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On 19 Mar thoe Divisicon 1ssued a special

order entitled: "Qrder for the Development of the
Fortress Area Dieppe”, The area was now being divided

into Bectors:

Sector

Sector

Sector

Sector

Sector

Sector

(Tbid,
36,

T

Dieppe Seafront

Comprising Strongpoint Dieppe
with Sub-strongpoints Dleppe I
& IT

and
Blodk ing Strongpoint Disppe
East T
Blocking Strongpoint Dieppe
Bast TI
Blocking Strongpoint Pourville -
Eastern Height

1T In the foreficld of the Fortress Area:

Strongpeoint Puilts

ITT Heppe Westfront

conprising Blocking Strongpoint
4 Vents Fme and Blocking Strong-
point Height 102

IV Di eppe Eastfront

VI

19

comprising Blocking Stronge-
point Neuville

Dieppe = Arquestal

gonsisting of the works betwe m
the roads Dioppe -~ Paris and
Meppe - Envermeu

Dieppe Interior

including, =amongst others,
Strongpeint Dieppe East ITT

Mar 42) (981D302(D5})
Tho types of reinforced field works

{(concrete reinforced with steel} which were to be
construoted as a rule, were listcd on 23 Mar 42:

1.
2
3o

o

5
6.

7e

Shelter for & men,

Shelter for one section,

M.G, plll-box with light roof against
low-flying aireraft, and with all=
round defence,

M.G. casemates (opén embrasure) for
flenking fire only.
Anti-taenk gun sEefter besides an open
firing position,

Cbservation post with wide embrasure
besides open observation.

Armunition shelter.

(Ibld, 23 Mar 42) (981D302(D5))
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Li, Pursuant to 0.B.West's order con-
taining new definitions, on 9 Jun 42, 302 Inf Div
{ssued a revised 1list of deslgnations for defended
looalities in the Divisional sector. Apart fron
serving for purroses of identificotion, the 1list 1s
useful as a roster of thc scetor defences then exe
isting or under constructicn; it is, therefore,being
quoted hers in full:

3trongroint Fort Mahon (with G.H.Q.Coestal
arty Bty)
with Resistanoe Nest lMahcn~Dunes
and Resistance Nest Mahon-Road

Resistance Nest Quend Plage
Resistence Nest Quentin~North
Resistance Nest Quentin-South

Strangpoint Battery Quentin

Strongpoint Crotoy
with Resistance Nest Crotoy-North
and Resistanceo Nest Crotoy-South Bay

Resistance Nest Hourdel

Strongpoint Cayeux
with Rosistance Nest Cayeux-North
and Resistance Naest Cayeux-South
and Resistance Ncst Caycux~Ruin

Strongpoint Battory Cayoux(G.H.Q. Coastal
Arty Bty)

Strongpoint Ault-~Onival
with Rosistance Nest Pour Houscs
Onival=East
Ault I
Ault II
fult=-East

Strongpoint Group Treport
with Strongpeoint Mers

divided into:

Resistance Nest Blenguss FerT.e
Resistanco Nest Helligonblldhoehe
Rcsistanceg Nest Mors<-Eaet

with Strongpeint Port
with Strongpoint Troport

divided into:

Resistanc e Nest Mcocnt Huon
Resistence Nost Burgnese

Strongpoint Battery Mesnil-Val

Rogsistancc Nest Staff Headqua~tars Mesnil-Val
Resistence Nest Criel

Strongproint Battery Berneval
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L6, It has been shown (para 41 above) that
already in 4April the Gemans were congciocus of the
probability of irminent Allied landing operations,
During the second half of May there was a noticeable
Increase in"the numbsr of rurcurs and predictions of
such events, According t¢ an entry of 19 May 42 in
the War Mary of the High Cormand ({ppendix "E" to this
report} a British landing operation under the command
of Vice Admiral Mountbatten was being planned, and on
24 May the German Foreign Office gve warning of an
allegedly irminent British landing on the west coast
of Jutland (ibid). Full tide in the flood of rumours
and reports was reached in the middle of June, On 11l
Jun, 302 Inf Div was informed of agents! reports
according to which large-scale British landings were
to be expected between 17 and 20 Jun on the blg alrw
field near the Hague, at Les Sables d'Olonnes {60 kms
NW La Rochelle}, these attacks to be accompenied by

e diversionary undertaking at Le Treport (G.M.D.S. =
24L,353/4, 302 Inf Div, W.D. 3, vol "C" of Apps, 11
Jun 42} (Photostat 981D302{(D5)). More and nmore the
Germans were led to think in torms of an invasion
for the purpose of creating a "second front"., in
order issued by 302 Inf Div on 13 Jun bogan: v

According to a reliable source the British
intend the installation of e second front
in Belgium and France prior to 22 Jun.
This 1s confirmed by other reports, which
indicate that preparations for an invaslon
are being carried on in England at high
pressure,

&Ibid; Div Order No, 74, 13 Jun 42){981D302
ﬂ;,]-

The whole situation was of course a part of the war

of nerves, and no major operation did materislize, but
the Germans were thoroughly alermed., In the sector

of 302 Inf Div the night of 25/26 Jun was apporontly
being regarded zs a particularly critical time, and om
orders from Higher Cormand 32 all artillery reserves

In the Dieppe scctor remained limbered up all night

for immediate intervention in any fighting at the coast,
(Itid, Div Order No, 81, 25 Jun 42) {981D302(D4))

L7, Spring had now turned intc summer - end
soon the watchful waiting would be interrupted by the
violent action on the beaches of Dleppe, Befors
turning to the descripticn of later events 1t might be
well to mention in passing two developments which

had taeken place since thé reappointment of Marshal

Ve Rundstedt as 0.B.West, On 24 {ipr Lt-Gen Hilpert
had been replaced as C, of S, 0,B.West by Maj~Gen
Zeitzler (W.D. OKW, %ghéit, 24 Apr 42), and on 29

Mey Higher Command 3% had been up-graded to a fillw
fledged Corps Headguarters as H.Q. 81 Inf Corps,

(302 Inf v, W.D. 3, op cit, 29 May 42)
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50, Two days later, on 9 Jul, Hitler
showed his concern in an order containing the announoee
ment

In the event of an eneny landing I will
proceed in person to the West and assume
charge of operations fron there,

{Fuehrer Directives, Transl, cp cit,
Vol IT, pp 34/386) ’ '

One of the irmediate measures which the fuehrer
demanded at that time was the imnmediate transfer to
the area of 0.B.West of 1 S.S. Div S"Adolr Hitler")
and 2 S.S. Div {"Das Reich"),*{ibid). He referred

to sccumulating intolligence roports abcut heavy
concentrations of ferrying vessels along the southern
coasts of England, and declered the following coastal
areas to be threatencd in particular:

In the first pleace, the Channel coast, the
arca between Dieoppe and Le Havre, and
Normendy, since these sectors can be
reached by cnemy plones and also because
they lie within renge of o large portion
of the ferrylng vessgels,

(Ibid)

51, As was so often the cese when the
Germans were ready eand waiting - nothibg unusual
occurred on 10 Jul, 4t 0235 hrs Corps had given
telephonic orders for "Increased Readiness for fAction®,
end the order had been passcd along to the regiments
end units. At 1150 hrs, however, the Corps Intel-
ligence officer called the Division and explained
that no reports of actusl cmbarkations or similar
signs of impending attack had been recelved, but that
the Russians had again urgcd the British Government
to open a second front, and thet this had been the -
regson for Rundstedt's orders, (302 Inf BDiv, W.D. 3,
op ¢it, 10 Jul 42}

52 One reflecticn of the growing anxiety
was a telephone csll on that day from Corps announQe-
ing an immediatec and drastic imcrecase in the authorized
establishment of the Dieppe Division (ibid). Details

of the upward revision wero gset ferth In a memorandum
issued by the Division om 15 Jul, According to this
ell relatod measures were to be carrled out as quickly
as possible, 31 Aug was given as thc extreme tlme

linit for the complotion of eny last details, The

most important additions to boe made were the following:

* tater on, in October 1942, these two Divisions were
moved to the coast of Normendy, where they relieved
7 FL v, On 0.B.West's sit maps for 1942 the latter
Division was shown for the last time on 26 Sepe
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Infantry
each rifle company - two light mortar sections

each M,G., company ~ one heavy mortar platoon
{of 6 heavy mortars)

each regiment - one light infantry gun
platoon {of 2 light in=-
fantry guns)

= the infentry anti-tank
platoon to be reorganized
as an jnfantry anti-tank
conpany consisting of

2 platoons = 3,7 em A,-Tk

guns
and
2 platoons =~ 5 c¢m 4,-Tk
guns
Artillery
each artillery battalion - to have a third
battery.

Therefore creation of a
3rd, 6th and 9th bdattery

(3rd bty: 4 - 8 cn fleld
guns

6th bty: 4 1t f£d hows

9th bty: 4 1t fd hows

In addition to this there were to be subsgstantial in-
oroeases in signal,supply and medical personnel,
(G.M.D.8, ~ 24353/4, 302 Inf Div, W.D. 3, vol "C" of
Aprs, 15 Jul 42° (98lp302(D5))

53. In view of the presence near the coast
of 80 many different types of artillery, end in view
of the fact that during the succossive stages of a
defence actjion many batteries would be receiving
orders from different command posts, O.,B.West now
19sued two orders, setting forth in condensed form
the tasks and designations of the warious artillery
components, The two documents were republished by
the Division on 24 Julj; for purposcs of reference
vrhotoatatioc copies and translations thereof are
being retained as Appondix "F" to this report,
(Ibid, 24 Jul L2) {981D302{D4))

54, During the last woek of July tension
abated and the troops were granted some alleviations,
Entries for July in the War Diary of the Division
indicate that approximately ten tank turrets hed
been allocated and were to be installed (13 Jul),
that the heavy anti-airoraft batteory at St. Valery=
sur-Somme was withdrawn from tho sector and moved
to Boulogne (19 Jul), and that sporadic air attacks
and reconnaissance flights ovor the sector had been
continuing throughout the month. {302 Inf Div,
W.D. 3, op oit)









- 30 -

(GeM.D.S. - 24353/5, 302 Inf Div, W.D. 3, Vol "C" of
Apps, Appx 127, Div Order No, llé, 7 Sep 42)(Photo=~
stat 981D302(D4)}, As a result of this O0.,B.West made
o change in the dispositions of his Amy Group
Heserve:

1210 hrs 4 Sep 42

0.B.,West to 7 ¥1 Div (For information to
Szventh Army)

Due to lending attempis to be expocted in
the coastal sector Crmen-Cherbourg, the
Fuchrer desires 7 F1 Div tc movo forward,

7 F1 Div thereforc moves to the area
Ballercy - St. Lo - Guilberville - Caumont,
to be nveilable ¢n shortcst notice for
cormitmcnt butween Caen and Cherbourg,

The moverent is to be carried out quickly,

Strong combat olcments rust be in the new
arca by the morning cf 5 Sep, 7 F1 Mv
reports exccution of order directly to
0.B.West, for information to Seventh Army
and 84 Inf CornHa,

C,B., West

(G.M.D.S. - 28863/2, Sevanth Army, W.D. 13,
Apps 1 - 30 Sop 42} (Photostat 98icw(Dis))

61, In the latter part of the month the
Gormans were being kept cn the qui vive by British
radio stntions advising the French population to
leave the coastal zones {G.M.D,S. - 24353/1, 302 Inf
Div, W.D. 3, 18, 26, 29 Scp 42}, But at the begin-
ning of October there was a ccnsidercable increase in
the number of alsrming itcems; on 6 Oct 0,.B.West was
infcrmed of the recrudescence of reports about in-
ninent lendings, and in the svoning of 9 Oct the
Arned Fcreces Operaticns Staff signelled:

Due to nunerouys reports regarding increasing
threaet tc the ooastal area Cherbourg
the Fuehrer has ordered:

S.S. Div (D.R.) and S.3. Div {A.H.) to be
concentrated in the sareas of St, Lo and
Mezidon,

165 Inf Div to be set up as an operational
reserve to defend the landfront of the
herbour strongpcints,

Artilliery Reserve of O0,B.West to be moved
as soon as possible to an area pormitting
quickest cormitment on Normen as well as
Breton peninsulss,
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by an attack lasting for weeks," * (Ibid)

6y o Nearly one week latcr the German
defences were being tested at Dieppe. While those
parts of the defence mechenism, which were actually
called into play, secmed to have functioned sgmoothly
enough, the Germans could not fail to realize theat
future undertakings would be supported from the sea
and from the air, Shortly aftcérwards, on 25 Aug,
O0.,B.West 1ssued Basic Order Nc. 1l4: "Development of
the Chennel and Atlantic Coast DefencesW. A photo-
static copy of the document is being retained by
Hist Sec {G.S.); a translation appears as Appendix
"G" to thi{s report (G.M.D.S. H22/85, Grundlegende
Befehle, op cit, R5 Aug 4R) (Photostat 981CW{ID11}).
In this order Rundstedt gave notioe t¢ &ll conecerned
of the fundamental change which had taken place in
coast defence plenning:

25 Aug 42 The Fuehrer has orderced: During the
winter half-ycar 1942743 the coastal
defences in the area of (.B.West arc
to be strongthenced by using all forces
and meens for the construction of
permanent fortificeations according
to the principles employed at the
West Wall, This 1s to be done in -
such a nanner as tc neke seem hope-
less any attack from the alr, sca
or land, and to create a fortress
which cannot be taken either frontally
or from the rear, Towards this end
;2%000 fortifications of a permanent
natire are to De built 1in the erea Of
0,B.West quring the winter half-year

o (IDid}

* Nothing was sald about the eccnomic mspects of the
undertaoking; and probably nothing valid could have
been sa0id, The fundamental purpose of eny fortifi-
cation 1s to discourage attack., Had the Germans
not been opposed by powers of vastly creater in-
dustriael capacity, and had thoy been in a position
to ¢reate and maintaln great bomber fleets as
mobile reserves of fire power, thon such en Atlantic
Fortress might have forced the flow of events into
different channels, .s 1t was, however, due toO
the inexorable sffects cof timo and oconomios
potentials, the Atlantic Wall was destined to
remain sbmething of a bluff, '
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After the failure of this operation wrong
conclusions wero drawn by both sides, The
British throw all blame on the shortcomings
in technical and fighting qualitios of the
recently inventod tanks,

They were on the point of scrapping
the whole tank brigade. DBut thers was one
man (Fuller), whc devoted himself with
iron determinntion to the reotention and
further development of the tank, and who
finally reached his goal, in spito of the
oppesition of the military bureaucracy.

But unfortunately thore wos ne such man in
Germany, The crrcneous conclusion reached
in Germany aftor the Cambral battle was:
"The tank 18 nothing but a bogy to frighten
children with, It has becen proved that
artillery cemn deal with them, and that they
can accoemplish nothing against trocops of
hizgh morale, "find so by roason of this
erroncous conclusicn the disastrous doclsion
was made to stop production of tanks end
enti-tank weaponsi which decision led to o
situation in which we could no longer hold
in check the load gaincd by our enemy,

In this war, a novelty analogous to
the use of tanks at Cambrail in World War T,
1s the first large-scalc and unsuoccessful
landing operaticn at Dieppe. 4is 1t should
never be assuncd that thc onemy will draw
wrong cornclusions thercefrom, so we too
should avoid the nistake of thinking that
the British have r¢alized that oven now
thoy can do nothing against our coastal
defence. Tho onany will not give up the
1dea of forming a second front, for he
knows that it i1s definitely his only re-
naining chance of achieving victory. d{ind
8¢ T regard it as ny task tc boegin
immediately deoing everything humanly pose
8ible t¢ increasc the defunce potential of
the ccastal area.

(G.M.D.S. - H22/88, Kuostenschutz Kanal=
kucste, 3 Oct for 29 Sep 42) (Photostat
and Translation 981HC{D16))

The foregoing sceris t¢ indicate that tho Dieppe
operation strengthened Hitler Iin his rcsolve to g0
ahead with the construction of an ".itlantic Wall",
German documents for the balance of the pre-invasion
periocd show clearly hcw this prograrmme was hampered
by a chronic lack of men and materials, by the over-
riding preoccupation with construction work on the
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APPENDIX nan :
to H.S. Report No, 36

295 INF DIV

LOCATION MAP

15 Nov 40

981D295 { D2)

Ref: para 4






/PPENDIX "B"
to H.S. Report No, 36

295 TNF DIV

LOCATICN MLP

15 Mar 41

981D295( D4 )

Ref: ©para 7






ATFENDIX "C"
to H,S. Report No,36

302 INF DIV

DIVISIONAL ORDER NO, 27

28 fug 41

{Translatiom)

981D302( D4 )

Ref: para 20















































































































AFPPENDIX "G"
to H.S. Report No,36

BASTC ORDER NO, 1i4

25 Aug 42

(Trenslation)

381CWw(D1l)

Ref: para 64














