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56a. The British Army of the Rhine (B.A.O.R.) 
has turned out a series of highly interesting Ba~tlefiold 
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while it does not make any changes in the Canadian 
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76a. The British li.rmy of the Rhine (B.4.b.R.) 
has turned out a series of highly interesting Battlefield 
Tour studies. These were written with the object of 
providing nn accurate yet concise story of the r;ios t 
important battles and of the rneny problems concerned 
with ther;i. The B.A. O.R. report on Operation "PLUNDER", 
while it does not make ~ny changes in the Canadiah 
narrative necessa~y, does have great historical value 
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regarding 

(a) The part played by 12 Brit Corps on 
24-25 Mar 45, with particular reference 
to the operations of 15 (S) Inf Div and 
the Air Operat ions connected therewi. th. 

(b) (i) Tactical and administrative build-up. 

(ii) Problems of organization of traffic 
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Operation ''PLUNDER": 
In the ASsault Across 

Reference Maps: - G:s.ci.s. 4414 Ho118.p.d and Germany 
. 1/25,0QO Sheets 4092, 4003, 4004, 

..... ·41,02., 4103, .4104.,- .42·04, 4203. 
' ·. ·. 

. l. . The following narrative c·ontinues th.e seri'es 
of official reports dealing with the oper·atiohs of the Flrst 

.. · .. Canadian .ArmY' in. Nc>rth-West Europe and .is a direct s~quel to 
· ·Report No. 186. . It describe.s the part played by the Can.adians 
in the .assault a.cross the Rhine .(Operation "PLUNDER" by: · 
Second British A:rmy on th.e night 23/24 Mar; 9 Cdn ·1nt Bde 
being under- conman.cl) · and deals with ·the expansion of tlie :flliine 
bridgehead by 2 .Od.n Gorps up to 2359 hours 1 Apr· 45, ·the time 
at whioh H.Q. First Cdn Army bece.me fully ~perational on ·the 

·'.· _,. 

east bank of the Rhine. · 

2. The successful conclusion of Operations ''VERITABLE"* 
(of which "BLOCKBUSTER'' was a: part) and "GRENADE"][ on 10 Mar 

· left the Supreme Commander in a position to enter upon ·the 
decisive stage of the war on the Western front. · The winter 
ottensives by First C.an~dian and Ninth U.S. :Armies hf:ld now given 
the Allied toroes control of the whole of th·e west bank ot the 
Rhine tro~ the Dutch - German border to the bridgehead established 
by General . ~radley•s 12 U.S. Army Group at Remagen some 12 miles 
south of Bonn on 7 Mar. It was thus possible to contemplate the 
launching of operQtions on a ,large scale into trans+Rhenish 
Germany. So f~r ns 21 .A:rmy Group was concerned, the assault 

. acres~ ~he river had been . oonceivea. ·by Field-Marshal Montgomery 
as an pper~tion which "required to be under the control ot 
one ·.Ai!my Commander rather than two" in .the no:i'the~n . P~Pt ot 
the sector, (Hist Sec File AEF: 45/First Cdn Army/C7E: _ 
Gen~ral Cre~ar•s Despatch to the Minister of· -N.ational Detenoe, 
5 ~ Apr · 45, para 7); further to the south he .. pr~posed to mount 
a·co-ordine.ted assault with Ninth U.S. Ar.my near Rheinberg. 
With th~ attainment of his ob;j:ectives on the west be.nkt therefore, 
the c.-in-c. was able to regr.oup his forces and give Lt-Gen 
I>empsey the necessary frontage -. and the responsibi.lity· of 
forcing · a crossing in the: area. of Xe.nten and Rees. ·The intention 
w~s to est'1bl:ish fl bridge)lead, in con.junction with First u.s. · 
Army.to isolat~ the Ruhr from the rest of Germany, and break 
in~,9-.r "t~ :~o~ .~n.. · plaif'_. '(Ibid}· . . .. · 

PLANS AND PREPARATIONS .. FOR THE /iliSAULT -ACROSS THE RmNE 

· J. · As.- General Crerar outlined "in· his Des:patoh to 
the W.nist.er -ot National: De.fence on .. ~9 May : 45 ., 

i: · ·. . . . 

• See Historical Reports 185 and 186. 
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.... . -
••• ~he C-in-C's plan was to cross the Rhine with two 
armies on a front to include Rheinberg and Rees, the 
Ninth US Arm::r being on the right and the Second British 
Army on the left. Under Lt-General Dempsey's command 
the 18th US Airborme Corps comprising the 17th US anA 
6th British Airborne Divisions, was to execute the third 
and last great airborne operation . of the campaign. The 
initial intention was to capture Wesel as a centre of 
communications.. The bridgehead so gained would be 
expanded to ensure the tONn and its roads against 8.JilW' 
interferenoe frcm. the south and ·used as a base from which 
to seize Enune.r_i_ch and the impQr.tan.t. ~ .c:r.ossing there, The 
whole area wo.ul<l th~n .be .. developed: .. iJ~L~.ept.h: ·t_o enable 
fuither offensive operatiqps ti;> be . niount.ed'.. 'by all th±'ee 
armies east of the Rhine and north of the Ruhr. 

(Hist Sec 1ile .AEF: .45/First Cdn Army/C/E; 
General Crerarts Despatch to, the Minister of 
·Nation'al 'Defence, 2'9 :Mat. '45,' para 3; see also 

. G.·o.c.-1n-c. 'file i-o., c~-1n-c. 21 Al'm.y Grou,. 
D1reot1ve M.js9, 9 ~ 4)) 

4~ Ninth u.s. Army ~as to assault across the Rhine 
near Rheinberg protecting the right flank ot second British 

--

Ars:JJ.y and the bridging sites at Wesel. Lt-Gen Dempsey's toroes 
were to cross in the areas of Xanten and Rees, while XVIII u.s. 
Airborne Corps would "drop ini• Jm.orth ot Wesel (A.EF: 4.5/21 
Army Gp/C/F, Docket II: page 47). Thus the two attacking armies 
would secure a bridgehead east of the .Rhine within the area 
bounded ·by t~e towns of Duisb.urg, Bottrop, Dorsten, Borken1 
Aaiten, Doetinchem. and Pannerden·· (General · Crerar• s Despatch, 
para 5J. While the 21 Army Group plan oalled tor First canadian 
Army to take no active part in the assault• during this phase, 
the Ar1II:f was to carry out several feints along the river ·on 
the left ot Secomd Army and "to hold the river line from 
Emmerich to the sea, the security of the bridgehead over the 
Waal at Nijmegen· and of the islands on the north side of the 

. .. . ... Scheldt Estuary ·being primary requuemont&"• By 23 Mar the 
-.,i individual areas of responsibility were as follows: on the 

right, 2 Cdn Corps tran the Cleve-F.mm.erioh road to Milligan with 
elements of 2 Cdn Inf Div holding the river line; in the centre 
from M1lligen to the juncture of the Maas and Waal 1 Cdn Corps 
was established with 49 (1H.R.) Inf Div firtn in front; while 
on the left, along the Maas westwards to the se~, 1 Brit Corps 
had tinder command l Pol Atmd Div, 4 Cdo Bde, 116 R.M~ Bde and 
the Royal Netherlands Bde, {See also Report No. ·186• paras 
169, 179, 184, 186). At the same time First . Canadian .Army was 
required 11to make all preparations for bridgtng .the Rhine at 
l!mmer1ch and for taking command of our 1odg~ment area to the 
north and nO'rth-west of that place 'When so ordered" (ibid). 

' -• > • . • 
' " 

5·-·' . · · The second phase was intended. to carry the Army 
Groupts broader penetration into an area bordered by Hamm, 
Munster, Rheine, Almelo, t>eventer, Apeldoorn, Otterlbo and 
Renkum • . The Canadian boundary with Second British~ would . 
then include Emm.erichi Doetinohem, Ruurlo, Borculo a~d Borne; 

. and the direction o~ General Crerarts 'f'YneTatlon~ would be to 
the north. (G•0.c.-1n..;C11'. file ·l-O, Cea.U..O' 1J. Atiq Group 
Direoti•• M 5~91 9 M'a:t 4') 
6, . General Dempseyts plan · oalled for three well-
timed assault crossillgs followed by the airborne trdrop". The 
northern thrust would be made· on D minus 1 by ;o Brit Corps 
against Rees while 3 :Brit Inf Div held the west bank of the 
river along the Corps front; Lt-Gen Horrocks would then proceed 
to establi~.A and p~J.lQ. _up his ... 'br.tdg~b.E?..§ld with a :view to passing 

. . .. ·~ . 
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his o.rmour through • . Further to the s outh, Lt-Gen Ri t chi e 's 

_ 12 Brit Corps --wa.s to execute o. double punch; the f i rs t by 1 
·-· : C_9.b-. Bde ago.inst · Wes-el l a te on D m~nus 1 to capture the town 

__ \ and ~ t~e bridges over the river Lippe and the -\ Sei ten Canr:il; the 
··· :-' · . sec·ond on · D Dny by_ 15 (S.) Div on.:-.a two-brigo.de ··f :ront from 
. '._._: · " the :a..rea of '-Xanten. _ The western bank on this sector would 

· be. h6-id by 5 2 ' ( L. ) Div, wh,o hna· orders to hpld a brigo.do group 
ready to reinforce the 15 ( S. ) ·Div. .. 5 J (W •) . Div, With upder 

. command: 4 Brit ~d-. Bde, e.nd -7 1.rmd Div . constituted· the build 
up forces for 12 Brit .Corps. (AEF: · 45/21 .krmy Gp/C/E_, Docket II: 
Notes · on Operations of 21 J~my Gp, 6 Jun 44 - 5 May · 45, section 7, 
cPP· - 4 7-49) 

7. The Airborne opera tion,. due to go in on D Day 
itself, wo.s designed t ·o seize the high ground about five miles 
north of Wcsel and to help speed . the capture of t he v i tal 
bridging areos. 6 Brit o.nd 17 U:.S. Airborne .Divs were to 
capture the Diersfordt Vvood and' 'Ijssel bridges in that area 
and est a-blish contact with 12 Brit Corps{ after tha t 6 Brit 
Airborne Div would oe relieved by 15 (S.J Div, while its 
American counter-part would push on to the e est, assuming 
temporary command · of 1 Cdo Bde and ·h B.ving a priority c ull on 
6 Gds Tk Bdc. 17 u .s. l~rborne Div wou-ld fina lly p8.SS to 
Ninth U.S. Army when convenient. (Ibid) 

·a. _ As ·the le.ft flank of 21 ~:..rmy Group1s f o:.~thc oming 
operntions wns to be n Cnnndinn responsibility ·, Gen e:r 'J. l Crernr 
h .:::..-: ·::..g:-eed with ·Lt-:Gen Dempsey · tJ;l,nt 2 C9-n Corps would be placed 
under the oper:-i tional contr0l. of Second .Army shortly before the 
actual as s ault was launched. · The. Canadian formo.tion would 
then be passed over the Rhin~ at · tho appropri.o.te time and would 
be used to extend the ~,Rees pr-idgehend to the north-1.•:<; '1t toward 
Doetinchem nnd Aal ten ruicf 'to, .secure' Emmer.ich as a - c ent re of 
communications o.nd c s a bridge. s .ite. \IVhen the river had been 
bridged at that point 2 Cdn a·orps · wquld revert to Gen i?r a l 
Crerar's command (General drerar's Despatch, pnr~ 5 1. The 
prerequisite then to the First Cdn J.i:rmy operc:.tions wns the 
constructi on of a bridge nt Emme-;r:-ich, but this was no·c possible 
so long as the high ground to tffe north-west of Emme~~-- i c h 

· remained in tl;Le enemy's hlinds: ·; This wooded fe a ture , known as 
the Hoch Elten, rises to a height of some 240 fe et nnd covers 
the roughly triangula;I' are ~ bourided by Eltert, Kilder, Zeddam 
and 's Heeren berg. Tlre Hoch El ten had long been a.n objective 
of high priority because of its dominating position and it was 
with the particula r tosk of seizing it ' thnt the Canudi ans were 
t9 be passed through -th'e left of Second Army over the JO Corps 
bridges • . ThE? first ma.in ,task of 2 Cdn Corps was to att a ck 
through"the left of 30 Brit Corps, to -advance on Zutphen 
( 949L.:J -and Dev enter ( 9207) , . and in· c onjunction with o..a opero.tion 
by 1 'Cdn Corps against Arnhem,- to · regroup facing east for th~ 
thrus.t into GermRny. (H. S ._ 215Cl · ( DJ51) G. S. O. 1 Ops file O:p 
"P~DER", Vol 76, outline plan 2 Cdn Corps, dated 18 Mar 45) • 

. The operation by 2 Odn Corps was to be known as 0 HJ;.TICt.:.KER" · 
(W.D., G.S., H.Q,. 3 ' Cdn Inf .Divt March· 19-45: · Appx 13 , Op 
"PLUNDER" folio "FLANKS" 51 -(H. J Div Op Instr No •. 35 . dated 
22 Mar 45, pa;r-a 28'.J:. · · · .. _ · -

9. ; The full implications of the northward thrust 
fr.om the Emmerich bridgehead were tha t with 2 Cdn 'Ccrps Gener c. l 
Crerar would cerry the defences of the _Ijssel - prepared by 
the enemy to withstand an assault eastwnrds - by tnking them 
in the rear from the east. After cnpturing Zutphen n.nd Deventer, 
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he would seize· . Ap~ldooin .and the int.ervening. high ground .· towards 
Arnhem, He would take Arnhem itself by -an assault'· crQsSiiig ·over 
the N:eder Rijn wi.th _l ddn Corp~ w:µtle · the·. e·n~m.y was· ·already 
~ngaged>:wi th- 2 Cdn ··corp$ farther ndrth-. · .· ~is engi·i18ers would 
then be pre.pared ;_t"Q. brfdge' t}i'e · ri ver·:·a.t Arnhem and open up 
conimunication~ ··from .Nijmegen .th.I-ou·g:q '"that ·t .own to the _north-east 
as ··soon as the ·progre.ss . of 2 Cdn Corps ¥de· this pos.sible. 
(W.D., G.O.C.-in-C • . Fir$t -Cq.n .(mny, ·-Ma~ch 1945:. Appx 1, ~ .. 
Directive, 10 Mar .. 45. '),T : . ~~A s~cure _ f~ank . facing west. and :_ :,running 
northwards from the Neder RiJn about Renkum woul~ be .formed • . 
When these c.o.mmunicattons had been established, the · ~x~~ ; of · 
First Cdn Army's operations would then be turned towards t)H3 
north-east". ( Gene.ral C_rerar' s_. Des:patch~· : _para :··7). . 

10. In projecting the cours:e :bf ;.tbe-e:ie ·operati'ons 
General Crerar wrote, · · , . . . ...... . :' 

. r.:· ... 

••• I . decided that when' .. the 2nd. C·anadian Corps ·-had · 
captured the "Stokkammer> Bosch ·:and 'H.qch -_ E.lt.en · featu~es 
and was advancing to secure the ~ ·f.ront between· Doetinche.m 
and ·Pannerden; tlie 1st cS.nadiari."Corps .would .:P.:d.ve ·b"he 
enemy from the south-eastern portion ' of the - ~-ij:tn~gen 
"island 11

, anq make cont~ct ·With . I:.t"'.'Gener_~l _p~mon.G.s ~ ·· 
forces along the Pannerdensche canal'. As . the latter 
advanced northwards and aecured t .h.eir left flank .. 
to the _ lin_e of .the 'Ijs_sel between · Doesp~:;:-g .ltr1P; v1~~~~er­
voort, Lt-:Ge.q.ral_ Foulkes would cle .~r t -he , no.r4·hern-- ·. 
porti.~n _, ·or the ''isl~nd" arid gain · c ont-r6lr or ·. ~th t:?. 1;e~'j:; · 
bank of. the Ne<ier Rijn f -or the · PUI'PC?·~~ of estabJ,i,!3hing 
a bridg.chead·· nor~h ~f the ~iver:· and ·, west ·.,of." · Ar~em as 
a prel.iminary to the capture .of the -town i_t:sel:f.~~·· 'I'.his 

crossing was to be_ planne·d to· takE:J., place at t.~Hf~sanie 

time as, . or slightly subseq;uent to, _ the oross:i.r;ig_· O'r the 
Ijssel by .-the 2nd Canadian Corps, which would ' t)e :ma.de 
after lt-Gener!ll Si~ondS' had gained ·· the .line . [)e;it_ween 

. Delderi, Holt~n and · Deventer~ . · 
. '·· ... 

(Ibid, para 8: see also w~D.- , _ G.o.c.­

in:c. First C,dn _Army, Ma~ch 1945:_ 
~ppx , 2, Directive, 24 .Mar·· 45J · · , 

. ~ ... . . ; .. ' 
~ . . .. ~- , ' ' ' \' . . -

."11~ A regrouping of cop.side'rable proportion -now took 
place to bind the agr e_ement betV1een 'Generals·' Crerar, and. Dempsey 

·. -$.nd to coincide with Second . Brit.ish .Army's ·plail ·of ·assault 
· 'scheduled for the : night of 23/24· Mar 45 . {H~..S. 21501 ( DJ51), 

G.S. O. l Ops file, .~ Op "P1:iUNDER", folios 74 ·~ 76, '. 81 l.• Lt •. Gen 
Horrocks' JO Brit ·Corps took. over J" Brit · Inf Div in s·itu,.,from 
8 Brit Corps, while- .. 2 Cdn ·Corps came .under the operational·· 
control of Secfond ···Ar:my aif l200. h6U~$ ' 20 Mar:~ On the ~ame q,ay 

' ~ Cdn Inf Div · was placed· dire6tly _under the . command of;:. 30 
·' Brit Corps, which in turn ' passed ' .9 · Cdn: Inf Ede to :51 . (:fl. ) Div. 
(~: Folios 74, . 76, .81) -.. :. _.' ·. 1 ·.< , . . 

'.; j: ,( . . ". '- \. ' . . • ':: .· . . 

12. . , . · The attack by JO Bri:i' C:or-ps : was to '.b~ ·carried 
out in three phases·.!£ In the first,· 51· . (:fi.~) Div, . with ·und~r 
command 9 ·Cdn Inf Bde, would. sec.ure the initial bridgehead) 
a-t the same time · .being responsibl~ : ·ror p~ssing Brigadi~r l.M. 

~Rocki~gham•s · batta.11ons over the Rhine :and, when opportunity 
' . . .. . 

"•!I f' . ·. 

ll See Appx "A" to this report. 
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oti'erid~ tor co~t~1ri$ . them to actio~on the -left. Following 
tmmediatel.y behind 51 {H~) Div would be one intantrtbrigade 
and the Divisional Headquarters or 43 Int Div, who would on · 
arrival{ take ove.r 9 Cdn lnr Bde . tor build up and relieve -the 
lett br gad~ of the HighlaDd Division. ' Then would come the 
remainder ot 43 -.Int Div :followed .by .the rest ot 3 Cdn Int Di11. 
Once these moves were completed and its operational strength 
was considered gre~t enough 3 Cdn Int Div was·to resume full 
control ot 9 Cdn" Inf .Bde and or the left tlank, At t}:ds p.oint. 
the second phase, the development of a three-divisional tront,. 
would commence; with 3 Cdn Inf Div on the lett, 43 Int Div in 
the centre and ,51 (H.) Div on the r1ght, with a view to build· 
1ng up the iodgement area so that the third phase, ~ armoured 
break out along the axis Bocholt, Aalten Groenlo, could be _ 
launched. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945: Appx l;, 
tolio "PLUNDER", Op Instr No. 49, 20 Mar 45; Hist Sec tile 229 
02, 2(D1) "PLUNDER" R.A. 30 Corps Op Instr No. 3.5, 20 Mar 45) . . . 

1-'• 3 Cdn Int Div wa~ to ·remain under oanmand ot 
30 Corps UDtil such a time as a~equate communications existed; 
when that stage was reached the commander ot ·2 Cdn Corps would 
take Qver the direction of Opera ti on i•HAYMAKER" on the lett 
tlank. ,(H~S • . File 21;c1 {Dl5l); ,G.s.·o. l Ops file, Op "PLUNDER", 
tol1o 76~· Outline Plan .2 Cdh .Corps, 18 Mar 45; also· Folios 
66, 67, t>8, 69, .notes by Col G.S~ on conterenoe with commander 
and. c. ot s. 2 Cdn c·orps on Op : ~'PLUNDER" " 14 Mar .4.S). On , · 
14 Mart at a conference held a~ H.Q. 2 Cdn .Corps to disouss , 
the probable course of operations, Lt-Gen Simonds had indicated 
that in order to 'allqw bridges· to be erected at F.mmerich, he 
considered that a ~ridgehead must cover an area of at least 
4000 to 5000 yards• radius with its centre at l!'.mnierich. To 
secure such a bridgehead was the initial task ·ot , . Cdn Ia:t' 
Div, but the Corps Commander explaii::ned that it this operation 
prov~d at all "sticky"; he would ?le prepared to reinforce it 
with part · or all of 2 Cdn Inf Div. (Ibid: and rolio 72, Op 
"PLUNDER", l? Mar 4.5) - .. · 

SUPPORT FOR . 'ffiE OPEILTI01' 

14, - . · · - ·'l'h·e immediate air support for . Operation ~.LtJNDERt' 
was itaelt gigantic, end may be broken dCMn , into five .. definite 
phases. The first or these, the -interdiction programme to 
isolate the Ruhr, had actually. beg.un earl1 in February. At · 
that time eighteen bridges on the most important routes trom. ' 
central Germany were selected tor destruotiol'.}... The respons'ibility 
tor these targets hud been divide~ between the Allied medium 
bombers in the theatre and the strategic air forces in England. 
In solemn .. suocession each of.the chosen bridges was attacked, 
with · the result that by 23 Mar .45 only three or at the mo.st four 
ot the original eighteen structure~ remained in use. Though 
not directly -connected with Operat.ion ''PLUNDER" at that time, 
these onslaughts (to quote an of.fi'oial report} "pr.ovided an 
appreciable bonus thereto" (AEF: . 45/21 Ar11Jy Group/S/F '*Air 
Action in Support or the B~~k_o_Lthe RhiM; lile,,y .. 1945 11 ) '.'""Tli'e -- -
second -phase,· this · ·one specificali.y designed ?or Operation 
''PLUNDER" covered a long term. interdictioh programme begun 
early in Maroh, with Bomber Comm.and ••going all out" to paralyze 
the enemy• s transportation network ih· ·the rear of the battle 
area, attacking the area which included ZWolle, the Elbergen 
Bridge, Rheine, Neubeckum., Soest, Si:eg~n. and Sl,egburg. The 
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offensive inc.luded heavy bomber attacks on all existing viaducts,• 
bridges ·and r o. il ce,ntr·es beth in t ·he nbo;ve area nnd l _er;ding into 
it. 

. - r 
15. The third phuse of the ait operations comprised the 
p.re._D Day, bombing, tp.e object of which wb.s to r· educe th.e enerpy' s 
will to fight, to hipder his defonsi ve preparations and.;· to· _disrupt 
his communications·. The targets i n this pha s e , insofar as 21 
.t.:rm.y Group':s fr~oht was concerned included, (us pre-arranged ' 
tnrgets,-)the .towris of Ho.ldern, Iss elburg, Ariho1t and Pro.est. 
These plac.es were high in pri-ori ty to recei v~ treatment; Hc:.ldern 
and Praest were to be heavily att acked during the last hours of 
D minus 1 by a st:rong force of fight e·r bombers, while the other 
two centres were ear.rµe.rked for certafn destruction by first 
light on D Day. The fourth phase, also a _pre-n rrc..nged progre.mrne 
was planned to es.t ':lblish and maiptain air· superiority over the 
assault ureas, 'the dropping · and landing zones., with pnrticulc.r 
reference to those ntr-fields cape.ble of handling jet propelled 
Qircra.ft the appearance of which had, since the beginning ·of 
the year, increcsed enough to substantiate the f act that the 
German Air Force~ -were. attempt i ng e. serious reviv.al. It wa s 
of nbsolu~e importapce that the assQult across the Rhine should 
go forward wi th6ut .. ·in}erferenc e. Therefore all o.ir strips 
were to be att a.ckGq 'on D minus 3 and on D Day by ~ver 1400 
mnchine;s, of Eighth U.S.A.li.~F •. with extrR sweeps by .2 Tactical 
i' .. ir Force and VIII :Fighter Command of U.S. Army .Air Forces. 
Other necessary it/ems in the fourth phase included tlie neutral­
ization of the enemy's flak defences, the provisions.of fighter 
cover for the air-borne attacks, the close support fOr the 
assault and the preven~ion of enemy movement into and within the 
battle area.. The last phase provided for the day to day support 
after -the·· initial atte..cks across the Rhine. For this purpose 
adequate air support communications were allotted to all the 
assaulting units so that local air support could be c.alled for 
on short notice. : Most hostile batteries were already dn the · 
pre-arranged target list, but any other such interference observed 
by either Tac/R, fl:rty/R or by the fi ghter pilots themselvGs 
would be dealt with ,on the spot. (Ibid; also W~D., G.S., H.Q.. 
3 Cdn Inf Div, Mar.ch 1945: 1-..ppx 14, sub-appx "A" to idr Support, 
Confirmatory Notes, . Conference 1600 hrs, 17 Mar 45, also 
Report b The Su r eme Commander to the Combined Chiefs of Staff 
on e . ~era ions in urope o e i ~Ee 

6 June 1 44 to 8 May 1945, P• 9~),~ 

16. . The ar}illery support was ·to be equally h~avy. 
It was divided into four parts. 1he proper counter-battery 
programme beginning at H minus 4 . involved the use of 746 
guns, a portion of which would h~ve already ranged and carried 
out some destructive shoots since 1300 hours (H-8).. At H minus 
3 most Of these guns were to cease fite but 256 Of them would 
continue to blast the enemy's positions until H minus 45 minutes. 
In addition, beginning at B minus 3) the counter-mortar programme 
was to c·ont·inue until H Hour with 80 pieces hurling their pro­
jectiles 'to disccurage the ehemy from manning his own close 

I One of the most important, the one at Bielefeld, had already 
been severely hit by R.L.F. Lanco.sters with the new 22,000 
pound bombs on 14 Mar. 

~ Page numbers used in this report refer to the edition 
published by the U .s. Government Printing Office, V.Tashington 
25, D.C. 
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support weapons •. . . Simultaneously,. while ~2 ·field guns from 
Gds . "1\.rmd and .3 C"dn Inf Di IS blinded the enemy's observ· ti.on 

( ·po'sts with smoke until H minus 90 minutes ;-:-·the JO Corps . .. pre-
. ' ·1iminary bombardment glliis, 408 in number, were to fire ip . 

unison until H minus 4 minutes. A further weight of deadly 
metal was to shower the east bank of the river in a "pepper­
pot" shoot controll~d by .3 Brit Div, with under coIDI!l.and C.H. of 
0. ( M. G. ) , .3 Cdn A. Tk Regt and 4 Cdn L. A.A. Regt to begin at 
H minus 2 hours and to be carried on to H plus 5 minutes and 
be on call there a.ft er. This first npepper-p.ot" would drench 
pre-selected targets on the left flank of the attack, excluding 
Rees. A second shoot, controlled by 51 (H.) Div, covered 
the right flank of the attack across the river and included 
Rees. The crescendo in this thtinderous overture was to come at 
H minus JO, when, after 10 minutes' conplete silence, 516 guns 
would belch forth to herald the supporting bombardment for the 
actual assault by the Highl~nd Division. This was to go on 
until H Hour, aft.er which" a: harassing fire ~rogramme by 80 guns 
(mostly 3.7 A.A. operating in .a '. ground role} would come into 
effect to isolate the immediate battlefield. (H.S; File 229C2 
2( D7), Op "PLUNDER": Fire ·Plan Table Cloth, . 3rd edition, 
sheets 1 and 2; R.A. 30 Corps Op Instr No. 35, 20 Mar 45; 
PJJF/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V, Fo!J..io 12, Appx 2, Op "PLUNDER", 
Trace "PEPPER-POT" gun areas). 

17. D Day for the operation was to be 2~ Mar, with 
H Hour for 30 Corps at 2100 hours D minus lt However, even up 
to 1600 hours on 23 Mar this colossal and carefully planned 
attack was subject to postponement if weather qonditions were 
not favourable. Special code words were devised to define 
whether the operation was "on" or not. (W.D., G.S., H.Q. 3 Cdn 
Inf Div, March 1945: Appx 18, 51 (H.) Div Op Instr No. 35, 
22 Mar 45) ' 

TOPOGRAPHY OF THE BATTLEFIELD 
~ 

18. In making a topographical study of the ground 
north and east of the Rhine which includes Emmerich, Bocholt 
and Wesel, the area may be divided into four types of country: 

(a) 
( b) 
( c) 

( d) 

The Rhine flood bed. 
The Rhine flood plain. 
The stretch ot low sandy plateau between the 

"!jssel and the Rhine. 
The valley of the Oude Ijssel River. 

The Rhine flood bed is bounded by the main dyke which follows 
the north bank of the Oude Rijn and thE Alter Rhein. It is 
subject to complete submersion at time of high water. The 
countryside, which is found below the level of the river, is 
mostly pasture land with fields geometrically shaped and 
·frequently hemmed by drainage ditches. Hedges end trees are 
few. In the immediat.e vicinity of the river there a.re numerous 
stretches of dead w~ter, patches. of low scrub and peat bogs; 
in addition, much of the ground · liable to flood remains marshy 
even in· dry wenthe~. The ·surface soil- is either rGd or blue 
clay based on sand · or .grc.ve1·; this. same surface being traversable 
to all vehicles in dry weather. After rain however it becomes 
genera.J}y .il_llP~.[:Jsabl~ to wheeled .-vehicles c.nd quite difficult for 

• ... 



· i . 

. : ....... 

:-• . .. 8 .:. .. 
..... . ... 

tracks. (W.D., G.s., H.Q,~ .. 3 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945: ·Appx 15, 
tf?lio ,.~O Corps" Op · 1'PLUNDE!t": 30 Corps Int Dossier No • .r, · 
13 Mur--4;,: Part IV; G.S.G.s. 4414, Maps 1/25000, sheets 4:002-.5,. 

- 4:102-;, 4203-5) ' . . . 

19.. The Rhine flood plain · is mainly the area which· 
would be flooded if no qykes ~xist e d. It is frequently inter­
sected by meanders and- streams which represent the original 
oourse of the rive~;· in many places around these are found 
small lakes o~ patches of stagnant .. water. Generally it is low 
slightly undulating ' coun~ry, mostly arable with some pasture. 
The population live in smal+ villa ges and isolated farms which 
stand for the most pQrt on the highe r ground. These communities 
are connected by a network of secondary narrow roads of uncertain 
surface which could not ·pe expected to sta~d up to much heavy 
traffi~. The clay soil would immediately make cross-country 
going dirticult during and after wot weather; the small marshes 
and peat bogs would ·.be further obstacles. It is on the eastern 
edge ot a single sand plateau which forms an. island on this flat 
plain that the town of Emmerich lies. Emmerich its elf is· 
dominated, ixnmediately to the northwest, by high wooded gro.und -
known · as the Hooh Elten feature. The capture of this feature 
would .be essential to uriyone wishing to hold the city securely, 
and -enemy firmly entrenche4 on Hoch Elten would fight strongly 
to hold it and would -be difficult to dislodge. (Ibid; and 30 
Corps Int Dossier No. I, 13 ~ar 45, as above) ~- · 

20. . . The low sand plateau exists as a minor· ridge 
dividing th~ Oude Ijssel valley ~rom the Rhine_.and runs roughly 
.tran Wesel to·Anholt; it is also to be .found around Bocholt 
as well as north and west of 's Heerenberg. . In general this · 

.~ype of country is h,.3~er than the flat plain and has fine ·· 
sandy soil. On ·1the ridges , are many small woods surrounded by 
arable land, and the people live mostly on farms and in hrun.lets 
'!_hich have sprung up at the numerous road junctions. (1£1.~J 

21, .. . The Valley of the Oude Ijssel is flat and open 
with many pasture -fields running right up to the river's bank; 
mos~ .ot the land is arable. -There are few hedges, the fi'elQ.s 
belng bounded by ditches which .are sometimes ·· a·s much -"as· 1.5 to 20 
.teet _w_j.._de. These are in themselves firm obstacles, especially 
·rormidable north of the river where the ditches are deeper. 
The so11 _ in this region is loam, which would all.ow.· a free 
passage for most vehicles in summer and some in wtnter, ·though 
any heavy group . of vehicles might be liable to_ bog down. (~) - . 
22, . · ·communications in the flood bed and plain general-
ly depended upon the secondary road sys tem, ~whic·h was poor and 
unable to take heavy loads. However, t.~e other roads in the 
sand plateau and the Oude Ijssel val ley, though still not good, 
were more developed and of better quality. The autobahn marked 
on most maps was _only in the earliest · st8:g_e of construction. 
It appeared then, that the majority of· mo"ve~ert.ts beyond the 
Rhine would be confined to these roads• '!'he .main obstacles 
would obviously be the dykes, the ri ver.s • th~ '.Woods · .and the · -· 
Wesel - Emmerich railway, , Aro~nd the,se· obstru.~·tions, the - · · L 

enemy, a pr.oven master in -delay~n~acti.on, p.c;mld be ·expected to 
put up a stiff' resistance~ ~· (Ibid)~ . . . : . . · 

~ . . . .. 
•.' -

--------------------~·«· ' • .I . 

X For a detailed topographical study of the area see Inter­
Service Topographical Department, I.S.T.D,/C/403/Pl, 
Western Germany: Frontier Zone, Sheet PI, Topogra~ Roads, 
and Br!dses (Copy available at Joint Intelligence Board) • . 
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THE ENEMY SITU.1.TION 

•: .. ,_ 23, _ . · . · · : · Hav~ng got the remnants · ,o~ hi~ forces back 
- .· ·aor.oss . . the rive·r in comparatively good order af.ter· Operation 

. 1~m.0CKBUSTER" 1 .· ' the enemy migllt .l>e .. expected to make . frantic 
. ·p·rep~rations ·to me_et the coming~ ·storm. - But the que·stion of 

· - · ·h~ . he woul~ : -dispose his forces on· the ea~t bank . was n·ot an 
easy one to nnswerJ mainly because from 11 Mar to 15 Mar there 
had been almost · complete lack of contact. On 16 Mar, however; 
s<)me air .photographs gave· indication that the .ertemr was continu-

· 1lillg to b\lild up his stre!fgth in the angle of th·e Rhine and the 
Ijssel rivers, . particularly in .A.A~ positions. . · 

. . 

. The latest air cover shows new positions . from Emmerich 
(E96) to·zutphen, at Dolten (A07) and at each side 

· of' the Hoch El ten ( E96) ·feature. ]\lrther field artillery 
also is being em.placed in the gun are~s centered at 
Hoch El.ten. A corresponding reduoti9n 1n A.A. is seen 
north and east of Zaltbommel ( E26). There: is:· no · 
turther clue to the formations to be employed on our . 
immediate front exoept that 116 pz . Div still appears 
to be hovering in the ' backgrour,td east .or l!lnmerich. 

(First-·Cdn Army··::i:nt Summary No. 259 • 
16 Mar 4 5 ) · · :. . · , .. 

' \ . 

24. Since the task of exactly placing the German _ 
formatfo.ns was only accomplished by the thorough investigation 
of the existing sources, the pieoing toge~h~r or the jig-saw 
was sloWl but gradually the information . trickled in, was · 
analyzed, confirmed and passed on. It became clear that a 
heavy concentration of guns had been assembled under.cover· of 
the woods on the dominating feature of Hoch .Elten, · from which 
the low-lying river country could be overlooked for several 

. miles upstreant. Along the froht west of Emmerich our observers 
· .·~ liad spotted acme 160 cannon (W.D•, Historical Officer, H.Q.. 
· ··First Cdn A:rmy, 18 Mar 45 based on First Cdn . .ftrmy Int ··Summary 

No. 262, 18 Mar 45), Battered though his troops might be,: · 
harried and urgently reinforced f~om his depleted depots and 
training establishments, the enemy was seeking anxiously to 
depl.oy the wasted strength of his formations to the best · 
advantage along this last great water barr-ier 1_n the west. 
(Ibid) : · . ·.. . '· , · .· 

25. By 2400 hours 19 Mai' I ,t-.:Gori De:mpseyt~ Intel11genoe 
Start ~portecl thati 

On the · 1ower Rhine front . above Nijmegen the enemy. 
sho-ws considerable nervousness and a great sense of 
urgency in carrying out his preparations. This is 
indicated by several factors, including road move­
ment in the general area North of the Lippe and a 
somewhat aggressive at-C; i tua.e in the air, designed 
. bot~. to ascertain Allied movement ~d to. disrupt 
00mmunications. It is fairly clear that First Para­
chute Army crossed the Rhine reasonab~y well · to 't>l.an 
and in fairly good order. It Hr ala.a certain th'at 
the bulk of. the equipmen.t of this . ·.Army was got acr'oss 
the Rhine ,and the enemy ?s priniary .conoern, in so tar 
as . Second army. is concerned, is to prep_are _ tor a 
crossing over · the Rhine below the Ruhr - e.n area 
which he considers-· to be a very feasible Oil~ .from the 
point ot view of ass~~Jt .river crossings~ -~. 

. .. -·-··- ---··- .- - --·- (AEF:· 4.5/Sccomid A:rm:,JL/;F.J . :rioaicei ~t: 
.9 Feb - 29 Mar. 4.5; Int . B~ry No. 289, 
19 _Mar 4.5) · · - . 
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' 26. At this s :.::.me time it was confirmed that 2 Para 
Corps was the right-·h,:i.nd corps of First Para Army. 6 Parq. Div 
was known to be u.Il<;ier c0rnrnnnd 2 'Para Corps on .its right,.· inclusive 
E.m.meric.q., exclusive Rees; in the centre, betweeD: Rees · and Xanten, 
8 Para Div held its. line; while ·on the left, from Xq.nten to 'Vesel, 
was 7 Para Div. ·rhe · centre corps was p;t'.bbably 86 Corps, with 
84 Div on the right anq. 180 Div i n th!3 centre. The left flank 
here could not ?e ' ~onstdered beyond .s_.p~culat .ion ·. · One P?int, 
however, was. fairly clear, 'I1he sector from .Vesel to Duisburg 
was lar~e, possibly : ~bo large - fQr a si~g~e corps, and on the 
face of this i t. ·appeared that 2. Para Diy' on the · left flank 

.of First .Para Ar.my .might belong tb a nothe:r · corps, the right-hand 
division of which :might be 190 .rnf Div·. · :fai ting behind to the 
rear, 47 Pz Corps "was .loc.ated. ·This corps, which consisted of 
116 Pz Div ~nd . 15 Pz · ~ren Div, had . peen ·carefully traced in its 
movement after it had covered" a good ·part of ' the withdrawal across 
the Rhine, and co~ld be. found. i~ a northerly direction through 
Borken up as far as the line Aalten - Zelhem (0580). The 
Intelligence staff accounted for 47 Pz Corps in these words: 

. .,; ... 

It is fairly clear tha t the task of t his Corps is 
mobile reserve to Army Group H and ~ossibly to Twenty­
Fifth Army as well, and }t is so placed as to be able 
to meet an emergency either in the vesel-Emmerich 
sector or further North across t he Ijssel • 

27. . . . Besides 47 Pz Goris, ·t;here were knovt.n.i to exist 
a number "or 11fe.i1rkreis Batt-a.lions , most of which ar-:.peared to 
be in the area of Barken. The t a sk of t he se battal~ons .was 
a)parently to prepare the towns in their own area for all-round 
defence and to combat any air landing attempt. . Th.ese s_omewhat 
inferior troops were backed by se~eral mobile flak units, whose 
·primary role was anti-air landing, but who would come into 
operation in a ground role if the loca l si tua ti on demanded it. 
On loca l defences the First Cdn 1 .. rmy Intelligence S~aff qornrnent-
ed: · 

.... 
...._ .. : I 

. . -
It is ~ uite · cl ear that defences designed to ~top us 
crossing the Rhine are not in an advanced stag~ of 
preparation. The main trends of activity are ·tn .the 
areas of the crossing places of ~mmerich, Rees~ · 

" ~ . Xanten and w·esel. The tendency here is for thE? 
existing defences to fan out in all di·:r.ec.t4.ons and 
eventually' were they allowed to proceed~ some semblance 
or a line ~ long the river, or standing ba ck from it, 
might emerge. It is this ) reparation, with the somewhat 
doubtful assistance of civtlians and· V.olkssturm that 
is going on da ily and in feverish haste. 

(Ibid) 

Thus we see the picture of the First Para Army sorting itself 
out, its undermanned divi s ions retnforced in an area that was 
not ~s yet ready to stop our penetration across the Rhine. 
Nevertheless, whatever the state of pre1aration, whatever the 
strength of his divisions and however weak the mobile armour 
back of them might be· ·- these paratroops could be expected to 
fight as 'fanatically as ever. (Ibid) 

... 
; -------------------·---------------

* :;vehrkreis: ·~ - Field r epldcer,1ent uni t s in training under command 
Military District St a ff. Used in eme r gency as 
loca l defence. forces. 
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28 1 Subsequent in.terroga.tion of many, of the German 
Commanders o,oncerned has been p·ossible, and it ,has established 
that .. the appreciatton·s or our Intelligence Staffs were substantial­

. ly .. 00,rrect. : . First· Parachute· .Army was commanded by General Alfred 
. . "Schleniln·· ·~ "tigh;ting man Of "undoubted military ability:'. ( L.EF: 
" · 4.S/F!rst Qd~ Army/L/F, D'ocket III: Sfecial Inte.rrogation R~ort 

Gf!n~ral 'A:ttred Schlemm). He told his interrogators ow he ha d 
prepared to defend the Rhine, filling .up his ranks - depleted 
by the. Rhineland fighting - with 50,000 to 60,000 reinforcements, 

. "the i- .es~rved category workers, convalescents and too-old and 
too;..youngs 11 • · He claimed that he foresaw our use of airborne 
troops tpassist in the crossing, anticipating that such landing 
would ta!Ce place east of Wesel. This was in the urea defended 
by 86 Inf Corps, ocmmanded by General Erich Straube, whose 
.ability was held· in contempt by his broth13r generals. The actual 
area of tl:l'e expected airborne landing was defended by 84 Inf Div, · 
led ,by Major~General Heinz Fiebig, o. man who gave his interrogators 
the :·impression that he was "n charming fellow · to have at a party; 
the last man to lead a division in the field". (Ibid: Special 
Interrogation. Reports. General Erich.Straube, and'"Maj-Gen Heinz 
F!ehls) ·· · · 

29 • · The right of Schlemm ts army was in more c_apable 
hands, for to the north of 86 Inf Corps stood the tough _para­
chutists of 2 Para Corps, under the , comm~d or General · der 
Flieger Eugen Meindl, whose "reputation ha4 been 9n.hanced by 
~ords of praise . frc:m both his seniors arid subordilIIJS.tes 11 • ( Ilb>iq: 
Special Interrofation Re~ort, Genera1 Eugen Meindl). This ·1 .. ed~ , 
i'aoe& little ve eran of orway, Crete, Russia and Nomandy had 
about 10, 000 to 12, 000 fighting men ·in his c.orps and L according , .. · 
to .. . h;is recollection when interrogated in tho spring of J946, . ·· .· 
ab'out 80 field ' and medium guns, as well as 60 dual-purpose ; · . .. 
8§°'mm anti-aircraft. Like his _immediate super~or, Meindl was- , · , 
conc~rned at the prospect of an allied landing from the air, . -but 
he appreciated that such a landing would take place neQ.r ~e os. '.'. ' . . 
With 88 Inf' Corps ot 25th Army on his l'ight . and 86 Inf Corps .. , '· 
on hi·s left, Meindl' awaited the attack. He deploye.d hi~. corps ·" .. -
with 6 Para Div holding the shore on the ri@.l_~ ,·, _7 Para. D'!v-· ore · ... 
th~ lef't, and 8 Para Div. in the c en_tre. (1E1£r · . . 

' . . ·: ·\ . . . 

30. Typical of the three generals who led the parachute 
divisions is Lt-Gen Hermann Blocher, Coitll'tlander of 6 Para ,Div. 
In the forceful personality 'of this sound professionai soldie!' 
is a. clue to the fierce, skilful fighting of his parachutists. 
A highly qualified airman and sold.ier, he had served 14 mon.ths in 
the Spanish Civil War as a member of the German ("Condor Legionrr. ·. 
With G,ooo to 7,000 men he held the east bank from Emm~rich to JJ 

just north of' Rees. As the roads leading out of Emmerfch w'er,e . 
not very good, Plocher thought .the attack would come, riot against ., 
his sector, put at Rees. (Ibid: §.E..e. <dal Interog13.tion Rep&rJ. · · · 
Lt-Gen Hermann Plocher). · · ·, · · · 

1. :. 

}l.. . Whatever depths of'. <ilejection ~ th~ · rest or; the . . 
German· forces had reached, these men of the para~hute divisions , - , 
still intended to fight to the end,, , At a later date pris,oners . 
fra:i a paratroop division gave this im:pression of ·high norale to 
their Am,erican captors: · · ... · · · · · 

They are proud of belonging tb an elite branch, 
however exterminated it may become in the meantime. 
They ar·e, as a rule, younger and physic11lly better,. , . :.· 
qualified than other troops. -Their relations to the · , ; . 
Army ara without a stigma, in co.ntra~t ,;to the notorious 
SS gang. They like to con.sider · themselves t he successors 



~ • ,-'t • 
. . 

of the crack troops which invaded HollRnQ i n 1940, 
Crete in ~ l941, -:.nd mr:.de '1 lo.st-ditch stc:nd in Cassino. 
Actually, only o. hnndful ho.vo survived tho·sc tvmonornblo" 
days nnd1 considering tho qu~lity and length of Parn 
training riow given, only very few would equal thoso 

. ·n.c c omplishmcn ts. 

Prncticolly ·all ._ of them ha ve been made to believe that 
Hitler hns restor ed l 8w nnd order, gre~tncss nnd 
equri.lity to ;the -- Gern nn people. The Hitler nyth has 
taken so stro_ng ~ o. hold on then the.t mnny refus·e to 
consider evep '. thc possibility or· a 'Germo.n defc.::i.t. 
Hitler's pronis~ of n victory nnd or secret weapons to 
nchicve it with is acce pted by mnrly 0like a guarantee 
from c. higher being. ~'~ Otho-rs think t 'J:iat Nnzi Germc.ny 
was a good thing until _;.the we.r but th2t Hitler should 
nevm- ·have chnllenge d._._t h~ entire world as he did. 

(First Cdn i.:rny Int SWlJilary 
No. · 271, 28 M~r 45) 

32. Behind the non-flying parachutists and their 
infantry· 8.nd Volksstrtµn su:t elli tos wos tho First Pnrn .irmy 
reserve, 47 Pz Corps, co~llllded by the impos i ngly named Genercl 
Heinrich Frciherr Von Lpt~·wit~ •. . When interrogated· l ti.ter, the 
corps commander claimed thc.t hi·s two formations were only 
JO per cent of normal strength, eJld possessed only 35 t anks when 
they retired across the Bhine. They constituted the sole 
remnants of Germen armoun still f r.cing 21 l.:rmy Group. Reinforce­
nents brought then up to ·50 per cent strength in men, but no 
additional tanks were received. The "corps was ·deployed in defence 
bf the line of the Rhine, with 15 Pz Gren Div north of Bocholt, 
and ll6 Pz Div centred

1 

around Ruurlo, wniie the General had 
est ~blished his headquarters nt Silvolde. Ltittwitz plnced the 
corps in these positions to deal . with a par~chute lending which 
Lrrn_y Group "H" feared would be 1(1.unched nlong the Ijssel in 
conjunction with a surface assault a cross the Rhine. {J:.EF: 
45/First '. c·dn /.rmy/L/F t Docket III: Special Interrogation Report, 
General Heinrich Freiherr Von Luttwitz) 

33. The enemy's total r eserves capable of intervention 
against "PLUNDERn could pe divided into two categories, 

. (Cl) 
:( b) 

~\rmour and infantry in, the west. 
Reserves from outside. 

Apart from 47 Pz Corps, ~he following infor.r1e.tion was available 
about the PGnzer type formations: The portion o~ Pz Lehr Div 
which was not nlrendy committed a.ga i'n:st . the Remagen Bridgehead 
might well be sent down there very s hortly to assist 9 and 11 
Pz Divs and 106 Pz Ede, none of whom wns hcving en ecsy time. 
3 Pz Gren Div was · in the slow tiroc·ess of refitting. 2 Pz Div 
wc.s, according to :i. rebently at quir ed prisoner, somewhere south 
of the Moselle, but since this f ormation h~d not had c.ny rest 
for some weeks, it wa.s not likely that it would interfere in 
our forthcoming operc~tions. Thus the ch9.nces were thc.t on 
D Duy all armour .exdept -116 -.-Pz .al;ld ·--15·: Pz . Gre~ Di vs ·would .be · 
enge.ged elsewhere• It might, however~ be expect;ed that as in 
trV'E~!TABLE''; . soma odd regiments would .. fii ter into the battle 
area slowly·, . · · . . . , . . 

34. 1t WQ~ estimated ~t this time that none Of the 
uni ts which had : boeh engnged . during the lo.st few days on tho west 
bank would be strong enough _to. be :· moved away fron their present 
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sectors . Potent ial reserves must therefore be sought at either 
end of the western f .r ont, on the eastern .front, or even in 
Norway, Denmark or · Italy. The three last sources were fair 
possib.ilitiei:f, t-he ·Russian front was ·not, for .Marshal Stalin's 

. . men were putting ·on far too much· pressure to permit the release 
. of any··uivisions f ·or ··employm.ent elsewhere. (·W~D., G.S., H.Q.. 

, 3 Cdn II.1.L _.R;t v, Marc'h.: 1945: Appx 15, -".30 Corps" , Planning Int 
, .. Dos sier No. l, .: 13 _Mar ··45) .:· · · 

DISPOSITION AND PLANS OF 2 CDN .CORPS 

35. Immediately .prior to the opening of the Army 
Group's offensive, 2 Cdn CO'rps held the river front on General 
Cre r ar's fl ank b etween the Cleve - · Emmerich road and Millingen 
wi t h elements of 2 Cdn Inf Div (H.S. file, AEF: 45/2 Cdn 
Corps /C/F : Weekly SummaTy of Cdn Ops and Activities, 18 to 
24. Mar).* In the c entre 49 ·(W.R.) Inf Div passed at noon, on · 
15 Mar, · to the -- c'Omniand of l · Cdn ·corps,,. which then: assumed 
r espons i bi l t ty for .the Nijmegen sector between 2. Cdn. and 1 Brit 
Corps. HThus", wrote General Crer a r, "for .· the first time the 
t wo Canadi an Corps. 1'.V·ere operationally committed under i:ny command 
and an historic a l consummation had been realized" (General 
Crer o.r' s Despatch; · pnr n 4) •. On the f a r left, _ the line of the · 
Ma a s river westw2.rds t() the sen was held by 1 Brit Corps with 
l Pol Ar md Div, 4 ·Cdo Bde, 116 Royal Mnrine B~~ · and the Royc l 
Netherlnnds Bde under command, J .Cdn Inf Div $nd 5 Cdn Armd 
Div.** J. ntely nrri ved from tJ1.e Ital inn the o.tre ·of operntions, ' 
r e:nained i n f.:rmy re.serve to be :employed according to the G.O.C.­
in-C. 's plan and ns: the .situation indicated • ... (Ibid) 

,, .. . ·· .. : . , · -
. • .. ..t : ~ 

36. The outlin.~ . pl,12-n ··f .9r ~ can Corps was its elf 
div ided into four phc.ses .'· · ... :tn:· t ·he first, .3 Cdn Inf Div, ha Ying 
att acked thr ough · the left o:( 30 Corps, wa s to. seize Vrassel t 
( 0];.59) with the le .~ dir;i.g brige.de, Emmer:i.ch and the . surrounding woods 
(9662 - 976? ) with the secdn~ · ~rigride, while 'the third· went ori · 
t o captur e t.h G Hoch Elt e,n fe a t 'l;lr·e, If, howev.er, Emmerich was. 
t oo s trongly held, the .town would become the objective of the 
third brigade and Hoch Elten ~as to be taken on· by . en additional 
br i ga de froru. 2 Cdn Inf Div. With fuis end in yieW 2 Cdn ·Inf Div ' 
was to hhve on e brig~de concentrat~d at Rees as soon ns ~ossible 
an d anotheT a l erted ahd rea dy to cross at Rees as bridge s pace 
became · ava ilable. Ma j - Gen A.B. Matthews' third brigede wo.s to 
t ake up a position northea st of Cleve and be· prepared to c arry 
out a scramble crossing of , the river at Emmerich if the town 
was found unoccupied; if there w~s any opposition at all in 
Zmmerich no such crossing was to be attempted. On completion 
of Phase One , th e troops of 2 Cdn Inf Div on the e ast bank would 
become r es ponsible ·for the Corps right flank; and while this 
ph a s e was still proceedi ng, the ba l a nce of 2 Cdn -. Irif Div and 4 Cdn 
1\rmd Div were ·to begin cros.s ing the Rhine. (H.S. file 215Cl 
(D.351); G. S.O. 1 Ops File, Op "PLUNDER", folios 75 and 76, 
Outline Plnn 2 Cdn Corps; 18 MRr 45 ). · · · · 

37. The a ssault on Emmeri ch would have the full 
s upport of the guns of 2 Cdn Corps. · Their qevast ating fire 
-.va s to be directed· against the town, the .Hoch El ten feature , and 

See Hist Sec Re-port No-.- -186; -p-a ras · 179·;·-· ra4·,- 19.3. 
-~ .. . . . 

See Op$r~ti-on . "GOLDFLAKE", Re por t .:N9 •. 181. . ·. 
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_any_
1
of _the enemy's batteries which attempted to interfere with 

· ·the sec'.furi ty .-0f ... the . br.ic1gehead. The operation against Emmerich 
wa;s ·nc;>t,..to .. be ·de.pendent on air support; · it would go in regard-

... · 1.~~s or. ~eathe-r · co_ndi tions, al though if air support was p_os si ble, 
it . wourd -be used. against · the enemy's "choke points.11 to . prevent the 
movement of reserves; and against his gun areas.. (Ibid; -· and 
folibs '_ 66~·9 ~ 7·2, "Notes. by Col- G. S. oh C-Qnference_ wrrrr-c ommander 
and C. of S. 2 Cdn Corps, Op "PLUNDER", 14 Mar 45) · 

38. The second phase would s~e 2 and 3 Cdn Inf 
Divs thrusting ,northward. side . by- side, the former directed 
on Doetinchem, the latter.. to the line of the railway north 
of Hoch El ten. _In the third phase, 4 Cdn Arm.d Div would make 
its appearance on --the right ·to push on to Ruurlo and Lochem 
while the infantry formations continued their advance to 
Zutphen ·(9494), Bronkherst and W"i chmond.- The last phase was 
to be a pivot movement, with 2 and · 3 Cdn Inf Divs advancing 
across ··the Twente Canal ~o .the ·line Holten ( 1009) - Deventer 
( 9207) while Maj"".'Gen V:ok.8$ f arnio'Ured division moved a-n Delden 
( 3007). I_f, after alt t ·p:~se objectives- had been achieved, . the 
enemy was _·still resi~ti,ng at arnhem against 1 Cdn Corp·s, Lt-Gen 
Simonds would assault . westwards ·across the Ijssel River against 
Apeldoorn ( 8003) ., probably, using 1 Cdn Inf Div. In the same 
2 Corps· Order the -allotment of armou+ for the operation was 
announced. . From the start · of the second phaser, orte regiment 
(10 _Cdn Armd Regt) of. 2 ca.n -Armd Bde was to be . under Maj-Gen 
Matthews' command; anot~er t2? . Cdn Armd' Regt) would be under 
commc.nd 3 Cdn Inf Div. (Ibid) .. ·. · · :·. ·. _·. . 

I ' . • . 

· 39. !. , · I~ -its own · corresporiding ~ instructions for the 
battle, n.Q• · 3 Cdn Inf Div allotted the tasks ahead. After 
Phase One (the initial. breakout towards Emmerich by 9 Cdn 
Inf Bde under command 51 ( H. ) Div), . 7 Cdn Inf Bde· was given the 
· job of enlarging the .bridgehead and 8 Cdn Inf Bde the capture 

• 

of,- Emmerich itself' Oi.D., G.S. ~ H.Q,. 3 Cdn Inf Div, March 1945: 
Appx 18, folio _;12 Cdn Cor.ps:i:·. H.~. 3 Cdn Inf Div Confirmatory 
Notes ~t --_C9:pf~rence, 16.00 h_rs, 17 Mar 45}. It had _·been previously 
dec~ded that t .he assaulttng briga des sho·uld- consist .of four 
battalio~s, :each brigade . taking in the leading battalion of the 
follow-u,p form~ tion. In this way H. L.I. · of c. became part of 
154 Bde from thE? planning stage onwards. ( W.D., H.L.I. of c., 
15 Mar ·45; AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F , Docket V: Folio 20, 
Op · "R.LUNDER",;. Report prepared l;>y _Hist Offr, 30 Apr 45}. H.L.I. 
of C.'s special assignment under the Highland brigade was to 
capture the ._haml,~t ·of zu Bienen* ( 0558) and patrol north-ea~twards 
to the ·area of' Am Millingerbruch ( 06.59) as well as towards 
Praest (0359) to ·the no_rth.,-west. 9 Cdn Inf Bde proper was then 
to launch its· leading.-.):>at.ta·lion (Nth N.s. Highrs) through to 
assault Praest, while ··s,_p. '.~ G. -Highrs seized the ground about 
Millingen ( 0757) .• .. It was expE3cted that H.L.I. -of c. wo_uld. get 
across· the river· .by 0200 hours ·on D Da-y with its two si:ster 
battalions trailing ·over some - seve~ or· e ight hours -la ter • . · ( W.D., 
G.S-., H.Q,. 3 Cdn Inf .Div, March 1945: ._ Appx 18, Op 11PLUNDER11

, 

9 Cdn Inf Bde Op Ins tr No. 1, 22 Mar 45) See Appx 11A11
• 

40. : f\,.s D Day appfoa.ched, the concentration and 
marshalling of troops and equj,pment prese·nted new problems 

·- of .camouflage and · concealment . ·rhe whole picture was a k een 

.. ~. - -·· . 

* Notice iri subsequent paragraphs (i.e. ~ 6l)plans very often 
must be changed to meet t actic.al· demands: i .·e. ( a ) H. L. I . of C 

. were . commftted ·against Speldrop: ( b) It was 7 Cdn Inf Bde 
who took Emmerich. 
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reminder of the days prior to the Normandy Invasion. The hi gh­
l~v:e·l ;· planners ac cepted the fact that ;,the enemy knew of our 
intention to ' cros~ · the Rhine~ but ' t .he greatest care ·~-w:as ' taken 
to sBe that the time and the place of the assault were not 
revealech The actua l concentration of the fighting men . and 

.. : _, .!!).SlChinea was far 'from easy, for· the- broad pincer movement · · 
recently _ carried out .· by .Ninth U .s. and · First Cdn Armies ·had 
resulted in . a wide dispersal of .. units which had to be s·orte_d 
out iILall -too short : a " time •. :· (.AEF: 45./Second Arm.y/C/p, .. 
Dqc k~t · I} • . 'i'i..S ·.far as t.he' adminis tra ti on :wa$ cone erned ~ the 
build-:up ()f ammunition and engineer · stores · presented ·an even 
great$r difficulty., for the only · wa.y into . the area between the 
rivers was over First Cdn iU-my's heavily . ladened and already sag­
ging road system about the Reich~wald• .. : (Ibid) 

, ·" I' 

. . . 
41. : · The immense work of preparing for the battle was 
only accomplished by the :complete 'c·ooperation of all services. 
It took place behind a dense smoke screen which covered the 
whole front and even extended into the flanking sectors of both 
Canadian and JJnerican J..rmies. This smoke progr8.JJ1.111e, originally 
started by 2 Cdn Corps during Operation "VERITABLE", was to 
prove most successful·. Vfhen Second .. :u-my took over the Rhine 
ban.:k ,on 10 Mar to begin to. build-up for "PLUNDER 0 , the screen 
was i_ntens.ified .as fitting naturally into the large scale 

· d_eceptton plan to make .. the · enemy- believe that our attack 
}Vas aimed directly at Emmerich. The screen was operated by a 

t smok,e control organization and timed to agree with the needs 
of th P. .. corps involved; only Headquarters Second fi.rmy could alter 
these :t.imings. in'. case of nee-0. for further air photography. 
(i~EF: 45/First · Cdn i\.rmy/C/F, Docket .III, . Vol 1 Folio 16, 
Smoke Screen Op "PLUNDER"; Folio 19, Report on Smoke Screens 
Carried out by First Can .Army, p. 33) 

42. As • a good part of . Second British .Army·· had been 
operating under Gen Crerar durin·g Operation "VERITABLE"; it 
became essential that no hint ·or · our regrouping be given the 
en~my. To this .end, a wireless deception plan, Opera.t16n 
"TR..'.NSCEND", was arranged ;lf this together with the actual · · · 
placing on the ground of dU!:Wl.Y equipments drew the . German's 
attention towards ·Emmerich ·, and away. from the· teal effort which 
was to be made further south. The c amouflage plan, itself a 
master-piece of organized .concealment, was carried ·out by the 
Camouflage Staff Pool of 21 L..rmy Group, assisted"wholeheartedly 
by experts from 12 U.S. Army Group and First Cdn li.rmy. Like 
the smoke screen, it was the biggest undertaking of its kind 
OJl the western front. It included the· ·complete camouflage 
of all our assault equipments, gun positions, armm.mition dumps, 
engineer stores and concentration areas, in fact every last 
tning that would give the enemy the slightest clue as to the 
point of origin of .the real attack. From 'these vast labours 
the rewards were most promising; on D minus 1 a very thorough 
aer.ial check showed little . to indicat,e either tbe time or the 
plaq-e of our im;Jending :attack. .(AEF: 45/Second krrny/C/D, 

* · Op "TRANSCEND". , This was a high-le·vel wir.eless scheme in 
which links were ·esta bl.ished between First Cdn Army's 
main and rear H.~. and 30· Brit Corps' main and rear H.~. 
These links were to operate daily until the assault was 
underway; to give the app·earanc ·e t.hat the 'groupings of 
21 1-i.rrny Group ·had not been substantially changed. 
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Dockep. ~; a!so 1~. D. ~ - G .• S .·, Fl .Q.. First Cdn .. 1Jxmy, April 1945: ; 
.. A-PPX ''JJ ", f6J,io ; Op "TRANSCEND~', 8 Mar 45) 

• . . . i 

43. · , . By· this late hour the enemy's pqsitions on ... the 
east · bank were bein_g subjected to the fierc est air 'bombardrilent 

, since the Normandy landings. In addition to· the · effort by our 
fighter and fighter bombers; Air-~~arsh~l Sir J.rthur Harris' 
Bomber . Command hud by p Day flown 5,243 sorties dropping 
24,983 tons. ·:of hfgh explosives.· Eighth and Ninth ·united . States 

.. A,A.Fs. coritrib~ti.Qn was . correspondingly large, with 24;500 
tons being dropped .in 11,067 sorties~ ·. A highlight of this 
destructive . progro.mme -was to come at 2230 liours on D minus . 1. 
At thnt time, 200 ·LD.ncaElters were to swamp tlie ·. tawn of Wes el 
and pave the way for the attack of 1 Cdo Bde. (AEF: 45/21 
i..rmy Gp/C/F, Docket II, Vol 1: Notes. on the Operettions of 
21 i'\:rmy Group, 6 Jun 44 - 5 Mr."ty 45, p. 51) . : ·. 

44. . More than a mon·t ·h of he avy fighting .'.through the 
confined region between the Rivers Maas and Rhine, ·in -the face 

• 

of a desperate defence and under a p,p.alling condi-ti.ons of weather 
and terrain, had left our own troops tftt".erly_.weary. · .f'..rid .yet, 
n_otwithstanding their fa'f;igue, morale "wa's. sple.nP,,id: . "· •• a 
tremendous . feeling of esprit de cor~s- was _evident. ' T~e spirit ••• 
was that of troops resting after a JOb w.ell :done-'~. ,..'.]lhe s.oldiers 

. were convinced, moreover, 'that final victory waS: .·.pot_."f.ar . 'off, 
and in the brief period of rest bef,ore the 'resumP.t:to.n· of '. 
op~rations beyond th.e IUline ,they sliowed' 'their ·e·agerness .to begin 
the 2..:...3t great .battle. (Hfst Sec File 205 1~1 • .02J, ·2i Army Group 
Censorship Report for period 16-Jl. Mar 45, .Cdn .. Army. ·Overseas) . ~- . . . . .. . . . . 

I " 

45. When dawn ·broke on . 23 M8.;r the ··troops. ·and their 
machines were ready for the great ·adventure. The · hours before 
the assault were . ones of . order:lY preparations; to the more 
s eas.oned soldiers it was ·:like the n Day· of . June 1944; all 
realized th.at · the t'.ime to pe.rfo.rjn ~a very necessary ·operation 
had .arrived. Their . ;reeling of 

1

confidenc e. was st.rengthened by 
th~ · q • ..;.in-C .• '"s . pe_rs6na+ ~e·ssage'. · ... ·c . · , ': .- - ., . - : 

l. On . ·the .7th Feb~unry · { told you we wer'e going into 
the. riri.g for the final and· last round; ther.e would 

" ·Qe n.o time .limit; we would ' continue fighting until 
. o_ur opponent ·was )mocked out. . The last round is 
'. going very well on both 'sides of the ·ring-... and over-
. land. . · · · 

, . . I, . 
I \.I • . , . • . ·.·. · · z • .. In the West, the ehemy has lost the. Rhineland, 

'. and. wi~h it tl'te flow.e·r o;f at lea$t four 2rmies.;.-the 
·Parachute,. f.rmy, Fifth Panzer AJ:my, Fifteenth Ar"!,D.Y, , 

. . and Seventb. li.fDl.Y;. the .. Fi~st Army, rurther tp the South, 
is now·· bej_ng add.ed .to the list. In .the JUiineland :. 

· battles,. _the enemy has los.t .'ahout 150,000 prisoners, 
. .'and there are manY'. more to c·ome:· his total casualties 
amount · to abou·t 250,000 since 8th Februn·ry. 

·--J ·• ·-·Tn- ·· the --Ea-st, the ·--enemy · has ···lost--· a.1-l ···Pomeranta Eo.st 
of the R Ode~, an, area . as alrge. as. the .Rhineland: . ..: 

· and three more ·German nrmies ha-ve . been routed. The 
Russian armie.s are withln about j5 . mile·s of Berlin. 

.. ' . . 
. 4:. · oye~head ,· t~e .t..J.i:i~d >iu~ .Forc.8_$ ; ·a_re_: .Pounding 
Germany day and. night.. .. It will be . interesting to 
see how much longer the ' Germans c·an stand it. 
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;. The enemy has in fact been driven into a cornerL 
and he cannot ·escape. Events are moving rapidly, 'l'he 
complete and ·deQiSiVe defeat Of the Germans is certain; 
there is no possibility of doubt on this m~tter. 

6. ! ·21 Amir GR'OUP WILL NOW CROSS THE RHINE. The 
eneJDf. . possibly · thinks he is safe behind this great 
river obstacle. We all agree that it is a great 
obstaol~; but we ·will show the enemy that he is far 
tram safe behind it. This great Allied fighting : .. 
machine, o~posed of integrate9, land and air force~; 
will deal with the problen in ·no unc.ertain manne:it•." 

• • ~ • I' . ' • 
' . . ... ~. .. . ~ 

1. And_ .having oroa•ed the Rh£n~~ _we will crack_ about 
in the pl~in'S ot Northern Ger~y, . chasing the. eneay , 
tran pillar to ·post. The sw:itter and the· more energetio 
our ac.tiori· the sooner the war will be over, and that is 
what w~ al~ . desire~ to get on with the job and finish 
ott ~he Ge.rman war as soon as possible. 

8. · over the Rhine, then, let us go. ·" And good 
hunting to · you all on the other: side:~ ...... 

9. May "the Lord mighty . in battle'' give us the 
viototr in this our latest undertaking as He has 
done· ~ itl· all our bat.~les since we landed in Normandy 
on D•Day. · " ·· · .... -- · - · 

(W.. ri~ ·2 ~ Odn . Fd ' -Hist Sec, March '194·;: 
Appx i, Personal messa6e tram c.-in-c., 
21 Atmy , Gp, March 1945) . 

" . ' . 
Thus in~p1re4, the a.sault tro9ps gathered in their hideaways 
tor the tinal briefing· and waited anxiously for ·the order to 
"get on with the job"-• :That or·der, signalling the canmenoement 
of the last great ottett·sive of the European war, o81ile trom Field 
Marshal Montgomery at 1530 hours oil 23 Mar, tor as he explained 
later, ."the weat~er was good". (Field Marshal, The Visc·ount 
~~ni~)'il'Y ot Alamein, K. G,. G.d.B., D.s.o., N~rmandy to the Baltic, 

46. . · A British officer touring the crowded assembly 
areas . at this . time nc>ted: -

Driving round, I saw very odd sighta: Pioneer Corps 
companies: with bridging ,:m.~terial and the R.A.S. c. making. 
dumps, both in the front· 1tne; our ~ed~um - and heavy 
artillery deployed within enel!lr mortar range; s~e _gun-
4rews strip~ed to the waist diggipg· frantically tor 

· Victory, while other 86ld.1ers w~d~red_ 'past them on . 
bicycles and ~ven on . ~oreeback (there"was no shelling 

. this morn.1.J;'lg) j odd me.h millr :tngc·ows; thirty dead cows 
in a minetield; sotne · ownerless and rather skinny pigs 

.·scavengii:ig round; mass•s ·or tanks and lorries containing 
bridging material moviJmg ·forward; many notices put up . 
by 3rd Division asking us to minimize our dust ••• The 
Huns seem to have been evacuated from. here... It was all 

l£ Nomandy to the Bal tic; the pa.ge _. numbers referred to 
In this report are those of ·tb.e.. -~d,ition published by 
Hutchinson and · co. _.; · 
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. . ~ ·niystery to me as I strolled around in the sunshine, 
···.tlf>;·. s~oke screen on · this last and .mos:( vital day, and 
_ ·ye:t. no shelling eithe·r~ ... . · · ·l · · · 

J \~ . • I · ... • • •• f .,• • •,, ' 

(L.t-6.6.~ ;.:Martin. ·Li:ndSE}_~-j D. s. 0.' 
So FewvGot Throush.~ ·Pi.· 232) 

i; . ' . -
~ . ... . ~ . -~ .') 

~.. ·.~ .· .. 

47. · This almost · distur'!>ing quietness was. 'tinally 
broken late-. that afternoon. At i 109 hours on .. 23-M.!='-;°'~ ·: ; heavy 
gµnfire roared out f,rom the a:rtillery positions concealed . 
on · the west · bank of . . the Rhine. ( ~~·· D·t H.Q;. R•C·~l.~ ;~ 4: Cdn .Armd · 
Div* . 23 Mar 45)• T.he intensity of t;h1s preliminary .bombardment 
increased w1 th .each -passing minute{ and as darknes~ . ' tell the 
leaping muzzle ·- :f'la~.he.s . pre.sented ~ µnf orget·t.~ble "picture. 
(~; w.n., H.Q,. R.C. l\. ·; 2 Cdn I~ 'Div, 23 . Mar 4.5)• 

I1# . was . a very impres.si.·v·e . show, ·tor the!-e seemed to be 
a soli~ row of guns firing from· oUf . side of the Rhine 
from Nijmegen bridge .. st~~tching · miles to the south• 
The whqle sky would bur~t into · flame as .. hundreds of 
guns seemed to fire salvos continuously · a~d hurled 
hundre'ds of tons of . shellsi into the Boche.rs . last defence 
line. . . . 

. (His tort or .. the 12th Canadian Field 
' Regimen , p·;: 5 8) · 

... 
.. .., . 

• , . 
TEE· ASSAUL':[', 23 M~Ui ·.4 5 

48~ · -~ At ; 2100 hours, as the massed guns thundered 
their encouragement, the curtain rose on the · ope~ing phase 

11• 

" , _~ .. 
·- . . . , 

of the last major· battle of the European war. The L. Vs. T. ·. ·:: ,. , 
carrying the life-belted Spots of 51 (;JI~ ) Div, pioke~ a way < '",·

1
• 

across the flats toward the rlark wa~ers . or the Rhine, Opposite . 
Rees the river, visible inthe ·dull glare reflected by the ... 
searchlights from the low clouds, was . entered without undue r • 
trouble. and the snorting vehicles turned their bows to th-e 
east bank. Seven minutes later the sus·pense· and anxiety of 
those waiting at the various heatlquarters on the west bank was 
broken, and the report capie through · that the first .wa~es of . .. c 

. infantry were safely ashore on the far: side. · (iU!F:· .. 4?/21 Army , ·­
Gp/C/Ft Docket II: Notes on the Operations 0~ : 21 ·~y Group, 
6 Jun 44 - 5 May 4.5; w.n., H.Q.. 9 Cdn ~nf Bde; M~:tch 194:5;:: ,·. 
Appx 3, Ops Log, 23 Mar 45 Serial 13) · -. .. · ''. .·. · .. 

. r "' · . 

49. 51 (H.) ·Div attacked with two br1gad~·s up,° ·~· 
1.53 Bde on the right .with 9/? Gordons ·and 5 B. W. lea;ding, 
while on the left 15-\ Bdet s thrust employed ·7 A._ &· B.H. and 
7 B.W. as spearheads. Immediately behind the infantry- came 
the first squadron or ·stafts Yeo _.in D.D. tanks. This sue:cess 
was quickly followed by the crossing -of the. Commandos at Wesel. 
Their effort began at 2200 hours and w~thin thirty minutes the 
troops were forin.ed up outside W~sel waiting tor the R~~i...F. to 
commence bombing only 1.500 yards away.4 ·.-T.hey did not have long 
to wait; the bombs came .down; the veteran ·commandos dashed in, 
and by 0600 hours were ail well into .the .. battered town, struggling 
fiercely With. the Gernian garrison. To the left of the Commando 
Bde, 1.5 (S.) Div having crossed at 02cro hours, had seized ·ai1 
their initial objectives• S~ill farther to the south the 
Americans or Ninth u~s. · 1\:riiiy were pouring over the Rhine on a 
front of two divisions. ( Note-s ·on .the Operations of 21 Army 
Group, 212. cit, p. 51; H.Q~ .c. ' 206-227-1-T.51 (D.W.D. 2) Military 
Operation Research Unit Report No. 12, "The Assault on Wesel 11 ) 
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50. While· the Highland Di vtsi on was establishing 
its initial bridgehead· about Rees, the main body of HiL.,I. 
ot c. which. w~s to be the first Canadian battalion to cross, 
was being ma;rshalled· no~th-east _of Cal car• (W • D• • H.L. I. 
of c.-, . .,23 Mar 4.5; w.D., Nth N .• s. Highrs, March 1945: Appx 5, · 
9 Cdn Irif Bde Op Instr. No. 1, Op . 1'PLUNDER", 22 Ma:r 45• para 5). 
The advanoe party, · already with elem~nts or 154 Bde on the 
east . barik, consisted of · nin~ other ranks ~ommanded ~Y Capt 
Donald Pearce. ·Their task was to become familiar with the 
ground in order to lead the ba.ttalion to its assembly area when . 
it arrived on the far side. These men were thus the first 
canadians .to cross the Rhine. (AEF: 45/9 Cdn Inf Bde/C/D, 
Docket . Ir: · Interview with Lt-Col R.D. Hodg1ns

1 
o.c., H.L.I. or c., 

20 Apr 4 . .5) ~ At 034.5 hours, the battalion rece ved orders to move, 
and b_y 042.5 hours the- fighting men of the four rifle . companies 
with lifebelts 11Mae Westn slung round them, and laden with 24 
hour ration packs, were piled into their Buffaloes. (W.D., 
H.L.I. ot c.

1 
24 Mar 4.5; W.D., G.s. ·, H.~. 3 Cdn Inf Div, March 

1945: Appx 8, Confirmator Notes - Conference . O O hours, 
l~ Mar 4i 1 Op "P ; 5 • iv p ns r o_. .. .5, p ... 
f LUNDElr, para 6)6 Under ·sporadic shelling the amphiblans· 
carried tne unit to its landing plape on the east bank about 
tour kilometres west of Rees. The guides led the battalion 
to the assembly area, a progress which Wa!:f enlivened for "C 11 Coy 
by the capt~e of 30 members of the Volkssturm. (W.D., H.L.I. 
or. c., 24 Mar 45) 

.... · THE AIRBORNE ATTACK, 24 MAR 45 

51. The substantial bridgehead produced by the nightts 
fighting was soon increased in the most specta~ular manner by . 
our airborne forces. . ., 

•• ~The two mighty air fleets converged near Brussels 
and made for the Rhine. Over the bridgehead area an 
air umbrella .was maintained by nine hundred fighters, 
while deeper into Germany fighter formations -kept eneIDY' 
. aircraft away from the battle zone. A great weight of 
artillery fire from the west bank of the Rhine prepared 

· the way for the airborne drop; ~nd a few minutes before 
1000 hours the ground troops saw the aircraft ·of the 
first parachute serial arrive. 

' :· 

(Montgomery, Normandy to the Baltic, 
p. 20 .5) . . .. ~ .: -

From that time on thousands of aircraft flowed across the 
great .river in the clear morning air to pour down their loads 
oi men and equipment exactly as planned. From one Canadian 
gun position it presented a dramatic spectacle. . .. . 

A spectacular sight indeed was· the Airborne 
operation. The entire B:ty ,saw planes and their 
gliders flying overhead in a seemingly never ending 
stream and then the tugs breaking loose leaving the 
glid~rs on, their own. One Hamilcar glider broke loose 
prematurely and g11gea down to a "vep: smooth landins 
near 'our position. rieutug :;' and a! the occupants 
sUffered a quick death when it tlll'ned completely over 
and executed a vertical dive to earth. 

(H~S. - F11~ 142.97,013 Docket I: 
. History .of l Cdn. Roc~et Bty, R.C.A.,p. 26) 
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The tug, which .. the Crui:Jdian gunners snw ··thus plunge . 'to de st rue ti on 
'' 'W<.1 13 . ;probably one .Qf the n:inny Victims Of .the enemj." t S "f'l :lk.• . . . . 

~ ·:52: · In the earl i e r stc.ges of the ~~ airborn~ assnu)t 
casualt.i.e:s'. we-r;.e ~ight, but .by the t inf~ · .thctt ... the ·glider$ .. .. begnn 

· · to o..rri'v~ . .(at· c..bc1it :j._030 h '.:urs ) .the· enemy .gunn ers he.d ·.reco1rnred 
" fho-ir· baiancq o.rl ;well · ns · the ir courage· anc;f :were once :::.gc.in 

manning the ir· v.rpapons, Curiously enough; ·; although many ·gliders 
n:r:id tugs fell ::Vic·tim· t9 the _flak; so succes!?ful had be.en the air 
a.ttcwks on th,e .Cermqn,:., land ing grou1i,c1s, tha. t :: tµere was no attempt 

· a t iµterference b Jr :tt{e ene.my'·s figqt_ers. · U.EF: '. 45/Second .:.J:my/C/D, 
DO"cket TI: ·p. 35 ~~:<>! l.EF·r•> .'45/.21 ·./~my Gp/S/F: <· ~-d:r ~\.ct ion in 
Support of the :Sa;t.tle of' ~ t)ie Rhine:, ~"' • 5, . pnrc(_ 16). If.1Illecli a tely 

·after tho· ini ti :~l phase .fhere fo llowed a daring, · low-level re -­
supply ·mission; by 240 ~:l-ican Lfberc. tor bombers, which delivered 
540 tons 9f petrs>l, food· ·and nmmuni ti on. Fou_r:~ een of the four­
engined giants were shot dm~n but luckily . ~. bout 85 percent of 
their cargoes were. aqcurE~tely dropped. (Ibid; and Mon~gomery, 
Normanc1~:~":~~- o the . B~~ttc , .. PP.· ,20,4- 205 } . 

. . ·-·. ' -. ·- - -· - . -. ~. . -· :-·. -- ., ·-:-· .. 

53. . . By ri1idday the ·success .of the airborne .. opcration 
was apparent. The British ·6 :~·.irborn'e Di vision had lruide.d right 
on its objectives, and Diersfordt- ';t'ood , Hrunminkeln and thq 
bridges eastward on the River Ijssel we.r e soon seized. (1.EF: 
45/Second !.:rmy/C/D, Docket II: "i:1 • . 353; and 3 C.dn Irl;f' Div. Ops 
Log, '24 Mor 4'5j Serial 30}. i'.mon·g; .· these dashing, r·~d-,b'ei·etted 
shock troops were the men of 1 Cdn Fara Bn, ·who jumped with 3 Par;:i 
Bde to the north of the Diersf~rd~ VTood . Briga<fier S. J. L. Hi~, 
D. S" o., M. C. comrnq.ndirtg th~ br1gGue wrote Lt-Gen ? • J .-.Montague 
from his he adquarters in German,y on 9 i'. .. pr: .. 

• • • I thoue;ht you would not mind my writing ·to you direct 
to tell you what a very wonderful show the .Hc.ttnlion 
ha.s put up stpce our oper a tions over the Rhine on 
March 24th last. 

. . 

They really put up a most tremendous performance on 
D Day and &s n result of their tremendous dnsh and 
enthusiasm they overc ame their objective~, which were 
very sticky ones, with considerabl e ea se; killing a 
very l nrge number of Germans and captur~ng many others. 

Unfortunately the price wn s high in that: ' they lost 
their Colonel, Jeff Nicklin , who w2s one of the best 
fellows thnt I h: ve met, ·ane was the ideal m2..n t o 
comm.and thnt Bnttnlion as he fairly used to bang their 
heads together and they used to like it and accept it. 
He .is nnd will be a tremendous loss to the Batte.lion 
9.D.d . of course to me. I only hope tha t the people 
back in Canada apprecia te the really wonderful job 
of wor~ he has done in pr oducing his Battalion at the 
starting line in such outsta.::.1ding form. 

(.LEIB': 45/1 Cdn .Para Bn/C/D, Docket II: 
Folio 5) 

54. The battalion's qropping zo~e lay a long the 
northerh edge of Diersfordt .Wood.• Owing ·to the high speed 

·: Of the aircraft -there was c onsider~ble 'dispersi on in the jump, 
and the zone itself was found tq .be lmder . heavy fire. Nonetheless 

- . - . -. . ·- -· - - - . . . 

* : .. t that time Chrer ~f :staff at C. M.H. Q, . London. 
'· . 
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the··battb.lfon-.:qi.iickly concentrated , and before I'.iidday had 
p,_l enred,_ it_s objectives on the western edge of the -wood and 
c.aptured a _1-arge number of prisoners. In the afternoon contact 
was n c. d:e 'with re:conn ~ issance elements of 15 . (S.) Inf Div. 
'( rv . D., 1 Cdn Para Bn, 24 Mar 45). 

5 5. -- That ··the vete·rans of 6 Gds Tk · Bde, whose task it 
-'was to give the' &irborne troops armoured support, f elt their 
responsibility keenly is recorded in -the Brigade history: 

It was difficult at the time to forget the tragedy 
of the previous September when· another tank formation 
of the Brigade of Guards h~a been given the t ask of 
joining up with another e.irborne force. '.Vould this 
be a a·econd ,Arnhem? 

From the beginning , however, the ndventure s eened 
destined to success. Soon after the l ending took 
place, t he Scots Guards picked up the 6th .Li rborne 
Headquarters on the wireless and during the late 
afternoon and early evening they moved down by stages 
to the oo.nks ·of .the Rhine near to the village of Wardt. 
There, in the· -mic1dle of the night, the tanks were 
driven onto rafts -and towed across the river to the 
furth er side • Left Flnnk in7iediately drove off in 
an easterly direction nnd, . ufter going f our' miles, 
linked up with the 6th Airborne Division in a clearing 

,_._ of the Diersfordt 1JV'ald. The paratroopers were thus 
: · ! - p·rovided with armoured reinforcements little more than 

twelve hours after their descent. 

It had all seemed so· easy that it came as e. shock 
to lenrn thgt the 6th ;_irhorhe Di vision had suffGred 
terrible casualties soon after t~ey had landed. Within 
a few hours of leaving England, they hed been plunged 
into- e inferno of desperate hand-to-hand fighting. But 
they -had emere;ed victorious., having trap~ed the German 
paratroopers (old enemies 0£ the Brigade) and routed 
them comple_t ely. Now they were as keen o.s ever to 
continue the battle. . 

(Forbes, 6th -Guards Tank Brigade, 
p. 123) 

56. The lunerican drop was equally successful in 
s pite of 513 Regimental Combat Team being dropped north of 
its correct zone. The Americans made contact during the 
afternoon with 1 Cdo Bde in the 5-re a north -of -We s el <:nd 6 
Airborne Div linked up with 15 (S.) Inf Div. By midnight 
24/25 . Mar, the two a irborne ,divisipns __ w_ere on their objectives 

- - and had established firm cont_ act v~i th 12 Corps. (ii.EF: 45 /Second 
.A:rmy/C/D, Docket IIt _ p~ 353; and ]fontgomery, Normandy to the 
Baltic, p. 206). The impact of the airborne attack had com­
pletely over whelmed :the en emy in the area of the domina ting 
Diersfordt Ridge , disrupting the control of his artillery 
end _of .his rear positions, In 14 hours the airborne corps 
took ~500 prisoners, mostly troops of 84 Inf Div, but with 
7 Para Div yielding a small sh~re. (J:.EF: 45/Second i"JXmy/C/D, 
Docket II, p. 353-). The _Commander of 84 Inf Div,_ Maj-Gen 
Heinz Fiebig, 2d.mitted that his division was practically 
completely destroyed, for its forward troops received the full 
impact of the 12 Corps attcck and thousands of paratroopers 
landed right in his rear are R. So sweeping was the J...llied 
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success that only n few sign0ls , engineer nnd anti-t211k units 
survived. (i'.EF: First Cdn .. ".:rrJ.y/L/"$1, Docket II, Folio 19: 
Specinl -,_ Intorrogb.ti'on Re port, 'Mo.j-G·en Heinz Fiebig). 

~ ; . . 

-_,57:•:. . ·; · " Muc.·~. ·Of the success ~chi eved so f nr raust be 
utt.ributed to. the trenrnndous .f'..lli8d air effort , su..ome.rizecl 
by the Supreme C o.DIJ.~nder as• follows: · 

·Prior to . tho arri V2l of ' the t .r ansport planes and 
gliders, the Ninth i'...ir Force r..nd the Second Tncticc,l 
~ir Force Ptanes utt ~ckod the enemy fletk positions, 
wit.h the r esult thut interference with the airborne 
elements frof.1 this source wc..s cons id er ably reduced .. 
Also, in immed i ate co-oper '1tion with the armies , medium 
bombers attacked 18 towns which were either strong­
points ·or cornrn.unic ::tion c ent eI:s . Gun and mortar sit es 
and the enemy forward pos it ions generally were relentless­
ly straf ed and bombed, .. : \;'o/h~~e nrrae.d r. econnaissunce was 
maint~ined RgRinst the German supply lines. The whole 
weight of the Eighth Lir Force bombers~ apart from one 
di vision of Li beret ors 11s ed for airborne resupply, W2.S 
employed in the ett~cks o~ the jet airfields . 

(Report . PY the Supreme Commander, 
~ cit, p . 9~) 

In addition, · Gener al Eisenhower continued: : ... 

,. 
• ~· . cliversione.ry o.ir ope"r C'. tions "w~:r e aisci · conducted 
during the dny. On~ ·hundred and 'fifty bombers of the 
Flfteenth l:..ir Force, with five groups of fighters , 
flew 1,500 miles from their Italian bases to Berlin 
and b2ck , while other forces from IinJ¥ were raiding 
airfields in the south . Over Berlin itself fighters 
of the Eighth Air Force provided cover. This raid 
successfully fulf i ll ed its obj ect of drawing enemy 
fighters . c.we.y, fr om the Rhine bnttle area. ·The second 
diversion · wns cc:rr ied out by R...l.F .Bomber Cormncnd, which 
att acked the" r nil cent er of .;3terkrc.de o.s well as oil 
t crg;ets in the Ruhr. Ip. o.11, dul:'ing :t.P.e f our days, 
21-24 Mnrch, :i.meri can epd British 2ir .. forces, b~.sed 

in Brit -:' in , ~.rest ern Europe f'.nd Itcly, flew over 42,000 
sorti es agains t Germnny~ 

(Ibid _) . 

A special word of prhise must be edded f or the Allied photo­
grl'.phic r econnaissance pl2nes ~hich hA.d provided our forc3s 
with highly accur~te i ntelligenceA 

Conversely,- the eneoy 's _fnilure, from D DQy onwar d , 
was p:J rtly due to his ovm lack, b reason of his 
air weakness, of t he f c,cili ties which the .:J.lies 
enj oye~ in this respect . · · 

58. That the ' eµemy's nir force was not able to 
interfere effectively with the Allied assault is substnntinted 
by the f e.ct that nlthcugh on 24 M<:i.r alone the Allies_ ;flew 
some 8, 000 aircrc.ft n.iid 1, JOO gliC:. er sorties; fewer than 100 
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enemy airct•i:-,f't "'.' &: 1:\P~ ~1 :r_td in the c.ir . (Ibid , p. 121). No one 
appr0c.iatet1 the · t'lir support . noro them the ordinary soldier who 
h~".d .::tb;. ftic ~ .the :.:erie.tny with his person'.11 weapons, c.nd every 
fighting 'mnn~~ thoughts must indeed h etve boen· r<:;;-ochoed in 

,· . Fi old-' Mnrsha1 ·Montgonery' s personn.l message to id r Mnrshnl . 
Bir .i'..rthur Ha.rr is of Bomber Co.r.m1r;nd. in which the C. -in-C. 
express Gd his tho.nks: . .~ .. J· ... ; . 

·;: " 

My g.rr: toful appr oci c.tiot1 fOr the quite i:1c.gnificnnt 
co...:oper11 t ion you · h .'.'.Ve gi irf.m· -us in ,the Ba.ttle of the 
RhinE;J. .The bombing of Vlesel le.st night wo..s n nc.ster­
piece and wr:'.s n .J.lP,cisi ve ·factor in nnking possible 
our entry into t"ht''t , town before nidnight • . 

• 

· (H:~rris, MGrshe,1 of the R.L. F., Sir 
}.rt,hur,,: . Bomber Offensive, p. 255) 

59. ). The degree of ·surprtse which our ['.Ssnult · gnined 
mn.y be gn.thered fron the renr. rks ·or the Germc.n Generc.ls who were 
responsible for the s ect9r :.-:.gainst v,rhi ch our «J.ttc.cks were . directed. 
Genero.l Eugen Meindl admitte·d that he hnd been· gro.vely ·concerned 
regarding a pero.chute offensive but; rts· he :lnI'or.med his inter­
rogator, he had little with whi ch b,e· could counter it. (Mcindl's 
appreci rttion of our intenti'ons mµst of cours~ be accepte:d 
with reserve, for his st o.t q'r~en'ti s ·wore m:1cJ.e e.fter the wor wr.s 
over.) . Nevertheless he felt' tP,c.: t : the mrd.n o.ttnck would be mede 

· ago.inst Reos. On the .other'. · }1e,nd ·he ·; cl r:. imed that Genero.l ..:Ufred 
Schlemm, the cop1mc.nder of Fi~st Pe.r~chut~· 1''.:r!ny, fJXpected an 
assault on E.mms,r1,.oh or Wes~l • J"',B it wc.s, the tJ.ctunl e.ttack 
en.me two dc.ys hef ore Meindl expected it., . o..nd thus he was 
not pl'epc. red to n:ieot it • (Spocin) .. Inte·rrogntion Rep·ort, Genercil 
Eugen Meindl). .DUt.ing ht~:r_,: ovm :int c.rrogation Schl.e.mm· explained 

· that: · ., · 

' . 
' • + ~ •• ~ 

•• ~A parabhuta drop over the Rhine wes considered 
inevi t nbl e , nn.d eff qrts v·1 er e me.a.o to determine the 
most probGblo .spot. Schlemm ho.d c o.ptu.rccl a.n i:.lliod 
report o.n~.lyzing the pF1ro.chut e drop nt .. Arnhem in 
September 1944, nnd from this document. he learnt that 
Allied V'iews were now egr-·inst o. part.troop landing too 
far n.wny fron the ground ·broops destined to contact it. 
By plotting the are ~ s th~t wer~ iopogiaphicnlly suitable 

. for n parc,chut o drop. emd not too f nr from the Rhine, 
. · Schlernri clo.ims tbe .most likely are a seemed 'to be just 

east of Vfosel. It wr: s in t his neighborhood · that he 
. therefore expected the crossing attempt would be mnde ••• 

' •.. I • • ~ (Ibid, Genercl i..J.freG. Schlernn.) 

Schlernrn.•·s ~ views however were not considered sound by his 
superiors· 1\t f,:cmy Group "IP' or by.. Field. ~1e,J:'sho.l Var;.- Rundstedt: 

••• The expected northern crosstng wa s to tnke pl o.ce, 
according to these l a tter opinions, in the neighbor­
hood of Emtnerich. The 0ss ault would be directed 
north-east 'nnd c, esigned to take the Ijssel line 
in tho rear. Since thi s was to b~ the big attack, 
Schle111..ll1( we,s ordered to send e. 1:0', r :ge: ':p1::.;rt of his 

· · artill ery to TWenty Fifth Lrr:iy who would be faced 
With this new Offensi Ve 4 I. • . . . .... 

Ls subsequent events Will prove,. ·thi s W2S e miscalcul ::; tion Of 
some significarice. (Ibid) t · • · .: · 
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· ·- 66. · . . Meanwhile t ho Highl -'"'nd Di vision, while still h cir d 
·· ·omft · in its effort to brec..kout cf the briC: ~>Jhend , hf'.d suffer ed 
·c( ·serious ·1oss. Its brillio.ntG.o.c., .it1r!J-G&n T.G. Ronnie, an 
outstand:tng veterr.:.n of the North ..,\fricr...n C:L.:::ipo. i gn , wc.s killed 
by mort::-~r fir e v.rhile visiting his r.ion on the enst b11nk. Never­
theless, -deipite the loss of their lender the "Jocks" ga ined 
ground stendily •. On tha ::::-l Ght especinlly, tho ' oper -~tion by 
15 3 Bdo to cn.pture Rees was progressing f .c~ v:iurhbly, for .while 
5 E.W. ho.~ isolc ted tha t plnce by their thrust on Esserden end 
5/7 Gordons est ~blished themselveq on the island south-enst of 
the town, 1 Gordons deployed t o ·, adv i:mc e on Rees its el:::" from 
the west. Lddi tiona l p:ressure we.~ brought to bea r in this 
a ctor by the subsequent 0:rri vc.l of 152 Ede which, l ed by 
2 Seaforth with 5 CG.merons in clos e c.tt end.:moe, cut in 'between 
Esserden nnd Rees to stri;.C.dle t he.· mcdn rend lee.ding ncrth from 

• 

the town. On the l e ft however, 15ii- BcJ. e h s.d run into d ifficulti es. 
While 7 B~W. moved north towar ds Roeserwe.rd to clenr the western 
fle..nk and 7 ... "... . & S.H. held the ne.rrow road linking Esserden c.nd 
Rnthshof (0452), 1 B . .. 11 was passed through to seize Klein, 
Esserden. c..nd Speldrop. 1.'ri thin a short time the opposition in 
the form.er had been dee.l t with but Speldrop s·oon bec ar:ie a 
centre of serious trouple. (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 23 hie.r 45, 
serials 15, 16 nnd 20; 24 Me r 45, s0ric':'.ls 1, 2, 4, 6-10, 18, 
29~ ~3 and 45) . · · . · 

61._ , A c'u;r-e ful examino.tion of the ground in. t his 
are~ .~hows · that the exi~ from the bridgehead is bounded by 

····- ···· .the.--Millinger Meer and the li.lter Rhein. To expnnd northw~rd 
therefore the villages of Speldrop and Bi~1en must be taken. 
Speldrop itself lies at the heel of the ~re at horseshoe 
of which the Alt er Rhein is the western side. ·Eienen at the 
northern end is the toe of the horsoshoe .and the waters of 
the Millingor Meer form the eastern side. Ji. bJ;'co.kout could 
only be accomplished by securing Bieneri, but Bienen could not 
be teken ~o long :lS the Germans hel_d Speldrop. The eneoy had 
fully apprecicted the t actical va +ue of these places , and 
although 1 E.W. managed to enter Speldrop they' 'were very ' 
quickly counter-a.ttackod und driven out with heo.vy loss es. 
(H.s. File 235C.3 Ol3(D6), Op 0 PLUNDZR", Report by Hist Offr, 
H~Q.• J Cdn Inf Div, Ca:pt R.F. Grny, 30 ii.pr 45), J.\ second 
attempt by the Black r1.ratch did not prove completely successful 
and by 1400 hours it was decided ii-o ·withdraw as r.J.any of the 
Scots es possible and send H•L•I· of dt in to t ake Speldrop~ 
inst~nd of Bienen their original ~&ak (~: Ji.Ell'! 45/3 Cdn 
Inf Div/C./F, Docket V, Folio 15: · 14 Cdn Fd Regt• R.C. L ., 
Artillery Notes of Ops 91PLUNDER'r; r:lso r.1r•Ds11; H.Q,. 9 Cdn Inf 
Ede, 24 ·Mar 45 • and H. L. I. of C. , 24 M:.r 45 J' Under cover 

.. of a smoke screen the pattered mer.ibers of the Blo.ck i,'!a tch 
withdrew, leaving their wounded sheltered in the .. c.ellars. One 
platoon which could not be .extri cnted wns advised by wireless 
to to.ke wha.t cover tliey could from our artillery fire. .As 
we shall see, this first Canadinn co~Imitment east of the Rhine 
was to be ;no ea sy task~ (W.D., H.L.I. of C., 24 Mar 45; 
.l\EF: 45/9 Cd.n I~f Ede/C/D, Docket II, Fol.io 1: . . Memo of 
Interview with Lt-Col R. D. Hodgins, o.c. ,- H. L. I. ·of C., 20 Apr 45 ) 

• I 

62. The attack py H.L.I. of C. w~s to be well 
supported; ~ix field e.nd two me.diun regiments, c s well as 
two heavy batteries (7.2s) were ava ilable to back ,up our 
attempt to gain the villnge of Speldrop. At 1600 hours, behind 
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a series of linear nrtillery concentrations nnd with the left 
flank screened by smoke to give protection a gainst the German 
fire from the north, aB" Coy H.L. I. of c .. ~ent in fron the west. 
(Interview with Lt-Col Hodgins;· W.Ds., H~Q.. 9 Cdn Inf Ede. and 
H.L.I. of C., 24 Mar 45; 1-iEF: 3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F,. Docket V, 
Folio 15: Artillery Not es on Op "PLUNDER") 

63. The Canadians pressed on across '1200 ; ynrds of 
fla t, open f~elds, which des pit e our smoke screen were swept 
by .the enemy's· machine guns, artillery ~nd morte r fire. Hugging 

-t :p.e sheI·t er ·or o_ur own barrage, the leading company reached the 
, outskirt_s of t h e -built"'.'up porti on of the town but- immediately 

r a n into stif-f tesistanc e. "A" Coy wa s then passed through 
to m..eet .' the d!3termined · pa r e.troopers who were defending the 
fortifi 'ed houses~ : A p itter fig ht followed, but e ven the 

., .. _ .: r~solution of tP,ese well trained toughs melted before the . 
hor-r .id jets Of flame which the Wc.sps sprayed o.mong them, (ind 

- tne backbone _ 'of'.' their resistance wns broken. J..nother . -company, 
_ - ( "C" )~_:: ·succe-eded ·rn clearing the southern part of the town ·.and 

liber·ating the tr-upped platoon of 1 B. W., while the fourth 
~ifle compnny pent patrols north of t h e town and captured several 
machine ·gun crews who were, curiously enough, a sleep at their 
guns.· -· It wa s evident thnt the po.st 24 hours of almost continual 
attack and bombardment had rendered the German infDntry completely 
exhausted. (W.D., H.L.I. of c., 25 Mar 45; and Interview with 
Lt-Col Hodgins, H.S. File 2J5C3 013(D6), Op "PLUNDER", £E. cit) 

64. While H.L.I. of c., wa s mopping up around Speldrop, 
7 A. & ~s.H. were ordered to pa ss through 1 E.W. at Klein - -
Esserden and to capture Bienen. · (3 Cdn Inf Div Ops Log, 24 1.fu.r, 
serials 46 ·and 50). The Scots a tt acked Eienen a t 2000 h9urs, 
bnt were _so hea vily opposed that it bec ame clear that additional 

. forces wquld be needed to reduce the village. This necessary 
_··support, ·-however, was already on its way, for by this time 

9 Cdrt Inf Ede's other battalions were on the east bank of the _ 
Rhine. S•D. & G. Highrs had cros sed first in Buffa loes and 

- cone entrated ne a r the river south-east of Speldrop. Nth N .s. 
Highrs followed at 1700 hours using the storm boat ferry service, 
and concentrated in the a rea recently ve.ce.ted by H.L.T. of c. 
C~ D.' s.D. & G. Highrs' 24 Mnr 45 J nnd Mnrch 1945: AI_)PX 4, 

.· .. marked ma p 2; W.Ds., Nth N.S.- Highrs and H.Q.., 9 Cdn Inf Ede, 
. _ : -. 24 11.[a r 4 5 ) . . ·' .• . . . _. 

__ ,. ___ ··-· .. . . 

. :-;: '-65 _. ~: During the night of 24 Ma r .. it. reshuffle to further 
the Cana di cn co mmitment on the left t o ok pla ce. s.D. & G. Highrs 
relieved . . 'L E.W. and occupied the area of Reeserward between the 

,._-,'.·;, , ma in rive!_ and the i'.J..ter Rhein. The positlo.r;i was very exposed, 
but the troops ·, t .8.king advantage of wha tever cover the moonlit 
night offered, moved in. Once in pla ce, tp.e~ found themselves 
occupying the unique position of the extreme left of th~ whole 
allied force whic:h h a d crossed the Rhine. (W.p., s.n. & G • 

. Highrs, 24 Mnr 45; ·and AEF: 45/3 Cdn Inf Div/C/F, Docket V: 
Re.port 9 Cdn Inf .Ede, Op "PLUNDER", 15 .1'4ay 45). The relief 

, completed,.. 7 B. W. returned to cone ent.rate northwest of Rathshof, 
,, .- l.eaving S. D. & G. Highrs to J?lan an attack on Grietherbusch for 

the early hours of 25 Mar. pr. D. , ·s. D.: & G. Highrs, 24 M9.r 45; 
3 Cdn Inf Div ·Ops Log; 25 Mar, serial~ . 5, 6 ,_ 9 and 31) 

!. q6. ..- By first light on 25 Mar, the sitµation, though 
sti_ l~ ~trongly contested, was i'mproving all ac·ross the front. 
On ·the f a r right, 5/7 Gordons were exerting pressure on Rees 
from the south while 1 Gordons strove energetica lly to clean 
up the l ast defenders in the town . To assist in this, 5 B.1.'f . 




