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o"f.' 4 Cdn· i'.rmd iDiv, 30 Mnr - 5 Mriy 45) ~ With the arrival in 
the bridgehead of the ~uncured divi s i on, Lt-Gen Sinonds now 
h~ci' ci powerful nnd hiGhly mobi l o fcrc c ide~lly c onstituted 
·f or · tho· Wide Open oper ations Which WCUld soon follO\'f • 

• 

- ,· 
FIRST CDN .LRMY T: JrnS 2 CPN CORPS PNDEH COMM1)ND, 2359 HOURS 1 i..PR 45 

·138. Probably onG of the most not eworthy sitrops on 
record is the one issueQ. by FiriS t . Cdn ::rmy at 2400 ·hours, 1 .J~pr 

45. : I~ bears no strikt ng· .t i tlo·, · just the nW!lbcr 503. Yet tho.t 
situation report wus ·hist-pric in t hat it oov·erec1 tho activities 
not only of 2 Cdn Corps bµt of Lt-Gen Foulkes' 1 Cdn Corps as 
well. Now o.t long la.s t we hc.d 11.n· Ar r:w of two full Cuna dia.n Corps 
in oper.-::. tion toc;ether. 1 Brit C orp~ , which f or so long hnd be on 
associ a t ed with First Cdn ~ ..rny w~s no l onger under cbrnnnnd; it 
h Eld passed from und or General Crcr e1 r 's c ont.rol Qt noon 1 l.pr. 
(W.D., G.s. Ops, H. Q, . First Cdn ;.';.rr1y , .: ... pril 1945: Lppx 5, .Folio 
9, Si trep No 5 03) •· On tbe evuninG of 1 ...' .. pr, 32 hours after the 
order had been g iven to ~he Chief Engine.or t o begin work, the 
sappers ' opened a bridge across tho Rhine a t Emnerich (W.D., 
Hist Offr, H.Q,. First Cdn .Army , 1 J ... pr 45). Tho r apid completion 
of the task made it pos~Ibl e fo~ 2 OJn Corps to return to General 
Crerar's .coI!lI!land .. o.t .midn ght on_c the s ::ne day, since with his 
own communico.tions now estab,lished ... f.lcross the river he could 
maint a in and .fi ght th8 Cor~s- i n its northward ndvance. (Genera l 
Crernr's Despatch, pnrn 14). 

/ 

139. In his d espatch of 29 May 45, GenerQl Crerar 
r eviewed the ,..situation existing whe.n B-e took co.r.rnond of Canndinn 
operations beyond the Rh;in e . 
. . . ' ' 

By the end of the nonth t he battle of the Rhine had 
been won. The .encirclenent of the Ruhr, thn.t grea.t 

· · manoeuvre envisaged by tho c.-in-C. in September, 1944, 
was almost complet ed. The ~inth U.S. l'i:rmy, with 
patrols int o Munst er and Hrur:im , wa.s driving on to link 
up with the First U.S • .;\rF.,y in Pc.derborn. Meanwhile, 
Lt-General Demps ey's forces hnd crossed the Ems at 
Greven a nd Mesum and we r e n eni:ing Rheine, thus spoiling 
any . chanc ~ s wh+ch t he 2nd Parachute Corps zn.tght have 
had Of falling pack to the line Of the river. On the 
left flank, the 2nd Cnnndinn Corps was attacking Ter­
borg and along the east bc.nk of the Rhine northwest of 
Emmerich had gained the sunmit of Hoch Elton from which 
the German guns had dominated the crossing places 
farther up the river. Our s .. t;ubborn adversary, the 
First .·Parachute .;.\rmy, wns sp:i'it in two: the 2nd Para-

··· chute Corps, reeling backwards on the north, · had lost 
contact with the 86th Corps in tho south. · 

(General Crerar's Des~atc~ •. para 13) 

140. A most ·significant event also. at this time; was 
the cessction of the enemy's efforts with his long range V-Wea.pons. 
fa~ the Allied forces drove deeper into Gernnny 1 the mnintenc.nce 
of his launching sites in wosterrt Holland became incre·asingly 
difficU:·lt ~ The a.dvo:nce of 2 Cdn C·orps to the north,_ moreover, 
now threatened to c~t the few rem~ining routes along which supplies 
must pass. The l r st ~oQket wns f ired ngainst tbe United Kingdom 
on 27 Mar and the lust :f\lying bomb on 30 Mar 45. (Hist Sec, C.M.H.Q. 
Report No. 137) ' · 
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141. . . East of the Cano.di ans., Lt-Gen Dempsey's di visions 
had ·covered ' a. . good .. 'deal ~ of eneny territory since crossing the 
Rhine. 30 Corps especially hnd mnde great gains against vnrying 
opposition to secure a firm flunk for General .Cr?rnr's north­
\~rnrd ;· thrust~ ~ - 1T};le .. GuarQ.s ov-erran Grocmlo on )1 ·Mar and by mid­
night .. hnd ' 5 · Gd$ ' i~d Bdo · in . Eibergen, while on the left 32 Gds 

" Bde find.ing·Bqrculo strongly h~ld, swung north-east to Neede. 
· '- ·Eibergen fell on the ·morning of 1 Apr nnd a passage was forced 
· through)IaD.ksbergen to .. \vithin two miles south;..west of Enschede 

··a t 1400 hours. ·an ·the s ame day 32 Gds Bde moving fnst from 
·Neede "had reached,--by 1100, hours a small bridge on the Twente 
Canal. · Som~ ·tap.ks managed .to cross the water barrier, but only 
to have the bridge blow~ up behind them. They became heavily 
engnged arid ·werE;j sqc:m. all knocked out. The Gunrdsnon then shifted 

. . to the eas·tern end o--r: the cnnal and, by-passing Enschede' drove 
on · towards ·:aengelo · with the object of screening Enschede from 
the north-west. The Irish Guards Group entered Enschede during 
the afternoon of 1 ~pr, and by lust light had. clea red the town, 
taking many prisoners. ~he ene!:lY, however, still held on to the 
airfield north of the town, although this area was now almost 
surrotinded by other elements (Welsh Guards) of the brigade. 
(lillF: 45/Second 1;rmy/C/D, Docket r; and First Odn ."U:'my Ops Log, 
31 Mar 45, Serials 60, 74, 102, 137, 140 and 142; 1 ~l..Pr 45, 
Serial,s 41, 76, 160 and 97}. .- . 

142. , In 43 (W.) Inf Div's s,ector, progr.es~ had no.t 
been s·o spectao.ular, mainly on ac·count of the c:rate·ring and 
demolitions encountered. Jul the bridges north of Varsseveld 
were out, but during the afternoon of 31 .Mar 129 Bde crossed 
the stream nnd bridging oper2tions over the Slingerbeek began. 
The following day s aw 8 Armd Bde cat<'.}h up ta .the lending infentry 
by sweeping in to ·capture Varssevel'd nf11..'e~ w.hic·h .the :tanks pushed 

. to clear Ruurlo. ·Lochem, the ne~t object :j,.~e,- ;'·ipro.ved a :m,l,lcp 
tougher problem. (First Cdn J.'i:rmy ·Ops L,og~ . 31 .Mar 45,, :Serie.ls 

. 59, 130 and 142; 1 Apr :45; Serials 27, .. 43~ 6.2 and. 133).·, · 8 1..rmd 
Bde attacked Lochem at '.about 1730 hours, while- 214 . . Bde' pressed 
on north of Borculo to ·reach Diepenheim. · .- ( Ipid·, . Seri,a+. 146; 
and l'ill:F: 45/Second Army/C/D, Docket I) • . '. J3ptwe~n the· right flank 
of 2 Cdn Corps and the left of 30 Corps, · l~ ··, Cd'n .Armd C • Regt 
had been doing excellent work. "D" .sqn o':C. this .unit came under 
conmand 2 Cdn Inf Div at 1500 hours on Jl (Mnr. _and set a.bout 
reconnoitering the region :bounded by° Hal~~ ; ·•.·.:ZeJ.Jie+n - Doetinchem. 
The. squadron left Torborg at 0930 hours l : Apr ·with ' two troops 
up. From then their .?.bility to get a.round is well. 1 illustrated 
by . the entry in the Reg:i_r.iental War Diary: . -· 

~ ; . 

"D" Sqn left Terborg 0570 at 09.30 hrs with 2 tps 
U.P to do,,·the _tc.sk of gen recde of· c.. rea ·east or 
Doetinchein~ '.. 19 ?.,hd 18 tps were up. They found all 
the brs blown on the river line just North of Terborg. 

· At approx 13QO· hrs "D" Sqn 's task wa s changed to da sh 
· up to Lochein and seize nnd ~old .. the brs on the canal 
to the North. The sqn moved· off up to Hengelo 0284 
and met some . of the Jfoyels (Brit Armd c. Regt} who were 

· supposed · to he on th-~ir right flank. From Hengelc they 
moved to Ruurlo really fast, contacted more English 
tps. By J-830 hrs . re13:ched Soutp portion of Lochem •. '.. 

(W. D., 18 Cdn .. trmd C. Regt 1 1 Apr . 45) 
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143. It is evident thet there was no lack of excite-
. ment. for ·as . t .he diary ,goes on: . 

Later just South of ·Lochem. in the semi-dark, 16 nnd 
: 1· 1:9 t ·ps· -h€1:d_ fuh, they ran into· Jerries laying rd blocks 

and ·put the coo.x ahd the 37 HE to them. H• 77086 Sgt ·~ ·~ .. 

: .; 

Beach R.K,, was comd 16 tp ih the absence of Lt W.D. 
· Rc.»se { on -·lea.ve). He was just startlng his Stag rolling 
agai.n o.fter consulting hif:i map when PQ.Il.ze.rt'Q.us.t artist 
let fly from the side of .the rd n~o.rh;\f,.' · He , mi.ssed~ 

The projectile ·1anded nbout ten .feet shprt .of the car• 
. Sgt Beach punched the Jerry full of ~qle·s . with his 
coax, ·then hopped out of the car and reliev~d . him of 
a fine P.38 pistol. Both tps then returned ·to ··the area 
South of Ruurlo 1187 where the sqh bivouaced for the 
night;. 

... 

144. Needless to say the· Dutch di1filian population 
were nmazed at the $peed with which the reconno.issanc'e men 

· manoeuvred and indeed could hardly believe that their Jiheration 
was 'imminent (ibid; also Weekly .. Suznmary of Ops, 2 Cdn Inf Div, 
25-31 Mar 45, as above)~ · .i'..s the .. day,. ended the Regiment ·came 
under command 4 Cdn .L'...rmd Div, which wo.s now abcut to· enter the 
battle ( 2 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 1 Apr 45 , Serial 25 82 )· • 

• t ! .. 

THE ENEMY'S · SITUf .. TION _:..T 23.59 _HOURS 'i :.APR 45 ~· :· .. 
'145. Although it . wn~ still · po'~si,ble ;·thnt_ .. the enemy 
might ~(lke some steps to slow · down the ·:.advanc·e of the Western 
Powers; there · h~d been little ·evidence . of .it so .fc.r. _The iUlied 
spearhea.d·s : continued to perletrate as much ns. JO ·miles ·dO.fly a.nd 
there was every · indication· tha;t .: soon the h.ea.:rt .of tnd.ust.:r;-i o..l 
Germnny ;vould · be· ~ completely isolate(1; f'urthermo:~e, as o,ur Intel-
lige~ce Sta~~ . added . . " , : _

1
·. .. ~ · :: 

: :on..:-the fronts ne urest to us,. First Pu:f;'a. 1..rtny has been 
.. .. i~revocnbly divided. ·2 ... Pn+-a Corps on the Nort~ is 
··. r _eeling: ·beckWa.rds nnd hnS' no contact '.-wi th 86 Corps 

, to t:P.e South'. f lt. Emrn.erich fl· curious condition obtains, 
. · f.or · 358 Gr-enadier Regiment :is probably in_ T\'.i~nty Fifth 

.· .- .- .. 1';xrny "-and based in Holland r ntper than Germany. "; It may 
as a result withdraw to the t 'jssel for there _c.{m be little 
profit in pulling troops out o:( Holland when ·· l5;ritish 

-- .. ... : 

' I • • .;.. . . '• ' ~· . . ~. 

troops are cutting the r _onds to Germany. 

· . . The , only troops NOT committed and in difficulties are 
_ those in Holland and pnrticularly .the paratroop reinforce­

ments in· .,.the Groningen area. ·.They are now too late to 
affect ;t:tie present battle a], t}?-ough they may distratt 
forces · to · deal · with· them. .; . 

. . 

:_· (First CQ.n Jirmy_ Int .summary No. 274, 
31 Mar 45) 

.~46. · . . ·;·As a · t-esult it wouid:.aPp.ear .: that the Canadian 
battle ' wn·s to · be "a '.· fight on the Ijs.s ~l .River ,. ~gainst an enemy 

.. facing eas.t . (ibid). Indeed it was the -oniy· place where the 
· Germans" c·ould :afford to hav.e offensive or defensive intentions 
at this time. For as the Intelligence Summary concluded: 
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.'.-. - ·~. : i :,: " . ,._~ . ;~. Thcrfl ,·he may be plc.nning a .position . to 'protect 

. · .... ; ,_,. · :~~'. ·.:," his •_ : Dutch -· investmen.ts and to lure for'cei; away from 
°':.'' .... · ·• . r anging . a0ross Germany. 

:". .' · ... ··. ·. : 

The movement out ·Of Holl and has NOT yet been sufficient 
· '.:· .• t · '- ,to prove· evncuntion, nlthoug:t:i it has been increasing. 

'I'he concentrati.ons .. of vehicles and the intense accurate 
:; · . light f ·lnk nt· IHjssen ,VII m«1y well indicate some 

offensive intentions East of ·the Ijssel. It is difficult 
· F'. ·• · to see, however, how these can be entertained in the 

.,. f nce. of our advnnces, wi t h the few troops nvailable• 

14 7. Some ligl;lt is thrown on _the ·. enemy's rearguard 
manoeuvres during lute March by the statements of Lt-Gen Herman 
Plocher, Cor.manding 6 Para Div. That formation after its first 
commitment at . Millingen was ordere~ to defe~d the line between 
Gendringen and Isselburg with 8 Para Div on its· left and 346 Inf 
'Div on its right. Plocher's .men however were soon forced back 
in a north-easterly direction to f ace south from Terborg to 
Anlten. Due to the sustained efforts of .JO Brit Corps, contact 
with 8 Para Div was lost in n .few do.ys, and ·Plocher was left with 
orders to held and delay as mU:ch -as possible ·whlle 8 Paru Div . < ,. 
was withdrawn farther to the north-east. When Plocher was .finally 
gi,ven permission to :f'nll back, the Alliad armou .. red column·s .·had · 
cut off his line of Z.etreat into Germany proper nnd, as ·the 
Interr0~ntion Repor~· :explains, · 

••• He was then put unde·r 88 Corps of 'IWenty-Fifth Army 
and told to withdraw· to the Twente Carial. Inn slow 
fighting withdrawal the division reached the Canal towards 
the end of .March and there took up a line from Zutphen to 
Lochern to Hengelo. During this withdrawal 346 Infantry 
Division had c.rossed over the Ijssel River at Doesburg 

. leaving Plocher to defend the east bank of the Ijssel by 
·.himself • .. 

(Interrogation Report, as above, 
Folio 24 - Lt-Gen Her.man Plocher) 

It was while taking .up the defence of the Twente Canal that 6 Para 
· Div-· received a welcome allotment-- o.f . fresh troops _. _. _The$_e .. cam,~ __ from 

31 Reserve Para Regt, which though 1200 strong and accompanied .by 
an arti_llery regime11t, were small encouragement for the bloody 
tr!als ' ahead. As subsequent events will show the stop-over on 
the Twente Canal was short and cos tly. (Ibid) · . ·· · 

148. The situat·ion, as it existed at midnight on 
1 Apr, proved beyond doubt tha t the enemy could never hope to 
re-establish n line that would hold t he 1Ulied avalanche. His 
only cnan.ce of delaying the overwhelming disaster which ·s·hadowed 
his ev~ery step backwa.rds lay in a retreat to the· Nattonal Redoubt 
which our Intelligenc~Staffs knew might be based in ' the Austrian 
Alps. At the same time the enemy might continue to resist in the 
so-called fort+esses of Western Europe~ such -es the port of Dunkirk 
or in the Channel Islands or in Norway, a possibility on which 
General Eisenhower lat·er made the following comment: 

Knowing the Nazi mentality, I had little expectation of 
an immediate all-embracing collapse and an abrupt 
terminntion of ·the struggl e through complete surrender . 
while these ·outposts r emained unsubdued. : 
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. · ... 149 • . , .';.i. Howe.ver;;! On -·1 Apr a·n .event took place which brought 
victory t .<>.our doorst.'ep .• · On : ~_hat. qay 2.1 :Army Group and Twelfth 

_ ._ U. s . .. A:rmy l~nked up near Lipp:St~d't; ~nd · ~~€'. p_hy~ical encircle nent 
·· ~- · · ·of tJ~~e ,R.uhr ;was completed • .. ·rh1s was an qperation on which the 

Supreme .Comman,der had placed t h e highest priority. and which he had 
·considered essen~ial before laqnching any further thrusts to the east , 
ln . ~peakitJ.:g of 1 t later ne sa10. 1 

. . 

' ·. ' ' The operation constituted. t he ;Largest double envelopment 
. . in history. Inside ·the po~ l\:'et we -had trapped the whole 

. of t ·.ie G.erman ·Army Group .B· a nd two. corps . of 1:).rmy Group H, 
including the picked t·rD'ori~ .'.wno . had byen .ma$sed ·-in March 
to defend, . the southern a:p i;>ro~qhes q:f' the . Ruhr agatnst 

. . "the .,immediate : offensive whi er t~e. enemy had ~.rroneously 

.. expected· us to .iaunch northwfi+d from the Remagen . bridge-
, head. · ·; .-· ' . ·. . · 

( Ibidr'P· 128) 

pONCLUSI ON 

/ 150. I _t is difficult to· explain why Hitler vs ·High Command 
imagined that it could carry on the fight. •rhe German· losses had 
been enormous and the sign~ of complete defeat were all too clear.~* 
Moreover it is certain the_t the most seasoned of his'professional 
so·ldiers, those' high-booted and self-exalted members of the Officers 
Corps, realized that disaster was imminent and were ready _ to accept 
defeat qui~e · unconditionally, (though with the _consol.tng thought 
of honourable surrender). The answer to ·the enemy's µhwillingness 

·_to give in must .be looked for among the fanatical principles of 
the Nazi-cult Which decreed that according to the intuitions of 
.one man, The Fuehrer, an entire people must tri·u.rnph or fall. With 
speed and violence our a t~ack had dri.ven the enemy into a corner; 
escape was impossi.ble. . Hitler ' .s army\ was on its knees, the knock­
out blow was abo'Ut to .be ... de::i,ivered-• . . 

' '. ' . 

151. .. This . :report was . :'.3 r~p~re~ ·by Capt P .A. Mayer, R~C~I.C. 

···:{ 

. , . .. . ~ 

••· 1J:?fJrt~~l~ ... 
. . His tori cal Sectiqn . ( G. s'.). 

¥ i' ,' . ~ ' •· \ 

'. ,.:·.· .... 
~ . .. ·The . Ruh:r had bee'ri.

1 

iso+ated by a:i;r ·:.a:eti.on early · in f9_4'.5 . ..... . 
In addition'°'tq th~ . di:reqt .dam.a ge to . f'a,ctorie:s, · t h~ tr~rg1;- ... . 
portation sys~e.ni pgd. been. wrec l~e d -,. 'and -the " coal "·a ·.µd . stet~ l .. · ' 

· produced there~, .. o.tl "vilhich . the Qe r i11an . .war economy .. ' 1ar.gely .. depend­
ed, had been, for .the . time. bei ng . denied ·the enerriy • Before 
operations deep into the German interior could. safely be 
undertaken, howev9r., th~ 41lies had, : fallowing the Rhine 
cfrossings to comple~~ tlie'. encircleniertt or· the ~uh:r and . 
the :elimination . d:f any qa~ger ' from.' t he pbc-ke-t wb'.lch would 

.. b.e thus created, . W~ th th{ s vast armory rn .Allted hands, and 
the Russians ih .control of it s Silesian count erpart, GermanyYs 
power of continµing to wage ."".'?.:.!'. .. vv:ould be destroyed even were 

,..: . .-... .. her .. ~rmi e s tq .. .. t.J:e : preserved · 1 .rl~~.<%q _t. -, 'rhe essential weapons, 
-~-~.: .L.--·-' -amm~1:t-i-on, .ana:-- tuel produce-,d:'.·:.:li>.Y t;he Ruhr would be denied 

:·~ .. .. .to. ~.:t;hem, · and-· ;even the local f a ctories dispersed about Germany 
: ··:. ~ to -r.S.scape the --·A:llied bombs wO'ul ci be brought to a standstill 

through lack of raw materials, for the bulk of which they 
were yet dependent upon the Ruhr and Silesian resources. 

** See Appx 11B11 to this r eport • 
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, . : To:P. ~siCi?Er ,. 
.~.~ ~.9fYf~6 .. ~o 

· ' 
.· ~.:.: ·~ HQ J CIN INF DIV · 
.... 4::~ ··,~\, 

· .:· · · Confirmatory Not es 
• t, ' 

. ::.t~ 17 .. Mar 45 
Mar ~r,?r :~ ·i :. 

.......... ,, ., .. ·. , ... ~:, Conf.er~hce : 1600 hrs 17 
· ·. · ."'.~· ·:~ 1 ·. ~.} fi~ ~:_ lJ :f-,.' .. :,;-~:- .. i···,· · i . . ,. _> .. ; :: 'l <---~ 

Ref MaPs·t ·. t r/a~:~. 006 · .. -
I °t" , ••. 

... ~ ,' 
. '. 

I ~ .' 

- She~t .. NQ~ - · 410;3, 4104 , · 4203, 4?-04. 

GENERAL 

Sec\.irt.ty 

l The fact that the Allies ·intend to cross the R RHINE in this 
general area is well kn0Wn, and it may be accepted that the 
enemy may stil~ have a .means of comn from this area• 

. 2 However every -end·eavour must be made to keep secure the date 
of crossing and the exact site of the ~ crossing. 

) NO OR, exc.ept key pers ··( e.g·. CJ:~rks .and Draughtsmen) will be 
... briefed until D-1. . ... , . . '.' . 

. · ··'. 
·r' • 

Topography 
"\ ... ; 

4 The ~rea ::c6psists mainly of flat low 
drainage ditches and the undulations 
rising gr.adually to. the NE,' with the 
to- the WN, Further Details - See JO 
issued to al~ · addreesees. 

country crossed by many . · 
of the ALTER RHEINS, 
main HOCH ELTEN feature 
Corps Int DOSSIER NOT 

) 

! :: 

5 This div will · op fcrJom .the 1/25 ,ooo map. · : .'' ! .• ::'. 

,• . .. .. Photos ·- ·-· - . - . ---· - ~ · -

6. Recent air cover Qf the ·a r ea will · be : avail'abl~ shortly. 
·Old q-over taken · 1ast f!S.11.; 'has been obtain'ed :an:d can be issued 
pending arrival of n:ew phot·os .~ . . ,, :· ·, :- ·· 

Political 
j . 

7 The initial stages ·of the op will take place . in GERMANY Jmt 
shortly :afterwards the DUTCH - . GERMAN bordei .. w111·· be· cross·ed 
again. The actions of the tps must be governed a.~.~ordingly • . , . . ··-···- . ·-· . . ... . 

INFORMATION 

. . . ·. ~ : 
Enemy 

8 It is estimated tha:t · the enemy -j_s'- holding the ARNHEM - COLOGNE 
sector with thps.e · ~ivs·· which were , driven across the RHINE by 
ops VERITABLE and GRENADE, ·stiffened possibly by certain res, 
between WESEL and rARNHEM. F:our ;'Para divs, 2, 6, 7, 8, will 
probably be encountered with ll6_. J2z Div in the background as 
a layback d:j.v and possi blY·· S. regt:· of .J46 Div available also 
in a counter-attack role. There are in the WEST seven inf divs 

. (245, 361, 346, 198, 708, 716, div from NORWAY or ITALY) any 
one of which might be committed betwuen '\NESEL or ARNHEM. , It 
is expected tll~t rth.e paratps .wil1 fight with ·determinatiofi 
and . if forc-eci 'fo give grow;id under pressure will adopt the 
.Policy of str~n.g rearguard actions. · · · · 

( ! [ : • . r } 
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ONn Tps 

9 21 A:rmy Gp is throw.ing three arniie's "trans fluvium RHENUM" 
with RIGHT NINTH US !i:rmy, CENTRE SECOND B~it Army, LEFT 
FIRST .·p:dn Army. 

10 SECOND Brit Army is crossing with RIGHT 12 Brit Corps, LE.FT 
30 B_:z;-it Corps. 

·= 

11 .30 Brit, c·or:ps with under .comd 3 Cdn Inf Div is crossing in 
the area or REES 0752 • . ·The initial b~head as per trace 
att, will be est by 51 .(H ). Div with under comd 9 Cdn Inf Bde. 

,' ' • 't· i',.l .~ \ ~ I 

12 43 (W) Div is then to cross ~:add:· :~rill talce over the left sector 
Of the brhead and will assume: comd . of 9 Cdn Inf Bde. 

13 51 (H) Div 1s to adv NE to~ard BOCHOLT 2360 and 4.3 (W) Div 
towards .. . MU.TEN 2070. 

14 When 4.3 (W) P,iv is complete across the RHINE, 7 Cdn Inf Bde 
followed by Tac HQ ~ Cdn Inf Div Will cross over and the 
following changes in comd will take place. 

9 Cdn Inf ~de reverts to comd .3 Cdn Inf Div · 
3 Cdn Inf Div reverts to comd 2 Cdn Corps~ · 

··' 

15 Tps coming: 'under c omd 3 Cdn Inf Div will probably be: 
-

One Armd Re~t from 2 Cdn Armd Bde 
Elements 79 Armd Div. . 
6 Cdn Inf Bde (if required) 
One coy lift of Kl\NG1lROOS. 
Addit-ional Arty - details NOT yet firm. 

INTENTION .I ,; 

' ' 
16 3 Cdn Inf Div will' break out of the .30 Brit Corps brhead 

at REES with a view to securing a brhead at EMMERICH 9760 
to .protect bridging ops at .EMMERICH by First Cdn !.:rmy. 

METHOD (Note: No disposition of a~y armour is yet made in the 
· : . · following allottment of tps) · 

17 The op will be undertaken in phases as follows: 

18 

PHASE I 
. .. , 

9 Cdn Itj.f Bde Gp (under cdmd ·5·1 (H) Div) 
. with under comd 

T.asks · 

94 Cdn A Tk Bty RCA 
••c" coy CH of 0 (MG) 
'two pls "D" Coy CH of 0 (MG) 
is cqn Fd Coy RC~ , ·. 

One coy 23 Cdn Fd l\mb · 
Oba sec 4 Cdn Pro Coy 
A mob coln - details .later. 

'. 
' I •• 

19 (a) To provide one bn gp to under comd 154 Inf Bde. 

(b) To pass the remainder of the bde across under order_s 
of 51 (H) Div. ' 

• 
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(c) To pass a mob coln. (details later) through ""with a 
view to securing the crossing at 9960. -"- ~~.. --· 

; {.d')..-, ·rr_ ;this .ts successful and resistance is lt,. to ·tbring 
_ ,. ,', · ·the · . .remainder of the bn fwd and protect the 'LEFT flank 

.. ,- . : ·! . ·: · _ ;,1,;;.of the ·brhead• , ~:/' 

PHASE II 

20 7 Cdn Inf · Bde with under ·comd 

Tasks 

. . 
105 . Cdn A Tk . Bty RCA 
"f .. " Coy CH of 0 (MG) 
One pl ."D" Coy CH of 0 (MG) 
6 Cdn: Fd Coy RCE 
One Coy 14 Cdn Fd" lilllb 
One sec 4 ddn Pro Coy . . 

and in sp (under comd for move) 

12 Cdn Fd Regt RCh. 

To .cross-. over and cone as order~d by '3 Cdn Inf Div. 
' 

21 (a) 

(b) If 9 C~h Inf Bde is ·succ·essfu-:1 ·in seizing the crossings at 
.9960·, : 7 .·Can Inf Bde will 1 be c·o"ti'c irmnediately behind 
9 Cdn Inf Bde. · 

If the crossings are NOT taken by 9 Cdn Inf B~e, 
7 Cdn Ihf Ede will .pass through and secure a brhead 
area 9960 and enlarge ' brhead towards NETTERDORN. 

(c) · Enlarge brhead towards EMM:ERICH. 

PHASE III 

22 8 Cdn Inf Bde with under comd 

. ., 

' -
: I 

Tasks 

. 52 Cdn A Tk Bty RCA 
"E" Coy CH of 0 (MG) .. 
One pl nD 11 Coy . CH of 0 (MG) 
16 Cdn Fd Coy RCE 
One coy 22 Cdn Fd 1\mb 
One sec 4 Cdn Pro Coy 

. -

. . . . ··-·· -- - -

23 (a) To cross overj pass through 7 Cdn Inf Ede and capture 

(b) 

EMMERICH _ .·. · . ~ 
{ 

If little resistance is met then 8 Cdn Inf Ede will 
occupy area 3 as per att trace. 

.r 

( c) 

(d) 

If this . :i.s NOT possible~ . to firm up in · the EMMERICH area. 

To be prepared to adv in a NORTHerly direction WEST of 
the HOCH ELTEN feature. 

PH.ASE IV 
. l •f f . . 

24 If hy resistance is met by -,g Odn· Inf , Bde then · 9 Cdn Inf Ede 
will capture area 3 and will exploit NORTHwards to the line 
of the obstacle, 930640 - 990650 as shown in Def Overprint. 
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. 25 . In t~e: . ev~pt that . =hy r esistance is met ·by ·s Cdn Inf Bde 
l- , and._ 9. Lo0.n" .J:Q.;f · Bde then 6 Cdn Inf Bde may · be ca.lled on to 

attack and capture the SOUTH end of the HOCH ELTRN feat~re. 

ARMOUR 

26 Probable tl:iat one armd r .egt ·Of 2 Cdn 1\.rmd Bde will be under 
comd and one sqn Croes from 79 Armd Div-. F\J.rther details 
will be passed on later. : . 

27 7 Cdn Reece Regt· :will b e prepared to ·either be phased in 
late as a recce· regt · or to be launched. . early in jeeps and 
carriers to take up ·~ holding role on the RIGHT flank of 
the div. Will also ·provide Mob Coln ul'lder comd 9 Cd.n Inf 
Bde. 

\ ' 
1\RTY -

28 12 Cdn Fd Regt will be in sp of and under comd for move 
Of 7 Cdn Inf Bde. 

29 Ar~y Comd will moye ~ith Tac HQ, 3 Cdn Inf Div. ' . :~ 

30 . Remaining: two fQ. regts wtll remain on 'NEST bank and =will 
; be controlled by ORA 3 -Cdp Inf. Div through line ·comns 

.. provided by CC.Rf,. 2 Qdn Corps. · · 

31 

~ · 
~ ' . . 

? Cdn A Tk Regt. less three btys will move; ;twd with residue 
of the div as ordered, It is possible that 94 Cdn A Tk Bty 
will be taken fr9m ,9 Cdn Inf Bde ·and move With remainder of 
3 Cdn A Tk Regt. 

M. 
32 One Hy AA Bty and one LlVl Bty from Corps or Army resources 

will cross over with 3 Cdn Inf Div coln. ' 4 Cdn LAP .. Regt 
will be emp in the Pepper Pots .and will ' cross over with div 
residue as ordered :by t h is HQ, . · 

... .\ 
'-·· 

PEPPER POT 
c _·.1: : 

33 Two pepper pots ~ill be org under comd CH of O (MG): 

(a) 

(b) 

Under comd 3 Brit Inf' Div to cover the ini t fk~~ ~.·<?-rossing. 
·r • '<.'... : ~ 

ENGRS 

To cover the adv of the Div NVv along t ·he :RIGHT bank 
by fire from the LEFT. 

. ' 

.. 34 6, 16, lS Cdn :.Fd Coys will be under coma, 7, 8 and 9 Cdn Inf 
Bdes respectively for a ll purposes~ 3 Cd.n Fd Pk Coy will 
cross ovet with div ~$siaues~ 

SMOKE 

35 A large SC ale smoke progrrumne is in op now' aria- may b'e 
obt.ained to screen off the HOCH ELTEN featu1te·. · ·· ,. 

. . ~ ~ .. . ·.. ~ . . ' ;, _'. · · .. ·. 
.I • • 

• 
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LkIB . 
36 Air programme is shown as Appx 0 A" att • 

PROTECTION 

37 In view of the large amount of fJ~ deployed in the area 

38 

39 

and the likelihood of enemy air attack, it is impe'rati ve 
fullest attenti on be paid to, dispersion, cam, and wherever 
possible, overhead coverl 

MIL GOVT 

There will be NO evac of civs across the . RHJNE, but civs 
will be cone locall~ in bldgs and det Mil Govt advised. 

, 

Adm instrs will be issued separately. 

INTERCOMN 

40 Tac HQ 3 Cdn Inf Div will cross over immediately behind 
7 Cdn Inf Bde and will assume control as s.oon as est on 
the "far shore", {location l ater). 

DRLS 
Time of Signature 1125 A hrs 

DISTRIBUTION 

7 Cdn Inf Bde 
8 Cdn Inf Bde 
9 Cdn Inf Bde 
7 Cdn Reece Regt 
CH of 0 (MG) _ 
RCA 
RCE 
Sigs 
6 Cdn Inf Bde 
2 Cdn Inf Div 
51 (H) Div 
43 (W) Div 
79 .i\.rmd Div 
2 Cdn Corps 
JO Brit Corps 
Comd 
G 
AQ 
File 
War Diary 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
?. 
B 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 ' 
15. 
16 
17 
18 
19 

20 - 22 

Sgd M.K. Reed Capt. 

for (NLC Mf..THER) Lt-Col 
GS 3 Cdn Inf Div 
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TOP SECRET 

Appx "A11 to Confirmatory 
Notes of Conference 
1600. -hours 17·: Mar 45 

·, " .. .' . 
. · .. C: . , , <·. ' . . ·~ . : : .. . ' 

(a) 

(b) 

i .. " " • •'' I ··~ ; ~ . . . 

AIR SUPPOBT . ~ ~·' ' 

, . " _: 

HAL:p;ERN, ISSELBURG,, ANHOLT .and PR4EST ·have been 
submitted as targets to be dealt with innnediately 
before the op. . , '· 

The Rf .. F have decid.cd' to . att ack ' H.l\.LDERN artd PRAEST 
with a strong force of fighter-bombers during the ·_,.. 
last hour of daylight on D minus 1. It is considered--· · 
that visual · attack is bett E? r thnn attack-.on .· ir,istrµments, 
·as these two vi~lages .are ~OT .good: h,y:O-bq.thber targets. 

(c) ISSELBURG and LNHOLT will be attacked D minus l/D With~ 
a force sufficiently heavy to ensure tl';l.eir destruction • 

. :.'.. .·. Last bomb will be hot .later than firstlight ., on D.P.ay 
: . . ~; ; and. probably n.earer to 0001 . hrs. : ·: . ··:. 

;: ~,; :'. ·~ " · .. , ":(d') Crateri~g has been accept e4 .on all ):our . targe~s. 

Interdiction 
. ,. ! ·. ~ . • 

2. A progrannne is now in opere.tion designed to produc.e by 
D day the maximum paralysis of the railway network in 
the area -

Z'VOLLE - ELBERGEN Bridge - RHEINE - NEUBECKUM - SOEST -
SIEGEN' - SIEGBURG, 

3. This programme includes attacks on viaducts, (the BIELEFELD 
viaduct was hit by RAF Lancasters with 22,000 lb bombs on 
15 Mar) bridges and rly centres both in the above area and 
leading to it• 

Air Sup.port Communications 

~. (a) The FCP will be working centrally for the benefit NOT 
of 30 Corps alone but of the whole df Second Army~ It 
will intercept (and can in suitable cases take on) 
targets submitted by any formation with a tentacle. 

(b) 51 (H) Div will have -

(i) A DD tk fitt ed with a VHF set and fwd and rearward 
comns. This will cross with Staffs Yeo and be avail­
able for use on the further bank as a contact tank 
and as a tentacle. 

Fighter-Bomber Support 

5. ( e.) Hostile btys are first priority as targets for D day. 
Thes e will be pre•arranged as far as located and other­
wise be dealt with on observation by Tac/R or by 
fighter-bombers themselves (also by Arty/R). 
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5. (b) Targets put up through tent acles will be dealt with 
i~ the normal way, either under control of Army/83 
Gp or of FCP. The Contact Tk or Contact Jeep Outfit 
can wt~re necessary take control of aircraft. 

·. : 
. · .... --·'"'·~ -···· 

· •!° ( 
,•1• :.. •;·:·; • I 

.• ~ . '· · 
· - :_--: 1·-•• 

. ,. 
. ._:.) .: .. RecoSQlt'ion · 

. .. . 

6 • . . -. (a) Fluorescent Panels Will be worn by vehs moving on 

Arty/R 

.7. 

Tac/R 

_.>~-- - the EfJ3T side of the river. 
' 

(b) White 5-pointed stars will be cleaned• 

( c) Yellow smoke will he" ava ilable for use to, indicate 
fwd tps only to the air~ 

, I 

Four· sorties per day for 4 AGR1~ a.ild four sorties per day 
for 5 AGRA have been reque$ted. 

• I ~ • 

. ' . ; 
,, .. . 

8. Th~,. area. on :36' Corps r ·ront will be. covered under Second 
Ar~ cont;ro], ap_d ,· th·e , contact car with 51 (H) Div can request 
specific . missions by a T~c/R qi.rcra.ft wnich cari .. ke:ep in touch 
With the RAF .controller at : Div ' HQ, ahd-- r~port to. him from the 

· , ·air· the res'ult$ of the ·recce. · -- "· ... · 
' . ~ 

. ! . 
: .: 

.1. : 

~ : . 

-.,. . . . 

. ,-r·. 
J --

• ~ l. I '··. , • 

·· .. .. 'l ... .. . - ······· -
. ·-· ---· ,j_ . ..... . ·::.t :·· · 

:·. 

. . ' r · . 

' . ,'. 

1·i 

- ·'\ . 
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... , 
• . 1 '• • • 
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APPENDIX "B" · 
to Report No. 19 

OP ''PL UNDER II 

CA$UALT~S 
. ~ ~:··~-- · ... _._:;__. --. · ....... : .. ~ , .. - . , ' . 

.. . .. . . Sizhi·e·· 11n11• Day- ana up· to 2400 hours 1 Apr 45, The 
Canadian, British and American Armies had, besides killing and 
woundi.t11g ve'I!y large numbers of the eneiey talce.n approximately ·· ·· 
1, 261, 826 prisoners {H.s·_. File 21.5(Jl. 98,D.305) Enemy Casualties • 
. Total to 012400). In view of t;he results achieved so far, our· 
CMn losses for the battle east of the Rhine (since the eomIJlitment 
ot Canadian troops on 24 Mar 4.5) had been light. A near estimate 
can be drawn from th~ figures as they stood at 0600 hours 1 Apr 45. 

Consolidated Casualties 

Killed, Wounded, Missing TOT.ALS 

Officers. Other Ranks Officers Other Ranks 

3 : Cdn Int . Div 

7 Cdn Inf Bde 
8 Cdn Inf Bde 
9 cdn rnr·Bde 
C,H. of o. (M.G.) 
1 Cdn Reece Regt 
3 C~ :; Inf Div Tps 

2 Cdn Inf Div 

4 Cdn Inf Bde 
5 Cdn Inf Bde 

. · 6 . Cdn ::tnf Bde 
Tor Scot R. (M. G.) 
8 Cdn Reece Regt 
2 Cdn Inf Div Tps 

4 Cdn Armd Div 

10 Cdn Inf Bde 
4 Cdn Armd Bde 

29 Cdn Armd Reece Regt 
4 Cdn Annd Div Tps 

2 Cdn Corps 

2 Cdn Armd Bde 
18 Cdn Armd C.Regt 

2 Cdn Corps Tps 

First Cdn Amt 

13. 
1 

18 
0 
0 
4 

36 

0 . . 
0 
7 
0 
0 

:-2. 
7 

0 
l 
0 

..Ji 
2 

1 
0 
0 

l 

H~Q. First Cdn Army 0 
A. Tps Area First Cdn Army 01 

2 Cdn A.G.R.A. 1 -1 

· l.56 
64 

241 
0 
2 

22 
48.5: . 

l 
2 

100 
0 
4 
2 · -109 

0 
.5 
0 

B 
l.1 

9 
1 
3 

l' 
0 
4 

12 -16 

. 
' 

.. 

I • . ' ; , 

36 48; 

,. 
\ 

' . t • 

! · ,. 7 109 

2 17 

1 13 

1 16 
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Consolidated Casualties 

Killed, Wounded, Missing TOTALS 

Otf icers Other Ranks Officers Other Ranks 

Total canad.Hui. Casualties 

} Cdn IM" Div .. 3~ 48; 
; 

2 Cdn ·!nf' Div· .. 1 109 

4 Cdn Armd Div .2 17 
. •' ~ ! -.. ,:. -

2 Cdn Corps l 13 
- - - . 

First Cdn Arm7 1 l6i - -.. - --· . .. . 640 47 . -. ~ .~ ... ·- " ' - 47 - - --
Other Tps attached to Fi'rst 

'· 
Cdn Army 

21 Gp Brit Pnr Corps 0 2 

102 Gp Brit P nr Cor1»s o . 0 

~4 Brit A,G,R,E, 0 · . . 2 

74 Brit A,A, Bde 0 0 
-· 

107 Brit A.A, Bde 0 2 -0 6 -
(W,D.i A. & Q.; H.Q. First Cdn Army! April 1945~ Appx ·a, 
Conso idated c. and s. ·state as of 0600 hours l Apr 45, 
Sheet 252, pp.} and 4). 

0 

640 

6 -



OPERATIONS BY 2 & .J CDN DIVS 
23-31 MAR 45 
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6 PARA DIV 

I LT GEN PLOCHER 

. 17 Para Re9t 

EMMERICH 

' 
. 

. 
. . 

REE'S 

. GERMAN DISPOSITIONS 
ON 

~ 

24 Para Re9 

104 PGR 

XANTEN 

SECOND BRITISH ARMY FRONT 
~ 

1000 HOURS 26 MARCH 45 

I O 2 3 4 5 
MILES m=:m::::illlm-llllli::=====:im-...t:::=====1-- MILES 

BOCHOLT 

R P s 
~ 0 

7 PARA DIV 

Re9t 

394 Aslt 
Gren Bde 

86 
CORPS 

GEN ERICH STRAUBE 

REMNANTS 
84 DIV 
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