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'teletype

Tonth Army/Op.
No. 0831/44 Secret

'fa: ~ener81 of ~ount81n ~rnop8 Feursteln,
Comd 51 Ntn Corps

26 Sep 44

.'

Al.o to: Col v. Roet. Comd 715 Int Dlv
Lt-Gen Hauck. Comd 305 Inf Dlv
Lt-Gen ~8ulent.ch, Coed

356 Inf Dlv

Gen~ral of Armoured Troops Herr.
Comrt 76 pz Corps

Al.o to: Col Ehlert, Comd 114 Jg Dlv
Lt-Gen noppe. CoDd 278 Inf Dlv
Lt-Gen Baade. Comd 90 pz Gren Dlv
Col Crasemann, Coed 26 pz Div
Mej-Gen Pollack. CoDd 29 pz

Gran Div
Lt-Gen Heidrich, Comd 1 Para Div
~Aj-Gen Frohnhoefer, Comd

20 G.A.P. ?d Dlv

eners1 of Infantry Dastler,
Comd Venetian Coast Area

Also to: Lt-Gen Reinhardt. Comd 98 Inr Div
~Bj-Gen v. Heygendorr, Comd

162 (Turc) lor D1v

All CopIes to carry full List of Addressees

Tho reason for our having to flaht 80 stubbornly down
here In Italy Is often lost sight of In the strenuous
ness of the dally round. I therefore repeat:

Our operational task Is to hold Northern Italy for 8S Ions
as possible. Its 108S would make U8 completely dependent
on the Reich for food and supplies. Furthermor~, the
surplus produced by many industrial and food production
plants would no longer flnd lts wey to the Relch. I do
not need to elaborate on the manner in which that would
affect the present wartime situation as regards food and
supplies - for us and for the Reich. a8 ~ell 88 ~or the
other decisive theatres of war. From the military polnt
of vlew. the takln up of en Alplne foref1eld posltlon
would not be very advantageousj all th~ advantasea, both
on land and In the air would be .ith the enemy. The
dlsadvantages, especially wlth regard to supplies and
supply routes would be oura, and from then on •• should
have the enemy air bases close to our Homeland on the
South too.

Our conduct of battle is baaed on thele considerationa.
The lmportant thing therefore is; flrst, not to relln
quleh one foot of soll to the enemy wlthout lnfllctln~

heavy casualtles; aecondl" to preserve th~ talanee or
____our own fldhtlng potentlal 1n relatlon t he '
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fluctuating strength, In whIch procedure the prevention
of a breakthrouJh Is the decisive poInt. The enomy's
reserves are not inexhaustible. Heavy casualties In
particular would press very heaVily on him. The tattles
of Ortona and Cassino have demonstrated this.

The task can only be mastered throu~h the ht~he8t acco~

pllshmenta In the art of command. It must be reaaserted
dally In the constant examination of the sttuatlon. Any
sort of routine procedure Is out of place. Also I
cannot tell any subordinate command long In advance
for what length of tIme it wIll occupy any one ~osltlon.

or tor how Ion; it wIll have to hold 8 definite ere•.
Defence and withdrawal wIll be decided on from the above
points of vIew and from those alone.

Regardlnd tactics, I have already sald enouih. Depth
and agaIn depth; reserves and &galn reserves.

v. VlETINGHOPP
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Conterence wlth o.e.sw on 28 Sep ••

1.) "erbel Reporta ot the Arez C...nderu

Commander Fourteenth Army:

In the aone ot 14 Pa Corpa wlthdrawal to Oraan Line II
baa been carrled out eccordlng to plan. The enemJ
baa tollowed up. and la In flghtlng contact wlth the
rearguarda. Whlle enemy attecka along the road lead
Ing trom Flrenauola to Bologne heve torced ua to take
back our Ilne to the area on elther alde ot Monghldoro,
the maln preaaure polnt la atl11 the ArmJ'e threatened
eaat wlng. To aupport the weakened and no longer
atable 44 Int Dlv. two reglmental groupa trom 334
Int Dlv are In tranalt, for Interpolatlon tetween the
road Caatel del RIo - !mola and Tenth Army'a wlng.

Commander Tenth Army:

More torces have been r.l••••d on the Army'. rlSht
wlng, ao that by attackln~ from Northaaat to South
weat contact wlth Fourteenth Army'a left wlng In
the M. eattaglla area can be ..lntalned; tha enemy
penetration area reduced, and a further penetration
to !mola flnally prevented. In the zone ot 78 Pa
Corpa, the polnt of maln effort of the flghtlng durlng
the laat tew daya 11ea In the area on elther alde
of the Vla ·Eml1la. Attacka made here In battallon
atrength wlth exceptlonally atrong artl11ery aupport
and numerous tanka became extremely violent, and
both aldea auffered heavy caaualtlea. The loaaea
In paraonnel are eapeclally dlfflcult to replace, aa
the reinforce.ente tIo.lng In are not Buited tor
immedtate incorporation In 8 maIn battle front;
thay muat flr.t undargo an Inten.lflcatlon of traln
lng, and bacome accllmatlzed to the exl.tlng battle
condl tiona.

2.) Stand taken up by O.B.S.:

On Army Group'. rlght wlng there exlat. at the preaent
tl.e the danger that the 4th Morrocen Dlvlalon will
attack Turln from the We.t before the advent of heavy
anow. Henceforth a landing 1n the ImperIa area
11ea wlthln the range of po.albllltle., •• well aa
large-acale alrborne landlng. over the whole ot the
Plalna of Lombardy. In vlew of the weak forcea
a.alleble In the Llgurlan ArmJ. It 1. planned to
withdraw the lett wlng of thla Army, In order to
eatabllah a ahorter, and therefore aater contact
between the Oenoa area and the mountaln tront.

In vlew ot the depleted atrength ot the dlvlalona,
whlch heve been engaged In ..Jor tlghtlng tor weeka
and even monthe, Al'lll Oroup 1188 aubmltted a requeat
to the Armed Forcea Supreme Co...nd thet the "Autumn
Fog" move.ent be Inltlated by ..ana of a atep-b,-atep

The ehrer a not lven hla conaant
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to this request, tecause a Ithdra ront
behind t Po might 00 ch ot tor the
German people, and also because the y,
economic and political consequences be
supporta Ie at this time.· aldea art e produc
tion, hich Is atill orkln~ at high pres ure, the
losa ot the Po plains ould have a moat d letert us
ettect on the tood situatIon, &s It 0 ld an t t
the food upplles tor t e (orces committed n Italy

ould have to come from Germany.

ror these reasons, ourteenth and enth Ales mua
hold their present front unconditionally B t Y
klltul tactics the Armies south 0 the Po must e

preaerved Intact.

hile enth rmy'a lett In J

at ts dl poaal up to about
et e n Cesena an t e coa t

that may ecome nece
ene pre u e, I
dele erlous e

o m
co 0
a

e

1,500 reolace ents for 1 Para
n a dit on to the personnel
ttal ons alrea available,

en promise ~or 356 nt 1.
all It can to make oo~ he hea

eapeclall chIne s. ut I
t e mach ne gun losse are eln a e
co 1 enta to the Army roup.
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TJ;N'T'H ARMY

ORDER OF BATTLE
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THlTH 1.B1M

ORDER FROM OKVI TO O.B.SW
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Teletype

Fourteenth J,l"/1Iy/Ops
No. 5066/44 Top Secret

6 Oct 44
1920 hrs

Original
110 COPIES

To: 1) Comd 1 Para Corps

2) Por inror~tion to: Comd 14 pz Corps

The following teletype message Is for your Inror~tlon:

ftToday the Fuehrer, out of political, military and
economic conslderatlo~s, has decided to defend the
Apennine front, not only till late autumn, but indefinitely.
thereby holding the whole of Northern Italy. Every last
German soldIer In the Italian theatre of war must be
Imtued with this intention 8n~ this steadfastness of pur~se.

whIch must above all tecome apparent In the statl11zatlon
of the front or 1 Para Corps.

r.y ordar

(signed) JODL ft

I request that the divisional commanders be informed
verbally of the cont&nts of the teletype messsge, and
that they see to it that the trcops too are informed or
the decisive slenlflcance of the task a8s1~ned to the
divisions ot 1 Para Corps. The tel.ty~e message itselt
Is to te destroyed after the contents have been
assimilated, destruction of same to be reported by 8 Oct.

(signed) LEIlELSEN

Suppleoent for Comd 14 pz Corps:

On the basis of the above teletype message, the Army
has requested from Army Group the requisite fuel to carry
out the measures proposed In 14 pz Corps, Ops !~o. 96.3/44
~ecret, 4 Oct 44. The decision has not yet been received.
Preparations are to be made for carry1D3 out these
~e.8ures. A further order follows.

(Hauser)
I.:ajor-Genaral

PHOTO (NI




