
• 

17.50 hrs 

1810 hrs 

1820 hrs 

1 910 hrs 
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K: What is tho situati on o.t pr esent end what do you 
noke of it? 

W: I f eel t hat we hnvo been lucky with our withdrawal 
s inc e it pr eserved us from being caught in the 
artillery barr age . · I expect that ho will f ollow 
with strong f orces. 

K : Rogardinc transfer of £>.Uti - tank woo.pons[from 51 
Mtn Corps to 76 Pz CorpsJ c•• soncthing nu.st be 
done nll right . 

W: Yes , but unfortunately we have no ~ir r ooonnais­
sanco with which to find out what is hc.ppcning 
i n the ronr areas . In this rospect we a r o onco 
norc totally blind • 

• • • 
K : Ji:r o you i n contact with the Ji.ray Connandor ? You 

oust certainly di scuss this with hi n . 

W: I spoke to hi n thi. s norning about i t . 

K: Hes Heidrich r eturned yot? 

W: Yesterday he V/8.S net yet back. 

Wentzell - Schnell (Gero.an synopsis) 

••• .l\nd then c . of s . has heard t hat the Canadians 
c.r o thoro , though this has not yet b eon confirmed by 
a second source . Accor ding to t he troops thoy are 
supposed to be Canadians . Schnell will havo t o be 
particularly hot after this infornation, f or if they 
o.ro r eally Canadians c . of s . will have to adopt quite 
other noo.suros . For then it will be a true na jor 
operation (cine ganz grosso Lngelosonh~it) . 

Wentzell - Goricko~ 

Down t here i n tho zone or 76 Pz Corps there seoos 
to bo·a. l ot goinc; on . J,,;pparontly the eneny has 
coIJni ttod hinself there to a very lo.rgo - scale affair . 
British formations arc cor.D.itted ; possib l y also 
Co.no.di nns . Ono nust r ockon with, the possibility 
of a landing operation at Gorickets . G. shoul d bo 
on tho o. l ort ; a ll the noro as an intelligence r eport 
fron Trie ste says that sonothing is brewing thero ••• 

Wontzoll - Runkel 

(Runkel r eporti ng ) ••• Froo tho l oft a Polish 
sergeant ho.s b con brought i n , who stc.tes th::l.t they 
have boon r cl ioved by Can~di ens ••• 

Wentzell - Runkel 

••• Monba.rocchio has been l ost ••• 
Heidrich will be back i n nbout throe or f our days ••• 

* GERICKE, Col , G.s . c ., c . of s . Venetian Const CoIJO:m.d (pur a 
5 above ) 
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2320 hrs Wentzell - Berlin 

••• i...t the nor:icnt we arc in diff icult i es on the left 
wing . I n tho sectors of Heidrich and Raapke there 
is fiorco air a ctivity. In that aroa he has simpl y 
cloar od· al.1 tho ninefields before tho Groen Line fr om 
t he air . Now they nust be re- l aid hurriedl y during 
tho night and in the next few days . 

2330 hrs Wentzell - Roettiger 

• • • 
R: What o.bout tho JJ:ny comander? Did you talk with hio? 

W: I wo.s unab lo to reach hin. 

R: Tho Fiel d Marshal thinks you ought to call hin back 
[fron l o ave] . 

W: I will cul l hin on tho tel ephone tonorrow morning 
•• • 

44 . The Main Wcr Diary of Tenth Ji:rny for 26 1.ug 
carried tho following entry : 

Tino and c.gain during tho las t wooks the J..rr:iy oor:oand 
has pointed out that the next na jor oper ation of the 
onony was to bo expected on tho J.,dric.tic coast (e . g . 
tel cons 19 Jul , 24 Jul , 29 Jul , and particularly 
C. of s . Ton th J;rny \Vi th Col Beoli tz , Ops Of fr 0 . B . SW 
on 9 Aug and 10 J.ug }. During the afternoon of 26 Aug 
tho now cl c o.rly discer ni b l e oneray pi cture and t he 
noasuros t o be taken by 76 Pz Corps have boon dis­
cussed with tho J·i:rny Group without for tho nonent 
ob taining thoir full agrccncnt with tho Ji:rnyt s point 
of view. 

{G. M.D. s . - 61437/l , Tenth , Vl . D. 8, 26 Aug 44 ) 

Tho above statonent in itself is true enough , but it must be 
ta.ken into account that the enrly alerIJ and "wisdon" of Tenth 
JJ:oy was in part a result of JJ.lied deception . When t he original 
intolligonce picture of an Allied build- up on the hdriatic 
finally collapsed {see H.S . Report No . 24 , paras 63 , 79), Marshal 
Kessel r i ng turned his full attention to the events on the wost 
coast and in turn suffered conplot e surprise on tho east coast 
due to tho cunul ntive effects of JJ.licd astuteness end the disnal 
failure of his own Intelligence service . 

45 . Fourteenth .A:rny know fron bitter experience what 
night happen when it had to trunsf or sone of its fornetions to 
another part of the front . Truo to forn (as well as truo to fact ), 
t ho 11ain War Dic.ry f or 26 hug carried iteDS ex-pr essing conc ern re­
gardint; Alli ed intenti ons on the Ji:rny' s front . J.nd at 2345 hrs the 
/irny telephoned to /,;rny Group that agents were tlC.king t ho f ollowing 
statenents : 

(o. } The ener1y front i s t hinly held but 2 . 5 kn further 
t o tho roar r ather str ongly. 

(b} The insif;nia of the following divisions have been 
seen : New Zealand , South Jtl'rican , Canadi an 
[s ic] and 1 Greek . 
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( c) Considoro.blo c onc entr a tions of tanks in t he r e ar 
on ; on th roads heavy noter t r affic . 

(d ) I.long the roads 
anmmition . 

ca t stores of art i l l er y 

( c ) JJ..liod so1 1 · 0r s h av o sta ted on 2.5 J .. ug t hat within 
fi v dcys they v10 uld b o a t t a ck i ng in t ho direction 
of Enpoli , Sign.a r.nd Floronc o . 

(G •• n.s . - 62241/1, Fourteent h Army, W.D. 4, 26 Aug 44) 

27 ug 

4-6. T"ctic lly SJS aking t he day tas one of continued 
advances by tho l o dine; elon nt s of Eighth ·.r y i n the dire cti on 
of tho Groan Li ne . Once agai n the r e co r d s of tho te l phone con­
ver s a tions a r e of particul ar inter e st b eca us e thoy reflect tho 
vi ews and op i ni ons of the cor::inruiders and t he r easons for t he 
ncasuro s t aken . In para 44 abov e it wa s sho'vVIl t hat in the 
ovoni of 26 u Tenth u:cy and Army Group i;c i ; did not see 
eye to eye i n their nppr aisal s of tho s · tuati on . On tho or n i ng 
of 27 u , c. of s . Tenth y r eceiv ed a f ur t her shock wh n after 
a f ew c a sua l r eLlarks o.r shal Kosso lrin nade t ho f oll owi. ng sta te­
ncmt : 

0920 hrs 

K: 

Wentzel l - Koss lri 

1~ f ew onen ts ago I t o ld ny offic ers t hat this 
wh l o nffair gives me t e i npr cssion of a large­
s calo di versi on r isi ne f r on the eno n:w ' s f ear of 
o. Gor man fl a.nkin attaclc i n t ho Wost wi t h thr oe 
to ou divi si ons i n orcer to r uin the who l o in­
v as i on of S outhorn France . JJ.l tho a t tacks on 
the rail ays durin t ho l~st f ew ays , th attac ks 
on th roe. s , t h f eint at Ra v nna , e.nd now t he 
attac k on tho l ef t .'in ; o.11 the s e thin s give 
no th i npr os i on tho.t t bi s at tack will no t b o 
pro coodod with in str eng t h , but tha t tho a t tacks 
hnvo t o express objec t of tyinr. up our f orc es 
so thc.t no t h inG can o wron g in S outher n Franc e . 

lo sh 1 o.v to s o wha t today b r in s f or t h , so 
a s to find out a l so f r on pri son rs what is happon ­
i n c; . 

K : Ha.ve t h ey t ak n rrn y pr ison rs? 

W: Ye s , C .., i ans end f r on 46 Brit Div . 

K : Which Cruie.dia.ns are t h oy? 

W: Wo ao not know yot . Unfortunut el y one of the 
pri sone rs i s a l.r eedy dead . They tried t o t ak 
hin back uri n g daylight · he was c ~ t in 
bo bin0 a t t ack en ki l l o • ow I have i ven 
or d-r s that tho other Cana.di ansii aro un or no 
circuns t anc c s to bo taken ba ck during tho da y . · 
Thay will no t be brought back t ill the evening . 
We do not know whore t hey ar e because Corps 
ho qua r t r s are oovi ng ••• 

ii :~c c or i n · t o c onversati ons whi ch rnr h ld later i n the day , 
tho pri so n ·T who d i ed i n tho bor:ib in · a t tack was from 46 Brit 
Di v ( !,E.~.~) • 
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K: I nn anxious to hoar what t e pri soners have 
to say o.nd whether ray assumption that it is a 
diversion will bo confirmed . 

1130 hrs ntzcll - Runkol (GcrD0.11 synopsis) 

••• Runk 1 unfortun""tely is une.bla to submit nny 
info at i on ~bout t e c adians; they rtfuse to 
s enk. P r haps th bo_o ~o the er cured brigade . 
Ef rts ust o c t o asccrtuin wheth r th y 
belong to a leXG for ti n or to this brigade. 

hccording t o t ho telephone convorsati ns the Ge rman s employed 
very shrewd interrogators (WontzGll, 1010 hrs ). The tenor of 
t~c 1 tter conversation in · cat os that t y did ot find out 
much ; fo r un.spocifiod roo.sons, o rnv r by 1810 hrs tho Gerl!le.ll.s 
felt carte.in that the prisonc s voro fro 1 Cd Inf Div , and 
ontzoll tol d Roctticor 'the.t .5 C n .L C: Div could not be fa:r 

off '"'S it w s un ik ly th 0 t tho C~a.di en Corps woul b split 
up fG •• D.S . - 61 37/8 , Tenth Lrny , · ~ :J .. 8 , '-PP 594, tel cons 
27 J"ug ) (Pho t ostat 9811"10 . (D205)) • 

47. The convEJr se.tion t 1810 hrs betwoon Wentzell and 
Roetti or , whilo too l on e.nd involved t o quot a , was tho no st 
important one of the day and , in fact , constituted a tenporary 
assunption of th leadership by Wentzell. With the consent of 
arsho.l Kessolrin (v.ho ms ear the tel phone and praised 
entzoll for his i deas} it was decided during this conversation : 

To drop t o plans for to.kin£; 33 Inf Div 
into Li:rny e s ervo ; 

To drop th plans for exchanging 98 Inf Div 
for 29 Pz Gron Div ; 

But ins ~iiead of this : 

To nov 33' Inf Div to Fourt enth J . 
' 

To ~ovc 29 Pz Gren Div to t he dr i atic coast ; 

To tiovc 26 Pz Div co lete to Tenth J .. rmy for 
coonitm nt under 76 Pz Corps (ut a tine to 
bo deternined by O. B SW); 

To l et weary 71 Inf Div c n ~e places with 
98 Inf Di • 

(Ibi d , 27 ug 44) 

48 . Durin0 the de. the ·i_nner wings of the two Corps 
ranched tho Rod Line ; ~ . 715 end 305 I f Divs nssuraed cor:JL'.le.nd 
in t huir respo ctivo portions of t h0 f ront previously contro l led 
by H . ~ . 334 Inf Di v ; H. Q. 278 Inf Div assuned cor1I".l.~nd in the 
area previously control led by H o ~, 5 ~n Div (G.M.n .s . -
61437/1 , Tent h J.,;rny, v .D . 8~ 27 J .. ug)~ . 

~ For the purpose of 
shoul d be to.k n of the 
( ) O.S Of 000 hrs 27 

nunb8r of each 1 
force . (Go . D. S . 
24 Aug 4 ) 

note 

ug tho nunber t elev nt was edded to th 
e squar OL t c nap 1 :100, 000 , then in 

- 61437 /7 , Tenth .rny, ·1.D . 8, J. px 506 , 

(b) As of 0901 hrs 27 Aug reports to hrr::J.Y Group we r e coded on 
tho basis of t h nap 1 : 200,000 , then in force . (G. M. D. S . -
61437/1, Tent .,;roy, ~D , 8, 27 ue 44 ) 
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49 . • tabulntion of tho nu: er and types of anti -
tank weapons with tho divisionsof Ponth rmy was prepared by the 
J.;rr:iy t s Senior JJnoured Of~icer on 27 _ug (G. M.D.S . - 61437/8 , 
Tenth J;rny , W.D. 8 , Appx 26 - 30 Aug, ppx 603 , 27 tu 4L,.) (Photostat 
981 8-0 . (D23~)) . t that t · , pri o:r to the arrival of the foro-
tions dispatched to stronBthon the loft wing of the J..:rmy , 76 Pz 

Corps was in possossion of th following : 

-- -
?6 Pz Corps Total Of these 

( cxcl .5 tn Div ; incl 278 Inf Div) fit for 
use 

Heavy anti-.tank guns , sclf-:propall~d 3 27 
-

Heavy anti - tank uns , trac tor - dravm 7 6 

Panther tanks (o.11 with 1 Bn 4 Pz Regt ) 33 20 

Heavy anti - tank . ns on 11R inoceros" .5 .5 
(tank chassis Mark IV) 

JiJJ. ti -tank , n 39 ( ? ) 9 2 

Panther turrets 9 4 

11.sso.ult l].l.nS (Italian) 1 7 15 

Lssault ,,uns {Gornan ) 14 ? 

-- -- ~ -

Grand Total 137 86 
I 

28 1Ug 

.50 . The viuorous pressure G ortod by the Canadians 
on the i nor win s of 71 Inf and 1 Par Divs caused the infantry 
ol n nt s of ?l Inf Div to fs.lt r . It w0 s then realized on ell 
levels that the do.ngor of an innedia-i;o brea.k- throu h v.ould be 
very groat , should ·(jho Canadian': roach tho Gr een Line sinul tan­
eouoly with tho rotToatinG Gor s a:id before subst tial reserves 
could r c ch and an t c critical orti0n f the line . The surprise 
a.chi cvcd y t e Ei ;ht: ;,my h or ·at ec1 a no st awkward si tue.tion 
for the eneuy , and a Lr 0 ut part of the day's telephone conv r ­
sations dealt ~~th t ho problen of asce ~ ~ining which units , if 
any, could be nov d up fa.st enough t;o ,~rvo as a stop gap • 

.51. ccor i 5 to Tenth · '"lY s situation nap for 28 
and 29 · ug , the Gornan f orces , then P. l'ev. niles south of the 
FoGlia r·ivor , and r a.d ually falling back to the Green Line sector 
M:>ntocchio - asteria Nuova - Bor o S Maria , were , fron left to 
ricµt : 

1 Dn 4 Pare e ·t (1 Para Div ) 
2 Dn 211 Gron ReGt (71 Inf Div ) 
1 Dn 194 Gron Re t (71 Inf Div) 

on , c.nd Just across t o boun ary \lith '6 Brit Div vas 171 Fd 
Rcpl Dn (71 Inf Div ) , (G •• D.S . - 6ltr37/19, Tenth Jirn.y , .D. 8, · 
sit LlD.ps 20- 29' Lue , sit no.p 28 nnd 29 Aug 44 ) (Photostat 98 1Al0 ~ 
(D236) ). In a telophono conversation be tween W ntzoll a.nd 
Rootticor , et 2220 hrs , it was then reported t t by tho evening 
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76 Pz Corps had f ounc it necessary to dispatch tho two reserve 
battalions of 1 Fern Div t o tho area cast of s . Angel o , in order 
t o bolster t ho weakening units of 71 Inf Div (G . M.D. s . - 61437/8 , 
Tenth J,;rny, W.D. 8 , J~px 617 , tel cons 28 Aue 44 )(Phot ostat 981AlO. 
(D205 )) . 

52 . By nidday 28 Aug M~rshal Kesselring had evidently 
chD.Il{;OO. his opinion rce;o.rdint; tho natur e of the attack (par a 46 
~bovc ) ; et 1235 hrs he s~id to Wentzell : 

••• Di o Sacho an linken Fluegel erscheint Dir doch 
GOf o.ohrlich ••• 
(Frooly, but faithfully interpreted : "I now agree 
with you thc.t t he r..attor on the coast is danger ous 11 .) 

.53 . . Sonehow durine the day a copy of Lt-Gen Sir Oliver 
Leesot s nessaga t o t he troops (C . M.H.Qo Report No , 187, para 56 ) 
had been captured by the Ger nans , and by tho end of the day the 
Gernan conno.ndors were convinced of its authenticity , wor e 
discussinc; its t ext ~d inplications , fron its distributi on lis t 
had gather ed t he conposition of l Cdn c.nd 5 Brit Corps , and had 
concluded that it woul d now be safe and appr opriate t o shift the 
r!ain wei cht of tho /i:rny to t he Adri Ptic (ibi d ). In the meantine 
Genoro.l v . Vietinshoff had r eturned from l eave , and on the 
occasion of his first conversation wi th General Horr , at 2235 hrs 
we.s tol d : 

On t he basis of the captured docU.I:lent it i s now 
certain that tho oneLJY intends to carry out a big 
push to the plains of the Po , 

.54 . The "Fina l J..pprecio.tion of t he Day 11 in t he Ma.in 
Wa:r Diary of Tenth J.:rny r ead o.s f ollows : 

No fiGhtinG of consequence at the front of 
.51 rntn Corps . Tho withdrawal movonont with the 
ob j octivo of releasing additional fornati ons 
of 334 Inf Div i s proceeding accor di ng to pl an . 

Ji.t t ho front of 76 Pz Corps the direction of 
t ho thrust and tho cnooy?s intention nr o becoming 
clearly discornibl o. By conmitting f r esh f orm-
ati ons (Canadians and Bri tish in place of t he Pole s), 
ond by superi or wciGht of aruourod and air f orn­
~tions , ho is seeking to destroy our f or neti ons for ­
wc.rd of tho Green Line , with the ob je c ti ve of then 
quickly passing throurh t~1e Green Line in the 
diraction of Ri nini . In the sector of 71 Inf Div 
the enony succeeds in breaki ng through as far as t he 
line 3 ko east of Molinello del Bosco - just east of 
S . J.ngol o , c.nd i n tho sector of 1 P'."...ra Div he breaks 
throuBh t o n point west of J..rzi lla . J..s e continuation 
of tho attacks is ox ectod a r ove.l is i ven f or 

ne Green Lino . Ono 
a ion ron z Div an one r oei nont a l e;ro up 

98 Inf :;)iv t o b o novcd up hurri edly to f orn a 
Cor ps r eserve . Furthormor e , three addi tional Fl ak 
battal i ons to bo novod up to t he Corps f or def once 
aGe.i nst the constant nir nt te.cks . 

(G. M.n .s . - 614:?7/l , Tenth Army , w.n . 8, 28 Aug 44) 
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55 . The nest i nportont orders of the day a r e bei ng 
rotaincd in photostatic form : 

981Al0 . (D23? ) O.B.SV to Tenth /;;rmy 204.5 hrs 

~ y authorized to withdraw ?l Inf Div 
o.nd 1 Pa.re. Div to Green Line . 

Jccelorntcd concentration of 26 Pz Div 
noe..r Cesena. 

l Bn 9 Pz Gren Regt , 1 Bn 6? Pz Gren Regt , 
1 Bn 93 .b:rty Re t (all of 26 Pz Div) to be 
te~porarily under comr:::.e.nd of ?6 Pz Corps 
for cornnitnent at front . 

(G.M.n.s. - 61437/8, Tenth .ti:rny, w.D.8, 
28 Jlug 44 ) 

px 26- 31 Aug , APPX 618, 

98 i.10 . (D238) 

981/J.O. (D239 ) 

981 W.. O. (D240 ) 

Tenth ny to 76 z Corps 211 0 hrs 

ithdrawul Order . Green Line to be defended 
to last nan . 

(Ibid , Appx 621 ) -
Tenth Jirny to 76 Pz Corps and Corps Witthoeft 
1350 hrs 

Reinforced 290 Gren Regt (98 Inf Div) to 
roach positions in Green Line during night 
29/30 :ug . 

Tontb. ;rny to 76 Pz Corps 

{Ibid , 

2030 hrs 

px 597) 

~ ploynent of elo .ents 26 Pz Div tenporarily 
under co wd . 

(~, ppx 620) 

56 . On 28 Aug the cor:n::'.lnn.d r of Fourteenth Army advised 
Kosse lrinb of the i ncreasi nG enony preparations for an attack 
on both sides of Florence . Ho pointed out that none of the 
divisions at tho front were nochanized , end that a withdrawal 
nov nent in ord r t o be successful would therefore have to be 
carried out before e o pressure dovelope • In view of this , 
an of the situation on the ;driatic coast , Arny Group now gave 
orders for Fourteenth /Jny to fall back to the Green Line in 
sevcra.l planned novenents o Fourteenth Ju:oy deci ded to fall back 
to the Hans i (interncdiat0 ) Line durinb the night 30/31 AUG 
(G . M .~ . s . - 62241/1, Fourteenth J~my, W.D. 4, 28 fUG 44} . 
Kossclrin t s fornal rdcr to both b.rnies for the adual wi th-
drawal to t o Groen Linc was issued at 0030 hrs 29 ug . 
photostatic copy and a translation of the ocunent uppee.r as 
.J\ppendi x 11Gn to this r eport (G •• D . S . - 62241/5 , Fourteonth 
Arny, l . D. 4 f px i7..:-;o iiuc , Folio 048b , 29 ; ·uf; 44) (Photostat 
981JJ.0 . ( D241 J ) • 

29 Aug 

57 . On this day the retreatinb divisions of 76 Pz 
Corps crossed tho FoGlia Rive • In connection with the deveLop­
nents in this area , the 11Finul J ppreoio.tion of the Day 11 in the 

nin -War Diary of Tenth /Joy contained the following ronnrk : 
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Tho withdrawal of 76 Pz Corps to the Green Line 
hc.s been carried out . D sp i to sharp engagements 
with the hotly pursuinG ~neny it was possible to 
suvo all heavy weapons . The coning day will be 
an excepti onally crave one for the reason that 
in spite of all acceleration the approaching 
r eserves cannot becono effective before 30 ~ug . 

Durin0 the l est f ew days our · nefi elds forward 
of the Green Line - no doubt betrayed by agants -
have bee s sta atice.lly and off actively 
destroyed by successive wo.vos of eneey bonbers . 

(G . • .s . - 61 37 /1 , Tenth J.;r , ! . D . 8 , 29 u g 44) 

.5 • Tenth ireyt s final situetion report for the day-
was iesuod at about nidni~_;ht 29/30 u :, • ·.t that tine the 
appr oe chinG reserves were reported i the followi ereas : 

26 ·pz Div 

l Bn 9 Pz Gren ReGt 

1 Bn 67 Pz Gren Regt 
1 Bn 93 Pz trty Rogt 

2 Bn 67 Pz Gren ReGt 

Elenents of Tk Bn 
3 Coy En ;r Bn 

Div H. Q. 

east of S . M. del M:>nte 

3 kn nor th- west of S .M. del 
Monte 

on aarch to s . M. dol Monte 

s:>uth- east of Cesena 

Roncofreddo 

Dalanco of Division to r each the area 
of Cesena during ni ht 29/30 Aug 

98 Inf Div 

Battl e Group 290 Gren ReGt between Eb0 Gio Berni 
an Vericchio {on rch to Saludeccio) 

(G •• n.s . - 61437/ 8, Tenth J>ny, ·1.n . O, J px 26- 31 Aut; , 1.ppx 
641 1 TnGesneldun J 29 · 44 ) (Photostat 9 18.0. (D209)) 

59 . Tine c.nd space of course were elen nts hich 
coul not bo ovorconc by nere orders an co s , and during 
tho whole o.y General 'fentzoll had nisGivin5s and feared that 
too little ~oul~ cone too late . Tine ruid again in lon t elephone 
conversatio s ho sought to entic J..:rny Group to nave nore f orces 
to t c critical sector and to take a chence further up the coast 
whore probably nothing was boi - to heppen . But the experience 
at t ho Gari - iano front with tho subsequent e barrassnent a.t 
..nzio had not b con for ..,ott n {Hist S c Report o . 20, para 21) ; 
tho /:Joy Group wus unwilling to ~ 1 , d no furt er o '"'Sures 
woro tc.kcn on t at e.y . The s te.r;o was sot ; soon me oppo sin 
forces woul eet hea - on , an the outco "'e of the battl e DiGht 
well ccido the f'urther course of the ce.npci in Italy. 

Tho Gothic Line (Green Line I) 

60 . The -one ral l ocation anc. the nilitary significance 
of the Gothic Ll..ne have been an~ly described in J..llied narratives 
and noed not bo r evi ewed i n this report . In lied literature 
tho torn Gothic Lin has frequently boen used in a dual sense , 
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f irs tly t o descr i be one spe cific l ino of the whol e s ys tem of 
Gor na.n dof onc os on t ho height of t ho Apenni nes and , s econd l y , for 
the whole compl ex of these defences. The SJ;>eoific line was the 
Gothic Lino proper , the Gornan in Defonce Line extendinG f r om 
?esaro alonG tho hoi -hts of tho north bank of the Foglia River an 
thence across the pcninsule to the Tyrrhenian Sea at a point 4 kn 
sou th- o.st of rin,.... di Carro.re. . The Ger none for thi s 
nrticulfil' lino at tho tine of tho br aching was : Gr een Line I. 

(For Groen Lino I I ,.... i.oini position seo paras 90 and 119 bel ow . , 

61. To tho Gornans tho Gothic defences wor e lmown 
by a succession of nfillOS . Prior to 2.5 J r 4·~· they wor e lmovm a s 
tho 11 J ponnino Posi t i on 11 , from 2.5 Apr to 1 .5 J un as tho "Gothic 
Pcsitionu , nftor 16 Jun as tho ''Groen Line" ( sec Hist Soc Repor t 

o . 20 , o.ra 62f ). ~ ~rk on the efencc positions pro ssed , 
the oriuina.l a trcction of a lino as a last barrier e.inst 
p netrution of the Lonbnrd l ain fron tho Sout h us replaced by 
the reality of u systc of defences in do~th , en the individual 
.ua.jor ·positi ons were then · van the nanos referred to i n para 60 
above . 

62. The first or der to authorit i es b elow the highest 
pl anning l ev l s in conne ction with the creation of a d ef ence line 
i n the /.:p nnin regi ons was apparentl y dispatched by tho German 
High Comrnr•nd to J.:rmy Group "B 11 on 27 Jul 43 in a list of tasks 
which included tho item: 

••• R connoi tring and prepo.r tions for the 
dcv lopm nt and occupntion of the ·ponnine 
position . 
( 981SOM. (D79F ) 1 "The I t alian Campai gn", ~ 
~. Chap 4, P• 14 } 

/.,ccording t o tho so.m source thi work at the.t time was b oing 
c~riod out by H. • 51 kftn Corps (~) . 

63 . /hen a.rmy Group "B" {Rommel ' s Headquarters ) was 
moved to Franco lato in Novo bar 1943 , Mn.rshnl Kesselring , on 
21 Nov 43 , assumed control of the whole Germnn sphere in the 
Itali an thoutro of war (H. S . Report No . 18 , par a 105 ) and ther e­
b y boca.m.o r esponsib l e for t he further developmen t of t he APennine 
dof oncos . Not a gr eat deal was done i n thi s r espec t until af ter 
tho l anding at J.nzio, when Fourteenth ~my was moved to the front , 
and 1..rmoogrupp v . Zo.ngcm as oroa.t d for the pu rpose of guarding 
tho Itnl i an coast north of the li o Cecina - Porto Recanati. On 
24 Jan 44 Kesselring dir octed J..rmcogruppc v • Zang on : 

To carry on with tho utmost energy the con­
struction work on the Jponnino position and 
on tho coastal fronts . 

(H.s . Roport No. 20, par a 25 ) 

64. Retarded by di fficult i es of procurement and handi-
c~pp d by otb r factors , c onstruc ti on work procoeded i n som what 
l eisurely fashion until 2 Jun 44 , when the breaching of the 
Caesar Lino nnd the imminent fall of Rome impell d the German 
High Conm:.o.nd to issue a. comprehansiv o order for the acceler ated 
dcv6lopmcnt of the Gothic Linc (H . S . Report No . 24 , paras 27 -
30 ). In Gorman r ·cords this order was frequently rofor rod to as 
11Tho Gothi c Ordor 11 • 1 .. photostntio copy o.nd o. tro.ns l ntion of thi s 
documont huvo appoarod s J.,ppendix "Eu to H.S. Report No . 24. 
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65 . Kesselringts order for tho reconnoitring end 
propnrntion of a second lino (Groen Line II) about 15 - 20 km 
behind Groen Lino I , wus i s sued on 3 Jul 44 (G . M.D.S. - 61438/6 , 
Tenth J..;rmy, W .D .8, fJ>PX vol 280, Green Line , Misc Docs) (Photostat 
9811..10. (D242) ) . The l ast general order of 0 .B .SW i:n. connection 
with work on the Gothic dofonces was issued on 11 /Lug 44 : 

Vierk on the Green Line - including the depth 
of tho position - must be furthered i n such 
a manner as to make t he position fully r eady 
for occupancy ns 01' 1 Sop 44 . Whother the 
lino will be occupied before or after 1 Sop 
depends on t ho situation. O. B. SW. 

(Ibid t Ops .5.593/94 , 11 JLug 44 )(Photostat 9811..lO. 
(ITroJ) 

66. Tho scope of t he v..ork done by 28 hUg 44 in Tenth 
J.:rmy' s portion of the Gothic dcfonces was shown in a r epor t to 
O.B.SW on 3 Sop 44 (G . M.D.S. - 61438/6 , Tenth llXmy, VT .D. 8 , vol 
28f of /i.ppx , Green Lino , Misc Docs , i tom dated 3 Sep 44 ) (Photo­
stat 981Al0 . (D248)) . Ji.ccording to tbi s document t he s i tuation 
i n this respect was as follows : 

Under 
Typo of I nstnllation Completed Constr Projected 

Nests of Resistanc e 10 2 
Machine Gun Positions 2, 375 272 89 
Circular Emplacarnonts f or M.G. 73- ·3 
/.:rmourod Mo.chino Gun Nests 16 
Tank Gun Turrets (1 & 2 om guns) 18 1.5 13 
Panther Turrets 4 18 7 
Itc.linn Ta.nks in Fixed Positions 8 
i i. tk Gun, llartar & J..sl t Gun 

Positions 479 131 4.5 
Shelters 2, 267 706 167 
Shelters , Minod 90 26 2 
Ccvos 27 21 ... 
110 . T. " St col Shelters 22 
Infuntry Observation Fonts 153 40 8 
Smnll Dugouts and Shel ters 
Connocting Trenches (metr os ) 

1 , 201 
1 , 253 

11.5 31 

J.rtillory Obsorvction Posts 
wi. th Shel tor 166 12 4 

J.:rtillory Posit i ons 119 5 
Shelters for Crows or /'1!ll?luni ti on 

in above 119 20 
A tk Ditches (aotros) 8 , 944 
A tk ~!all (metros ) 160 
Numbor of "T" Mi.nos l aid 72 , 517 
Miscellaneous Obstacles 2 
Proparo1 Positi ons for Bazookas 2 
Nunbor of 118 II rt.lines l ai d 23 , 172 
\"Tiro Obstacles (metres ) 114, 170 13 , 570 27 , 200 
Trip Wire Enganglc.rn.ents (oetres} 3 , 200 
Rifl emcnt s Positions 

(Trees & Branches) 16 , 006 
Defensive Flrunc- throwors 9 
Roads Constr ucted (m.otres ) .53 , 209 2, 500 

(Ibid) -
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67 . In connection with the Groen Line , photostatic 
copies of tho f ollowing German documents are.being retained: 

98UZ. (D37 ) (Introduced in H. S. Repor.t No . 24, para 27) 

Jirmeegruppo v . Zangen 7 May 44 
Construction Sectors of GOthic Line from 
Adriatic to Tyrrhcnian See 

(G. M.D. S . - 64839/8 , W.D • .Armeegruppe v . 
Zangen) 

981AJ.O.(D244 ) Tenth /i:rmy August 1944 

Final course of Green Linea I and II i n ar ea 
of Tenth /IJ:my (traced on British map 
1 :100 1 000 by Cartographic Sub-Section DHS) 

(G. M. n .s . - 61438/5 , Tenth Army, W.D. 8 , vol 
280 of hPPX , Green Line , Misc Docs) 

981AlO.(D245) Fourtoonth Arr"JY August 1944 

Successive Defence Ll.nos from Heinrich (i..rnc ) 
Linc to Green Lino in a r ea of Fourteenth 
Ji:roy 

(G. M.n . s . - 62241/3 , Fourteenth Army, w.n . 4, 
sit n:i.ps , trace from Gor.mnn master me.p ) 

981AlO.(D246) To~th J.rny 2 Jul 44 

Groen Line I - J .. drio.tic Sector (Trace 
1 : 2501 000 ) J..nti - tunk Installations, Tank Gun 
Turrets and J.rmourod M~chine Gun Nests (com­
pl et ed , under construction and projected ) as 
at 2 Jul 44 

(G. M.n .s . - 61438/5 , Tonth J..rmy, w.D. 8 , vol 
28e of nppx, Green Linc , Misc Docs , item 17 ) 

981A.lO. (D247) Headquarters Gen of Engr Bessel 4 Aug 44 

Loc ~.tion of Panther Turrets , Tc:nk Gun ( 2 cm ) 
TUrrets and Circular Machine Gun Emplacomen\8 
i n a.rec of Tenth !:rm:y (Tr ace 1 : 100 , 000) 

(G. M.D. [ . - 61438/6 , Tenth f.:rny , w.n .8 , vol 
28 of .11,ppx , Gr oon Lino , Misc Docs , 4 hug 44 ) 

68 . ht the t i me of the actual fighti ng t here , tho Greon 
Line on tho north shore of the Foglia river proved to be l oss 
far midab l o than had boon anticipated. J~art fro~ and in addi ~ion 
to tho fruits derived from t ho br avery and superior mor ale of tho 
mon of Eighth J...:rmy , this situation wo.s a product of the tactical 
surprise achiovod and of tho devastating bonbardments of the Dine-

. fields and proparod defences from the air . To tho fighting troops . tho r cl o.ti voly easy broach:i.ng of tho Gorman Main Defence Lino 
however meant raer oly that what had beon expected to be nn att~ck 
on a. bitterly dofondou lino , would now turn into an equally bitter 
crooping ba ttle ovor o.n urea twenty ld.lonctros in depth, in a 
series of operations wllich in tho o.v;roge.to ni~t well be co.llod 
th0 "Bat tlo of Rinini 11 • 
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The Broo.kthrougl1 (30 Aug - 1 Sop ) 

30 Aug 

69 . Tho l ocation of tho approaching German r eserves at 
midnight 29 /30 Aue was sha.vn in para 58 above . By the morning of 
30 Aug the battalions which had been ec.rmurked for immediate 
comutnont ho.d r ~o.ched the front . In succession fron tho right , 
1 Bn 9 Pz Gron Rogt wa.s at Belvedere , next was 2 Bn 67 Pz Gren 
Rcgt*, then 1 Bn 67 Pz Gren Rogt astride Montoochio and to the 
divisional boundary e. few hundred yards cast of tho.t locality. Frol! 
the divisional boundary to asteria Nuovo and at Bargo s . MD.ria 
tho Canadian units faced 1 and 2 Ens 4 Para Rogt . (G. M.D.S . -
61437/20, Tenth J.::rns, W.D. 8 sit maps 3o·Aug - 8 Sep, sit map 30 
and 31 1 .. ug 44 ) (Photostat 9~ 1Al.O . (D249) ) • The sec ti on of this map 
showing the dispositions of 76 Pz Corps appears in photostatic 
forn a.s Appendix 11H 11 to this rep art . 

?O, On t ho occasion of the norning report Wentzell told 
Roettiger that 26 Pz Div wns now in conr;iand of the sector adjoin­
ing l Paro. Div (G. ALD .S . - 61437/8 , Tenth Arny , W.D. 8 t lu>PX 26- 31 
.. ug , .Appx 663 , tel cons 30 Aug 44) (Photostat 9811.io . D205 )) . 
During the norning nothing alc.rmng had occurred at the front , and 
the Chi efs of Staff expressed satisfaction over this gain of tirae . 
It wns hoped that o. breakthrough rright be prevented just as had been 
done in tho initial defence operations at Cassino . Wentzell 
neverthel ess felt i ncreasingly certain that n gonercl offensive 
in the direction of Rinini was inponding , and ho continued his 
telophonic canpaign for moro r 1..1sorv0s at tho cost of accepting a 
risk further up tho coast . Ho argued t hat tho currant deve l opments 
in tho J .. driatic sector v.ould , during the next two weeks , he.ve o. 
decisive influence on the whole course of the It1lian co.mpeign, 
and that f orces hero , there and everywhere constituted n dispersion 
at a ti~o whan concentration of forces was indicated . He was not 
very successful in this quest however , and Roettiger stated 
r epeQtedly that tho Jrrny Group was unable to accept the risk 
suggostod (ibid) • 

. -
71, During the latter part of the day it was l earned 
that 2 Pol Corps, l Cdn Corps c.nd .5 Brit Corps wer e nibbling at 
the Mo.in Defence Line and werv obviously in a nood to push ahead . 
1.t 2305 hrs Wentzell t old Roettiger that i t did not yet l ook like 
a set-pi oco attack ; but just as the Germans would do under similar 
circunstnncos , the orders given wer o apparently to follow up or 
get sot for nn attack according to the resistance encounter ed . 
Roettigcr in reply could onl y say that he hoped 29 Pz Gren Div woul d 
bo available i n the roar aroa of 76 Pz Corps by 4 Sep (ibid). . -
72. In connection with the developraents on tho hdriatic 
wing of tho JJ:ny Group , Fourtoonth /;;rmy on 30 Aug rooeivod orders 
to spood up tho disongagc03nt of 29 Pz Gron Di v irrospcctive of \ 
the be l uted arri vnl of 334 Inf Div, c.nd to transfer 20 G.: .... F . Div 
to tho hdriatic coo.stol zone es an Ji:roy Group reserve , tho advance 
ol cnonts to depart in the evening of 31 Aug irrespect ive of the 
tino of nrrivnl of tho roliovinG fornations of 42 Jg Div fron the 
area of the Ligurion J..rny , ' 

(G. M. n .s . - 622t,.l/l , Fourteenth J..rny , H.D. 4 , 30 1~ug 44 ) 

a This bnttalion participa ted in tho d of enco of Montecchio on 
31 J .. ug (sva para. 74 bel ow). 
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'73. On 3 0 Aug the b i g :pl anning conf'erence (para 38 
abovo) in connection with a possible withdrawal behind the River 
Po .was hold at tho headquarters of Tenth li:rmy. All bridges across 
tho Po ho.d been destroyed by Allied air attacks, and the crossing 
of tho river with lnrge forces under worsening circumstances would 
I'equire careful planning. The b sic plan for a timed programme f or 
this operation, aptly called "Ji.utu:mn Fog" (Herbstnebel), was pre­
served by Tenth J..r'{JY end is being r etained in photostatic form 
(981/J.O .(D,10)).(G. M.D.S • .:. 614:?7/8, Tenth f;rm.y , w.n.8, .AJ?pX 26-31 

J· .. u , J.. JPX 662, 30 Ja..ug 44). 

31 J~ug 

74. The successful ponotrotion of the Gothic Line 
(Green Lino I) on this day by the divisions of the Eighth /Jmy 
created a highly critical. situation ; caused alarm and consternation 
:u:iongst the J;(illking Gorman officers , and forced Jrrmy Group to a 
belated revision of its reserved attitude regarding the bringing · 
up of all poss ible reserves within its grasp. The description of 
the dayts tactical developnent s is boing quoted below fron the Main 
for Diary of Te.nth JU-:my: 

31 Aug 44 Tactical Situation: 

,51 Mtn C?rps : 

Following the planned withdrawals only artillery 
and patrol activity. own artillery harasses 
eneny tank and vehicle traffic. 

76 Pz Corps: 

.Attar carrying out an extremely strong con­
contrc.tion of his forces at the front of 71 
Inf Div , 26 Pz Div and 1 Para Div, the enanu 
undertakes n new large - scale a ttack. D~spite 

the mo.ssGd commi tmm t by the enEf?ly of tenki 
fi6htcr -bonber and bonber formations , our own 
division suocod in preventing the breakthrough 
to Ricciono' 

In de tail: In tho sootor of 278 Inf Div an 
nttooptod one=.iy breakthrough is halted 1 km 
south of' Picvo di Cagno. by the fire of our 
own artillery o.nd heevy infantry weapons . 

fl Inf lJivi which has been engaged in heaTy 
i ghting for tho l ast t en days, succeda in 

haltin . tho atto.ck of on w coy di vision. 
~tor ropu1si sovoral, for the encoy vory 

costiy attc.cks on nto Calvo , with air , 
artillery !t.Ild tank support , tho locality is 
c.i van up :::i.nd tho ooony , who ie advancing 
to tho East , is stopp u in the depth of tho 
'"'in battle line . /Lpart f ror::i the pene tration 
~or. o.._.. tho pr evious day at Belvedere, the 
...:no elso advanc s northwards at the joint 
· otwoen 26 Pz Div end l Para Div . Ono 
battalion was oncircl od at Belvedere after 
figl tin off sevur al a ttacks. After having 
07.:_pou ~od all t h12.ir amnunit ion, ala nt s of 
this battalion succedod in na.king t ei r way 
uack to our own lines~ The enecy , who ten­
poraril ponotrntod Mondaine , was forced b a ck 
by 0.11 i ,1c.:dic t o count r-attack. 
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26 Pz Div : This division too , which was rushed 
to the aTea only a few days ago, stands today 
at the focal point of the fighting, and succeeds 
in hard fighting in stemming the enemy advance 
on both its wings . After several night attacks 
the enemy succeds in advancing to height 231 
( 2 • .5 ko E Mondaine ) • The hei ght is re te..ken in 
r. countor - attack but lost again in the morning 
hours after fierce fighting. On the other hand 
it was possible to seal off the penetration on 
the l eft neighbour t s front and thus prevent the 
necessity of a withdrawal there to the Northeast . 
!JJ. additional anomy attack ~hortly before 1600 
hours at il Cereto (3 km ESE M:>ndaino ) is · hal ted 
by artillery fire . Also at M:>ntecchio tho eneny 
attacks in the afternoon with strong a rnoured 
fornations . 2 Bn 67 Pz Gron Rogt at fir st r:inkcs 
good progress in a counter - attack, but later is 
toroed back tq the North by superior force . 

l Po.ra Div: The enet:JY, who has 1:18.de a break- in 
at Montecchio w1 th about 100 tanks , is l unging 
into the deep flank of 4 Para Regt . After some 
single tanks , which havo advanced farther north , 
have boon disabled by our fire! the ener;w veers 
off in a south-easterly direct on. At tho sane 
timo the onomy ·is attacking with about 40 tanks at 
Bergo s. Mo.ria . He ' obtll.ins a penetration of l kD 
depth. The fighting in the eastern pext of Posaro 
continues during the who le day. The nain battle 
line is under fire frol>l 1 0 eneny naval uni ts on tho 
height of Pesaro . 

(G .~~,v , .:.~ - ~li;·J 'l/1.1 11.'snth Army, •.1.n . 8., 31 Aug 44~ 

75 . The true significance of the dry words in the tactical 
report wo.s uf course that the Canadian Corps had penotratod deeply 
into tho Gcruan nain defence line . Tho synopsis of the dayt s 
telcphon0 convm-sati ons in Tenth i...rnyt s f.Jain Wax Diary opened with 
tho s tatorent : 

Discussion of the situation on the l eft wing of the 
Ji:roy (the eno.cy is in the Green Line ) • Til:le end 
nGain tho situation is boing descri&ecl as very grave , 
ns i rmodinto connitnont of reserves which have just 
arrived nnkes it barely possible to seal off the enerw 
penetrations . J.ll reserves (el enents of 98 Inf and 26 
Pz Div) are brought f orward , and the artillery is 
shcrply concentrated. In th0 afternoon the JJr:.iy requests 
fron J..:ro.y Group tho retention raid concentration in the 
area of Cesena of 100 Mtn .Tg Regt (the regioent of .5 
Mtn Div still in tho t;rmy e.roa). 'The JUXlY Group 
consents . Ji••• 

(Ib i d ) -
76. ~he retention of 100 Mtn Jg Regt in the Cesena area 
nude it possib l e to cancel the exchange of 71 I nf Div for 98 Inf 
Div. 71 Inf Div (loss 211 Gren Rogt , which had already been 
r elieved ) r emained at. the front.. During the day 98 Inf Div was 
pl cced under the cooound of 76 Pz Corps , and in its place Corps 
a A good deal of intere sting do tail r egarding the dayt s events 

and decisions appear in the r ecord of telephone conversati ons 
(28 PUBOB) . (G. M.D. S . - 61437/8 , Tenth J..:rmy, W.D.8 , APPX 26- 31 
hug , J~px 686 , tel cons 31 hUg 44 ) (Photostat 98L\lO .(D205)~ 
On this day, f or instance, Heidrich , who had be.en vainly sought 
by JJny Group , was reached on the t el ephone in Dresden by 
Wontzoll and apparently condosconded to promise his immediate 
r oturn to hjs t~r.nn~-
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Witthoeft was assigned 1 00 Mtn J"g Regt and 211 Gren Regt (~) . 
J .. ccording t o the daily situation r eport of the J,,;r:oy , 290 Gren 
Regt was placed under connund of 71 Inf Div on arriva l a t the 
front ; 9 Pz Gron Regt (less 1 Bn already coI!lI:litted ), 26 Pz Reece 
Bn, 2 und 3 Bn 93 Pz J'!Xty Regt , and the mass of 93 Engr Bn r eached 
their Di vision durins the day. (l~t 15,50 hrs Wentzell told 
Kesselring that 26 Pz Div w~s coopl ete : ~cit , tol cons) . Also 
during this day 1 Bn 4 Pz Rcgt (proviousIY in Corps r es erve) was 
placed under CO:r:n:l!Uld of 1 ?nra Div (G . M.D.S . - 61437/8 , Tenth 
J..rLiy, W.D.8 , Appx 26- 31 Aug , Appx 683, sit r ep 31 i~ug 44 ) (Photo­
stat 981Al0.(D209)) . 

77 . Fourteenth J,,;r:n y , which during tho nieht 30/31 
J .. ug had withdrawn to the Hansi Line , r ecei vod orders to continue 
its withdrawal during the following night . The Mn.in Viar Diary 
of tho Ji:rny bears the following entry: 

During ni ght 31 Aug/l Sop tho Arny withdraws t o 
the Green Linc forcfield - Enoa Linc . This novo­
mcnt t o be carried out oven in the absence of 
eneny pressure in order t o disengage 29 Pz Gron 
Div . 

J"t 1200 hrs 31 Aug Ro ettigor had t e lephoned Fourt eenth Arny to 
acceler ate the disengagement of 29 Pz Gren Div in view of the 
thr oo.t oning situation arising a t th e front of tho ne ighbouring 
Ji:r:ny (G . M.D. S. - 62241/1, Fourteenth J,,;rny, Vl . D. 4 , ' l Ja.ug 44) . 

78 . General v . Viotinehoff spent nost of the day at 
tho .headquarters of 76 Pz Corps , 71 Inf Div , 26 Pz Div and l Para 
Div . According t o his notes the Corps Connand er had stated tho 
r easons f or tho quick enemy ponotrutions in tho f ollo'Wi.ng ordor : 

( 0.) 
(b) 
(c) 
( d ) 
( e ) 

(f) 

26 Pz Div not yet acqucinted with its positions . 
Nunerical weakness of 71 Inf Div. 
Grout eneny superiority in artillery o.nd aircro.ft . 
Strength of oncny a rnourod f orces . 
Po.rtial destruction of minofio l ds by onony 

bonb ors . 
.tJ..lcgod failure of mines to de t onate . 

l a. noto r egarding the ?o.nther turrets i n the sector of 1 Paro. Div 
indicates that s one r eceived their first supply of OIJDunition 
during night 30/31 Aug , o.nd that others had not been cooplcted 
at that time . The i..rm.y Comr::tunderts notes on this visit o.re being 
retainod in photostQtic f on (ibid , Appx 685) (Photostat 981Al O. 
(D2.50)) . 

1 Sop 

79 . During tho night 31 Aug/l Sep , and all do.y on 1 
Sep , the Canadi an units worked and f ought their wo.y f orward and 
finally en.or ged a t tho far side of tho Gothic Lino (Green Line I) . 
In c ontrast to tho bland end polished t orninol ogy of tho Hain Viar 
uiary , the do.yt s telephone conversations wer e studded with ex­
pr essions of disna.y and bitter di sappointnent over the quick loss 
of tho prepirod line ; the next bast thing now would be to wi thdraw 
quickly and to organize tho div is i ons a.nd now r eserves f or a !!lore 
effective stand in a shorter line further north (G. M.D.S. -
61437/9 ; Tenth J,,;roy, W.D. 8 , J,_ppx 1-3 Sop , fl.ppx 706 , tel cons l 
Sep 44) . Mo.rshal Kesselri ng spent part of t he dcy o.t th e he o.d­
quo.rtors of Tent h J~ny. J .. ppo.rcntly he o.dnittod having r eact ed too 
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slowly to tho developing throat {soo 
enxious t o truce ovory ,ossibl e step t 
tho noxt l i e suitable for cfenc o . 

~ra 81 bel ow) and was nost 
halt t o Ei ghth J..rny a t 

Bo. Tho tactic a l ovclopnonts nt t ho foc al points of 
tho fiGhtinG were roflo cto~ in tho .in Wo:r Diary of Tenth .:rm.y 
by tho followin ontri s : 

81 . 
tho words : 

26 Pz Div : ~ 1300 hrs the onony bo5 i ns his a tta ck, 
with tho foc a l po i nts on both s i cs of tho road f ork 
3 kn cc.st of .r. Gri· olfo ...,nd on • ronc . . ~ ith very 
str ong artillery sup ort , e co · · ttinG ound- nttack 
aircraft , at about 1~00 nxs ho suc coe s i n p n trating 
tho D!l.i n lino of r e ist nnc o a t tho r oad junction r e ­
ferr ed to , it nbout .50 tanks . But tho c. vanco is 
brou t to a halt , wi t h ci ~ c~c tc.nks put out of 
acti on . ~t tLc S" o L;L .... 0 , hc·.rovcr , vhc .:meuy succeeds 
in surr 6unL i n0 1· • i.Inrronc by an nvolopinG tta ck fro.ti 
the Northeast , and in wipi n · out t ho defenders after 
several ours of f i ti • 

I..t c.ppr oximtely 1.5 00 hrs the oncny c.dvo.ncos afr esh 
fron th~ penetr at i on eron oast of • Gri dolfo . By 
strone defensive a c tion , offcc tiv ly supporte by 
our artiller y , t c att ck is ~~nin brouE;ht to a alt , 
and b y a local •Ti th c. , the cnooyt s pl ans fer en-
velopment ere defcatoc . Furth r pr ssure against tho 
l oft divisional flQnk i s successfully c ounter ed by 
our artillery. 

1 ?a.re. Div : Dur"nc tho oc..rl norni tho enorv con­
t1nuvs his atte.cks fron tho ponctr~tion ar ea , supported 
by tonks and ir f orrotions conb ined with rtillory 
fir , t o f ocal point oin~ ~t T...,vullio~ , and Piovo (3 
kn northeast thereof) . H av fi~ tine cv lops f or 
Tavullio in particula r .. J't cr fierce fiGf1. tin and o.1-
nost conplotc rumihilution of thu Garrison , th hei ght 
1 • .5 kn to th E st hcc to be 0bc.n~onc • The fi crc ncss 
of th fi till{; is s by t f c.c t that i the sector 
of 4 Pera RoGt alone , 30 te ~cro destroyed OllQ fivo 
nor e put out of ncti0n by cunfi rc . . 

(G •• D.S . - 61~3?/l , Tenth u-my , W. D. 8 , ll Sep 44 ) 

The ''Fi nal 1 pr oci ntion of th Day" boeen with 

Tho hX conti ues to b c ncc::rnc bout the 
devel opncnt on tho J,,_ i n.tic (Tho Fi eld arshal 
aCnits t hat ho r cogni zvd tho 11 contro of gravity" 
dov elopi n har e t oo l a t e ) . Tho o ay hes not 
nchiovoG. any ne..jor broakthrou~ , ut !'1 - orato 
with nwal novcrnn t on the ..r:iy' s l C;f t dn cannot 
b o avoi ded . Losses in un anc nnti - tnnk weapons 
arc nakinc tho sclv s felt •••• 

Fron e to l ophone conver sation bet oon cntzoll urrl Ro tti er at 

ii Tavullio end To ba C:i Posaro 1I' on end the sane locality. 
1W.li d nc.ps sho / To c. di csc:i.ro , G.... n r-..ps Tc.vullio , a 
nano which i s l ocally used at the present tine (9 03 . 003(D2) , 
I te.ly , Topo No t es , p . 21 ). Gc r nc.n r e cords show nisspollings 
in t ho f orn of Tavullo d T v llo . 
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1325 hrs it appeors that in the oorning it hen he was at the head­
quarters of Tenth JiJ:my, Marshal Ke so:ieJ.ring had changed his nind 
regarding the employnont of 100 Mtn Jg Regt (.5 Mtn Div), and in­
stead of leaving it with Corps Witthoeft had decided to connnit the 
three battalions as quickly a.s possibloo .lit the sru::ie tine it was 
also dectded to .rove 85 Reece Bn (5 n Div) o.nd 1 En 9.5 A;rty Regt 
(5 n Div) fronthe Cesena area to the South for coI!Jilitnent UDier 
the comnond of 76 Pz Corps. Wentzell renarked that all the Army's 
transport was engaged in bringing forward to Green Line II the 
two last regioents of 98 Inf Div, and tho.t the elcnents froI1 .5 Mtn 
Div would cone too:late fCir' intervention in the current fighting 
(o cit, tel cons)c Durin6 the day Fourteenth £X r·eceived orders 
to rU"Sli one battalion (1.5 en snoke-she ll nortars) of 56 Proj Regt 
to Tenth J .. rmy; and Forli was now desie;na. ted as the concentration 
area or 29 Pz Gren Div~ {G.M.D.S ~ 62241/1~ Fourteenth J.,;rrJY, 
w.D.4', 1 Sep 44) 

'Exploitation to the Conca River (2 SeiLJ 

2 Sep 

82. Authority to withdrew the left wing of ' Tenth A>DY -
if unavoidable - to the line: Foglia River 3 kn west-south-west 
of Audi tore - Calfa.bbro { 700 tl north,..n<Y~~t.h-e o.st of Tavoleto) -
west of Monte Maggiore - east of Marciano - 2kn west of Cattolic~, 
had been given by O.BeSW in an operation•order ispatched at 0350 
hrs 2 Sep (G.M.D.S. - 61437/9, Tenth Ii ·ny-, .D. 8 ppx 1-3 Sep, 
A,ppx 723, 2 Sep 44) (Photostat and Translation 9 1Al0.(D253)). · 
The advance during the day of the Cc.madi an spearheads to Grad'ara, 
Fanano and San Giovanni treed 1 Pa.a Div to withdraw quickly · 
from the coastal area between the Fogli and Conca. rivers • 
.i\.ecordinr; to the Main War Diary of Tenth J,;rny the left wing of 
26 Pz Div at l?OO hrs obtained a defensive success a ainst one 
battalion o.li.d 30 tonks at about 105 kn south-west of s. o.ria 
Pietratitta.. But the entry continues: 

1 Para. Div: Since early norn.ing t e enemf continues 
his armour'ed a t tacks ·th great ir.ipetus on the general 
axis of Cattolica... As a " esult of the self-sacrificing 
defence Of the st~on oints S . ~!e Pietrafitta, s. 
Giovanni 0 Tavollo=.,. and Grndara the ene.r.:y broukthrough 
is at first prevented. D~fenslve operations are con­
tinued until 3 and 1 Para Re ts ' ·(less H. Q, . 1 Bn 1 Pora 
Regt and elernnts of one con n.ny 'fron this r cgitlent) 
have nade good their ti thdra ml to the North • . The nass 
of the artillery and o .... thG nortar battalion succeeds in 
reaching the new sector, but due to their immobility, 
a number of anti -tank guns and heavy ant i-aircraft guns 
were losto 

tG.ll.D.S. - 6143? /l.t; 'f th A:r " W .D. 8, 2 Sep 44) 

The Tinal appreciation of the Day" in the same source reads: 

On the third day of the great offensive, British 
Eighth A;roy tries to force a q_uick breakthrough 
to Cattolica with a stron spearhoad , and to cut 
9ff 76 Pz Corpst lef't wing" Despite heavy · oor:mct..t:-. 
merit ~t-...manpower and riaterie l the 6nemv is foiled 
1n this respect by the etU ~:en · resistance of the 

§ Sae footnote to para Bo aboven ··. 
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strongpoint garrisons , above all in the sector of 
1 ·Paro. Div and by tho excellent cooperation of all 
arns . Tho cnany suffers heavy l osses , and toduy , 
accordinc; to reports received up to now, has lost 
55 tanks , of which nany were destroyed by artillery. 
J.ftor 1 Pera Div has succeeded in extricating itself 
fron tho ·t;hreatened envelopBent , c.nd in forning a new 
defence front at Riccione , 0 .B. SW orders expressly thc.t 
there is to bo no further withdro.v1al , but defence at 
nll costs , above nll in order to gain tine for the re­
inforceuen ts to arrive . On the strength of an inter­
cepted radio conversation, which pcrnits tho assunption 
of an over taking l nndine , ~nd of reports of vessels 
soon off tho coast , during the night O.B.SW orders 
JJ.:u-n Staso II for tho cocstnl sector . 

(~) 

83 . Tho now lino ran fron i nncdietely north of Tavoloto -
Scleduccio - wost of Cattolica. According to the r ecord of tele ­
phone conversations the excct situation in tho sector of l Pera 
Div was not known at higher headquarters durine the day, but : 
"In tho evening the r eport was received of thei r arrival to fern 
n now def once line at Riccione" (ibid , Gernan synopsis of t el cons) . 
4 Paro. Ro~t was not nentionod f or""1Jio"reason that it had virtually 
consed to exist . Of various references in this respect , t he follow­
ine is cited : 

Casualties of 1 Para Div not yet ascertained ; in 
casG of 4 Para Regt over 7oi . 

(G . M.D.S . - 61437/9 , Tenth f.:rny , w.D. 8 , Appx 1- 3 Sep , ~x~20 , Daily 
sit rep Tenth J:rny, 2 Sop 44) (Photostat 981.tJ.O. (D252 }) ' 

------------------------------------- -~~~----------------------M Much additional infornation on the dayt s operations appeers 
in the r ecords of telephone conver sations {G. M. D.S . - 61437/9 , 
Tonth 1..:rny , W.D. 8, .APPX 722, tel cons 2 Sep 44) {Photostat 98liJ.O . 
(D251}) . L stuiy of those conversations requires the use of 
Tenth J..rnyts situation nap for 1 end 2 Sep 44 (G . M.D.S . - 61437/ 
20 , Tenth J.:rny, W. D. 8 sit naps 30 J.1.ug - 8 Sep Sit nap 1 nnd 2 
Sop ) {Photostat Adriatic sector : 981JJ.O . (D254 ~ ) . Particular 
c. t ten ti on nu st b o pa.id to the f o.c t tha. t tho discussions wi th 
J..rny Group wore based on tho code then in force f or nap 1 : 200 1 000 
(squares and r oforenco points entered by hand in blue on this 
rmp ), whorecs f or tho discussions with Corps the original printed 
nunbors for squcres ancl roferance points on this nap wero used . 
In addition to this the nUIJbers of the lo.rBe squares had beon 
changed recently , and old or new nunb ers were being used i ndis­
crininntoly by the various s peakers . 

n J .. s tho different fornations were usually identified by stating 
the n~xie of the cor:ine.ndine officer, the perusal of the records 
of tel ephone conversations r equires knovll.edge of the fo llowing 
additional pQrsonal nanes : 

CRl..SEM.il.NN , Eduard Peter , ~j-Gen , Cond 26 Pz Div 
{Experienced divisionel cor:i;::ander ; coI'Jilanded 15 
Pz Div in Ji.fri ca for sone months ) 

CRISOLLY , 

v • HEYGENDORFF , 

Cond 20 G . i .. . F . Div 

Ral ph Karl, Maj -Oen , Oond 162 (Turc ) Inf Div 
(Russian speaker , linguist , previousl y with 
Gernan Enbassy at M:>scow; irr eplaceable as 
COIJL!andor of this pru:ticuler division ; fair 
sol dier } 

DOSTLER , Anton . General • Cond Venetian Coast 
(Not a top flight officer ) 
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84. ..:ccording to the s ane situat·on report , __ t the end 
of the day h eadquarters 26 Pz Div r e located at Ospedale tto (3 ko 
north -west of Coriano ) , a nd headquart rs 1 Para Div in tho area 
between s . Lorenzo anC.. s . Fortunato o Roe;ardin3 the build- up of 
the defending forces tho following locations wore reported (as at 
IJ.idnight 2/3 Sep): 

76 Pz Corps 

100 n JB Regt (l oss 3 Bn } near Torre l a Tonba 
(b e tween S e.rtino "a::.. ·.101ini and Corpolo , on road 
to Rinini) 

3 Bn 100 ·Itn Jg Re t S -I ~ntalctto (near Cesene.tico) 

u5 Recco Bn co.CTJ.:it~o on right win 71 Inf Div 

98 Inf Div : 
289 Gren R t in arc 4 kil NV Saludoccio 

98 (Div ) Fus Bn cormi t tod en l oft wing 71 Inf Div 

117 G:ren Ro t~ 

1 Bn in area 4 kn :nif C enente 
2 Bn near BordcnJhio {on coastal road ) 

corps Witthoeft 

Blocking Group 162 (Tur~ ) Inf Div i n Riccione -
· sano aroo. . 

29 Pz Gren Div : 

R inforced 71 (nech ) G~en RoBt near Inol a 
Elenents 129 Tk Bn near Bologna 
2 Bn 15 (ne ch) Gren RE> ,;t - 10 kn south of Bologna 
313 GH<t J.nti-1 ircraft ,n with two batteries between 
Bologna and Inola 
One engineer conpany - 10 kn sout of Bologna 

Fro _ the Conc a to the ~arano (Cori a110 
( 3- 14 Sep ) - - - · - - ~ · · -

3 Sep 

85 . Tith tho r110a t h or s t i. .. l fo.vouro.b l o , and the Gernan 
lines not yet fully roinfor c od and st 1bili z d, 1 Cdn Corps made 
· portan.t gains in bitter fiGhtingJ wj tL.o .l.t however achievin the 
hoped- for breakthrou to Rinini . In Ger an eyes the duy was a 
critical one . It was felt that t hu c r. had to be eather ed far 
thi s day and at the situatio would t en bo c. sod durin the 

lEi (Footnote continuea fron p 
POLi .. CK , Dr . Fritz , aj--O-en, Cond ?9 Pz Gron Div 

(Hich decoration for w rk in Sicily as c onnarrl er of 
a battle g r oup fron 29 Pz Gron Div ) 

REINHJffiDT , Alfred , Lt - Gen , Cond 90 Inf Di v 
(A brigade connunder at Russian front earlier in 
the war } 

ote : 11Fries 11 or "old Fri s 11 ref lr s to 29 Pz Gren Div , pre ­
'dats l y comerd ed by Lt - Gen !fal !i~r 1rie s ; 11Lue ttwi tz" or "old 
Luettwitz 11 refe rs to 26 Pz Div, p ~ viously co anded by Lt- Gen 
Freiherr SID.lo Vo Luett litz} 
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nic;ht by the arrival of 71 Pz Gren Roe;t at the i nportant Coriano 
feature behind the joint of 26 Pz Div and 1 Para Div. The German 
senior co.nn.::mders were then of the opinion that the 
advance of the Eighth J.:rny could be brouBh t to a ha.l t and that a 
stalerante night ensue. I n keepinB with the i nport ance which the 
day t s developrarn.ts had nssuoed i n their ninds , and no doubt with 
on eye to their own stature in tho eyes of history, the highest 
rankinG coananders couched their tnlks in neticulousl y chosen 
words , which were recorded with unusua l care (G.M.D.S . - 61437/9, 
Tenth J.:rny, W. D.8 , /.:ppx 1-3 Sep , hPPX 745 , tel cons 3 Sep 44; 39 
pages ). Of particular interest is ~he conversati on at 2335 hrs 
between Wentzell and Roettiger , in which Wentze ll r eported in 
great det ai l on the situation he had encounter ed on the occasi on 
of his sever al inspection and noralo- buildine trips durins the 
day to the head~uarters of 76 Pz Corps, 1 Para Div, 26 Pz Div 
and 98 Inf Div. The uninspired perforoance of 1 Par a Div , where 
the reginents had l ost contact with one anot her and had committed 
various tactical blunder s , was blancd on tho absence of Heidrich ; 
Col onel Schulz (the coT.lLlander of 1 Para Regt , and at that tine 
the di visi on t s deputy comnander ) was described as a brave man , in­
capable however of equalli ng Heidrichfs perfornance, Cra seoann 
was described as lacking i n the f i rn vdll to s t and to the l ast , 
and his division was adnoni shed to live up to its past traditions ; 
98 Inf Div on the other hand seened t o be surprisingl y effective 
and well l ed . The nain hope of salvation at tho nonent rested 
on 29 Pz Gren Div and i ~s ab le cor.mo.nd or 1 who 11under no circu.n.stances 
was to be subordinated even tenporarily to either one of its 
neie;hbouring divisions"* • 29 Pz Gren Di v upon arrival was to be 
conpletely and unconditional:cy at the di sposal of Tenth J.:rcy. 
J .. sked where he was Going to co.Dl:lit reinforced 71 (neoh ) Gren Regt , 
Wentzell said : "Exactly in the sector 50 - 51 [Coriano Ridge]", 
The regiment was to bo connnnded directl y and i n person by the 
divisional connander and his own h eadquarters staf1' .lii! Reinforced 
100 ~~n J g Regt was or der od to occupy posi ti ons astride Gonnano in 
the sector ad joining the rieht flank of 26 Pz Div (ibid ) , 

. -
86 , I n view of the substantial changes which had taken 
pl ace in the com.position of Ton th J.:rmy since the l aunching of 
Eighth /,;rny t s of fensive , a now 11Schonatic Order of Battle " was 
issued by the I..rny on 3 Sep , J .. photostatic copy and a transl ation 
o-f the docunent appear us J.,ppendix "J" to this r eport (G . M.D.S , -
61437/9 , Tenth i.rny, W.D. 8, hPPX 1- 3 Sop , Ji,ppx 752a, 3 Sep 44 } 
(Photostat 9811.10 . (D255 )) . 1 .. s set forth in preceding paragraphs , 
and as sho.vn on the abovo- nentioned docunont , on 3 Sep 76 Pz Corps 
was conposed of t he following f or nuti ons : 

1 Para Div 
26 Pz Div 
29 Pz Gren Div (en route to tho front ) 
71 I nf Div 
98 In.f Div 

278 I nf Div 
Reinforced 100 Mtn Je Rogt 

li - It will be noted that Pretzell in "The Bo.ttlo of Rinini" 
(~ cit ) erroneously eLvos 3 Sop as the date of 29 Pz Gren 
Div tSTntervention . J .. ccording to all availab l e evidence this 
event occurred on 4 Sep 44 . 

iiii The r egiment a l oorn:iandor was a new nan ; Pol ack on the other 
hand was an exper ienced artill orynnn, had commanded 29 Pz Arty 
Regt i n the earl y phases of the I talian canpaign and coul d be 
relied on·in any situation requiring the expert ~se of the 
artillery. 
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In connection with the situation on 3 Sep , the following additional 
docunents are being retained in photostatic f ern : 

87 . 
slope of 
forces : 

981JJ.O. ( D2.56) 

9811..10. (D257) 

22 Fl ak Bde Sit map 3 Sep 44 (ibid ) -
Tenth J.;roy. Notes of c. of s . on 
visits to Corps and divisional 
he adquart er s on 3 Sep 44 (ibid ) -

4 Sep 

Fron Riccione Marina a t the coast to the western 
Gallero, on 4 Sep 1 Cd.n Corps faced the following 

4 Para Regt (re ants) 
Blocking Group fron 162 (Turc) Inf Div 
3 Para Regt 

117 Gron Regt (98 Inf Div ) 
1 Para Regt 

This aggregation was under t he como.and of General Heidrich, who 
had re:ijoined hi s "division during the day. Behind 4 Para Regt , 
astr ide Route No . 16 , was one COII.Pany of Tiger tanks ; astride 
Coriano was 71 Gren Re t 29 Pz Gren Div. The location of the 
various forna.tions was r e corded on Tenth l.I'IJ.Y' s situation n..ap for 
3 and 4 Sep 44 . Tho J .. driatic section of this map appears in 
photostatic fern as A,ppendix uK 11 to this r eport . (G •• D. S . -
61437/201 Tonth JJ:ny , -.n.8, sit naps 30 - 8 Sep , sit map.-
3 and 4 Sop 44) (Photostat 981.t.lO. (D258 ) ) 

88 . pparently believing i n the i inent stabilization 
of tho situation, Marshal Kesselring spent the day at the ne ly 
opened tactical headquarters ·or Fourteenth J..:rn.y at Vignola ( 25 kn 
weet -north-w~st of Bologna ). On the fron~ of Fourt eenth P.:rmy the 
day was completely uneventful (G •• n.s . - 62241/1 , Fourteenth 
iX'DY p W.D. 4, 4 Sep 44) . In the evening ho ever , whe he returned 
to his own h eadquarters , Kesselring learned t hat the armoured 
spsarheads of l Cdn a nd 5 Br it Corps were thr eatening t o envel op 
the Cori ano Ridge . In the ain War Diary of Tenth P.:r the day• s 
fighting was sm:inarized as follows : 

26 Pz Di v : ••• Following heavy artiller y pr eparat ion 
renewed en0J!lY attacks in the afternoon in northwesterl y 
direction r esulted in an ener:iy penetration 1 km south­
east of Passano . Frora there the enemy attempts to ad~ 
vanoe to Cori ano ; heavy fi ting i s still i n pro ess . 

1 Para Div : Following a concentric attack, • Gallera 
has been l ost . The ene vancmto 1 .5 1o:il. east of 
Coriano . I.I::11J.ediate counter- attacks collapse in the fire 
of artillery and ground- attack aircraft . Indeed , the 
enecy succeds in driving our badly depleted formations 
farthe~ back to the road-fork8'1 . 5 km ENE Coriano and 
l kD. WSW c. Sorra . The enemy also penetrates s.M. di 
Soacciano where hous e- to -house fi ting t akes plac e. 
Bitter figb.tin~ goes on el l day for the road- fork 1 .km 
north of s .M. di Scacciano . 

:: (G ~M.n.s. - 61437/l, l1ent h AXmy, w.n.a,. 4 Sep 44 ) 

89 . The reports su mtted to the arshal on his return 
wer e confused and contradictory; nobody seemed to be able to Bive 
any definite ini'orLJ.ation , and i n addition General Herr now 
a peared t o entertain thout;hts of furt er withdraw • The Marshal 
seened to sense that all t hat had been done wo uld be of no avail; 



• 
- 44 -

his oountinG exasperati on culminated in a towering r age in which 
he threatened to replace corps and divisional coiilIJ.anders unable 
to envisaBe operations other than those of withdrawal . To make 
nattors worse , during ~he day General Warlimont~ had appeared at 
the headquarters of the J.;rny Group and asked RoettiGer whether the 
eneny could be driven back in a count ar-attack~ Roetti ber r eplied 
t hat the J'!Xay Group would be happy indeed if it succeeded in 
steIJIJinB the enenyt s advance . How much this episode contributed 
t o tho Marshal's vexation cannot be ascertained ; tactical develop­
nents had certainly not cone up to expectations ; in part at least 
the scene however is sure to have been a bit of sho~na.nqhip for 
the purpose of squeezinG a naxinun perfor mance f rom all concer ned . 
Prolon~ed "pl ain- talking 11 was carried on over the wires till far 
po.st midnight , when t he even- temper ed but ever subtle i..rny connander 
na.nagod to caln down his disappointed chief by referring to the 
casualties borne by the t roops ; by ~t .J.ting that he knev: of no :ian 
who coula better Herr t s perfornance , and by deftly introduci ng 
tho nane of Lenelsen into the conversation. rut: This was bound to 
ronind the Marshal of t he tine when at'~er a similar scene he had 
found hioselr confronted with ~he necessity of calling Genertil · 
Leoelsen to act as a terapora:i:!y sub~titute for v~ vietinghoff o~ 
(G. M.D.s . - 61437/10, Tenth crny , W.D,,8 , J,:ppx 4-7 Sep , Appx 768 , 
tol cons 4 Sep 44) (Photostat 981JJ.0 . (D2.51) ) 

90 . I n the i ... driatic s ector t21.e assault formations of the 
Eit;hth :..roy were now operating in or had ov~ the area, which 0n 
Gar n.an raaps was designated as Green Li ne II • Unl ess the 
si tuation was stabilized without delay the l oss of Rinini within 
the next few days was almost certain. On 5 Sep the full wei ght 
and density of the cer oan r eserves bec.ame·effeotive and the JJ.li ed 
advance was blunted and i ts mooenh.u!J. lost 0 

5 Sep 

91. J .. ccording to the Ger no.n records 98 Inf Di7~ 26 Pz D:.v , 
29 Pz Gren Di v , and 1 Para Div with the a t tached forr~ati..ons, all 
decisively assisted by tho now very considerable artillAt'y conc el'1-
trations under the connand of Colonel Bor~scheuer {Arty Cond 76 Pz 
Corps) and Colonel JJldr eae (Coo::!. 5 Pr~j Bde) , obtained a hard ­
f ought success by blockinc the advanc o of Eig~th Jiray at all 
critical points . During the day 4/.. RP.cce Bn ( 44 Inf Div) began 
ooving to the Cesena area as t he nucl .ms of a new J~rny r eserve ; 
114 Reece Bn , which had been borr owad fron 114 Jg Div, was nl')vintS 
to a blocking position ext an dins inlCJ'l.C: f ron Abissinia ( 2 kn so11t-h.­
wcst of Rinini) ; the r ear olenents of 29 Pz Gren Div , w:bi ch had 
j ust r oached t he Cesena area, were ordered to the front ; t he efforts 
of 4 Para Regt astride the coas tal ::o "d were ovorsliar1ov: d by tho 
presence there of 1 Bn G.H. Q. Tk . Re~t and one conpany of Tiger 
'.l'anks (of 508 G.H.Q. Hy Tank Bn ) . For the tir.e beine; the situation 

.ii HJJ{t!MJNT, waiter , Gen of Ji:r~r , J.Jeputy c.,h:i.er 1.rncai?O:fl:;·o s 
Operations Staff 

:e~ LEMELSEN, Joachim, Col-Gen , Conl Fourteenth J.-..:rny, { soe HisJ.; 
Soc Report No . 24, para 8 ~ e t al ) 

mDi Hist ·Soc Report No. 18, paras 8? and 90 

~ Course of Green Line II in a.rec. of Tenth J.:rey : 

hbissinia - s . Clenente - Ge.on.an.a - Sasso F9ltrio -
Monte Copiolo - 2 kn N Meroatino - 2 km NE Sorbe.no -
2 kn N s. Sofia - SW Portico - Marradi - M. Color ota 
(5 km NE Fironzuol a ). (See para 67 above ) 
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had now been stabilized (G . M.D. s . - 61437/1 , Tenth ;u:ny, w.n . 8 , 
.5 Sop 44 ; 61437/10, Tenth Ji:rmy , W.D. 8 t J.;ppx 4- 7 Sep , Appx ?89 , sit 
r ep 5 Sop 44 ) (Photostat 981J..l0 . (D2.52 J) . 

92 . Reference has been nade in Canadian accounts to the 
Gallant fight .put up by the Canadians at the coast on .5 Sep (Hist 
Sec Report No . 10?, paras 16? and 168 ) . Enemy opinions corroborate 
this evaluation. J .. t 0920 hrs 6 Sep Generals Herr and v . Vi etingb.off 
discussed the previous day?s fighting near the coast : 

v . v : 1 Pura Div has Tigers and Panther s and reinforce­
nonts fron 162 (Turc) Inf Div . No further with­
drawal nust take pl ace . 

H: The attack o.t t he coast was str onger than it 
seoned (at first ) . J.llother division woti.ld not 
have survived the l ast heavy attack. ••• 

(G. M.n .s . - 61437/10, Tenth J..xny , ;J. D. 8 , ~·'-PPX 4- 7 Sep , J .. ppx 816 , 
tol cons 6 Sop 44 ) 

6 Sep 

93 . Renewed J.lliod attacks in the J"driatic sector con-
tinued to neat with stiff resistance and the situati on assuned 
t he character of a stalenat e . 29 Pz Gren Div and 1 Para Div nade 
full uso of their artillery conponents by harassing the leading 
olcnents of 1 Cdn Corps wit h fire concentrations fron all weapons . 
J .. ccordinc t o 1 Para Div these tactics were particularly effective 
in the Riccione and Riccione Marina urea , where fir e was directed 
aso.inst ur noured units in asserabl y positions . (G . M.D .S ~ -
61437/1, Tenth /J:rJy , W. D. 8 , 6 Sep 44 ) (Photostat 981AJ..O.(D251) ). 

94.. J .. bo.tenent of the pr essure now ma.do it possi ble for 
tho Gcr~an connanders t o exanine measures f or coping with the 
pr obl eilS bound to ari se fron tho certain r esumpti on of the JJ..lied 
offensive . During the past energency, contlandors at all l evels 
had been unable to :iai ntnin a r easonable balance between f i ghting 
troops o.nd r oservcs , an~ nothing , theref or e , at the nonent was nore 
urgent than t h e fornation of l ocal r eserves in order to ensure a 
return to sound oper ational practice . Marshal Kessel rin5 was 
nost insistent in this respect . His wishes wer e passed down the 
chain of connand , and soon uni ts and forno.ti ons everywhere wor e 
occupi ed with the task of thinning out the front •... 1 .. ction was all 
the quicker for the reason that the great densi ty-:of troops de­
nanded deployncnt in Greater depth in ·ordor to l essen the nunber 
of casual ties fron JJ.liod bor.J.bardnent . The nuner ous minor 
chane;os in dispositions which now ensued cannot be described in 
detail hero . (Ibid ) 

. -
9.5 . Recarding the for nation of an /i:rny Group r eserve 
the situation was far frori satisfactory. This was due to tho 
constant delays i n the dispatch of 20 G.A.F . Div in consequence 
of the tardy arrival i n snall parties of the r elieving 42nd 
Jaec er Division fron J..xny Li euria . The first t ransport from 20 
G. J .. . F . Div reached tho concentrati on area of Forlinpopoli on 6 
Sep ; subsequent t ransports however left the area of Fourteenth 
l.:rny at irregul ar i n·t;ervals , and the last substanti al el enents 
of t ho Di vision were s ent on their vmy i;o 0 .B .SW a:s l:ate as 16 
Sep (G . M.D.S . - 622~~1/l, Fourteenth J.:roy , W .D . ~, 6- 16 Sep 4 ..... ). 
JJl. inprovor.ient in this re>spect within the reasonabl y near future 
was foresoon when it became known that 90 Pz Gren Div woul d be 
t r ansferred t~ the area Ost iglia - Fonteno - Lentinara; one r ein-
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for ced r ogi nontal group to be quartered south of the river Po, the 
balanc e north of it . (G. M.D.S . 6l'r37/l , Tenth Ju:ny , W.D. 8 , 6 Sep 
44 ) 

96 . · /~ter several consultations wi th the il:rrny co.onander 
(tel· cons , ~. oi t ) , Marshal Kesselring decided to abandon earlier 
plans f or noving 44 Inf Div fron .51 Mtn Corps to 76 P.z Corps , but 
instead at 1900 hrs told Four te enth U'LW on the telephone that 
356 In~ Div would have to nov e to th e Adriatic sector~. He .added 
that 16 s .s . Pz Gren Div might have to follow in due course . 
General Lene l sen did not fail to point to the dangers resul t i ng 
fron such a drain on his forces , and Kesselring in turn pro.IJised 
i nnedio.te he l p in the · c.ase of Fourteenth J>Jmy :r;iee t ing with un­
expected difficulties . (Plans for the transfer of 16 s .s . Pz 
Gren Div wore dropped following the at tack of Fifth Arny at the 
centre of t he Ju:rn.y Group ) (G . M.D .s . - 62241/1, Fourteenth hrny, 
H.D . .. , ' 6 Sop 4t,. )). 

7 Sep 

97 . J .. ct ivity in t he sectors of t he two Gernan divisions 
nearest the coast was confined in the nain to artillery due l s . Keen 
fiBhtin5 took place at tho front of 71 Inf Di v and 98 Inf Div ; t he 
latter reported the average strength of its bat tal ions as hav ing 
fallen bel ow 100 . L'!-4 Reece Bn , which was noved in for the purpose 
of forning rui J.:rny r eserve , now r eceived orders to speed to the 
assistanc e of hard- pressed 98 Inf Div . During t he day tho /i:rmy / 
connundor ca lled at tho headquarters of the f i ghting divisions . J.J.l 
r eported very heavy casualties ; 1 Para Div , after t hrowing all i ts 
frosh and only par tially trained r eserves into the fray r eported 
t ho followins strengths : 

1 Paro. Regt 862 
3 Para Regt 370 
4 Para Re ,t 1.53 
Reece Coy 28 

(G. M.n . s . - 61437/l o , Tenth J.:rLJY , V.D. 8, ppx 3- 7 Sep , Appx 8.52; 
Not E:Js on inspection tour by ..rny co:onander on 7 Sep 44 ) ( 9811.10, 
(D259 ) ) 

98 . How to separate reserves fron alre ady badly dep l eted 
f orces was tho nain sub j ec t of t he dayrs discussions . In a tele ­
phone con var sati on with Kesselring at 2210 hrs , the 'J:ny comander 
described the situation in great detail . Several r ef erences to 
Canadian fornations were nude on this occasion : . . 

v . V: ••• The two ol d assault divisions ar e still up 
there [the Can :::tdians at the coast J. J.,ccording 
to uniforn reports fron 1 Para Div they must ha~e 
suffered heavy casualties . But I an told that 5 
Cdn J.:rnd Div was excellent . They are both still 
up there , nassed at the front ·or 1 Para Div and the 
l of t wing of 29 Pz Gr en Div . ••• 

• • • 
K: But .56 .Brit Div and the Canadians are not fresh 

either . 

v . V : That is true , but fundanentally , though not .strong 
in nunbers , tho Canadians are right good soldiers . ••• 

(G. M.D.S . - 61.-37/10 , Tenth J.:rny ,. rr.D. 8 , 1 px 4- 7 Sep , .. ppx 853 , 
·tel cons 7 Sep , pac es 8 and 11) {Photostat 981 uo. (D2.51 



99 . Situation naps showi P the ositions of 76 Pz Corps 
and 51 tn Corps on 9 Sop are being r etained in photostatic forn 
(G •• D .S ~ - 6lr3?/21 , Tonth J.:r , sit naps 9- 20 Sop 44 ) (Photo­
stats 981J..10 . (D260 } and (D261)) 

8 Sep 

100. By the evonin all six di vis:i ons of 76 Pz Corps 
had repor t ed ono battalion in r eservG: 

278 Inf Div 
71 Inf Div 
98 Inf Div 
26 Pz Div 
29 Pz Gron Div 

l Para Div 

278 Fus Bn 
85 Re ec e Bn 
4L1.- Reece Bn 
26 Reece Bn 
1 En 15 (nech ) Gren Regt 
3 Para Regt 

The area · ediat ely adjac nt to t he coast etween the paratroopers 
and Rinini had still the additional protection of Blocking GrolllJ 
162 (Turc) Inf Div (at Miranare) and 114 Recc Bn (at bissinia , 
2 kn south - west of Rinini) . Severe but inconclusive fi ghting took 
p lace a t t e front of ?l Inf Div and 98 Inf Div . Depleted 98 Inf 
Div had b oen strenc;t hened in t e _eantio.e by t e arrival of 117 
Gren Rout , wllich had been ithdravm fro 1 Para. Div to rejoin its 
own division . In the absence of pressure Fourteenth .rny (Main 
ar Diary1 o cit} and 51 tn CorJ.E continu d theix g radual with­

drawal. l G. .1)3. 61+37 /11 , TElll t h .rny , . D .8 , px 8-10 Sop , 
~ppx 077 , sit.rep Tenth ·.::rny for 8 Sep 4~ ) (Pho tostat 9811.io . 
(D25 2 ) ) • 

9 Sep 

101. On t he right wing of 76 Pz Corps intensive fi e;htin 
continued all day . 100 Mtn J g Regt was placed under the co and 
of 71 Inf Div ; 11, Reece Bn as ordered fron its blocking position 
at t:::Le coas t to the support of 98 I nf Div; the unit reached the 
area of • Calonbo on 10 Sep . In the Main Di y of Tenth 
.rny the situation was s ized as follows : 

The first phase of the defensive battle is over . 
B shiftin~ t e poi t o nnin effort to the right 
tho one:i,.,. is obviously trying to discover a weak 
spot and to farc e a breakthrour there . In spite 
of d 'Ii dlinc reserves the .r:my op s to ho l d until 
the arrival of 356 Inf Div Casualties on both 
s i des are consi der ab le ~ The situation nus t still 
be regarded as serious . 

(G.M.D.s . - 61437/1 , Tenth Army , .n.8, 9 Sep 44) 

l:O Sep 

102 . ..part fron t he steady pr essure exerted by 5 Brit 
Corps on the centre of 76 Pz Corps the day was coo.pnrativ ely un­
eventful . Various si~ns now pointed to an early r e sunption of 
t• e full- scale a ttack . In tho ain -ar Diary o'f Tenth k:CTJy the 
situation was described in the following 1ords : 

On 10 Sep too the eoy continues hi s attacks 
in t c niddl e ac tor of the Corps , which is 
obstinatel defended , hea losses bein5 in­
flicted on the one and l ocal penetrations 
boin~ cleaned up by pronpt counter - attacks . 




