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Conference between 0.B.SW

A
Commanders of Tenth 1551 and Fourteenth Army
on ep

Presentation of the Situation by the Army Commanders:

The Commander of Fourteenth A sums up the situation,
pointing out that owing to enemy pressure on the east

wing of the Army and the heavy fighting of the past

few days entailed thereby, serious deterioration in
fighting potential has taken place. Thus, with the forces
at present at its disposal, the Army is not in a position
to close the gap on the Army boundary, with the divi-
sions in their present positions.

It 1s therefore requested:

l. That the Grenadier Instruction Erigade
be left in the Army area, in order that
this formation may be committed on the
left wing to close the gap on the Army
boundary.

2. That 14 Pz Corps be granted complete
freedom of movement, in order that it
may withdraw from the present main line
of resistance to Green Line II, thus
freeing additional forces to reinforce
the left wing.

The Commander of Tenth Army first states his attitude
to the question of how the rupture of the front on

the Army boundary came about. In so doing he stresses
the point that by holding on to the front in Green

Line I for so long, the right wing of 715 Inf Div too
had perforce to remain, when the enemy had already
forced back the left wing of Fourteenth Army towards
the North, thereby severing the connection. The con-
u.qnont].{ belated initiation of the movement on the
Army's right wing in a northwesterly direction to close
the gap on the Army boundary was, apart from the loss
of time, adversely affected by the colossal difficulties
occasioned by the terrain, for the enemy could thrust
forward along the valleys and ridges from Southwest to
Northeast, while our troops were obliged to find their
way towards the Northwest across the mountains, over
terrain lacking any sort of roads. In view of these
facts, no blame can attach either to 51 Mtn Corps or
715 Inf Div, as the requisite forces to close the pene-
tration area were not avallable -at the right time; neither
were they adequate for operation against a front that
was ever expanding towards the Northwest.

Finally the Commander of Tenth Army submits that now the
important thing i1s to fortify the defence on the

threatened wings of the Army by bringing up fresh forces.
At the present time the situation urgently calls for




group on the right wing of 51 Mtn Corps. This would
mean that to be with the Division would not be
available to relieve an exhausted mechanized division
on-the Army's left wing. It is therefore requested
that the Army Group provide an additional formation
behind the Army's left wing, as a continuation of the
enemy major offensive on the Adriatic, with the conse-
quent expenditure of forces must be expected at any
time. The Army cannot cope indefinitely with this
drain, as in view of the exhaustion of 26 Pz Div and
29 Pz Gren Div, and the low fighting value of 20 Lw
Fd Div, even the increase in strength gained by 76 Pz
Corps through the exchange of 114 Jg Div for 356 Inf
Div brings no lasting relief.

98 Inf Div must at first accelerate its reorganization
by all possible means, in order that it may then be
committed on the Army wings as and when the situation
demands.

In accordance with the requests of the Army Commanders,
0.B.0W 1ssues orders &s foOllows:

The Grenadier Instruction Erigade to remain with Fourteenth
Army for commitment on the left wing. Tenth Army to
transfer an additional regimental group of 44 Inf Div to
the right wing [of the Army].

The Armies to conduct operations oﬁ the inner wings
Jointly in such & manner that at all costs the gap on the
Army boundary will be closed.

The holding out of the left wing of Tenth Army is just
as decisive for the future conduct of battle as the
prevention of a breakthrough in the centre, on the inner
wings of the Armies.

Freedom of movement for withdrawal to Green Line II is
therefore granted to Fourteenth Army, while Army Group
intends to transfer a regimental group from 94 Inf Div
on the Po to Tenth Army. In Green Line II operations
are to be conducted in such a way that every metre of
ground is stubbtornly defended, thus maintaining an
overall freedom of movement.
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Tenth Army/Ops 26 Sep 44
No. 0831/44 Secret

To

Seneral of kountain Troops Feurstein,
Comd 51 Mtn Corps

Also to: Col v. Rost, Comd 715 Inf Div
Lt-Gen Hauck, Comd 305 Inf Div
Lt-Gen Faulentach, Comd
356 Inf Div

General of Armoured Troops Herr,
Comd 76 Pz Corps

Also to: Col Ehlert, Comd 114 Jzg Div

Lt-Gen Hoppe, Comd 278 Inf Div
Lt-Gen Eaade, Comd 0 Pz Cren Div
Col Crasemann, Comd 26 Pz Div
Ma j-Gen Pollack, Comd 29 Pz

Gren Div
Lt-Gen Heidrich, Comd 1 Para Div
Ma j-Gen Frohnhoefer, Comd

20 G.A.F. Fd Div

General of Infantry Dostler,
Comd Venetian Coast Area

Also to: Lt-Gen Reinhardt, Comd 98 Inf Div

Ma j-Gen v. Heygendorf, Comd

162 (Turc) Inf Div
All Copies to carry full List of Addressees

The reason for our having to fight so stubbornly down
here in Italy 1s often lost sight of in the strenuous-
ness of the daily round. I therefore repeat:

Our operational task is to hold Northern Italy for as long

as possible. 1Its loss would make us completely dependent
on the Reich for food and supplies. Furthermore, the
surplus produced by many industrial and food production
plants would no longer find its way to the Reich. I do
not need to elaborate on the manner in which that would
affect the present wartime situation as regards food and
supplies - for us and for the Reich, as well as for the
other decisive theatres of war. FFrom the military point
of view, the taking up of an Alpine forefield position
would not be very advantageous; all the advantages, both
on land and in the air would te with the enemy. The
disadvantages, especlally with regard to supplies and
supply routes would bte ours, and from then on we should
have the enemy air bases close to our Homeland on the
South too.

Our conduct of battle is based on these considerations.
The important thing therefore is; first, not to relin-
quish one foot of soll to the enemy without inflicting
heavy casualties; secondly, to preserve the talance of
our own fizhting potential in relation to the enemy's



i &

fluctuating strength, in which procedure the prevention
of a breakthroush is the decisive point. The enemy's
reserves are not inexhaustible. Heavy casualties in
particular would press very heavily on him. The tattles
of Ortona and Cassino have demonstrated this.

The task cen only be mastered throuih the hishest accom-
plishments in the art of command. It must be reasserted
daily in the constant examination of the situation. Any
sort of routine procedure is out of plece. Also I
cannot tell any subordinate command long in advance

for what length of time it will occupy any one position,
or for how lonz it will have to hold a definite area.
Defence and withdrawal will be decided on from the above
points of view and from those alone.

Regarding tactics, I have already sald enougzh. Depth
and agalin depth; reserves and again reserves.

v. VIETINGHOFF
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1.)

2.)

Conference with O.E.SW on 28 Sep 44

Verbal Reports of the Army Commanders:

Commander Fourteenth Army:

In the zone of 14 Pz Corps withdrawal to Green Line II
has been carried out according to plan. The enemy

has followed up, and is in fighting contgct with the
rearguards. While enemy attacks along the road lead-
ing from Firenzuola to Bologna have forced us to take
back our line to the area on either side of Monghidoro,
the main pressure point is still the Army's threatened
east wing. To support the weakened and no longer
stable 44 Inf Div, two regimental groups from 334

Inf Div are in transit, for interpolation tetween the
road Castel del Rio - Imola and Tenth Army's wing.

Commander Tenth Army:

More forces have been released on the Army's right
wing, so that by attacking from Northeast to South-
west contact with Fourteenth Army's left wing in

the M. Eattaglia area can be maintained; the enemy
penetration area reduced, and a further penetration
to Imola finally prevented. In the zone of 76 Pz
Corps, the point of main effort of the fighting during
the last few days lies in the area on either side

of the Via Emilia. Attacks made here in battalion
strength with exceptionally strong artillery support
and numerous tanks became extremely violent, and
both sides suffered heavy casualties. The losses

in personnel are especially difficult to replace, as
the reinforcements flowing in are not suited for
immediate incorporation in a main battle front;

they must first undergo an intensification of train-
ing, and become acclimatized to the existing battle
conditions.

Stand taken up by 0.B.SW:

On Army Group's right wing there exists at the present
time the danger that the 4th Morrocan Division will
attack Turin from the West before the advent of heavy
snow. Henceforth a landing in the Imperia area

lies within the range of possibilities, as well as
large-scale airbtorne landings over the whole of the
Plains of Lombardy. In view of the weak forces
available in the Ligurian Army, it i1s planned to
withdraw the left wing of this Army, in order to
establish a shorter, and therefore safer contact
between the Genoa area and the mountain front.

In view of the depleted strength of the divisions,
which have been engaged in major fighting for weeks
and even months, Army Group has submitted a request
to the Armed Forces Supreme Command that the "Autumn
Fog" movement be initlated by means of a step-by-step
withdrawal. The Fuehrer has not given his consent



to this request, tecause a withdrawal of the front
behind the Po might be too much of a shock for the
German people, and also because the military,
economic and political consequences would be in-
supportable at this time. FEesides wartime produc-
tion, which is still working at high pressure, the
loss of the Po plains would have a most deleterious
effect on the food situation, as it would mean that
the food supplies for the forces committed in Italy
would have to come from Germany.

For these reasons, Fourteenth and Tenth Armies must
hold their present front unconditionally. But by
skilful tactics the Armles south of the Po must be
preserved intact.

While Tenth Army's left wing still has elbow-room

at 1ts disposal up to about the Placidia position
between Cesena and the coast for any withdrawal movements
. that may btecome necessary in case of over-hnlling
enemy pressure, without such movements having

deleterious effect on the conduct of bnttla or the
twoﬂfruies, on the Armies' inner wings the moment has
‘ﬁ“nlfot an unconditional stand. If the enemy should
Su here in breaking through along the Via Emilia
rth or the Northeast, the life arteriles
would be cut. In vlew of this fact,

- replacements still available are being
irteenth Army, to enable it to hold
ing. It remains to be seen whether
ve to relieve the badly devleted

van, or whether the Division can
) Inf Div, in crder that 305 Inf
A e at any pressure point in the
ence system which may develop in accordance with
"&ﬁudﬁiin=ixisting at the time.

?iuﬁh lzug'enn count on 1,500 replacements for 1 Para
‘Div; and thermore, in addition to the personnel
. transfer tattalions already available,
ts have been promised for 356 Inf Div.
doing all it can to make good the heavy
- especially machine guns. Fut in
the machine gun losses are being made
w consignments to the Army Group.

ommanders regarding future



A R 8 only MB14 cut in the battle of attritim 2
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Even now it can te seen that '
ed in this zone have lost & large
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Teletype

Fourteenth Army/Ops 6 Oct 44

No. 5066/44 Top Secret 1920 hrs
Original
NO COPIES

To: 1) Comd 1 Para Corps
2) For information to: Comd 14 Pz Corps

The following teletype message is for your information:
"Today the Fuehrer, out of political, military and

economic considerations, has decided to defend the

Apennine front, not only till late sutumn, but indefinitely,
thereby holding the whole of Northern Italy. Every last
German soldier in the Itslian theatre of war must be

imtued with this intention anZ this steadfastness of purpose,
which must sbove all tecome appasrent in the statilization

of the front of 1 Pera Corps.

ty order
(signed) JODL"

I request that the divisional commanders be informed
verbally of the contents of the teletype message, and
that they see to it that the trcops too &re informed of
the decisive significance of the task assizned to the
divisions of 1 Para Corps. The teletyre message itself
is tc te destroyed after the contents have been
assimilated, destruction of same to te reported by 8 Oct.

(signed) LEMELSEN

Supplement for Comd 14 Pz Corps:

On the basis of the sbove teletype message, the Army

has requested from Army Croup the requisite fuel to carry
out the measures proposed in 14 Pz Corps, Cps No. 565/44
Secret, 4 Oct 44. The decision has not yet been received.
Preperations are to be made for carrying out these
measures. A further order follows.

(signed) LEMELSEN

(Hauser)
Ka jor-General
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