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RE P 0 R T NO . 27 

HIS'IDRIC .L SECTION (G. S .) 

THE IT .LI i.N C "..MP".IGN : The Battle of Rinini 
o.nd the Subso~uont .. dvance to tho Ri var Ronco 
(11 .ug - 31 ct 44) 

Information from Gorman Military Doownants 
regarding Allied Operations in General and 
Canadian Operations in Particular 

l . Infornation fron Gornan ' litary docun ts concern­
inr:; tho ea.rlior phases of tho Italian conpa.i n ho.s b sen sot forth 
in Historical Section (G. S .) Reports No . 14 S,icil{ )' No . 18 
(Southern Italy) No . 20 (Contra! Italy) and No . 2 (Fron the 
Fcill of Rone to o Evacuation of Florence) . The present report 
is a direct continuation of Report No . 24 . It dools with tho 
inforD.£1.tion froo Ge an sources for the period o the '..llied 
advance throur;h the ;pennine positions . but di~fcrs fron e 
preceding report in tho iJ.anller of presentation d coverage . 

torial of General int er est is overshado ed by spc cific in.for­
nn.tion on the rolo of l Cd.n Corps in t~o dislodginr of the 
ene fron his 'ponnine strongholds . Developnents in the area 
of Fourteenth ..r , less spectacular and decisive than in the 
previous phase , arc doalt with cursorily and nainly in connec­
tion with the su~portin& actions carried out by the 0lonents of 
1 Cdn J .. rnd Bde . The operations of 1 Odn Corps during the tine in 
question have been described in detail in Historical Section , 
Canadian Military Headquarters , Report No . 187 (The Breakin~ 
of the Gothic Line and the Ca ture of Rinini) and Mstorica 

ec on e:por o . , ron · e Marecc ua o the Ronco) . The 
role played by 1 Cdn L:rr:il Bde under co end of 13 Brit Corps 
in t:.ie drive of Fifth ·.x y tbrou.,h the central part of the 
Gothic Ll.ne has been described in Historical Section , Canadian 
'litary Headquarters , Repo t No . 175 . 

SOURCES OF INFORM: .. TION 

2 . Tho najority of the docunmts on which the present 
report is based were lent to Hist oc (G. S .) by the Gero.an 
Military Docunonts Section (G.M.n.s .), Washington , n.c. 1 .. number 
of these do cu en ts havo b sen photostated ; in all cases where a 
photostatic copy or a translation is beine perD!lnently retainod , 
the first r oferencc to t:ic docuront i s followed by the Hist Soc 
(G.S . ) ster Index utiber . 

3 . In precedin~· reports the i t'ornatio ron the lar 
Dia ries of Tenth 1.:rny was frequently sup orted and pli:fi d by 
!:l!lterial :fron Corps c.nd Group levels . Rocords of lower 
forIJations ll!ld units wore alnost totally lecki , e circunstance 
rccrctted nost keenly whenever the details of an action would have 
been of particul2r interost to tho Canndian nilitary historian . 
In t he case of the pr esent roport this situation was aggravated 
by the unavailability of the rGcords of 76 Pz Corps, the fornation 
which controlled the di viaiom opposing the Canadian e.dvanc e. 
Tho substance , therefore , of ~his repo t had to be drawn alnost 
entirely fron the fortunately well kept records of Tonth J.:rny . 
These in turn are availe.b l e only up to 31 Oct 44 . J.nost no 
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Germ'.lll material has been found for the last three months of Oan- -
udian operations in Italy, and in consequence this series of re­
ports comes to an end with the preson 0'1.tion of the material 
covering the suspension of the Allied offensives in Ituly at the 
end of October 1944 

4a Despite the fact tha·c diligent search by competent 
agencies has hitherto f ai l ed to unear th the War Diaries of 1 Para 
Di':, it might be well to remcniber that German commanders were en­
couraged to prepare, end deliver for 3afokeeping to the head­
quarters of thei:".' effiliated reserve :L or me. tions, f.ull copies of 
their own official 11'.fnr n..:.. o..ri es . rt would be difficult' for in­
stance, to believe that the ambitious ~nd competent Heidrich 
should have f a iled to deposit the records of his famous division 
in some relatively s afe p uce o If not destroyed, they may come 
to light at some f i:. t re d te and acld o our store of information 
on tb.e batt les with t cir per enui ··1 1 f oe and nemesis, the First 
Cnnadio.n Corps. 

DISPOSITIONS 0 F TENTH .tOOIY ON 11 Ji.UG 

5. During the l ast days of July and early in August, 
when Allied pressu e for ced Fourtconth .Army to fall back behind 
the Arno river and to evacuate the city of Florence, Tenth Army, 
to conform with the movements of the n~ighbouring Army, and al­
ternately prodded by 2 Pol Corps and 10 Brit Corps, continued 
its gradual withdrawal in tho direction of tho Gothic defences. 
Fo llowing the exchange of tho two Corps Headquarters on 8 Aug 
(Hist Sec Report No, 24, para 77), on 11 Aug Tenth .Army from 
right to left was disposed as follows : 

Tenth ~my - ... (Houdquo.rters at P:' zzocal vo, 12 km east of 
Bologna) 

,c;1 Mtn Oor~ (Hpadquartors 2 .lrn south-west of Dovadola) 

715 Inf Dj.v!l 
334 Inf Div 

1.5 P z Grn Div!£~ 
305 In1' Div . 
114 Jg Di i!i:· ~ 

16 Pz Corpf2_ ( Hn.adqu~ ter~ at s~ Pietro, 1.5 km south-east 
of elet (Lear Monte Gridolfo)) 

5 Mt n Div o.djo . ur ~ 114 Jg Div 
71 Inf Div- i :u. coas t· 1 plain 

278 -nf Div on l nnd f' ront to coast 

and 1 
• ~"J-r-;'2;3[ Par a Di v··-· -

Corps ~[.i_tth_o~t.1rn*?iX]E 

162 (Turc) Tnf D1v (Cat ·,olica - Ravenna area) 
98 Inf Div~~ 

Venetiul Coas t Co!illiland (Gen of Inf Dostler) 
~~~~~~--------~--~~--~---

n: From inter-army boundary at S'.Donato a Torre (on river 
Jil'no, 6 km west of Pontassieve • 

~ In process of being withdrawn into Ji:rmy Reserve; disen­
gageI:Bnt of last substantial elements completed by 24 Aug 
(para 3.5 below). 

IDei To Oorps boundary- between Passuno nnd ca.1tone, approxim­
ately 11 lan south.-"mst of Me:.. .. ca t ello (on river Metauro) • 

(Footnotcg con t:i. nued on page 3) 



- 3 -
The dispositions of t he two Corps on the land front have been 
ta.~:--n fron t ho followinc Ci.o cuncmts : 

Tenth J.r y , sit nap 10/11 .i .. u c; 44 (Photostat 981J..l0 .(D202 )) 
(G. M. D. S . - 6143 7/17 f Tenth ; .. r ny, W.D. 8 , 
sit naps 1- 13 ;_ug 44 J 

.51 [tn Corps , sit Llc.p 12 J .. uc L~4 (Photostat 981J..10 . (D203 )) 
(~) 

76 Pz Corps , sit no.p 1 2 J .. ur; ,-4. (Phot ost a t 98L"..10 .(D204) ) 
(~) 

The i... l unco of tho inf or nation pr esent cd in this par a.gr'.1ph and 
the footnotes thereto , is ba.sod on t lo on tries between 1 o.nd 1.5 
hUC in t ~ o nain voluno of the n5c;rcga.tion of source naterial , 
whi ch in its on tirety cons ti tut cs Tenth J.:rny' s War Dia.ry No . 8 
(G. [. D. S . - 61,.37/1 , Tenth J.:ru y , ~r .D . B , J .. UBUSt nd Septanbor 
19~- 4 ) 

(Noto : · .. full order of battle of Tenth l ... rny for 1.5 .. ; .. ug appears 
as J .. ppondix 11 ..:'.. 11 t o t b:i. s r epor t (see para 13 below) ) • 

TENTH ~.R IT' S INTERPRET.u.TION OF THE SITO.:_TION 
PRIOR TO TFlE ~· ... I.LIED CROSSING OF THE METI .. URO RIVER 

(11 - 25 .... UG) 

6. .l .. ccord2.nG to the docunon tary evidence , C:.urine the 
s e cond week of UGUSt Tenth Ar ny had roached tho conclusion that 
t he J.dria.tic sector , fa.r fron teeninc with enony forLIBtions , was 
actually very liGht l y held (Hist Sec (G . S .) Report No . 24 , para 79 ). 
Further nore , t ho r cords written a. t t he tine of t he e vents show 
quite clearly t hat any chances in t he dispositions of Tenth J.xn:y 
between 11 and 2.5 1 .. ug wer e e ither a direct consoquGnce of the 
i.llied inv a sion of &:mt crn Franco or '.Ore in respons e to ' l ocal 
tactical requirell}nts . The gradual cho.nses l eadi to t he dis ­
positions as the y were at t he t i ne of tho Mc t a.uro crossing s , wil l 
be nentioned in t h o followine; po.rabl'nphs ; t1 ey are of lesser in­
portance , however , than o thor facts r ela.t od below in connection 
with t he apprecia tion of the situation as it develop d fron day 
to day in t o n i nds of the Corps , J..r::iy ond ;.,rny Group co.IJLls.nders 
a.nd their Chiefs of s ·taff . 

11 1 .. u g 

7 . The situo.tion , as seen by tho eneny on t h o norning 
of 11 ~· .. ug , is shown below by a. seri es of excerpts f ron the day's 
telephone conversations : 

0910 hrs v . Vietinc;hoff (Heinri ch , Col--Oen , Co~d Tenth 
J.:rny ) - Kessel rinc {L.lbert , Fi eld Marshal, Concl 
f J:TJy Group nc II ) 

~lDiiE (Footnotes continued fron pa5e 2 ) Conpl ote in Corps re­
serve i n c oa sta l area between Fano nnd C ttolica . 

liiODDi Corps Witthoeft under cor::n:J.a.nd of Tenth ii:rny since 17 Jul 
£~4 . 

~ft Relieved 94 Inf Div i n Ravenna - Cesena nrea . Took over 
co.Dlland in ar ea a t 1800 hrs 2 LuG, was conplete in area by 
15 'i..UG• 

(G . M. D. s . - 61.-37/1 , Tenth 1..rny, 1.--.n.8, 1- 15 .. u t..i 44 ) 
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••• .nd then I have an idea which I should like 
to nention casually. I · tho area of Hoppeil: 
and Ruapkeft~J if ono -~ere to throw in sone 
ud · tr-:nl forc es , one night perhaps ca.rry out 
e sno.11 counter- attack and possibly wipe out 
tho PolesiDfili 

K: '!bat would bo very dosir~bl , but for the 
anent ny eyes a.re turn d ste dily towards the 

righ~ , so that I do not tbink thut any forces 
could be spo.red . 

v . V: I quite under sto.na . Vie would need Heidrich , 
Rodt and Baade~~. If it were possible to mo.ke 
these availcblo , it would be possible to achi eve 
sonething worthwhile vd thin four to five days . 

K: I believe so too , unless possibly after all the 
Cano.di ans should be a ..... ss d in th ~ir rear area . 
Have you found out just 'ihere they are? 

v . V: It is not clear yet First radio interception 
said they were beh · ~ the left wing . But now 
deserters say there is o one there . So it nay 
have been u radio eception. 

~ HOPPE , Harry ~ Lt-Gen, Comd 278 Inf Div . 

ii§ R l.APKE , M. , Lt-Gen , Com 71 Inf Div . 

DJi Under the cir cumstanc es this was of course n somewhat 
pathetic idea; i m.practicublo in view of the total r e ­
maini ng Gernan strategic potential; ill- tined in vi ew 
of tho a-plosive situation in the Tyrrhonian area . Such 
entorpr isos of opportunity w~re still possib l e at the 
t ine when Ludandorff had attonptea. to create a workable 
pattern for total war by subordinating all agencies of 
the sto.te to the nilitaryo nut now , in his attenpt to 
croato such n pattern in di_for nt wny , Hitl r had mo.do 
the ornod farces the tool of the politic high corn:iand t 
G.D.d a:rny co!l.tlEil ors hc.d boco· o c gs in a achin • ..s 
far a.s Kesselring is cone Jr ... d , · s p rf rnanco in Italy 
shows that h .as e. 111aro of the i:J.possibility of separating 
strategy fro~ politic considerati ns ; cspi~e his 
frequent nisroadings o · livd intentions ho ~erved his 
oaster well - it wns tho nn stcr rath r who f o.iled hin. 

lBDDi HEIDRICH, Richard , Lt-Oon, Cor:ld 1 Pnra Div . 

~' Eborh d , Lt - Gen , Cond 15 Pz Gron Div . 

B 1.1..DE , Ernst Guenth0r , Lt-Gen , Cond 90 Pz Gren Div . 
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K: Who is on Raapkets left · g ne~ Corinaldo? 
Is there anytbi ng new fron there? 

v . V: Up to now there have only boon reports about 
Poles ' fron there , At the ~oment this is really 
all . , •• 

(G. M.n .s . - 61437/4; Tenth JJny , w.n .8, 1ppx 9~12 i.Ug , i.LPPX 244, 
tol cons 11 ug 4 ) . (Photostat 981JJ.O . (D205)M 

12 ug 

8 . With his attention centrud on the Tyrrhenian flank , 
on 12 ./iug arshal Kesselring wa.s furth r put at ease regarding 
the situation in "the ~driatic sector by tho co ender of Tenth 
~my . General v . Victinghoff roportod the absence of any sub­
stantial British or Cnno.di9.n forces i n tho rear area of 2 Pol 
Oorps ; what he did not know of course was that a great trek of 
Eighth ArLiyVs assault divisions to this area was already und r way. 
~ picture of conparati vo quiet end serenity was conveyed by the 
following reno.rks : 

0905 hrs 

v.v: 

K: 

v.v: 

Ks 

v.v : 

K: 

v . Vietinghoff - Kesselring 

It has b eon quiet vii th us . There is nothing 
special going on , and d o to the vari us state­
nants of c.osortors , wo n :>w have a definite f eeling 
that there is no one behind the Polos . 

That there is nothing be ind then? 

Yos , nothing. Thore are only Polos and Itali~ns 
there. The Poles have b cone socewhat ~ore intor­
mxcd wi. th tho Italians; there is c. Bri ti.sh 

moured brige.d there, but there nre no signs 
of the presence of British forces in y strength . 
It hus be n ostnblished by e.gents that in on r e 
sector even the bridg s h e not been repaired , so 
that in ny opinion , there is no question of a l ar ge ­
scale frontal ~ttnck . 

Wb.~t about a s aborno hook? 

I consider it possible on psychological growids . 
Agents • reports keGp coning in of sooe iopending 
action in tho Balke...ns . But it has always been 
'r:JY experience that when l ogentsV reports 
point to so thing happening nt c. c rtain point , 
then nothin h ppens there . .nd for this reason 
I consider it possible thc.t the fore s fron 
Tur to en Bcri ere n ant far action egtlnst us . 

Th t nay well be • •• 

(G •• n.s . - 61437/4; Tonth J.:rey, 1.n.8, J .. pp:x: 9-12 ug, ,•Lppx 262 1 
tel cons 12 Aug 44) . {Photosta t 981Al0. (D20.5)) 

9. la nontionod in several of the duyts telephone 
conversations (~ ), two A1.lied convoys had b oon observed in 

* Iton 9BlA10. (D205) i s ~ conpleto sot of photostatic repro-
ductions of Tenth .Armyts telephone conversations fro~ 11- 31 
ug 44 . 
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t ho vicini t y of Cor sica . Decisive events could not be f ar off , 
and Marshal Kesselri ng was naking his f i nal arr~ern.ent s for the 
pr o j ected counter- novos to a lo.nding ct Gonoa . 9

: In vi ew of 
tho quiet situation on tho J .. drietic con.st ho was now r eady t o 
dr~w upon those fornations of Tenth Ju~o.y , whi ch had been oar~ked 
for service as a mobi l o Ju::o.y Group Reserve in just thi s case 
(cc.so GUSTJ'..V; Hi st Sec Report No . 2". , pnras 72 and 75) . Wi th t he 
nass of 15 Pz Gren Div nt t he nomont still ent cngl ed i n fi ghting 
(onl y 104 Pz Gron Regt of t ho Division had rlready been asseob l cd 
near Bol ogna ) O.B.S\V at 1410 hrs eave Tenth /Jny (in substance ) 
t ho followi ng orders : 

••• Tr:;.nsport o.rra.ngerent s wi ll bo nade perm t t i ng 
1 Par a Div to r:iove off in the dir ection of Genoa 
on 12 hours notice , 

••• Ju:o.y Gr oup "C" hol ds i n r on.di ness the transport 
r equi red for transfer on short noti ce of one r egimental 
group of 98 Inf Div • 

••• The Bl ocking Gr oup of J.62 (Turc ) I nf Div t o b e r eady 
for movement on 12 hr s notice ~ 

(G. M.D. s . - 61437/4 , Tenth /Jmy, W.D. 8 , Appx 9-1 2 Aug , 
J~px 264a , 12 J .. ug 44 ). (Photostat 98111.10. (D206 )) 

In addi t i on to these pr ecautionary arrnngenont s , 104 Pz Gren 
Regt (15 Pz Gren Div ) e.nd 4 Para Regt (1 P3.ra Div) wer e a l erted 
in tho evening for i noedi ete depc.rturo in n westerly direction . 

10 . Probabl y encourogod by the full success of o.n 
earl i er , though much nor e el abor a t e , deception schone creating 
the i l l usion of a bui l d- up of Cen:ldio.n forces on the ;.a.riatic 
{Hist Sec Report No. 24 , po.re 63 ), l Cdn I nf Di v bof or e thoir 
departure t o the east coo.st t r ied to nuke the Gemans bolieve 
t hc.t a Canadi e.n assaul t force wns b oin{3 depl oyed in t he Fl or ence 
urea . Rud the Ger nons hoard of this , no doubt t hey would have 
been f urther confirncd in their belief t hat a najor t hrust in 
.that sector was i nni ncnt , By one of tho vago.rics of war , however, 

ti Tho defi ni te expectati on of o.n Ji.llied l o.ndi J;ig i n Southern 
France wo uld pr csunably have n~do such uoo.suros s een l ess 
ur gent ; i n that event tho /..llies \'/Ould s urel y follow t he 
valley of the Rhono to ul icine.te Ni neteenth Ji:rny as a thr eat 
to tho right flank of tl:?.o c.rnies invading Fr ance fi'on t he 
West , but har dl y debouch l aboriousl y fron the nountain passes 
on Kesselring •s deep right flank~ whi ch could bo turned so 
nuch ~ore easily fron Genoa (8 00 :llso para 13, f oo tnote 1.). 

iili PRETZE:LL, Hor s t , Lt- Col , G.s . c . , at that tine Firs t 
Oper at i ons Of f i cer of T~nth .hrn.v, in his post -war nar rative : 
"Mat eria l f or the Presentati on of the Bnt t l e of Rictni " 
s cid : 

I n anti thesis t o Tenth Ju:ny, unti l a f ter t he 
niddl e of Augus t o .B.SW cQung t o t he bvlief 
t hat t he eneny would execute a l arge- scal e 
l andi ng i n the Genoe area o • o ' 

(981 . 0ll (D3 ) , t r anslation, p ~3) 
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the Gernans , although at the tin d sperately e..nxious to obtain 
infornation r egarding .:.J.liod dispositions along the .rno , and 
dospi te the groat nunber of ci vili l.IlS in tho p.ro , apparcn tly 
never hoard of tho "Rod Patchos 11 h .... ving been seen there . C eful 
pe1·usa.l of e.11 a.vn.i l o.ble rec or ds of Fourteenth .roy for the 
p riod from 6- 26 Jug rov als onl y a few c esuel reforonces to Can­
adian for ces : 

12 J Accor ding to rcli b l o sources 56 Inf Div 
and 5 Cdn ..rnd Div confirncd in the rear 
area of Ei th J.r, ••• 

17 J.ug 

ticcording to r dio i ntorc ption , Ce.ncdia.n 
for!r.tions ~outh of Florence . 

ccording to prisoner of war statenonts : 
Can.~dian t anlcs ~tt?.chod to 8 Ind Div . 

(G.M.D.S. - 62242/1 , Fourteenth ~ny, Int Reps 1 Jul -
30 Sep 44 , vol 3, Kurzneldungcn , 1 2 i~ug Md 17 l.1.ug 44 ). 
(Photostats 981JJ..O .(D207} ruid (D208)). 

Tho "accidentel '' capture by th0 eneny of a well coo.chod menber 
of a Field Security Section for instance , then , as on some other 
occ sions , night have gro~tly strangthonod tho total efrect of 
d copti ve no.-.s res ; the ain er Diary of Fourteu th ·.roy for the 
period contains unusunlly frcqu n't ref or enc cs to intensive 
reconnaissance work , nm on l~ .. ug tho ple~inti vo stat rnnt : 

Tho taking of prisoners Ll. ts with difficulties , as 
the opponent refuses to boco o ongngod in close 
conbat . 

(G. M.D.S. - 62241/1 , Fourteenth J..rny , W.D. 4 , 1 Jul -
30 Sop , 14 Aug ~~r } 

Due to the great inportonc c of keeping tra.ck of JJ.liad changes 
in disposi ti ans , Fourtoonth J..rny at th tine wa.s issuing revised 
versions of t c 1'Eneny Si tu tion · p 11 at intervals of th.re to 
four days . one of t hese naps show C".D.~dian forces as being in 
tho Florence o.re j 1 Cdn Corps v, as fi r 1 y belicv d to be conplete 
in t o reserve of Eighth ;rny. (G •• D.S . - 62242/2 , Fourt nth 
J.QY , J .. ppx to Int Reps 1 Jul - 30 S .... p 44} 

13 tUg 

11. Mainly in order to fncilitnto the disongager;nnt 
of 115 Pz Gren R0 t ~nd other elenunts of 15 Pz Gren Div for 
the purpose of joining tho /.roy Group Reserve , a local withdrawal 
of the left wing of 51 ~n Corps was ordered f or th night 13/14 
J .. u g . 76 Corps for the - o.,y reportod orcly harassin fire end 
encounters vd assault dctachnents . ..t 0915 hours Generals Herrii 
and v . Vietingb.off discuss d e situation on the telephone ; err 
said thet local attacks , but definitely not a najor attack, were 
being expect d on the l eft wing ; v. Vi tin off sfti that the Corps 
would have to get use~ to the idea of losing 1 P ~ Div ; he did not 
think , however , that the Jllies were planning a lr>.nding in It ly. 
Horr agreed , and expressed tho belief that the landing woul d tak 
pJ:aoo in France . (G.M.n .s . - 61437/.5 1 Tenth 1.xmy, .n.8, .Appx 13-
16 ~ug , A,ppx 286 , tel cons 13 ~ug } (Photostat 981JuO.(D205)) 

~ ~' Traugott , Gen of Pz Tps , cond 76 Pz Corps 
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14 ··:ug 

12. There was no f i ght i ng of any consequm ce in the area 
of Tenth A;rrry , 305 Inf Div (¥Q t.h hond~uartcrs at Badia Prataglia ) 
extended its commrnd ov r tho ~roa previously hel d by 15 Pz Gren 
Div . Headquarters 76 Pz Corps were ost~b lished nt Gradarn (south­
east of Cattolica ) . l En 4 Pz ReGt (n G.H. Q. tank formation ) was 
pl ncod under tho direct ~o- an~ of ?6 Pz Corps (ibid , ~ppx 304) , 
(P1 otostc.t 981 i.10 , ( D209) ' -

15 a UG 

13. The dey•s tactical developnonts on the J:ray front 
were of a ninor nnture ; har ssing fire on the l oft wing of 71 
Inf Div incr eased in int nsity; strikingly steppad- up 1.llied 
aerial activity included bonbard.nont of the city and port of 
Ravenna , In the area of Corp s Witthoeft 98 I nf Div was now com­
plete in its assigned positions . ht 0700 hours the Naval Liaison 
Offi cer notifi ed fµmy Hend~ters by telephon of the Allied 
l andings in Southern France • lppa.runtly no furthe r news re­
garding this developnent wes rQccived during th e d ; in uncertain 
anticipati on of the possible repercussions , tho day's telephono 

~ Iten 981Ja.l.O;(D209) is co plete set of photostatic r epro-
ducti ons of Tenth J.:rr:zy t s daily final situation reports to 
0 . B . ffi for the period 11- 31 1 u ~ i , 

liii If onl y to show thnt "an ar uy - i s an o.rI!ly" wherever you 
find it , a messu e is quoted bo l ow that was addr essed to 
cJ.l Go!lfl r al Sta.ff Off ic ers by Col-Gen Heinz Guderian 
(uppointcd J .. cting Chie f of J.:rey General Staff o.fter the 
at teLlP t on Hitl er' s life) : 

2·r cTul The port end co :md techni que of the 
Genorel Steff is wisatisfe.ctory . Reports 

14 JU -· 

ust be nn.de consci nti ously . Expressi ns 
li o 11i:f possible - '"'S soon s tho si tua­
tion lows - ns e rule - for t e tine 
b ing" o signs of s nile calcification 
and will not b c usod . ... 

Guderian 
Tenth Ji:rr:iy to 0 .B . SW : J.l notifiod, 

(G .M.n.s . - 61437/5 , Tenth J.:rmy , w.n.8, 
:ppx 13 -16 Aug . ...ppx 312 .... c.nd 312b , 14 
:ug 44 ) 

Dli uuch us ful i nfor ne. tion rogard.in the dcvcl opncn ts in Southerr_ 
Frence will be f ound in : Hist Div u.c: . D pt of t J , Man­
uscripts of G r::.icn Offic -rs , 11Tho Italian C e.i~n " , P t II, 
Chap 6, "Tho Develop ant of the i U"' i on in or -Western 
Italy in Connection with the J.liod Landing i n Southern Franc:, 
(Photostat 981SOM(D80j) . The definiteness wi..th which G nural 
Rocttigor thoroin speaks of tho oxpoc te.tion by fiXCT!f Group 11c 11 

of an JJ.li cd landins in Southern Fro.nee can hardly be r econ­
ciled with the nany indic ations in canto porary docunents 
(H.S. Report No . 24, pnra 74 ) of KossolrinB'S belief t hat a 
L.nd ing at Gonoa was jus t as probab l e . 1 ccording to t he 
records there is no doubt that mos t uonoral officers of tho 
.roy Gro up c>..--pe c ted tho l !:'.D.di ng to take p l nc on the French 

coast . \lb. thor Kos~ulring shard this opi nion but- stressed 
th dan.Ber of 1 landinp.: on the I tali c ... st i n or der to spur 
on his co and scan ot be det er · n d ithout ref 0r nc to 
the .r y Group 's rccor $ written t the.t tin.o . Unfortunat el y 
th i:iso ar o not e.vailc_bl • 
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conversations were sho r t and desult ory'.§ . (G . M.D.S. - 61437/1, 
Tenth JJIJY , W .D. 8 , 15 Ji.ug 44 ). A now "Schematic Order of Battl e" 
of Tenth /.:rny was i ssued during th e d ny ; u 1)hotost atic copy 
and tr rui slation of t he· documents apponr a s APpe::mdi x 11 A" to this 
r eport . (G.M.D.S . - 61437/.5 , Tenth Arny, W. D. 8 , .Appx 13- 16 Aug , 
Appx 338b , 1.5 Aug 44) (Photostat 981A10 . (D210)) . 

16 Aug 

14 . With Marshal Kesselring having been call ed to 
Hi t l erts Headquarters i n connection with t he developments in 
Southern Fr anc e , the day's t elcphone conversations wer e mainly 
between Ro et tiger OJ.Jd v . Vi etinghoff . f'Jny Group "C 11 had no 
infor mati on f r om t ho l a t est invasion front ; th e Armed Forces 
Hi gh Corm:nand was sai d to be i n t he sano position . 76 Pz Corps 
reported a further i ncrease in t he i ntensity of harassing fire 
on tho s ectors of 278 and 71 Inf Divso Thi s was tu.ken as a sure 
sign tha t n r esumption of t he Polish a dvance was i I:lillinent , and 
it wns decided t o l et t ho opponent compl e te his depl oyment and 
tb:n t o make a quick l ocal withdr awal t o the l ine Pagino - 1,5 
km south of Barchi - Mel ani - l kD. nor t h -west of Fudi (on the 
coa st ). (G. M.D. S . - 61437/5 , Tenth i'Jrry , w.n . 8, ·11.ppx 13- 16 Aug , 
Appx 348b , t el cons 16 li.UB 44 1 (Photostat 981Jtl0 . (D205 ))..(Fornal 
consent by J..:rmy Group "C" : Ibid , Appx 37.5 , 16 Aug ) 

17 Aug 

1.5 . In connection wi t h t ho pr obl en of Ji.lli ed dispositions 
in the Ji.dri atic sectar , tho oonno.nder of 76 Pz Corps made the 
following r enarks : 

0910 hrs Herr - v . Vie tinghoff 

••• During t he l nst f ew days t qo voluno of traffic in 
t he mountains has b een r Qther s triking . I do not think 
that thi s neans a troop nove!!1.ont . In J.ncona the enemy 
is unl oading busily; it nuy be a ssuned that there are 
novenents of supply eoinc on , which extend far inland . 

~ The increasing audacit y of t he Italian suerillns a t the tine 
was r eflected i n a telephone conversation of that day: 

1300 hrs WENTZELL, (Fritz , Mo. j -GEm , c . of S . Tonth· J~y-) -
ROETTIGER , (Lt-Gen , C. of S . l1:rmy Group ''C 11 

) 

W: Her e wo a r c having f earful trouble, Four 
Italic..ns have been shot b etween the f.:rmy 
coLJDand cr' s residence and ; .. r rw headquarters . 
Tho gu erilla s have t aken horses fron the ' 
f o.rnyards . Thet to o was in the vicinity of 
the headquart ers. ri1ho J...rcy colilLl.ondor is 
f urious a.nd i nsists so ne action be taken 
l ost /,;:my headquarters itself be attacked 
in t hu end ••• it i s c erto..i n ly nl arming 
when 300 metros f r on our headquarters four 
Italians have t o be l ai d l ow; ••• our 
sentries er e all Santa Clauses f! ery 01© ••• 
(G. M.D.S . - 61437/5, Tenth Arm:y , W.D.8, Appx 
13-16 Aug , AP.PX 326b, t el cons 1.5 Aug 44) . 
(Phot ost at 9811.io . (D205) ) 
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ccordine to the ropor ts - 300 vehicles per hour -
it Dus t be a colossal nechanizod novonent . It aould 
of course be that the enemy ts excha..riging soDe of the 
foreign. troops for recQnneissance units - pressure 
nust be put on Schrank~ or Ra~pk to get hold of a 
prisoner so ehow . Tho or er has alraa y been given . 
J dead En~ lishnan has been oun in the area where the 
co otion~has bJan -oinG o ; tho whole thing be a 
relic novere nt.. • • • 

(G . .. D.S . - 61437/6 , Tonth ;r . , 
i.1:11; , 1 px 374b 1 tel co:i "!..'7 1 ug 

981 J.O (D20.5) ) 

.n.8 J 1 ppx 17-19 
) . \Photostat 

16 . Th landing ~t soille s had now made a ma.jar 
landing at G noa :?air improbable , a d in the evoning of 16 .b.ug 
Ventzell had sai~ o HPuser~~ 

1810 hrs ••• Looking at the s~t ation as a 11hole we 
have too much in Italy ; tak · ng the broader 
vi w, the troops r e no needed else vhere ••• 

(Ibid, tel cons 16 1 ug 44 ) 
(Wfi..10 ~ (D205)) 

It was therefore no surprise whon in the morning of 17 .. ug tho 
order was rocoi vod throygh tho headquarters of J.;rmy Group "C" 
for i mmediate dispatch [ to O,B.WestJ o~ 15 Pz Gron Div via the 
Brenner Pass , Tho pertinent orders fI om Jl.I'my Group to Army, 
and f ram J~m:fl to .51 NJ:tn Corps aro b 0ing rotained in photostatic 
form (981AlO,(D211) and (D21 2 ) ). (G. rn •• s . ~ 61437/6, Tenth ' 
J.rmy , W .D . 8 , Ji.ppx 17-19 Aug , li..ppx 374 ond 373, 17 Aug ~4 ) 

18 ..1Ug 

17, On this day 51 Mtn Corps reported sporadic harassing 
fire and liv ely vehicle traffic on tho road west of the J.,;rno from 
Talla to the BJrth and on the road Mon~ rchi - Cittu di Castelloo 
76 Pz Corps reported somo harassing firo in tho sector of. 5 Mtn Div 
and , in the early e vening , incroo.sing prossuro on tho outposts of 
71 and 278 Inf Divs . Tho outpost 0101:1 nta of both divisions 1.•1ere 
forced to yield ground t thoso of tho f o r er division at c .. Micci 
( 2 km Si Monte PorzioJ , those of tho .attor at Mandolfo , t 
ondolfo the PoJish inf'antry wes suppo~te by artillery and ground 

attack airplanes . (G •• D. S . - 61437/1, T ·nth 'J:r:zy , i .D . 8 , 18 
Jug ) 

18 . Whi..l.B the senior of fie s of Ton th .:rmy continued 
their vague sp cul..,tions rognrding tho n o.ning of the intensive 
traffic in the rear nr "'as pf tho oppo c t, t daily intelligence 
report of Fourteenth ..rny (for unkno :i t o doubt;, i f thoy .. 
woro known. , interesting rorrsons) en i L-d the folloWing item: 

From reliable source : Unusu~lly largo suppl y transports 
o.rc boing carried out at tho present t·me in t e ~riatic 

soctor . Thay i nclude bridgi equip nt . In connection 
with th intc siv ri c.ct· vity i that s ct r it 

coms that tho ono y thoro is no.king preparations for 

1ili HlllSER , Wolf , Maj-Gan , c . of s . Four t onth J...rny 
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l argo- scale operations , * 

(G.M.D.S , - 62242/1 , Fourteenth J;Xny, Int nop : l Jul - 30 Sep 
44, vol 3, Kurzoeldungen , 18 J .. ug 44) . (Photostat 981L.10 . (D213 )} 

In t!lc oeantwe M~shal K(;ssolring had r eturned from Hitler' s 
headquarters , and the morning conversation with tho cornnonder 
of Tenth Ji:rrny opened as foll ows : 

0910 hrs v. Vieting.hoff - Kesselring 

K: I ho.ve just b &on awny for two days 
things looking down yo Ul' way? • • • how o.re 

v .V: At the front of tho righthand Corps all is quiet , 
but in front of tho Corps on tho left , in 
Schrank' s area ond 1Jast thereof , for sone days 
rather marked activity h~s been observed behind 
the eneny front . Whether , as tho Corps thought 
et first , that is only in connection with supply 
traffic which is now passing through .Jlcona, I 
do not know, I think it possiblo too that he is 
bringing in c now Br~zilfo.n or Greek division , 
In any case it is still doubtful what is happening 
there ••• 

(G .M.D. s . - 61437/6 Tenth /..rny, W.D. 8 , Appx 395, t e l cons 18 
:i.ug 44 ) . (Photostat 981JJ_O , (D205}) 

During tho morning a Deoting had b een arrungod f or the next day 
between v, Viotinghofi' and Kosselringo In o. tel0phone conver­
sation at 10.50 hr s C. of S . Ju:ny Group "C 11 infornod O. of s. 
Tenth iiXDY for the boncfi t of tho J.;..·rzy conr:1o.nd or that tho question 
of tho transfer of 5 Mtn Div would be broached by Kesselr ing at 
tho forth.coning necting (ibid) , -

19 L.ug 

19 . Tho ta.ctictl buil d- up of Eighth Arny on the Adri atic 
wa.s now in full swing , and the Poles incrc!l.sed pressure on tho 
coast to the point whore ponotr~tions at verious points brought 
hone to the Gcrna.ns the necessity of replacing wea:ry 278 Inf Div 
by str onger fornations or risk ~ breakthrough to the Green Line . 
Even without being aware of tho tio.ssivc forces boing concentratod 
in tho a.roa by the opponent , Tenth /.:roy and 76 Pz Corps judged 
thcnsolvos to bo in an awkward position duo to tho certainty that 
tho fully nannod and well led 5th Mountain Division would have to 
l oavo t he J.:rny area , 90 Pz Gron Div woul d of course have been 
effective in tho Genoa area , but was unsuited for opcr eti ons in 
~he Wostorn J ... l ps ,. and it coul d bo expec t ed tho.t in the absence of 
----------------------------------~--- ~ ~ Tho fac t that tho s i gni ficant cmtter of tho bridging equip-

nent wa.s not ment i onud in tho conversations of Tenth Ji:rr:zy nay 
point to o.n·unsutisfactory condition in tho dissen.ination of 
i nfor.oation , Tenth /,;rnyt s Intelligence file fo~ August 19·1-4 
i s barren of inforr:nti on ; tho records of 76 Pz Corps a r e not 
available ; tho nonthly Intelligence SuIJDary of the /..rny l ooks 
as if it had been prepc.rod hurriedly at a later date . On the 
besis of the avail~blc materiel i t cannot bo usoerteined whether 
the J.:rnyt a i ntelli gence personnel had lost face over the pre­
vious fiasco , whether it continued to supply erroneous conclusions~ 
or was unable to obtain any infornation at all ; a t any rate the 
telephone conversations for the period do not contain the onco 
fru:rilinr phrase : 11 Iey Intelligence Officer tells ne11 , 
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unduly aln.rming developments on tr.e li.driatio coest .5 Mtn Div would 
be transferred t o the Italo-French border . Tho upshot of the dayts 
prol onged consultc.tions w.J.s an or d0r fron Tenth b:roy for tho r t; ­
grouping of 76 Pz Corps . Ji.. photoste..tic r-'.)pr oduction o.nd a trans­
lation of tho order appoer as. J.,ppondix "B 11 'tD this roportii'. JD£ • 

(Photostat 98l1J.O, (D214 )) (G . IJ.:J .S . - 6143?/6 , Tenth /.:roy , W.D. 8, 
J..ppx 1? -19 !i.ug, J..ppx 418 , 19 J.,ug 4~-) 

20, This order provided for the transfer , by t he norning 
of 23 Aug, of 1 Para Div to t ho Groen IJ.no - f or ofi uld position 
(along tho north bank of tho Motauro ri vor ) , f ollowod by tho with­
drawo.l of 278 Inf Di v through 1 Para Div and thence laterally to 
tho sec tor of 5 Mtn Div, whoroupon the l~tt cr would withdr aw and 
move of f to a destination to be indico.t0d by O.B. SW. The "Red 
Line " of ; Mtn Div, referred to in para 2, section b , of the re ­
grouping order, was the di vis:i. onul portion of on intermediate de­
f ence l ine forward of the Green Line - forefie l d positi on ; it ex­
tended f r om the Corps· boundary at 4 km. 'north- east of Mer catello -
4 km south of Lunano - M:>nte Nuovo - S o Apollinare (1 . 5 km south­
south-west of Pieve di Cogna ) - Pal lino (5 km north- north- east of 
Ur bino ) . A picture of tho original positions of 76 Pz Corps and 
51 Mtn Corps , as they were on 19 JJJ.g bofor o the beginning of tho 
withdrawals o.nd r egroupings , is being r~taincd for purposes of 
r ef erence in the f orm of photostatic copies of tho following wcll-
prepar ed s i tuati on maps : ' 

981Al.O . ~D215) 7~ Pz Corps , si t map 19 Aug 44 
981Al.OelD216 l 76 Pz Corps , artil l ery positions 19 hUg 44 
9811u.o; D217 .51 Mtn Cor ps , sit map 19 1~ug 44 
981.Alo. D218 51 Mtn Corps , arti llery positions , 19 hug 44 

(G. M.D. s . - 61437/ 18 1 Ten th Army, w.n . 8 , s i t maps 14- 19 Aug 44 ) 

21, Part ly in order to conform wi th the d ovel opments 
in the ar ea of 76 Pz Cor ps , ani partl y to expedite tho ur gentl y 
desi red extricat i on of the l ase el ements of 15 Pz Gren Div f r om the 
f ront (particularl y the Reconnaissance Battali on ) , during the · 
• 
• Notes on the pe r sonal meeting of that day between Kesselring 

o.nd v , Vietinghoff are not nvaila.blo ; nruch relevant d o~a.i l 

appears however in the records of tho day' s telephone con­
versations between the vo.ri ous Chiefs of Staff , 

(G . M.D.s . - 61437/6 , Tenth J,;rmy , w.n . 8 , hPPX 17- 19 kug, Appx 
417 , 19 /JJ.g 44 ) (Photostat 981J..10o(D205) ) 

., 
Kit At 2310 hrs Went zell said to Hauser : 

••• The enemy picture is that 8 Ind Div ane. 6 Brit :.rnd Di v 
(sic ) are on our inter-army boundc.ry. Then 4 I nd Di v 
is in our vicini ty in the Soltino area . Wi th us , 
ther e seems to bo ono division missi ng - 4 Bri t .Div. 
He seems to be putting more. and more in reserve , 
Now one must soo what he is going to do with al l 
these reser ves •• • On our east wing there is some 
troub l e ; Hoppa t a inf an try are no longer nny good 
and we must put Heidrich in ther e ••• (ibi d ) -
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day Tenth 11:rmy r equested and obtained the consent of J~my Group 
for the gradual withdrawal. of 51 Mtn Gorps to the ''Red- Blue Line ", 
one of the intermediato defence lines forward of the Green Line­
forefie l d position . (G.M.n .s . - 61437/6 , Tenth Ju·my, Vl .D . 8 , Appx 
17- 19 Jl.ug , i~px 420 , 19 J.,,ug 44) 

20 Aug 

22 . In the early hours of the day Tenth J..rmy received 
a directive from O.B. SW authorizing a withdrawal to the Green Line 1 

forcfield position in the urea of 76 Pz Corps end e.nnouncing the 
i ilID.vdiate r0turn of 4 Para Regt to the Division . A photostatic 
copy and a translati on of tho docW!lent appear e.s Appendix "C" to 
this report (G.M.n .s . - 61437/7 t Tonth J..rmy, w. n . 8 , li.ppx 437a, 20 
hug 44) (Photostat 981/J.O. (D219J ) 

23 . When during the da.y considerablo pressure developed 
on tho elements of 278 Inf Div at Cer asa , 76 Pz Corps decided to 
carry out t ho withdrawal to the north bank of tho Metuuro in two 
quick bounds . For the night 20/21 Lug a move to an intermediate 
lino still f orward of the Green Line- for cfi old position was 
ordered* (ibid , APPX 437b , 20 Aug 44) (Photostat 981J..1.0 . (D220)) . 
The Metauro would then be crossed during the night 21/22 Aug 
(i,'Qi,d. , Ji.ppx 438 , issued 20 Aug : dc.tcd 21 1 .. ug 44) (Photost at 
~O. (D221)) • 

24 . Tenth JJ:my' s "Enemy Si tuc.tion Mnp " for 20 Aug 
appears in photostatic f orm as Ji.Ppendix "D" to this report ; 
it will be noted that 1 Cdn Corps was shown complete in 
Eighth ·/..r~y Reserve (ib~g , Appx 49l a , 22 Aug 44 ) (Photostat 
981J .. 10.(Dl96c ), r epeated from H. S . Report No . 24 , /..ppx 11H11 ), 

2.5 . Conposi ti on and strength of Tor.th Army on 20 Aug 
wore reflected in the "Weekly Report" issued on that day (ibid , 
Appx 447 , 20 Aug 44) (Photostat 981; .. 10. (D222)) . Some of t~ 
inforoation contained i n that r eport ho.s b een extr acted and re­
arranged for the purpose of supplying a rough picture of the 
Ji.rnyts strength at that tine : 

Ton th Ji.rmy 20 ~·~ug 44 

Battalions .51 Mtn 76 Pz Corps Total 
Corps Cor ps Witthoeft 

Strong (ovor 400 } 4 8 11 
Hodium (b el ow 400 ~ 13 8 2 
b,vere..ge (b elow 300 13 11 2 
Weak (bel ow 200 ~ 8 :1 -Exhausted (below 100 

Total 38 28 1.5 

a This inter~ediate line extended inland fro~ Madonna del 
Ponte (on the coast ) - Palonbara - Piagge - south of 
cavnllara - r ond junction south- oast of Villodelmonte -

23 
27 
26 
9 

81 

Isola di Fa.no - s . Martino doi Muri - Manto Scatto - Molleone -
Secchiano . (3 km west of cagli) - Font e di Correto (7 • .5 km 
west of Oagli) - J.,pocchi o - north of Fontana Pnrnacciano 
(9 . ko south- south- west of Mcrcatcllo ) . (Decoded from li.PPX 
437b ' i bi d ) -
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.51 tn 76 Pz Corps Total 
Guns (with Inf' Divs) Corps Corps Witthoeft 

A~-Tk guns medium 9 9 
A.-Tk guns heavy 78 .50 27 1.5 .5 
Guns l ight 119 107 61 287 
Guns heavy 24 2.5 1.5 64 
1 s saul t guns 24 20 7 51 
Propaganda projectors 4 4 

IDT :..L 2.54 206 110 .570 

21 ug 

26 . In the absence of any pronounced pressure on 
the r i ght wing of 76 Pz Corps O . B . SW oay now have fel t that 
a mer e authorization to fall back (para 22 above ) llight fai l to 
bring i mmediate resul ts , and at 0015 hrs 21 Aug he issued an 
ardor for the withdrawal of the .r to the Red Line : 

The d velopment of the situntion requires the earl 
col:IClit ent of .5 Mtn Div on the Italian Fr ch border . 
To accelerato the taking out of ·tliis di visi. on the 
J:ey withdraws to the Rod Lina •• • 

(G •• n .s . - 61437/7 , Tanth ;.r , · .D. 8t ppx 20- 2.5 .. ug • i'1JPX 
464a , 21 ug ) (Photostat 981 U.O . (D2 23 ) J 

27 . Following a wi thdra .. c. l during thEJ ni ght , .51 Mt n 
Corps remain~d undisturbed during tho day , but in the aroa of 
76 Pz Cor ps fighting dovolopEJd in all divisional sectors , and in 
the coastal sGctor reached such proportions that 278 Inf Div 
was forced to cr oss tho atauro in tho a fternoon , and not during 
t h night 21/22 Jug as had b en plann originally. {G •• n .s . -
614 37 /1 , Tenth i:rny , -.D .8 , 21 ~ ug 44) , In the oan tine 1 Pora 
Div vas IilOvin south ar s to tho north bank o tho etauro and 
on the following day ass d co rui of the soct of 278 Inf 
Div (ibid , 22 Jug) . On Tonth .ri;:iyt s situation ap for 2l ·ug 
tho north bank of the etauro was sh as b i g hold by th 
units of 278 Inf Divi o that of 22 1 .. ug by thoso of 1 p~~e Div 
(G •• D.S. - 61437/9 , Tenth /Jr;iy , l .D.8, sit naps 20- 29 J,.,ug 44) . 

28 . During tho day it had been montion c1 in telephone 
conversati ons that 334 Inf Div too miglit now hav8 to be moved 
to ano ther theatre of w ( G . ~ . D .S . - 61437/1 1 Tenth fi:rmy, W.D.8, 
21 Au ) . J.J.though thore wore then no signs of ma jor action in 
the J .. driatic sector , Gonoro.l v . Victin off expr essed concern 
over the depletion of bis forces in a ne orandun to O.B. 'l , in 
which he requested a obile di vision a J..rny r eserve by 1 Sep 
at the latest , possibly fro Fou teenth J..:rny and in exchange for 
98 Inf Div (G •• D . S . - 61 3?/? , Tenth .1..1.'ny , l .D . 8 1 ppx 20- 25 

- ug , ppx 46.5 , 21 .. ug) (Pho toste.t and Trans l a tion 981AlO . (0224)) 

22 J:ug 

29 . The situation raap of Tenth Lrny for 22 and 23 Aug 
is being retained in photostatic forn (G.M.n .s . - 61437 / 19 , T0nth 
tJny, w.n.8, sit :craps 20- 29 Aug 44 (' hotostat 981AJ.O .(D22.5J ) 
According to this nap and as shown in tho ar Diary of Tenth J.Jmy 
(G •• D.S . - 61437/1 , Tenth J.:rny , T.D . 8, 22 and 23 ug) tho front 
lino of 76 Pz Corps on those two days was as follo1s : 
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Ospizio (on tho coo.st , 2 kn NW Fano) - Bignano Zacchini 
( .5 kn SW Fo.no - due north Carrara - C .s . Anna ( 4 kIJ 
SE Monbaroccio ) - s . Francesco (1 . 2 kn SE Serrungarina ) 
- Parra di Gaifu (5 kn Vl . ] 'ossoubr one ) - Point 696 (7 
kn SSE Fcrnigne.no , on the north bank of the Candigliano 
ri vcr ) - due north of /i.cqualagno. - south end of the 
railway tunnel 7 kn SSW Fcrni311e.no ; due sout h of tho ' a' 
in Frontino di Naro ) - s . Vinconc!l di Candiglie~i (? kn 
SVI Urb~a) - Canotory Picvo C:oi Gre.tl;icoli ( 5 kn SE 
Morcatcllo } - Ripa dell /J. to - M. Morricic ( 8 kn SS'// 
ttorcatollo) - il Montaccio ( 7 . 5 kn S\I Morce.tello) . 

30. Tho day's telephone convcrsati ons were carried out 
by officers of lesser renk than usual . They r ovcalod a nood of 
satisfied well- bei ng . Nineteenth J;rn.y was roundly criticized 
for its poor porforcencc , r outine business was discussed , the 
onl..!cy situation in tho :_d.Xia.tic sector w~s not ncnti oned at all and 
the atnosphcrc s eoncd to be free fron any sonso of urgency. lit 
the sane tine n f ew nilcs further south the Eighth J;rey was s l ipping 
into asscnb l y positions for its drive through the Gothic Line . 
(G. M. D. S . - 61 437/7 4 Tenth Arny,_ Yl .D. 8 , .;1ppx 20- 25 J .. ug, Appx 482 , 
tel cons 22 i .. u g 4-4) \Photostat 9tll/..lO . {D205) ) 

31. How far in the noantine the constant fight agai nst 
t ho partisans in tho r ear e r oas had dogonoratcd into a series of 
nurderous Gerraan no..rauding expodi tions can be gathered f ron a 
warnins issued i n this connection by M::irsha l Kesselring on 22 
Aug . A photostatic copy and o. translation of tho docunent ~ppear 
as Appendix ''E" to thi s report . (~, Appx 489a) (981J .. 1 0 . D226 )) 

23 Aug 

32. I n t ho area of 51 Mtn Cor ps tho gradual wi t,hdr awal 
to the Roel Lino was continued ; i n that of 76 Pz Corps .5 Mt n 
Div roper tou that the enmy ho.d obsorve<l the withdrawals and 
occupi ed Acqualngno.. 71 Inf Div r eported sorao increase i n the 
harassing ~iro on its sector ; 1 Para Div reported that t h e 
opponent had crossed tho Metauro river end wo.s digging in on 
bo~h b".nks* (G. M. D. s . - 61,~37/l , Tenth fl:ruy, W.D . U, 23 Aug ) . 

33 . Regarding /.llicd o.ir activity the Main War Diary 
of Tenth Juray carried tho f ollowine notation : 

Strikingl y intensive activity of bonbers and fi ghter­
bonbcrs , pc.rticul~rly e.ttacks on the railroad stetions 
a l ons tho Via Enilia (prosunably for the purpose of 
disturbine tho r ccocnizod novencn ts of .5 Mtn and 15 Pz 
Gren Di vs) c.nd on the coeste.l def cnco zone of 98 Inf 
Div. ,"JJ. attack by 94 =our- nvtor 0d bonbers on the in­
custrinl section c.ncl tho r cilwo.y station of Ferr ara 
caused heavy C!!!lage. 

(Ibid , 23 J .. u g ) -
3~ . Tho records of t~c tolophonc convcrea t i ons for 
thls dc.y c.nd for nany days thvroaftor ',-;cro filled with recitals 
of endless difficulties QUO to eir attacks in the dispatch of 
5 tltn Div to the Vfost . (Pholiostnt 9811.i.o. (D205 )) . J~ fleeting 
rofcroncc to the oncuy situati on was ~~de during the day by 
Wentzell, who seid to Runkel ft".ti : 

* hccording to Tenth .Lrny ' ~ situation nap for 22 and 23 hug 
(soc para 29 above ) this crossing wo uld soon to have taken 
pla.co nc a.r the coast in the vi cinity of Madonna dcl Ponte . 

li3£ ImNKEL Honnint:; \'icr nGr , (cnllud .:'.Fritz") , Col , c. of s . 76 
Pz Corps 
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unrortunately the enemy situation is vory obscure • 
Tho J,;rny hc.s r ocoived o. report on l arge naval uni ts 
o.t Pol a but this r eport was later withdrawn . In 
spite of that , such reports are soncwhat disturbi ng· 
nnd nothiD.G nust b o taken a.way fron Corps Witthoeft . 

(G . ll.D.S . - 61437/7 , Tontli /u-ny t Vi .:) . 8 , /iJ>pX 502, tel cons 23 
/a.ug 44) (Fhotosto.t 981Al0. (D205 J) 

24 li.Ug 

35 . ·on tho wholo t ho day was uneventful on the front 
of Tenth Arny. Tho Armoured Reconnaissance Battalion of 15 Pz Gren 
Div finally l eft the o.rou of 51 Mtn Corps to join the nass of 
tho Division now waiting to novo off via the Brenner Pass . Of 
5 Mtn Div, tho Field Roplncenent Battali on was entrained near 
Forli , l Bn 85 Mtn Jg Rogt was ready for loading near Bologna, 
anQ. after darkness had set in 3 Bn 85 Mtn Jg Regt noved off in 
vehicles towards Mantua with tho intention of entraining when 
and whore possible. In conparison with the preceding day Alli ed 
air activity had l essoned ; the nain subject of the day•s tele ­
phone conversation was the plan to croato an Arrn:y reserve by 
wi thdrawing 334 Inf Div fron tho fronto In the afternoon 51 Mtn 
Corps recci ved orders to extricate one half of the di vis:i. on by 
30 /Lug , and to Dake arrangenent s perm tti ng a r emoval of the 
other half on short notice . (G.M.n .s . - 61437/l , Tent h f'J:'O.Y , 
\'T . D . 8, 24 J .. ug 44 ) 

36. Ins true tions for the wi thdrawo.l of 334 Inf Div fron 
tho front and the corresponding widening of t he s ec t or s 
of tho reno.ining divisions wer~ laid down in a Corps Ordor issued 
on tho a .mo day. (G. M.-D .s . - 62296/4 , .51 Mtn Corps , w.n . 3, vol 
' C' of Appx, J.ppx C 386 , 24 Aug 44) . (Photostat 981AlO . (D2 2?) ). 
Possibly due to his careful training in the old Austrian General 
Staff , General Fourstein wo.s ever ready to explain the reasons 
for his actions , and tho Corps Order began with a description of 
the oneny si tuc.tion on tho Corps front : 

Very considcro.blo enocy f orces have been withdrawn 
fron the Corps front for co!JIJitnent in Southern 
France or seotl.ingly also on t ho J.1.driatic coast . At 
tho present tine , on the rieht wing of tho Corps 
8 Ind Div has boon oonfirned with its right wing o.t 
Pontassi eve. Enstwc.rds of the Arno it is not known 
to what extent 6 Brit Arnd Div has been withdrawn fron 
the front and replaced by another division (4 Ind Div?) . 
Now as before 10 Ind Div (with 9 Brit /,;rey Tank Bde 
attached) co.n be nssuoed to be on both sides of the Tiber 
and with tho ric;ht wing extending to the area west of 
San Sopolcrofl i .. t tho nonent only irregular f or .oat i ons 
seen t o be in the ad j oining sector . · 

Thero o.re no indications of eny kind pointing to the 
arrival of now oneny f orI:Jations , a nd for the time 
being, therefore , no large- scale attacks are to bo 
expoctod. For this r oason Tenth Army has ordered 
tho withdrawal of 3 31, Iner Div to f m:o an /~ re ser ve• 
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25 Aug 

37 . AS far as Tenth A;rmy was concerned 25 Aug was a 
q.uiet day; the sun was shining brightly and it was very hot. 
(G. .D .s •. - 614 37 /1, Tenth Ji:rmy, .D . B, 25 Aug 44} . Gener-ala. 
v . Vietingb.off and Heidrich were on l eave (Tel cons 25 1 26 , 27 1 
28 Aug) (Photostat 981Al0 .(D205)) . entzell and Kesselring · 
were in telephonic conrn1nication at 1010 hrs : 

---

K: Whatts new with you? 

W: · Nothing SIS cial is happ ni here . So far the 
withdrawal toward$ the Red Line has proceeded 
according to plan , 

K: What do you know about the enony? 

W: We still do not see very oleai•ly. We get reports 
from one place and another , First there is a 
report fr om the Macerata area that ·something is 
happening there ; then ~ new cavalry regiment is 
supposed to have appeared before 4 Inf Div. 

K: 

K: 

But just because the situati on is so obscure 
we want to withdraw sonothing into reserve. 
Our intm tion is to withdraw one half of 334 Inf 
Div by 30 Aug , and if all goos well we want to 
withdraw the whole Divi~'on. 

That would be very desirable •• • . . 

Otherwise nothing of inportanoe? 

.. 

W: v'th.erwise nothing . We must now watch carefully 
what he is .doing .. Oll t ho 1~driatic . When he S·eos 
Heidrichts men ·ther "ho may tako his for ces 
further inland. 

(G. M.D.S. - 61437/7, Tenth Army , W.D.B, ·APpx 20-25,~ug , Appx 
544 , tel cons 25 Aug) (Photostat 981AlO. (D205)) . 

38. AP~rt from an unusual nunbor of docunont s dealin 
with the dispatch of personnel to vari us training courses , 
the day's r e cords include the dotai ls for a la.r e confer enoe 
called by Tenth Arny for 30 Aug to de· - w:i. th tho problens that 
would arise in the event of a sudden rash of traffic across the 
River Po (ibid ; .Appx 553) (Photost t 981AJ.O.(D228 ))(see also 
para 73 beIO.WT. -The Allied air attacks on the Ravenna - Ferrara 
Bologna trian e had now assWilOd soriJus proporti ons , and in 
addition to the constant strenn of reports of nor destruction , 
word had been rooei ved that tho bi railro d br :idgo north of 
Ferrara had been destroyed. Tenth Jl.":ny notified O.B.SW that th-0 
work of repair was going on by day c.J.d ni t nd that fourteen 
anti-airo.raft batteries were now detailed for tno protection 
of the bridge (ibid, . px .?55 )(Photoatat 9Bi.uo . {D229)) • 
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THE Bi.'PI'LE OF RI MINI ( 25 JJJG - 21 SEP) 

Dispositions of Tonth and Fourtoonth Arm.ios on 25 Aug 

39 . According to Tenth :.rmyt s situation map for 24 and 
25 Aug tho divisions on the land front of thv i\:rmy from l eft to 
right were thon deployed in th0 following ord~r ; tho location of 
headquarters i s given in brackets : 

TENTH .. ·aRMY (Pizzocalvo , 12 km uo.st of Bologna ) 

76 Pz Corps (Grudara ) 

1 Paro. Div 
71 Inf Div 

5 Mtn Div 

(S . Pietro , noo.r Calibuno) 
(Monto Gridolfo , as of 25 _1.ug ) 
(Maccrato. Foltria) 

(In process of being thinned out 
ponding roliE>f by 278 Inf Div . ) 
(~Q 278 Inf Div a t Mcrc~tino cs of 
25 Aug ) 

51 Mtn Corps (Bertinoro) 

114 Mtn J"g Div 
44 Inf Div 

305 Inf Div 
334 Inf Div 

715 Inf Div 

(Badia Todnlda ) 
(Balza ) 
(Badia Pro.t agli o. ) 
(Casale ) 

(preparing for withdrawal 
to form an Army Rosorvo) 

(l km oust of inter - army 
boundary at s . Biagi o , 
south of Vicchio ) 

(G . M.D. s . - 61437/19 , Tenth J.:rmy, W.D. 8, sit maps 
20- 29 Aug, sit map 24 and 25 Aug t:-4 ) (Photostat 
9811..io . (D230a )) 

Tho section of tho above mo.p showing tho dispositions of tho l eft 
wing of 76 Pz Corps o.ppoe.rs in photostatic form as ii,ppcndi x ''F" 
to this r eport (ibid ) (Photostat 981 . .'J.O. (D230b ) ) . In the absence 
of any ovidonco toth.c contraxy, Corps Wi tthooft under direct 
command of Tenth J.rmy with 162(Turc) Inf Div end 98 Ini' Div is 
presumed unchanged i n the co~stc.l cxoa from Cattolica to Ravenna ; 
unchanged also is Venetian Coast Cor.nn_nd. (ns shown in J..ppx 11; .. 11 

to this report) . 

~,o . The f ro:itlino divisions of Fourteenth /,:rmy from tho 
intor-~rmy boundary to the Tyrrh~ni~ So~ w0ro disposed as 
follows : 

1 Pera Corps 

3.56 I nf Div 
4 Pe.re Div 

362 Inf Div 



• 
- 19 -

14 Pz Cor ps 

26 Pz Div . 
67 Inf Div 
16 s .s . Pz Gren Di,/i 

(G. M.D. S . - 62241/3 , Fourteenth J.:rny , s i t naps 1 Jul - 30 Sep , 
sit nap 25 Aug 44 ) 

I n connection wi th the above l ine- up it I!lUSt be noted that 26 
Pz Div had been warned in the afternoon of 24 hug , and during 
the norning , aft ernoon and earl y evening of 25 Aug had received 
prosrcssive ly detail ed orders for i :cu:.iediato withdrawal fron the 
front und assenblinB near Inola as an /Joy Group Reserve . 
(G. M.D.s . - 62241/5 , Fourtoonth Arny, lff .D . 4 , l~PPX 17 JUl - 30 
Aug 44 , foli os 844~ , 846 , 846a ) (Photost at 981J..10 . {D231 }} 

Across the Metnuro and to tho Foglia Ri ver (25/26 - 29 Aug ) 

26 J._ug 

41 . In pursuance of the order fron 0 .B . SW for Tenth 
J.:rcy to wit-hdraw w tho Red Line (para 26 above ) , during the 
night 25/26 Aug 76 Pz Corps was on tho oove f r on the positi ons 
along the Me t auro river i n the direction of this l ine , which i n 
fact was the outpost arouof t ho Groen Li no . 

42 . Tho crossin5 of the Motauro river by the advance 
olenont s of l Cdn Inf Div during the last ninety ninutes of 25 
AU:3 was therefore unopposed and the earl y exploi tation pas t 
tho Vi a Flaninin to Sorrungarina and Saltaru di d not resul t i n 
fiGhtinr. contact wit h 2 Bn 211 Gr on Regt (71 Inf Div} , then 
novi ng ahead of the Canadians in thJ eenoral di rection of 
Monbaroccio , The front lino of 7 6 Pz Corps as at 1000 hrs 26 
J"ug was recorded by Tenth J.:rny on a special nap , which is being 
pernanontl~ retained by Hist Sec (G .S . ) in photostatic forn 
(G. M.n . s . - 61437/19 , Tenth J..rn y , ·:: .n.8, sit naps 20- 29 r .. u$ , 
sit nap 76 Pz Corps 1000 hrs 26 AUG 44) (Photostat 9811..io . (D232 )) . 
A photostatic copy i s also being r et a ined of the situation nap · 
of 51 Mtn Corps for the sano day {ib i d } {Photos tat 98l .A.10 ,{D233) ). 

. -
43 . Gcrnan opposition to the advance of the Canadi an 
units on that duy was not substantial and consi.stod nainl y of 
spor adic rearguard actions , Considerab l e interest however 
attaches to the reactions at higher l evels to the surprising 
dovol opnonts in the Adriatic sector . The subject is dealt with 

l! I n tho reser ve of Fourt eenth 1'..rny at the t i ne wor e 29 Pz Gren 
Div ond 20 G . ~·._ . F . J i v . 3 Pz Gron Div was then being conc en­
trated at Ver ona for transfer [ to O .B .west ] via the Brenner 
Pass . The Divisi on conpleted l oading on 27 Aug and fron then 
on was unavailable for cor:n:l.itncnt by o .B.SVI; it was still 
avai l able in tho cvoninc o f 25 Aug ,when in r esponse to t-b.e 
r eport of on J..lliod l anding at Ravenna o .B.SW alor tod 26 Pz 
Div and 3 Pz Gren Div for innedi a to transfer to Tenth !.:ray. 
Tho report proved to be unfounded o.nd the or dGr was cancel led 
at 2315 hr s (G;M.D. S. - 62241/l , Fourteenth J..:rr:iy , W.D. 4, 24 
and 2 5 AUG 44 } • 
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below i n sone detail by the prosentation of n series of excer pts 
fron tho record of the day ts te l ephone conversations (G . M.D.S, -
61437/8 , Tenth Jl:rny , W.D. 8 , .Appx 572 , tel cons 26 Aug 44)(Photo­
stat 981AJ.O. (D205) ) : 

0900 hrs 

1025 hrs 

Wentzell - Runkel (Gernan synopsis ) 

Tho eneny arti11·ery has been v ery active . 
accor ding t o the conputations of the 
artillery observation unit , 25 1 000 shells 
havo been fircd<n the l eft wing of the 
Corps . Thero has been no infantry action 
so far . Hoidrich9s l oft wing is still in 
tho old positions. Where tho fir eworks t ook 
pl ace everybody had left . Ono can see from 
these f ir ewcrks that the eneny is concentrat ­
in3 nore end nar c on the j oint between the two 
divisions . That aroa nust be nade secure ••• 
Sonotbing is happening on the front of 5 Mtn 
Div; t he enomy pictur e there has changed . The 
/!Xny thinks that 4 Ind Div is there . 
According t o the infornntion now on hand at 
Corps headquarters tho r econnaissance battalion 
of 4 I nd Div seems t o b e thoro . Whether the 
whol e outfit is t here we shall sec during the 
next f ew days . 

Tho paratroopers are now being strengthened ; 
thG Division has received 2, 000 r einforcenonts . 
Hei drich docs not . intend to col!!Ill t those 
beforo 15 Sep ; sit uation pernitting he nay 
woll do so . Seei ng the paratroopers there , 
tho oneny nay turn i nland . But c. of s . 
believes that within three t o f our days natt ers 
on t ho Corps front will cone t o a h eo.d ; he is 
worried about Hoppe rs sector [t he s ector where 
278 Inf Div was apout to r elieve .5 Mtn Div ]. 

Wentzell - Berlin& 

On the whole there i s nothing speci al . In the 
sector of 1 Furn Div o. British major from 1 
Brit Div has been taken prisoner . What that 
moans is not clear . It is possib l e that 1 
Brit Div hns been moved the r e through 8 Ind 
Div.•. 

H BERLIN , Hor mann, G. s . c ., then·c . of s . 51 Mtn Corps , 
{1\Ppointod 25 Jul , r elie ved v . Kl i nckowstrom.1 nnd assumed 
functions on 14 J'"ug , appointed c. of s . 40 Pz Corps on 
15 Sop , r elinquished functions as c. of s. 51 Mtn Corps 
on 22 Sop , was succeeded in that appointment on the same 
day by G/ffiTMAYR , Geor g , Col , G.s .c ., previous ly a section 
chief in /!Xmy Gener a l Staff , Q.M.G. Branch.(G . M.D. s . -
62298/2 , 51 Mtn Corps , Personnel Section, Report for 
August 1944, f"1>PX 8, 14 hUg 44 ; G. M.n .s . - 63606, 51 Mtn 
Corps , Personnel Section, Report ·far September 1944, f ol 
284 , 1.5 Sop ; hPPX 1? 1 22 Sep 44) . 
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On the coast a Pole has be n taken prisonor , 
who statos that they have been relieved by 
British fo rmations9 , 

entzoll - Roettiger 

J .. t Rac.pke's centr o, nea.r ntefelcino, they 
have taken a prisoner from 46 Brit Inf Div , 

Vle!l, woll , 

/:Jld so this Adriatic business becomes ever 
moro serious • 

• • • 
W: y ~stcrdny , the Polo who was taken prisoner 

on the coo.st stated that British ·ror.nn tions 
wore arriving there too , Th t cannot bo a 
rcferonco to 6 Brit Inf Div , 

R: It 1ID.1St bo anothe formntion , 

Yos , o e have boon busy trying to figure 
out what force~ ho could bring into action ; 
it ill b.., t~n or clove divisions , 

R: To do that ho would ha.vo to round up overy­
thing, 

W: That is what he does ; he did thn same at 
Cassino , Tho question now is whother he in­
tends to execute a straight lo.nd operation or 
n combined ono ••o 

~ Tho first recorded rcforunco to tho statements of the Polish 
prisoner was mad at 1025 hrs 26 .. ug . Th .... rcafter t is subject 
was ropoatodly mentioned during the day , This prisoner may 
ha.vo been captured on 24 u n.s Prctzell says ( 11Thc Battle of 
Rimini 11 , o cit , (para 9 above) page 11 or transl"'tion) , or , 
as sooms mor'Q""]'robablc , on 25 u0 , but the infornntion obtained 
from him a.s c..ppo.rcntly not availa le t hi her headquarters 
until tho morning of 26 .. ug . In this connectio it might be 
notod that tho lirmy's Int lligcnc e Summary for hugust 1944 does 
not carry any rof ranee to prisoners made or ·nterrogated on 
24 or 25 ug , but for 26 ..ug ca.rries tho following ontries : 

From prisoners tho first news has boon received of tha 
roliof of 2 Pol Corps by British formations • ••• In 
vi ow of the fact that Cano.di ans have bc:ion captured , 
oonni t nont of 1 Cdn Corps must be roclconed with • •• 

(G.M.D.S. - 61439/11 ' Tenth ii.rm.v, W.D.8, Int file 
Jugust 1944 ) (98ll.lu .. fD23'l , 

(Not : Tho nbovc Intelligence Summary , though rather poor 
o the wholo (para 18 a.bove) , in this po:rticUle..r case s oms 
to support tho eight of evidence pointing to tho conclusion 
that t 's important inforE10tion was not available prior .to 
26 ... ug) 
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How did you arri v at 
el even divisions? 

o figure of ton or 

W: At tho present time the following are not 
oommitt ·d : 1 Cdn Corps , 5 Brit Corps , 6 ·south 
11.trioun JJ'mourod , 42 , 4o , 56 and 57 Divs ••• 

R: In that case he would havo to put in every­
thin ho has . 

i : Th t is what h doos . 

R : Do s he really do that? 

W: If ho could t eroby collapse our oastorn wing. 
That he will go for the eastern wing - which 
is what one certainly must xpect - is after 
all exactly t ho manner i n which an operation 
ought to be conducted in order t o ••• 

R: The dir action is tho right one , all right • •• 

ontzoll - jor Schnell (Ops Offr 76 Pz Corps) 

(German synopsi s) 

Tho cnCily is attacki 1i th 46 Brit Div in the 
boundary aroo. between Ti i...J.f Div and l Po.ro. Div . 
It c an be a.ssUI:J.ed that he believos our withdrawal 
to bo to tho Groen Line , and that he is t herefore 
i n close pursuit so s to smash us before we re ch 
that lino . This also expl eins t he strong bombing 
attacks on tho Gr een Lino , particulclrl y wost of 
Posa.re , in 15 - 20 waves of 6 - 12 aircraft each . 
c. of s . sks for the Corps ' epprecintion of the 
situati on . Th Corps still believes that tho a ttack 
will be :.J.a.lted . It st not happen that t he enel!ly 
reach s the Groen Lino before we do . Vi eth r t he 
Corps will fall back to the R d Line during the night 
Sch . docs not know. 

1710 hrs Went zell - Kesselring 

K: How do things l ook ~ith you? 

W: I think thnt it is t:.,oinc, to be quite an affair on 
tho J.1.dri ati c coast ,. The Bri tish have appoo.red 
on Raapke ts front , and now , a t this very moment , 
co es the news that the Canadians a.re said to 
hnvo appear d exactl ~+ ~hP. ~oint between Heidrich 
and Raapko . Prisoners n ve oe n b r ought in too . 
Hoi drich t s battalion co ·~~ der swears by his head 
that they n o Canadinns e But t at nu.st first be 
d finitely con.fir e • - J..lso the boo.bing pettarns 
which hav b on reported today s w that so thin 
.is eoinc. on there , and thc.t th enemy has c. defini to 
pr j oct in view . .nd the irmenso air activity which 
has b oen going on tho whole do.y in Raapke ' s and 
Hoidrich 9s sectors over the area forward of the 
Groon Lino and over tho Lino itself points to tho 
so.no thi ng . Ono must assume that ho h!ls something 
big in view in order to snnsh us oven bef or we 
roach the Groen Lino . 




