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Tenth ti:rrry , ~ . D . 8 , Int . Reps Sep 44 , Report r opaganda Liaison 
Offr) ( hotostat 9Cl1U.O;(D234)) . tabulation in this docunent 
shows th t a total of 2, 945 , 000 l eaflets , panp ets and "nows
papers" wer o dr opp3d a.t the front during the month . 500 , 000 
copi es were made of . tho report on a fictitious interrogation of 
a Colonel rionoff , who was said to have been a departnenta.l 
head i the Soviet inis~ry of nr , to have r peo.tedly conversed 
with stulin and Tiooshonko , and t o h ve r evealed Soviot anbit ions 
for tho future . To this tho }.:rny cor.J.filender , or his Chief of Staff , 
had added the following o rginal noto : "Did he at l eas t exi st? 
Ploaso inforo. nt once' • Custoc- tailored mate i a l was prepared 
for the Canadians : 

For tho Canadian troops a short story "Tony and Jenny" 
was written and 250,000 co ies printed'. It tolls how 
at hone tfi girl friend of a voluntee~who is fig1iting 
i n Eurcpo,is talcen over by a war pr ofiteer (ibid). 

The Canadian born and raised ~ife 

Burnoster (305 Inf Div) pr pured . 
Ontario" 1 which exc elled in local 
copi es ) ~ibid) 

of Interpreter 
"Letter f r oo 

col our. (250 , 000 

Nearly two IJ.illion 1 eo.fl ots wore di stributed anong the civilian 
population : 

To show the conditions prevailing in the i:U..lied 
occupied part of Italy- 500 , 000 facsimiles wor e made 
of a f ictitious l ett er f r om a Canadian soldi er 
hospitalized at Trentol a (ibid) . 

1 ~ 10 Oct 

150. · On 1 Oct the atteupts to r etain onte Batt glia 
were given up . But cohesion between tho two '...rrll.es ad een 
established again and tho GeIT'lB.!1s were hopeful of pr eventing 
Fifth Army fron r eaching the Via Er!lilia . In t he driatic s actor 
t he r uins had softened the ground , thereby ensuring a breathing 
spell for 76 z Corps . On 1 Oct Tent uny had the follOWing 
formations under i ts conu:mnd , from\ est to East . 

51 ftin Corps 1i th ' 

76 Pz Corps with 

715 Inf Div 
98 Inf Div ( one regiment co t

ted with 715 Inf Div ; 
two still recuperating) 

305 Inf Div 
356 Inf Div 

114 Jg Div 
278 Inf Div 

90 Fz Gren Div 
26 Pz Div 
29 Pz Gren D1 v 

1 a Div 

Commander Vonotian Coast with 162 (Turo) Inf Div and 
Co.IDr.1Bild er De.fence 'i.l' oa: Venice ( j - Gen Gall) 

(G.M. n.s . - 63426/1, Tenth Army , W.D. 9, 1 Oct 44) 

Fourteenth U'I!1Y at that time comprised the follo~ing a j or 
formati ons : 
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1 Para Corps with 334 Inf Div (nearest to boundary ) 
44 Inf Div 

362 Inf Div 
4 Pura Div 

16 S • S • Pz Gren Div 
94 Inf Div (en route to . ."U"Illy) 

Infantry Training Brigade 

14 Pz Corps ith 65 Inf Div 

Army Reserve : 

42 Jg Div 
135 Fortress Brigade 

1043 Gren Regt (from 232 Inf Div) 

Battle Group composed of elements 
from 100 - n Re (5 Mtn Div) 

sohematic order of battle of the large formations of the 
A:rmy was is sued on 1 Oct . photostatic copy of the document 
appears as Appendix 11Q, 11 ·to this report . (G.M. D. S. - 65922/ 2, 
Fourteenth Army, W. D, 5, ppx 998 , 1 Oct 44) (Photostat 
981A1.0 . (D287)). tabulation or the G.H. Q. troops then with 
Fourteenth Army was issued on the sal:le day (ibid , ppx 999 , 
1 Oct 44) (Photostat 9811-J.O . (D288}) . ~ 

151. Contrary to earlier intentions it was now 
decided to move 94 Inf Div ediately to the left wing of 
Fourteenth Army .to r elieve 44 Inf Div (2J2. cit, . D. Tenth 

my, 1 Oct 44) . C. of s . 51 tn Corps told Wentzell on 
the telephone that Canadians had been seen near Marradi , 
ond that attention would have to be given to this fact . 
(G. M. D.s . - 63426/2( Tenth Army , 1. D: 9 , ~px 1- 6 Oct , Appx 10, 
t el cons 1 Oct 44) Photostat 98lfJ.O. (D285)} . ( ote : The 
Canadians that had bee seen · ht have been either from · 
11 Cdn Armd Regt , then oper ating i n support or 1 Brit Div, or· 
from 14 Cdn Armd Regt , then operating in support of 8 Ind Div. 
See.H , S. Report No . 175 .) 

152. On 3 Oct it bec ame necessary for Tenth Army to 
lend further assistance t o the hard- pressed eastern wing of 
the neighbouring ;' y . Due to rain and raging waters the 
Adriatic sector was quiet; there was moderate pressure on the 
centre and right wing of 51 Mtn Corps , but the two still un
committed egi.ments from 98 Inf Div had to be dispatched to 
the sector across the inter- army boundary , where 334 Inf Div 
had replaced falt ering 44 Inf Div and ~as no in difficulties 
itself . In addition to this the boundary was temporarily 
shifted , and 715 Inf Div took over the responsibility for one 
r egimental sector of 334 Inf Div . In connection with all 
these movements the War Diary of Tenth Army carried the 
following notation : 

3 Oct • • • In so doing Tonth Army relinquished the 
last reserves which could have been made 
available to moet any situation arising in the 
ountains or a~ the coast . The resumption 

of l arge- scale fighting on the driatic 
however nay now be looked forward to with 
confidenc e . Thanks to the weather the 
divisions huve somo time for recuperation and 
for the ilhprovoment of their deeply echelonned 
positions . 

(G. A~ . n . s . - 63426/1, Tenth my , .D. 9 , 3 
Oct 44) 
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153 . On 4 Oct the Fi~h ii.rDY exerted very strong 
pressure on both sides of the Fu.ta Pass . Tenth A:r y pointed 
out that , due to the deflection of potential reserves , an 
Allied attack on the Adriatic would have to bo met with 
tactics of "nobile warf e 11 • 76 Pz Corps received orders to 
reconnoitre a defence line·between Inola and the Valli di 
Comacchio (ibid , 4 Oct 44) • . -
154. On 5 Oct , af'tor losing nore ground along the 
Futa r oad , 4 Para Div and 362 rnr Div succeedod in halting the 
eneny for the time being , -The "Final .u.pprcciation of the fay" 
in the Main War Diary of Tenth Army r oad : 

Toda the enemy attacks again at tho centre of the 
y' s front end at t e inner wings of the two 

Corps ( Sogliano al Rubicons) . On the .. \rmy' s loft 
wing increased enetiy artillery f'ire . As , due to the 
weather , the ene:oy i s unable to attack at the coast, 
a shif't of t he "centre of gravity" to the area east 
of the Savio valley is within the r ealms of 
possibility. The attack on Sogliano indicates that 
fron there he intends to break through in the 
direction of Cesena. In consequence the y 
issues orders to 76 Pz Corps to nak.e · ediate 
arrangements pc itting the conn:nttnent of 29 Pz 
Gr en Div at the Corps boundary on short notice . ••• 

In addition to this, one regimental group from 
90 Pz Gren Div is to be assembled during the night 
5/6 Oct as a mobile Corps Reserve . 

(Ibid, 5 Oct 44} 

On this day Tenth Army issued a comprehensive Schematic Order 
of Battle . A photostatic copy and a translation of the 
document ppear as Appendix "R" to this report . ( G • • D. S. -
63426/2 , Tenth Anily, • . D. 9, Appx 1-6 Oct, Appx 93, 5 Oct 44) 
(Photostat 981Al0 . (D289}) 

155 . ·on 6 Oct the offensive of Fifth Army was stalled 
by bad weather. oderate pressure continued on the front of 51 

n Corps · on the front of 76 Pz Corps the day as uneventful . 
During the morning repo t Kesselring told v. Vietinghoff of an 
order which had been received from highest source : 

0925 hrs 6 Oct v . Vietinghoff - Kesselring 

K: 

v. V: 

K: 

• • • 

My high superior has sent me a message . 
He points out that Schlemm (1 Para Corps) 
must definitely be brought to a halt . 

It is about time . Otherwise certain 
consequences b come inevitable . 

These he declines . He says that each man 
must be convinced of the necessity. We 
must help.ourselves. Help yourself and God 
helps you . 

(G.M.D·. s . - 63426/2 , Tenth Army, w. n. 91 . 
App 1- 6 Oct, pp± 106, tel cons 6 Oct 44) 
(Photostat 981Al0. (D285)) 
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The text or this message was passed on to the commander of 1 
Para Corps "for verbal communication to his divisional 
commanders . A photostatic copy and a transl ation of the 
latter document appoar as Appendix "S" to this report . 
(G.M. D. S. - 65922/2 , Fourteenth Army , W. D. 5 , f .. ppx 1014b, 
6 Oct 44} (Photostat 98LAJ.O. (D290}} 

156. Better weathor on 7 Oct l ed to a r esumption 
of Fifth Army ' s attacks . On the vrhole , 1 Para Corps was able 
to hold its positions on that day (G.M. D. S . - 65922/1, 
Fourteenth Army , W. D. 5 , 7 Oct 14-4.) . On the le~ wing of 51 
Mtn Corps British forces made further gains and advanced 
from Sogliano to the area of M. Farneto . In the Adriatic 
sector 76 Pz Corps was harassed by heavy artillery fire . At 
1705 hrs the Army commander told Kesselring that a :further 
thinning out of the front near the coast was dangerous and 
would entail an immedi ate withdrawal in case of a ser ious · 
att~ck (G. M.D.S. - 63426/1 , Tenth l.rmy , W.D. 9, 7 Oct 44} . 

157 . On 8 Oct , determined attacks by Fifth ll..r'mY with 
l arge forc es forced 1 Para Corps to yiel d further ground . Once 
more the situation was critical and a major breakthrough was 
prevented by a narrow mBi.rgin only. (QP. cit , W. D. Fourteenth 
Army 8 Oct 44) In the area of Tenthii..rmy the pressure on 51 
Mtn Corps and the right wing of 76 Pz Corps continued throughou 
the day . In order to havo unified command over the forces 
defending the approach to Cesena from the mountains , at 
1200 lirs 356 Inf Div was pl aced under the command of 76 Fz 
Corps . At 1930 hrs Marshal Kesselring called a t the head
quart ers of Tenth Army , and shortly thereafter 29 Pz Gren Div 
r eceived orders for immediate intervention at the junction of 
356 Inf Div and 114 Jg Div in the area between Savio and 
Sogliano . Despite the threat to Co~ena by 5 Brit Corps , 
General Herr remained of the opinion that the outflanking 
movements at the Army's centre were of a more or l oss 
diversionary nature , and that the main blow would fall near 
the coast . Earlier in the day MD.rshal Kesselring had announced 
the forthcoming arrival of 18 , 000 reinforcements from the 
convalescent hospitals in·northern Italy and of 3, 000 
replac ements from Germany. Sine e the Army Group had sui'f ered 
30,000 casualties during the month of September , this was not 
sufficient to restore previous strength, but enough to 
constitute a substantial alleviation of the manpower situation. 
(G.~ . D. S . - 63426/1 , Tenth 1\.rmy, W. D. 9, 8 Oct 44} 

158. On 9 Oct heavy fightins continued at and east of 
the Futa Pass road (sector 65 Inf Div} and in the area ·west
north-west of Fonta.nolico (98 Inf Div and 334 Inf Div). On the 
whol e the German f orIIl!ltions held their lines , and individual 
penetrations ·were brought to a halt in the depth of the.main 
defence line . (.2.P. £ii, W. D. Fourteenth Army, 9 Oct 44) , In 
tfie area of Tentnl...rmy 51 Mtn Corps succeeded in r etaining 
M. Cece and in clinging to its positions in the Portico valley. 
76 Pz Corps was under particular pressure at M. Farneto and 
Montigallo . Counter-attacks were discontinued in view of the 
precarious situa tion of 1 Para Corps , which seemed to make 
advisable the concentration of one division from Tenth Army 
near Cesena as on operational r eserve . It vras therefore 
decided to make preparations for tho defence of the Savio 
sector south and southwest of' Cesena , and to withdraw 278 Inf 
Div from the front for this purpose ~ Orders were also given 
f or the accumul ation or·ruel for the· ferries and other means of 
traversing the River Po . (G.M. D. S. - 63426/1 , Tenth .A:rmy, 
W. D. 9, 9 Oct 44} 
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159. In the early days of Septonbor both lunies had 
r eceived l etters frora Arny Group r oquosting infornation for 
tho J apanese Military Attacrr6 on experiences with largo 
fornations in counter- attacks on established enony beachheads . 
Tho r eports suboittod in this connoction by the two Armies 
appear in photostat i c and translated foro o.s Appendix "T" to 
this report . ( G. M.D .s . - 63426A f.1 onth 1 rny, W. D. 9, · A:ppx 
7-11 Oct , Appx 179/180 , 10 Oct 44) (Photostat 98lli.10.( D291)) 
and G. M. D. S. - 65922/2 , Fourteenth li:rn.y , w. D. 5, Appx 1028b, 
9 Oct 44) (Photostat 98ll·i.J.O. (D292)) . 
160. On 10 Oct , in sharply concentrated l ocal attacks , 
Fi~h limy endeavoured to exploit previous gains . apart fron 
262 Inf Div , which was driven fUrther back in the area east of 
the Futa Pass r oad , 1 Para Corps no..nagod to hold its positions 
i n hard fighting(~ cit , W. D., Fourteenth flXny , 10 Oct 44 ). In 
the area of Tenth .iU'.I!iy .. the na.i n pressure rested on 29 Pz Gren 
Div and 90 Pz Gren Div. The latter fornation was forced to 
withdraw , l eaving r oar gliards in the line Longiano - 2. 5 km 
south~enst of Ganbet toln. In tho Adriatic sector the day was 
~ui et , In tho afternoon the weather began to cl ear up. 
(G.M. D. S. - 63426/1, Tenth Arny , W.D. 9, 10 Oct 44) 

11 Oct 

161. On 11 Oot Fourteenth 11.rTJ.y succeeded in holding 
i ts positions against formidable nttacks on the cent r e of 1 
Para Corps during the night and throughout tho day (2.J?. cit , 
W. D. Fourteenth Ju:omy , 11 Oct) . During the day however , 
Marshal Kesselring decided to pluco 98 Inf Div , 334 Inf Div 
and 44 Inf Div under tho c ornra8Ild of Tenth Army ( 51 Mtn Corps) 
as of 0800 hrs 12 Oct . The three divis ions were to r emai n 
in present positions ; the inter- array boundary was to be moved 
correspondingly further wost ; tho G.H. Q. troops to renn.in 
in present attocb!lents , and Inf Trg Bde to be abs or bed by 44 
Inf Div. (G. M.D.S . - 63426/3 , Tonth 1.\rny , w.n. 9, Appx 7- 11 
Oot , Appx 214 , 215 , 216 and 217) According to the telephone 
conversation of 12 Oct it wns strongly felt that this step 
would bring about a decidedly noro adroit and eoononical 
handling of tho forces concerned . (G.M. D. S. - 63426/4, Tenth' 
.iu-ey , W. D. 9 , Appx 235 , t el c ons 12 Oct 44) (Photostat 98LUO. 
( D285)) . 
162. With 5 Cdn Arod Div in Corps Reserve , and flanked 
by 2 N. Z. Div on tho right nnd 46 Brit Div on the le~ , on 11 
Oct l. Cdn Inf Div began moving forward towards Cesena and the 
Savio. During the first phnso of tho advance , r esistance from 
the forces of 90 Pz Gren Div and 26 Pz Div was light; these 
divisions, and particul arly 1 Para Div nearer to the coast , 
were not disinclined to foll back to the bridgehead ·position 
at Cesena and the western bank of the swollen Savio, wher e 
defence action would be practicable and profitable onco nore . 
As expressed in various t elephone conversations between 7 ond 
11 Oct , Corps , ltrrey ruid li:rmy Group were again having I!lUCh 
trouble with Heidrich , who was holding 7 , 000 frosh r einforcononts 
in an area between the Rivers Po 8Ild Adige , was planning intens• 
ive training for these forces , and had visions of fortifying and 
defending Ravenna . Reminded by Kesselring - on the telephone 
and during a personal visit of the Marshal to divisional head
quarters - of the fact that such consider abl e forces could not 
be kept out of the fighting at the moment , Heidrich cl aimed 
to have received direct orders fron Hitler and Goering t o 
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rebuild his Division forthwith "for Fuehrer and Reich" . The 
plans for the Ravenna area, already countenanced by Herr , were 
disallowed by Kesselring; but on the whole the affair 
developed in the customary manner, and as described by 
Roettiger at 2035 hrs 10 Oct in the following words : 

He i drich has prevai led again . O. B. SW wants to talk 
to Hermann [Goering] about this ; but they already 
have enough other troubles up there . 

(G. M. D. S. - 63426/3 , Tenth Army , w. n. · 9, Ap~x 197 , 
tel cons 11 Oct 44) (Photostat 981AlO. (D285)) 

12 Oct 

163. ith the situation at 1 Para Corps showing signs 
of further deterioration, at 1545 hrs arshal esselring ordere 
the immediate transfer of 29 Pz Gren Div to Fourteenth Army to 
reli eve 362 Inf Div (1 Para Corps). A breakthrough to Bologna 
and Lake Comacchio would menn the bo tling up of 76 _ z Corps . 
The greatest danger to Te th hr1nyrested therefore in the attac 
on the Vin Emilia from the foothills , and 76 Pz Corps began 
thinking in t erms of a quick general withdrawal in case of · 
need . (G. M. D. S . - 63426/1 , Tenth .Army, .'1 . D. 9, 12 Oct 44). At , 
and north of the Via Emilia 90 Pz Gren Div was withdrawing unde 
some pressure; 26 Pz Div reportod the presence of enemy forces 
tho main defence line , o.nd 1 Para Div was harassing traffic 
across the Fi umicino . (G.M. D. S. - 63426/ 4, Tonth Army

4 
W. D. 9, 

Appx 12-15 Oct , AP~x 232 , sit r ep Tenth Army , 12 Oct 4 ) 
(Photostat 9811J.O. (D2$6)J . . 

164 . During the day v. Vietinghoff had visited the 
three divisions just taken over from 1 Para Corps . Though 
noted for an exceptionally even temper , the i.I'DlY commander 
r eturned to his headqu ters blazing with anger. Conrirming 
earlier remarks on the telephone: he wrote to Kesselring (who 
lmew it already ) that the divis ions had bean badly handled by 
Schlemm (Gen r 'Jf the ~· · r Force ·...irred SchleI!lI!l., Comd 1 Para 
Corps); that he ms unapproachable, inelastic and ruthless ; and 
that he was conducting purely line r nrf o and demanding 
immedi ate and ill-prep od counter- att .cks , thus ruining even 
good divisions in disproportionately quick time (ibid , ppx 238 

13 Oct 

165 . The rront of 1 Para Corps and 51 Mtn Corps 
continued to crumble bit by bit at all pressure points . I n
creased prepa.rations £or rurther advfillcos wore cl ear ly dis 
cernible . 90 Pz Gren Div stride the Via Emilia , and 26 Pz 
Div a t Gambettolu c~d on tho west bank of the Scolo Rigossn 
report ed defensive successes for t he day . (G •• D. S. - 63426/4 , 
Tenth Army , . D. 9 , ppx 12- 15 Oct~ .. ppx 256 , sit rep Tenth 
Army , 13 Oct 44) (Photostat 9811U.O.(D286)) Just south of the 
Via Emilia ms 2 Bn 200 Pz Gren Re gt ( 90 Pz Gron Div} ; between 
high1ay and Bulgc.ria vs 3 Bn 200 Pz Gren Rogt . lt Bulgaria 
were 1 and 3 Bns 361 Pz Gron RGgt 90 Pz Gren Div) ; at 
Gambettoln 2 Bn 9 Pz G en Regt ( 26 Pz Div), flanked by 1 Bn 
9 Pz Gron Bogt ( 26 Pz Div) ruid 26 Pz Reece Bn - all on tho est 
bank of the Scolo Rigossa , .Furthor on w s 1 Bn 67 Pz Gren Regt 
(26 Pz Div}; than as fo.r as Pte Rigossa , 2 Bn 39 I f Rcgt and 
2 Bn·40 Inf Regt (remnants of 20 G •• :_ .F. Div under command 26 Pz 
Div) . North- east of Pto Rigossn to tho sea was l Para Div , witl 
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4 Porn Rogt at tho divisional boundary . (G.M. D. S. - 63426/10 , 
Tenth Army , sit maps 11- 20 Oct , sit ap 13 and 14 Oct 44 ) 

166. In the in ~r Diary of Tenth ·:..rmy note was 
takon of tho fact that 4 Ind Div , 4 Brit Div and 56 Brit Div 
had vanished fro the ... driatic sector , ''which raight indicate 
the enemy ' s intention of increasing pressure in the di r ection 
of Bol ogna:, and eastwards of t ho Savio valloy on Cesona" 
(G •• D. S . - 63426/1, Tenth~~, l.D . 9 , 13 Oct 44) . Despi te 
t ho ardor for in:mcdic..te tr sf r , tho mass of 29 Pz Gren Div 
was still engaged in fighti g in the old sector ; at the same 
t imo t he first advance signs of a coming trEl.Ilsfer of 90 Pz Gr en 
Div were seen in tho fact that in t he evening of 13 Oct, Tent h 
i'i:rny dirGct od 76 Pz Corps to conc entrat e one regimental gr oup 
from 90 Pz Gren Div by the nor ning of 15 Oct in the area west 
of Cesena . (G •• D. S . - 63426/4 , Tenth ..rmy , . D. 9 , ~ ppx 12- 15 
Oct , lppx 259 , 13 Oct 44) 

14 Oct 

167 . Fourteenth i.rmy r port d some l essening in 
intensity of the attacks on 1 Para Corps (££ cit , Fourt eenth 
Army , W. D. 5, 14 Oct 44 ). A further crUI!lbling·of the f r ont at 
all pr essure points wns roported by Tenth · ~rmy . At the cos t 
of high casualties , particulo.r_y officers , a broakthrough was 
prevent ed however . Concern was c used by the reappearance of 
78 Brit Div wes t of tho Santerno . Further orders ore given 
for strengthening the defence in the Savio valley south of 
Cesena . (G.M. D. S . - 63426/1 , Tenth Army , W.D. 9, 14 Oct) 
90 Pz Gren Div reported the loss of Gambettola : 

lftor hours or artillery pr paration the enemy , in 
battal i on strength o.nd s pported by·20 tanks , 
attacked 1 kll STr 12427 ( Gambottola) . Af't er heavy 
fighting and severe casualties the l ocal ity · 
[Gambettola ] 600 ct r os wost of 12427 was lost . 

Ind vidunl eno .y t ks adv ced north as far as th~ 
r ail ·ay line. Th~ penetration has been s ea.led off . . . 

(G . ~ . D . S . - 63426/4 , Tenth Army , 1. D. 9 , .ppx 12-15 
Oc t , Appx 278 , sit re Tenth '1.rmy , 14 Oct 44) 
(Photostat 981AlO . (D286 }} 

situation map of 76 Pz Corps , as of 0800 hrs 14 Oct , is being 
ret a ined in photostatic fo rm (G. d. D.S . - 63426/101 Tenth Army , 
s i t maps 11-20 Oct sit map 76 Pz Corps , 14 Oct 44 ) 
(Photostat 981.lll.O .(D293) ). A part of this map showing German 
dis~ositions in the Cesena sector appears in photostatic form · 
as ppendix " to this report ( i id~ (Photostat 981Al.O , ( D294)) . 

L photostatic c opy is also being re~Oined or t he situa~ion ma~· 
of 51 n Corps on 14 Oct 44 {ibi ), (Photostat 98llu0 ,( D295) }. 

15 Oct 

168 . B. no the Gernans had gained a f airly accurate 
picture of lied regroupi n0 s . I.n 11Eneray Situation Map" was 
i ssued on 15 Oct . A photostatic copy of· the document appear s as 
Appendix "V" to thi s report . (G. ~ D . S . - . 63427 , 
Int Reps Oct 44} (Photostat 98JJJ.O . {D296)) Fourteenth .. 
reported rcconnaissnnce and hol · ng attacks on 14 _z Corps , and 
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tho continuation of heavy ttacks w·th v ry strong artillery 
support on 1 Para. Corps . ttucks wero ropulsed or penetrations 
s ealed off fter sons loss of ground . In view of the inter
polation of 1 U. S.Armd Div and the ·obvious readiness of several 
assault divisions for an a.11- out attack int he direction of 
Bologna. , Fourteenth '.!'DY expected n najor attack the next day , 
and ordered a ruthless de·u ation of the lines of 14 Pz Corps 
in f <2vour of 1 "':Iara Corps . u-ny Li riu had reported all 
uni ts of 232 Inf Div en route to Fourteenth U"IJY ; all but 1045 
Inf Re gt had arri vod and were novin15 to ·the front of 14 Pz 
Corps to relieve units r equired by 1 Para Corps. Concern was 
tel t over the delay in tho a.rri val of 29 z Gren Div, which was 
engaged in heavy ~ighting on 14 Oct end w s only now being 
relieved in the .old sector by 278 Inf Div. (G • .• D. S. - 65922/1 
Fou:teonth . oy , . • D. 5, 15 Oct) 

169, Most divisions of 51 Mtn Corps ruid 76 Pz C6rps 
reported sharp pressure on their po itions during tho day . 98 
Inf Div (in tho Sille r o valley) reported heavy artillery fire 
reaching as f as the En.ilia . ith onterenzio lost , fighting 
centred on the area nort - west of S Clenonta . 334 Inf Div 
reported heavy fi~hting f r • la Iiovc since midnight . 
Repeat od·attocks (78 Brit Div nnd 12 Cdn i.rod Regt) were 
repuls ed . Severo prossuro was felt by 90 Pz Gren Div; out
posts und rear elenants astride tho Vi Ea.ilia were forced 
back. Fressuro by superior opposin0 forces forced rea r 
elenents of 26 r:z Div to ith c.w in a northerl direction in 
a heavy delaying action . "~J'ter two hours of nrtillery 
preparation , and after several fruitless initial attempts , 
the opponent succeedGd in orosslng the Scola Rigossa at 
S. Angelo in Saline ." (G. M. D. S. - 63426/1 , Tenth n::iy , W.D. 9, 
15 Oct 44) 

16 Oct 

170 . Du e to bad flying weather the attack of Fifth 
~ny astride the Futo Fass on this day did not assune the 

expected dir!lensions; but nevorthe less, a deep penetration w s 
de 2 kn west of the Fu.ta ass roa . This in turn nocessitnted 

tak: b b'.lck tho whole e' stern wing of 1 Paro Corps . In the 
fternoon 29 I z Gren Div assumed connand in t he penetration area 

(1 km north-west of ~uerceto and the western slope of M. Della 
Vigna), where 71 Pz Gren Regt (with total strongth of"280 men , 
and undor command of 65 Inf Div) had been forced back . The 
.r..cting .:rmy CoI:'.lC'.lander (Gener .Fridolin v. Sengor und Etterlin , 

Comd 14 z Corps) skcd shal Kesselring whether the dol "in. 
the arrival of tho bala.Iice of' 29 _z G.ren Div was unavoidable . 

s~ecd-up was pro · ised . (On cit, Fourtoonth ..rny , -~ . D . 5, 16 
Oct) ~ ~ . 
171 . a.jor att cks on the right wing of Tenth l.:rn:y did 
not oeteriali ze , but 98 Dif Div as h rd pressed and lost Ronco 
Britti o.nd • delle Tonbe . 334 Inf Div ·as holding fast in a 
n line l~ kD north- e st of • i~ _ieve . In the ~driatic sector 
90 Pz Gron Div , 26 z Div and 1 ur Div lost some ground under 
pressure : 

90 Pz Gren Div : Outposts withdrew to nain defence 
line under pressure .fron superior forces . ..f'ter 
noving into asscnbly positions durin0 the night 
(15/16 Oct), the enocy , supported by tanks , attacks 
on both si es of the Via Er!J.ili • ttuck is repulsed. 
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After obstinate fighting with assault detachments 
tho combat outposts on tho le~ ving aro also forced 
buck. 

26 Pz Di v : Superior onomy forces attuck our roar 
olemonts on tho right wing and force thom buck to 
tho outpost oa (of tho main defence lino) . During 
the noon hours onc13Y with tank support attacks combat 
outposts 3 km Gambettola . 

1 Para Div : Tho Division directs continuous har assing 
fire on enemy concentrations on the l oft wing of tho 
Division 8.fld stops G.D enemy attack 3 km NNE Gambettola . 

(G •• D.S . - 63426/1 , Tenth Army , .n. 9, 16 Oct ~4 ) 

172 . In the course of tho day ' s telophona conversa
tions c. of s. Fourteent h Army praised tho work of tho Acting 
h:rmy Cormnandor (par a 170 above ). 1 and 4 Para Divs had 
r oooived large drafts of reinforcements from tho Gorman Air 
Fore o , and the high staff off ic ors of the U'"1I1Y Group and tho 
two U'IUios were exploring the best method of approaching 
Heidrich and Trettncrif: with a view to obtaining a loan of 
1 1 000 replaceIJents fron ea6h Parachute Di vision until the· 
arrival of tho Army- drafts . It was a difficult situation. 
Nent zol l so.id to Roott!gar: "Wi th t ho paratroops it i s not 
s6 that O. B . SW can interforo with orders ". Kesselring and 
v . Vietinghoff agreed that the loss of the areas east of 
the Savio was unpleasant but not tragic . The left ~ing of 
76 Fz Corps (fro Cesena to the coast) would have to make tho 
difficult crossing of the rivor whe n there was a tomporary 
l ess ening of pressure ; rear elements were nt the front 2 o.nd only 
allowed themselves to be forced bar.k slowly. With 1 Can Inf Div 
in action , 5 Cdn Armd Div woul d not be far away; tho "centre of 
Gravity" however was of course on the right side of th~ active · 
front . (G •• D. S . - 63426/5 1,Tcntb , W. D. 9 , .Appx: 16-21 Oct , 
f .. ppx 319 , tel cons 16 Oct 44) (Photostat 98ll..lO. ( D285)} 

" 
17 Oc t 

173 . In heavy fighting , 1 ru Corps succeeded in 
holding its positions · ith the exc eption of the area west of 
tho F'Uta Pass road . 29 Pz Gren Div repulsed nine consecutive 
attacks.and eliminated all penetrations by immediate counter
thrusts . (G.M.n.s. - 65922/1, Fourteenth Army , w.n, 51 17 Oct 
44} . The gangrenous cond tion at the focal points was most 
pronounc ed at the inter-army boundary , where 98 Inf Div (now 
with n total fighting ~trongth of 455 men) was unable to 
prevent a breakthrough. Calls for help to both Armies brought 
i odiate assistanco , and an order from Tenth Army for the 
immediate di spatch of 190 Pz Reoce Bn ( 90 Pz Gren Div) to tho 
sore spot , height 622 , north of Ticnco Britti . ( ~.M . n. s~ - 63426/1. 
Ten~h Array , W.D. 9, 17 Oct 44 ) 

174. In the driatic sector , British and Canadian 
forces worked their v y closer t o Ces ena . 90 Fz Gren Div 
w s attacked along tho Vin Emili and the r nilroed line . Tho 
Canadian advance along tho railroad line was eventually 
stopped after heavy and costly f i ghting. 26 Pz Div l ost ground 

Jit TREr!NER, Heinrich , uj - Gen, Cond 4 Para Div 
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north of Ruffio . l Para Div was under cons t ant har assing fire , 
repuls ed an attack 2 km Wost of Sala , and laid harassing fire on 
concentrations near Sala (ibid), In viow of the possibility 
of a breakthrough to Bologna , and the necess ity for thinning 
out 76 Pz Corps i n favour of tho i\..~my ' s right wing, as well 
as in vi ew of the British advance f r om the South and the 
Canadian advance along t he a.xi s of t he Emilia. on Cesena, 76 Pz 
Corps proposed a withdrawal·in a northwest erly direction t o 
avoid possible oncircl omont, A:rmy Group r o:fus ed consent , and 
demanded t hat Cesena be hold ( ibid) . In t ho t elephone 
conversations t he consensus of opini on was that unless 
something drastic wer e done immedi ately , the Via Emilia would 
be l ost within the week . The balance of 29 rz Gren Div and 
90 Pz Gren Div woul d have t o be withdrawn from 76 Pz Corps 
r egardless of the consequences ~ Viotinghoff told Kesselring 
on the telephone that 1 Para Div mi ght be able to stom the 
tide if it were moved to a critical ·sector . (G.M.D . S ~ -
63426/5 , Tenth Ju:my , W. D. 91 Appx .16- 21 Oct , Appx 339 , tel 
cons 17 Oct 44) (rhot ostut ~81A10 . (D285)) 

175 . Regarding 1 Cdn J.,.rocl Bde , the "Enemy Situation 
Bulletin" of 51 Mtn Corps carried the :following notation on 
15 Oct : 

Unclarified in particular a.re t he whereabouts of 
l Cdn Armd Bdo , which , accor ding t o l~lied reports , 
has given valuable supJ:>Ort in tho ar ea between 
Florence o.nd Bologna • . 
(G.M. D.S. - 63602 , - 51 Mtn Corps , Int Reps Sep and 
Oct 44 , 15 Oct 44J . . 

In a t elephone conversation a t 1130 hrs 17 Oct , c . of s. 
51 Mtn Corps told Wentzell that ca.n~dic.n tanks had been seen 
in the ar ea of M. Cece , where all three battalions of 66 Bde 
(l ~rit Armd Div) were con:r:Utted ( o~ cit , tel cons 17 Oct 44) . 

176. 
as of 10 Oct 
lccording t o 
as follows : 

A schematic order of battle Of Army Group "C tt 
44 appeared in t he r ecords of Tenth i~my on 17 Oct . 
this docunent the L:rray Group was then composed 

ARMY GROUT "0 " 

ARMY OF LIGURIA 

75 Corps 

Corps Lombardin 

34 Inf Div 
5 Mtn Div 

157 (Res ) hlt n Div 

3 Rogt Br andenburg (less 1 Bn) 
Rcgt h~oeralpen 

148 Inf Div (upgr aded :fron Res) 
232 Inf Div · 

3 Ital Div (s. Marco ) 
4 Ital Mtn Div (M. Rosa) 
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FOURrEENTH ARMY 

14 Pz Corps 

1 Par o. Corps 

TmTH ARMY 

94 Inf Div 
42 Jg Div 

135 Fo1 .. tress Bde 

334 Inf Div 
98 Inf Div 
65 Inf Div 
44 Inf Div (H. & D. ) 

4 : o.r a. Div 
362 Inf' Div 
16 S. S . ~z Gren Div 

20 G. A. F. Fd Div (under direct connnand) 

51 Mtn Corps 

76 Pz Corps 

715 In f' Div 
305 Inf Div 

90 rz Gr en Div 
l I'ar'.l Div 

26 Pz Div 
114 Jg Div 
278 Inf Div 
356 Inf Div 

29 :i:'z Gren Div 

Commander Venetian Coast 

1 62 (Turc) Inf Div 

OPERATIOOS ZONE ADRILTIO COJiSTLAND ( 97 Corps H. Q,. ) 

188 (Res ) Mtn Div 
237 Inf Div 
71 Inf Div 

A photosto.tic copy of the document o.ppears as l"ppendix "W" to 
this r eport . ( G. M. D. S . - 63426/5 , Tenth Army , \'l . D. 91 b.pp± 16- 2 
Oct , A~px 242b , 17 Oct 44 f or 10 Oct l:.4) (Photostat 9Bl.h.1.0 . 
(D297}) Apart from soallor form~tions and G. H. Q. troops , the 
Army Group accordingly conprisecl a total of 30 divisions , one· 
of which was a panzer di vis i on , three wer e panzer gronadier 
di visions and 26 wore infantry divisions . In strength and 
fighting value ther e wore of cours o tremendous differenc es 
between theso f orr.mtions , wnich r ::-.Pgod from elite down to 
quite inferior nggregations . With the Vie Emilie serving as 
a base lino f o r l atero.l novenents t he Germe.ns had little 
difficulty in shifti ng f o roetions t o sectors where ass istance 
wcs needed most urgentl y et tho ~omcnt . Tho ol nsticity of 
t he Gerno.n thaatre conncnd in tho r 0gr ouping of forc es no doubt 
was one of the rm.in f actor s prevont i ng t he debouchmcnt of the 
Allied f orces in tho sec ond half of October from the hills 
and vall eys t o tho Via Emilia . 

177. A compl oto · sahematic order of battle of Tenth 
Army was i ssued on 1$ Oct . A photostatic c opy of tho 
documont appears o.s AppondiX ''X" t o t his r eport ( G. M. D.S . ... 
63426/5 , Tenth Arfl.y , \"l . D. 9 , 1\.ppx 16- 21 Oct , Appx 371, 18 Oct 44 
(Phot ostat 9811~0 . {D298)) 
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178. At t he front of 1 Pa r a Corps pressure continued 
unabated , and , as the day went on , tho situation on the right 
wing of 51 Mtn Corps showed further dot or ioration , while the 
le~ wing reported hol di nG attacks by the nowly ·col!ltllitted 
2 rol Corps . 200 r z Gr en Re gt ( 90 Pz Gren Div) , which was 
urgently needed in the sect or of 98 Inf Div , was locked in 
fi erce and cos tly fighting with Canadian units advancing along 
the Via Emilia and the r ailroad line . South of Oes ena the 
s ituation was no l ess ser ious , and on the right flan.k of the 
Canadians the New· zoal a.nder s t oo wor e fi ghting at the 
r isc i at ello ri vor . In t ho L.teo.n:birr.e however Marshal Kesselri.Iig 
had r ecoivod strict or der s not t o yi eld gr ound in any sector. 
This meant that in order to hold ground in n r el atively un
i mportant sect or t ho whol e ~ Gr oup was being plac ed in 
jeopardy. I n all t el ephone c onvarsa~ions t ho c ommanders and 
chi efs of staff harped ceas el essl y on this point , and v . 
Vietinghoff wired t o Kessel r ing t i ne and again , and with 
mounting insisto.nc e , that t he se0tor east of the Savio shoul d 
be given up . Kess elring had been or t he so.me opinion f or 
s ever al days , end at 1400 hrs ho final~y dacided to assume 
personal responsibility by countenancing a del aying withdrawal 
to the Savio.Ji (G.M. D. S . - 63J'r?.6/ 5, Tent h Army , W. D. 9 , 
Appx l o- 21 Oct , Appx 362 , t el ccns 18 Oct "-4) (Photostat 
981A1.0. (D285 )) 

179. In the Main War Dlary of Tenth .A:rr:ly t he fighting 
in the sector of 90 Pz Gren Div was doscribed as f ollows: 

During t he ni ght 90 rz Gr en Div snashes an enemy 
attack on bot h sides of tne Vi a l!.lnilia . .An enemy 
attack a.l ong t ho .road on:'uanl·nent l eads t o a 
penetration nor th of the embnnknent. Anot her attack 
by o onbined arms on the l a ft wing of the Di vision 
i s boat on off . Only dur ing the mo~ning hours , in 
r epeated count erthrusts a:td heavy fluctuating 
fighting , ·with heavy coI!lI!li tment of proj ectors and 
artillery , i s i t possibl e t o seal off t he penetration 
north of t ho r oad ombankr.lcnt (l ft 5 kIJ. west of Ponto 
dolla r1ctra. ). Stead; ly ge.ir: iJLg in strength , the 
eneny"cont inuos hi s att acks against a much weakened 
front . In t ho centro s ecti on the ene:rny, supported 
by tanks , penetrates , swings north , and rolls up 
two battalions , which fnJ 1 bac~ f ighti ng t o the new 
lina . 

(G.M. D. S. - 63426/1 , Tenth AI.LJ.y ~ V!. D. 9 , 18 Oct 44 ) 

Tanth f..rny ' s situation nap f or 18 Cct is be tn~ r ot nined in 
phot ostatic f orn (G. M.D. S. - 63l!.26/10 .. Tenth J'UTJ.Y , sit .maps 
11- 20 Oct , sit :map 17 ruid 18 Oct 44) {Photost at 9SlAlO. 
( D299)) • 

19 Oct 

180. 1 Para Corps now r eported a lessening of pr essure ; 
indi vidual loca l attacks wer e r epulsed (Q.E. £.!i, Fourteenth Army , 

----------------·- -- --------------
Ji Students of t ho phase in quos·;;10n will f i nd the 31-page 

r ecord of the day ' s t el ephone c c::i. ver satj_ on a particularly 
i nter esting docunent . 
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W. D. 5 , 19 Oct) . At 0005 hrs Marshal Kesselring released t he 
s i gnal confirming his verbal authori zation f or the withdr awal 
on the.left wing of Tenth l..rmy. (G.M. D. S. - 63426/5 , Tenth Ar11 
W. D. 9 (· Appx 16- 21 Oct , Appx 383 , 19 Oct 44) (Phot ost at 9811\.10 ~ 
{D300}J. In the critical sector 98 Inf Div was again l osing 
gr ound ; 114 Jg Div and cl ements of 90 Pz Gron Div were under 
pressure at the outskirts of Cesena. In the ovening the 
transfer of the battal i ons of 200 rz Gren·Regt to the inter
o.rmy boundary began. {G.E.D. S. - 63426/1 , Tenth krmy , W.D. 9 , 
19 Oct) Wi t h 2 fo l Corps oper ating at the cent r e of tho 1.:rmy 
front the retention of 1 raro. Div at the coast seemed un
justifi ed ; pl&is wero nadc for t he commitment of the f ol'Oation 
at the Dnin f r ont . The disenGnger.aent of 200 Pz Gron Regt 
i mpli ed tho loss of Cesena . (G.M. D. S. - 63426/5 , Tenth Army , 
W. D. 9 , Appx 16- 21 Oct , Appx 382 , tel cons 19 Oct 44) 
{Photostat 981Al0. (D285)) 

20 Oct 

181. General Lemel sen had returned to his headquarter 
and r esumed command of tho Fourtoonth Arrn.y. Local attacks were 
scaled "off after some loss of ground (.Q.E. cit , Fourteenth /.rmy , 
W. D. 5, 20 Oct) . 98 Inf Div was being pushed back further . 
In th0 morn i ng Gen3ral Baade ( Comd 90 Pz Gren Div ) was at the 
headquarters of 51 Mtn Corps , just opened at Vedrana (5 km 
north- west of Budrio) ; in the afternoon he was on r econnnissnnc• 
90 rz Gren Div W1S being orge.nizod behi nd the fighting l ine , 
and woul d t a.kc over coomand in the sector f r om 98 Inf Div in 
a day or two . Houdqunrters 5 ? r oj Ede and 71 r roj Regt (l ess 
ono battalion) was on route from 76 rz Corps to 98 Inf Div. 
(Vietinghoff told Kesselring: "We have to stick it out today; 
after that things will bo eQsier" . ) 1 Para Div received orders 
t o change places with 114 J g Div ~ British, Canaclia.n and New
Zeal and f orc es were ot tho Savio . ( G.M. D .. s . - 63426/l, Tenth 
Pi:rmy , W.D. 9 , 20 Oct 44) In tho sector of 26 Pz Div some rear · 
el ements wero forced t o fo.11 bnck across the Sevio to .the West . · 
(G.M. i). S. -63426/5 , "Tenth J.rny ~ u1 . D. 9 , Appx 16- 21 Oct , Appx 401 1 
sit rep Tenth li:r:ny , 20 Oct 44J {~hotostnt 981AlO. {D286)) 

The Forcing of t he Savio ( 21 - 23 Oct) 

21 Oct 

182~ 1 rara Corps r eported no major attacks for the 
dny , but continued oncny pre~~rations for a l arge attack were 
obsorved in tho Futa sector (£E. cit , Fourteenth li.r!Jy , W. D. 5, 
21 Oct 44) . East of tho inter - army boundary (98 Inf Div) tho 
Manto Grando had boon l ost in heavy night fighting ; Baa.de was 
sealing off about 500 ~ctrcs further t o the North. In the 
Cesona o.roa pressure was naintl!inod (G.M. :J. S . - 63426/1 , 
Tenth A.m.y , ' l . D. 9, 21 Oct 44) . Contrary t o earlier nrr ongemonts 
3 En 200 I'z Gron Re gt ( 90 rz Gr en Div) ho.d been retained at 
the Savio front ·nnd was fighting just nort h of tho (destroyed) 
r ailroad bridge . Cor!l.d 51 Mtn Corps sent nn angr y s i gnal 
requesting tho imocdi~to dispatch of the battalion . Apart 
from marginal notes of a sarcastic nature , tho document bears 
the notat ion that tho unit would be disengaged dur ing the · 
night 23/24 Oct . (G.M. D~ S . - 63426/5 Tenth Army , W. D~ 91. . 
Appx 16- 21 Oct , Appx 431 , 21 Oct 44) ·(I'hotost at 9811'-lO. (DjOl)) . 
At the newly won snall Canadian bridgehead west of Martarano 
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was 2 Bn 9 rz Gr en Re (26 z Di vl · furthe r north as f ar a s ~ 1 eve 
Sestin ~r.s 1 Bn 9 .i.Z Gr en Regt . l£ ~ (not e : The crossing of 
the S vi o by Cr>.n:-. i e.ns i fo_ c u be c:.n in tho evenin __ end wc.s 
refl ected in the Ge ~rtn eports t ~ 22 Oct (para 189 below ) 
~ photost t i ccopy is cin retained cf ~h well-pr epar ed 

t u tion ap of 76 : z Corps f _r 21 Oct 44 ( G •• D. S. - 6J426/ll , 
Tent h Of , s i t n~ps 21- 30 Oct 44 , sit Eup 76 z Corps , 
21 Oc t 44) ( hotost t 96l.tU O. (D302 )) . •• situ'lti on map of 
51 t n Cor _ s as of 0600 hrs 21 Oct s6 be · · r etained in 
photostatic fo • {I i d ) (:'hctost'lt 9 1 O.( D303 ) . -
1 83 . ~cordin to the d. 1 s tel ephone c onv rsation s 

£l.Y Gr oup was nrw consider · 0 tho pl acinc Of thrG- divisions 
of l or Corps under the c o and 01 T ·nt h '...nlY; Senger to 
commune. t he right wing of T:. th to be given t ho 
wostor n wing of Fourteent h · ,ny . Thi.,, woul pl ac e t ho 
r osp6ns ibi i ty fo r Bologna squ~_oly on tho shoulder s of Tenth 
Lx • Un t y of coon~ i n the c it ic~l area was desirable ; 
unspoken. but obvious as the; 'II i sh t o ave t he s i t uation handled 
by t ho nos t c ~p~blo commanders (sec p~r~ 164 above }. t t he 
cent re of Tent h i.rmy ' s front 2 nl Co s was nibbling hard in 
the oa north of Gal eat a ; n f ur tho r do udat i on of the centre 
was out of t ho question . Hei d r ich had expr essed willingnoss 
t o gr ant t ho t GIJ.por nry l oan of 1 , 000 r opl ac enent s providing 
t ho nec ess~ry permis sion could be obtained f r om Marshal Goering , 
Koss olring said : "This would be f no " ( seo para 172 above} . 
( G. M. D, S . - 63426/5 , Tenth Ji.rny , ,'{ • • 9 , , ppx 16-21 Oct, 
Appx 432 , t el c ons 21 Oct 44) (.1.hot ost nt 981.iU.O ,(D286)) 

22 Oct 

184. Ther e wore only minor ongagonent s in tho area 
of 1 Par a Corps , but further ~g0ravntion of t he situation 
w s r eport ed f r on t he oxtre e ri(;;h t of Tent h ·..r.ray , where 
contact wi t h Fourt eent h h d .:._·ni boon l ost , · 'i.rny Group 
now ci o t o c orm.it 42 Inf Di v ~trido t he inter-army 
boundar y . Fron t ho ~dri~tic sec t or the forcing of t he Savio 
by Can ie.ns was r u_ ortod . Durin.1.;. tho or ninc 76 :-z Corps 
r eceived pe -i ss i on t ~11orten its f r ont y withdrawc.l to the 
line ssar ol a - Br ncci o - Di e r o (on Via filil i a } -
S, '.ndr o i n Bncnol o (o wost bo.nk of Savio ) - ensa (on 

Sout of tho P.j 6 d (w t C' c ~cno.) now • as 741 Gren 
Ro;.:.t ( 278 Inf Di .) , flunked by 721 Gren· ReG-t of the s ane 
division , and 114 Rocc e Bn (114 J Di~ ) . 

ii3i Th Can. dian c rossing o:f tho av · o in :po ing r a i n wa s 
opposed by Gor n el i te trocp.s ; his fanous exploit at ieve 
Sestina i n · t he e l y nerning of 22 Oc_t , :rte E. • 

Smith , v.c., bcstc · nn encny of n ·mean re t ation (2J2. 
.£.±1, H •• Report o , 25 , par a 138 ). 
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west bank of Savio) .~ In order t o onsure that withdrawals would 
bo carried out only under pressure , l ower echelons WGre not to 
be advi sed.of thi s decision . Counter - attacks howovor wer e not 
t o bo rm.do . (G.M. D.3 . - 63426/71 Tenth Ju:my , W. D. 9; Appx 22- 25 
Oct , Appx 412 , tel cons 22 Oct 44) (fhotostat 981.iUO.(D285)) 
In tho mai n War Diary of Tenth Army the forcing of t he Savio was 
r eflected by the f ollowing ontTy: 

26 rz Div: In the ovonin5 hours of 21 Oct the enemy 
covl-rs t.ho ontiro main line of r esi stance with heaviest 
dr unfirr3 , and thus oven £.a:t that stage tokes u heavy 
t oll of tho t r oo:ps i n the !llD.in lino . After two hours 
the cneuy shifts his drui:ifi r e t o tho artillery position: 
and 'l.tt~clcs nt the Sa"7io in tho divisional sector . 
Several herlvy a.ttncks nr o beaten off after hard f i ghtin f 
A r enewed attack , ncconpani od by continuous drumfiro , 
hus i ts focal point 3 1-crn north of Oosona. flt s ever a l 
poi nts t he encny succeoda, after sever e fighting , 
in thrusting through the weakened forces still in 
posit ion. Duo to our heavy cnsualties and the 
inposs ibi lity of oorar1ittin~ tanks over tho nuddy ground 1 
promptly initi ated countorthrusts fail to r oach their 
ob j ectives . In the pene··~ration area. tho oncmy 
reinforces hi s lJOSition ~.nd , under cover of mor e hcuvy 
drunfir e , fOlDS a brid~occed from Which in the morning 
ho again attacks t owa1·ds tho Wost and Southwest . Sub
sequent oneny attacks· f r on t he br idgehead fornod during 
the night a r e snashed , 
(G.M. ~. s . - 63426/1 , Tenth f~my , W. D. 9 , 22 Oct 44) 

* This decision was pr ecoded by a telephone c0nvorsation which 
r an in pert as follo~s : 

0940 hrs Wentzell - Roetti~or 

R: Thi$ i s qui t e u noss nt Crasemann ' s [26 Pz Di v] . 

W: Yes . I have just been talking with Corps again. It 
wa.s a fierce artillery stloot there during the night , 
und contrary to oxpectaticns , and in spite of beine 
thrown back ·rcpoatodly , the onemy renewed his attacks 
with o. will. He now lrn.s q 1ridgoheo.d , but the thing 
has bco:.1 sto:Jped , due t o his difficulties in crossing 
the water with tanks n.ncl ne~vy weapons . ·no o.re in dif
ficult i es too bccnuso in the counterattacks our ten.ks 
bogGod down . 

R: How i s tho woathor? 

W: Terrible . It is raining without n l et- up. Militarily 
spoa.kinr it is therefore good for us . 

R: So ho cannot use his Alr Forcc:i . 

W: That ho cannot do , an~ t~is is in our favour; but 
durinG the night he n~tackod tine after tine • . 

R: Thon it hns t o be br oken up by tho artillery . 
W: They a.r e do inG it , but t h3y have· trouble with anmunitiom 

too . 76 rz Corps has now onl y 90 tons per day. ·Ther e 
tIUst be sonethinG wrong with tho supply services . 

R: We ar o hopi ng for an inp~ovenent i n the situation at 
t ho Brenner russ • 

••• (QE. cit , tel cons 22 Oct 44) 
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Shift in Ger::ia.n Corps Cornands . 
in Traffic Accident; Consequent 
(23 Oct) 

23 Oct 

185. The gravity of the situation was undi!llnished; 
94 Inf Div on the right wing of 1 rara Corps, and 29 l'z Gren 
Div on the left wing lost furthc ground in very heavy fighting , 
HowovGr , 1 Para Corps , w th all its div· sions and G.R.Q. troops 
would be under tho cornn.ond of Tenth Army as of 1800 hrs 24 Oct; 
in addition the conm.anders e.nd headquarters staffs of 51 Mtn 
Corps and 14 Pz Cor~s would be exchanged ; Corps Lonbardin 
(s ee para 176 above) would cone under the command of Fourteenth 
Army , d Fourteenth Arny and A:rmy Liguria would be welded into 
a new 11.Aroy Group Gr ziani". (G. ~ . D . S . - 65922/1, Fourteenth 
Army , • D. 5 , 23 Oct 44) _t the right wing of cnth Arny t·he 
situation was equally serious , and it was decided to nova 1 

ru Div from its two-day stand south and southwest of Cesena t< 
tho ea between 90 rz Gro Div and 98 Inf Div. Frori the 
driatic wing 26 ?z Di r ported t t cno:rny forces , which had 

crossed the Savio west of Bargo di Ronta; had been throwli back 
a.cross the river (seo H. S. Report a . 25 , paras 146-148). 
Fighting had else spre d to ll4 Jg Div , whic had relie od 1 
Tar Div in the coast 1 stretch and which had been _placod thoro 
under tho Vonetio..n Coast Coamand . (G •• D. S. - 63426/1 , Tenth 
~, .D. 9, 23 Oct 44) 

186. Tho decision r egarding tho major changes in 
command rolntionships had boon made , and all headquarters wero 
now working on tho nocossury arrangements . Tho fM.y" was a busy 
one for Marshal Kesselring; Roichsm.inistor Spor.tf was with tho 
li.rmy Group , o.nd had cnllod nt tho hendquurto~ of 76 l?z Corps 
in order to gain a picture of th annnunition problom;H a group 
of Jape.nose officers wns at the he dquo.rtors of Tenth · y JDE 
and t ctic dcvclopn ts clearly i~dic tad n further incr se 
in tho weight of pressure on the right wing of 76 ~z Corps . 
Thlring the naming the mrshe..l had visited 26 z Div , 1 .ro.ra Dil 
and 114 Inf Div; in tho nftornoon he noved n to the head
quarters of tho d:'.. isions at the critictl p ints , and announced 
his int c t ion of cnllinG 1 ter at the headquarters o:r 76 .1. z · 
Corps or Tonth y . .t 1735 hrs ho w s at the tactical hend-
quarters of 29 -z Gren Div , where he gave his verbal consent to 
necess y local withdrawal of 94 Inf Div and the western wing 
of 16 S. S • .LZ Gron Div. l£liJ£ Whether or not ho vrent fron there 
to tho headquarters of 90 .1.z Gren Div cannot be told fron tho 
docl.ll!l ts on hnnd 1lBUi1£ but at 2002 hrs , unconscious o.nd with a 

~ .QE. cit, t~l cons 22 Oct 

~* G.M. D. S. ~ 63426/1 , Tenth il..rray , W. D. 9, 23 Oct 44 
lDElE G. M. D. S. - 65922/1 , Fourteenth i-..roy , W.D. 5, 23 Oct 44 
lElEliJi t 1830 hrs cntzoll told Roetti er that the arshal 

had l eft n ness .ge to be forw rd d to Nentzell , 
according t o which everything possible w s to bo done 
to nove one r o· ·nent to the re~ of Baade . (Note : 
"einen H ufen" - at the tiI:J.e being used in these 
circles es u c lloquial code word for "one regi ant".} 
(~cit , tol cons 23 Oct) 
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fractured skull , tho Marshal was r eported as boilig at tho 
casualty cl earing station of 90 rz Gron Div at s. Lorenzo 
di Guiano (5kn nortn~north-wost of Castel s. Pietro doll ' 
Enilio. ). (G. M. D.S . - 63426/7, Tenth J.._rny 1 W. D. 9 , li.ppx . 
22-26 Oct, Appx 475 , tel cons 23 Oct 44) \Photostat 981Al O. 
(D285 )) ~ 

187. J .. ccording to the record of Tenth Arny ' s telephone 
conversations , tho first word of the accident r eachod 1.:rny 
Hec.dquartcrs at 1955 hrs , whel1 C. of s . 51 Mtn Corps told 
Wentzell: !'Field Marshal i:J ace i dent ; fractured case of 
skull" . Wentzel l inr:edintely inforn.ed .Arey Group. At 
2002 hrs C. of S. 51 Mtn Corps reported that the Marshal 
was at tho·cusualty clearing station at s . Lorenzo (para 
186 above) . According too. conversation'later in the evening, 
Kesselring was moved to Base Hospital No . 200 at·Ferro.ra 
shortly after 2000 hrs (.£.l2. cit, tel cons 23 Oct) . In the 
Main War Dinry of Tenth K:r~o following was recorded: 

In the evening hours of 23 Oct Tenth Arny received 
word that Marshal Kess elring, who during the a~er
noon had announced his intention of calling at /.ro.y 
Headquarters for conver sations , had suffered a 
serious accident in a collision with a gun. o. B. SW 
was first novcd to the nearest casualty cl earing · 
station; then t o Base Hospita l No . 200 at Ferrara. 
(G. M. D.S . - 63426/1, T~nth 1..rr:ry , W. D. 9, 23 Oct 44) 

In tho synops i s of conversations the accident was r ef erred 
to as a traffic accident o Noth i ng has been found to 
indicate that the event occur ed during an air raid . ff The 
War Di ary of Fourteenth fl:rmy does not refer to the 
occurrence ; presunubly for r easons of security, after 23 Oct 
roferenc es to the Marshal's condition were oni tted fron 
the r ecords of conversations~ In addition to the najor 
changes in connands already pending , a shuffle in the top 
personnel of the Arny Group would now be necessary. At 
2300 hrs Roettiger t old Wentzel l : 

I have ~alked with Jodl r egarding the temporary 
r epl aceaent . It is of course your chief. 
(Note : Literal translation would distort the nean
ing) 
(£E. cit , tel cons 23 Oct 44) 

li In this connection see alsc. : v . Schra.ram, 2.E_ cit , 
para 120: 

On 23 Oct Marshal Kc~~elring's car drove over 
a gun in the de.rk..."Le&., , O. B. SVI was so severely 
hurt that he had ~o be taken t o the hospital . 
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76 Pz Corps withdraws to th~onco (24 - 26 Oct) 

24 Oct 

1S8 . In the area of 1 Para Corps an attackdeveloped 
east of the Futa Pass road at the Monte Belmonte (which was· 
lost in the evening) , Af'ter initial penetrations the situa
tion was stabilized (see para 192). At 1800 hrs 1 Para Corps 
passed under the command of Tenth A:rmy "th the following 
formations : 

94 Inf Div 
16 S . S. Pz Gren Div 
4 Para Div 

65 Inf Div 
29 Pz Gren Div 

362 Inf Div 

all. G.H. Q. troops with the Corps , 
and, of 42 Jg Div: 

142 Reece Bn 
3 Bn 25 Jg Regt 
3 En 40 Jg Regt 
balance to follow) 

{G.M.D.S . - 65922/1 , Fou~teenth Army, 
W. D. 5 , 24 Oct 44) 

In keeping with its future role. Fourteenth Army was now wel l 
on the way towards becoming an aggregation of vastly different 
complexion and infe ior substance . 

189 . "The focal point of actio during the day was 
northeast of • Grande , where Ameri can advance elements reached 
Vedriano (less than 7 km from the Via Emilia) . After several 
hours of bitter fighting the units of 90 Pz Gren Div and 
98 Inf Div· in the area succ eeded in sealing off the"penetration , 
(G .• D.S . - 63426/1 , Te th Army, .D. 9, 24 Oct 44) . But , 
w ile Baade obtained some measure of defensive success , Heidrich 
would be needed in addition to the present forces . The first 
elem~nts from 1 Para Div were expected during the night 24/25 
Oct . ~ In the meantime much anti- a ircraf't artillery had been 
moved to the support of 90 Pz Gren Div (G.M. D. S. - 63426/7 1 
Tenth Army , V. D. 9, Appx 22-26 Oct, Appx 493 , tel cons 21+ ua t 
44} (Photostat 981AlO. (D285}) 

190. t the le:ft 'ling of 76 Pz Corps , 26 Pz Div in 
the abse ce of pressure reported h vy harassing fire ; 114 Jg 
Div withdrew as planned. ccording to the Main War Diary of 
Tenth tu-my , the :front was now on the following line : 

~ 4 Para Regt and 3 Bn 200 Pz Gren Regt (90 Pz Gren Div , 
(see para ·192) were then en route to 51 t n Corps (ibid , 
Appx 497) . 
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3 km SW Vergato - 6 km E Vergato - 6. 5 kn SE 
arzabotto - east slope of • kdone - 2 km 
M. Be onte (height 407 ) - M • . Bolnonte -

N Par ra . di Vi gnale - 1 km SW M. della Pi ana -
i ndefini te to Vedriano - 2 km S Vedrian6 -
2·k:m ENE s. Clemente - northern slope M. Spaduro -
1 . 5 km SE M. Spaduro - ] • dell ' cqua Salata -
unchanged to 1 . 5 kn ~ Tontola - S Paolo i n 
cquilone - 1 . 5 kn SW Bagnal e - l "km S Pol onta -

road fork 2 km SSE Pertinuovo - 2. 5 m E Forlinpopoli -
SN C semu ruta - multiple r oad junction at Borghos o -
5 km. E Cam.piano - t honco along the Savio t o coast. 

Not hing of course vas nore important at the nonent than the 
f r eeing of forces for th ianediate strengthening of tho 
extreae .right wing of' 51 tn Corps , and in tho afternoon t ho 
lI'lllY OOIJI!lander issued a dotai l od order for a wit hdr awal in 
thi s connect ion of 76 Pz Corps and 114 J g Div (Venetian Coast 
Co:mraand). The main lino of r esistance was to bo takon back 
to the general lino : -orth-wcst of Bagne - • Vclbo - norther n 
outski rts of eldolo. - bri dge north- cast of aglinno· -
r ailroad bridge 4 km south- east of Forli - 3 kn south- west of 
s ; Pi etr o in Vincoli - road into s oct on 5 kn -~ovth- oost of 
s. Pi etro i n Vincoli - coast at Becca Bovano . Tho order 
conta ined much rel evant addi t ional i nfor.oation , and i s be ing 
r et ained in photostatic form. ( G •• D. S . 63426/7, Tenth 
Ar!!1y , 1! . D. 9, 1.ppx 22- 26 Oct , ppx 496 , 24 Oct 44) (Photo
stat 9811J.O. ( D304)) . 
191. Ap rt :fro dealing with the orders.for with-
drawals to the Bevano and Savio rivers , General v. Vietinghof f, 
in hi s new r ol e as irter im Army Group commander, now inf o.nned 
Hit l er of his intention to carry out a gradual withdr awal of 
the Army to the line Bologna - Lake Co acchio ; a bol d suggestion 
which surprisingly enough seemed acceptable to Hitl er (wit h 
the usual reservations) . This : formation , however; is not 
based on original documents , but appears in M jor v. 
Schramm ' s study: 

At 1800 hrs 24 Oct v . rietinghoff reported tho 
intention of fithdrawing Tenth .Army during the 
coming month to a · line from the hills south of 
Bologna - Budrio - olinella - Argenta - wester n 
shore of Lake Comacchio , there passing to per-
manent defence . • • • · 

(v . Schramm, £12. cit , par a l28) 

Thereupon , on 25 Oct , the Fuehrer doolarod himsel f 
in agreement with the further weakening of tho 
Adriatic :front , ground howevor to be yioldod only 
under pressur e ••• 

(Ibid , par a 129) 

25 Oct 

192. Iri. tho late hours of 24 Oct 29 Pz Gren Di v had 
los t M • . Belmonte . Moder ate pr essur was r eport ed f rom all 
seotors . .Armoured r econnaissance groups had followed tho 
wi thdrawals in the Savio - Ronco area to the r oad j ust wost 6f 
Casamurat , to Cam.piano and to the Bovano bridge of Route 16. 
But all attention was focuss ed on t he Vodriano sector , whor e · 
tho fate of tho Army was procariously hanging in tho bnlanc o. 
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3 Bn 200 Pz Gren Regt had rejoined its division ; 4 Para Regt 
was being built up between 90 Pz Gren Div and 98 Inf Div ; the 
best available troops were in the fight ; Heidrich had arrived 
during the day t and thus the two ace divisional commanders 
of the Army Group were now i the ector . But needs be one 
regiment of 1 Para D v would have to r emain at the front south
east of Forli ; 26 Pz Div would ha~a to remain on the le~ wing 
l est 1 Cdn Corps bypass Ravenna on the West All that could 
be done had been done , and if the Allies were in a position to 
throw additional forces into· the fray , a strategical breakthrougl'.!. 
could no longer be prevented Telephone conversations were 
interlarded with anz:ious and hopeful exclamations : "If 
He i drich fails it means a big withurawal" ; "All· our hopes rest 
on Heidrich"; "Can 'Heidrich· do it'?"o (G •• D. S . - 6342677 , 
Tenth .Army , .n. 9, AP~x 22-26 Oct : Appx 513 , tel cons 25 Oct 
44) (Photostat 981Al0,(D285)) 

193. At 1800 hrs General v, Senger and the head-
quarters staff of 14 Pz Corps assumed command over tho forces 
previously commended by General Feurstein and the headquarters 
of 51 tn Corps (G •• D. S. - 63426/J. , Tenth Army , . D. 9, 25 Oct 
44} . Both generals were ~ell known and respected in the Army ' s 
staff circles . The departure of Fourstein was regretted and 
ascribed to political cons i~ erations (£12. cit, tel cons 23 Oct 
44), Late in the evening tho situation in the critical sector 
soemed to come to hand, and Wentzell was told that the "penetra
tions had been sealed off (2.E, cit , tel cons 25 Oct 44) . 

ALLIED OFFEIJSIVES HJJ,TED BY MUD Jill D ATERS 

( 26 - 31 OCT) 

26 Oct 

194. Due to uninterrupted heavy rainfall the weather 
had now become the dominant fac tore T affic across the river 
Po was paralysed at time~ by storm d rain; Allied air 
activity was at a standstill ; in mo3t sectors the"commitment 
of armour and heavy weapons had beuome impossible . Regarding 
the events in the critical sector , Tenth .A.rmy's Intelligence 
Swmnary contained a somewh enigmc.cic ent ry: "Due to the 
continuous rain 94 prisoners· vero taken i the area of 85 and 
88 U . s . Inf· Di vs" { G. M. D. S . - 6)li-26, Int Summary Tenth my , 
26 Oct 44),H A bridgehGad across the Ronco , which had been 
established during the night 25/26 Oct by 4 Brit Inf Div 4 km 
south- west of Forli.mpopoli , was'wipe d out during the day , d 
264 prisoners were taken (ibid) mhis erman count er-attack ·; o:

carried out by el ements 278 Tnf Div supported by Tiger tanks 
from 508 G . H . ~ . Hy Tk Bn . The folJowing Ul'lits participated : 
1 Bn 992 Gren Regt { 7 Coy 993 Gren Regt (i. e . one company of 
2 Bn 993 Gren Rogt J, 2 Bn 994 Gren Regt , li- Bn 278 rty Regt 

iE These prisoners were taken by 1 Para Regt (G.M,D.s . -
63426/7, Tenth rmy , ~ . D . 9, AppA 551, sit rep 26 Oct 44) 
(Photostat 981Al0,(D286)) 
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(all from 278 Inf Div) , ond clements 508 G.H. Q. Hy Tk Bn . 
(G. ~. D. S . - 63426/1 , Tenth Army , .D. 9, 26 Oct 44) 

195. On tho previous day concern had been felt 
regarding a possible intervention of 1 U.S . Armd Div at the 
critical point . ccording to .entzell these fe s had proven 
groundless , and the situation now seemed to justify some 
measure of ~ptimism: 

: ith Heidrich going in , the front ~ght hold . 

R: But it is only a temporary solution . 

Tho next problem would bo tho disenga~ement of troops for 
the creation of a Iiow 1I'IllY Reserve . {G •• D. S . - 63426/7 
Tenth Army , W.D. 9, AP~x 22-26 Oct , Appx 534, tel cons 2~ Oct 
44) (Photostat"981AlO.( D285)) In the evening General Schlemm 
told Genor 1 v. Vi~tinghoff on the telephone that in a lotter 
dated 20 Oct ho had been informed by General Conrath , 
Inspector of Paratroops , of the Rcichsmarshal ' s intention of 
pl acing Gene r al Heidrich in cormnand of 1 Para Corps; 
Colonel Schulz to command 1 Para Div; Schlemm to be 
entrusted 1ith the creation of a new Corps . cc6rding to 
Schlonnn "this created a difficult situation" . v . Vietinghotf 
told him to wait for official orders (ibid). In view of 
Viet inghoff's devastat ing criticism of--scE'lemm' s performance 
(para 164 above ) it may be reasonable to surmise that this 
development ~as not wiexpected. 

27 Oct 

196. Pouring rains were dre ching the front ; heavy 
fogs shrouded tho mowituin ureas ; rivers were in flood; many 
roads were impassable . No engagements of consequence were 
reported from any part of the front . General Lemelsen arrived 
at the headquarter s of Tenth :my , and took over cor:unand from 
General v. Vietinghoff , who thEll. moved to rmy Group headquarter s 
on tho ·morning of 28 Oct. (G. M. D.S . - 63426/1, Tenth Army, 
W . D~ 9, 27 Oct 44) 

197. ccording to Wentzell 4 Brit Div had received 
a marked sotback at the Ronco, ruid had lost almost a whole 
brigade. This was due to the fact that the Ronco had been 
crossed at normal water l evel ; vhcreupon the ~aters had risen 
a.nd could not be recrossed •fhen the count er - attack went in . 
Wentzell told Runkel of a mossage from the High Commanq which 
expressed extraordinary displeasure at the withdrawal [to the 
Ronco] in the absence of pressure . This meant that in fUturo 
disengagements for transfer could only be carried out if the 
opponent were attacking , or if the sector could be bolstered 
by means of spreading neighbouring formations . (G.M.n.s. -
63426/8 , Tonth Army , W. D. 9, Appx.27-31 Oct, Appx 553, tel 
cons 27 Oct 44) (Photostat 98l.AlO , ( D285)) 

198. As ever after a critical period i t was now 
necesscry to straighten out the formations which had becomo 
entangled at difficult moments . Most urgent was the prepara
tion of defence lines in the Bologna ea ~ where the Allied 
fortos might soon r esume major operations ~ any changes in 
co:rmnands and dispositions were to be made . The composition 
of Tenth h:rr!!y on 27 Oat (before the changes began to create 
a new picture) was as follows : 
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Tenth A:roy 

(fron West to Est) 

1 Paro. Corps 

14 Fz Corps 

76 Pz Corps 

Venation Coast 
ComI:land 

94 Inf D:i v 
16 S. S. Pz Gron Div 
4 Para Div 
65 Inf Div 
29 Pz Gren Div 

362 Inf Di v B 

90 Pz Gren Div 
l Para Div 

98 Inf Div 
334 Inf Div 
715 Inf Div. 

305 Inf Di via 
356 Inf Div 
278 Inf Div · 

26 P:i! Div*~ 

114 Jg Div 
162 {Tuxc} Inf Diviil!li1£ 

(G •• D.S . - 63426/l , Tenth 'U'IUY , ~ . D. 9, 26 and 27 Oct 44 ; 
63426/11, Tenth lU!IJJ.Y , sit maps 21-30 Oct , sit nap 27 o.nu 
28 Oct 44 ) (Photostat 981AlO. ( D305)) 

The above order of battle is confi · ed and enlnrgod by t he 
detailed situation .aps of the three Corps for 28 Oct 44: 

Photostat 98li.lO;(D306 } 
Photostat 98ll~O~(D307) 
Photostat 981Al0 ~ (D308) 

1 Par o. Corps Sit · .ap 28 Oct 44 
14. Pz Corps Sit Map 28 Oct 44 
76 Pz Corps Sit Map 28 Oct 44 

graphic tabul ti on of the fighting strengt of the .n.rmy' s 
divisions is also being r etained in photostat ic torn (G •• D. S . 
63426/8 , Tenth .LI'I1Y , . D. 9 , ppx 2?-31 Oct , ppx 561 , 27 Oct 
44) (Photostat 98lfj_O. (D3 09 J) 

JE Plus elements 42 Jg Div; ala.nee following 

Under command of 76 Pz Corps since 25 Oct (Tenth Army , 
w.n. 9, 25 Oct 44) 

Plus r emnant s 20 G • •• F. Div 

In res erve about 10 kn north-wost of Ravonna (££ .£.ii, 
sit map 27 and 28 Oct } 
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199 . In tho .rieanti.nc Fou teonth ·J>ny hod boon largely 
denuded of fom.ations with a f'ighting vc.luo , and now consist ed 
of : 

1.rIJY Headquarters 

51 Mtn Corps with : 

232 Inf Div 
elencnt s 42 Inf Div (gradually .rioving to 

Tenth i.rny) 
4 Ito.l ~tn Div ("Monte Rosa") ( ele.rionts 

arriving) 
135 Fortress Brigade 

Corps Lombardia with : 

148 Inf Div 
3 Ital Inf Div ("Son ~urcon ) 

2 Ital Inf Div ( 91Li ttori o") (en 
from Germany ) 

lrl!lY Reserve : 

Nil 

r out e 

h schematic order of battle of Fourteenth .my on· 1 av 44 
appears as ppendix 'Y" ·to this · report. (G •• D. S . - 65922/2 , 
Fourteentfi 'Lrmy , .. . D. 5, Appx: 5, ppx 1 Oct - 31 Dec 44 , 
Appx 1075 , 1 Nov 44) (Photost at 981JU.O . ( D311)) 

28-31 Oct 

200 . During the l ast four days of October t he 
situat i on continued to be donin ted by the cdvc se weather 
conditions . Between the Via El:!tili~ and the son , east of tho 
Ronco 1 Cdn Corps was withdrawn into flrIJY Reserve ; west of 
tho Ronco 3 Para Regt moved off to re j oin its division . 
114 Jg Div and 26 Pz Div extended t hei r respective positions 
to the right . On 29 Oct a deep pe trntion n6rth of eldol n 
heralded the beginning of th fight for Forli . 

CONCLUSION 

201 . Due to the surprise achieved by the Eighth J.
0>.rmy 

at t he beginning of the Battle of Rinini , the .i driatic portio 
o:f t he Gothi c Line {Green Line I ) was not fully nanned ; noit 
could it be held b ~- the Germans flooding bo.ck to tho lj ne 
simultaneously wit h the pursuing forces . V hat ad 6riginally 
boon meant t o bo the \ i nter Lino had thus b0on lost . By tho 
end of October howev r , 1th ~ s-ill and dcternination worthy 
of a better cause , Group "C" had succeeded in ensuring the 
continuation of the Gernan hold on Northern Italy for another 
wint er . The Allies , now in f ull ascendancy , wero novcrtheless 
t he gainers in this ca.m.pa i gn of attrition, and cony of the 
oneny ' s best fornations , worn out or pinned down in Italy , were 
unavailable for other undert kings·dosigned to prol ong tho 
existenc e of tho dying Third Realm. 
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202 . At the time of writing , the War Diaries of 
Tenth A:rmy and 76 Pz Corps for tho remainder of the Italian 
campaign are not in Alli ed possossion , ·nor i s there any 
cert a in: knowledge of their whereabouts . It is ther efore not 
possible to suppl y a narrative based on enemy documents for 
the.last four months of Canadian operations in I~aly. 

203 . · This r eport has been prepared by Capt ih G• 
Steiger, Historical Section (G. S. ). 

H ( I) { • - • 

A . Ai .::Y1JL i C ar) ·~· 

1
/lu:' (C .P. St acey) Colonel 

Director 
Hi storical Section (G. S. ) 
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