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D: One cannot talk about this, we must ••• 

W: There is no insight. All is lunacy. With 
one wing we are up in Finland with the 
other one down at Rhodes; · in the center 
the enemy is in GerI:lany •••• It is incom­
prehensible. There is an old farmers' 
saying that in an emergency everybody 
rallies around the flag. We do not even 
think of this. The enemy is in Germany, 
the war is coming to an·end, but we 

are still up at Murmansk. Instead of 
rallying around the flag the wings are 
extended who knows how .far. I cannot 
understand it any more. 

(lliil, App::: 1570, tel cons 31 Jul 44} 

74. At the turn of the month O.D.SW still 
believed the next Allied move would be a sea and 
airborne operation against Liguria. Dut a lunding 
in France was just as possible; at least 20 divisions 
were available f or the purpose.~ Calculations of 
Allied capabilities were based on the information · 
shown on the "Enemy Situation Mep" issued on 2 Aug. 
Fhotostatic copies of this document, as well as of 
the succeeding editions of 11 and 20 Aug appear as· 
Appendix "H" to this report (981Al0.(Dl96a, b,c)).** 
(G.M.n.s. - 61439/1, Tenth Army, W.D. 8, Int reps 
Aug 44). From the Canadian point of view it is 
interesting to note that the map for 2 Aug was the 
last one to show a Canadian formation in the 
Adriatic sector priar to the identifications 
resultingtrom the actual conmitment of the Corps. 
On 2 Aug 1 Cdn Inf Div was still shown with the 
Italian Liberation Corps. At the end of July 
Lt-Col Pretzell was promoted from Ops Offr 71 Inf 
Div to Ops Offr Tenth f'.,;rmy. Pretzell is the officer 
who later prepared the study: "Material for the 
Presentation of the Dattle of Rimini"" (Original 
Text and Translation: H.S. 981.0ll (DJ}} • . 

-
1 Aug 

75. On the front of the AJ:my Group the 
day was uneventf'ul.A SUI!lillary of Tenth Army's estimate 
of the situation was r ecorded in the form of an · 
introduction to War Diary No. 8 (G.M.D.S. - 61437/1, 
Tenth Army, W.D. G, 1 Aug - 30 Sep 44): 

At the moment the enemy is inactive on Tenth 
Army's front. The focal point of the fighting 
lies in the Florenc e area where the Dritish, 
following a visit of the King at the front, are 
endeavouring t o obtain a prestige success by 
capturing Florenc e. In accordance with the 
withdrawal movement of Fourteenth Army the 
right wing of Tentfi Army must slowly be taken 
back to a new line. 

~ For complete analysis see: Schramm, £l2. .Q.!l, 
Translation, page 52 

~~ The "Enemy ~ituation Maps" of -Fourteenth Ju:my 
carried identica l lnfor.r::ntion. 
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Deliberately weakening the Army's right ·wing 
in favour of the Adriatic sector, the un­
seasoned 715th Infantry Division was committed 
on ·the extreme right. l Para Div, relieved by 
715 Inf Div, was deployed behind 278 Inf Div 
in and forward of the Green Line. 

_,_ts task is to back up the latter di vision 
which has suffered severe casualties in the 
Ancona battles and to prevent an early ·· 
penetration of t he Green Line at all costs. 
Enemy reconnaissance and artillery activity, 
as well as ship moveEents in the port of 
Ancona e~d the identification of 1 Cdn Corps 
(sic) on the lef t wing of 51 Mtn Corps lead to 
the expectation of an early attack. 

In view of the increased tonnage and the 
arrival of warships in the ""Mediterranean an 
\J!leny landing is furtherr:iore being expected 
either · on the wost coast of Italy or in southern 
France. · In order t o prepare for all contin­
gencies, · Tenth Arny is readying suitable coastal 
defences, particular ly in the area Rimini -
Ravenna, with all available r:ieans and 
with the utnost dis 1x1tch. 94 Inf Div is en 
route to the ur ea of Trieste while 98 Inf Div 
is on the way t o tho danger zone. In addition 
15 Pz Gren Div and n Blocking Group from 162 
(Tu.re) Inf Div are being held in readiness as 
a nobile reserve for commitment on shortest 
notice. At the present time the Army has the 
following formation-1under its command: 

1 Para Div 
76 Pz Corps with 

51 Mtn Corps ~·1it }. 1 

Army teserve 
715 Inf Div 
334 Inf Div 
15 Pz Gren Div 

305 Inf Div 

44 Inf Div 
114 Jg Div 

5 Mtn Div 
71 Inf Div 

278 Inf Div 

Corps Wi tthoef·c wi thJE 162 { Turc) Inf Div 
94 Inf Div 

Coastal Defence 
Area Venice. 

~ Corps Witthoeft had been under command of the 
.A:rmy since 17 Jul 44 (G.M.D.S. - 55291/1, Tenth 
Arrn.y, w.D. 7, 16 and 17 Jul 44) 
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2 Aug 

76. With the t actical situation remaining 
unchanged in all other sectors, 1 Para Corps and tho 
left wing of 14 Pz Corps came under severe pressure. 
After ~eYeral tele phonic requests for permission to 
withdraw, O.B.SW finally concurred at 1355 hours, 
and orders were given to fall back during the.night 
2/3 Aug on the "Bridgehead position Florence". · 
Rearguards were to remain in the present positions. 
The right wing of 76 Pz Corps (astride the Arno, 
a few niles ·south of rontassieve) was bent back 
accordingly. 

3 Aug 

77. There was no longer any doubt that 
1 Para. Corps would have to fall back behind the .Arno, 
and at 1020 hours O.D.SW gave his consent for 
withdrawal of the mass during the night 3/4 Aug to 
the Heinrich-Berg (Mountain) Line at the northern. 
outskirts of Florence. In view of the izmninent · 
evacuation of Florence, Tenth Army now selected · . 
defence lines furth·er north (rhotostat D · 981.AlO. · 
{Dl96) ). (G.M.D.S .... 61437/2, Tenth Army, W.D. 8, 
Appx 1-4 Aug, Appx 5C, 3 Aug 44 ). .A vtarning order 
for the exchange of the two Corps Headquarters was 
issued on the same evening (Photostat 901.JU.O.. ( Dl 97) ); 
(ibid, Appx 59): 

To take f'ull advantage of 51 Mtn Corps' , 
experience in mountain warfare and 76 Pz Corps' 
experience in operations with mobile 
formations ••••• : 

51 Mtn Corps to co!LDlland: 

715 Inf Div; 
334 Inf Div, 
305 Inf Div~ 
44 Inf Div, 

114 J g Div; 

76 Pz Corp~ to conmand: 

5 Mtn Div; 
71 Inf Div; 

278 Inf Div, 
1 :Para Div, 

and upon reaching the Green Lino 
in addition: 

162 {Turc) Inf Div and 
98 Inf Div. 

15 Pz Gren . Div to go into Army Reserve east 
of Dologne.. 

The exchange of headquarters became effective at 
1800 .hours o ·Aug 44. (G.M.D.S. - 61437/1, Tenth 
Army, w.D. e, 8 Aug 44) 

' 
·' • 



/ 
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4 Aug 

78. Three rear-guard battalions of 1 
Para Corps, with orders to remain south of the ~\rno 
on 4 Aug 1 were forced to cross the river earl~ in 
the morning. The !!lass of 1 Para Corps·was .slowly 
movi~g to the Heinrich - Derg position. Rear• 
guards were stationed along the· north bank of .the 

/ Arno. Eas:t of the German iht er-army boundary, in 
the area of Tenth ArI!lY the left wing of 4 Inf Div 
ca.ptured Monte Finetto in the norning and Monte 
Altuccio in the evening. The failure there of some 
companies of 576 Inf Regt (completely reorganized 
with remnants of 91l- Inf Div) created an embarrassing 
situation f or 305 Inf Div and caused some concern in 
higher quart ers lest a deep penetration at this 
point force a premature withdrawal beyond.the 
projected Green Linc - forefield position. 'I'he 
responsible company commonders 'were warned· for court 
or inquiry (G.M. D.s. · - 61437/2, Tenth ArI!lY, w.n. i ., 
Appx 1-4 Aug, Appx 83; tel cons 4 Aug 44). Dlring 
the day Kesselring inquir•d about Allied dispositions 
on the Adriatic coast; v~ Vietinghoff was unable to 
supply the desired ipformation and said the 
divisions were trying tot eke prisoners for identi­
fication (ibid)• 

5 - 10 Aug 

79. During these days there were no 
engagements of significance in the area of Fourteenth 
A:rr:iy. E:x:tensive reconnaissance activity failed to 
throw light on Allied changes in dispositions. On 
8 Aug 90 Pz Gren Div was placed under connand of the 
Ligurian Arny. Most of the rear elements of l Para 
Corps seem to ha ve left the city of Florence during 
the n~ght 10/li 1\.ug.1! . In tho area of Tenth Arny 
hurriedly brought up units had succeeded in stabilizing 
the situation at the Monte Altuocio and the with- . 
drawal of the PJ:my continued to proceed according 
to plan. At the he adquarters of Allied Fifteenth 
Arm.y Group it had been decided in the neantime to 
lreach the Gothic Line in the Adriatic sector. · 
Deceptive measures were now operating in reverse. 
f~ a consequence of thi s development a new and 
radically different picture of the enemy situation 
on the Adriatic coa st ·was subnitted to Tenth Army by 
51 Mtn Corps on 7 Aug; a few hours before the 
transfer of this headquarters to the right wing of 

* The opaque style of Fourteenth Ar~'s War Diary 
makes it often difficult to evade misconstructiora. 
Fighting at the time had died down anq· the -with­
drawal of 1 Para Corps to the Heinrich-Mountain 
Line had lost some of its urgency; . the_ ev·er 
r9curring references however to the withd~awal of 
the Corps to that line seem to · be referenc·es 
to the movements of the "last", "the very last" 
and the "absolutely last" rea~ elements. 
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the Army. A photostatic copy and a translation of 
the document O.J(f!E:ar as .. Appendix , n;pi ·to this report 
(981AlO. (D201)). (G.l,;1.D.S. - 62297, 51 Mtn Corps, 
Int Reps i ·Jul - 31 Lug , · 7 Aug 44). c. of s. 
51 Mtn Corps now stated flatly that neither the 
previously reported enemy concentrations nor the 
presence of Cnnadian f ormations in the front had 
been confirmed and that there were no indicatioms 
of an imminent large scale ·attack • . On Tenth Arny's · 
"Enemy Si tu at ion Map" f or 11 Aug (see Appx "H"}, . 
1 Cdn Corps was shown in the reserve of Eighth 
Ji:rmy. During the mi ddl e of August, when the 
Germans had finally tecome convinced .that the 
Adriatic -coast was very lightly held, Eighth Army 
was massipg its divisi ons there for a surprise 
thrust through the Gothic Line. 

Bo. This r eport has been prepared 0 by 
Capt A.G. Steiger, Historical Section (G.S.)~. -.. 

! A ·~ ~ ~ <l V\ I ~3A ' 
~ .; 1"{c.P. Stacey) Colonel, · 
\ · Director, 
Historical Section (G.s.) 

, .. 

\ 
\ 
\ 
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Ge rman Ar my__ 

Se l ec t ed Progrosslvo Casualt:z: 'T otals from 22 Jun .41 

'l 0: 10 14 Ar mee::; ruopE Dir ectly Army All 
Ar '•Y Army v . Zan Gen under command Group "C" Fronts 

Army Gr oup (Army) 
II C II 

I 

20 Apr 44 208.420 28 . 880 737 547 238.584 4.242,806 
30 t\ pr 44 209, 02 4 30 , 103 816 597 240.540 4,294,030 
10 J'viay 44 209 J 626 31.339 888 662 242.515 4.318.600 
20 h:ay 44 212 , 085 32 , 605 966 701 246,357 4,386,942 
.31 1 .. a y 44 215 , 481 38 , .551 1. 028 772 255,632 4,466,504 
10 Jun 41 218 ' 298 .58 ,351 1,118 823 258. 590 4,496.077 
20 Jun 44 22 1, 782 38 , 351 1, 277 866 I 262 .276 4, 528,641 
30 Jun 44 224 . 639 38 . 351 1, 492 955 / 265 .437 4.554,219 
10 Jul 44 226 , 042 54 , 974 1, 555 1.038 / 283 J 60 9 4.604.067 
20 Jul 44 229,396 65 , 596 1,568 1,237 / 297,797 4.715,941 
3 1 Jul 44 233, 059 81,090 1, 612 1, 384 317,145 4,816,766 
10 ,.f.u: 44 234 , 893 84 , 112 l,f"58 1,510 322 ,173 4,951.265 
:20 Au0 44 236 , 397 3 6 , 4.54 Army Grou1 1,707 324,538 5,029,278 

Li guria 
10 ~ eo 44 ( 1 ) 242 , 579 88 , 459 4 , 384 1 , 894 337,316 5,305,722 
20 Seo 44 248 J 595 90,225 5 , 867 2 ,003 346.690 5 .381.133 
30 Seo 44 255 l l94 93 . 610 6 , 946 2 .179 357, Y:C9 5' 632 J 697 
10 Cct 44 259 ,!04 98 , 0 91 7 , 307 2,313 366,815 5,707,778 
31 l•c t 44(2) 2E8 , o51 104, 588 8 , 274 3 , 046 384 , 559 5. 909, 460 
10 ~\ov 44 272 . 612 104, 697 8 . 370 3 .140 388 , 8 49 E;,242,266 
20 :'! OV 44 274,236 lO::i , 014 8 , .570 3 , 237 390,857 6 ,297' 716 
30 Xov 44 277 . 461 114 , 025(3: - 3 , 346 394 , 832 E,420 ,700 
10 Jee 44 2'30 , 02 ? 114 , .:> ?G - ..3 , 395 397 , 800 6 , 474 ,250 
20 ~ec 44 28 4 , 30 5 114 , Gc22 - 3 , 4E7 402 , 424 6 , 53 1,388 
.:i l _j ec ·4 <± 287 , 0 l o ll ·L 985 - 3 , 720 405 ,722 6 . 608,501 
10 Jan 45(4 ) 290 , 025 115 . 449 - 3 , 919 409,393 6 , 681, 8 72 
20 Jan 4o 2 'JO. 6 So 115 , 544 - .j . 967 410.20 6 6 .729,500 
3 1 Jan 45 291 , Gl ? 115 ,747 - 4 , 03 7 411.401 6 ,796,249 
10 -~et 45 2 92 ' 415 116 , 229 - 4 . 0 87 412,80 1 6 ,952, 843 
20 ?et 4o 293 , 328 116 ' 6::>2 - 4 , 331 414.311 7,074,005 
.2 8 .::.,eb 45 294 , 029 117,192 - 4 ,412 415,633 7.201.551 
10 l .. ar 4::> 294 , 992 120 , 266 125 4 , 472 419,855 7.352.066 
20 :.ar 4o 295 , 8 1;) 121 ,267 22 9 4 , 610 421,919 7,463.497 
31 : .. ar 45(5) 296 , 460 122,074 350 4 ,731 42.3.615 7,620,323 

( 1) ~· a ulat ion for 0 1 /1 u -~ ·4 not avai l ab le 
( 2) Talulation fo r 20 Oct 44 not available 
(3) For .,_ rmy Group Li .,uria and ? ourteenth Ar my 
(4) /.mended edl t ion 
(5) Ar my Group II ( If surr e ndere d on 2 };:ay 44; April fi ~ures are not available 
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. E. SW 
and 
Commander of Army Group "C" 

No. 246/44, Secret 

Operations Order 

9 Jun 44 

Copy No. 4 

For the general conduct of operations in the Mediterranean 
area, it is of decisive importance, particularly in view 
of Italy as a potential spring-board for an enemy opera-
tion a jainst the Balkans, to retain possession of as much 
of Italy as possible. It is therefore the task of the 
Army Group, by stubborn fi ~htins to prevent the enemy 
from pushing on further towards the North. Thus, it will 
be gin by defendin

0 
the Dora line, and will only withdraw 

towards the orth if forced to do so by the enemy. How-
ever, in the event of any further streng thenine of the 
enemy forces, or if there is a basic change in the situa-
tion, a gradual withdrawal to the Gothic position may become 
necessary. This withdrawal movement too is to take place 
only after stubborn fi z hting and over several lines of 
resistance, each of which is to be held as lonG as possible. 
5etween these resistance lines, the Armies are to form 
intermediate lines, in such a manner that the withdrawal 
movement does not exceed 15 km at any one time. ~esistance 

lines a nd intermediate lines are to be reconnoitred successive­
ly, constant reports bein· sent in to the Army Group. 

A) Fi , ~ htin.; Around and North of the Dora Line 

Durin.J the fi e;ht in!.3 around and north of the Dora line, 
it is important that, while conserving our fi ghting 
power, the heaviest possible losses in personnel and 
materiel be inflicted on the enemy. To achieve this 
object, the enemy's advance must be delayed by the 
constant formation and subsequent change in location 
of anti-tank concentrations at the main lines of 
attack, as well as by blockin5 the mountain passes. 
Of decisive importance is the timely and adequate 
blockin~ of the Orbetello defile, as well as maintaining 
the closest contact between the inner wings of the 
armies. Again extensive use of the repellent firing 
power of our heavy weapons, more especially of the long­
range artillery, is indicated (see O.B.SW (Commander 
Army Group " C") C. G.S. No. 0126/44 Secret, 9 Jun 44). 

In future, each withdrawal must be approved by O. B.SW. 
Plans for the followin~ day are ther.efore to be communi­
cated to o . B . S~ by not later than 1200 hrs on the 
precedin._j day. 

14 Pz Cor~s, 90 and 29 Pz Gren Divs will be transferred 
by Tenth Army to Fourteenth Army on the west bank of 
t he Ti ber, passing under command of the latter with 
the crossinJ of the Ti ber. 26 Pz Div is to be taken 
back by Tenth Army along the boundary line between 
Fourteenth and Tenth Armies as Army Group Reserve. 
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Insofar as the battle situation allows - without 
decisively further weakening our own fi ghting power -
the Dora line ls to be defended, in order to intercept 
the enemy's advance, and to make it possible for our 
own formations to reorganize. Fourteenth Army is to 
withdraw immediately at least two hard-hit formations 
(if possible 65 and 362 Inf Divs; later also 92 Inf Div), 
and Tenth Army at least one formation (94 Inf Div) from 
the front line, and is to transfer them to the Gothic line 
for rejuvenation, where at the same time they will act 
as security garrisons. In addition, Fourteenth Army 
is to hasten the evacuation of 715 Inf Div, complete 
with supplies, to the West. 

B) Conduct of Battle north of the Dora Position as far as 
the Gothic Line 

In the event of developments in the situation making 
a further withdrawal absolutely necessary, orders for 
this will be issued by the Army Group. The code word 
for this operation ls: ALARICH. 

a) On this code word being given, the following army 
boundaries will become effective: 

1) Fourteenth Army and Army Abte1lung v. Zangen: 
Elba - Piombino - 5 km N Nassa Ma.rittlma - Siena -
10 km SW Montevarchi (villages in the zone of Army 
Abte1lung v. Zangen). . 

2) Fourteenth Army and Tenth Army: Course of the 
Tiber as far as the river fork lO· km SE Orv1eto -
the highway Orv1eto, Chiusi, Montepulciano - 10 km 
SW Montevarchi - Pontassieve (highway i n zone of 
AOK 10) - Viechio (AOK 10) - Cattaia (AOK 10). 

3) Tenth Army and Army Abteilung v. Zangen: At 
first unchanged. · 

Army Ab teil1mg .v. Zan8en is to make preparations 
for handin:~ over its blockln_s formations in the 
Grosseto area and east to Fourteenth Army, in such 
a manner that, when the new army boundaries come 
in.to effect, these formations can be taken over 
quickly by ~ourteenth Army. 

b) The withdrawal is to take place by sectors, if 
possible by alternating (leap fro g ) commitment, over 
the resistance lines shown on the accompanying trace, 
and the intermediate lines are to be fixed in detail 
by the Armies. The junction points between the resist­
ance lines and the intermediate lines along the seam 
of Fourteenth and Tenth Armies are to be decided on 
jointly by t he AOK's, and the results communicated to 
O. B.SW. To ensure the requisite close contact between 
the two Armies, liaison Jroups in adequate strength 
are to be held in constant readiness. Furthermore, 
care must be taken dur1n~ the withdrawal, that the 
retreating troops are received in their new position 
by su~ficiently stron3 forces. For this withdrawal 
movement too, the principle holds good that each 
resistance line must be given up only on orders from 
O.B.SW, after hard fi ghting , in which the heaviest 
possible losses must be inflicted on the enemy. 
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c) Points which are especially threatened in the 
terrain in front of the Gothic position must be secured 
in good time by the commitment of blockine units. The 
core of these blocking operations must lie between the 
position constituting the main defence line at the 
time and the next resistance line. 

d) Preparations for the evacuation of the Island of 
~lba and the Island of Pianosa are to be ms.de so that 
this operation can be synchronized with the beginning 
of the withdrawal movement from the western Frieda 
position. A separate order for this operation is being 
issued. The G.H. Q. formations released hereby are to 
be transferred to the Fortress brigade for strengthening 
the coastal defence i n the La Spezia sector. · Details 
for the evacuation are to be worked out immediately 
between Army Abteilung v. Zaneen and tt.e German Naval 
Conunand, Italy, subject to the basic principle of a 
four days warning . 

C) Disposition and Conunitment of Forces for the Conduct 
of Battle in the Gothic Position 

~ 1th the occupation of the Frieda position, the intention 
is to divide the whole of northern Italy south of the 

.Po into two Army Areas, which will be taken over by 
Tenth and Fourteenth Armies. Army Abteilung v. Zangen 
will then a gain be committed as 87 Inf Corps. 

a) J 1sposit1on of commands. Rieht: Fourteenth Army 
Left: Tenth Army 

Boundary line between the Armies: 
Cattaia (villa ; e in AO~ 10 zone) -
Eologna) - from there north as far 
1'1il Ad.min H. Q . Ferrara and Bologna 

Pontassieve - Viechio -
Castanaso (east of 
as the boundary of 
( 17 km WNVi Ferrara) • 

Rear boundary of the army areas: V'est and northwest 
boundary of Mil Admin H. ' . Genoa - passin1 into west and 
north boundary of Mil Admin H. Q. Parma - from there 
passin into west and northern boundary of Mil Admin 
H. ~ . Padua - the operational zone of the High Commissioner 
of the Adriatic coast. 

It has been sugeested to the Supreme Command that these 
army areas be defined as operational areas. 

b) The following commitment of forces is intended, and 
this is to be taken as the basic principle for all pre­
parations for occupation of the Gothic position: 

aa) Fourteenth Army with three Corps Headquarters 
(one of which will probably be 51 Mtn Corps). In 
addition, nine divisions and 135 Fort Ede in commit­
ment on the front including the coast as far as 
the French boundary, as well as two panzer or panzer 
grenadier divisions in reserve. Subsequent commit­
ment of 5 Mtn Div and the two High N.ountain battalions 
in the western part of the Gothic position is planned. 

bb) Tenth Army with four Corps Headquarters (1n­
cludin' the Venetian Coastal Command and the Adriatic 
Coastal Cormnand). In addition, 11 divisions (less 
188 Res itn Div) committed on the front ·and the 
adjacent coast, as well as three panzer or panzer 
grenadier divisions !n reserve. 
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cc) To t e at the disposal of the Army Group, and 
responsible at the same time for the training of 
t he reserve formations: One Panzer Corps Head­
quarters. 

dd) Fourteenth and Tenth Armies will report their 
intended disposition in the Gothic position (giving 
t he divisional numbers) by 20 Jun at latest. The 
divisions now committed on the Ligurian and 
Tyrrhenian coast will be committed in the Gothic 
position with Fourteenth Army. 

c) Security Garrison 

The exhausted divisions of the Armies (see section 'A') 
are to be transported to the Gothic -position in one 
uninterrupted movement for rejuvenation and commTEment 
as security garrison. For transport to the rear of 
additional exhausted divisions, previous approval by 
O. F. SW is required. 

?urthermore , all elements of the supply troops, trains, 
and field reserve battalions which can be spared, as 
well as all those formations which in consequence of 
loss of arms consist only of personnel, are to be with­
drawn to the Gothic Line forthwith; armed with spare 
weapons, and committed to further strengthen the 
security garrison. Upon arrival of the replacements, 
the field replacement battalions are to be organized 
in suc h a way that in case of necessity they can be 
connnitted as complete battalions in the defence of the 
Gothic Line. · 

In order to permit a proper direction of the reinforce­
ment stream, the divisions to be relieved are to report 
to Army Group without delay. The relief of G.H.Q. 
troops (such as 400 Reece Bn and G.H.Q. artillery forma­
tions) ls also to be provi ded for. Where no orders to 
the contrary are issued in i ndividual cases, G.H.Q. 
troops will remain under their previous commands durin3 
the period of rejuvenation. A special order follows 
concerning rejuvenation of the exhausted formations. 

d) To enable the Armies to become familiar with the 
course a nd construction of the Gothic position aa early 
as possible, without prejudice to the overall reaponsi­
bllity ·Of Army Abteilung v. Zangen, construction work 
in Fourteenth Army's future sector is to be carried 
out by 75 Army Corps; in the future sector of Tenth Army 
by the Venetian Coastal Command. The Armies will 
establish contact with these Corps Headquarters as early 
as possible. However, nothin~ may be changed in the 
arrangements already made for geographic location of 
the line. 

e) Headquarters to be prepared 

Headquarters of O.B.SW: Recuaro (35 km NE Verona) 
Advanced Headquarters in the Re ggio area. 

Fourteenth Army Headquarters: In the Parma area. With­
drawal Headquart e rs behind the Genoa coastal defe~ce 
sector about in the Alessandria - Tortona area. 

• 
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Tenth Army Headquarters: In the Ostilia area. V.'ith­
drawal Headquarters in the a rea nort h of Treviso. 

After reconnoitrin ~ , the A. O. K. 'swil l re port on the 
Headquarters and Advanced Headquarters which have finally 
been decided on. 

D) General 

a) Demolitions. All military objects which might be 
of value to the enemy, includin~ the harbours on the 
east and west coasts, are to be destroyed to the 
greatest possible extent. Detailed orders are to be 
issued by the Armies. Responsibility for carrying 
out the demolitions will be passed · to the Armies, who 
in their turn may authorize their subordinate commands 
to give the demoli t.i on orders. 

In a very much higher de gree than heretofore the enemy 
advance must be stopped by the demolition of all 
objects of value to him. No bridge, no tunnel, no 
railway installation or similar object of value must 
be allowed to fall into his hands intact. Every last 
engineer must be employed for this task. I draw 
attention once aeain to my order statin f that the 
engineers are not to be committed for infantry fi ghting, 
but for duties such as these. 

As regards destruction of industrial objects, the 
special orders for this already issued by the Quarter­
master General/O.B.SW apply. 

b) Security 

All preparations for the withdrawal movement ALARICH 
are to be made in such a manner that, after the 
appropriate order has been received from the Army 
Group, . this movement can be begun forthwith. The 
plannin' staff for this movement is to be limited to 
those absolutely necessary. 

Telephone conversations referring to the withdrawal 
movement are forbidden. 

(handsi3ned) KESSELRING 
General Field Marshal 
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