
, 

- 48 -

On the l eft wing the enemy is testing the front with 
strong assaul t detachments , Heavy eneny artillery 
fire with systeoatic aurprisc concentrations , some­
tines directed by artillery eround observation air­
craft , indicate that the enemy has finished noving 
up hi s artillery , preparatory to continuins the srent 
offensive. Continuation of the heavy fighting for 
the heights of Getmaano nust bo expect ed . 

J..s the stretch of railway line fron Rinini - Bologna 
is being bombarded steadily and systenatically by the 
ene.cy air force , entrainnent of 356 Inf Div fornations 
cannot take place on the section Inola - Forliapopoli, 
and the Di vision is entirely dependent on n.arching . 

(G.M. D.S. - 61437/ l, Tenth Axmy, W,D. 8 , 10 Sep 44) 

103 . On 10 Sep 76 Pz Corps was noti fied of the i mminent 
arrival and pl acement under its co:r.:lt:land of 504 (G .H, Q.) Tank Bn 
and 590 (G .H.~ .) ~.Tk Bn (recently equipped with new 8.8-cn A. Tk 
euns ). Such increment was ureently required in vi ew of the fact 
that during tho recent fi(;htinc; in the sector of 1 Para Div l Coy 
525 (G;H .~.) A. Tk Bn had been reduced to 2 Nashorns (Mark IV tanks 
with 8 . B- cn ~.Tk gun ) and 2 assault guns (G . M.D.S. - 61437/11 , 
Tenth J .. rny , W.D. 8 , J .. ppx 8- 10 Sep , J .. ppx 946, 949 , 953 ). In addition 
3 Bn 56 Proj Regt was reported as being en route t o 76 Pz Corps 
fron Fourteenth J..:rny (ibi d , Appx 950). On 9 Sep , 2 Bn 242 J.slt 
Gun Dde , which had b eeii"""'OP'erating in the sector of l Para Div, had 
reported i t self as being in possession of only two serviceabl~ 
assaul t guns , and on 1 0 Sep the unit was reported "wi thdrawn"• 
(Ibid, t..ppx 9 .53) -
104, Telephone conversati ons be tween krmy Group and 
Fourteenth JJmy r eveal ed an incr easing reluctance on the part of 
Fourteenth -Arny r eGardins the transfer of additional forces t o 
Tenth J..:rny . The first sign of renewed J~lied interest in the 
dornant sector was noted on 10 Sep when strong Allied bonber 
formati ons carried out attacks in the Futa Pass area (G .M.n.s . -
622~1/l , Fourteenth L:roy, W.D. 4 , 10 Sep 44 ) , 

11 Sep 

105. Ger nan forc es in the coastal sector had now settl ed 
down in the positions in which they woul d neet the next attack. 
The divisional boundary between 26 Pz Div and 29 Pz Gren .Div still 
r an t hro ueh the wester n outskirts of the town of Coriano . Coriano 
and the front inoodiately west thereof was held by 15 (nech ) Gren 
Rect (29 Pz Gren Div} ; t he adjoinins sector was held by 71 (nech ) 
Gren Regt (29 Pz Gren Div ); thence 1 Para Div (with units under 
connand) to the coast . West of Coriano was 67 Pz Gren Reet (26 Pz 
Di~; to the right thereof 9 ?z Gren Re3t (26 Pz Div ) . (G . M.n .s . -
61·1-37/21 , Tenth J..:rny, \i .D . 8 , sit naps 9- 20 Sep, Sit nap 11 and 12 
Sop t,.r.. ) 

106. JJJ. approxinate picture of tne araoured and artillery 
streneth of the two divisions nearest the coast is ob tained fron 
two docunents prepared on 11 Sep : 
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29 Pz 
Gren Div 

32 

1 

12 

16 
.5 

1 Para Di v 
and units 
under comd 

11 
1 
2 

7 

4 
29 

2 plus 3-1.5 cm Pro j 

(G. M. n .s . - 61437/12 , Tenth J..rmy, W.D. 8 , .L\PPX 11 - 14 Sep , .L\PPX 
971 , Weekly Report of Tenth J;rny , 11 Sep for 10 Sep 44 ) Photostat 
981Al0.(D262 ), and .Appx 972 , Report of Senior Tank Offi cer Tenth 
Ji:rny for 11 Sep 44) (Photostat 98l!J.O. (D263} ) 

107 . Apart fron harassing fire on the main battl e l ine 
and artillery positions , the two divisions on the extreme l eft 
did not report any developments of consequence . 278 Inf Div and 71 
Inf Div repul sed local attacks . Headquarters 76 Pz Corps wer e 
nov ed to a point l km west of Pte Ma.tatardo (halfWay between 
Cesena and Ganbettol a ). Progress was made in the concentration of 
356 Inf Div in the area between Forlimpopoli and Ganbettola . 
(G ... M.D.S . - 61437/12 1 Tenth lu:m.y , W.D. 8 , _Appx 11-14 Sep , Appx 
963 , sit rep 11 Sep 44 } (Photostat 981Al.O. ( D2.52} } • I .. gr eek soldier 
was captured on the railway emban.lcr.lent at Riccione (ibid, Appx 
961 ). 20 Fus Bn (20 G.1 ... F . Div ) at J,,bissinia took over the block­
ing position previousl y- occupied by 114 Reece Bn. Advance eleoents 
of 90 Pz Gren Div continued to arrive in the concentration area 
(ib i d , J .. ppx 962} . In the day? s telephone conversations Marshal 
Ke'SSeirins stressed the urgency of relieving 100 Mtn Jg Regt for 
transfer to the Western Al ps ; with the coLEJ.itnent of 3.56 Inf Div 
the now pointless protuberance to the South at the inner wings of 
the two Corps woul d be g iven up in favour of shorter lines . Pr e­
parations of junping- off positions during the night on the l eft 
winB were read as signs of an early r esumpti on of the a t tack · 
(ibid, ~ppx 967, tel cons 11 Sep 44) (Photostat 981PJ.O .(D251)). 

12 Sep 

108 . Pressure now also devel oped .on the right wi ng of 
51 Mtn Cor ps . The centre and left wing of 76 Pz Cor ps were l yi ng 
und er a blanket of harassing fire from ground , sea and air. Whi l e 
this softening- up process was in progress , infantry activi ty near 
t he coast renained confined to minor engagements (G. M.D. S . -
614.37/1 , Tenth 1trrrzy, W. D. 8 , 12 Sep 44 ). In the telephone conver­
sations reference was made to the Greek Bri gade, whi ch was said t o 
operate between Canadian units . On the same day General Cri solly 
lost his life i n an air attack and was repl aced i n the corniiland ot 
20 G. A.F . Div by Maj - Gen Eri ch Frohnhoef er (G.M.n .s . - 61437/ 12' 
Tenth 1-..rmy, W.D. 8 j J.;ppx 11-14 Sep, fi.PPX 990, tel cons 12 Sep 44 J 
(Photostat 981J..10. (D2.51 }). Fourteenth .llrny reported greatly in­
creased Allied reconnaissance a?tivity and the moving up to the 
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front of enemy infantry , armour and artillery formations . Prepar­
ations were most int.ensi ve in the general are9. of the Fut a Pass ; 
l ess intensive near Pistoia (G . M.D.S . - 62241/1 , Fourteenth Army, 
W.D. 4, 12 Sep 44 ) • .;·~t J!Xmy Grou}) i t was f elt that the Fifth 
~-.nerican J.rny was on the move to join the gener a l offensive (tel 
cons , 9.R. ~) • 

13 Sep 

109 . Not altogether unexpectedly , but so oner than ex-
pected by the Germans , a new phas e of the Battle of Rimini now 
opened with devastating bombardments , followed by violent assaults 
on the commanding features . s . Savi no, Passano and Cori ano were 
the focal points of tho fighting , which l ed to dangerous pene­
t rations , though not to a collapse of the front . Of the fighting 
in the sector of 29 Pz Gren Div , where Canadians fought for 
Coriano , the daily situation report of Ten th i !X'CJY recorded the 
followiUE : 

29 Pz Gren Div : JJ'.'ter hours of drumfiro the onenu 
begi ns hi s attack at 0200 hrs . Four attacks on 
Coriano , each in at l eas t battalion strength, and 
supported by f ron. .5 - 10 tanks , are r epulsed in 
heavy fighting for the time being . During the morn­
ing the enemy is continuously bringing up new 
forces and adds 130 tanks . I n the early af t ernoon 
l ocal ponetrntions north of Coriano ar e elininated 
in a c ounter - att ack in spi te of violent artillery 
f ir e end continuous attack fi'ora the air . In a r e­
newed attack supported by 30 tanks , the onemy ngain 
s ucceeds in breaking i n . Enemy attacks from the 
penetration area at Coriano in a northerly direction. 
Fighti ng continues . 1. 5 km eo.st of 13439 (past Mel o 
creek , NNW Coriano ) a.p. ena:i.y i nf an t ry cum tank a ttack 
collapsed and three of five tanks , which had broken 
through e.ro destroyed.ii. Sinco 1.500 hrs renewed 
attacks o.t this point . In t he evening a strong enemy 
attack, supported by tanks , on tho l eft wing of the 
division. Heavy fighting still in progr ess. Con­
siderabl e losses in non and materiel on our ·side ; 
particular ly heavy casualti es on one~.y side. Some 
prisoners wore tcken . 

(G. M.D. S. - 61437/12 , Tenth J.rmy , W.D. 8 , J..ppx 11 - 14 Sep , J~px 
1010, sit r ep Ton th ~·.:rmy , 13 Sep 44 ) (Photostat 981JJ..O . (D2.52 )) 

110. In t ho day?s tel ephone conver setions l!.D. equa l in­
ter est w~s shown in the developments at all pr essure points . In 
view of the dearth of details from German sources on the fi ghting 
at Coriano , somo pertinent remarks are being quoted b elow to 
show how tho battle l ooked f ron the eneny 's side : 

10.5.5 hrs Wentzell - Roettiger 

R : So , it has started again . 

W: Yes , and it is Coriano apparently which he wants 
et a l l costs • 

••• 

ft Tenth JJmy's situation IJ.UP for 13 and 14 Sep 4~ is being re ­
tained in phot ostatic for m (G. M.D.S . - 61437/21 , Tenth J.rm.y , 
-.• -.D . 8, sit maps 9- 20 Sep , sit r.iap 13 and 14 Sep 44 ) (Photostat 
98L'J.O. (D26t1- ) ). 
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R: What is your appreciation of the si tu9..tion o.t 
the front of 76 Pz Corps? 

W: It remei ns to b a seen; t hi s is only the beginning . 

12~5 hrs 

VI : 

1820 hrs 

W: 

If he co.I!l2its only one additional division we 
.:::ight naster the situation. Including the Tiger s we 
have now ~bout 100 tanks in the area • 

••• 
Wentzell - Roottiger 

The battle for Coriano secns to b o going rether 
well . The whole of 29 Pz Gren Div has been 
coI:!IJ..itted , and our counter -ncasures are s l owly 
ncldng progress . 

Wentzell - Roetti &cr 

According to the latest report fron Corps to 1.:rn.y 
tho sittE.tion of 76 Pz Corps is not very good . 
North of the Croce the enemy ho.s advanced to the 
North ; S . Savino has been taken , and the nests of 
resistance there destroyed . It was an inpossible 
concentra tion of artillery fire . Then he comraitted 
90 tanks and not much could be done about it because 
he covered the wholo erea with a snake- screen. 
Fighting continues at Passano , but unfortunately 
there is a small penetration again north of Corio.no . 
Coriano is more or le$s surrounded by tanks on the 
North , East anti South . We have tried to carry out 
a tank attack, but owing to the air attacks it is im­
practicable . 29 Pz Gren Div alone lost 19 tanks , 
whi ch were moving up to the front • 

••• 
W: l Bn 15 Pz Gren Div is helping at Coriano. l Para 

Div has spread i tsel.f to the right o.s far as 
Ghetto • 

W: 

200.5 hrs 

W: 

• • • 
••• The artillery is being hindered by the ene.I:W" ' s 
air superiority, and when the artillery is silenced 
fighting becones a murderous raess (MJ.rkser ei) • 

• • • 
I thought there would be a greater pause; ·that he 
would cone so soon one could not know. ••• 

Wentzell - Roottiger 

••• Coriano i s under attack fron North , East and 
South . In the Nor th the nurabor of tanks has in­
creased considerably during t he afternoon. 150 
have been r eport ed , and they have advo.nced up to 
the Melo . Thct is the situation. ••• Casualties 
a.re consid erable ; 15 Gren Regt has lost seven com­
pany co!El~ders . 
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2035 and 204.5 hrs v . Vieti hoff - Kesselring 

K: I have just retu ned and heard the terrible news . 
· ill you please infar c. .e of the situation . 

v . V: The depth of the penetrations cannot b e ascertained 
with accuracy as yet . ••• Accardi to Herr two 
diff'iculties ade thenselves felt today . Firstly , 
the snake - screens hich pr vented aim3d fire ; 
secondly, the enenyts policy of destroying all 
daylight counter-attacks fron the air , so t at 
reserves suffered great casualties . If t e reserves 
are kept near the front they are dccinated by the 
preparatory fire ; if held fu: ther back they are 
dispe sed by attacks fro t c air . 

• • • 
K: Roettiger tells ne that in consequence of severe 

casualties the front has beconc very weak , 

v. V: The front has been greatly weakened • 

• • • 
K: We must realize that to arrow will be a day of great 

crisis , 

v.v : 

230.5 hrs 

W: 

We are certain of this; all day we have been rackine 
our orains about how to help , but we have nothing 
left ••• • 

Wentzell - Roetti ger 

General Herr reports that the attack north of 
Coriano has been spr en.ding out to the boundary of 
1 Pc.:rc. Div • 

(G •• D .S . - 61437/12' Tenth A:r . • D. 8, APPX 11-14 Sep , :ppx 101.5/l!t 
tol cons 13 Sep 44 ) lPhotostat 9 1AlO . (D2.51)) 

111 . Fron the Gern.an point of view the situation was 
pc.rticul"' ly serious in view of the absence of innedinteJ..y av · 1 -
c.ble resorves at a L10nen t when sono divisions had to be withdrawn 
lost thoy bo bled boyond recovery. The concentration of 356 Inf 
Div , 20 G . ~.F . Div and 90 Pz Gren Div had not reached e stc.ge 
po "tting effective cor:nitnent , nor was there certainty as to tho 
point of greatest future ~lied :pressure . .h.nd the situl'ltion had 
now b further conplic .ted by ~ho l~unchi of Fifth :.x yts 
e.ttaok nt the Futa Pass , where 1 Pa Corps was cngag d in heavy 
fighting . (tel cons , o ~) 

112 . On 13 Sep , at t request of roy Group , Tenth 
Ji:rrzy- subnitted an ~-ysis of the t ctical inciples followed by 
tho eneny in the recent fighting on the coast . This nenorandun 
-1as be.sad on c. report received fro Oolonol Runkel , c . of s . ?6 

Pz Corps . Both docunents ere being retai ed in photostatic and 
tro.nslntod forn (G ... D. S . - 61437/13 , Tenth J.:rny, .D.8, ·ppx 11-
14 Sop 1 px 1022 and 1023 , 13 Sep 44 ) (Photostats 981J..lO . (D265 
o.nd 26 ) ) • Though even in defeat t he Ger.n::ms were ever ready to 
criticize the tactics of the enen.v , adverse connent was noticeably 
lccking in Runkolts rer:nrks . Sone of t he nore significant obser­
vations wore : 
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••• During the fir st days of the attack no hesitancy, 
but smart following-through after initial successes . 

• • • 1~ttacks launched at di visiono.l boundaries • 

• • • Eneny arraoured formations , particularly Canadian 
tanks , no longer sensitive to artillery fire , but 
co.rry on even under heaviest fire concentrations. 

(Ibid ) -
14 Sep 

113 . There was no let- up in t he battle of attrition on 
this ~ay, and the Gernans lost further ground . During the day 
Marshal Kesselring insisted time and again on the disengagement 
of weakened fornutions ; he said that the f'irrJY Group was respon­
sible for a front of 1200 kns and could not invest its whole 
capita l in a sector of 30 lens . Vietinghoff raentionod the i mport­
unce of the 30 kilonetres involved ; the difficulties of withdraw­
ing troops ut the height of battle , an:l. the danger of losing the 
battle for want of nen and nateriel . The two conr:i.anders appre­
ciated one another ' s point of view, but the cupboard was bare . 
The logical conclusion to be drawn fron tbis r eria.ined unexpr essed. 
(G • .M.D.S . - 61437/12 , Tenth J~r:ry , W.D. 8 , J .. ppx 11- 14 Sep , J .. :ppx 
1041, tel cons 14 Sep 44 ) (Photostat 98l!J.O . (D251)) 

114. The vie ws ood decisi ons of t he J..rr:ry were recorded 
on tli.i s day with unusual care : 

Today , with ceaseless co.r::iaitmen t of aircraft , and 
of artillery, with an expenditure of aLUD.unition 
far greater than ours (the enenu fired in all about 
60 , 000 shells ) , the eneny continue s his great offen­
sive. Under the influence of the completely one ­
sided naterial superiority, and most of all the 
feeling of defencelessness against the eneny air 
force , the nornle of the t roops is deteriorating 
rapidly. Losses in nen and .nateriel are consider­
able . Under t hese circunstances the ener:zy- is ab le 
to force penetrations , which can be sealed off only 
by the utnost straining of our available forces . 

Arny Group is ago.in pressing energetically for the 
r elief of those fornations which have been hardest 
hit (98 Inf and 71 Inf Divs and 100 Mtn Jg Regt , 
the l att er for con~itnent at the .Alpine front ). 

Making this possible and creating r eserves at all 
costs is still the nain problem of the f..rr:JY . Orders 
for the following n00.sure s h2ve been i ssued : 

1 . Relief of 98 Inf Div by 356 Inf Div . 

2. J .. cc el erated noving up of 20 G. 1 ... F . 
Div to Santarcnngelo . (Once it 
has reached that locality it will be 
decided whethar to conr.1i t the di vifil on 
a t the l eft win8 or the c entre ) 

3. 114 Jg Divis sector will again be ex­
tend ed nnd onl y strongpoints are to 
r enai n occupied. (O .B. SW refuses to 
accede to t he J.;:rayvs request for a 
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thor ough thinning out of t he front and a 
chc.nge in t ho b ~ttle assignnent of .51 Mtn 
Corps f r on defence to delayin~ action . 
Mobil e r esarve s were t o have been f ormed 
in the r ear , which would h av e oecnt the 
freeing of one conplete di vi sion ) 

S t raibhteninG of the front on the right 
wing of t he Corps , and widening of t he 
sector of 278 Inf Div to permit the dis­
on3ase03nt of 71 Inf Div . 

Movinr:; up of battalions f r on 1 62 (Tur c ) I nf 
Div to the l eft wing . 

In view of the extr enely tense si t uation , u t 
about .oidnisht , O .B . SW orders the transfer of 
90 Pz Gren Div t o Forli as rui f,;rny r eserve.. 
Tho relie f novenents an:l the redistribution 
at the front ncan fresh , thout,h. not nunerico.lly 
stronger forc es ~t the f r ont . The other 
oeo.sures can onl y take e ffect after sonc days . 
The situati on on t he norl!OW tiuet t herefore b o re­
garded as definit ely s orious .• 

(G.M.n.s. - 61437/ l , Tenth A:roy, w.n •• s, 14 Sep 44) 

Most alarning to the Gcl"!lans was tho situation eas t of Coria.no , 
where Ccincdi. an spearheads had crossed the Marano River ( tel cons , 
~ cit ) . Tho daily situation r cport of Tenth 11.ruy nentioned bitter 
l'I'vrti'nc in that area , but duo to interrupted corUJUiiications and 
continued fi .ghting precise l ocuti ons were not given. (G. M. D. S . -
61437/1 2 , Tenth J,;rny, Vl .D. 8 1 J.ppx 11-14 Sep , L.ppx 1037 , sit rep 
Ton th J.rn y , 14 Sep 44 ) (Pho t ostat 9811 .. 10. (D2.52 )) 

Fii}!iW for s. Lorenzo in Corregciano and 
SA r i no (15 - 18 §ep ) 

1.5 Sep 

11.5.. Marshal Ke s sclxing infornad Tenth /.rrJY of the 
penetrations obtained by Fifth J.rcy- along the inter - arrJY boundary 
in the sector ·of 4 Pc::.ra Div . Lccording to Le~elsen the situati on 
was difficult . General v .. Victinf;hoff in turn described the in­
r oads on noralo fron t he stunning bonbardllent s . Kesselring said : 
"We h avo to c onsider withdrawal to the prepar ed positions of 1 62 
(Tu.re) Inf Div .. We cannot pernit the t roops to r each the point 
where :1ore.l resistance collapses . The vb.ale wing n ay have to b e 
taken back. Tho situation has developed unfavourab l y ".. Wentzel l 
told Roottigor tha.t cle arly discernible pressure in the dir ection 
of Rinilti wa.s co.using conc orn.. J.xi ir.:iprovenent in tho situati on was 
hoped :Por fron t ho inponding a.r ri val behind 1 Para. Div of el enent s 
fron l62 (Turo ) I nf Di v and 3.56 Inf Div . J..gain tonorrow the a r ea 
s. Lorenzo - s . Martino would b G the f ocal point . (G. M. n . s .. -
61437/13 ~ Tenth 1.:rrJYA W .. D. 8 , ilJ)PX 1.5- 18 Sep , hPPX 1069 , tel cons 15 
Sep 44 ) lPhotostat 9tjlJ..lO . (D267)) 

116 . In the doily situntion report of Tenth JJ:ny for 1.5 
Sep the events in the s ectors of 29 Pz Gren Div and 1 Para Div wer e 
refle cted by the f o llowing entrie s : 
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2~ Pz Gren Div : Ho vy fightin- on the left wing 
o the Division continued all day . Penetr ations 
obtai ned by the ene (supported by 30 tanks ) on 
the previous day in the urea of S . Lorenzo were 
elininated . In r enewed a t tacks at 1200 hrs t he 
ene advunc ed to t he church , ~tor pro longed , 
bitter and fluctuating fighting , in which 71 Pz 
Gren Regt and 129 Reece Bn offered her oic resis­
tance , the ene.ny , with 2.5 tanks and nounted in­
fantry , captur ed the loca lity fron the East . 
Further attacks fron there towards the West and 
Northwest were repulsed in counter - attacks , whi ch 
were very costly to our own troops . Fron the 
area eas t of s . Lorenzo · e eneqy advanced further 
on s . Martino and was stopped i rned i a.te ly north 
of s . ~ar tino , Our garrison i n the l ocality 
is carrying out all- r ound defence fron positions 
near the c urch . 

1 Para Div : Despite the one.oy b r eakthrough on 
the road fron Southeast to S . Martino , it was 
possible to r enain in :possession of the localities 
on both sides oft e road 1.5 kn 81 S , Martino . 
Further str ong attacks with tanks and infantry on 
southern tip of airfiel (3 kn ESE s. rtino) 
were repulsed . Renewed attacks are under way , 
own ar tillery and ortars r epeatedly dispersed the 
enery in asse1bly :positi ons 1 , 5 kn south of c. 
Cicchetti . 

(G. M. D.S . - 61 37/13 , Tenth Ji.r , W.D. 8 , Appx 15- 18 Sep t Appx 
1063 , sit r ep Tenth 1~rny , 1.5 Sep r4- ) (Photostat 981J ... 10 e{D2.52 )) 

117 . Tenth :irr:iy ' s r ecords for 1.5 Sep included a s eri es 
of casuality tabulations . For the peri od 26 i.ug - 1.5 Sep 44 the 
divisions of 76 Pz Corps had r eported a total of 1 , 604 casual­
ties ; 7 . 000 of the se were listed a s Dissing (presunably captured) . 
The great est nunber of casualties had been experi enc ed by 98 
Inf Div (~ , 338 ) ; next cane 1 Pc.ra Div v i tb. 31 294 casualties . Since 
t e beginning of SepteIJber 19'3 Tenth ·.rr ad reported a and 
total of nearly 150 , 000 casualti es . This total did not include 
the fi gures of avy , .ir Forco , G.H •• troops , nor tho se of 
wounded or sic who rer_oined with their units . For what they are 
wor th , the t a ulat·ons are beinG r etained in p otostatic f er n 
(G. ~. D . S . - 61t,.37/13 , Tenth ,:,;rny , i .D. 8 , · ... ppx 1.5-18 Sep , ·ppx 
1075 , 1076 , 1079 , 1.5 Sep .... ~ ) {P otostat 981J..10 . (D268 )) , 

16 Sep 

118 . Fight ing i n the critical area of s . Lorenzo -
S. Martino was intensive on 16 Sop , but inconclusive , and no sub­
stantial gains were nade on this day and during t he night 16/ 17 
Sep by the Canadians there : 

1 Para Div : In the afternoon the ene continued 
his s trong attacks in the direction of s . Martino , 
each tine in battalion st ength o.nd supported by 
fron 60 - 70 tanks. ~ttacks carri ed out in 
succossi ve eves \1er e repelled ~it heavy ce.sual t i es 
to the eneny. Local penetrations ere elininated in 
coun·er- attacks , Eneuy reconnaissance ope~ations in 
coop ny strength alon~ t o Vin ·.a.rie.tica \ ere stopped 
oy co.Dbat outposts . 

(G •• n.s . - 611,.37/13 , Tenr.h 'J , -~- .D . 8 , p:px 1.5- 18 Sep ,.ppx 
1093 , sit rep Tenth ·x ny, 16 Sep tr- · ) (Photostc.t 981 ...10 . fD2.52}) 
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119 • Positions of 7 6 Pz Corps on 16 Sep were shown on 
a situation oap , \'lhich is boing r etained in photostatic form 
(G. M.D .s . - 614}7/21.1. Tenth. ; .. r nyf w.n .8 , sit naps 9- 20 Sep, 16 
Sep 44 ) (Photostat 9~l/..lO . (D270a J. This map is of particular 
interest in that it shows the ~xact course of the Rimini Line , 
t he t hird lino of resistanc e in tho Gothic systen near the 
J .. driati c coast . The nain. part of this nap appears in photostatic 
forn as /~pendix 11L 11 to t his r eport (ibid ; 981/J..O . (D270b). A 
photost a t:i.O copy is a lso b ein~ r e t aine(:!""'(51' the situation map for 
16 Sop of 51 Mtn Corps (ibid ; (Photostat 981Al0 .(D271)). 

. -
120 . As o.rro.nged on t he previous day , Mo..rshal Kesselring 
and his Chie f of Staff spont po.rt of the day at the headquarters 
of Tenth J..iXrJY• The views expr essed and the decisions made on this 
occasion were r ecorded by the /iXrJY in a nemor andun. In essence 
the M'.lrshal said that ho c.nticipated consider able pr essure f r om 
the eneny far oes in the Florence region , but that the threat 
was of a ninor nature i n conparison with that fron the strong 
f orces on the J .. driatic wing, where the eneey had coDDitted his 
bost f or IJUtions and all of his cir f orce in Italy f or t he b r eak­
through to the Plains of Lonbardy. With all known enemy 
divisions coocitted , a strategical l anding on the coast was not 
now t o b e expected , but tactical l andings a t Ravenna r enained a 
possibility. At the r equest of Tenth f.:rny its battle assignnent 
was changed froo defenc e to oobil e warfare . This would pernit 
the elimna.ti on of a wide and increasingl y dangero us sali ent and 
in consequence the early disengagenent of 44 Inf Div fo r enpl oy­
nent a t future pr essure points . 1 .. photostatic copy of this doo­
unent is being r etained . (G . M.D.S . - 614}7/13, Tenth /'i.XrJY, W.D.8, 
Jl,ppx i5 .. 18 Sop , J.ppx 1097 , 17 Sep for 16 Sep 44 ) (Photost a t 
981/i.10 . (D269 )) 

17 Sep 

121. On the rigllt wing and centr e of the Army the day 
was characterized by relatively I!l.inor fightinc ; on the left wing 
however ceaseless attacks by l Cdn Corps and 5 Brit Corps failed 
to break the prevailing staleI!lB.te . The defence potential of l 
Para Div had been naterially augnented by the co.r:mitment of 17 
heavy anti - tank guns (8 . 8 cm) from 590 Hy G.H.Q. A. Tk Bn {ib i d , 
APPX 1125, 17 Sep). On the oth er hand the defence had been1ia'm­
pered by the use of smoke pots , which had been d r opped from 
Allied aircraft on that day for the first time in the Italian 
campaign (G. M.D. s . - 61439/2 , ·Tenth J..:rmy , w.n . 8 , Intelligence 
Sw:mary Septonb or , 17 Sop 44 J . From the sec tor of 29 Pz Gren 
Div the dail y situation report of Tenth A:rmy reported a series of 
d ef ensive successes ; events in the sector of l Para Div were 
s unnarized as follows : 

A l o..rge conc entration of enemy tanks in assembly 
positions southeast of the divisional boundary 
were dispersed by fir e f'rom artillery and mortars. 
Constant and heavy harassing fire fell on the left 
wins of 1 Para Div . I n the afternoon too , the enemy 
persisted wit h great tenacity in bis inf an try cum 
tank a t t acks on s . Martino . Fighting l a s t ed t ill 
1900 hrs . The enemy was held off and nine of his 
tanks were destroyed . Casualties on both s ides are 
h i gh . Attacks farther east were also beaten off . 
At the nonent a fresh attack is under way on the 
height about l kra ea s t of s. Martino . Lesser attacks 
in battali on strengt h ast ride t he Via .: .. G.ri c.t:.c :. 2...il~ •. th-.. 
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coastal rand havo a lso been repulsed . Defence has 
been nnde oore difficult by dense snake screens in 
the fighting nrea . (Ibid , ~ px 1119 , 17 Sop ) 
(Photostat 98LJ.O . (D2~ 

122 . J.thouc;h the att~ck of Fifth .rny at the left wing 
of Fourteenth J~rny was obviousl y gaining nou.entun, Marshal Kessel­
rine fowid it necessary to insist on the transfer to Tenth J.:rmy 
o"" the Infantry Tra.ininc; Bri a.de , which ha.d barely r eache d 1 Para 
Corps fr on the front of 14 Pz Corps . The Bri t;ade was to oov e 
ithout delay to the area of Cesena for absorp~ion b d epleted 98 

I nf Div (G •• n.s . - 62241/1 , Fourteenth J.:rny , ·,1 .D.4, 17 Sep 44) .* 
Fron the inter- a.my bowidary 5 kn south of Firemzuo l a to Sarzano 
(north- east of La Speziu ) tho following divisions were on the 
Ji:rny 1 s front : 

4 Para Div 
334 Inf Div 
362 Inf Div 

6.5 Inf Div 
42 Inf Div 
16 S .S . Pz Gren Div 

~ situation trace of the .:r Y' s positions on 17 Sep appears i n 
photostatic forn as Appendix 11 M" to this report . (G. M.D .s . -
62241/6 , Fourteenth Ji:ruy: , W. D. 4 , Jppx 30 1.ug - 30 Sep , · px 939 , 
17 Sep 44) (Photostat 981 UO . (D272)) 

18 Sep 

123 . Due to sharp a ttacks on the inter- arny boundary , 
the extrcm.e l eft wing of Fourteenth i..r was forced back , bile on 
the oxtreme right wi e of Tenth J ny the leading elen t s of 13 
Brit Corps captured • Jltuccio and fro theie de further local 
e ains . On tho l eft wins of Tenth J~rny tho battle was raging 
furiously and reached new proportions . In particula r the advance 
on the richt v-ina. of 5 Brit Corps filled Gernan cornander s with 
forebodinc s of the i inent loss of Ri ·ni , and the Canadian ad­
vance to t · e Jusa river north- west o the s . Lorenzo - s . artino 
feature confirned t '1ese views . J~t 1100 hrs c. of s . 76 Pz Corps 
believed that by eveninc; the Co rps would have been forced b aclc to 
Rinini , and sinilar via s were expra ssed in higher quarters , with 
Kesselrinc nen ionin : in self- consolation the proven prowess of 
1 Para Di i house - to- house f i ghting , (G. . D .s . - 61 ·~ 3? /13 , 
Tenth ·..rr , I .D . 8 , J.ppx 1.5- 18 Sep , tel cons 18 Sep 44) (Photostat 
981 J.O . (D267 ) ) . Greatly helped by the concentr a tion of heavy 
weapons in the sector , t h e Gernan troops howev r nanaged onc e nore 
to stave off a decisive brea.k'throu , and the Main ar Diary of 
Tenth .:r r ecorded th day as a success f or ... e defence : 

The enerJY continues his off~nsiv e on both win s 
of the J ny , with increased cor:n;iitment of no.teriel. 
Despi r. e bitter defensive f'i hting , t he enemy , by 
exploiting his suo cesses in the • 'J. tuccio region , 
is able to aako local aains . On the left wing of the 

oy he extends his l arBe - scale attacks , but after 
the fiercest fi ghting and with heavy losses on both 

n Due to chan es in t he situation this :r;iovenent was not carried 
out (seep a 131 bel o ) . 
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s i des , a breakthr ouGh is aver ted . Penetrations wer e 
ei ther i nterc epted by l ocal r eserves or t hrown back 
in counter - attacks . J..ga.in the eneny throws heavily 
o.assed inf an try for ces and an increased nunber of 
tanks into the bat t l e , the attacks being supported 
by artillery with an extre~oly he2vy expenditure of 
D.!JDuni t i on , by f ir e fr on na.vcl cuns , and by i ncreased 
oomit£en't of aircraft farr.iations . ~·Lccording t o r e­
ports which are still incoL~lete , 'O tanks have been 
destroyed Qnd several prisoners brought i n . Our 
artillery and ]_)rojector brigade has nade a deci sive 
contr ibution to today ' s def once success . 

(G. M.D. s . - 61437/l, Tenth Army, '.l . D. 8 , 18 Se p 44 ) 

Rinini Posi t i on Marocchia River 

19 Sep 

124 . On the f ront of .51 Mtn Corps tho day was r el a tively 
uneventful . Tho sane situation pr evailed i n the sector of 278 I nf 
Div , on the extr ene right wing of 76 Pz Corps . li.t the centre and 
l eft wing of the Corps , however , tho battl e r eached a new h ei ght 
of i nt ensity . A well- r ounded picture of t he scope , eff ects and 
strat egical i nplications of the all - out a ttack on 76 Pz Corps is 
conveyed by a series of entries f or the day in t he Main War Diary 
of Ten th Ji:rny : 

"Final Appreci ation of t he Day 11 : 

On this dajr , i n the sector of 76 Pz Corps , 
a battl e of nat er iel of the gr eat est nagni-
t ude r ages f r on oarliost norning until well 
i nto the ni ght . Todc.y too , despite fi erce 
f i ghting and heavy cnsual ties on bo th side s , 
the str ived- for breakthrouch i s denied to t he 
enei:w . By counitti nc tho reser ves set aside f or 
this :purpose , penetro.tions arc sealed of f , or 
t;he enecy is thrown be.ck by counter - at tacks . 
Tm·1ar ds eveninG the eneny brin6s u p strong f orces , 
especially tanks , opposite the sectors of 90 Pz 
Gren Div , 26 Pz Div and 29 Pz Gr en Div , so that 
another a ttenpt to break throUdl with nass ed 
forces in the direction of Santarco.ntiel o nust be 
expected far tonorro\I . 

Lt niGht , since 18 Sep , the eneny has been 
i lluninating our purt of the battl e area with 
searchlir;hts installed out of range of our 
arti llery , whereby transfer ~d relief aov enent s , 
as well as supply operations , \Jhich on t he fi el d 
of battl e can hardly be carried out except at 
ni ght , are ser iously handicapped. The psycho~ 
105ical eff ect produced on the t r oops b y t he 
battl e of !J.ater iel itself is hei ghtened by t he 
feeling of hel plessness agai nst this new t echnical 
weapon. 

On the Ji:rny•s richt wi nr, too the f i ghting has in­
creased i n soverity, and the eneny s ucceeds , in the 
roadl ess nountain terrain , i n gaini ng ground , 
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without our s canty force$ oo- • tted in t hat area 
being able to prevent it . 

J .. s in conscqu nee of t · s situation the two winGs 
of the :::iy o.re pr essed back , while the .roy 
oe tre is early 40 kn further forward , the whole 
'..r front thus forninG a hnlf - oon , since orning 
the ·.:rny co and as been requesting anew that a 
definite decision be r each ed to withdraw the right 
wine; and the c entre of tho J..:rny front to the Green 
Line II , in order that additional forces J which 
are urgently needed on tho wings , nay be released . 
:.tter t o crisis · as bec o e still no re acute owing 
to t e develop~ent of the situation, in the after ­
noon x Group a. ees in principle to issuo an 
order to t · s effect o t h e follo\•r.i. n day . 

Js 356 Inf Div has not succeeded , i n spi te of the 
best will to fiGht , in haltinG the strong arnoured 
s pearhe :ids of tho eneny 1 90 Pz Gren Div takes over 
i ts sector 1 even thoUGh of its own di vi si. anal form­
ations only one r egi nental roup is availab le , and 
the nass of the Division is but just under way . 
Platoon by platoon they rolieve the exhausted units 
of 3.56 Inf Div . 

(G . M.D. s . - 61 .... 37/1 , 'l1onth Army, w. n . B, 19 Sep 44) 

11Te l ephone conversations of the Day" 

In conversations at 1045 hrs , 2300 hrs and 
2350 .hrs t e 1..rrny r eque sts O .B . sw• s consent 
to a withdrawal of the .:uny ' s centre to 
Green Line II . This in orde r to reach a 
sound line of depa..1. ture far al 1 fur th er and 
ore extens ive •1it drawal hich · ght becone 

ne cessary , possib l y in the i nnedinte future . 
During t e l ast conversation , in which the 
,;rmy Group e xplained its difficulties wi th 
the High Coop.and , the issuing of an order in 
the desired sense is pr edicted for the follow ­
ing norninG . ~ In add ition to tho f acts which 
have becone evident frora t ~e tactical deve lop-

ents , the cri tical aspect of the day is fur ­
ther illustrated by the staterent at 2300 hrs 
that no reserves vorth nentio ing are available 
tonight . Reserves previ ously available have 
been co • tted and cannot now be disengaged owing 
to the 1eavy casualties . (~,) 

11 Tnc tical Situation" 

••• 
29 Pz Gren Div : J.fter stronc.; artillery fire , 

~ For nore detai l ed inforI:E.tion on the sub j ect of the relations 
existing at the ti ne between L:r Group and Hi gh Connand see 
record of conversation between Wentzell and Roetti5 er at 0015 
hrs 20 Sep ( included in records for 19 Sep ) (G.M. D.S . -
61437/14 , Tent r ny, W.D. 8t J px 19- 22 Sep , tel cons 19 Sep 
44 ) (Photos tat 981 J.O . (D267 J) 
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in the norning the eneny attacks the risht 
wing and centre of the Division. Except for 
a penetr ation 500 netres south of Covignano 
the oneoy is being blocked . During the 
nornin.:; the att ::!cks are expanding and are in­
creasing in violence . L renewed attack in 
battalion strcneth and supported by tunks is 
ropell0d on tho right wing . Jl.t S . Fortunato tho 
enorzy is thrown back in a counter attack. 
J.:fte.r the penetration on the left wing has been 
olininatcd the :::IDin battle line is back in our 
hands a.Gain. 

1 Para Div : ~part frou r econnaissance activity 
no infan·ery action . Eneny tank concon·crations at 
the cont ra of tho divisional front are being 
fired on by our artillery. (~) 

J~ccordins to the situation nap of Ton th .1.·~rny for 19 and 20 Sep 
the Fortunato f eature (fron east to west ) was defended by the 
following units : 

1 Bn 1 Par a Regt (north of Covignano ) 
1 and 2 Bns 71 Gren Regt (29 Pz Gren Div) 
1 and 2 Bns 314 Gren Regt (162(Turc) Inf Div ) 
1 and 2 Bns 15 ~ren Res t (29 Pz Gron Div) 
20 Fus Bn ( 20 G. L.F . Div) 

(G .M.D.s . - 61437/23 , Tenth /Jn.y , W.D. 8 , sit naps 9- 20 Sep, 
sit nap 19 and 20 Sep 44 ) (Photostat 981J~O . (D273)) 

20 Sep 

125 . Four weeks of hard and costly fic;hting r eached a 
successful conclusion on 20 Sep when 2 and 3 Cdn Inf Bdes (flanked 
by the no less fi ercely fightinG British units) drove the Gernans 
fron the area of s . Fortunato and thus forced 76 Pz Corps to fall 
back behind the river Marecchia . Tho attack had been launched 
in the evening of 19 Sep and was raaking good progress . Possi bl y 
duo to tardy reporting , the cravity of the situation was not 
r ccoGnized at Garnan higher headquarters until late in the norn­
ing . L.t 091.5 hrs t!:le .1.:rny come.m er t old Kesselrinc that no i n ­
portant advances had ~ een reported ; but by 1100 hrs the picture 
had changed . The r eaot ions of t he eneoy conoendcr s are shown here 
by t1eans of excer pts fron t he r ecord of telephone conversations : 

110.5 hrs 20 Sop v . Viotinghoff - Kesselring 

v . V: ••• Further north sonet h ing unpleasant 
has ha~pened . In the sector of 26 Pz 
Div tho situation is satisfactory, but 
in tho sector of 29 Pz Gren Div the 
eneny sucoeecbd in breaking through tho 
Turcona.n battalion, and tanks have al­
r eady reached the area of s . Lorenzo in 
Monte . The Turconan battalion is said 
t o have been battered to pieces. 
Polack i s sealing off the locality with 
his last renainin~ ~oroes . I n addition 
snc.11 gr oups fron 1 Po.ra Div - their l ast 
reserves - axe b e~ng sent there , so that 
it is hoped that no najor crisis will 
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dev el op there . 

But on tile other hand Horr now appreciates 
tho situation in the sense thnt he will 
d efinitely have to to.kc his artillery be­
hind the Mnrecchic , as in their present 
positions they are at least partic.lly under ' 
direct firo f ron oneny nachine g uns . But oon­
scquently his artillery will no lonGor be 
fully eff Jctive forward of t he battle lines 
and , tho:cefore , he wants to withdraw b ohind 
tho river . That is of course a very c;rave 
decision . 

K: It is very s erious ; I can say that • 

K: 

v. v: 

1115 hrs 

W: 

1320 hrs 

W: 

R : 

1930 hrs 

K: 

• • • 
I cannot Give ny final decision a t the nonent ; 
I want to discuss the natter with ny staff . 
That is not so easy . It was wrong of 29 Pz 
Gren Div to conoi t a Turconan battalion at the 
front . 

They ho.d sonething further back ; but t heir 
strength hes been reduced to tho point where 
they can no lone er cope wi th the situation. 

Wentzell - RoettiBer 

I have become somewhat suspici ous . If he gets 
the quite correct i dea of moving to Imola in­
stead of Bologna , we will be trapped in this 
pocket here • 

• • • 

Wentzell - Roettie;er 

Tb.e situation at the fr .. :mt of 76 Pz Corps is very 
strained . 29 Pz Gren Div has practically nothing 
l eft ; 71 Gren Reg t now has 200 men ; 15 Gren Regt 
100 men . The Turcomans have practically disin­
tegrated and so have the Air Force people who also 
were committed therE:: ( 20 Fus Bn) " The enemy has 
reached the Spadarolo area , and is bringing up 
tanks . The paratroopers are having a hard struggle 
on their right flank . ••• I think it will be 
necessary to vdthdraw behind the river . 

Yes , t here i s r eally nothine else to do . 

••• 

One moment , pl ease; I will go and ask the Field 
Marshal. ••• · 
The Mo.r sh al .t •. GREES • 

v . Vietine;hoff - Kesselring 

But I presume that Rimini will be held for the 
moment , so that the paratroopers may do their 
house- to- house fi ehting . 
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v . V& Thay will be loavin0 r ears uards there • 

••• 
K: I do not lik this molesale fold.in back . 

v . V: Of course not , I have discussed tho matt r 
thorouehly with Herr , a.s I too foar that the 
who l e th i ng may begin to slide , He repli es -
and this is the only a gu.mcnt which co ts -
"If tho front is pi ore d at one point , the 
enenw cannot bo stoppod1 b ocause we have no 
more rosorvos . tt 

I I. 

K: I he.ve t e terrible fe eling that tho t i_n g is 
beginning to slide . 

v. V: I spoke with Her r abo nt tbi s , and told hi m to 
remain on tho hills , b ut ho rcpoa.ts that then 
tho:.:-e .1ill bo nothing i the r car . 

K : Ho forgets that h is ::eaching open country . 

v.V: He fools ... which renains to be seen - that t ho 
plain is no less fa \ ourablo , as our positions 
there cannot be so::n so vJoll as now , w ere they 
are sprea out o fore th e ayes of the enemy on 
the hills ., 

(G. M.D. S . - 61 437/ 14 , Tent h :.rmy , f .D ,8 , ' px 1 9- 22 Sep , J..ppx 
1187 , tel c ons 20 Sep 4 q (Photost-..t ~8 JJ.0 (D267)) 

1 26 . The llFinal Ji.nalysis of the Dayn in the ain 
Diary of Tenth ~ concluded with t h e following remarl':s : 

I n a ccordanc e with the request of the Corps , 
Tenth i:rmy obtains t he con'" .. nt of 0 .B . s ·1 for 
·1i d.rawo.l of t h e left ·in · during t he coming 
night to t e "l:r .. delhe · d osit; ion :• (i . e., nort 
of Verucchio on the far sid of the River 
Marecchia ), thereby breakinc, off the Battle of 
Hi.mini before t heir om fo:iria tions south of the 

arecchio. have bf;COI!! exhat ... ted am incapable 
of preven ~e a breakth roug. to t' e plains . 

( G. M. D. s . - 6J.J.,. J7/l, Ten·c~ ~ .:uy '1 • • D s , 20 Sep 44) 

Jr description of the events in t e s c~tor of 29 Pz Gren Div 
a~pcared in t ·e daily sit· a · io rer~rt of the ·.r 

••• 29 Pz Gen Di v : Bec inning rith the noon hours 
the Division carried out a fighting withdrawal 
while wardinG off all er r;zy attacks . Sometimes 
under particularly difficul t conditions and in face 
of sharp ene y pressure , t ha individual battle 
groups , in some cases led by non- co issioned 
officer:'s , fought their way back . Time and again 
t hey had t o f i ght off a t tacks by the pursuing 
enemy; then fall buck another few hundred yards , 
Duri t · e day , t he s.ma.11 glll'rison of s . Lorenzo 
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held its positions against four enemy attacks i n 
battalion strene t h a nd with tank support . Com­
pressed into o. small c r ca , they s t ood fast until 
evenine . I n the late after noon they repelled a 
fifth nttack from the Southeast . h fur ther a t tack 
in battali on stren. th by infantry carried on 
vehicl es nnd with tunk support was al so repul sed, 
thanks to the support of our own artille r y. By 
comrni t ting t ro.ins , alarn uni ts and hastily forlled 
battle cr oups co.Ill]osed of stragGlers from all uni ts , 
it was possible by 1700 hrs to cr eate a thin bl ocking 
line around s . Lo renzo , a nd thus to elininate the 
danGer which existed i n t h e morninc of a br eakthr ough t o 
the North . Ji.ccording to present reports , four eneoy 
tanks havo b ocn destroyed in today ' s fighting . 
1 Para Div : Due to int erru~t cd connunications , no 
reports r eceived§ 

(G.M.D.S . - 61437/14, Tenth i.:rny , H.D.8 , i..PPX 19- 22 Sop , 1\PPX 118.5, 
Daily Sit Rep Tenth J.:rmy , 20 Sop 44)(Photostat 981JJ.O. (D252) ) 

12? . The fornal order for the sencral wi thdrawal of 51 
Mtn Corps to Green Line II was issued by Tenth J.:rmy at 1510 hrs 
20 Sep . It began with the statonant : 

The continued eneriy pressure on the wi ngs of 
the J.:rny necessitates tho withdrawal of the 
pr ojecting centre soction of the J..:ro.y f r ont 
in ordor to fr ee additional forces for the 
wings . 

~ photostatic copy of the f ull text i s being retai ned . 
(Ibid , J..ppx 1188 , 20 Sep 44) (Photostat 98L"..10. (D274 )) 

21 Sep 

1 28 . LarGe- scale fi ghtine in t i:ie coastal sector had now 
ceased for the Donont . The iWriod of conti nued good weat her had 
cone to nn end , nnd in·i;ernitten t showers were softening the 
ground . Inr1edio.tely wost of Rini.ni a: nn 21 Sep, 1 Cdn Inf D1T 
established sever a l bride;ehee.ds on t he f ·.r bank of the Marecchia 
in face of harassinc; fir e from t ho nachine guns of German r ear­
e uards . 114 ·Js .Div , which Vias n t fL1ll strength and which had not 
s\.lffered in the recent fighting , rocoived orders f er a l a t er a l 
move to the right wing of 76 Pz Corps . This would peIIJ.it the 
relief of hard-hit 26 Pz Di v and 356 Inf Div . 29 Pz Gren Div 
would b e t he next fomation to be r e sted and brought back to 
str encth. J .. definite o.gbravation of the situation had occurr ed 
on the rit;ht wing of .51 Mtn Corps , v1here the retreatins forces of 
715 Inf Di v had coue und er sharp pre sure . The Cor ps conno.nder 
was insistently asking tor reinforceODnts . The J.:rny oonmandor 
v10..s tldnkinG of ,novin::; l~4 Inf Div fron Cesena to the danger point ,-

ii (Note : Connunic c.tions may of course havo been interrupted, · 
but if the nuch harder pr essed 29 Pz Gren Div found ways and 
neans of comnunicat ing with Corps headquarters , l Para Di v 
niGht have found it poss i b le to do tho SaLle • I n view of the 
nendo.city notoriously ranpant at the headquar t ers of this 
division , t he cause of hi s tory nay have suffered lit~le by 
t his lo.ck of de tailed. r eports . · (See also Report No . 20 ,, para 
39)) 
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b ut reserved his decision pen.dins further clarification of t e 
sit':1ation . (G •• n .s . - 614-37/1 , Tenth ·.rey, .n . 8, 21 Sep 44- ) 

129 . Shortly aft er the fall of Rone Marshal Kesselrin 
and Gencre.l ar linont e.d been of tho opinion hat a quick 1ith­
drawal to t'e pennine positions was unavoida l e (H .S. Report No • 

. 2 , p ~ a 17) . But soon thereafter , thnnks to excep tionally 
brilliant staff work and to feats perforned by the remnants of 
eli te divisions , t e ~ .:roy Group had nnnaged to achi ovo t enporary 
stabilization on the height of Lake Trasinene . The German High 
Oonnand then sensed t e possibility of delayine; the ~:..llied o.d­
vo.ncc to t e point ·1hcre the advent of unf avoure.blo mather would 
find t Gernan troops ensconced in a line fron w1ich they could 
effectively block all r oads to the nor·thern plmns . This had b een 
the real reason for the streao of exhortations to stand fast , 
w ic had been r eachine Kesselrine daily and a ost hourly fron 
hiGhest l ev els during the ear ly weeks of June . t first nerely 
because he had no other choice, o.nd t hen be i nninc; to beli eve 
hinself that it coulc be done , despi te nisca lculations and nis­
readinGs , the conr:iander of the .rrw Group had virtually reached 
this goal . During the last days of the battle of Rinini the 
Ge ans had been vainly hopin far a decisive br eo.k in t e weather; 
but only intermt tent rains had fa.lien on t e field of battle . 
On 18 Sep Kesselring had said to Vietinghoff : 

••• and there is no pronise of o. change in 
weather . The rainy season thi s year is late 
by two meks ; this is two wevks abovo t e 
European nean . 

(Tel cons 2105 hrs , 18 Sep , o E,!!) 

But i f the rains had not cone i n tine to holp ~ho Gorn.ans in 
their l ast stand in the Gothic systen on t he coast , nevertheless 
cone t hey did a few days later , t us rabb i · the Ulicd push 
of its no ent~. 
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FROM THE ~CHIA TO THE RONCO 
{ 22 SEP - 26 OCT) 

From Rimini t o Cesena (22 Sop - 20 Oct) 

22 Sep 

130. With'the situat ion on the Adriatic for the 
moment wel l i n hand, Tent h Army was able to pay s ome att ention 
to the developments at the inter-army boundar y , where the 
acc ept ance of a calculated risk had·now l ed t o a situation 
demanding immediate remedial action . During the morning the 
A:rmy c ommander called at the headquarters of 715 Inf Div and 
found the formation weakened by many casualt i es . Tne wastage 
of manpower had not been solely due to enemy action. AB the 
personnel of the Division had not been trained for oper ations 
in high mountain country , the number of men falling down some 
precipice at night had been so great as to constitute a 
palpable factor . The Di vision reported the following strengths : 

725 Gren Regt 720 
735 Gren Regt 120 

1028 Gr en Regt 970 
Fd Repl Bn 150 

132 Gr en Regt 576 ~ under command ; f rom 44 Inf Div) 

Total 2, 536 * 
131. In t he aft ernoon the two Army command er s 
conferred with Mar shal Kesselring at the Tactical Headquarters 
of t he Army Group. The views expressed on this occasion by 
the Army commanders , as well as Kesselring ' s decisions , were 
recorded in a memorandum appearing in photostatic and t r ans­
lated form as Appendix "N" to this -report (G. M. n. s . - 61437/14, 
Tenth Army, W. D. S Appx 19- 22 Sep , Appx 1226 , 22 Sep 44 ) 
(Photostat 981Alo . ln275)) . It was decided that the Infantry 
Training Brigade was no v after all to remain with Fourteenth 
A:rmy {see para 122); Tenth Army would move another r egimental 
group from 44 Inf Dl.v to the Army ' s right wing (balance to 
follow) , and 94 Inf Div V1ould be brought up to the l ef't wing 
to carry out the relieving tasks originally planned for 44 Inf 
Div. Fourteenth Ju:my was given a free hand regarding complete 
withdrawal to Green Line II , and the prevention of a breakthr ough 
at the i nner wings of the two Armi es was classed as being of 
equal importance with.the carrying out of the i dentical task 
at the Adriatic f r ont . (Ibid ) 

23 Sep 

1 32. By 07oo ·hrs 23 Sep the leading el ements of 134 
Gren Regt ( 44 Inf Div ), moving up the San.tern.a val ley on the 
road from Im.ala to Firenzuola , ·had reached the area between 
Fontanelic e and Castel del Rio . They were to take up positions 
on the extreme right wing of 51 Mtn Corps . Just acr oss the 
inter- army boundary was the Infantry Training Brigade { G. . D. S . -
61437/22 l Tenth Army , W. D. B, sit ma~s 21- 30 Sep , sit map 51 Mtn 
Corps , 2; Sep 44) {Photostat 981AlO. (D276)) . At 2030 hrs 44 Inf 
Div assumed command in the area 1 km south-west of · • Taggiola -

• Macchia di Cano (G •• D.S. - 61437/1 , Tenth u-my , . D. 8 , 

(G .• D. S • .;. 61437/141 Tenth u-ny , N. D. B, Appx 19- 22 Sep , 
Appx 1275 , 22 Sep 44) 
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23 Sep 44) . To ensure unif'ied command in the threatened area, 
44 Inf Div was placed under command of Fourteenth Army t · 
effective 0700 hrs 24 Sep (G. M. D.S. - 61437/15 , Tenth Army, 
W. D. 8 , Appx 23-26 Sep , Appx 1249i 23 Sep 44 ). Simultaneously 
the inter- army boundary we.s m6ved eastwards . · Previously the 
boundary had passed through M. Altuzzol i • M. Coloreta -
Pianoaldo - Montercn~io - Ozzano; as of 0700 hrs 24 Sep it 
would pass through • Carolano - 10 km south- ea.St of 

. Firenzuola - immediately north- test of Faggiola - . ·• Bataglia -
eastern rim of Im.ala (G .. r .n.s . - 62241/1, Fourteenth Army, 
. n. 4/23 Sep 44) . In order to free further forces for the 

·crit cill area at the inter- army boundary, Fourteenth Army 
would accel erate limited ~ithdr walB. In addition, a 
r einforced regimental group from 232 Inf Div (1043 Gren Regt) 
was being rushed from tho zone of the Ligurian A:rmy to that · 
of Fourteenth Army. ( Ibid ) . -
133 . On the ldriatic side the elements of 20 G. h . F. 
Div at Santarc angelo had failed to hol d their positions , This 
f ormat ion was a division on paper only, and it was f'elt that 
dispersal was 1ell justified. Presuming however that the 
High Command would fail to countena.nce the dissolution, 
Marshal Kesselring allowed Tenth Army to disperse its forces 
by sending the individual companies "on command" to various 
uni ts of 76 Pz Corps , particularly 26 Pz Div ( G. . D. S . -
61437/1 , Tenth ilrmy1 W~D. 8 , 23 Sep 44; 61437/ 15 , Tenth Army, 
W,D. s, Appx 23-26 tlep APpx 1248, tel cons 23 Sep 44) 
(Photostat 981AlO. ( D26?)) . On the same day 29 Ps Gren Div 
and 1 Para Div succeeded in re:pulsing several reconnaissance 
thrusts in battalion strength {G •• D.S . - 61437/ 1, Tenth Army , 
w.n. s, 23 Sep 44). A well-prep~rad situation map of 76 Pz 
Corps on· 23 Sep is being retained. in photostatic· f'orm ( G .n.s~-
61437 /22 , Tenth A:J:my , . D~ 8, sit maps 2l- 30 Sep , Z3 Sep 44) 
(Photostat 981.AlO,(D277)). 

134, The forces of 44 Inf Div had arrived too late 
to prevent the occupation of • la Fine and • Sasso . But 
soon· the front would be mended and resistance stiff'ened, The 
hard-headed Bavarian Army Group Commander, whose mind worked 
best under pressure arid when exhilarated by dramatic danger , 
was now tully aroused. In addition he had received orders 
ruling out a strategic withdrawal to positions north of the 
River Po. No doubt at the time he would have preferred to 
carry out operation "Herbstnebel" (Autumn Fog) (see para 73); 
but was prevented from doing so by direct orders f rom :flitler. 
In the absence of evidenc e from original documents , a 
pertinent passage is being quoted here f rom t he narrative 
prepared by Maj or Ritter Percy v. Schramm, War Diarist of the 
Gennan High Command, on the basis of day to day top l evel 
documents : I 

I 
On 23 Sep General Roettiger arrive~· at the Fuehrer ' s 
Headquarters wid submitted the intentions of O. B.&'W 
to the Fuehrer ,· Thereupon on the same day O, B. SW 
r eceived the message that the basic intentions to 
defend the .Apennines and the estern Alps were to be 
adhered to . o.B. SW however retained local freedom of 
action . Strategic withdrawal movements remained sub­
ject to Hitler's approval , put O. B.SW could begin 
preparations for disengagement .at once , ·thus making 
possible a ithdrawal at sport notice . ••• Hereby, 
and against the recommendatJ.on of O. B. SW the movement 
Autumn Fog was postponed . Instead he was promised 
men and ·mater el to enable him to carry out his 
mission . The fulfilment of this promise however 
proved difficult . Nevertheless , O. B. SW , who had 
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requested 23 , 800 men , was advised ·on 26 Sop that he 
would receive 20 , 000 men by l Oct • 

••• At noon on 27 Sep O.B.sw· again requested author­
ity to initiate the movement . He based his pl ea on 
tho fnct that the tvro big attacks on his southern 
front wore continuing and that the enemy nir force 
was reinforcing its attacks against the front and 
the rear area . Indications of a push over the Alps 
against Turin were becoming more numerous and the 
possibility of londings on tho Riviera nnd"in the 
rear of Tenth Army had to bo reckoned with . The 
vacanc i es r esul ting from Onsualti es coul d no l onger 
be fill ed by r eplacements . The danger of a·br eak­
through in the direction of Imoln - Bologna, putting 
Tenth 1~ in a most difficult situation and 
thrcutoning to mako the extensive movement Of t ho 
11.:rmy of Li guri a in the.lUps impossible was gr owing 
constc.ntly. Therefore, if the enemy advance could 
not be checked within the next few days , the 
initiation of the movoment was necessary ••• 

On 5 Oct O. B. SW \Vas informed th~t the Fuehrer, for 
politic::U , l!lilitary and administrative reasons! hnd 
decided to defend the 1...pcnnine front and to ho d 
upper Italy not only until late fall , but· indefinitel~r 
With this in vi ew, O.B. SW was enjoined ••• t o br ing 
the front of 1 Para Corps to o.. final state of 
stabilization. 

(v. Schramm, _£E. cit , Photostat 981AlO.( DllA)), 
paras 136 - lN) 

24 Sep 

135 . While Fourteenth Army was already engaged in 
extensive preperations for pun.ping fresh blood to the danger 
spot , due to mounting pressure on its right wing Tenth Army 
now decided on further measures in support of its western 
s ector. 305 Inf Div would have to spread itself to tho r ight , 
nnd 98 Inf Div (to soI:te extent r ested and r einforc ed by now ) 
would have t o move up for early cornnitment . In the oain War 
Diar y of Tenth i'i::rmy the following was r ecorded: 

In the sector of 715 Inf Div , which since Fourteenth 
_ Army has taken over 44 Inf Div is now on the extreme 

right wing of Tenth .i..rmy, the enemy , nourished by 
steady streams of reinforcements , attacks during 
the whole day , ond is able to make penetrations in 
t he middle sect or , where ho is opposed by our badly 
exhausted troops . In view of the still tense 
situation , the - .:.1.rmy decides t o cotmlit 98 Inf Div on 
the right wing aft er its reorganization has been compl~ 
The departure of tho first regineiital group is 
ordered for the f olloWing evening. On the j,·.rmy• s 
le.ft wing too , the enemy curries out nuner ous 
attacks with ta.nk support , the point of main effort 
be i ng on the c6ast in the sectors of 29 Fz Gr on Div 
and 1 Para Div . These attacks cannot yet be regarded 
as the beginning of the third phase of tho great 
offensive , but are reconna issances in force . In the 
evening large tank concentrations are observed in 
this area. 



- 68 -

As tho moving into position of the enemy ' s artillery 
too can now be regnrded ns ended , it is oxpected that 
in the course of the next fo'il days he will renew his 
attenpts at breaking through . 

Included in the nensures f or strengthening the front , 
Ii.my Group i s tioVing up 94 Inf Div o.nd oonpensat ing 
the Adriatic Const CoDlI!ltind with one grenadier regimen1 
from 162 (Turc) Inf Div. 

(G.M. D.S . - 61437/1 , Tenth .Arny , W. D. 8 , 24 Sep 44) 

136 , In t he fl.driatio sector 4 Brit Div had established 
a bridgehead ac r oss t he river Uso ; 90 Pz Gren Div had been 
f orc ed to fall back in consequence of flanking attacks from 
Santarcruigol o , and by the ond of the dny l Para Div had 
reported no l ess t han 27 a ttacks ili battalion strength on its 
positions during the l ast 36 hours . (Ibid) Though r el atively 
small , the new withdrawals in the s actor had a disconcerting 
effect on Marshal Kesselring: 15th iU!rJ.y Group was punching 
with both fists; the kr:TJy" Group had been forbidden to move 
behind the Po , · and the str at egical implications were frightening 
to contenpl ate . In prolonged t elephone conversations with his 
Army commanders Kesselring stressed t~e incalculable consequencei 
of a breakthrough t o Inol a , ahd demanded increased hardness 
on the part of all cornha.nders, (G. McD. S. - 61437/15 , Tenth A:rr:ly , 
W. D, 8, Appx 23- 26 Sep, Appx 1272 , tol cons 24 Sep 44 , · 
(Photostat 981AlO. (D267)) , and 62211-l/l , Fourteenth Arny , W. D. 4 , 
24 Sep 44) 

25 Sep 

137 . While on this day Fifth Army was not making any 
significant ga ins , Eighth Arrn.Y' showed unrrd.stakable signs of 
being r eady f or a new advence . In the Main War Diary of Tenth 
Axmy t he f ollowing was recorded : 

On the right wing the eneoy continues his attacks 
throughout the day , extending then to the Sout h­
east, and i s everywhere repulsed by our stubborn 
def enc e . 

In the area of 76 Pz Corps the enemy' s point of main 
effort lies between the Via Emilia and the coast , 
where in bitter fighting , and at the cost of heavy · 
casualties , the enEr.:IY gains gr ound on the l eft wing. 
The arrival of eneny f o:rnations in the front line , 
either brought up from the rear areas or reinforced 
in the vicinity of the front, tho very actively 
conducted r econnaissance activiti es of the last few 
days , c ombined with methodic al a rtillery ranging and 
t he systematic demolition of communications in the 
r ear areas froo. the air , indicate t hat a new major 
offensive by Eighth Army' s right wing is directly 
i mminent . In connection her ewith, the enemy will 
continue hi s attacks in t he nountai ns with the object 
of breaking through al ong the Via Emilia in the directi c 
Bologna - Faenza . 

I n the a r oa of 76 Pz Corps 72 enemy tanks were put out 
of action between 22 and 25 Sep. 

(G. M. D. S. - 61437/l , Tent h Army , W.D . 8, 25 Sep 44) 
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138 . Telephonic reports by the ·~ connandor 
r ognrding the reappearance of rested and replenished 5 Cdn l'l-rmd 
Div , as well as the general picture of three enorzy am.cured 
divisions and four armoured brigades spoiling for a break­
through , induced tho Artl.y Group coI:IIllailder to countenance in 
a dvanc e D. "rolling with the punch" and to deoond extensive 
deployrient in depth . Such tactical elasticity would keep the 
troops froo boing deci ated by artillery fire , and would at 
l eas t s ave tho front fron being pierced. (G • • D. S . - 61437/15 , 
Tonth ey, · • D. S, p:px 23- 26 Se , ppx 1288 , 25 Sep 44) 
(Photos tat 981 'U.O . l D267)) 

26 Sep 

139 . On tho loft wing of Fourteenth Arny 44 Inf Div 
.had failed to cone up to expectations and had lost M, 
Pratol ungo and M. Acuto . Tumediat cly east of these mountains 
the Division was forced back to a thinly held blocking line 
free Castel del"Rio to Budrio . Contact With Tenth 1;.rray was 
not established . (G .M. D. S . - 62241/1 , Fourteontb Army , i.n. 4, 
26 Sep 44) . The situation on Tenth Arny ' s front was Surn!lB.rized 
as follows: 

As on the previous day, the figh t ing on the ii..rIJY' s 
extrene right 1ing is dependent on tho developm. nt 
of the situation in the sector of its neighbour on 
the right . Severe fighting develops east of M. Croce . 
The enemy now extends his attacks as far as the road 
Marradi - Faenza . Enemy armoured reconnai ssance is 
already on the mountain pass r oad at Bagno di 
Romagna too With the arrival of 290 Gren Regt 
(98 Inf Div} in tho battle area on the ii.rmy ' s right 
wing the front is now more densely occupied . But 
in spite of many attenpts on the part of 51 Mtn Corps , 
contact with its western neiglibour across the Army 
boundary cannot beestabl shed. Thus the danger of a 
further enecy penetration reIJB.ins . 

On the · driatic the fighting between Via Er!lilia and 
the coast inore ~ses in severity, but up to now the 
enoray has gained but little ground . In expectation 
of a renewed najor attack preceded by drum.fire and 
massed bo~bs , tho f r ont is echeloned far to the rear, 
with the objoot'of LJ.ini izing the otherwise unavoid­
able casualti es . 

( G. M. D. S . - 61437/l 1 Tonth ;.rm.y , ~ • D. 8 , 26 Sop 44) 

140. In the day's telephone convcrs tions the 
pot ential danger in t ho situation on the right wing as not 
being l!linimized , but nevertheless ho c antro of gravity was 
definitely r ecognized as continuing t o be locat ed on tho 
driatic side; · The Ei ght h ..my soe cd to be changing its 

method though , and t ho c o!i!Illmidur of 76 Pz Corps reported that 
the opponent sooncd t o deviate fron t he r ecent pat tern of large­
scnle attacks ru1d would "naint in co t a t pro~sure with 
somewhat smallor forc es . (Ibid) . During the day the first 
transports from 94 Inf DivJ::Oft Istria for Ferrara. , where the 
Division was to bo conc entrated with all poss ible speed as 
an Army Group r es erve . The fir s t f or rntion t o be dispatched 
vas 276 Gren Regt . (G. · . D. ~ . - 61437/ 15 , Tenth /.;r. , . D. 8 • 
Appx 23- 26 Sep , ppx 13ll t 1312 d 1313) . 
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l41 . In n special Bessago t o all Corps and 
Divisional Cor~andcrs , General v . Vi etinghoff on this day set 
f orth the cconoruc end nili tary r easons which nade it 
i npcr ative t o hol d uppor r t.iy as l ong as possible and to 
exact n h0 avy pric e f or every f oot of gr ound . He added that 
this t ask could not be carried out by mere r outine procedure ; 
but r equired sustained t op pcrforr:iance in the art of coma.and. 
A phot ost atic copy and a transl ati on of the docua.ent appear 
as Appendix "0" t o t his r eport (G. M. D. S . - 61437/15 , Tenth 
1>.xny , W. D. 8 , Appx 23-26 Sep , Appx 1310 , 26 Sep 411.) 
(Phot ost at 9811'10 . ( D278)) . 

142. The infantry strengt h of Tenth /u:my at that 
time was r oughly indic at ed .in t he f~oy • s condition r eport 
f or the week anding 25 Sop. Exclusive of 44 Inf Div , (now 
with Fourteenth 1...r~y) t ho Ji:rny conprised 92 bat tali ons of 
varying str ength: 

Cl ass ificati on 

Strong (over 400} 
Fairly strong (below 400) 
Aver a$e (below 300 ) 
Weak (below 200 } 
Exhausted (bel ow 100} 
Dissolved 
Unreported 

Total 

Nunber of 
Battalions 

10 
16 
26 
21 
16 

l 
2 

92 

Using statistical averages this would indicate a strength of 
appr oxinat ely 21 , 500 men . It would be a r eas onably safe 
estimate t o say t hat the infantry strength of the h.roy at 
t hat ti.me was definitely less than 25 , 000 men , and probably 
nearer t o 20 ,000. A photostatic copy of this weekly r eport 
i s being r etained. Additional i nterest attaches t o the 
document f or tho r eason that it contains the nanes of the 
divisionOJ. commmiders and t fic ir First Ope r ations Offioers·at 
the time . (Ibid , Ap~x 1319 , 25 Sep 44) (Phot ostat 981.AJ.O . 
(D279)) -

143. Contrary t o expectations the inner wings of the 
two German Armies had hitherto been unable t o heal the festering 
sore at the front . fi.ny :rurther det erioration would lead to 
the early interdiction of the vitD.l Vi u Emilia . The War Diary 
of Fourt eenth !J:ny leaves no doubt that the. situation on this 
day assumed the character of a grave crisis . l Para Corps was 
virtually exhaus t ed. The designetions of s ome o f the r eserves 
now being dru.I!lraed up ·ror dispatch t o the front·c1e~rly 
botrayod their prospective ineffectiveness . M. Battaglia t 
Castel del Rio nnd M. Carneval e had been lost ; only the aavent 
of very bad weather or·a change in pl ans by the enemy could 
mit~gate tho s ituation . Bot h of these eventualities did occur . 

144 . In t he ~driatic sector steady pressuro by 1 Cdn 
Corps forc ed 29 Pz Gron D:iv and 1 Pa r a Div to begin wheeling 
back towards t he Fi umicino (G. M. D.S . - 61437/16 W. D. 8 , 
Appx 27- 30 Se:p ; l1ppx 1337 , t el cons 27 Sep 44) (Phot ostat 
981AlO. (D267)J . 26 Pz Div report ed heav-y fighting and 
penetrations at s. Mauro . Very doterr.lined pr essure wus be ing 
exerted by 5 Brit Corps ' nort hwest of Poggi o Berni . (~, 
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Appx 1333, sit rep Tenth 1.Tmy, 27 Sep 44) (Photostat 981.AlO. 
( D252)) 

28 Sep 

145-. A pr ognosi s of the role to be played by the 
weather in the months to co e was s een in the copious rains 
which were drenching the f r ont on this day . t the height 
of the difficult situati on in the Santerno valley Kesselring 
had asked his Army co.rhmanders to attend a conference at his 
t actical headquarters . Whan the meeting ~egan, at 1300 hrs 
on 28 Sep, pessimism had somewhat receded. The substance of 
the various declarations oade on this occasion was r ecorded by 
Tenth Army in a nemorandum. The docunent appears in 
photostatic and translated f or m as Appendix "P" ·to this 
r eport (G •• n.s . - 61437/161 Tenth i'lrmY , i.D ; ~! Appx 27-30 
Sep 1 ppx 1349, 28 Sep 44) ~Photostat 981AlO . (ll~80)} . On the 
whole the docunent represents a summation by an authoritative 
source of sub j ect matter set forth in greater detail in 
prec eding paragraphs. It corroborates v. Schrrunm' s statements 
r egarding the directives received by Kesselring at that time 
(see para 134) . 

146. On the eas t ern wing of Fourteenth r my further 
r everses were suffer ed to the right and l eft of Castel del Rio; 
in addition now t he rear units of the formations there were 
engaged in heavy fighting with organized guerillas , but on the 
whole .Fifth Army ' s attacks seened to be lessening in intensity. 
(G. M. D.S . - 62241/1 , Fourteenth A:rmy , W.D. 41 28 Sep 44). 
In the area of Tenth ilrmy the day was characterized by the 
beginning of a series of futile and cost ly attempts to 
regain possession of t e summit of • Battaglia. Near the 
coast the fighting was fiercest in the sector of 90 Pz Gren 
Div in and at Savignano . spite heavy r ains 1 Cdn Corps 
maintained strong pressure , From Savignano t6 the coast the 
Germans were now deployed al ong the Fi umicino . 76 Pz Corps 
considered the day as successful one for the defenders: 

••• In obstinate and sullen fighting ••• our troops 
obtained a full defensive success . By the personal 
efforts of co:m:nanders the troops were carried for­
ward time and again ; enemy penetrations r olled back 
in counter-thrusts and count er- attacks , and t he 
main lino of resistance kept intact at the cost of 
high casualt i es on both sides . In several penetration 
areas fighting i s still in progr ess . 

(G •• D.S. - 61437/1 , .D. 8, Tenth i..I"DlY , 28 Sep 44) 

Tenth Army's s ituati on map for · 28 and 29 Sep is being retained 
i n· photostatic fo ( G.M. D. S. - 61437/22, Tonth Ar rey , sit ma:ps 
21-30 Sep, sit I!laP 28 and 29 Sep 44) (Photostat 981Al.O.( D281)) . 

29 Sep 

147. Fourteenth h:rny reported no enga ements of 
consequence . Tenth il'filY moved its tactical headquarters from · 
Pizzocalvo t o Sabbioncello san Vittore (8 km south of Copparo). 
In t he Main War Diary of tho Army the day ' s events were sum­
marized us follows: 
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Today the . focal point of the fighting on tho right 
wing is M. Battaglia, the possession of which is of 
decisive ioportanco for tho developnent of the 
defensive front in the present line. The defender , 
whose fr eedom of action is hampered fron three sides , 
still occupies the castle ruins on the swm:Ut , which 
with the ass istanc e of guerillas has been developed 
into a fortified stronghold. 

Contact with the neighbouring 1...roy has been es­
tablished. 

On the Adriatic front tho ground is still very muddy 
and can be ' travcrsed by vehicles only with great 
difficulty . In spite of occasional fine intervals , 
tho enea.y air force ronains inactive , presunably on 
account of soft runways . While addi~ional enemy 
concentrat ions havo been observed , the only fighting 
of any inportance is taking place in tho sect6r of 
90 Pz Gren m.v , where Savignano has been lost . 

In view of tho difficult terrain , oven if the weather 
should clear up , the r esunption of heavy fighting is 
not expect ed before l Oct. 

(G. M. D. S. - 61437/1, Tenth A:rr:iy , W. D. 8 , 29 Sep 44) 

30 Sep 

148 . Renewed attempts to retake the sUilll!lit of M. 
Battaglia failed; Bad weather in the idriatic sector prevented 
najor operations . The Gcrrmn withdrawal across the lower 
Fiunicino had been carried out in the nick of tine. ..: .. t 1040 
hrs Runkel said to Wentzell : 

The crossi ng of t he Rubicon~ yesterday is said to 
have been sonething indescribable . Men drovmed and 
some guns were literally washod away . ••• 

(G.M. D. S. - 61437/161 Tenth ilXny , W . D ~ 8 , A~~x 1387 , 
t el cons 30 Sep 44) \?hotostat 981i.J.O. (D267)J 

Wel l - prepared situation maps of 51 Mtn Corps and 76 Pz Corps 
on 30 Sep a re being retained in photostatic forn (G.M.D.S ~ -
61437/22 , Tenth h:rmy , sit naps·21-Jo Sep , sit naps 30 Sep, 
51 Mtn Corps (Photostat 9811.J.O. ( D282)) and 76 Pz Corps 
(Phot ostat 981Al0. (D283)) . 

149 . A picture of the psychological-warfare methods 
employed by Tenth Army at the t ime is found in the detailed 
report for the month of September by the Propaganda Liaison 
Officer at t he Headquarters of Tenth Army (G.M. D. S. - 62439/ 2 , 

I On the available maps the name Uso i s followed by the word 
"Rubicone" . Runkel however was in possession of a map on 
which the Fiu.micino was given as Rubicon , and following 
his telephonic suggestion references to the Rubicon were 
references to the Fiwnicino (ibid , t el cons 29 Sep 44) 




