. This r eport has been propared ·by 
Capt A.G. Ste i ger, Historical Section (G.s . }. 

A . ~ J{~~ '!J1. L,, ~ . 

tur (C.P. Stacey} Colonel , 
Direct or 

Historic al Section (G,S.), 
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302 Int j)iv 20 Aug 41 
Opa No.69&/•l Seor•t 

Re a 'l'otal Commlt•ent -
Dlvlalonal Order No.27 
tor Coaat Proteotlon 

1. ) The E.nemz s 

a.> 

Looking at the altuatton aa a whole, Erttlah land
lnga and ene~ rell•t operatlona •r• quit• poaa1tle 
and •• are dut7-bound to govern ouraelvea aoeord
lngl7. 

The tollowlng poaalbllltlea muat be conaldered: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

4) 

llaJor land1nga .. J have the object or making 
birboura unaervlceabl• or ot blocking th~•· 

lllnor ralda - moatlJ carried out · under cover 
or dirkD••• or tog - .. 1 ha~• ·~ obJectlvea: 

Deatructlon ot harbour 1natal lat1ona and 
coa•t batterlea. 

\ Deatructlon or roada, rall••J• and lndua-
trf•l lnatallatlona. 

Captur• ot aentrlea and patrola. 

Sel&ur~ ot headquartera. 

Interruption or telephone COlllllUn1cat1ona. 

Landin& ot agents troa ••11 veaa•l• at n1gbt 
and ID tog. 

Landing ot paracbutlata and a t rborne troopa. 

TaaJca Pr•••ntlon ot • landlng from the aea or tram 
t.bl: alr. 

• 

In tbe opinion or the D1v1a1on the centre ot 
grawlt7 ot the defence llea at Dieppe • 

a.) Ol'der of Batt.le ot the D1Yla1on: 

a) Coe•t.al Sector lorth: 

&?2 Int Regt.1 H, Valer,-aur so ... 
(1) 
(I) 
ca> 

~· bat.talion ln aeotor north ot tne Soma• 
cme battalion ln ••otor aoutb ot the so-• 
One battalion aa reglllental reaer•• 
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b) 
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Tho latter ia placed in auoh a way that lt 
oan be oomnltted either in the d1reot1on ot 
the mouth or the Somme or in the direction or 
L• Treport. 

Coaatal Sector Centres 

570 

(1) 

(2) 

Int Rest: HQ at Eu 

One battalion in aeotor aatride Le Treport. 

One battalion aa regimental reaerve. 

The latter is placed in suoh a way that lt 
can be coan1tted either in the direction 
ot Le Treport or or Cr1el-Plage. ' 

o) Coastal Sector West: 

d) 

e) 

571 In!' Regt: BQ at Varangevllle 

(1) One battalion astride Dieppe. 

(2) One battalion in sector from Pourville 
to Valery-en-Caux. 

(3) One battalion as regimental reserve. 

302 

(1) 

(2) 

The latter la placed in auch a way that 
it can be committed in the direction ot 
Pourville and Dieppe. 

Artz Reat: HQ at Dieppe 

One battalion in the sector ot 572 In1' 
Re0 t and 570 In£ Re g t 

One battalion in the sector ot 571 Int 
Re~t. 

Divisional Reserve: 

(1) One battalion from 570 Inf Ree; t 

(2) One battalion from 302 Arty Re.;t 

(3) 302 Anti-Tk Bn 

Divisional Reserve la placed ln such a way that 
it can be commltted either in the direction ot 
Dieppe or or Le Treport. 

-&.) Boundarlea: 

a) 

I 
- , l. • • -- l 

R1aht dtvlaional boundarz (at the same time Corpa 
boundary): 

Quend Plage, Monchaux (tbb village lo the zone 
ot 302 Int' D1T), the river Authie, tbe remainder 
ot the boundary co1ncidea •1th that between.the 
French coJID&nd and the Belgian co111n&nd [?.1111tary 
Comnandera ot occupied terr1 tory] • - · _,_ 

( 
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Plak artlll•rt aa7 be Lrouy,ht up 1 r th1.: 
air aliualion per.tta, out tt muat r6vert 
•• aoon aa poaalble. 

A •J•t• .. tlc ••acuatlon ot the 1nhab1tod 
dlatrlcta la not contemplated at preaont. 

1.) Reoonnalaaanoes 

It mat be clearl1 recognized tt.i.t on acc;ount ot 
tbe •ldth ot the aector and the weak forc~a, 1t 
la ot the ut110at 1.mpottance that enem1 operattona 
be ldentltled 1n good tlae an~ the tnror~btton 
'ulcklJ paaaed on, and that a etate or readlnoaa 
or de ence and ot alert Ltt t.:atat:..llabed 1D'lll'led1at.e-

1J• All reconnalaaance results, tncludin~ tnoae 
or tlw coaa£ artlll•l'J, Ravy ano ttr Force muat 
te reported lllmed1atelJ, •1th apeed a nd c~rtatnt7. 
In tbe caae or laportant happenlnv,a, lt ls &~pro
prlate to .. ke a prel1a1n~ry report, followtd ty _ 
one glTlng ezact detalla. It la important that 
tbe DlYlalon abould t1rat have quick lnforu.&tlon 
ot the particular aector 1n •hlch &nerny oper&t t oos 
baT• been ldentltled. 

• 
The aharpeat constant enemy oLaervat1on - es oec t&l l y 
at nlght and in tog - and aharo :uard-s~rv1ce 1n 
the entire operational sector mua t hiv~ no ~& os, 
and contact tetween t.he o'Lst.:rvtsr and tt.<.. competent 
commander muat be aecure, in order ~t~t ev~n at 
night and ln tog and under enemy r 1 r e tt.e henrJ tn .. : 
ln ot reports la completely rttllable. ~hus at 
night and ln to; the poatlnc of a1Jcltt.lon&l stn~rtes 
la neceaaar1. and additional patrols tetw6e:i v .t. 
aentrlea are requtred. Thu fundam~nt&l rule l s: 
"At nl~t and ln to; doulltsd sentries a :111 do .;:.··e:: 
patrol•"· 

In future the iltvla!on •111 le notl~'ed o~ t r e 
approach or enemy Ye£aela to tht: coast t.y t be 
Alrcratt ~arntn:; tervlce, when t r. e vessels &re ~~~~
ln 20 km or the coast. 1he ~lv!alon wlll ~!?!::e~1~:e-

1J paaa on the 1ntor-stton to the re r 1=ents. ~ ~ 2 

Art7 ~egt la to lntorm the GH~ coast art!lle~y 
lmedlately. 

Compare •1th the attached 1natruct1c~ on c o& s ~ 

protectlon reports (Appx 1). 

All obaervatlon poata m1Jat. have vtsu&l co~ t!lct. .. ~~ ~ 

thelr neighbours on iert and ri~·ht. 'l t.te l~ 
poaalble at nearl1 all points on t~e co&st an ~ 

~uaranteea a p~ompt reco~~ltlon of t ~ s!tuatto~ 

tn the aeo~o~ or t e net·hbourin· unit, &n j u~de~ 

cer'91 onillt~ ~he prompt aupport c~ t ~ ls u~tt. 
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the •n••J, 1t at all PO.fl ible even betor• the 
landing. The [1ntendedj operation i1 to be d11-
cuaaed 1n each aeotor, in each 1ub-1ector, and 1n 
each 1nd1•1dual atrongpo1nt and work. No 1ort ot 
doubt ehould •~lat aa to the ooaaander'• 1nten
t1ona, the battle aaa1f;119•nt and above all the co
operation or the var1oua weapona. 

Each ott1oer HCO and man aiat know that the 
blviaion !a •aetendlnf*• thit lb:; thit the poa1-
tlon muaE b• heid to h• iaat a E. 
a) Generals 

The main 11n• ot realatano• - that ta the 
coaatal atrlp - miat be rtrml7 tn th• poaeeeaion 
ot the troopa at the conclualon ot th• ttght
lng; any ene-., troops that had reached the 
aainland muat ba•• been deatro)'9d· 

Fighting 1a to be conducted according to the 
bae1c pr1nc1plea ot defence tor Wide rlYer 
aectora. 

In vie• or the amall tore~• the detenc• m,iat 
be mobile, supported by qulckl7 &Yalia6ie 
reaervea and good algnal comunlcatlona. All 
leaders down to aectlon leader• 111at be 
tamillar with the landlne oondltlona ln tbelr 
aectora (ottioer and terrain dlaouaalona). 

Sectora threatened by landing• muat be 
secured and relntorced llk• atrongpoln'•· 
That 1•. formation ot battle grO\lpa with all
round detenoe. 

The tollowlng atrongpo!nta are oooupleds 

B~ 572 Int Rest: The atrongpotnta 
( oaat Sector Worth) .. 

ft 570 Int Regt: The atrongpotnta 
oaet Sector Centre) 

~ 5?1 Int Rest: The atron·polnta 
oaat Sector ieat) 

-.l119ncl Plap 
Oroaae Duene 
Le Crot~ 
Le hourdel 
ca1eu.z 
Ault-Onlval 

Le Treport 
Crlel-Plage 
lArneval 

Puita 
Dleppe 
PourYllle 
"'11bervllle 
St. Aubin 
Veul•• 

' 

St Val•rJ-en-Cau:x 

Wltbln theae .. 1n atrongpo1nte tbe toroea 
oOllmltted •111 again be dlvlded lnto ... ll•r 
aub-atrangpo1nta, which wlll lie knOIJD •• •worka•. 
tor tnatance •strongpolnt Le CrotoJ. Work 1•. 

\ I 
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, t t. t ,E; secLot· t.ound&rt es the df:ftnce muet 
c.•verlao . 

'! be 1nte r rned ta tEJ a r ea tetwecn the strong
po:nts 1s to L~ uo rd~d Ly oLaervatton durin ~ 
t.tb lay , &t :il,;ht. or 1n for- cy patrols. 

Tht sta ffs must arran_;~ thei r o" n pr eo t t=c tton. 

~hu clements ass1 ~n ed t c the front line muat 
lo L1l le ted t n ct rect proximity to t h61r 
f 1r 1nti posi t ions. Pr~parat1ona arb to be made 
~nsur1ng t hat the ~arriaon will t6 on hand 
1.11 med 1at ely in case of an aler t . A distance 
takln~ 10 minutes to cove r ia too great. 

:.«utua l contact wi th tht- nelght ouring unlta, 
•1 tl. the heavy weapons and •1 t h the otserva
tion posts of the art illery muat t e aaaured. 
The commanders of the va r i ous weapons muat 
ma in ta in cont act with each o t her. 

!he c onm&nderb of a l l wea pons muat have an 
exa ct knowled~e of each other's taaka, comnand 
posts, positions, ot servation poats, tiring 
positions, and effec tive zones. There should 
be no doubt at all on t hese points. Important 
re ports must be qui ckly passed trom unit to 
unit. 

Mu t ual Support: 

I nstructions are to be given regarding action 
t o be taken in case of attack on neighbouring 
strongpoints or unguarded intermediate terrain. 

Command posts are to be constructed for regi
ments, battalions and commanders ot atrongpointa . 
In case of enemy bomtardment alt~rnate poai
tions must be available tor the command poata . 
Thia ia important above all tor the commanders 
or heavy infantry weapons and artillery. Tele
phone lines n:uat be installed tor the command 
posts . 

b ll i nstructions and tasks tor commanders of 
s t ron5potnts and works, as well aa tor •entriea 
and patrols are to be put down ahort~y and 
c learly ln writing. 

Ther e muat be reserves ot ammunition and of tood. 

All hea~ in1"antr~weapona (heavr machine guna, 
anti-tail guna, I antry gun.a and captured guns } 

• must be committed with due regard to the fore
going inatructlona. ~1th the exception or the 
heavy machine guna or the reaervea, they are to 
be diatrlbuted among the atrongpolnta in order 
of priority. 

There must be clear orders regarding the !,!!£
ordination ot all heavy weapons. 

-
' .._, . 
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r1r111 pl•n• muet b• drawn up againat all 
poaa l• iandlng atteapta bJ the aectora and 
aab-aectora 1n oo-operatlon with the artlll•r1 
and taklng into account all a•allabl• weapon. 
ln th• aector. It la important that atrong 
tlre trom all a•allabl• weapon• te concentrated 
before the threatened polnta. E•~ry weapon 
anywhere within range muat ~ coaaltted a~a 1nat 
a penetration area. Target plana muat te 
drawn up. 

Coaaltment ot Antl~Tk Gun.a: 

The coamltment ot anti-tank guna ln each regl
••nt re .. lna unchanged. 

Attention muat be paid to the training or an 
additional anti-tank gun crew tor each gun. 
The 3rd guns not co11111ltted with the anti-tank 
gun platoon• revert to the reapecti•e reglment•l 
rea•r•••· 

One anti-tank gun platoon trom 302 Antl-Tk E:n 
with a tull allotment of ammunition is assigned 
to the sub-sector Dieppe, td which 1t ls su t 
ordlnated as regarda dlao1pl1ne and supplies. 
Thia platoon will be relieved directly at in
tervala or three •eeks. 

French CaEtured Guna: 

(1) The captured guns allotted to the reg1-
mental sectors are committed 88 follows: 

572 Int Regt at: 

a) Stroni.;polnt Cayeux (4 ;uns and 
(2 t;r1 t !sh .,, - C' 

._f. . - • -

t) Strongpo1nt Ault-
Onlval 2 mcunta!n 0una 

570 Inf Regt at: 

a) Strongpo1nt Le (5 guns r,.nd 
Treport (4 Erltlsh Y. . G. s 

b) "tronf_;point Criel 2 mountain fUnS 

571 Inf Regt at: 

.. ) Stron··polnt Dleppe (4 -;uns and 
(4 r.. r1t1sh !. . G.s . 

t) Stron0po1nt 
Pourville 2 guns 

c) ~t.ron polnt 
Valer)-aur Soome 2 ~our.ta in guns 
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(2) The orewa will be detailed by the infantry 
regiments conoerned. They form the cadre 
tor the infantry gun companies to be aaa1hned 
later. 

(3) The infantry reglmenta will carry out the 
fUrther training of all orewa for theae 
captured guna. Rel1eta for theae crewa 
muat alao be trained. The training per
aonnel ls to be chosen in direct agree
ment with 302 Arty Regt. 

Preparations auat be made tor barrage tire 
before harbours and threatened parta o? 
the front. 

Thia muat be included in the tiring plans. 

Alternate Poaltiona: 

For all heavy weapons (especially tor thoae 
committed in plll-bo~ee), and tor captured 
guns alternate poaltiona with observation 
poats muat be prepared. 

It muat be quite clear at what stage the 
alternate position muat be occupied, in 
order that fighting can be continued agalnat 
an enezny who baa made a penetration. 

c) Artlller1: 

Two battalions from 302 Arty Regt are committed; 
one battalion will be held ln readiness aa 
mobile reserve in the St Vaast area. 

The artillery has the task - 1n addition to 
opposing attempted landings directly before the 
strongpoints - especially of dealing with any 
poaaible landing attempta on either aide of the 
harbo\ll's ot Le Treport and Dieppe. For thla 
purpose alternate poaitlona •1th oLaervation 
posts are to be prepared and developed. 

Firing plans muat be drawn up for the individual 
batteries, combining infantry and artillery. 
Above all there\muat be strong concentration 
ot tire on poaatbly threatened points. 

According to the intended operational effect 
additional observation posts and firing positions 
fult1lling all fi3hting requirements must be 
decided on, and preparations made tor their 
speedy occupation and the establlahment of com
munic&t1ons. With the infantry 1t must be 
decided in what situations the advanced artillery 
observers are to be committed, and from •here 
they can fu11'il their tasks. For the observation 
organs horses or motor cycles must be kept 
nearby. The tractive power tor the gun fa to be 
kept in close proximity to the tiring position, 
should this appear necessary. _ 



• 

• 

"1aft•dng _, .. ·-·'· Sa mt•• ~ .. 1eaa , .. -· pl&,... lfba 1-dn -· 1'a wt'1a Ida 
•lt • 
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achemea or commitment , t.hat. may rea•Jl t. tn 
throw in ; the enemy into tht: sea , must, t:.o f1 r<: 
pared and constantly prac t.la&a wt th th& tr0opa. 
Personnel ror reconnatee&nce muat ~& hol1 
ready and achooled ror their duties, ~~~ect&lly 
their leadora. Instruct.ion for t. t1hoi_, wtll 
include map atudleo or th~ sector. 

t) ~or defenco of the North, CtJnLre &n~ i &ut 
Coast Sectors the three sector cormi&nd1r~ &re 
fully responsible. ~or dctenc & of the n&r~our3 

or Le Tr~port, DlepptJ U'1c1 !; t. V&lfH'J-~n- f.&U.1. 

a- bat.talion commander will L" m& cJe roa r,onotl,l fj. 

The ~lv1a1on reserves the r1 :~t to use th& 
reaerve batt.al1 <'n or I.he r?ort.h "&ct.or f or t. !'ie 
der~ncu or the harbour o f Le 'T r espor t , t.r1F.: 
reaerve tAt.tal1on oft.he ·;tJnt. •·u &e t.or ., l a o 
ft'lr def&nco of the harbour C\f !.. l ~ppe. 

;) (1) The followln;i prepor&t1on3 1dll :JtJ mad& : 

<.;oast : e c tor ~lort h : 
1 0:1.m tt.mtni. 0:" t. :.(; 

reservo Luttnllo~ so~th or nrrt.~ o~ · ~& 

mouth of the : oone &nt1 1n tr.<: dire# ti n'. 
of Lts ':'ruport.. 

Coo~t Sector ~en t re: 

1.) C:ommlt:::ent of 570 Hes !n" & t. Lt: '! r !::~O:-t. . 

2.) (.;o:nmltment of ~7v :~e:s . .n 'J !1. •. /72 ;:;.t::s 
,,n at Le 'l rtport.. unde r comm"'nc! of 
570 Inf Re .· t. 

3.) ;o. mtt~ent es 1n ~ . ) hn~ ~02 lnt~ - ~~ 

i:n U:ldor commLm•l o:' 570 In:' !'e ·t. . 

4.) Cor.unltment. a~ l n J . ) kn} 5 70 ~&5 . n 
of tht t..:1v_s1or.ul rest::r\·~ £>"'!'..! ~#!.t 

artlllary c&ttsl~on c : t.!: ~ · ·1 ! ~:0:.ul 

resorve undt:r c o:n.'!l.Un ~ o~· ... 7 J • .. " ·: ~. 

5 .) ""01.-:.:lt.rncnt :i ~ 1~3 . ) hr.d-t . ) : ess 
b72 ; es n mda r co::::..-,&n l o~ :J·,· ::"I~ 

~e · t. 

Const. : e c tor i es t: 

1. ) t. ornmttmcn t o:~ ~71 ?i.: s . n b~ ~~ t:;;;t: 

~nder co:·::hn1 o:' r ?l l n;" ;> ;; ~ t.. . 

2.) o::m.tt.1.cnt o f ::,'/ l ~~ !.. • n bt . :. :&le r i-
t.r.- taux u~de:- ~ o:r.ir.&nt o:' t,ril :nr ·· et. 

3.) Cc ::.m! t~.c:!1t of 5 71 =: t.: s : r, o·.-: • ! r;, c;"l 

~ :nuer l.&Ltol·on b".. .J ~\.. !•P· · u n•br ~C"1i:-.:; ... :.! 
of o7 l !.n!' ~c .; t . 

• ~'.ote ·. I n t i- 1 "" .... ra·r"' ... '1 •• .,.oc: .. . ·• t ., ... o · • .a,..s·-n&·' c· • • •• ..,,, : ~ [. a t • •• 11.; - • • - • • :J • • -.- - • • 

...... 11110 

Lll t. ta rufttr~nc t i. O "' :ut. ~ V l·r :t·talto:1 o: trc: 
r~gtme::nt at. t. ht; tr.0l e:i-. Y. a s pt.: t o: -.::t.: 3ec~"'r · ~ 

tactl cLl res~rve . 

, 
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4.) Connitment as in J.) un11 b7() Hus bn 
{l>lv Res) und thl artillery battallon 
(Jlv i\es) undur 1;01unan \ 01· !>·n inf Rt:~;t. 

5.) onun1t.mcnt us 1ri 4.) and JO ... inLl-'l k 
.n (Div Reti) under 1.:ommani of ._,•71 
Inf Re ~t.. 

(2) The followln; ore to \e determined: 

0 outes of approach 
hSSembly poslt.lo:i lll'uas 
s~1tch line positions 
Observation oosts 
Firin; oos1tlons 
t~rran:;ements for s1 ;nal communtca tloru 

(3) 1,11 s~nlor com:nt1nders enrt all company and 
batttti•y commanders ore to to inst.rue ted 
ln tha actual terrain on thll approach and 
commlt:nent poss1b111t1es. All de!'ens1ve 
measures are to be rc-e~Am1ned after 
relief of t.ht3 battalions co1u;nltt.ed. 

(4) 'lhe commander5 of reserves sre to be pro
vided with correspondln; instruct.ions. 

8.) .ttlert and Assembly Or~: 

PHOTO.NOHO 

A quick alert la an 1mportunt part or an effdctlve 
defence. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Readiness !or action as regards t!leruents com-
mitted ln the maaln llne ot rdalatance. 

Readiness fcir alert concerns reserves only. 

Read ness fo1· act ton: 

a) ':he: normal condition ror th elements com
~itted 13 constant r~adi~ess for action, 
that 1s, they are prepared to r~pulse an 
attack at any time. ln e~neral aa:l!~ht 
occupation. 

t) Increased readiness for action ( tage I): 
Reinforcement of eentrlee, natrola, occupa
tion of ocservatlon posts, ru.~ ros!tlons, 
etc. 

In general occupation tt-1:!.!£ht or ln 
ro~. Reserves are in A ert ~e0e I. 

c) Hi;hest de;ree of readiness for action 
( ~tage II): oc ... uoa t 1 on ls co1nplete and pre
pared ~or defence 1n expectation of sn 
imminent or ldent1f1ed attack. 

Reserves are 1n Alert Stab~ II. 

(4) Eead1ness for alert: 

a) Permanent State of l:lert (~tage I), that 
la, when an attack is not expected. The 
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not Expected . ~h~ loctil battalion ro
aerves must t~ ready for commitment w1tn1~ 
3 ~ours, t he reti1m~ntal &n l 11vta1onul 
r~5erves within ~ ~o ~rs. In all torm&
ttons anrt headq~Grtert on officer must te 
constantly within re&ch. 

Incr~ased State ot ~lert (~ta~e I): ?or 
the entlr~ sector or part of a 1ec tor 1n 
accordance with the prevailing a1~uat1on: 

1 roopa remain in thetr ~uartera read7 
to move. 

In all units and headquarter• the com
manders muat be within reach. 

Headquarters telephones must be in 
charge of an otticer. Obaervat1on 
posts must te occupied. 

Under certain condition• patrol• muat 
be aent out. 

c) Highest degree ot Alert (etage II) 

FallinJ in at alert atattona. 
l 
\ Local battalion and regimental re

aervea reach their pre-arranged 
assembly areas. 

The D1v1s1onal Re1erve remain• 1n 
alert atationa. 

Units of thct Divialonal Re1erve (one 
battalion 570 Int Regt, the Antl-Tank 
oattallon and the Art1ller1 Battalion) 
imnedtately aend out 11•11on ottlcera 
on motor c7clea to the ~tviaional 
Command Poat at Arquea-la-Batalll.e. 

Headquarters telephones to be attended 
by an otticer till the troop• mo•• ott. 

(5) It owln3 to a special aituat1on a aector com
mander orders a higher atage ot readineaa tor 
action and alert, thia 1• to be report•~ 
lmnedlatel7 to the Div1a1on. 

(6) 

(7) 

The ne1gbbou.rin0 tormat1ona are to be 1ntol"ll8d 
on principle ot an lncreaaed degree ot readi-
ness, as also of cancellation of aame. · 

Freguent alert exerciaea a~ to be held bJ daJ 
and by night aa a preiiainar7 f tralningl tor 
defence against enemy landing•~ In particular 
the quickest poaaible attainaent ot Stage II 
muat be practised over and over again. 

All neceaaar~ meaaurea tor eatabliabment ot 
readiness tor action and alert are to be laid 
down in "Ordera tor Preparedneaa•. 

Goal: - •utmoat apeed in reaching tb9 can
d1t1on ot preparedneaa•. 

\ 



• 

' . 
(8) 

- 11 -

Prepera•tana tor tbe alert are to be •4-: 

a) With ••••ult equlp11nt onl7 

b) Witb ti•ld equipment and anu. Ia a) 
troope mut be rMdJ to mo•• ott ln 
lt bo\ll'a; lab) la 4 hour•. 

(9) Alert aaa•llbl7 area1 mut be decld•d on. 

(10) Purtbermore, arrangeaeata au1t be mad• tor 
alerting th• ceabat v•hlclee etc or the 
Infantry and the timber• or th• art111er7, 
a• alao their maintenance 1n the h1gheat 
1tate ot preparedneaa tor action. There 
auat b• · contact with the vehicles. 

In caae ot an alert the teama ot horaea at 
preaent with the infantry in the front line 
are to be withdrawn into reconnoitred 
aaaeably po•itiona, the limbers ot the 
artillery, it too tar dlatant, are to be 
brought forward. 

• 
9.) Opening ot tire on Sea Targeta: 

(1) See attached 1natruct1on (Appx 2) 
(2) See 1natruct1on tor harbour officers (Appx 3) 

10.) Rendering the Reaervea Mobile: 

· a) Biczclea: Allotted as tollowa: 

{l) To the tattalion of each ref lmen t al reserve: 
~icyclea tor one company (therefore a 
total or bicycles for three comp&nlea ) 

(2) To the d1v1a1onal reserve ~attalton: 
Elcyclea for one company 

(3) To th~ battalion reserves ot 572 : nf ?.e c: t: 
Bicycles for 2 halt companies to each 
company (that ls a t~tal of tlcycles 
for one company) 

These b1c7cles are static equipment, and in cas~ 
of relier are to be handed over to the incoming 
unite. 

Additional bicycles have Leen requested. 

b) Automobiles: In Alert Stage II the following 
are to be In readiness: For thd tattallo~ (for 
one reint~rced rifl~ company or for a machine 
gun company} in the regimentaY-reserve of 572 
Inf Regt: the ll;ht ~otor vehicle oolwnn o~ t he 
division at Gamaches. 

The 302nd libbt motor vehicle column ls to 
remain 1n its quarters in a state of prepared-
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n••• tor withdrawal 1n oa1• ota 

(1) Alert Stage I (1norea1•d prepar•dn•a1) and 
(2) Alert Stage II (h1gheat 1tat• ot preparedne11) 

In th•1 are required th• D1v111on iaauea the 
order tor oomaitment. 

Th• loadlng area1 and rout•• are to be laid 
down and ll&l'k•d b7 the 1ntantr1 battalion 1n 
dlreot cooperation wlth the commander ot the 
light motor vehicle column. 

Pera1111on tor intended loadins exerc11ea i• to 
be requeated trom the Di•1a1on. 

11.) Re111tanoe to ene1111 Paratroops and Airborne Troopa: 

See Di•iaional Order Bo.25 tor Coaat Protection. 

· 12.) Almlunitlon Allotments 

--- - ~ 

~ 

a) 

b) 

o) 

d) 

The 1ntantr1 ref1ment1 have at their d11poaal 
the portion othe ammunition allotment a11lgned 
to the troopa plua the portion ot a light 
horae-d.rawn column, wbloh they did receive on 
2'7 Apr tl. 

The artiller1 battalions committed at the tront ba•• at their dlapoaal the Portion or the rlrat 
&J1aunit1on allotment aaaigned to the troopa 
and tbat trom the column which hae been brought 
up. The portion aaa1gned to the column ta to 
be atored with the limbers or 1n the tiring 
poaltion aa circumatancea ma7 dictate. 

The battalion in d1v1a1onal rea•r•• baa at 1te 
diapoaal only the portion ot the tlrat amm>ni
t1on a~otment aaalgned to the troopa. 

Por the French captured gun• there la a atore 
ot 500 abeiia tor each gun; tor the French 
mountain ga.na 500 ehella tor each gun. 

In the ammunition dwtp or the Dlvlalon at 
Gamachea there are 1tored: 

(1) The load tor the tlrat light motor 
•ehicle columns (~02 Irit Dlv/Suppllea/ 
WuG.Az.74 Bo.79/41 Secret 2 llaJ 41) 

(2) The ahare ot the artillery reaerve 
ba~tal1on. 

(3) The aecond arnnnin1t1on allotJDent tor the 
Dl•ialon. 

•) It a gun unit rel1•v•a a aortar unit or vice 
••raa, the CO!Wllllnder or D1v1a1onal Suppl7 . 
SerT1cea arrange• the ammunition exchange opera-
tion tor the colWID. -

' 
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In storing the ammunition, the 1atet7 regula
t 1ona muat te adhered to; protection aga1n•t 
the errect1 of weather mu1t be guaranteed, 
and camouflage enaured. 

In caae ot eapeciallJ blgh expenditure ot 
ammunition (barrage tire) or oontlnuoua engag•
ment1, report• on auppllea ot ammtn1t1on on 
hand are to be 1ubmltted dail7. 

The leaders or the part1•• brlnglng up th• 
&JDDunitlon muat be tamlllar •ltb tbe rout•• 
to the po11t1on1. 

13.) S1cnal Co1181unlcation1s 

' 

a) 302 Sig Co7 malntain1 th• network (telephone 
and radio network) ot ~2 Int DlY. 

GHQ C011111Unloat1on Centralaa Al'qaea-1&-S.tallle, 
Dieppe and Eu, aiao the 1nloatlon oentral 
at Oamaoh••· 

The unit• under oo and ot tb• Dl•lalon aN to 
applJ to :S~ Slg CoJ tor an a119'111at of llM• 
and tel,pbcm• oonneotlona. AAJ aaaatborlsecl 
oonneot1ona or alteJ'atlon ot eslatllaa oocato
tione .a. 1trlotl7 torbl44en. 

• 
b) In conjunotlon wltb tb9 dlYlalonal nework tlle 

guarantee or good algnal o~aloatlou 1• 
lnd11penalble tor tbe obaln ot o c ad. ~ 
1lgnal network muat 1£111· bi lmpi'nid 1n mD7 
reapeota. In particular be41J lald lln•• 
ebould be r•-lald. Tbe goal to be atrlna t• 
11 at leaat two ••~rate lln•• tl'aa regt-nt 
to battalion and traa tb• battalion '° tba 
1trongpolnt1. 

In •klng preparatlona tor .S.tmoe U. ... , 
pe1111l11tlo Tl .. aboald be Uk•• U. 
collapae ot t•l•pbooe o c •!oatlaaa. fN
paratlona .. , be -4• tor Ul• -.10JW• or 
radio and M•••naer•. 1n 1.,.,..uat ..... or 
apeolal llalaon ottlcera. 

M••••npra and dlepatch rider• maat lmOlr U. 
area. The pre-arranged a•• ot daplloa•• 
••nlo• b7 ra4lo and alpal laap o 1•'1-
1• to be ocmtlnuecl. The ra4lo ct.ta•' 1a'8 
aaalgned to '11• realmnu _, aoa Ila Cot taD 
up thelr 4ut1•• •bin il••' It.. II -• · 
lnto tore• - lt tbeJ la•• not alN•- W 
order• to do 10. 

Captain Bro•• 1• a.allabl• • ....... , .. ....._ 
to the lntantl'J reat-nt• and U. u•lllnT 
r•g1 .. n,. 

apart from tb1•. all -are• t• u.e .,.,., 
rela7lng ot order• or of aa al.am 8" te ._ 

4!J> 



4.) 

1&.) 

a) .Repl'dlng •Reporta ln Coaat Prot t 'on-w 
?amphlet (Appa 1). 

b) Handlfti ln or reporu 
'A-ppz <I)• 

•> 
) t-0.-i>l•d b7 troopa 

.. ._., • ..- ._ to • or~1&e4 
o.o.wa..*'• 11' •••ral Wl1 ta ar ln 
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Dieppe 
Eu 
Valer7-aur So-• 
Arquea-la-Batalll• 

Regtl HQ ~02 Art7 Regt 
Regtl BQ 570 Int Regt 
Regtl HQ &71 Int Regt 
Div1a1onal HQ 

(8) For d11oiplin&r7 purpoaea a atat1on 
ott1cer 1• to be appointed. Road and 
tavern patrol• will be carried out. 

b) Contact 1• to be malntalned •1th the competent 
area beadquartera ot Abbeville, Dieppe and 
Pors••-l•a-Eaux. 

o) Tapaa For OR• 
For NCOa 
For WOa 

2~00 bra 
2•00 bra 
0100 bra 

d) For additional regulation• aee Divtaional Order11 

Opa Ro.188/41 aecret 19 Apr 41 
Opa No.202/41 aeoret 29 Apr 41. 

17.) Aotlve and Paaalve Alr Protection: 

All neceaaary meaaurea tor reaiatlng ene1111 alrcratt 
and tor preventing air raid damage are to be con
atantl7 •xaalned. (Placing ot machine guna on 
twin mounts tor antl-aircra.tt defence at apeciall7 
tavourable and eapeclallJ laportant polnta, 
tranam1aa1on ot air alarms alao in the poaltlon, 
prooedu.re ot the ata_tt in oaae ot air alarm) 

Care ia to be taken that the poaltlon tor the 
twin mounta liea ln direct pro~lnlty to the 
poa1t1on at the machine guna tor coaat defence. 

Becauae ot enem.y aerial aotlvit7, all marchea are 
to take place under tleld condit1ona 1n compan7 
atrength onl7 (not in battalion formation). 
During the march, while resting and during the 
exerc1a-.. air raid protection muat be maintained. 

Cellara and air raid aheltera are in aoae caaea 
atill inau1'tlcient; th••• are to be improved. 

Or$&n1&atlon ot the tlre-tighting aervice (Armed 
Forcea luxli!a17 co ... nda): Attention la called 
to ~02 Int Div/Opa Journal No.530/41 aecret ot 
24 Jul 41. 

18.) Anti-Gaa SerTice: 

Special attention 18 to be paid to the anti-gaa 
aervlce; ~·· the apeclal d1v1a1onal order al
r••d7 laaued. 

All troopa co..ttted in the front line carr7 a 
reap1rator at all tl.mea. 

19.) Belletai 

: 

Ordera tor the rel1et ot the battaliona 1n the ,?,~ 

tront line •111 be 1aaued b7 the D1v1a1on. 

' 
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20. ) LJ1vla1onul Orders Noa. l, 2, ~, 4, 6, &, 7, 
J-11, 13, 17, 22, 23 tor coaat prot1ct1on ar• 
canc6lled ~1 thla order and ar• to t• d1atro1ed; 
aa wull aa: 

Opu Journ•l Ho.48/ 41, 30 Ma7 41 l'I Boot7 gu.IW• 
Opa Journal Mo.436/41~, 23 Jun 41 re Coaat 

d1tence. 
Opa Journal No.469/410 2nd edition, 3 Jul 41 

re Relier. 
Opa (no number), 3 Jul 41 re R•n4•r1ag th• 

01v1a1onal Reaer•• aob1l• 
Op• Journal lo.71/41, 26 Jul 41 r• Pirlng 

J:.xperience wltb M.G.a on aerl•l targ•t•· 
Op1 Journal Ho.54&/4lg, 28 Jul 41 r• Coaat 

Protection. 

21.) D1v111onal Headquarter• at Arquea-la-Bata1lle. 

HAASE 

D1atr1but1on: 
I 

570 Int Rest \ 
571 Int Regt 
6'72 Int Reg t J 
ao2 Ant1-Tk tm 
302 Art7 Re;Jt 
aoa Engr &l 
~2 81g COJ 
Coat 8upp1J Senloea 308 IDt Dl• 
iak•l'J Co7 aol Int DlY 
BD'OMl'J COJ aoB Int DlY 
la'lon Otftoa IOI Int J>t.y 
le4loal Cor IOI lat Dl• 
Yetel'IDUJ CU IOI lat Dl• 
AlllnllaDoa fttala IOI IDt DlT 
ft•14 ••• otnoe aoe 1at •• ft•14 ~oll•• IGI lat DlT 

Jp!b')IOM•• 

..... 

4 • 3 tor Strongpolnta 
• + 8 tor Strongpot.nta 
4 + 6 tor Strongpoln'• 
3 

• 2 
1 

• 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

' 1 
• 
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H~ 302 Int 01 Y 
Opa No.182(42 Secret 

1 Apr 42 

Ret: Hl her COllll&nd 32, Opa No.199/42 Secret -
~el Chain ot Com•nd -
A COP1 or Army Group "D"'a teletype meaaage No.587/42 
Secret dated 28 l!ar 42 la aubmltted herewith. 

. . 
For ~1viaional Headquartera 

Start orricer l 

Copy 

Teletype meaaage tro• ArJll1 Group "D" 28 Mar 42 

In Inatructlon No.40, dated 23 Mar 42, the Fuehrer and 
Supreme Co11111&nder of the ~.ehrnlacht has declared the 
defence or the coast to be the task of the . ~ehrmacht, 

O.B.Weat to be reapona1ble, solely .and wi t hout 11m1ta
t1ona, tor preparations tor and execution of coal!t 
defence •1th1n h1a sphere of operations, including the 
~etherlanda. 

For thla taak, O. B.Weat la directly under the Commander--
1n-Ch1et ot t he nehrmacht. 

I 1asue t he tollo•1n3 orders t herefor: 

All available a111tary rorcea and equipment ot the three 
branches or the ?.ehrmacht, ot the aff111a t 1ona and 
tormatlona outa1de the ~ebrmacht, and of the German 
civilian adm1.nlatrat1ve or; ana committed, are aubord1nated 
to O.B. Weat where any preparations tor defence ot the 
coaat and t he de f ence its elf ar& concerned. only the 
operational torcea ot the Navy and the Uittwatte are aut
ordlnated to the Navy or to the Luftwaffe. 

Inatructlona tor cooperation with theae aerv1cea follow. 

Withln the rramework or these aaa1gnmenta, I transmit 
this authority to all headquarters down to the sector 
commanders, insofar aa responaib111ty tor defence or the 
coastal sectors devolves upon them. In particular I 
a~point the commanders of the d1v1a1ona committed in 
coastal defence responsible co11111anders 1n accordance 
with the meaning or the Fuehrer Instruction. 

Enemy attacka or every aort are to be expected. 

All troopa that may be expoaed to any aort of aurpriae 
enemy attack are to be in a atate of 09natant and com-
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plete readiness for defence. Any relaxation ot 
watchfulneas is to be stric tly checked. In the event 
of an attempted enemy landing , no command post and no 
formation may make any movement to the rear. Any 
German men col!lDlitted on the co&.st or 1n the vicinity 
t hereof must b~ armed and trained tor fi ghting . I 
require that all headquarters and administrative centres 
i?J.n.ed1at.ely relay t his order to the administrative 
ce~tres an d foru~tions ln their commands, and tha t they 
immediately inform all or; an1zations and associations 
ou tsldtt t.h'" \.ehrmacht which art: within the ir sphere 
ot i ~fluence, as well as all German civilian ad.cinis
trative ~ e ntres •hich may be in their administrative 
zones, and to d irect them to their allotted tasks. 

The r uehre r Instruction and o. B. tiest's s upplements there
to •111 go out to the various headquarters. 

C.-1n- C. i ifteenth Army 
Ops No.1666/ 42 Secret 

for voo Rundsted t 
71eld llarsbal 
O. E. ftest 

Army Group " J "/ ups No.587/ 42 Secret 

29 Mar 42 

I a~nounce the for ebo1ng Army Group Order (O. B.West) 
with the followins supplement: 

1. ) The Or der make s the chain of comnand perfectly 
clear. 

2 .) A tar greater responsib ility for the army commanders 
than has hitherto been their share results from 
t his Order. 

3. ) The regulations •hich have exiated hitherto provided 
for cooperation by means of comradely assoc iation. 

I ex pec t thi s friendly cooperation to remain the 
prevailing attitude ~ 

HAASE 

, ... ~ , 
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' 
War Dlarx OKW/WPSt, April *1 and June 1942 

7 Apr 42 

10 Apr 42 

13 Aor 42 

16 Apr 42 

19 Apr 42 

The Fuehrer apeaka ot the Brltleh attack 
against St Ya~a1re, aay1n6 that it was to 
be hC\ped that the troops on the west coast 
had been aroused thereby and all torcea 
put on their mettle. 

The Fuehrer has Information from abroad to 
the eftect that the tr1t1ah and the Americans 
are planning a •great surprise". He sees 
t~o poss1btltt1es; either a landlns or the 
commitment of the new massed uomba. 

In acc~rdance with tte ~rder ot 7 Apr, t he 
Naval High Command reports to the Fuehrer 
on the events at St Uazaire, and oolnts nut 
the lack of sea reconnaissance an~ of com
iatant troopa ln the coastal forefleld. 
In concluaion t~ ?uehre r requires that the 
moat important stronspolnts on th~ coast 
be made so securt that an enemy raid could 
not succeed. 

A report arrives trom c .-tn-C. Seventh Arffiy, 
accompanied by an enclosure from Army Op won. 
both documents indicate posaitle dangers 
on the west coast, especially in the sector ' 
of Seventh Army, tn whlc~ there are numer~us 
important German naval Lases . As dlr~ cted 
~Y t he ?uehrer. the Chief of ~ taff OKY. 
orders that Seventh Army b e strengthened 
t y one dlv1slon, which will be taken from 
the Cha"l.Ilel sector. In addition one panzer 
division will be 8tat1oned as r eserve in the 
Lille area, from where it will be able to 
i ntervene either ln a westerly or a northf r
ly direction. 

Re1chsmin1ster Gen Constr Insp ~peer a·nd 
Gen of F-n;,rs and Fortresses Jacob r eport 
t o the Fuehr er on f0rtlf icat!~n co1struc
ti~n pr o6ress tn ~orway and France. A 
s peedln3 up of the work will only te possi
ble if the transport s1t~at1on 1mprovds .. . . 

24 Apr 42 At a t out 1200 hrs Lt - Gen Hilpert hands ov~r 

as Chief of ~ taff u . & . ~ est to h ts succe s sor 
Maj-Gen l eltzler, and submits a me~orandum 
on the situation i n the 'l1est . (01:\\/Ups 
55/42 top secret, 11 records of ~FSt/Ups 1 
Army} 

17 llay 42 ~ en of ~n rs and 2ortresses at Arm Hi-h Comd 
aco r eport s to t· e ~ue r er o~ pr 0cr ess of 
f~rtificatlon co1struct{o~ in t he 7dst . The 
coastal area ls divtded into f0rt1f1cat1on 
zones: at present only r t el n r~rtiftcatto~s 
tave be~n constructed. The Puehr e r orders 
that, wher e permanent ccnstruct 1<':'1 Ytoul:i 1:.e 
created, def ence installstic~s shoulrl have 
priority ove r c0nst ruct i ~n ~or< fer suppl y 
services . 

PHOTO.NOHQ 
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24 : a y 42 

~c :.:ay 12 

1 Jun 42 

23 Jun 42 

25 Jun 42 

• 

26 Jun 42 
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.... <ct.. t o• " r'or r 1 ;n ,. rmles : fat" , ~ · r1~ rA l 
:.. Luff , At•rn· r upol't..6 b p lhnn6d : rl tluh l& :id
lnf' oµ•:n·i.;t. 0 11 ly '/1ce - i.dm1l"a l .~n mi.. . fJtton 
(seo _, c; pJt:f ':.h te f •rmb1l :~·01·c~s t. pera tto"la 
.: t1-df , l l tt'l d ~C f.~ay 42) . 

'!he : oru 1 ·n C. ff1cr. h&s rr o<'rt ... r e •&rd ln 
0 1 &lle,·ed ly t r.i:rd n en t r1tl::ih l!ind1n~ on 
t :11;S 'l.ttst CNi St of Jutle n-j . 

ur 1Je:: r e re:: .;ar ~Hn, ; & poss 1Lle l r ltlsh 1&'1d1 n~ 

oper~ ~ 1on i n ~or~&y . 

':h\.. i"uet.r tJ r or dtiro U .<: s tr t. n g then inc of 
tne ~ rmy f or cµ s 1n ~orthern Jutl bnd . 

S trLnp the'l l n c of r~rces 1n ,orthern Jutland 
to be cs rrie~ out with pe r ~onncl from the 
Replaceme:it Ar ... y . 

hn nppr eclat i on ~r the sltuat i <'P by C. F. V. 
on 22 Jun dra~s attentlo~ to a striklnr 
,•etherlnr or smal l vessels on t he south 
coast of ·nrlend t n the s ector ?ortamou~h -
~outhsmpton - Pool e - Por t l an:, ~ni at 
~xlu ry (stc) . An incruase in railwa y and 
caLl e !alotege. The arrest of 12 lead6rs 
of a r esistance nr ~antza tlon a t Moons (slc) 
on 22 Jun 42, who ~e rE orepar1n6 & ceneral 
saLo tage operation to take place during 
tr.o next f ew days, lndice tes a possible 
connection wi th the pla~ned brltlsh landine 
operation. 

The Puehre r again expresses strong anxiety 
about t he attempted enemy landlnea 1n the 
\'.est, an'1 s t3tes tha t our defence f<'rces 
in that areo are too weak. A nassed la~d
ln,; o!' paratroops and c),l l ders must t.e 
reckoned ~1th, which might - ev~n before 
the landlncs tram vessels take place -
l ead to a d 1arupt1on of the trarrtc arteries 
which are important for the movement of 
our reserves. 1hc Puehrer approves the 
proposal ot Col-Cen Halder for the conver
sion or 23 Inf blv, which ts ln transl~ to 
the f.est, into a panzer dlvlaioi\, and re
quires thst the followin~ formations te 
retained ln the est aa a reserv~ until 
further notice: 6, 7 and 10 Pz Divs, 
e.s. Jlv n~etch", 7 ? lieger J tv, and 
Re giment "Goerln~", which ls to be 11\creaaed 
tn a trt;ade and to receive a panzer 
battalion 1n addition; also adequate atr 
torcea. Aa the ?uehrer has a·lr~ady decided 
after dlacuaalon with the ~aval F.tgb Command, 
the NaVJ ta to hold a reaerve or U-boata 
in readlneaa tor immediate intervention in 
the eTent or a sudden enemy operation .. 

In oonaoquence ot the gather1ng or amall 
Teaaela on the aouth coaat ot England, the 
~uehrer orders that ~.s. Div "Retch", after 



28 Jun 42 

2 9 Jun 42 

? 
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rd or ~anlzatlon, ls to ~~ transferred ta 
t he " est 11M1ed lately. In t.hc event of 
the res ls tance power of tl .e Russ tans ln 
f u ture operations lelnr les~ than expected, 
thti ! uehrdr l s ulso conslderln~ transfurrlnd 
S . !: • .J1v "L . A. ll . 11 a n tl S . ~ . Div 11 T 11 to t;he 
t eat. In thls case Lhe thr ee ! . F . d 1v lslnne 
will be placed under the ~ . r . Covpe Headquar
ters which ls in process or formation. 

~e port f r om v . c . ~ . t o the effect that et 
the bei;innlng <'f Junfl t..he numb£r of small 
vessels assem~led on the south Coast of 
hnd land had increased to ~,802. 

The l uehror receives Gen le1tzler (Chief of 
Staff , Army I p " est), Re{chsml:'lister Speer 
and ~ en of f nGrs and rortresses JocoL. 
who report on the oro~ress of fC' rtiflca 
tion construction in the i est. The Fuehrer 
first points out that Anl~lo-Amer{can olans 
for tt large - scale land1n~ must be reckt'ned 
,.1th, which will have as an object the 
crt1at1on of a "second front", this t.eing 
required from the enemy's potnt or view for 
pol1t1cal reasons, both int~rnal and ex
ternal. 

o.E .W. reported on 6 Jun that W7St, ln co-
. operation with G . E . ~., examined the question 
or strengthen1nJ thv forces ln the Yest 
(For further deta 1 ls see the •:.ar Diary of 
i:>eputy Chief ·:.Fst). The Chief OK?.' issues 
a comprehensive order. 
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H.Q. 30a Int Dlv 24 Jul 42 
Opa Journal lo. 9feJ42 8eor•t 

Res - Coaat Detenoe Ta1k1 or 
Art111•r, C01111Ander1 

Olv1a1ona1 Order lo~pe 
tor coa1i pro£eo£1on 

Below 1• a cop7 ot o.B.Weat'• Ind1•1dual Order lo. 14 • 

• 
Por D1Y11lonal R.Q. 
o.s.o. 1 

Dlatrlbut1ons 

A1 in dratt 

• 
o.e.we1t 14 Jul '2 
(H.Q. Arlfr/ Gp "D") 
Opa/Arty Starr ~tfr Ro. 899/42 S9cret 

Res Coa1t Detenoe Taaka ot Artlller7 Coaaandera 

O.B.Weat'a Individual Order No. 14 

I order the tollow1ng regulatlona tor the area ot 
O.B.Weat: 

1.) 

2.) 

Sen Artt Comd No. 301, as the repreaentat1Ye ot 
o.5.tea , bJ virtue of h1a special aer.1ce 1natruc
tLona, exerc1aea the authority or Inapector ot 
Artillery, auperviaea the trainln~ ot all •rmJ 
artillery in the area ot o.s.ieat, and e~lnea the 
combined artillery tact1ca on the Coaat. 

1he Artillery Commanders in the area ot O.B.Weat 
are atationar7 (for 302 Int Div, Art7 Ccmd 11'7, 
Rouen). They rank above the aenlor ottlc•ra ot the 
Army Artillery - alao above the G.B •• Coeat 
Art1ller7 - 1n their apberea ot Ccmll&nd. Tbe7 
direct training in accordance with the training 
inatructlona laaued tor the ArSJ. and are the oc.
petent autboritiea tor tbllr 1upp11•• or 81'118, 
equipment and •->nitlon. -

The G.H.Q. Coaat Art1llerz la under tactical cmmand 
ot the Ravy tor rtrlng on aea tar~eta. Comait-.ent 
1e in accordance with the dlrectlona or the com
petent naval cQlllDandera. Tra1n1nJ tor flrlng on 
aea targeta 1a the taak or the JlaY1• All poaa1ble 
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aot1on agalnat targeta on ahore 1a to be oona1dered 
to the greateat poaa1ble extent in oloae ooopera
tion between the competent naval oommandera and 
the artillery commanders. 

Regarding oommitment or newly brought up or trana
terred O. H.Q. Coaat Artillery, the artillery 
oomm.ander repreaenta the 1ntereata of hia Corpe 
Headquartera, eapeoially with regard to flre on 
land tar~eta. 

•·> By oloaely cooperating with the competent flak 
conmander, it must be enaured that the flak ia in
cluded to the utmoat extent in the f1ringplan for 
thd bombardment or land targets. Inatruotlons for 
land f 1ght1ng are to be lasued in agreement with 
the senior flak officers. Cloaeat cooperation ia 
to be striven for by the Aircraft Warning Servloe . 

5.) In arrangement with the naval commander the Naval 
Art1ller1 la to be advised on training and com
mltmenE against ~round targets. The Naval Com
mander gives the neceasary instructions herefor. 

6 . ) The competent Artillery Coamander ia in char~e ot 
the fire control ot the batteries ot the Navy, 
Air Force, Army Artillery and J.H. Q. Coast Artillery 
when tiring on land targets. 

7.) In the planning and development into a fixed tront 
of the Army Artillery and G.H. Q. Coastal Artillery 
installations the Artillery Commanders will in
variably be consulted by the Fortress ~nglneer 
Staffs. 

Distribution: 

5 70 Inf Reg~ - l 
571 Inf Regt - 1 
572 Inf Regt - l 
Arty Regt - 1 
Flak Sub-Gp - l 
Ops - l 
War Diary - 1 

7 

The Conmander-in-Chlef 
(s1~ned) v. RUNOSTEIJI' 
Field Marshal 

' 
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H.Q. 302 Int Div 24 Jul~ 
Opa Journal No. 945/42 Secret 

Re: - Deaignationa ot the Varioua 
Types ot Artiller7 

Divisional Order Bo. 99 
tor Coaat Protection 

In Individual Order Ro. 16 O.B.Weat ordera: 

In order to unitJ the deaignationa ot artille17 com
mitted in the zone or o.B.Weat the following term.a will 
be uaed: 

G.H.Q. Coaat Artlllert'- G.H.Q. batteries tor attack
ing aea targets (land targets 
possible). 

Divisional Artillery 

Position Batteries 
(Coast) 

Land Defence Gwia 

Naval Coaat Artiller7 

Flak Artlller1 
Air Force 
Navy and 
Army 

- Army divisional batteries 

- Static batteries manned by 
ar1D1 or naval personnel, 
tor attacking aea targets 
(land targeta poaaible). 

- Static individual guna, at 
moat platoons, manned by 
&rnQ' or naval personnel. 

- Naval batteries tor attack
ing aea ·targets (land targeta 
aometimea poaalble). · 

- Anti-aircraft batteries 
(sea and land targets 
poaalble). 

The terms e1uipment batteries, personnel batteries are 
concerned • th organization and hive nothing to do •1th 
commitment. 

In thia connection the Div1aion orders: 

The equipnent batteries ot 302 Arty Regt will retain their 
fo~mer designations •A" and "B", while dropping the term 
"Equipment cattery•. 

Divisional Order No . 77 for Coaat Protection - para 2b -
ta cancelled. 

For Divisional Headquarters 
c.s.o. 1 

"G.H.Q. Coast Artillery" is not a literal translation 
but 1ndioatea the organizational aubord1nat1on more 
preotaely than would the literal translation "Army 
Coaat Artillery", which might be thought to mean the 
ooaatal artillery of one particular Arm:y. ..,eo 

,~ .. .. - -
. . 



W,!: 

LAND BASED NllVi.L fi.RTILLERY - COMM/IND ARR/iNGEMPNTS 

In this connection t he followinG StQtonents are of 
interest : 

I n the case of the l and- based naval 
artillery tho Navy r etained control of fire 
on wat er - borne targets .. Thi s control was 
not transferred t o the Gercan Army until 
ther e was a definite lending . Thi s arrunge
nent gave r i se to continuous disagree~ents 
between t actical conceptions of the Navy 
and the l~my (Heer) , which were evident even 
in the choic e of firing pos itions •. 
(ZiillI!lermann ,. Bodo , Lt Gen , 1st Ops Offr 
O . :f3 .~l\Test , . U .. S . Hi st Div ,. MS# B- 308 ,, pp 9 & 
10) 

The regulations for the subordination 
of ~he coast artillery , and t he directive 
f or i ts conduct of fire nissions were dis
appr oved by the Army Conra.nnders- ln- Chief in 
o.lnost o.11 theatres . The Navy , however , . 
c i ted its c ombo.t experiences against naval 
tar gets and r e j ec t ed all conprom.is e . In 
the face o f the v e r y firn stand and the bitter 
opposition of the Nevy , it proved i mpossible 
t o nodi1'y the arrancenents . ( v r Buttlo.r , 
Horst , Muj Gen , OKW/''TFST 1 Chief of f iTf!lY 
Oper ations , U.S . Hi st Div , MS # B- 672, 
Pa r t 18) 
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o.B.~e1t 
(Army Oroup "JJ") 
Gen ot En1~ra/Opa No. 2 519/42 ~;cc rc t 

O.B.Weat haaic Order 

No. 14 

(Development of the Ch.unnel Mn~ Atlantic Coaata ) 

1.) The 1''uehrer bus ordo red that during t.hCJ winter ha l r
yuar 1942/43, o.r'..Yfeat•a coo.at.ol d•lf·nr;" at.oll lie 
strenr.thened l>:r permanent fort.reae-llke c onatrtJc-
t ion, employt.ni:: a 11 force a an·J mf'!&nf1 eve l lat. le, ant! 
odopttng the pr1nclplea followed 1n the cona tructton 
or the West 't,ell, ln such a way that no at.tQck rrom 
the air, the aea or the lond aholl appear tn hov4' 
any prospect or auc coaa, end that. a rortr~as ahAll 
result whlc h cannot Le tMkcn either fronta lly or 
from the roar. 

2.) With thia aim ln view, durin1· the winte r half-:1ear 
42/43 15,000 rorttfled lnst.ollattono of permanent 
fortr~aa-llke construction will Le conetructed -
within t he zone of o.E.~eat. 

3.) 

These lns tallatlons have the following otjecta: 

a) 

b) 

c} 

d} 

The 

of pr o t~c ting the U-boat baaea and the r~ r~oura 
wl11cl. offer 8 posslbtlfty or success to 6 m&jor 
enemy landln~ by a conttnuous ond deep def&~-
s 1ve belt at such a dlatanco t hat deatructto~ 
ot the U-boat pens on captur~ or th~ hsrtoors 
can be prevente1 with certolnty. 

o: protectt.ng the smaller harbours t7 ~ de~en

s 1 ve belt whtch ls compact, yot l eaves enou~n 
room for our artillery. 

r ;uardtns and protectinr. t ne nea~!eat tot ter
tea. -
or rortifylng the coasts cont tnuously t t rough
ou t their enttrc length, ~rter t~~ ~atter~ or 
the Upper Rheln fr ont, l ncludlnh ~he ~arc 1ng 

of steep foreshore:> l:y !"lankt:w 1r.siallat~ons. 

~eneral d1atrlbut1o~ of tne !"ortlf~e 

t1ons will b~ as rollowa: 

a) t.~11 Comd Netherlande: 1, 5 0 - 2 ,000 

b) F' ifteenth ArmI: 5 , 000 - 5 ,500 

c) Seventh Arm1: 5,000 - 5 , 500 

d) First Ara~: 1,500 - 2,000 



4.) 

s.) 

6.) 

7. ) 
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The conatruotlon of the permanent forttt1oat1one 
will be carried out by the Fortreas Engineer 
Adminietrattve Centrea and the O.T. Reoonnala
aanoe and Orientation are the reaponalblllty or 
the dlvialonai and lower-level reoonnaiasanoe 
atarta. 

Reoonnalaaance and orientation ataffa will be 
appointed lt11Dedlately 61 the dlvlalona and the 
regiments. Their task la to reconnoitre and deter
mine the detenoe zones, the atrongpoint groups and 
pill-box poalttona, to orient the tortreaa 
engineers, to support them while they work and to 
aee that the work progreeaea. They muat be oon
atantly informed regarding conatruotlon to be done, 
and they must be able to report thereon. They 
oona1at of an older, far-seeing , experienced 
officer as leader, apeoialists 1n artillery, anti
tank g~a, machine guna, etc, and 1f poaalble a 
representative ot the fortress engineers and the 
o.T. They are responsible to their regimental and 
dtvlaional commanders. The ataffa are to be set 
up immediately, and the work la to begin at once. 

The following are to be begun immediately: 

a) A general reconnaissance. Thia wlll aervc the 
purpose mainly of determ1n1n0 the focal pointa 
for work and materiel, ao that an immediate 
commencement may be made with these. 

b) A detailed reconnalaaance. Thia ls to deter
mine the area of the defence zones, and their 
dependence on natural obstacles, etc. 

c) A reconnaiaaance of individual 
w eter ne the type an 
1nd1vtdual defence worka. 

which 
the 

The ~eneral and the detailed reconnalaaancea are 
to be carried out immediately 1n conjunction. The 
reconnaissance of 1nd1v1dual points ls at flrat to 
determine one half of the construction works (but 
within the framework or the entire programme). 

The work la to be befiin and carried out ln accord
ance with the followl'ig prlnclplea: 

In the army zone there are tactical and tech
nical centres of gravity. 

Tactical centres of gravlt1 are those which 
have the greatest operational aignlticance in 
the aracy sector. 

Technical centres of gravity are those posaess
lng the most favourable conditions for trans
port of materiel and for labour. 

The focal points of labour are to be aulted 
to the tactical and technical centres or 
gravity. -2 ::i"1 

::J 
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It l• important that the work be begun aa 
aoon aa poaalble and under the moat taYour
able conditlona. All worn paaa at once rrom 
tleld to permanent conatructlon. Resumption 
ot work, on the ba•l• or the new data aupplled 
b7 the reconnalaaance and orientation ata£ra, 
to take place not later than 15 Sep 42. 

8.) Report• are to be aubmltte4 •• tollowa: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

d) 

e) 

Imediatel1 bJ teletype the naMa ot the com
maiidera of each divialonal reconnalaaance and 
orientation atatt with their ranks and the 
branches to which the1 belong (~a in para 5). 

BJ 5 Sep 42 the reault or the feneral recon
naiaaance (tocal po{nta tor la our and materiel 
aa in para 6a). 

f. 10 Sep 42 1n 'uadrupllcate, the reault or the 
eta{iid reconna aaance, ahown on a map 

1 : S0,000 (aa ln para 2a, 2b and 6b). 

BJ 10 sew2 1n guadrGllcate, ahown on a map 
1 : 200, , the cont uou.a fortified tront 
wlth defended areaa, atrongpolnt groupa and 
lnatallatlona. 

9.) It la intended to hold a conl'erence on tort1ticat1op 
conatructlon. A relevant order tollowa. 

Special Dtatrlbutlon 

O.B.Weat 
v. RUN OOTEM' 
Field llarabal 




