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1 . This report contains the personal story ot 
Capt J. E. G. Labrosse . It was prep red at the Historical 
Section G. S., Depart ent of National Defence by this 
officer and ls based upon entries in his personal dial"J 
and various documents in his po session, copies of which 
are appended to this report . 

ARRIVAL IN ENGLA D 

2 . On 10 Jun 44 I- received notic to report at 
Dorval Airport at 1100 hrs, 13 Jun enroute to England. 
There w re three of us, all Civil Affairs Officers , travel­
ling together. At 1100 hrs on 13 Jun 44 we departed by 
plan for Prestwick, Scotland . e landed the next morning 
at 0730 hrs fter a 14 hrs flight from Dorval to Prestwick. 
On Thursday, 15 Jun 44, we arrived in London and repor~ed 
to Canadian Military Headquar•ters for interTiew. Orders 
were given to us to r eport to Canadian General Reinforce­
ment Unit at Witley. Dur ing that morning there were five 
Air R ids in London with V- 1 • At 1930 hrs we took the 
train at aterloo Station for itley. 

3 . On 16 Jun we ere attached tv British Army for 
all purpos s except pay. During our stay in itley I saw 
several flyin bombs going towards London, never thinking 
that one day I a going to see the actual sites in France 
from wh ich they were projected . During that week I visited 
the ~nglish countryside where I found the roads crowded 
with military traffic . On 19 Jun 44 field equip ent , web, 
valise, revolver. utc, wer~ iss"'ed to us . Documantation 
was completed before we left for London the next day. On 
20 Jun 44 we left itley for London to Acton for final dis­
posal on the "Q" List. On the same day e were sent to 
Eastbourne where we were put up at the Grand Hotel . In the 
evening we saw ten fl7ing bombs which were shot down into 
the sea b7 the R. A. F. in front of our hotel . 

TRANSFER TO UNITED STATES ARMY 

4. On 22 Jun 44 we were paraded to the Adjutant 
of the European Civil Affairs Headquarters. He eked us if 
we preferred to go to the Americ n Army or the British Army 
telling us that we had a chance to see ·action ore quickly 
1th the A erican Army because the British CiTil Affairs 

appoint ents were filled up t that time . e all chose the 
course which would give us a chance to see action . Orders 
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were issued therefore to us to r por~~to Heacncir!e\J~86 
u.s.E.C.A. Shr1venham on the following day. I was pleased 
to learn that I w a to be attached to the American Army. 
It would be a new experience for me. Protective Inoculations 
of T.A. B.T. were given to us and next orning we left for 
Sbrivenham where we arrived about 1800 hrs. 

• 
5. On 24: Jun 44 I was informed that I would b• 
attached to the 2nd European Civil Affairs Regiment, Detach­
ment BlC2, "C" Company at Manchester as a Relief Public 
Health and elf r Officer. Two days later I received orders 
to be ready to move next morning to nchester where I was 
to report to Headqu rters, "c" Company of 2nd u.s.E.C.A. 
Regiment, tro this Headquarters (See Appendix "A")• Upon 
my arrival I was met by the Adjutant, Capt Ellisworth, who 
introduced me to Lt•Col Fisher, U.S.A. Commanding Officer 
of the Company, Lt-Col Robinson, BrJtiah 2IC, and Major 
Bean, the American Officer Commanding BlC2 Detachment. 

6. I should point out, at ~l ... is point, that the 
policy of mixing British and American Civil Affairs Otticers 
together in th same unit was followed in both the British 
and American units. Generally speaking it the Officer Com• 
manding was a British Officer, the 2IC would be -an American 
Officer; if the unit was American an American Officer was 
the Officer Commanding and a British Officer the 2IC. It 
was the same fer regiments, companies and detachments. 

7. The Headquarters of the company to which I was pos-
ted, w~composed chiefly of specialist officers, usually 
fifty percent British nd fifty percent American. The &8.Jlle 
applied to each d tachmen•. This was v ry important for our 
team work on the Continent in the Allied Countries. Th• 
United States Army Officers gave us the as.me privileges and 
consideration as American Officers received. e carried 
out the same duties and had the same r sponsibilitiea. 
The view generally held at this ti waa that the Russians 
were opposed" to this arrangement, arguing that it would 
give the British and .Americans too strong an influence 1n 
Germany. In September 1944 it was decided that all British 
Officers would return to British Headquarters, Civil Affairs 
Group. The s e applied to the American Ar y (see Appendix 
"B"). 

a. On 29 Jun 44 the whole company moved froa Kan 
chester to St George near Marlborough to continue field 
t~aining until we were called to France (See Appendices 
"C" and "D"). The study or French and German languag••• 
routine administr tion work and a route march every two 
days formed part ot our syllabus. I was an instructor 1n 
the Frffnch Langu ge in our Detachment. Our stay 1n Ogbourne 
• St Georg• lasted fro l Jul 44 to 24 Jul. On 10 Jul we 
receiYed ord rs to "Stand to", that w~ could proceed any 
moment now to France. 

DEPARTURE FROM ENGLAND 

9. On 23 Jul orders were r ceiv d that equipment, 
Motor Tr nsport, etr., were to proceed by ro d to PlJlllouth 
and the balance of th detachment by train the next morning. 
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L aving St George at 1100 hrs, 24 Jul ~4, we passed through 
Bristol and Ex ter rriving at Plymouth at 1800 hrs . he 
centre of t he town of Plymouth had been h avily bo bed by 
the Luftwaffe . It was a very sad sight to see . 

10. W re ained a day in Pl 1Jllouth during which time 
we w re able to attend to our material and spiritual affairs 
befor leaving tor the continent . Both British and American 
Officers were to transmit to the t ilies ot the British 
and American Army personnel sp cial messag s on personal 
aff airs such as wills, business transactions , etc , Spiritual 
atters were attended to by two American P drea, Cathol i c 

and Protestant, for those who wished to ke peace with God 
before their d parture. 

11. On 25 Jul we received our instructions to bark 
at 1600 hrs . o trunks w re allowed on the boat . Ever7 kit 
bag s rked with our Regimental Colours and the name 
and number of our detachment in case of loss at sea or while 
landing. An · American Transport Company oa e with trucks to 
take us to the wharf and by 1800 hrs we were all on board 
ship . While awaiting embarkation to th boa•, coffee and 
sandwiches wer served to us by th American R d Cross . 

12. The v ssel which was to take us to France waa 
a Liberty Ship . On the first deck at the rear were our 
sleeping quarters where we slept on canvas bunks . Officers 
and G. Is . were requir d to sleep in the s e quarters . 
Life belts were distributed s soon as we r ached the main 
deck and we were told to keep the with us at all times 
until we rea ched Franc • 

13 . At 2000 hrs th ship left th wharf . It anchored 
in the stream and spent · the night there . As •oon as the boat 
was anchored in the middl of th chann l every one of us 
realized the gr~ ity of the situation, Smoking on the boat 
after dark w s forbidden and these order s war strictl7 en­
forced under p nalty of heavy punishment . Our me als on 
board consisted of American "C" rations , n nned b ans, etc . 
Th a als did not h ve any variety t allJ always the SBllle 
thing. 

14. At 0900 hrs , 26 Jul 44, the convoy which con-
sisted of about 40 ships , oved out of PlJlllouth harbour 
escorted b7 British and American warships . No lights were 
perm.ittsd to be s hown after darkness fell. During th• 
night of th~ 26th at about 2330 hrs we heard a funny noise . 
Th• ship shook for a few seconds. It proved to be a depth 
charge which had been dropp d about two miles from ua. 
Bext orning w were told that a German Submarine had tried 
to torpedo the convoy. Everyone on board realized that we 
were getting near r and 11earar to the theatr or war . 

LANDING AT UTAH BEACH 

15. At 1600 hrs , 27 Jul 44, our ship, along with 
the others, arrived at its destination at Ste rie Au Mont 
which is a part of Ut~h Beach. The ship anchored in the 
bay about ile from shore. It wa too late to unload the . 
boa,. After our supper everything see ed to be very quiet 
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and subdued until dark. Suddenly we hear d the noise of the 
German plan a approaching. Everyone on board remained on 
the main deck, ready for any emergency. Orders were given 
tor us to st y put ubtil further orders. Bomba fell in the 
bay and on the beach but fortunately none hit the ship. 
The American A.A. Batteries were very efficient and kept 
the Luftwatre away trom the anchored vessels which were probably 
the target. As a display of fireworks, it was one of the 
most interesting I have ever seen. About 2300 hrs every• 
thing was quiet again. One in a while a single enemy air• 
craft approached but inflicted no damage. We learned that 
there were no A.A. guns fired from the ships. It was too dangerou1 
because of lack of fire discipline which might result in 
the destruction of friendly plan••• Every s~ip in the con-
voy had a crew of nners and anti-aircraft weapons. It 1• 
at times like these that a man realizes he is not very big 
in- front of the enemy and that it ia only through ' the co-
operation of all that the enemy can be vanquished. 

16. Next morning at sunrise a landing. barge came 
by our ship to unload. When they opened the 'doors of the 
ship ts hold they found t hat one gasoline. truck, 16,000 gallons, 
had leaked. Orders were given at once for·"no smoking" on 
board unt i l all gasoline trucks were unloaded .as there were 
20 of these trucks on board. Our landing was delayed for 
one day. That night there was another air raid. This time 
the Luftwaffe hit an American ammunition dump about two miles 
fran the beach. 

171 At 1600 hrs, 28 Jul 44 we landed on the beach 
of Ste Marie Au Mont. The hardest t h ing that I went through 
was coming down the ship's cord-ladder with all my kit bags 

· on my back. I knew that with one false step and I would fall 
into the sea. I believe that I lost at least five pounds des­
cending that ladder. We were taken to the beach in a Du.kw. 
Near the landing point on the beach a German Prisoner of War 
Camp was located. As soon as a ship was empty the Germ.an 
prisoners embarked. 

18. Afte~ we landQd the first village we went 
through was Ste Marie Au Mont . We then passed through Ste 
Mere Eglise which had been heavily bombed. There was prac­
tically nothing left of the small towns. From there ·we 
went to Brisquebec. About one mile from this village was 
the Headquarters of the 20th Corps of U.S . A. 3rd Ai-my. As 
soon as we reached our location we dug slit trench•• beside 
our "Pup Tents", close to the fences and in the shadows of the 
trees. Field Standing Or ders were issued to us immediately. 
These Orders forbade us to go out of oamp without a pass, 
to trade with the French farmers, to buy Calvados, etc. 

19. Here la a brief description of the camp . The 
Orderly Room Tent was located under a big tree, as was also 
our Field Kitchen. At night moving pictures were shown to 
us in the field. Electricity was produced by a gasoline 
motor. As soon as an Air Raid warning was given the film 
stopped and we ran for our fox holes. British Officers 
found t h is very comical and typical of the Americans. No 
white clothes were allowed to be hung in the open . Sun• 
bathing was forbidden because German recce planes were coming 
everyday to take Aerial photos of the ground. 
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MOVE TO ANGERS 

20, e remained at this camp fro 31 Jul to 5 Aug. 
A guard was ounted aro.unq the camp day and night. At 
0100 hrs, 5 Aug Movement · orders were received for us to · 
leave at sunrise for St Martin De Landelle where the head• 
quarters of the 20th Corps of 3rd U.S. Army had oved the day 
before. At 0200 .hrs the Advance Party left. At 0500 hra 
the rest of the · company was on it way. Instead of pro~ 
ceoding directly East, we went outh to st Martin Sur Mer . 
a beautiful summer resort with a wondert'ul sand beach, but 
we had no time to atop to enjoy its amenities. At about 
1000 hrs we reached Coutances but the town had been so badly 
bombed that it was impossible to pass through it; we there• 
fQre followed a by-pass road to Granville and thence to 
Avranches. Before reaching the last named town we learned 
that retreating German troops had destroyed all bridges. 
We were therefore ·obliged to wait several hours until one 
of the bridges whi~h was not too badly damaged, had been 
repaired by the Engineers. 

21. At about 1200 hrs we reached Avranches . It is 
located on the top of a big hill fro which it is possible 
to see the church of ont St ichel about three ilea dis­
tant. It was difficult to get through the town as it was 
full of rubble and had not 7et been cleared. 'lb.ere was only 
one-way traffic in the town. On the slopes of the steep 
hill on the outskirts there had been a terrible battle bet­
ween German and American tanka. Destroyed and brewed-up 
tanks were to be found on the roads, in the fields and in 
the ditches. ·Descending the hill to Pont Aubault. one could 
see, for miles ahead, thousands of U. S. Army trucks, tanka 
and equipment of all sorts on the Fougeres - Rennes Road. 

22. At 1400 hrs we reached st James. It had been 
liberated t he morning before and all the town was decorated 
with the ·r1ags of the allied nations and we halted there for 
one hour. The iphabitants-' were so glad to be liberate<.i that 
they offered us Calv~dos1 . ·wine, cider, foods, eto. Thia 
town became one of . the .We&tern Europe American Ceaetri•••. 
out of our P • . , rat.ion ·a · -surplus .of chewing , cigarettes, 
chocolate bars were ·given away to the en, women and children 
in each liberated town~ The generosity of the Americans was 
well•.kl:wwn in the li9erated country, 

23. Two hours later wo arrived at the Headquarters 
of the 20th Corps which was about two miles from St Martin De 
L~ndell • The town ~~s surrounded by hilly country. Upon 
arrl val fox holes were dug and pup tents erocted. Aa .usual 
the Company Headquarters was located in the woods under the 
trees but since tho forest was not very large the whole coa­
pany could not be sheltered in it. All the detachaenta were · 
therefore set up at the edge of this wood in a corn field 
near by. We were scattered all over the field under trees. 
Our stay in the vicinity ot St Martin De Landelle promised to 
be very pleasant when suddenly we began to hear shells falling 
near by and realized that we were only three miles behind the 
front. Telephone communications were immediately arranged with 
Corps Headquarters which was about a half a 1le fro us. 
There was a wonde·rt'ul sunset that Saturday night but the 
roaring of the guns interfered with our appreciation of its 
beauty. Smoking was forbidden under a heavy penalty • . 
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24. The German bombers came in force the same night 
dropping bombs on our Zone of Go:mm.unications (L. of C. ) but 
the7 met with a .hot . r .eception from our A. A. batteries . It 
was an ..awe""i"nsp!ring sight. The sky was fUll of bursting 
A. A. shells. Flares dropped by the enem1 planes floated 
slowl y towards the earth, lighting up everything in the vicinity. 
Bright red tracer bullets streaked across the sk7, directed 
at the flares in an attempt to extinguish them. Ears were 
almost deafened by many weird and rather terrifying noisess 
th continuous ch."one of planes overhead; the screech of bombs 
on their way to the targets; the explosions as they landed; · 
the angry roar of gunf 1re trom dozens of guns and the hoarse 
shouts of the gunners of the A. A. batteries a~ound us . Seven 
German planes were shot down . The sight ot planes streaming 
fire and smoke as they plunged to the enrth, the scarlet and 
red glow of the .flames wh1Qh followed them and the acrid smell 
of explosive will remain with me forever . Next morning we 
learned on our way to church that a bomb had fallen near a 
water de by our camp . 

25 . All that Sunday we heard tho guns . I was Duty 
Officer of the day, consequentl7, I will never forget that Sunday. 
My tour of duty was from 1800 hrs to 1800 hrs the following 
day . Sunday morning Church Services were held in the field 
at 20th Corps Headquarters where a few craters in the ground . 
could be seen . On my way back from Church Service an American 
Officer was relating to me that a French woman had been 
caught smoking in the window of the hotel at St Martin . It 
was believed that by signalling with her cigarette she had given 
information to the Germans who were ~bout one mile away on 
the top of a hill facing the hotel . She was arrested at once, 
court martialed and executed by an American Squad. Arter 
this the dail;J fire from the German side greatly decreased 
.and the Ame~icana opened up with a very heavy -barrage which 
lasted until noon. Things seemed to quiet dom again. 

26 . About a quarter of a mile trom our camp was an 
old windmill with a little dam. The owner gave us permission 
to s~im . Everyone was glad of the opportunity but while we 
were bathing the guard was mounted in case of surprise by 
isolated enemy soldiers. At 1800 hrs ·everybody went back 
to camp for parade and everyone was accounted for . Sunday 
night arr•1ved and with it the bright moonlight, the wail ot 
the sirens and bombs . It was a repetition of the night before 
except that the bombardment was more intense. It meant 
anotbe1~ sleepless night in the !'ox holes. Seventeen German 
planes were shot down . That appeared to be some consolation 
for our discomfort in the slit trenches . About 0400 hra 
on onday morning a despatch rider arrived with the n•ws 
that the Germans were retreating vert" fast and large numbers 
of them had been taken prisoners . ·At sunrise we again hea:rd 
the Jerry planes in the ai~ taking photographs . 

27 . Orders were given to proceed to Vitre and we 
Rr~ived there in the afternoon about 1400 hrs. Camp waa 
set up · in the fi ld bout five miles from town. 

28. While we were searching for food at a farm., a 
French woman there informed us that 8000 Germans had be~n 
left 1n a section of the farm by an American Advance Part7. 
The Yanks had been moving too quickly to take time out to 
stop and round them up. We c aptured one of them in the tarm. 
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,-ard and took him to our camp . Tb.ere he gave ua 
tion as to the xact location of the others and 

na1ss nee was made we found his information to be 
then notified 20th Corps Headquarters. 

or intora• 
after a recon­
correct . We 

29 . e sta,-ed there in the fie l d several da,-a as the 
Germans were reputed to be fighting near Lav 1 . On 8 Aug 44, · 
however, we reached Laval to find praeticall,- no dam~ge to 
the town. Orders were glven to us to report two miles tro• 
the vill g of Force where we stayed for the rest of the we k 
until Sunday . Everyday a detachment was called to go into 
action in a town. Ever'J Company or OiY-il Affairs consisted 
of a Headquarters Specialist and eight Detachmente of all 
sizes . Since our Detacr.ment was intended for a town of over 
100.000. people or more we could not get into a~tion right 
away. By our camp was a s all river where we could bathe and 
swim. There was a daily Bath P rade f or those who were left 
behind. 

30. At 1200 hrs, 13 A'11g 44 orders were recei ed that 
Detachment BlC2 of "c" Compan,- to which I belonged, was to 
proceed at once to the town of Angers which had a population 
of 100, 000. An Advance Party was sent at once and the main 
body of the Detachment :as to leave at 1300 hrs . 

31. e found the to1vn of Angers d cerated and the 
crowd rejoicing and cheering the Americans. Cigarettes, 
cho~olates, chewing gum and candy were istributed to the 
civilian population . The Germans had left the town on SUnda,­
morning about 1000 hrs, crossing the River Loire towards Le a 
Ponte and Saumur . These places formed a pocket acroas the 
river from Ange~s in which there were _believed to be about 
26 , 000 Germ.ans. 

32, Upon arriving in Angers our Advance Part,- went 
at once to the City Hall to requisition a building for our 
Detachment . Our billets were on hue du Qninconque racing the 
Mall which is one of the nicest parks in the Anjou. The 
house we wer in had previousl,- been occupied by the German 
Civil Administration. A thorough search or the house was 
made by the Detachment for boob,- tr~ps, ines, etc . OUr 
ot.fiees and billets w re together . Each O·f us was glad to 
see action in Civil Affairs at last. A copy of our House 
Rules -is att ched to this Report as Appendix "E•. 
33. · Th first duty of our Officer Commanding and ·th 
Second in Command was to get in touch with the Prefect of the 
Department of Maino Et Loire . the ayor, Aldermen and local 
officials of the city of Anger • The Proclamation of the 
Commander• in• Chief was r&ad to them. 

34. On Monda'J, 14 Aug 44 , a clv1e reception .for the 
United Stat s Army Authorities was h6ld in the Salle d ' Honneur 
of the City Hall . A speech of we lcome and thanks was 
delivered by the Mayor of th City for their liberation and 
the freedom o.f France . Present at this Reception were: the 
Commanding O.fficer of the American Garrison, Otf ioers Commanding 
Field Units located in the town, and the Officer Commanding 
the Civil Affairs Detach~ nt with his Officer Starr . It is 
to be noticed th t Angers had no yor during the German 
Occupation. Mayor Bernier, who had bean the Mayor or Angers 
for over a period of .forty years, had re.fused to co• operate 
or work in any capacity with the German occupying forces . On 
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the other hand the Prefect of Maine et Loire, appointed by ~he 
Vichy Government, had fled to Germany befor our arrival with 

,the German r treating troops. A new prerect was appointed 
b the Government Provisoire de France and installed in off ice 
during our stay in Angers. All the Civil Affairs Officers 
were introduced to every city otf1cial, because e had t ·o 
work in close co-operation with the • Thousands of people were 
outsid cheering us while the speeches were going on. After 
the reception the Fr nch people brought us flo er~, invited 
us to dinner,. etc. Th fir.at two days were days o:f rejoicing 
and happiness. 

35. Before prQceeding with an account of our work in 
Angers it may be useful to explain just what our instructions 
were with respe ct to the dut i es of Civil Aff airs in Liberated 
'11 rritories. These instructions were, incidentally,. prepared 
by SHAEF. It was obvious that the powers o1' t J: e Com.rp.ander• 
in- Chief to achiev his object had to remain abeolute over 
all persons a nd t h ings, subject to t he limit tion 0£ Inter­
national La • His status was defined by an a greement between 
His Majesty• s Government and the United St tea· Goverrunent 
and the uv rnement Provisoire de France • . In a liberated 
territory, such as Franc , ~he maximum encouragement was to 
be given to the local officials and orga~s or ~ove nment . 
We were to aim at the earliest possible restorat~on of the 
N tional Authority. We were to assur by ef.fective liaison 
that the Commarider•in•Chief•s wishes would be obe1ed in the 
Zone of Operations. 

36. Civil Affairs had one duty only, namely, to 
assist tho Commander-in-Chief to defeat the nemy. The 
Commander- in- Chief,, therefore, required Civil Aff~irs to 
assist the French vivil Authorities to: 

( e.) 

(b) 

Keep the Civil population .from impeding 
the troops. his implied: 

(i) Establishment of Law and Order 
(11) Preserving tho population from want, 

disease and f &ar. 

Assist in the restoration of the economic 
life o! the Co.nmunity and thus trans!or• 
the civilian population from a liability to 
an asset by: 

(i) Procuring civilian labour for ,military 
purposes thereby p:ruviding employment 
as well as helping the Services, Army, 
Navy and Air Force . 

(ii) Making ava.llabl.e the econo ia resources 
of the terr itory ther~by saving 3hip• 
ping, tonnage and Inland transport . 

The methods to be e ployed ~ere as follows: 

(a) A C. A.O . could only oarry out his duties 
as required by indirect control, i.e.,. in 
liberatea t rritory by asaistanc tro2 
local authorities, state and municipal officals 
and pr.J.vate enterprises. 
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(b) He was to have the assistance of liaison 
officers or interpreters or the country 
concerned, and in many case s , of members 
of the underground movements . to aot as 
advisers and intermediaries, but the final 
responsibilities remain with him. 

( c) The only direct control he exerted waA in 
publishing proclamations etc., of the C- in- C 
and in enf orclng obedience to t hem by means 
of Military Courts . 

(d) Maintenance of the Machiner~ of Local Govern­
men • ocaJ. of'f le a s were no ·o ba com­
pefied to remain in off ice except in cases of 
military necessity. No oath of allegiance 
aould be demanded from t h em but the pi.>licy 
was to maintain or rest ore local govern-
ment and therefore induce of ficials to 
remain in off ice . A written assuran ce of 
loyalty to car ry out h e duties of their 
office could have been required ft'om t h em • 
Resignation a f ter taking servi ce with the 
occupant was not a hostlle act, bu~ any 
act to the disadvantage or dama ge of the 
interests of the occupying f orces was 
dealt w1th as war trea son. Civil Affa i rs 
Specialists were to work with their opposite 
numbers in local government administration 
and public service. Familiarity with 
indigenous administrative system was assen• 
tial . The f inance officer of Civil Arfairs 
Detachment had to work with the City Fin­
ance "'ontroller or if 1 t was in a' Depa l"tment 
such as t he Department of MAINE & LOIRE, 
Prefecture, A GERS, he had to work with 
the Finance Controller of the Department 
and also of t he city • 
The prestige and standing of local off icials 
was ma i ntained. Thay had to be treated 
with the tact and r e spect due to their 
of fice . · Some of the of.ficials ere unde­
sirable for Securlty reas ons . I t was , 
howeve~, neces ary to maintain t hem ln office 
until they had been r eplaced by other 
officials who were reliable and efficient . 
This was done at t he earli0st possible 
moment . 

(e) Economy . The reve 1ue collected rarely 
cover ed the expenditures involved. In 
liberated territories a large proportion 
of the expenditure was ma de on behalf of 
loca l autho:rities whose interests , t here­
f or e, were saf e guarded. 

37 . All the work ot a Civil Affairs Officer was per­
f'ormed in the midst of t he inevi table 1.msettlement owing to 
previous enemy occupation and action, and t he d isorde.r 
consequent of military oper ations. All his activities were 
thus of firgt aid and short term natur es . . He was not r espon­
sible for lar ge scale r e lief and rehabilitation involving a 
long policy . Some or h is tasks were: 
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Re-e~tablishment of an efficient admin­
istration and orde ly social life, 1.e •• 
police, ju tice , essential a enities and 
utilities. 

Regulation of food supply, the 1 titution 
or relief mea sures, prov.l aional and tem­
por ary. 

Promotion of Production for: 

(1) military necessities 
(11) e sential clvllian needs . 

(d) Promotion of seful emplo}'lllent in addition 
to finding labour .fer the services. 

(e) Institution or improvement of Air Raid 
Precautions and Fir~ Defence. 

(f) I nstitution of Inform tion Bu~eaus to 
help displaced and ml sing persons and to 
maintain th morale of the populat i on. 

38. Fur.ther ~nrormation on the duti~s of Civil Affairs 
Detachments will be found in Aop ndices "F" and "G". The 
paragraphs marked with an ~sterisk 1n Appendix " " outlined 
the duties of the Public Health and velrare Officer which 
ras my particular responsibility. 

CONDITIONS TI. ANGERS 

39. The City of' Angers is a very important centre. 
Centuries ago it wa the capital o Anjou from which the 
Pl~ntagenet kings of England had sprung. It is loeated at 
the junctions of the Rivers Maine et Loire and is t.he Pre­
fecture of the Department of Maine et Loire. It is an 
important allway junction for antes, St Nazaire, Lorient, 
Laval, Rennes, etc , and is only about 80 mile s from the aub­
mai-ine bas of st Nazaire. The Headquarters of the German 
Army for the Anjou Region had been located in the University 
of Angers. The Headquarters of the Germ n avy for Nantes, 
St azaire, Lorochelle, Lorient and the south-west part ot 
Europe and Africa had alao been in Angers. 

40. The Germ.ans had wrought chaoa in the city berore 
departing. Telephone and Telegraph communications had been 
cut both in the city and in the surrounding countryside. The 
telephone exchanf e had been badly damaged . Before our 
arrival postal communic.ationa to Paris or any other big towns 
were practically non-existent owing to the destruction ot 
railway and bus lines by our Air Force. Railway communications 
outside Angers ·towards Tou s and other easterly towns were · 
complately destroyed. Bridge , rails and freight yards had 
been sm shed by the American Air Force and the Ro3al Air Force. 
The stat·on and ths yards at Angers had been bombed twice. 
All motor and railway bridges h d been blown up by the Germans. 
Only one bridge as in use over the river Maine . TemporarJ 
repairs were howev~r begun at once by the Amer i can Engineers 
Corps, and sopn the travelling facilities came back to nor­
mal. With regard to vehicles the Germans had removed all 
means of t ransp ort including motor oars, traction vehicles, 
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toy wagons, heel- barro ·s , bug i s, carts, bicycle , a~d 

most of th horses . oreover there as no gasoline to be 
had anywhere exc pt for a little on t he black market which 
could be obtain d only at an exorbitant price. Ga oline 
was released to th French Civil authorities from a United 
States Petrol Dump for t he ost urgent needs. A close check 
wgs made, by the Ame_ican Provost Corps, of every civilian 
truck and car met on the streets or highways. This was 
done in order to prevent the enemy from escaping and also 
to verify the military permits for the use of gasoline and 
oil . 

41 . The se~age as v~ry antiquated and inadequate. 
The 3arbage systen was, however, quite ~odern and up-to­
date . The drinkin water as gener lly considered good. 

42 . 1th roga~d to power and fUel e found that 
electricity could be used only at night owing to th l ack 
of coal . This necessitated the discontinuance 01' the stree·t 
railwny servic • Gas fo r do~e stic use wa alao very scqrce 
and on s me days there was none at all • 

43 . The food s1tuat on at Angers~ while not critical 
was not very satisfactory . In some districts of the epart ­
msnt of Mn1ne et Loire there was a surplus cf meat and fats 
but in some others ther•e P.t none at all. Ar ound An ors , 
most of the ltvestock, which may have boen carried aw y by 
the Germans, was gone . Eeats and fats we r e very scarce 
and were sold on the black market . 

r, •.A R~ D P'I'ED BY CIVIL AFFAIBS 
ADMna. TRATIO I N ANGERS 

44 . In order to prevent an epi dBmic daily inspections 
of sewage were cerried out . Cesspools had tc be emptied 
every month . This had not been don f or two months prior 
to our arrival . Orders were alao issued that all water 
sboul~ be boil ed or chlorinated . To conserve electrlcit 7 it 
was permitted to be used Ojly for do estio purposes only at 
night . Gas was released only at meal times ~hen it as avail­
able . To relieve the coal shortaqe inquirie were made at 
Nantes where it •as found that there war a l arge numbe r 
of coal barges . Army trucks and French labour were ut111~ed 
to bring coal to Angers . 

45 . The food situation was met 1mmed1atel7 by the 
issuance of instructions that farn1 produce could not be sol d 
to private individuals but only to the French Civil Author i ties . 
A Food Bo rd was then set up to take an inventory of the 
food situation. Trucks collected food at the f rms and 
brought it to the Central ~ood Board for equitable distr1-
but 1on to the popul tion. Hoarding and b l ack marketing were 
severely dealt with. During my two year s with the Civil 
Affairs and Military Government I found that fat ( cheese , 
~rease , lard , butter) ere among th main items on the b l a ck 
arket . Tea and coffee were carce and replaced by substitutes . 

Coff e and tea of good quality were sold for bet een two and 
three thousand ' trancs a kilo . Luxury goods had no price. 

46 . Th black market had been f l ourishing since the 
Berman occupation. Fats , butter, l ard , olive oil, eto _ were 
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the most expel');Sive. N~ceasit1es and commodities such as 
suits of clothes, dresses, etc, were all available on the 
black market/ When we arrived everyth ing possible was 
done to reme'dy .this evil but the lack of cooperation of 
the civ111anl' population and certain officials ha d impeded 
our efforts.J J 

I~ 

I THE M+LE OF 'THE POPULATION 

II II . 

47. / The French were fond of asking questions of 
those (of our troop i who could speak French. ~veryone 
talk.,a ahout D- ey~ of the advance of Allied troops in 
No!'ll1andy, of what ~as expected of them when we r ea ched 
their towns . Many;, had lis t ened to the instructions over 
t~e B. n. c. although some we-re caught by the Germans and 
sept to concentration camps . 

I ' 

/ 4$. The E. B. C. seems to have done an excellent job 

I ~ 
keeping up the morale of the population in the occupied 

t rritory. This proved to be a great asset .to us 1n 
r o. tain!ng their cooperat i on. Wo we e always being asked: 

.w is it that Canadians .and Dritish Ot1'1c rs a r e attached 
1 ~o the .American Army? Whe:re are the British, C nadis.n and 

,
1 p:rench Armies? We WG T' O allowed tot ell them that soon tho 

Trench Anny would be coming through the towns . 'l'he thought 
/ oi' s ::i eing their new French libero.ting Army seemed to give 

/1 them courage, strength and pride. For security reasons 
, ' any questions mre nover an sweJ"ed but were evaded with 

/ tact and politeness. They told us about the.l.r relatives 
'I • 
~ who had be n t .qken to Germanv as forced lnbour, war prisoners, 

// etc. They asked us what would become of them and when they 

'.
/ 
1

1 would return . Thos a questions wer e always answe r d ith 
· adroitness and courtesy; although sometimes it took all 

I
, our patienca. The French are keenly alive to politics and 

we had to exerctse care in political discuss:tons . If they 
went away with a smile of pride and happiness e knew that 
we had done a good job. The people were oarrying on their 
tra da as usual . They went a 1•ound singing , joking and 
laughing nd when they wo~ld meet u , they would give ue a 
big s~nile and ask "C iga ret te , s ' 11 vou s plait" • Amer lean 
office1•s and G. Is. wera very kind to t hem with their personal 
rations . We were sorry to find t1··em in such a state of 
destitution. Their spirit must have been good to have 
endured, with re ignation, the German occupation. any 
times I heard t hem say, "The BBC have kept our chins up. 
Hope of liberation that was all we lived for. Sometimes 
we would s"y among ourselves, •we do not think they ill 
ever come to li~erate us '. Aft er D• Day our spirit came 
back so st~ong tha t o we r e ready t~ sui'fer anything as 
long as we were ' liberat d . Gestapo men were on their toes 
more than ever because sal otae;e w s getting worse and worse 
every day" . 

49 . The Pronch ha~ from the outset, developed an 
underground resistance movement auainst the Germans which 
had steadily increased in effectiveness . In certain towns 
the resistance fore s were organized as reclments; in others 
as companies, pl t oons and sectlons. One of our first 
duties, when occupying a to n, was to contact the chiefs 
of these organizations . In the city of Angers, one chiet 
was a leader in the Communist Party and the other was a 
Catholic Priest . Both of them gave us vital and useful 
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information about the German tactical warfare , the where• 
abouts of the Germans in the district , the type of weapons 
they used in the infantry and artillery, the kind of tanks , 
the location of munition dumps and supply depots, the P. O. L. 
dumps, the warehouses in the city, what they contained, who 
was who in the city, in the Department , ho had been col­
laborators, who had been re oved from office and replaced . 
They were gen~rally fair and as impartial as conceivable under 
the circumstances in their information and did not seek to mis­
lead us . To tell of the marvellous work of the Resistance 

ovement would f ill a book. They contributed to the German 
defeat not only by keeping up the will to resist of the 
French peopl e but by sabotaging railway lines , te l ephone 
and telegraph lines and interrupting German communications . 

50. The French Force s of the Interior, as the resis­
tance groups ere subsequently called, helped to break 
German resistance during the retreat . It was forbidden 
for us to give them regular American weapons but permission 
wa s granted us by the United States Intelligence to dis • 
tribute the captured enemy small arms and ammunitions among 
them • 

THE GERMANS IN ANGERS 

51. These remarks are based on stories told me while 
I 118.S in Angers . I cannot vouch for their authenticity but 
as they were generally current there seems to be strong 
foundation for them. On Pentecost Sunday 1943, an American 
air raid had been made on the tunnel and Angers station 
with the result that 300 French people were killed and hun­
dreds wounded. One incident the French in Angers never 
forgot . A young Austrian officer of the Wehrm.acht had devoted 
himself, body and soul , to help the French popul tion in 
their misery. He had given away blankets , extra food . On 
the following Thursday he was executed by the S. s . Tro·ops . 
The Ange vine had never forgotten hl or his wonderful 
courage and help . 

\J 

52. On onday, 22 Aug 44 , in the name or my Officer 
Commanding, I piid a visit to the Bishop of Angers . Ria 
Excellency told me that he had a great deal of difficulty 
with the Gestapo because of his sermons in church. Once he 
had rec~ived orders to get ready to leave for the Concentration 
Camp but fortunate l y he as not interned. He told m about 
the German Military Governor of the city who came from the 
Saar, a Catholic and good Ch istian. Berore his depart ure 
for Germany he told the Bishops "Your Excellency, I wish 
only one thing, and that is the end of Hitler, of Nazism, 
the Gestapo and the Russians ; then we will have peace in 
Europe" . He th~~ked His Excellency warmly for his cooper ation. 
The Bishop said that the Governor had twice saved hi.a from 
going to the C.~noentration Camp . After D• Day he had said 
one Sunday, from the pulpit , that the French should exercise 
care and hold themselves in readiness because soon their 
services ight be required . Two hours 1 ter the Gestapo 
came to the Bishop's palace to question him. 

53 . The Germana , having cut the bridge on the Loire , 
between Angers and Les Ponts, were holding out in a pocket 
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between Angers and Saumur on the .L.oire River and Chol t 
and Thouars on the south. They were , it would ae , co -
pletely lacking in discipline . T e1 pilfered, l ooted and 
killed. Almost every day someone swam across the Loire 
and came to our Detachment , telling us of the German activities 
and cruelties . The French had always told us that the 
Wehrmacht wer e not as bad as the S. S. Troops, who wer e a 
gr0up of butchers . 

54. The German Navy Headquarters had been located 
in the Chateau de Pignerolle , about three ilea fro Angers 
on . the river Loire . The various barracks and stores were 
in the woods near t he castle . On one side of the castle , 
under the trees, was an enormous bunker serving as an 
entrance to a three- stor1 underground buil ding used aa 
offices , dormitori.es , etc , for the German Staff . German 
avy Off icers and sailors on leave or rest sta1ed at the 

chateau and there was a naval hospital behind it. From 
what we s aw of the luxurious furniture in the messes, offices 
and billets , the German occupation must have cost the French 
people millions of francs . Upon our arr ival in Angers the 
French notified us t hat lootin and pilfering was going at 
the Chateau and men were detailed by the French police t o 
stop this thieving. A fire had gutted the underground 
building for three days prior to our arrival . Firemen were 
put on duty at once to extinguish the fire but this proved 
impossibl due to low water pressure and poor fire hoses. 
No documen~s wer e therefore saved. At the castle we found 
tons of potatoes, vegetables , coal , etc, which were released 
at once to the French authorities to be distributed among 
the local population. 

55. German Military Headquarters for the district 
were located at the Univ r sity and there the American Army 
Engineers found an excellent and very powerful wireless set 
for air and se operations connected directly with Headquarters 
in Berlin by special switchboard and telephones . Before 
withdrawing the Germans had damaged this apparatus rendering 
it usel ess . 

56 . About 700 houses had been requisitioned by the 
Army and av1 as of~ices , warehouses, billets , garages , etc . 
Looting b1 the civilians was at its peak when we arrived in 
Angers; strict ordsrs to cease l ooting and hoarding were 
given under threat of heavy penalt1. It proved very ditf1cult 
to control this looting owing to the shortage of policemen 
and troops . The French Police Force was instructed to in• 
crease its strength. And in this way the worst ev11a were 
checked. 

HOW THE FRENCH CIVIL AUTHORITIES AID 
POPULATION WERE DEALT ITH 

57. The French peopl e had passed through years ot 
severe physical and mental strain. They were undernourished 
and had suff ered further from the military operations re­
quired to liberate them. They had expected speed1 reliet 
and were bitterly di appointed at its de l a1. e were dealing 
with a highly civilized and proud people who had sut'fered 
humil ation. Knowl edge of the French language and life was 
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of great value to us; but above all we tried to put ourselves 
in their place and act if we ere in our own country in 
~imilar circumstances . It required great patience, sympathy 
and firmness to deal with a population which was under a 
severe nervous strain and which had been subjected for any 
years to the oat insidious propaganda . ile refusing to 
take any part in politics or in political discussions, a 
Civil Affairs Officer had to aintain an attitude of friend­
liness and sympathy. We were very careful about our political 
comments so that no misinterpr t a tion could be taken. 

58 . Civil Fire Defence in the Department was under 
the Prefect whose responsibility included the preparation 
of a Civil Fire Defence che•• • Civil Fire Defence in each 
community was the special responsibility of the ayor, who 
acted under the instructions of the Prefect of the Depart• 
ment . In each of the large towns , the Mayor had formed an 
Urban Civil Fire Defence Com.mission and had placed the local 
Fire Chief in charge of it . This ache e apparently worked 
under the Germana but it broke down on our arrival as all 
fire fighting equipment, i . e . hoses, wagons , axes , etc, had 
been taken to Germany by the retreating Germana . Instructions 
were issued at once to Civil Affairs Stores to supply the 
necessary fire fighting apparatus . Fire points were estab• 
lished in ev ry- building in the city. These consisted pt 
pails of water and sand and axes . 

59. Public Health and elfare conditions were not too 
·bad, b.ut some improvements were .11ecess~17 . 'l1here had been 
no epidemics but we took 1mm diate precautions to prevent 
them. No famine or thyphus cases were discovered . Kedical 
supplies were in sho~t supply; particularly drugs, iodine , 
absorbent cotton, vaccine and seruma . eupplies were sent 
immediately to Angers by lorries from tho Oivil Affairs 
Supply Stores at Rennea . This was a British edical Supply 
Unit with a supply of everything from aspirin tablets to 
an X-Ray machine and operating tables, sufficient for 100,000 
people . 

so. The children ' s health was not as bad here as in 
other regions , probably because Angers ls situated in the 
centre of a good agricultural district . There wer• , however, 
some cases of rickets and tuberculosis due to the lack of 
proper vita ins and fats . 

61 . There were five hospitals in Angers . The 
principal hospital was the Hospice d •Angers with a capacity 
of 1,000 civilian beds and 500 ilitary beds . All hospitals 
were short of linen, drugs, serums , vaccines , surgical 
apparatus, etc . These shortages were quickly made good by 
the British edical Unit ~o which I have already referred. 
Bi- weekly visits were made to very hospital by the Civil 
Affairs Public Health and elfare Ofricer. (S6e Appendix 
"H") . Daily demands were made by the Hospice d •Angers to 
have one of the annexes , which had been requisitioned by the 
Germana, released. After a few days orders were received 
by Corpe to notify the Hospital· that the request for the 
release had been granted . (See Appendix "I" and "B") • 
Daily reports and personal contacts were made b tween the 
Civil Affairs Public Health and eltare Offic and the Depart -
ent of Hygiene . Information was o tained on such matters as 

the numbers of ca es of infectious diseases , V. D. deatha , 
Births , etc . A report was made on the numbers of doctors , 



- 16 -

dentists, pharmacists , nurses, and idwives in order to 
ascertain the number avail ble in the City and the De­
partment of 1ne et Loir e 1n cas of emerg ncy . (Se 
App ndix • J") . A close check was kept on ''Lea Jlalsons de 
Tolerance" by the c ivilian and military authorities. Cases 
ot V. D. were at once dealt with by the isolation of the 
patients. (See Appendix "K"). 

62 . The finances of the country wer in a state ot 
complete ch os due to the large numbers of French francs 
issu d by the German authorities, but confidence returned 
when we tol the French that they would be accepted aa 
legal tender . The rate of exchange for Allied Troops waa 
200 Francs (Allied Frencah Franca) t o a Pound Ster ling. 
Nothing seemed to please the P~ench people ore, when 
trading, than to exchange our Allied French Francs for 
theirs . Banks were· re- opened soon aft r check-up had 
been made by the Allied Forces and the Gouvernement Pro• 
visoire de France . In 1945, all ol ?renoh notes f'rom 50 
Franca up were recalled and new ones issued. 

6~ . On 20 Aug ,4, a l arge civic reception was hel d 
at the City Hall fo.r one of the Ministers of the Gouverne­
ment Provisoire d France and the new Prefact or the De• 
partment of M ine et Loire . United St tes Army authoritiea 
and Allied officers were invited to the reception. Spe chea 
by the Minister, the new Prefect and the Mayor were 
delivered! Thousands of people were in the Cour d'Honneur 
at the City Hall entrance . .The1 sang "la arae1ll a1ae" , 
and, then, suddenl7, to our surprise some of them began 
to sing " l •International•"~ The military authoritiea were 
v ry surprised at this . Cheers for every Allied countr7 
and De Gaulle' Government were raised . Afterwards we 
learned that the French had a great admiration for the 
Russians . This seems to have resulted trom the fact that 
so many of the chiefs of the ranch resistance movement 
were members of the French Com. 1uniat Party. The French 
clergy had played a great part in the movement but they 
never m ntioned it and were given little credit or publicity. 

64 . On Sunday, 21 Aug 44, a Te Deum High Maas was 
sung in the Cathedral ot Angers , which had been badly 
damaged in 1943 during an air raid on the city. This Kasa 
was sung by the l ishop of the Diocese in the presence ot 
the French Government and Allied Military authoritiea . 

·THE GENE RAL POLITICAL, ECONOMICAL AND SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS IN FRA CE 

65. The following comments ot the political, 
economic and social conditions in France upon our arrival 
after D• Day may possibl y serve some historical purpose as 
they are based on rirat hand observation and talks with 
many people in Angers and el sewhere . 

66. On 9 July 1940, the 1875 Constitution had been 
abolished by a resolution passed by both Houses of Parlia­
ment sittin$ separately and subsequently by members sitting 
as a Rational Assembly . On the 11 July 1940, Marshal 
Petain assumed the functions of the Chief of the State 
and abolished the off ice of President of the Republic. 
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Be assumed sweeping powers and adjourned both Houses or 
Parliament until furth r notice . On 24 Jan 41, the ational 
Council was ere ted . It as to give advice on any question 
sub itted to it for examination. In April 1943, on the 
coming of Lav l to power, this Council vi tually ceased 
to x1st. The Oath of Allegiance wa sworn b7 all civil 
servants, aglstrate and members of the arm d fore s to 
the person of the Chief of State. 

67 . France was divided in seventeen Regions , ex-
cluding the Departments surrounding Paris and Alsace• 
Lorraine which was 1n~orporated in the Third Reich. A 
Region conl.3isted ot' two or more Dopartmants, the Depart­
mental boundary was taken a the Ragional boundary except 
when the ~emarcation line between Occupied and Unoccupied 
Fr nee ran through a Depa1·tment . In this use th line 
was the bound ry. 

68, A Law of 14 Apr 41, had created tha post of 
Regional Prefect by nominating c tain Departmental Pretects 
to this new dignity. Their powers covered all functions 
relating to the distribution of food, •nd price control. 
Later th y had acquired important reapons1b111tiea in 
connection with labour . All Regional and Departmental 
authorities were under hi direct supervision. He admin• 
1stered the Department 1n which lay the headquarters of 
his Region. He was assisted by a Prefect Delegate for the 
Department, an Intend nt de Police and an Intendant des 
Aff aire Economiques . These were appointed by the central 
authorities . 

69 . The powers of the Departmental Prefect were 
also extended. .For instance, he was empowered to arrest 
persons and imprison them. F' om his decision there was 
no appeal , except to the K1n1ster of the Interior. The 
Prefect became more and more a political agent . Prefeet­
orial administration changed its personality on many 
oceasions since July 1940 as the policy of the Vichy Govern­
ment had veer d more and more toward complete collaboration 
with Germany. The Sous- Prefect was still at the head ot 
the Department but the sittings of the Counsel d •Arron­
dissement were suspended. Mayors and councillors were no 
longer eloeted but ere appointed by the Prefect . 

70. The Occupied Zone in France was divided in five 
Administration Areas (Bezirke) by the Germans . These 
included Horth est France, est ranee (Angers) , ast 
France (Dijon)~ South West France (Bordeaux) and Greater 
Paris . Each rea was subdivided into Feldkommandanturen 
approximately corresponding to the Department , Kreia ­
kommandanturen corresponding to the (Arrondissment) , and 
Ortskommandanturen in certain towns~ 

71 . On the whole it was the practice of the Oermans 
mainly to act through the French administration rather than 
to administer directly. The appointments of Prefects , Sous­
Prefects and ayors could be vetoed by the Komrnandantur who 
had also certain police functions . All French La a and 
Decrees published in the Journal orf 1c1el were submitted 
to the German Authorities before publication. 

72 . During the early months of the occupation the 
Germans took little interest in French labour, but when it 
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became apparent that Britain was not going to be defeated 
as quickly as anticipated they started a recruijling oam-· 
paign in order to induce Frenchmen to work in Germany. 
Thie petered out early ln 19•1, but began again in earnest 
towards the end of that year. Up to June 1942, about 160,000 
workers were reported by local ofr1c1als to have been re­
cruite~ including 50,000 foreigners. Laval's rise to 
powe:r 1n 1942 marked the beginning of a period of greater 
pressure on the workers . On 22 Jun, a new scheme waa 
introduced, the exchange of prisoners for workers. Later 
it was announced that the exchan e would be at the rate of 
one prisoner for three skilled workers . 

' 

73• J;n September 1942, intensive Ge-rman pressure 
resulted in the conscription of labour by the French Govern• 
ment . '?he Germans having insisted that the 150,000 workers 
agreed under the "releve" were to be available by November, 
a decree provided that certain clas ses of men and women 
could be compelled to take up work of national importance 
either in Prance er abroad. In January 1943, a ne · pr•inciple 
was established whereby 1n exchange tor 250.000 workers 
the Germans would repatriate so.ooo prisoners, allow them 
a fortnight's leave and have them return to Germany as "tree 
workers" . By that time, about 250,000 workers had departed 
for Germany . Later another demand was mad6 for 400,000 
workers of whom 220.000 were reported to be destined for 
Germany and 180,000 for work in the Todt organization 1n 
France , but it had been stated by many of these workers 
that they were not made to work but were put in German 
camps where they remained idle. This would suggest that 
one of the purposes of the enemy might have been to prevent 
the French trom helping the Allies in case of an Allied 
invasion. It may also be a tribute to th.e work of the 
Allied Air Forces in eliminating German industries. Thou­
sands of . these workers, hom we have met in our D1splaoed 
Persons and Refugee camps in Germany after the advance 
or the Allies in the Ruhr and elsewhere, told us that they 
had been well paid,. well fed but never worked during their 
stay in Germany• 

74. On the whole French labour in Germany consisted 
mostly of skilled workers, and until the end of the war 
many were allowed to live in private billets. One of the 
principal complaints received was about the take-home pay 
or the workers. th pay which they had been promised was 
badly depleted by taxes. On this question we interr ogated 
thousands of skilled workers in our camps who reported 
to us that the pay was very good and the advantages oon­
s1derable. Every six months they had a fortnight leave 
in France, and their f'amilies received better treatment 
with regard to olothes, food and fuel, being placed on 
the priority list in France. At the end of the war 
there were hundreds of thousands of French worlrnrs in 
Ge.rmany~ who prefer red this to joining the Todt Organization 
at home . In France Todt was a mixture o.f all kinds or 
foreign labour, and for that reason did not appeal to 
the French workers. We had verif1 d ourselves in France 
that · the living conditions in the Todt barracks ~ere not 
good. In Germany, while most of the Todt orkers lived 
together in the same barracks, certain privileges being 
granted to the Pl"ench workers , 1Jhich were not granted to 
other £oreign labourers . The French war prisoners, who 
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h d been released in Germ ny as killed labourers njoyed 
special privil ges . Many, after their return to France 
found that l abour conditions wer worse th n ever, and 
r turned willingly to work in Germany . The ar prisoners, 
who had stayed in the c mp for the duration ot the war, 
were entitled to .regular Allied Army ration after their 
liberation. Ex- prisoners of war , . and those discharged 
in Germany a workers, wer reg rded as civilians. 

75 . The worst German labour conditions we saw, were 
those in the Todt organization in Normandy. There we 
found Russlans, Poles and other foreign workers in 
lamentabl condtt1ons . Some in a Btate of semi- starvation. 
Many were tub rcular and oth rs suffered. from 1n!'ectioua 
disease • It as a frightful ight . The beat of care 
was given to them by the Allied Medical Corps and French 
civilian authorities . 

76 . I have already referred to the Black arket in 
Angers . Her are a few more observations on this subject . 
One of t e factor of the Black Market wa the requisit ­
ioning of food in France greatly 1n exces of the needs 
of the Germ n occupation forces . The urplus was sold 
in biG cities b Black arket agents of the occupation 
army. Bl ck Mar~et is still flourishing in ~rope atter 
t o ye ars of liberation. On my last visit to P ris in 
April 1946 , peopl were saying " e ar e not better ·off, 
the same as hen the Boches were here . " So e claimed it 
was be tter during the German ocoupat!on because they 
could exchange their ration coupons with others, that they 
had at least twc sure meals a dRy ith their ration car d 
system, and th t since liberation they have one meal a 
day with coupons, the rest comos from on th black rket . 
Butchers 1n France could get e t from whol aler without 
coupons, but the customers had to give their coupons to 
the butcher • y friends in Paris often ondered whether 
the butcher sold the coupons on tho black market . One of 
the biggest problems that Civil Affairs and Armies had 
to deal wi th was to help the French authorities to revictual 
the big cities after their liberation. In the agricultural 
districts t he p ople had not suff ered a much from hunger 
as the people in the big oitiea such as P r is, ar eill , 
Lyons, Bor deaux. The southern par of France sea ed to 
have sufrered more than anywhere el8e . At tho end of 
April 1944, ro d and r illray communic tions ·•ere completely 
disrupted by our Air Force and feeding the city ot Paris 
an other big to a became evez•y day more and ore pre-
carious . The P risians thus suffered from lack of food 
while at the same time t h e1• was an abundance· of f'ood in 
the agricultural r gions of Franc , such as Norman~ and 
Brittany. The urban people saw their food oalori s reduced trom 
2000 a day to betwe n 1000 and 1500 -- just enough to pre-
vent starvation while in th rural districts pige were 
fed with milk since tb.ere were no containere to carry it 
to the city and no means to tran port it . 

77. In France , a full :rationing sy tem wa1 intro-
duced in September 1940. The existing ay1tem was planned 
on a six-monthly ration card period. The details ot 
administration were rather complicated as it was found 
necessary, constantly to vary the quantities of food issued 
against a coupon and also the commodities . Almost all 
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comm.odi·~ies, including meat , potatoes and wine, were 
rationed. There were at least eight different categories 
:ror consl.¥"aers ran0 lng from children under three year to 

oid people, and covering all types of workers . Large 
.le.tn111es, examination oandid0·ce s , etc., r ceived supple­
mentary rations . A "POIUTS11 system :f'or fats (denrees 
diverses) was used. 

78. In the towns communal restaurants were est-
ablished where inexpensive meals could be had. No one 
whose 1nco e was above a. certain level was, ho ever, per­
mitted to eat at these establishments~ The actual cost 
of the meal ias based on the personal inoome of the 
client. The following :rfgures will illustrate: 

Income 
" n 
tt 

12 to 16,000 Frcs 
16 to 20,000 Frcs 
20 to 24,000 Fros 
24 to 48,000 Frcs 

a year 
a year 
a year 
a year 

8 t'rcs a meal. 
12 :!'res n meal. 

16 trcs a meal . 
18 t'rcs a meal. 

Cther restaurants were classified by Letter: ''A", "B'', 
"C", "D": "A" restaurant, 50 trcs per meal; "B" r .estaurant, 
35 frcs per meal; "o" restaurant, 25 tres per meal; "Dw 
restaurant 18 fros per meal . Large profits seem to have _ 
been made by the owners of these t'estaurants. People 

-living in the country sent food to their relations and 
£r1ends in urban areas, just as we sent parcels overseas. 
Destitute persons were fed through the Secours National. 
Producers (self-suppliers) were allowed, under a special 
scheme, to keep a small portion of their produce in excess 
of the normal ration. 

79. After the occupation of France by the Germans the 
daily calor1 rate was established on the followlng basist 
very heavy workers bet ~een 4,000 to 5,000 daily ; heavy 
orkers between 3,000 and 4,000 daily; ·other workers and 

normal consumers about 2 , 800 calories per day. By the end 
of 1943 the rate had fallen considerably. Very heavy workers 
received 1,450 to l,GOO calories daily; he vy orkers 1,3201 
other worker a a·nd normal consumers to about 1, 000 calories 
which wq s not far .from starvation. Children still received 
up to 2,300 calories • . 

ao. · In France vegetables in season were unrationed 
but cards wore issued to control the distribution. German 
residents ero issued ith a special f ood ratton card 
entitling them to receive the same ration as 1n Germany. 
Germ.an soldiers on leave received spec! l car s . 

81. Upon our arrival aft r P•Day, we found out 
that since the Armlstice in 1940 there had been a consider­
able fall in a gricultural output in France ~ For instance, 
the 1940 harvest amounted to only three million tons. 
Since 1940, there had been some improvement in crop yiolds 
but there was no i ... "ldi·~a~ion of normal or pr3-war output. 
Before the . war, France had been ab to supply about 90% 
or her own food ~equirements . Shortages of labour, 
rert111zers, and more especially peasants hoarding, con­
tributed to the smaller amount of food a vailable. Another 
factor was probably German requisitioning of grain, meat, 
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wine. fats and olive oil in excess of the real needs of 
the occupation forces . Livestock in France had not suffered 
so heavily, as for instance, in Holland, which was depen~ 
dent largely on imported fodder . For the same reason pigs 
have suffered more heavily than cattle. 

82. 1th regard to textiles we learned that, after 
the occupation. stocks had been removed wholesale to Germany 
and this. together with the lack of imports. had seriously 
reduced available stocks. The textile industry 1n France 
was principally engaged on production f or r...erman purposes. 
We had, therefore. to distribute clothing to the civilian 
population upon our arrival. We found out that the 
clothing situation was unaat1sfaetory among the wealthier 
classes. but the poorer people were in a bad way. As with 
food it was possible to buy clothing with coupons or with­
out coupons on the Black Market where ~ney spoke with a 
loud voice. 

83 . The principal areas producing raw materials were 
situated in the North and Esst· of France, mainly in the 
territory that extends from the English Channel to the 
Swlsa frontier . It included the Departments du Nord. Pas 
de Calais, Meuse . Meurthe et Moselle. Bas•Rhin and Haut• 
Rhin• etc, The last rive named were close to the German 
frontier, The German Armistice tenns had placed a great 
part of the raw material producing Deyartmenta 1n the 
Occupied Zone. Aluminium. was a metal of_pr1me.1mportance 
to Germany, which imported bauxite and aluminium on an 
increasing aeale under a series of agreement with the 
Vich7 Government. 

84. After the disorganization resulting from the 
German offensive 1n 1940 all main routes had Qeen re• opened 
by 1941. The Germans ma4e arrangements to e r..'ur& adequate priority 
for themselves, but all operations were oar.,.ied on through 
the Sooiete Mationale des Chemins de ter. The Alsace• 
Lorraine railways were, however, incorporated i:o. the Reioh-
bahn. Upon our at'rival railway traffic was in complete 
ohaos, for the main bridges, railway yards, ete. had been 
heavily bombed by the Alli d Air Forces . 

FRENCH DEF.fi:AT ISM 

as. L.1ttle seems to have been done to counteract 
the Gennan radio propaganda either before or after the 
declaration or war with Germany. The theme of the daily 
German broadcasts was "The Englishmen 111 Fight Until 
the Last Frenchman" . Attention l,vas drawn to the disparity 
in the numbers of men mob111zsd in the two Allied armies; 
and it was undoubtedly true that the argum.ent th.at France 
had more divisions 1n the field than England, had a bad 
eftect on the morale of the French population. A few pro­
minent Frenchmen vigorously protested the lack or counter• 
propaganda but with small success. Few will say that the 
war was eeted in France with much enthusiasm. Many French 
businessmen asked how Franc could pull through the war, 
lacking supplies of food, raw materials and the reserve 
stocks of all kinds to fight a long war. Strikes and the 
short working week of 40 hou~s had helped to disorgani1e 
the economic, political and social life of the nation and 
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increased the mistrust between. the various social olaases 
and between the peopl and the French Government. 

86. Even the French Army suffered from def'eatiam. 
Many soldiers went into the army, not with a burning seal 
t ·o repel the invaders, but b cause they were obliged to 
go, It wa.a ·felt that France could rely for protection on 
the Maginot Line. Many soldiers thought it suff'iolent to 
J1B.n the maginot forts and a it further developments . 
Official military opinion aeems to have followed the line 
that this was to b• ~ defensive war like that or 1914•1918. 
I was informed b1 French officers that French armament 1n 
1939 was old and inadequate in numbers; moat of we pons 
dated from the last war. This fact too contributed towards 
a !'ee~ing of defeat18Dl among the troops. 

87. There wa s also a widespread defeatist sentiment 
among the civilian population. And, when the war be _an to 
go badl1, doubts as to whether it as worth while developed. 
What was the use of o rrying on a pointless struggle? I 
found 1n conver sation with many Frenchmen that they blamed 
ev rybody for their do..nfall except themselves . Some 
blamed the army for its unpreparedness: others blamed the 
trade- unions; and o t hers the lmprovid~noe of the government . 
It was amusing to hear the Frenchmen blaming the Belgians 
for not f inishing th aginot Line. The Belgians answered, 
"it was up to you to f inish it not to us", The French 
even blam d the DUtchJ The educated class approciatod the 
situation better than the m n in the street, and most of 
them attributed their misfortunes to the instability ot 
their government and a weak foreign policy. 

·aa. It must not be forgotten that Germany had h d 
many sympathisers in France since Briand and Stressman..~ 
had tried to bring about a Franco-German pact, Germany 
also had sympathizer s in Belgi um nd Holland and in very 
other European country. It is said that· prior. to the war 
the r e were over a million Germans in Franca a s tourists. 
After the war began the'T"e were many opeans who believed 
that Hitler would emerge triumphant in Europe and overcome 
England. They felt sure that England would be forced to 
capitulate and there would be peAOA a gain. This wae 
confirmed to me by French, Belgians and Germans with whom 
I talked. Upon their arr i val in France; Belgium and 
Holland, the Reich Occupation Troops were supplied with 
money to buy all t h ey eould in the Occupied Countries; 
many people sold everything and at any price, thinking 
that soon ngland would urrender and ·the war would be 
at an end. During my stay in France with the Arnerlean 
A'T"my and t he Br itish Army, I personnally 1nter v1ewad hun• 
dreds of Freneh people of all kinds and from all walks 
of life, and the theme or their remarks was always the 
sames the 1 r apons1bil1ty and instability or the French 
Government in int rnal and external affair s; the lack of 
discipline in the nation; godless education; differences between 
sooial classes; trade-union strikes; unbelief and bad morale: 
thes~ were the main causes of France's cat astrophe. 

89, Defeatism was, in many instances coupled with 
a strong anti- British feeling. This anti-British teel1ng 
persisted even after the liberation and we r~ into man1 
instances of it. This may partly~· attributed to Churchill'• 
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proposal for merging of the empires to continue the war 1n 
common after the downfall of France . The Germans constantly 
exploited this proposal by saying to the French that 1r 
England should b victorious France would lose her Empire; 
Marianne would forfeit her possessions to John Bullj Fr•nch 
independence would vanish. Another important raotor waa 
the reeling that in 1924, when France was becoming a power­
ful oont1nental power, England placed every obstacle in 
her way. The Germ.ans made every effort toe .xplo1t this 
feeling 1n France in order to discourage the French from 
helping the Allies in the event or a continental invasion. 
The German radio stated that England was the best fed 
coUDtry in Eu.Fope while the other countries were near · 
starvation, It was a difficult matter for Civil Affai r s 
Of ricers to counteract this propaganda , Ex.plan tions were 
given to the civllians: how much England had .suff'ered 
from the German raids on their cities; how England wae 
rationed like other European nationsJ the sa.crltioea the 
British people had nil de to make th• invasion possible; . 
the privations they had endured without murmur. But the 
French complained all the time about everything, At first 
they would not believe that .!Sngland was rationed as them• . . 
selves and in certain things more than the French. . It 
took patience and tact to convince them that they had been 
vioti.Jlls of German anti•British propagafida. Sometimes I 
asked myself whether all the sacrifices we had made for 
the invasion and liberation of France were worth while • 
.tt was an interesting fact that anti-British feeling was 
stronger among the more influential parts of the population 
and more obvious in the western regions than in ·the rest 
ot: the country .• 

FRENCH RESlSTAN~E 

90. Despite the defeatist feeling which was so 
widespread there were many Frenchmen who never weakened 
in their resistance to the Germans. Some escs.ped from 
F~anoe to North Africa, Spain, Portugal, British Isles, 
etc; oth~rs hid in the woods or in the mountains. A large 
number of them remained in hiding, moving from one place 
to another at night • helped and fed by the population. 

91. Inside the factories resistance took the form 
of working slowly, taking part in strikes or in acts or 
sabotage, Out~ide the factories there were numerous attempts 
made against German personnel, oars, trains, transformers, 
telephonic and telegraphic lines. For instance, we were 
informed tha.t from January to April, 1943, over 2,000 rail­
way trucks were destroy d and a great many trains de•railed. 
Canal locks were put out 0£ action, and large numbers of 
barges were held up and prevented rrom carrylng goods tor 
the Germans• 

92. At the same time clandestine newspaper were 
printed and circulated. Through these newspapers, patriots 
were supplied with Allied news and received their in­
structions. Others assisted Allied soldiers to escape 
from Franco 

93, Desp1t the risks incurred, a. clandestine "R•-
sistance" army of over 500,000 people grew up in France . 
At the time of our arrival they had good leaders and were 
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well organized and determined. They had the backing of 
the majority or the French population and awaited the day 
when t hey would be able to join the Allies a gainst the 
oppressor. 

94. .!b counter French Resistance the Germana 
gradually perfected the technique of tracing and disposing 
of the leaders of the opposition and terrorizing the raik 
and file, They had also opened a special school near 
Lor1ent where they trained propaganda a gents with a view 
to winning over the French population to the idea ot 
collaboration. 

95. 
mans were: 

Among the repressive measures taken b1 the Ger-

(1) The cancelling of all f ood coupons to 
-. families of men h o bad f ailed tor eport 

for work in Germ.any; 

(2) The creation of a " orker•s Certificate" 
which every man worker ·of 18 to 45 years 
was obliged to produce on req:iest. The 
securing of such a certificate would 
reveal the identity of t he Jorker to the 
Departmental Pre "ecture and make it 
pr actically impossible for him to abscond; 

(3) The s urrounding by troop of entir e dis- · 
tricts in which men were ar:rested and 
deported under .strong escort• 

.(4). Su.-.zunary shooting r:r deportation to camp• 
in Germany or Poland; · 

(5) Th r eats and propaganda to the ef fect that 
no Allied la11d1ng on t he cor.1t1r1ent had any 
chance o f success: 

THE RECovg y OF FRANCE 

96. Gener ally speaking the French did not approve 
of the Petain Regime, but they endured it. Some were in 
fa vour of it in a f ew respects, others a gains t it alto• 
gather. Upon our arrival in France, DeGaulle's rovisional 
Covei;-nment did not seem to be very popular , but ith the 
passage of time it rallied the support of the population. 
When the n w French Government ar.,.. ived in France. many 
people ·chought t ha.t ~n a few weeks ever ything would be 
back to normal a gain• not realizing al.l the difficulties 
to be overcome in order to restore the nation's life to 
normal ngain , a f t e r the i nvasion had lef t t he country in 
chaos. And wl at chaos : 

97. ~e erthele ss considerable progres was made in 
a few months towa rds r ecovery. The republic n adminis• 
trati e sys tem ~e s re~tored at once in France. ew prefects were 
appointed. Vichy collaborator s, sous-prefects. mayors and 
other off icia l s were dismissed. ·Tho dismissal of these 
officials was do~e gradually, as fa r as possible, o as not 
to upset the economic, political and social lif of the 
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countr7. So e collaborators were dismiss d at once. others 
kept on until further notice. On sever l ooeas ons dur1ng 
m7 stay in France. Belgium and Germany, I was sent to .Par1a 
to verify . reports or the quick recovery of France. During 
my stay in Paris I took the opportunity to interview people 
in the streets. I ould alk into a stor to buy something 
and ngage in conv·ereation with the employer and the m.­
ployeea. They described to me the life in Paris and in 
Franc before th war. during the Occupation nd after the 
Lib~r tion. Some thought that the Go ernment was tr ing 
to do too much, others, not enough. Most of them rumbled 
all th time, and felt that everything ought to be back 
to pre-war. At the hotel, I would interview the staff: 
in the cafes, the "garoon", the buslr1essm n and the 
official. All of them complained of the food situation 
and the clothing situation, the ahortage of coal 1n the 
inter, and th black market , the "beta noire" of France. 

Nevertheless their spirits were high and ney were read7 
to suffer further sacrifices for the recovery or their 
country. On my last trip to arls I found a big improve• 
ment. Imports had already begun to arri e trom abroad, 
and the factories were being re-opened. More otor cars 
were to be seen in the streets of Paris, nd on the main 
highways in France. lowly, but surely, France ·was returning 
to peace conditions. ·r feel that considerable crodit la due 
the Government which helped France emer ge from the chaos in which 
war had left 1t. 

98. Belo 1 a tr nslation of a document passed to 
u ~ after the liberation of Angers. This may be found in the 
National Resistance Publication " l c. " d tod 4 Jrlay 1944. 

PROGM.A m OF ACTIO TO BE TAKE BY T- FRE CH 
R 71SIJ A.~C.E MO ENT AF Efl THE LI -! tATIOI FOR 

THE RECOVE Y OF FRANCE. 

This is tho programi e drawn up by th r pr ~en~­
ati ves of r sistanco organizations group d in 
the 11 ational Council". The r pre entatives of 
res l tance proclaimed that they we e decided to 
remain united fter th liberation. 

1. To enable the to establish the provislonal 
government of the Republic ormed b7 De Gaulle 
to defend the political and economic indepen-

ence of the nation, to re-est blish ranee in 
h r po er and eatness and to allow her to tul­
f 11 her mission in the universe; 

2. To e that traitors are punished, and 
to e vict 1ro the adminiatra on and the pro­
fessional life those who had coll~borat d with 
the enemy or actively associated with the 
collaborationi t governments . 

3. To demand the confiscation of traitors• 
po ses ions a d those of dealer in the bl ck 
arket, the stablishment of t e on ~ar 

profits, and on . ains de at th expen e o~ 
the people n th n tion during the occup tion, 
tb co f sc t o of all enemy prop rty, includ­
ing any that might havo been acquired since the 
rmistice by the government axi , or their 
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nat·ional in French colonial enterprises of 
all sorts; 

4. To aasure t he establishment of the 
broadcast basis or democracy by universal 
suffrage, liberty of thought, of faith, ot 
expression, the liberty of the press, its 
honour, its 1ndependance in regard to the 
state, in reg rd to moneyed interest and , 
foreign influence, the liberty ot association, 
of meeting, of anifestation, the inviol­
ability of domicile and the ocret or oor-
r spondenoe, the respect of the human person, 
and the absolute equality of c ttizena 1n 
relation to the Law. Th l st part foresees 
two series of indispensable roform. : 

(a) on the economic plane 
(b) on t h e social plane, 

On the economic plane. 

( l) stablishment of a real e aonom1c and 
soci 1 democracy implying the eviction of the 
great economic and fin~nolal cartels ; 

(2) Th national organization of an 
economic system ensuring t l e aubordlnation of 
private interest to that of the common good 
and free f r om dictation by the profossional 
olaases as in th ibscist states; 

\ ,, 
\ . 
1, 

I' 
\ 
I 

(3) Intensification of i ndustrial prod otion 
on lines l id down by thQ state after oonsult­
ation with all elements concer~ed 1n produc­
tion; 

( 4) Return to the natior.. of tha big eana 
of production formerly monopolized by big 
business, t e bank and i surance companies; 

(5) Development and auppo~t of co-opera tive 
societies . 

(6) Right of access to tho management ot 
indv.stry and entct'pr1s ~ s by orkm _n pos essing 
the nece sary ualificatlons . 

On the social plane the programmo roreseea. 

(1) The right to ork and ~e t , part~cularly 
by the re-establ lsbn.ent and improvement of 
~at s of pay nd contractive labour; 

(2) An j portant re-adjustm nt of rates 0£ 
pay and a l evel of a os ensuring orkers and 
their families security from want ; 

(3) Tne guarantee of a nation of purchasing 
power, assumed by a political policy guarantee­
ing the value of the franc . 
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(4) The reconstruction 1n its traditional 
liberties of an independant trade unionism 
provided with large powers for the organization 
of eoonom~c and social life; 

(5) A complete plan f or aocial aecurit7 
whose aim would be to provide all citizens with 
the meana · or existence hould they be denied 
the possibility of obtaining these by work. 

(6) Security of employment, regulation ot 
the conditions of employment, and the re-
e tabl.isbment of workshop steward • 

(7) The establishment of higher standard 
of living and security for agricultural labourers, 
by the stabllizat1on of prices, guaranteeing 
property to farmers and regulating the terma 
of hiring of farms and lands, and facilitating 
the acquisition of _land by young farmers with 
fa ilies. 

(8) Pensions of old worker~ and compen ation 
for the victims of fascist terrorism. 

(9) On the colonial plane, the programme 
forese s the wi dening of political, economic 
and social rights 'or the nat ive population. 

(10) On that of education the programme fore­
sees the possibility for French children to 
attain the highest levels of culture, whatever 
means the parents possess, so that the highest 
pos1t1ons in the la:nd may• in reality, bft 
within the grasp of those who possGss the neces­
sary qual1.ficationa so that an elite may b • · 
founded, not on fortune of birth, but on the 
merits of people . 

The reaolutio~ concludes: 

So will be formed a new republic which will ~ 

sweep away .the base rea..ctionar7 regime in• 
stalled by Vichy and which will render to de­
mocrat lc institutions 'h• power and prestige 
which they lost through the betrayal and cor• 
ruption that was rife prior to capitul tion. 

DEPAR~E FRO A GERS 

99. On 28 Aug 44 we received orders to leave for 
Maureiul Sur Ay in the Champagne District and to report to 
20th Corps H. Q. which was near Siuppes. A f arewell party 
was held at the City Hall . Speeches were delivered by the 
Officer Commanding our Detachment and the Malo • The 
Mayor thanked us for our work and wished us bon vnya e". 
During our stay in Angers , Paris had f allen and t he 3rd 
Army was advancing rapidly towards Germany. ,, 

100. A 
and e'ach man 

ominal Roll of Officers and G.Is. waa made 
as accounted for. A complete re- check or all 
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vehicles was made in preparation for our departure. A 
sma11 arms inspection was held by our Artlfic r. 

101. At 1200 hrs, 29 Aug 44 , we left the assembly 
point for La leohe and Le ans. At Le ans, a very im.• 
portant railroad junction, almost every bridge h d been 
blown up. The railway bridge had, however, been quickl.7 
repaired because it as of vital importance to the advance 
of the American Army. ain road bridges had been blown 
up and we were oblig d to go through the outskirts of the 
city and cross by way of the pontoon bridge on the River 
Huiame. Detours were made almost every hour owing to the 
difficulties experienced as a result of damaged roada and 
bridges . That night we slopt in a barn near Chateaudun. · 
It was forbidden to c mp where the enemy had beon as mines 
and booby-traps had been left behind. 

ON THE AY TO I RDUli 

102, On 30 Aug 44 we left for Chartres and reached 
the town at a,bout 1030 hrs . It took ·us n arly two hours 
to o through the town. A fierce rear guard action had 
taken place t here . On the outskirts or the town small 
bridges were down and in the to n itself the atreeta were 
full of rubble, pavements torn up and houses destro ed. 

103. Chartres was a Supply Refilling Point . Con• 
sequently, the roads were blocked by columns of truck• 
coming from Paris to get food for the Parisians. Special 
flags were stuck on each truck, saying, "ravitaillement 
de la ville de Paria" . · There was no by- pass in Chartres . 
'e saw t he beautiful Cathedral but we could not atop to 

visit it . 

104. At 1300 hrs we lted in a small ~illage called 
Auneau . At 1400 hrs e left for Etampes, 1ontainebleau, 
Monteriau, a gent, and slept again that night in a barn. 

105. On 31 Aug 44, in the afternoon, after having 
made all sorts of detours, we reached the town of pernay 
famous for its champagne and t he main town of the Champagne 
District. Thousands of people were gathered in the main 
square in front of the City Hall cheering the Am rican 
Troops a we oame into town . As usual, cigarettes an4 
candies were distributed to the popul tlon. The bridge 
on the River arne had been blown up . The French were 
very surprised to see th A erican Engineers replace it 
almost t once with a teel span. 

106. OUr de tination, Maureuil Sur Ay, was a small 
village about thr e mile s from Epernay, on the 1ver karn•• 
At 1800 hrs we reached this spot and were billetted in the 
Chateau of the Duke of Montebello . The Duke or Montebello 
had been one of apoleon's famous generals . The owner of 
the Chateau received us with the greatest courtesy and 
kindness . The Ofricers' quarte~s were located in the main 
cas t le building d the G.Is. were billetted in the ••r• 
vants• quarters . OU.r Field Kitchen we erected in the 
Ca tle ye rd . Fighting was going on at Vitry• Le•Francois 
and Ste enehould. On our first night at aureiul Sur Ay 
we were all invited to a dunce in the public park in front 
of the village . It was the f irst time , since the German 
occupation, that the people had had a real get-together. 
Everyone was joyt'ul and happy. 
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107. On 2 Sep 44 we visited t he wine cell s where 
t he champagne was made and t here c saw h ow it was processed 
and bottled, etc. It was very interesting to see . 

108. On 3 Sep 44, after the High ass a special 
meeting of t 1e ~ayor and the notables of the town with the 
Military authorities was held at the War Memorial in front 
of the Church. our detaohm.ent pr~ aented arms and played 
the Last Post . Afterwards flowers wer e placed at t he foot 
0£ the monument by the Mayer and our Commanding Officer . 

109• On 4 Sep 44 warning orders were received to be 
ready to leave n xt morning ' :for Ve r dun. The main roads 
were elog~ed by military traffic and we had to use second­
ary roads, We left Maureiul Sur Ay about 1000 hrs and 
proceeded by ay of Siuppes and Ste Menehould to ards 
Verdun. A few mile outside Verdun, we began to pass 
evacuatior.l hospitals, artillery, armoured and tank regiments, 
motor park companies, etc, so e knew at once that we were 
once &f ain in the combat zone . 

110. At 1600 hrs we reached the outskirt s of th• 
city and a despatch rider was sent to t he town mayor in 
inquire about the location of our Headquarters Company. 
As quartering and accommodation were limited in the town 
and at the s ame time a battle ~ s being fought on the 
hilly road to Etain and Metz, our company had taken 
shel ter in the woods near 20th Corps Hvadquarters . Thia 
was , near t ' e village of Lemmas, 500 yards from the road 
Verdun - Bar Le Due and about five miles from the town. 

e rejoined our company and pitched camp on the aouth• east 
side at the edge of the woods; pup tents were put up and 
fox -holes dug . All roads in and out of Verdun were over­
crowded with heav"y military traffic . 

111 . Before going any further a few words may be 
written concerning the wonderful motor supply company known 
as "The Red Ball Express". This summary wlll give an idea 
of t he long runni distance they had to travel to bring 
supplies to Spearheads and front lines . The spectacular 
advance of the Third American Army was due in a great 
measure to the men who drove the supply trucks and to 
those who drove the tanks . The three essentials were food , 
ammunition and gasoline , and to g t these to the armoured 
spearheads in as expeditious a manner as possible the 
system known s the "Red Ball Express" was instituted. 
In this manner a circular one way traf fic -was established 
across France f~om tho beachheads to. the fighting zones and back 
again, the distance between the beachhead and Etain was 
over 400 miles . I ha e seen some of the drivers debua . 
hand their slip to the supply of'ficer and fall asleep on 
the ground until ready f or the return trip . They certainl y 
deserved credit going all the time at full speed, and 
helping the swift advance across Franca . All civilian 
and local military traffic was debarred from using the ~Red 
Ball Highw y" and along it convoy swept at high speed day 
and night , in an unending stream. ~he company ' s detach• 
ments had orders to always use secondary roads; so that 
they iould not bo in the way . When "Red Bell" had accidents, 
unless their vehicles had been badly damaged, they would 
not stop . Orders were to carry on. as they had considerable 
distance to travel and no tlme to lose . They carried 
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ammunition, tanks, food, and all kinds of rmy supplies. 
They travelled always in convoy, and at £ull speed and 
respecting rigorously the distance betw en each vehicle _ 
to prevent jamming or accidents. American Provost Corp• 
were very strict on convoy distance between vehicle and speed. 

112. The reunion of the various detachments of our 
company had a.a its main object the issuing of special in­
structions concernin~ the occupation of Lorraine and before 
entering Germany. We had had no oppor-t .unit1 to m.eet since 
leaving force near Laval and everyone was glad to see hia 
colleagues, and to relate his personal experiences, pleasant 
and unpleasant, in civil affairs activitie~ in his res~ 
pective area. Ever7 morning meetings were held bJ the 
detachment commanders to discuss the difficulties the7 had 
encountered and how they had overcome them. At these 
meetings new instructions were issued to .each detachment 
concerning their team- work. All vehicles were sent to the 
company's workshop for a re~oheck on _ their maintenance . At 
the last minute the. instructions issued concerning German1 
were cancelled and orde ~s were received that the detachments 
of our company we~e to occupy the towns and the cities in 
the Dep rtment de la Moselle . (Lorraine) 

OVE INTO LOR INE (HAYANGE) 

113 . On 12 Sep 44, we were instructed to proceed to 
the city of Thionville as Metz, our original destination, 
was still being besieged by the Third U. S. Army. We went 

""· through Verdun, then at Etain we turned Northeast to the 
iron and coal fields of Briey. When we ;rftaohed Hayange, we 
were obliged to stop as fighting was still raging ~t ~hion­
ville on the river Moselle, three miles from Hayange. We 
were billeted in the Casino, a club for the · staff of the 
steel Company of "Les Petits Fils de FrancoiB de andelle" 
-- owners of the la~"est coal and iron min~s in the dls• 
triot and also the potash deposits in Alsace. 

114. Before continuing further with an account of my 
personal experiences in Lorraine I should like to make a 
few remarks about the economic importance of' Lorraine . 
The defeat of Franee in 1870 had altered the balance or 
power in Europe·. From this war emerged a strong new German 
Empire united all diverse elements of Germany with all the 
prestige of victory over what had long been regarded as the 
strongest military power in Europe . The addition or Alsace­
Lorraine to Germanyr gave a great impetus to industrial ex• 
panaion in the Reich., and reduced French potentialities to 
an equivalent extent . Moreover, the Frenoh indemnity started 
a boom in Germany whose population was growing much faster 
than .that of France. No lone;er was France in a plZ'&it1on 
to pursue an independent policy. She had to have allies 
either to enable her t o obtain revenge or simply to-guar­
antee her a g-a lnst .further invasions . From 1870 France no 
longer was in a position to dream of Napoleonic con•uesta; 
her preo~cupation was that of security. Her one aggressive 
thought centered about the recovery of her lost province·s 
of Alsace-Lorraine . These were recovered after the defeat 
of Germany in 1918. The economic significance of Alsace• 
Lorraine is illustrated by the fact that after the loss 
of these provi~ces German iron ore production decreased 
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74~.. en these provinces ere again incorporated into the 
Reich in 1940 th production of iron in- Germ ny increased 
by 50~. 

115. The wealth of Alsace-Lorraine lies in its iron 
and coal fields . The most important of these are located in 
the Briey Bassin. They are the richest in France an provide 
about 30% of the coal production and about 70% of the iron 
8Jld teel output . The Briey Baasin is situated in the De­
partments teurthe et Mosella and De La Moselle (Lorraine) . 
In Alsace, there are the deposits of Potash, Petroleum. 
Natural gas a.nd Asphalt , etc . The greater p rt of the 
iron and steel industry is naturally in close proximity to 
the i~on ore deposit in the Departments of Moselle and 
eurthe et oselle (Briey) . The coal mines a.re located 

in the Metz area in the Department of [oselle . The German 
break• throu0 1 in 1940 meant the loss of these resources 
and was a serious blow to the French heavy industry. The 
l oss or the eastern France iron and coal fields followed, 
and during the Occ pation, th& tot·a1 pig iron and steel 
output amounted to 1.5 mill ion tons a year for occupied 
and unoccupied ance against the 35 million tons annually 
in peace time for the whole of France . Upon our arrival 
we found that, owing to the lack of transportation facilities, 
blown up bridges, torn-up rails , etc, and the occupation ot 
the east side of the riv r Moselle and the Thionville- Metz 
canal by the German army, it was impossible to operate 
the mines and the mills . T o of the main bridges of the 
mair.1. ra·ilway line had been heavily damaged by the retreat ­
ing Germans . 

116. And now something about ayange . The population 
of Hayange numbered about 20,000. It was a mixture of 
French and Germans . There were also a few thousand foreign 
heavy workers in the town including Italians , Poles and 
others, but they ere regarded as French people before the 
war, as they had lived there for a considerable perioa. 
Hayange i~ situated in a hilly region on the main road 
'l'h1onville- Br1ey. During the German Occupation it was only 
five miles from the French Occupied Zone . The town is 
the centre of the iron and steel industry for the district . 
In the centre of the town are loc ted the pig iron furnaces 
and steel mills o:f "Les Petits Fils De Francois De andelle" . 
The Berman Goering Steel Wbrks ran these mills prior to 
our arrival. About a.ooo people were employed in the milla . 
Before the war they worked three shifts of eigct hours , 
but during the German Occupation there were t wo twelve hour 
shifts . 

OELEBRATIONS AT HAYANGE 14 SEP 44 

117. The day 14 Sep 44 will always be a memorable 
day to t he people of Lorraine. That day was declared a 
national holiday f or t he liberatGd a~ea. Thousands ot 
people came to Hayange to witness the ceremonies ~· the 
appointment of the new prefect of the Department de la 
Moselle by the Govern 'lent Provisoire de !"ranee. Tribute 
was paid at the Cenotaph to those who hnd been killed in 
the two g reat wars, and especially to those' ho had fallen 
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in the Resistance ovement against the invaders. Flowers 
were deposited at the foot of the Cenotaph. en. women 
and children were dressed in their national costumes. Folk 
songs were sung by everybody and danoGs were held on the 
public square. A divine service of Thanksgiving was held 
1n the parish church. "La Marseillaise'' was sung by the 
crowd. The mer can and British national anthems were ung 
by the · troops, The ceremoni a were very impressi~e. The 
town was decorated with flags of all the Allied nations, 
The children had flags 1n their hands, and veryone had 
decorated their home with the Tricolour. 'l'he F·r~nch were 
very happy about t he liberation. It was intereet1ng to 
hear them say to each other "Where did you hide your flags?" 
Posaeaaion of French or Allied !'la s had be n punishable 
by internment in a concentration camp and the loss of pro­
perty durin ~he occ~pation. 

THE LIBERATION OF HAYANGE 

118. Many of the Lorraine youths had crossed into 
France at the time of the annistico. f~aring they might be 
forced to serve in the German Army or in one or other of 
Nazi organizations , The return of Alsace•Lorraine to 
France was not recognized by the Germ.ans and the Lorraines 
were thus regarded as Germans and wer e obliged to enter 
military service in the German Army. ~his story was re­
latod to us: that one of General Leclerc's soldiers had 
made his own brother, who was in the German Anny, a 
prisoner of war . Both men wore Lorra1nes. After the 
annexation to the Reich, smugglers were very active. passing 
into France German clothing materials, food stuffs, luxurles, 
war prisoner s , Allied soldiere, and civilian • The janitor 
of our apartment. who was a French intelligence officer 
of the second bureau, had passed many Allied Officers into 
France , notably General Giraud . Resistance to the annex­
ation seems to have been very strong, even. t}?..ough '-. lQrg~ 
porcentage of t h e Lorrafnes were or Ga:rman descent. The 
Lorraines often claimed that they, had .been more.· patriotic 
than many of t he French ,. who, befo.re. ·.t h e. w.ar1 had r,,i ven 
them the nickname of' "Tete de Loc~e~. ·. ·They gleefully pointed 
out that some 11npatriotio Frenchwomen·l';iad.:not only made 
li.fe pleasant for German soldiers iri' Fra·nce but had been 
seen accompanyin them back to Germany. 

I 

119. any people in Hayange s eem to have listened to 
the B.B.C. 'e were told that they hsd heard all about D­
Day and our rapid advance across France towards the German 
frontier but scarcely . expected us to be there so soon. 
They were glad to soe tho German Army retroating in such a 
disorganized state. After our arrival, an independence 
mo ement sprang up. Many Lorrainas desired to ha~e thair 
province made into an int ernational zone or annexed to 
Luxemburg. They claL~od that the French had never properly 
taken care of them, especially in the def ence of the country, 
and that inside of seventy-five years they had be~n twice 
~erman and twice French. The movement does not seem to 
have made much he adway as the Lorr :tnes ere f'undamentallJ 
French in sympathy, although many of them were German 
speaking. 
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120. On Sunday 3 Sep, a Light Armoured Reece Unit 
visit d the town of Hayan~e in bro d daylight, -but did not 
occupy it. The Germans had left the town the day before, 

nd on 5 Sep, came back to establish a rear party to cover 
their retreat to Thionville and across the River oselle. 
Notices were posted in th down declaring "Pay y'' for the 
steal workers and other labourers. Tho e ho he rd of it 
ent at once to collect their pay; once paid they wer e em­

bu aed ~nd taken to Germany without ~ chal'lce to notify 
their f ilia of their WLereabouts. Those who did not 
come, were lucky. They were t t e ones ho told u what had 
occurred . 

121. On its a~rival in Hayanr e shortly afte wards, the 
. s. Third Army requisitioned the largest hotel in the town 

to billet the troops of the Gendarmerie .National• . The 
Gendarm.eri Natlonale consisted of the F.F . I. u.hita whiah 
had been incorporat d in the French Army a a special unit 
to help the Allied Armies in the liber ted areas of France. 
Their duties cons isted of t he mopping up operations with 
the Armerioan Arm.yJ the arro t of suspected persons, mount ­

ing guard at key points, searching the woods for enemy 
soldiers, and the breaking up or small resistance groups . 
They arrested coll borators and brought them to special 
camps where t hey were sharply "disciplined". ajor Freneaie, 
n old a y officer, was the Officer Commanding for the 

district. He had to organize these new troops trom men 
or no experience and ade a good job of it. Food and petrol 
er~ suppl! d to them by th 20th Corps ot the Third Amer• 

ican Army. 

122. The weapons which were aei&ed fro the enemy 
were tu~ned over to the Gendarmerie ationale . Clothes 
and boots from the American Qua~termaater stores were issued 
to t em o that they were all dreas d alike . At the begin­
ning, their discipline was nil , but their fighting spirit 
was of t he highest. After f•w weeks training, there 
was a great improvement in their d1aolpl1ne and their 
handling of .arms. Several F . F . I . were caught looting in 
the district. This led to some difficulties between the 
American and the French Army as too many of the French 
thought that because they were in Lorraine everything was 
permitted. Civilian authorities complainod every day ot 
case3 of looting on the part of the Gendarmie ational• • 
and very strict orders were issued and heuvy penalties were 
imposed to stop it, 

THE UXRANIA C PS A1r YA G:S 

123. After our arrival int he town, the civilian 
authorities reported to us that a U.i.pranian labour ca.mp in 
the vicinity was in a piti!'ul condition. An American 
Army Sanitary Officer had been attached to our Detach.n'len~ 
to help the Public Health and Welfare Officer in hia 
functions of looki after the numerous labour camps in 
the diatrict. e were detailed at once to look int.'.> the 
sanitary conditions in the camp. found that t ~re were 
two camp -- one for women and t .e other for men. he 
women•s camp was found to be in a good sanitary co dition, 
and the women were clean themselve • . There were about 
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2000 o.f t 'l-·em and they had been working in the Steel Mill 
at Hayange and had bean employed handling hot plate ln the 
mill. Their ork shift was 12 hours a day, seven days a 
week. Everyone told us t hat they had just enough time at 
nlgbt to do their personal washing and keep their barracks 
elean. All t hey had done since their arrival at the camp 
was work, sleep and eat; there had been no time f or re­
creation. 

124. The men's barracks were found to be in a filthy 
s t ate. As f or the ~en themselves, every one was lousy and 
their clothes full of fleas . There were nearly iooo men 
involved. Instructions w~re issued at once that they 
should be bathed and t h or oughly washed with soap. Some 
of' t hem had all the hair from their body shaved off. All 
were spre d wl t h D. D. T. powder from head to foot . _The 
American Army had a Desinfestor and t h is was used to ster­
lize their clothes, blankets, ate. Ceilings, walls and 
floors were ashed with creolin and dusted with D. D. 1.l'. 
powder. Mattresses and bed fram~s were taken out and 
deloused. All the Caillp inmates we1< e inoculated against 
typhus with vaccine . We were suPprised to find not a single 
typhus case among them. T.he desinfestation as carried out 
with the co- operation of t he French civilian authorities, 
two French Army doctors and their staf'f' who had been 
attached to t hese camps, and the s anitary and public health 
officer of our detachment . It took us abou~ tan days to 
clean and delouse the two camps. 

125. The food situation in the camp had been poor 
and both t h e men a~d the women had been obliged to steal 
vegetables from farms and gardens in order to 11 ve. The 
French took care of t he- situatlon quickly and special 
Allied food ~at ion for D.P 1 a. r,as forwarded to the 'JF;,mps .. 

126. As might be expected under the circumstances, 
hundreds 0£ cases of V. Ds . were found among ths men and 
w~men in the camps. They were isolated at once and given 
special treat nt. • V.D. was t ba hardes t disease to con­
trol. It was t !~ e most virulent disease, one making the 
biggest ravage, we found among the retugess and displaced 
persons and also among the civilian population in the 
districts in wh ic - we worked . 

GER AU JMINISTRA'I;ION IN ALSACE -LORHAINE 

127,. As we have previously observed, Alsace-Lorraine 
had been annexed a.ft-1· the fall ot: Fl'•ance as an integral 
part 0£ the Third Reich. The educational a . stem we.a 
there.fpro altered b ,y the Nazis . All teacrer s ith anti­
nazi views we ~ e di !fmissed; ne text-books in r1hich every 
subjeat was made to conform with Nazi ideology wure 
issued. The school.s were frequently visited by Nazi 
inspectors. The French language was completely banished 
from tl'e schools. The · use of French as prohibited 1n 
the streets, German being t he only language allo ed. 
Great dirficultiea were encountered by high school and 
university ltudenta because of' t he change in the educational 
programme. After the liberation, stud nts were telling 
us that after lhree or foµr years of German education the7 
were going to finish their stud~es in a FrencL hlgh school, 
Lycee, or university, and t hat thei,r courses would be com-

. ! 
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pletely different. There ~as an interesting d ifference in 
the type of e ducP.t on given by the French and German sc ools . 
In techn ical ubjects t he German standards we e higher and 
in art lower . In my opinion, b sed on hat I sa in. Lor­
raine, t he dam nd of Lori• iners for an international zone 

ee ea to b justified. 

128. The German administrative organization' as 
adopted at once in Alsace- Lorraine . Alsace became a 
Reich G u n Lorraine a part of t l·e Saar Gau. A Gau as · 
oriP-iniII'y a purely political conception, oeTng e :ctritriot 
which returned a certain number of Depu~i s to the Reich­
stag. The azi ocial olicy and various branches of the 
party organizations be an to function i ediately in the 
annexed t rritory . All men, especially t he young men, 

re compe l l to do mill tary service, .or join Party organ­
izations . Men of middle age were compelled to serve in 
civil fir def nc~ organizations. Each time t h ere was 

an ir raid alarm they were expected to be at their posts , 
but many of them never showed up . That, at least, was 
what th& Lorrain s told us . At t h e time of tle A!'Inistice 
many youn Lorr ines fl d to Southern Fr nee or French 
.Llfrica to join General De G ulle•s Army. Each night, I 
visited ne Lorraine family to eat nfor, :iation, hioh 
I 1r.un diatoly passed to the American Intelligence . They 
told us what they had,suf. eraa from the~ rmans; how they 
were compelled to allow their sona nd daughters to join t he 

erman youth organizations - - Hitler Jugend (Hitler Youth) 
anrl Bunddeutscherm.adche~ (L~aguo of the German Girls); 
how tre Gestapo made periodic visits to those who were 
considered too patriotic ; and how very car etul the7 had 
to oe in their conversations and thuir remarks neve~ know­
ing who might report them. 

HE FOOD SITUATION Ill HAYANCE 

12~. '!'here were pl nty of food and fats when we 
arrived, but t h e prices had sky-rocketed lnce the Germans 
had departed . easures were taken at one to control 
prices . For exrunple. butter was bet e~n 50 and 100 arks 
a K lo, or about 5.00 to 10. 00 for two pounds when we arrived . 
After a few d ys it as down to 10 and 20 R , about 1 . 00 
to 2. 00 a Kilo . armers caught selling their butter on 
the Black arket were severely dealt with . There was 
plenty of meat in the district ~ or the Ger. ns did not have 
time to take t he livostock ln their retre t . Lux -ries such 
aB cigarettes, toba co, coffee, and tea were very expensive . 
ThG Lorrai-nes had amugs led clothing matorl ls , meats and 
other commodities into the French Oc~upied Zone to relatives 
o~ frien ds and also to t hose who were in need of them. 
As the Lorralners had boon rogards1 as Ge•mo.ns they had 
always been entitled to more iood and other commodities 
than the •rench. Reich Marks were legal tender. during 
our stay in Lorraine. When the occupation of Alsace-
Lorraine had been completed all Reich Marks were called 
in by the Bank of France and exchanged for French francs. 
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TllIONVILLI 

130. On 20 Sep 44, our Deta chment received instructions 
to proceed to Thionville, about three miles t'rom Hay nge , 
on the west s i de of t h e River Moselle , at the head of the 

Vionvill - etz canal . It a s only a few mile s f rom the 
Luxemburg Fro~tie r and about 30 miles f r om the German 
border s . Thionville is one of the so us - prefectur9s of the 
Department de la osella and an importan t ra ilway and 
wate~ ay centre . The roa d running along th~ River oselle 
could not be naed betwe~n Thionville and Metz because the 
Germans still occupied the east aiae of t he r i ver, so a 
long detour had to be made through Hayange , Briey, and 
Thionville t o reach the etz front , wh ich as the American 
Combat Zone . hionv1lle w~s divided in two pa r ts by the 
Itiver Moselle: the west ide was oocupiad by · the American 
Army, the ea st side, by th Germans . A there uas not 
accommodation f or all t he off icer s , the Briti sh officers , 
i ncluding mysel f , wer e left behind at Hayange . D .ily 
rat ions were brought to us and we installed a nice little 
mess in a prlvA.te hou se . 1very day we T'epo 1 ted to our 
~o. ~manctine, Off 1 cer at Thlonville whera ap ec i a.l duties were 
detailed to us while we remaine d in the c i t y of Ra.yange . 
Per sonally I was quite glad t o stay in Hayange, as it en­
abled me to gather more inf ormation. 

13J.. The billet in wh .tch the Americ n off icer o!' 
our Detach ent were quart~red was located on the Blvd ~arechal 
Foch on t he .Ma.in Square . This square extended on both 
·sides of t he river so t h at oach t imA t hey went tor meals, 
the Boche s opened f 1re . The me s , situa ted on t he Carre 
Des Exercioas , had been occupied prior to our arrival by 
General Rundated's Staff. !l'reeR and shrubs protected us 
from the view on t l. e other side so no harm was done. The 
Germans invar iably opened harassing ~ortar f i re every meal 
hour . Sometime s shells fell nearby orstruck buildings in 
the vicinity. The centre of the town had been evacuated 
on account of hea vy shelling from the German al"tillel"'y . 
There had be n h eavy civilian casualties in the town and 
most of t he populat l on had been evacuated to Hayange and 
other towns . A few da:>TS after the arrival of the Detach~ 
ment a request was made to the Garr ison Conu: ander to do 
what :ti.e could to stop tbls ha r ass i ng fi r e . Accordingly 
American H avy Artill r y Units laid down a concentration 
on enemy positions for near ly t hree days . The building s 
on the oth r aide of t he river ware completely demolished 

ven t he pill boxe s . uevetitholes '"' we were treated every morning, 
night and noon to a mor tar concert . 

132 . Aft&r dusk no civilian or military per sonnel 
were allowed on the street, except t !le gue.1•da; they had 
01•der s to C' ire wi thout challenge because the Germans often 
crossed t he ri ver on f oot nt night and looted the f ood 
stores in the town . As the canal lock had been sabotaged, 
the river s lmost empty . ny spies wer e caught crossing 
the river at night . 

13~ On Sunday l Oct 44, we were invited to dinner 
given in honor of t he Allied Officers of our Detachment bf 
the boa d of Directors of nDe La Maison Des Petits Fila De 
Francois De andelle" , owners of t he coal, iron mines and 
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steel mills in the district . The new prefect and the sous ­
pr afect were present at the dinner . We learned a nt.&m.ber 
of interesting facts about the German occupation and the 
operation or t he steel mills by the Hermann Goering Sthal 
erk. The Lorraines pointed out to us that the Steel illa 

in the district were casting and for ing every night . Al• 
though the glow could be een miles a ay our planes passed 
t hem by ; no bombs were ever dropped on the works. During 
the German occupation the company had been ~perated by the 
German steel Cartels, and after liberation by the United 
~te 1 Corporation. The Am rican Engine3rs had taken over 
the plant after our arrival in &ayange . The company, being 
a member 01 the In ternational Ste 1 Corpo~ation, was 
allowed to manufact . .ire only spec:1fied iron and steel, such as 
rails, bridges, and heels . No st el or iron could e 
e ported from tiranc wlthout authority of the corpOl'ation. 
International Ste~l Co~poration is an assoclation or the 
world steel and lron produce.'"' , rigid rules gover.u them. 
In the spring of 1940 all th company staf1', men with key 
po itions, had been o vacuated in ~ranee in the vicinity 
of Paris . 'ost o the~ w re later &mployed as workers on 
French !'arms, and as such wei~e exempt from going to Germany 
as labourers. Dur i ng the occupation their re lar salary 
had been paid to them. The President of the company, who 
was a member of the French Senate , related to us that he 
did everything pcssible to prevent them from going to Germany 
pelieving that sooner or lat.er France would be li~erated 
and that he would need every available worker to opdrate 
the mills. The company had co-operative storos where 
employees would buy their groceries anJ clothes . ~oat 

of the houses in the town belongi~ to the company and 
were ~ented to workers at low rates; others were sold at 
cost . The company had its own hospital f or employees and 
their families, and special care was taken of the children. 
The number of employees was over 81 000 for the Steel Milla 
and iron mines . any or the company's atarr came back 
during our stay 1n the Hayange, but had to wait to start 
work until the company had boen l."eleaaed by the American 
Army. Genoral Patton had paid a special visit to the Pre-

. sident and the General anager concerning the re• opening 
·of the m:lls . The Senator had witnessed the German political 
intrigues carrlvd on in France and he told us that General 
Petain's position had been a most precarious and difficult 
one and that he had been forced to do as he was told by 
the German authorities . When the Germans took the mills 
over, they dismissed every Frenchman, sending some of them 
to work in Germany. Foreign labourers from Eastern Europe 
were brought in to work the mills. And I have already 
referred to the conditions in which we found these people 
when we arrived in Hayange. 

BRIT ISI CIVIL AFFAIHS PERSONNEL C • SE TO BE 
ATTA CHED TO U. S. ARMY, OCTOBER 1944 

134. On 3 Oct 44 two of the British officer s attached 
to our Detachment , Lt - Col Petterson (C.A.) and Major Flak 
(Br A. ), were transferred from 12 Army Group to 21 Army 
Group . Thia left only two British officers with the D•­
tachment including myself. The U. S. Army was short of 
Public Safety and Public Health and elfare Office r s and 
our Commanding OfI'iccr made a special request that our 
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stay with the Detachment be eJCteuded, but this reque t was 
pperently refuse . • 

/ ri ,l 1 d 135. / ~n the '' follo ing day, 4 Oct 44, ne s w s r ece ve 
that t

1e o~ter -O~ts of etz had fallen to th Third American 
rmy nd thet th~fo.~ands of prisoners had boon taken. Re­

fuge s from· etz Uold us that the _,- rruans had forced both 
en and om 'h to work in the forts, them n haudin0 

ammun ition o th~ l era and the women cooking for the 
trobps and . 1t he ci ilians . 

I f l. 
1~6. A~ pchological arfare unit wa s attac.bd to 
each ~r~ of t e \ American Army. There as one at t he 20th 
Cops . of the T i cl Army. The object of this unit as to 
malnt~in Franc mor le. The offi cers of these units d1~­
cus~ed with t e arious prefects, oua-prefects, mayors, 

. nqr'othe~ Fr poh officials the whole quest on o f Allied 
pr pn ganda. Th unit at 20th Corps was equipped 1th 

1ldrrles ithiwtrelass se t s and g a ophon with loud 
ape~kers . ~~cord of speeches y inston Churchill, Gen rel 
~6 baulle add President Roosevelt were r pcatedly broadcast . 

1 s~cal records re also played. Instructlon w re given 
,' ov£;1 .. the l o,jdsp ak r on · at to do and what not to do; 

/ tiort t.o im e~,e the movement of troops, to. In every town 
/through which the) passed large cro~ds gathered in the 

/ square to liston to the loudspeakers . Prop ganda films 
~ wrre shown in t h local t heatres. 

I 1~7. On 11 Oct 44, G-5 at 20th Corps s ent a Photo-
graphic Unit to take a film of oux• Civil Af 'airs ctivitiea. 
Thia film wae asp cial one to l e shown after the capture 
of Metz for the purpose of e ducatlng th people in the 
matter of civil rfairs administration. The cameramen 
were usually froin Hollywood and h d been enlisted 1n the 
Photographic Fni'..s or the American Army to take war filma . 

138. On 13 Oct 44 , relief of a signment for Capt 
Bell and mysel , the two rem ining British Of f !cers with 
the Det chm nt as received. Oµr Commsnd!ng Of£1cer and 
the taf f told u they re etted our departure from 12 
Army Group. On 14 Oct 44. , after a f'a1•e ell party, re 
loft Thionville for the Headquarters of Company "E0 , lst 
B. C. A. Regiment, located t .Dugny- sur- Meuse near v~rdun. 
Ou Sunday 15 Oct 44, t 0800 hrs we wer on our ay to 
the Headquar t ers of 21 Army Group Civil Aff airs . our 
instructlona were to report to the British lat Civil 
Af 2alr s Group Headqu rters at ~ournai . Travelli g all 
day ln pouring rain ~o a rrived about 2230 hrs . It as with 
some regret that we left our ~etachment at Th1onv1lle. 

had be n with the "Yanks" for over five onths, and we 
ere gr tly irnpre sed with the "Bo e Entente" which 

had existed batweon the Allied Armies fightin the common 
en y . 

l ST BRITISH E. C. A. GROUP H. Q. AT TOURNAI 

139. On ond y 16 Oct 44, 11 officers, who had been 
recalled trom th 12th Army Group , reported to the He d• 
quarters lat ritiah E. O.~ . Group for assignment with 21 
Army Group . I wa not in a position to kno the high pol 1c7 
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which had led to our recall from employment with the 
Americans; I do, however, know that our vacancles were 
filled with American off icer s who had completed their 
training and were waiting in England. The recall of 
off icer s from 12 Army Group had be n e rly in September and 
was completed late in October. 

140. During our brief stay in Tournai no Detachment 
wa organized because British off icers had not all arrived. 
During t h is time we underwent a refresher • Every morning 
lectures were given on different topics, and in the after­
noon German language classes were held both for beginners 
and advanced off icers. The quarters were poor. In our 
billet there was only one bath room f or twelve officers. 

easing facilities were even worse: we were all crowded 
into a small dining room • • Te food was sufficient in 
quantity but poorly prepared. As our stay in Touma! was 
only temporary, we resigned ourselves to the situation. 

141. Tournai is a Belgain to n or about 50,000 in­
habitants, situated on the Franco- Belgian frontier about 
about 15 miles from the French city of Lille. It is one 
of the most important commercial contras on the Canal 
L'Escaut on the main highway Bruasels• Tournai-Lille• Paria . 
It is also an important railway junction, lines running to Paris 
and to the channel ports. Tournai is known the world over 
r or its wonderful XIII century cathedral with its beautiful 
five steeples. The chapel adjoining the cathedral was 
unfortunately destroyed by the Germans when shelling the 
town in the spring of 1940. 

DETACHMENT 103/04, AND THE PROBLEM. OF 
DU'l'CH REFUGBES AT ENGHIEN 

142. _ On 23 Oct 44 orders were received that a Detach-
ment ·of Specialists should be sent to open a Refugees Transit 
Camp for the Dutch people 0£ the island of Walcheren; 
one camp was to be situated at Ath and the other in the 
town of Enghien 1n the province n •Hainauten alonie . OUr 
Relief Detachment included the following personnel: Officer 
Commanding, Lt• Col Petterson (Canadian Army); Adminis­
trative Officer, Major Baines (British Army); Quartermaster, 
Capt Hickmoth (Canadian Army) ; Accommodation Officer, 
Major James (British Armt~ ~ Marshalling Officer, CaPt 
Dickman (Canadian Army ) ; Sanitary Off icer, Capt Goldie 
(British Arm7); Movement Officer, Capt Robinson (British 
Arm7)J Medical Arrangements Officer, Major Ashton ( 
Army); Registration Officer, Major Jenkins (British Army) ; 
Public Safety Officer, Capt Stoney (British Army) ; Public 
Health and elfare Officer, Capt G. LaBrosse (Canadian 
Army ) ; Medical Officer, Capt McAllister , (British Army ) ; 
and 15 other rank• . The A inistrative Officer acted aa 
Transport Officer . The detachment transport included 
two 15 c . w. t . ; four 3 ton lorries and one 5 ton lorry. An 
Advance Party was sent t once to Enghien to requisition 
b!l let and messing quarters . Upon o~~ arrival every 
otficer was billeted with a pr1v&te t a.mily. Our Headquarters, 
Orderly Room and Mess Halls for oI'f icer s and men were 
located in the ex- Mayor's Manor which had previousl y been 
requisitioned by the Germans. The men's quarters were 
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located on the top f loor of t he anor. In th gardens 
were three large garages for our lorries. 

143. Enghien is situated on the main railway line 
and highway Brussels-Tournai . It had a populat ion of about 
10,000. It i s t he centre of a rich agricultural district 
and is famed 11 over Belgium f or its College St. 
Augustin. The College of st. Augustin was used as P.o.w. 
Transit Centre for Germans ; an average of bou t a,ooo 
going through the centre every week. In the woods of the 
estate of Baron d'Empain was located one of the largest 
British M. T. Parks in Bel gium. There were about 10,000 
veh icles of all kinds in t he park. A R.E.M. E. company andR . A. 
S ~ Pioneer Company were stationed in the town. 

144. The first task of our Officer Commanding was 
to inspect the buildi s not already requisitioned b y the 
other Units stationed in t he town. The only large build­
ing we f ound to accommodate E.bout l, 000 refugees was on• . 
of t ne large buildings of the Soc1ete etalurgique d•Enghien 
where freight car s were built. At once the Officer Com­
manding requisitioned t t is building as well as t he boys 
and girls chools and a Convent. A Pioneer party was 
attached .to our Detachment to construct ablution and 
latrine huts, double deck, wooden beds; tables for dining 
halls , etc. e , ad only a limited time to get the camp 
ready (about aevendaya) as t he Refugees ere expected to 
arr ive on 1 ov. All school fUrniture was removed and 
replaced by mergency equipment; t he school grounds were 
used for t he ablu tion t ables and latrine hut s; ·a special 
enclosure f or washing refugees clothes was constructed; 
1n the grounds of t he boys school our Quartermaster stores 
were located ; co unal kitchens were set up in each 
building. 

l.45. Our Commanding Officer prepared an appreciation 
with regard to registration, f ood, transportation, bedding, 
accommodatio ~ mess halls, and the possible distribution 
of t he Dutch families among the Belgian farms in t he 
district. e were told to be prepared to delduse and 
register Refugees who would be coming to us at the rate 
of 1,000 daily f or a period of 15 days. In other words 
we were to deal 1th 15,000 people. Subsequently this 
rate was reduced to 1,000 every two days. We set up our 
reception and registration centre in t he yards of the 
Societe Metarlurgique D•Enghien, near the railroad station, 
where the refugees were to detrain. After registration 
and delousing t hey were taken to their respective billets 
for a hot meal and a good sleep. Fifty lorries were 
avallable to convoy them to their destination. Every 
effort was made to avoid breaking up f amilies and to keep 
together as far as possible the people of t he same village 
or town. They were distributed among the farming district• 
or Betgium where they were to stay until conditions in 
their own country improved. 

146. I should, perhaps, have mentioned earlier that 
t~ere were other military and civilian personnel attached 
to our Detac ent . They included two Belgian and Dutch 
Liaison Off icers; three officers of th& M. T. Park Company; 
a Hygiene Section with a Sergeant; 15 military police; 
five Dutch registered nur s es, ten nurse s - aid, ten Belgian 
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cooks; 25 Dutch wardens; ten Dutch guides; 125 Dutch and 
Belgian general duty personnel . 

147 . On 25 Oot 44 we paid a ap~oial visit to the Mother 
Superior of the Hospice d'Enghien, the only civilian hospital 
in th town, to r equisition 50 beds for the refugees who 
might arrive in 111 health . The hospital morgue was requis­
itioned as a ~ortuary room, and eleven coffins reserved 1n 
case of deat hs occurring. e also looked over a modern 
private Chirurgical Clinic owned by a local Surgeon capable 
of holding about 25 patients . Five beds wer e reserved for 
emergency oper ations and very urgent c&ses; arrangements 
were also made f or the use of the operation room. Dutch 
nurses were attached to each hospital and their psychological 
and moral effect on th patient was better than the Bel• 
gian nurse s~ A Dutch physician wes attached to each hos ­
pital . The British R,A, .c. aur eon was to be in charge 
of all surgical cases. 

148. I personally made e.r r angements with the 
Seoretaire Civil d •etat for the burial of refugees. Five 
copie s of a special Death Certificate wer e to be fi l led 
out by t he Belgian authorities , who ret a ined one copy, 
one copy was to be kept by our Detachment, t o were to be 
forwarded to the Civil Affairs at SHAEF, and one to the 
Dutch Government. The Belgian authorities took oer of 
all burials . 

149 . As I mentioned previously special instructions 
were issued to our Detachment not to divide families , but 
to keep them togethe r as much a s possibla . Single men 
were to take car e of unaccompanied boys and single women 
were to look after unaccompanied girls . Unaccompanied 
children were assigned to married couples without chil dren. 
People of the same town or village ware to be sent to 
Belgian farms in the same area ae much as possibl e • . Food 
and clothing coupons were issued to the refugees by the 
Belg ian local author ities . Blanke t s and bedding were 
issued to t hem and were si ed for and accounted for by 
each re f ugee . 

150. On 4 Nov •4 I gave a lecture on Canada to the 
Sisters and teachers of the local schools . It was with 
the greates t of pleasure that I delivered this talk to 
make our dear Canada more widely known. Everyone seemed 
very much interested in the po sibilites ~f our country. 

151 . I might mention in passing that V- 1 bombs wer 
constantly sent over the' town. I ~ould imagine that the 
large M. T. Park in the estate 0£ the Baron d •Em.pain or 
which I have already written was the target . On 1 Nov a 
V- 1 fell within a few hundred yards .of t he town cemetry 
demolish ing civi lian houses . 

THE DUTCH REFUGEES 

152 . The Dutch refugees, which we were to receive in 
Enghien came from the Island of alcheren. The Island dykes 
had been smashed by the R. A. F. prior to t he British a asault , 
in or der to f orce t he Ger, 1ans to withdraw. The Island 
was of the utmost tactical i mporte.ne e to the allle1 
situated at the entrance to the Scheldt and cover d the 
approach to Antwerp. The destruction of t he dykes led 
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to the flooding of the whole island, and the inhabitants 
had to be evacuated. Only the hi land on which was 
situated the town of Middleburg - was not flooded. Middleburg, 
however , was too small to rec ive all the r efugees of the 
Island. They had t herefore to be sent to Belgium. Many 
people were rescued by DUKWs and all the belong! s they 
could bring were carried along with them. A the water 
flooded almost every house to the s eoond story people 
were living in many places with their livestock 1n the same 
house. The rescue was carried out under British Army super• 
vieion and the Civil Affairs Detachment at Middleburg. _ In 
some cases people did not want to leave their houses. 
I was told of a case by Lt•Col Petterson, our Off ice.r Com• 
manding, of some strict old Calvinists who replied to the 
rescuing party, "God had sent the water and God will draw 
back the wat r" . The rescuers, however,, had orders to 
bring back everybody and all the livestock they could. 
Some of the Islander said t at they preferred to a ee the 
dykes broken r ther than drop of blood spilled by the 
inhabitants of the Island. 

153. The railway tracks on the embankment crossing 
the isthmus of Beveland had been ripped up by the retreating 
Germans . The main highway running parrallel to the rail• 
way line had been mined and was badly damaged. The main 
railway bridge crossing the isthmus had been demolished near 
the town of Arnemuiden . Transportation of the refugees 
therefore became a major problem. The Refugees had to 
be transported by lorrie from iddleburg to the nearest 
railhead where they were put in tr ins going to Belgium 
or other points. 

154.. On 4 · Nov 44 instructions 1'f r e received that the 
movement of Dutch Ref'ugees to o\4r Transit Centre had been 
postponed until further notice. The Belgian Liaison 
Oi'ficers were then recalled to their beadquarters t 
Brussels J 11kew1se the Dutch Liaison Off'icer s and theil" 
staff who had been attached to our Det•chment . Later we 
were lntormed on good authority that the Dutch Refugees 
did not like the people of the Province d•Hainaut because 
they spoke French and were nom.an Catholics. The distrust of 
the Dutch for the Belgians had always been a striking 
feature of their relations. In so many instances the 
various European nationalities had no liking much less 
love for their neighbours. And these mutual distrusts 
were exploited by the Germans on ore than one occasion. 
Later instructions were received that a new Transit Centre 

· should be set up in the Town of Thermonde, in western 
Flanders, but a gain the Refugees never turned up . 

VENEREAL DISEASE IN BELGIUM 

155. · Belgian civilians were often employed by the 
Allied Exp ditionary Forcos s cooks, helpers , diswashers, 
etc. All personnel thus engag~d in handling tood were 
obliged to submit to a weekly medical inspection at the 
local civilian Health Board; skin diseases and venereal 
disease w re unfortunately all too common. On their first 
visit to the Health Board every one was vaccinated with 
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T.D. and T.A . B. A WJ?itten certificate was t h en ·issued to 
them by the local Health authorities. This control was 
rigid and under t he supervision of t he Public Health and 
Wel£are .Officer of t he Detachment. The purpose of this 
control wa to protect the Allied troops against infectuous 
diseases. 

156. On 21 Nov 44 a request as made to us to earry 
out a general survey of all cafes and prostitutes in the 
town of Enghi~.n. Venereal Disease was responsible for more 
casualties am ng the troops t han the V- ls or the f'ightir1g 
at the front . 

157. A meeting we.a held' at t he City Hall between _ 
the Mayor; the city couneil, the Chief of Police and· m7self 
as Public Heal th and ~w elfare Off icer of t he Detachment . 
Previously control of t he prostitutes had been a matter for 
t he local public health of ficer and the chief of police, but 
nothing had apparently been dona by t he civilian authorities. 
It was a c ase of la1sser t'aire et laisser passer on their 
part. As t he situation had becom~ alarming the militar y 
authorities were forced to take matters l nto their own 
hands. A· sys tem of control was quickly e tablished. ' As 
there were no established h ouses or prostitution in the 
tO\'ID. prostitutes were di£f1cult to control . They spent most 
of t heir time in t he cafe s in effor ts to find client~ . 

among the soldiers. · We did everything we could to get 
the prostitutes to report for medical i nspection but *• 
failed . Every prostitute we could get hold of was inter­
viewed by the military Public Health and Wel f are Oft'1oer 
concerning their antecedents; warnings were given to them 
that if t hey did not comply with our orders they would be 
severely dealt with. Bi- weekly medical inspections were 
held at the Hospice st Nicholas by a civilian gynoeologist . 
Bi-weekly gonoocus tests were carried out, and every t h ree 
weeks, a blood test . Medical inspections were closely 
checked under t h e supervision of Military Authorities . 
A control card system was established. A card issued to 
every woman who had been inspected and f ound healthy. 
After ea ch sat i sfactory microooscop1o test by the Provincial 
Gynocology Institute the ca.rd was signed by a doctor with 
the date. Those who were found to be contaiminated were at 
once isolated and sent under police escort to the Maison 
Des Moeurs at Mons until they were cured. omen known 
to be prostitutes found in cafes or in the streets without 
cards or whose cards were overdue for inspection were 
arrested and sent to the hospital for ihspection. 

I 

lSS . m~e edical Inspection Room f or all the troops 
stationed in town was located at the P. O. W. Centre at t he 
st Augustin College . The R. A. M. C. Off icer was Dr. Higgin­
son with whom I worked in close cooperation 1n thia 
matter , Dr Higginson gave a daily talk to the different 
units in an eff ort to s top the spre ad of Venereal Disease. 

159. During my work in Venereal Disease control I 
witnessed and heard things whieh, if narrated, would be 
unbelieveable . It was only by persev·urance , tact and 
patience that the spreading was ch eked. The Belg ian 
authorities had completely fa. ilea in their .effort• to 
control Venereal Disease; and did little to help ua . 
They alw ys produced some alibi ror not co- operating. 
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Sometimes they said that they had no gasoline for transport ­
ation or had forgotten to send the m1croooacopic plates 
to be tested or to have them sent back, etc . Under military 
control the situation had improved one hundred percent . 
Dr 'l'ennstett of Enghien was of great assistance in helping 
us atop the spread of Venereal Disease. 

160. Daily visits were paid by mysolf to the R. A •• c. 
O:ffioer, Dr Higginson, at the Medical I nspection Room of 
the St Augustin College. Althou~h Venereal Diaeaae seemed 
to be under control, one morning I received a telephone 
call to report at once to the College . Fifteen new 
cases had r&ported themselves that morning. The soldiers 
gave us the description of the women. Three women, 
who had railed to report to the bi- weekly medical in• 
spection, were arrested . After medical inspection report 
they were found contaminated and isolated at once at 
the Malson des Moeurs at Mons . Once a week the Medical 
Officer came to cur detachment for our men ' s medical 
inspection. Durin~ our stay in Enghien only one of our 
men had been cont•minated.. 

THE REFUGEE CA?,fi' AT THERMONDE 

161 . On 28 Nov 44 orders were received that on 
29 Nov we were to proceed to the town of Thermonde , 
situated in the western Flanders, and establish a new 
Refugee Transit Centre for t e Dutch people of the Island 
of alchoren. The Dutch claimed they preferred the 
Flemish to the alloona of southern Belgium. A rear 
party was left in Enghien. On 29 ov 44 we left Engb.ien 
about 1000 hrs arriving in Thermonde about 1200 hrs . 
Quartering and accommodation were e asily found . Officers 
and other ranks were billeted in private houses . Two 
cares re uisitioned, one for the officers and the other 
one for t he men as messing halls . The Refugees Transit 
Centre was ·located at the High School of t he town, Ecole 
Moyen, where 500 Re1'ugees could be easily accommodated. 
One hundred local labourers ere employed to clear away 
the school equ~pment and replace it with double- deck 
woo en beds and other itemA required to house rei\tgeea . 
A fie l d kitchen, under two b18 marquees, was set up on 
·the school play- ground . It had a capacity of feeding 
one thousand people twice a day. The kitchen was super­
vised by a messing officer 1th a staff of ten Belgian 
cooki, 15 h lpers and 25 fatigues . The same procedure 
wa~ to be rollowed with reg rd to medical cases as had 
been arr~nged at Enghien. Boda were reserved at the 
local hospital. 

162. Spee.kine of the kitchen brings up the quest i on 
of fuel . This was always one of our greatest problems . 
It was har d to et fuel even through Army channels . 
Ws passed the winter in. Belg ium and France in unheated 
rooms . The tO'WII. gas plant never worked at ru11 capacity 
and we were permitted to have B)is for cooking onl7 at 
certain hours of the day. Salamander stoves were used 
in our field kitchens for cooking purposes . C1v111ana 
were able to Qbtain coal only through the black market. 
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MIDDLEBURG 

163. On 2 Dec 44 our Officer Commanding, after re• 
turning from an inspection trip to Middleburg., gave u.s 
his appreciation of the situation on the Island of Wal­
cheren, and explained why the Refugees did not want to 
leave Bolland and come to Belgium. He told u that a 
diphteria epidemic was r a ging 1~ the Island and that pre• 
cautions ould have to be ta.ken should the Refugees 
arr ive. All of ficers were present to hear the Officer 
Oommanding •s comments on his trip. 

164. A fe days after the re t urn of the O~ficer 
Commanding from. Middlaburg orde~a were received to close 
both camps and to ' forwa r d all the material to Middleburg 
and the Island. Daily trips were made by our lorries 
to Middleburg bringing ma:t erlals for Refugees accommod­
ation. 

165. Middleburg is situated on the high land of the 
lsland of Walcheren. Only the lower part of the town 
and outskirts ware flooded. A G1vil Affairs Detachment 
was stationed here under the command of Squadron Leader 
Rickard. The food situation on the 1.sland was not too 
bad considering tha fact that many of the livestock had 
been killed due to the lack of barns and fodder, while a 
number of others died as a result of a foot infection 
caused by the salt water. The animals legs would becomo 
so weak that they ware unable to support their waight and 
many were drowned. From 'Middlaburg one could see miles 
and miles of submerged land with here and there the r oof 
of a. Church, a st'3·eple or a large building emerging from 
the water . 

166. During my atay ·1n Middleburg people related to 
me that t he work of repairing the dykes had already be3\Ul 
and that in nine months they would be r epaired and ready 
to have the water pumped out. The ground covered by sea 
wata:r will have to be dl~i_ed and cleaned and for a poriod 
of several years nothing but marsh hay will grow on the 
Island. We could but admire the courage of these people 
who have suffered much with little complaint . 

OUR RET1JRN TO ENGHIEN 

167 . On S Dec 44 we were instructed to return to 
Engh1en., A rear party was lert in Thermond to dispose 
of the equipment for the ca.mp and aefid it to Middleburg. 

e moved the following day. On my return I was again 
placed in charge of the control of prostitutes only to 
find out that, during my short absence, more prostitutes 
had arrived in town and com.plaints of missing goods w re 
constantly coming in to our Public Safety Officer . 

168~ We accordingly arr anged to search all houses . 
A definite plan of action was drawn up . We began by 
searching the oafes where we f ound a quantity of bully 
beef and other army rations, blankets and clothing which 
had been exchanged for alcoholic liquors and other com• 
modities , especially cigarettes. In o~e of the cares we 
found a cache of 50 , 000 cigarettes after searching the 
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house from the basement to the roof. The owner claimed that 
a soldier had stopped by his place and given him the cigar­
ettes. Clothing and food rations found, in civilian houses, 
were bro.u t to our Quartermaster stores for evidence. The 
civilians involved were arrested by the local police and 
brought before civilian courts. We f ound greatcoats, which 
had been dyed and ao well repaired that it was difficult to 
ident1f7 them as army goods. It was in the bawdy houses 
that we f ound the most goods, The women had made nioe winter 
coats out of our blankets, and warm dresses or coats for 
their children. Battle Dress suits wer e found repaired and 
dyed and used as civilian suits. We found some considerable 
difficulty in securing o~nvictions owing to lack of evidence, 
i a ck ot cooperation on the part of the civilian police, and 
the difficulty in identifying the stolen goods. In man7 
cases t he sentences i mposed bore little rela tion to the 
nature of the crime. In many cases goods stolen from the Arm7 
were sold or exchanged on the Black Markot fo~ fuel, coal or 
wood or other commodities. 

THE BELGIAN RESISTANCE NOVEJAENT 

169. The "Resistance" Group in Belgium was called the 
White Army. ~"he chie f of the Resistance in Engh1en was the 
owner of a large cafe and t he local theatre. There wer e about 
100 reliable men in the movem-nt in En gh1en. The ohief ot the 
movement told me ?ne day t ha t it was not numbers he wanted but 
trustworthy men on whom he could r ely and who would have pre­
fe rred dea t h r ather than betray the patriots. 

170. The Resistance movement in Belgium was organized on 
the same basis ~a in France and they cooperated closely with 
each other. The son of t he owner of the house where I was 
billeted in Enghien had been a member of the white arm?J he had 
been a kind of liaison off icer between the "Resistance Groups 
in the district. His duty consisted i n carr ying messages bet­
ween groups. hiding t he messages in the handles of his bicycle 
or in his mouth. Once he was arrested .f or ·questioning and he 
had to chew and swallo t he message. The White Army committed 
various act s of sabotage on the main rail ay lines Brussels• 
Tourna1-Lille-Par1s and t he coast of France and Belgium. A 
special demolition cartridge was laid on the rail to split it · 
when the train went by, thus causing oons1derRble dela7 on the 
line. Telephone and telegr ph communications were also inter­
fere d with. A common trick was to pla ce tacka on the road to 
out t he tires of German vehicles• The "Resistance" Group also 
helped t h e allied war prisoners and airmen who had bailed out 
to e scape, hiding them in the woods until they could be amuggled 
into France. One of the priests of st Augustin College succeeded 
1n passing into France many allied avia t ors dressed as Jesuit 
Fathers. One day when he was at the Station at Tournai with 
some allied soldiers disguised as priests. a German Colonel 
told h i m,. to his surprise,, to return to Enghien and .to come 
back later. Be did as he was told and later he cr ossed with 
the disguised a i rmen into France. Who the German Colonel was 
or why is not clear but he appoars to have been in the employ 
of the "Resistance" movement. 

171. The men of the "Resistance" were. as a rule. 
well informed of the Germ.an intentions. very night German 
officers and men oame to the Cafe owned by the "Resistance" 
chief for a drink and he listened t o their conversation. 
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If some one wAs to be a o ted an effort was al ys made 
to notit'y him before the u-er ns rrived. 

172. In the early year of tbe war one of the fir st 
aviators who bail ed out in the nghien J.1istrict as a 
Canadian. As he did not ape k Rrench or lamiah he wa e 
directed to t he Komr ndantur here he ~as rr sted bj the 
Germans and t ... ken to the local ailway station to be ent 

way to a prlson camp . ·~lhile he was at the station many 
people brou~,ht him flow<H's , f ood, etc . As no one Nas able 
to speak 1:1:nglish it was diff icult to know who he was, and 
impossible fo r the Besistance to repo~t hi. r~te to British 
Intelli ence . It was rather intere ting to f ind that a 
British Intelli€ence Officer had been in .l.!rnghl n during 
the wa1'. He was only identified a such after th llber• 
ation o' D~lgium. Ly people ad looked upon hi ns a 
trait o.c to his country who ias collaboratin wit1 the 
(·erinan a uthorities . 

173. The Prince R gent, Prince Charles, as t he chief 
oi the Re istance movement :ad t ua white army in .J l i:_. 11.U?l~ 

h Baron d' . pain, ·:iose estate is situ te ln the tom 
of ~nghlen , wa s hated by -c; e loc l population fo .c collabor­
ating 1th the German Geier l 'taf.L , ho ere llvin._, at 
h is Che.be t . After th3 liberation, the boys of th 
"Resistance" went man times to his est te for fi .. l.z 
~d were never molested beca~so they had told him lf he 
said one ord it would bo just too bad f or him. 

1 74 . As th, day o .t' liberation approached any fence -
sitte t's and fo1·mar collaborators clLnbed on the ttRosistance" 
bandwagon and ~ere loud in their prote~·ations of pat -
riot ism. As a r esult .Jany o C the real pa tr lots loft the 
movement . In Enghien tl'rn local Reistan ce group refused 
to cooperate with this new movement of' the last hour 
clalmir;,g that the ne,. recrul b:J wer only looters . One night 
their chi r assembled them ~nd t old tn~m that they w re 
to be d ls banded and no·G to Joi the new o ement . ~ach 

lad his o~n revolver and m1~raill tte hich ha been 
p ovided by the British Intelli~onc • ihJs , men had 

orkea quietly and wisely helping our cause and re ~rding 
it as a service to their country . The 11 asistance" .men 
ho a~ orked 1n shadows des rv credit . They believed 

in the samo prlncip;J.es as our•selves and fou t in the same 
cause. 

BELGIAN COLLA >Q l'ORS 

1'75 . There wer two i ds of' collaborators; those 
who were obliged to collaborat;e ior busiues s reasons and 
those who collaborated in oPd r to impr ove thelr position 
and to .make money . Some of the coll borators we~e 
motivated by a desire to take lt out on those whom they 
disliked; others because of t heir dislike oi' the Alli s . 
Upon our arrival in ngh.1en we contacted the !e~ding 
people of the town, butte 11 taslstance" informed us 
that most of them had been collaborationists not only in 
a business way but in oth r ways as well. I knew collabor­
ationists who had oeen poor b"fo e th ar but who became 
a mill.i.onnaire a.fter a "f:ew y ar 0£ occupation. o:me or 
them informed on their own compatriots or e caped allied 
soldiers reporting them to th Gestapo or the Kommandantur . 
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Some of the collaborators were prepar-ed to collaborate 
with us as long as we had f avours tor them and entertained 
t hem with drinks, food, etc. Money did not mean aa much 
to them a s the goods. The poor people told us many 
stories about the intrigues of the upper classes with 
the Germans •. 

1 76• The Flemish wore more often in~lined to assist 
the Germans than the Walloons. They were, after all, ot 
similar stock and many believed a German victory would 
give them a chance to govern Belgium and displace the 
.Walloons . This was related to us daily both by alloons 
and Flemish people, The Civil Affairs was placed in a 
more difficult position in Belgium than 1n France because 
of the two nationalities, It was a job which required 
infinite tact and patience. 

177, There were economic factors in favour of col• 
laboration. any times we were told by Belgians that 
they hoped that t he war would soon be over so they could 
sell again their coal to Germany and that the Germans 
were their best customers in certa in br anches of their 
trade. It s e emed peculiar at the time to find such an 
attitude in an allied country. e were told that French 
grain had been sold in Belgium by the Germans even when 
France was short of food . Belgian industry did not make 
much war materials for the Germans but apeoialized in 
luxury oorrunod1t1es. The food and clothing situation was 
definitely better than in France . Upon the rrival of 
the Allied troops prices went sky high. I witnessed 
British off icers and soldiers going into storea to buy 
goods only to find prices had been doubled for their ben -
fit. There were always two prices , one for the civilian 
population and one for the troops. I oft en warned Allied 
troops to send t heir girl friends to buy things for them 
and they would then pay the same price as the civilians. 
From hat I saw the Belgians took us for a lot of fish. 
The belief in a Ge~an victory was the same in Belgium as 
in France. Many people thought t hat England would be forced 
to give up and ask for terms. After two year of Occupation 
they found out their mistake, · Many Belgian business men 
told that they had hidden their goods during the occupation 
to prevent the Germans from buying them. I rem•mber one 
instance where a merchant hid a number of his goods on a 
farm near the town. In big cities prices were double and 
almost everything was sold thrcugh the Black Market . For 
instance Capt Hlckmott and myself paid $2.00 each for a 
dish of Ice Cream and a cup of ersazt ooftee in Bruasels 
in Bovember 1944. When we were presented with the bill 
we nearly fainted. We did not object to paying but did 
object to being robbed. When we met the o_f' .fioers at the 
Hotel Atle.nta the main topic of conversation was the price ' 
of goods. The Belgians made money out of the ~rmans and 
did the same with the Allies. Generally speaking prices 
during the German occupat ion were lower as they were con­
trolled; when we arrived the controls disappear·ed and 
prices shot upwards. It seemed a bit unreaaonable to us 
as we came as liberators while the ~ermans had come aa 
conquerors. 
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THE ARDENNES COUNTER-OFFENSIVE 

178. On Saturday 16 Dec 44, Field Marshal von Rundatedt 
launched counter• otfensive with the object of capturing · 
Liege - Bamur and the Port of Antwerp, splitting the Allied 
tront and making the British position in Belgium untenable. 
When the Allied High Command realized the situation, after 
a few days orders were given that all Civil Affairs De­
tachments stationed in France should be eent forward to the 
Ardennes Sector to patrol roads, control tratfic, arrest 
and question suspects. All Detachments or lst Br1t1ah 
E. C.A. Group reported to our Detachment Headquarters on 
their way to Ardennes for further orders and assignments. 
Some Detachments w~1ted a•veral days b,fore proceeding 
turther, others went ahead at once depending upon the 
Sector to which they were assigned. Orders were also re­
ceived that of fice r s and men should carry their arms at 
all times. Our Quartermaster Stores issued a seven day 
ration supply to each Detachment before their departure 
tor the Ardennes. Billets , which had been requisitioned 
for Refugees , were used by the Detachments during their 
stay in Enghien before proceeding to the Ardenn••• All 
units stationed in th$ town were ass! ed a sector in 
the District to patrol from darkness till dawn. Two 
ofticers and men w re detailed every night for duty being 
relieved every two hours . Guards were doubled up around 
every military vital point especially the Pol dump near 
the town, in caee Parachutists ware dropped. Anybody 
met on the road after darkne~s was obliged to identify 
himself quickly; otherwise he would be taken into custody 
for questioning. After curfew hours anyone found on th• 
streets or highway was arrested at once and taken to 
llilitary Police He adquarters ln the town. A daily troop 
train due about 2300 hrs at the station of a small town 
situated near Enghien had been machine-gunned for five 
consecutive nights by a German lone wolt. The British 
A. A. Battery located in Enghien had tried every night to 
get him and their perseverance was rewarded,on the fifth 
~ight they shot him down. 

179. During the Ardennes counter• oftensive 1t was 
most interesting to hear the Bel gian peoples• comments 
on the situation. The ~ifth Column was very active and 
very hopeful that the Germane would soon be back, and 
apread all kinda of rumors . People stopped British Officers 
and men on the street and asked them question& on the 
situation. Some Belgians told us that they prefered to 
retreat with us rather than stay under the Germana . be­
cause they were afraid they might be punished tor having 
collaborated with us. Threat ~ of this kind were spread 
b7 the Fifth Coltunn in order to create panic and fear 
in the population. Accordingly we posted notices around 
the town ordering this blackmailing to oeaae at once . and 
stating that those caught spreading the rumors would be 
4aalt with severel7. Most of these rumors emanated trom 
the oafes, because 111.oat of them had been run b7 German 
&Jlllpathisers. It was reported to me on one occasion that 
a Bel gian woman was hiding a German deserter in her house. 
An inquiry was made and the report was !'ound to be t l!!U•• 
Both were arrested; the woman was sent to a concentration 
camp and the soldier to the Military Police. What became 
of him I do not know. We did what we could to reassure 
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the people telling them ther wa no danger. As the counter­
offensive s about Christmas time it seemed to tak the 
spirit out of t he people. 

180. When word came that t no Ardennes counter-offensive 
had been checked happiness returned to their hearts. Con• 
fidenc in t he Allied cause a s again r ostor d. At the 
time of the counter-offensive all kinds of conflicting 
stories were told how Marshal Von Rundatedt had taken the 
advant ge of the Christmas period, knowing that many allied 
troops would be on leave. That as only hearsay. All 
kinds of stories circulated about the Americana going 
skiing, an f.orgetting about the war. It took tact and 
patience to scotch these r umors. During the push the 
military trartic going through the town of Enghien more 
than doubled. Convoys stopped and were park9d all over 
the town each night. Cafes and other public places were 
jammed with troop ~ , and t he prostitute s were busier than 
ever, Blaok Market flourished. The troops were often 
guilty of sellin army rations and clothing at any price 
or exchanging t hem with farmers for turkeys, geese and 
chickens for Christmas. The situation was one with which 
we could hardly cope. 

OUR CHRISTMAS IN •NGHIEB 

181, The week before Christmas we bo ht two trees, 
one for the Officer's mess and the other for the men•a 
mess. T o sets of li t bulbs and other decorations wer 
purchased to de corate the trees. e went into the country 
to buy geese tor the man ' s dinner and a turkey f or the 
officers• dinner. Flowers were purchased to decorate 
the mess tables. Sw ts, beer and other extra rations 
were bought at the N.A.A.F.I . stores f or all . 

182. At 1200 hrs the Seasons Greet.ings were p·resented 
by the R . s . ~ . to the Of f icer Commanding and the other 
officers in th name or the men. The old British Army 
custom that the Christmas dinner should be served by the 
Commanding Officer and the officers was strictly observed, 
and the traditional British Plum Pudding was on the 
table. Everybody enjoyed themselves . During the dinner, 
news was received that the erman push had been stopped 
and thie brought great joy to everybody. At night the 
Officer s bad their Christmas dinner. British Nursing 
Sisters 0 £ the Bruekman's Nursing Home had been invited 
to join the Of£1cers. The room was decorated with 
Christmaa lights, holly and flowers, Toasts were drunk 
to the King and the the heads of the illl1ed Nations, not 
rorgetting Canada . We • ang "Allouette" and other folk 
songs. It waa lots of fun. 

THE COAL SITUAT IOI 

183. I have already commented briefly on the fuel 
situation in paragraphs 162. Here are a few more 
tacts about what was one of our most serious probleaa. 
On 16 Jan •5 w received instructions from SHAEF that the 
Civil Affairs Detachments stationed in Belgium were to 
take care of the production and the distribution of the 
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co 1 from the mines to civilian authorities and from there 
t o the c.1 vilian population. Two days later we were ordered 
to proceed to the town of La Louviere situa ted in the 
Belgian coa l 1elds near Mons . 

184. I / Belgium, coal could be bought only on the 
Black Mar ket. A bucket of cheap coal wa sold for 25 to 
50 francs. ' I have seen my landlady pay t hat amount for . 
a pail of eap coal . Coal extracted from the mines f or 
civilian c nsumption rarely reached its destination 
Coal cars *ere often emptied at sidings by the Black• 
marketeer s" at night and never re ached their owners.. All 
kinds of oomplaints arrived at our detachments concerning 
this mat~'er . The buyers compln:Sned bitterly about thia 
situatio~ pointing out that it meant a serious f lnancial 
loss to them as the coal had been paid for in cash before 
leaving the mines . Local police did not pay much attention 
to the complaints , claiming they were quite unable to 
cope with the situation. 

185. In view of the a erious natur e of the fuel 
situation it was decided by SHAEF that Civil Affairs would 
oper ate t he mines and see that coal was to be delivered 
to the civilian population. The miners in Belg ium. had been 
allowed a surplus of coal for ·t heir own use and we found 
that this coal as often sold or exchanged by the miners 
on the Black Market f or f ood and other. oommodities, and 
resold at higher prices, thus creating an intl ated price 
for fuel coal, The winter had been very cold and damp 
it was pitiful to see people living in unheated houses , 
without even a piece of wooa to place on the hearth. ood , 
incidentally, was as scarce as [ Old. In almos t every 
house only on room, the kitchen, was heated as tuel was 
needed for cooking meals . It as often more oom.fortable 
to stay outside than inside a co~d and damp room. 

186. our job was to prevent the coal re ching the 
Black Market . To achieve t h is we place e ch coal convo7 
in charge of an off icer or a non- commissioned orr1c4r 
and one oth r rank . On arrival at its destination the 
coal was delivered to t he officials of each toMl to be 
redlatributed among the civilian population A receipt 
was given to whoever had been in charge of the convo1 to 
show th~t so many tons of coal had been del ivered. This 
showed tha~ the coal had r'ached its destination and no 
mor e could be claimed. The local distribution was made 
by the civilian authorities and a receipt was signed b7 
each recipient showing he had received.his allotment 
of coal. 

187. On one occasion a tra~nload of sever al thousand 
to•a of coal was delivered to the town council of a small 
Belgian town to be distributed amongst the population. 
The next morning Briti h Officer and two other ranka 
went to check the coal , which had been delivered the d&J 
before. After working all day weighing the coal they had 
found out that 50 tons of coal were mi aaing . Inquiries 
disclosed that th Mayor, two aldermen and the chief ot 
the Black Market had already d 1sp osed of it . 'lb.ey were 
arrested and severely punished. elgian people olaJaed 
there was no reason for a shortage of coal in their countr1 
when it possessed rich mine fields and declared that 
Government and municipal officials always had all the 
coal they wanted, while othe s had to go without. Thia was 
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aub tantially true. By the end of January 1945, however, 
the situation had been considerably improved under the 
administrat ion of Civil Affairs. Th 111tary authorities 
had complete control of delivery and distr ibution or coal. 
Even at that some reached the Black Market but not n arly 
a much as before. 'When winter was over the mines were 
returned to the owners. 

ARMENTIERES 

188. On Sunday, 21 Jan 45, we returned to the Head• 
quarter s of the 1st British Civil Affairs Group, located 
in the town of Armentieres·. The f ollowing day, I was 
appointed Public Health and elfare Of ficsr of t he Group, 
which consisted of mor e than 100 off ioers and 300 other 
ranks. My duties consis ted of inspecting the Officers' 
Mesa, men•a quarters, kitchens, ablution rooms, disposal 
ot the garbage, etc, t wice weekly. After my first in• 
spection, I sent a two page report to the Officer Com­
manding concerning the conditions 1n them n•s qu~rter 
drawing his attention especially to the unsatisf actory 
disposal of the garbage. Several reoommendationa for 
improvement were made concerning the living condition• 
and the men's welfare. A weekly medical inspection of th• 
kitchen personnel and other ranks was made by the British 
edical Of£icer stationed in the town. The French civilian 

per sonnel employed in the officers' mess wer e examined 
medically ach week by a French civilian doctor particularly 
for venereal and skin diseases . 

189. Every of ficer was billeted 1th a private 
family as accommodation was very r estricted. Da 117 
lectures were held on German adminiatration and language . 
Once a week a demonstration of a Gennan military court 
waa held in order to g ive the Detachment Commanders an 
idea of the procedure to be followed and technical names 
to be learned. Every off ioer had to be present at the 
military cour t s i tting. 

THE V• l SITES 

190. On 25 J an 45, I was assigned to a survey party 
to r ind v-1 sites located in the district. In the part 
0£ France wh ere we were located the V• l sites were in 
direct line with Lond n and the aouth coast of England. 
our party consisted of one major and two oaptains and one 
driver. When weather permitt3d we reconnoitred the V• l 
sites. Information concerning the V- 1 sites was furnished 
us by t!J.e French authorities at Bazebrouck. They gave us 
a list of towns and villages where v-1 sites were located. 
We found that most of the site s were situated in the woods 
near the towns and village • In some instances , the a 1te8 
were completel7 isolated in the woods on the top ot hills . 
One site at Bergues was located on the top of a hill just 
a f ew miles from the coaa~, about eight miles trom Dun­
kirk. The field surrounding the sites had been completely 
mined by the Germans during their retreat. In another 
place, we f ound t wo v-11 completely intact r eady to be 
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launched with fuel still in the tank • e asked many questions 
of the local population concerning the sitess the approx­
imate date of the beginLing of the ork, in which month the 
fir st V• l was launched, how many were launched a day , tho 
number of personn 1 handling the aite, which Regiment they 
were rrom, when they departed prior to our arrival , whether 
there had been caaualties , etc . At almo t ev ry site the 
fir t ones launched had ~xploded in the air owing to lack 
of balance when leavin the alide, killing often th crew 
or damaglng and killing in the nearby villages . he main 
sites we visited were: St Pol , Berguos, La Motte au boia , La 
ippe, and Belvi. At La Nipp• , the equipment f or launch­

ing V- 2's wa allllost ready when the Allied troops arrived. 
All our findlngs were reported with Kap References to our 

eadquarter which forwarded them to the british A. A. 
Division Headquarters, situated n ear Ar mentieres . 

191. On 27 Jan 45 permission had been granted to me 
by the Officer Connnanding our group , to give a lecture on 
Canada in French to the Senior Class of the Coll ege St 
Jude at Armentieres. On 0 nday 29 Jan 45 , I deliv&red my 
lecture on Canada to 200 young French students . The 
lecture as very much appreciated and the Reotor or the 
college expressed his tbanks . 

192. On 7 eb 45 Col Dunn, of the ar 0£f1oa , who 
had been in charge of Civil Af ~ airs in Far East , delivered 
a lecture to us . Be was interested in fin ing out if the 
officers present were willing to go to Singapore , Saigon, 
or other parts of the Far Eaut . 

1 93 . During the month of February, we had morning 
lectures on German administration and language . Two 
afternoons a week were given over to Nport . There wera 
enough Canadians to orm a Soft-Ball Team or which I was 
the manager . When we were ready to pl ay against the 
Americans in the vicinity we received orders to be ready 
to move toward Germany. Every night at twil i ght, we could 
hear the roar or the planes f l ying towards Germany with 
their bomb loads. They returned usually in the middle of 
the night . At the end of F• bruary and the beginning of 
Karch, we used to watch the planes passing overhead. 

19•. This narrative will be continued in a subs&quent 
report , which will deal with the author •a experiences in 
Germany • 

, 

Cf ~. ~· ~ tllf I'. 
(J. E. G. Labroaae) Capt , 

for Col onel, 
Director Historical Section. 
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APPENDIX "A" 

R E S T R I C T E D ----------
HQ ECAD 

! ! ! 1! ! .Q ! 

APO 658 
26 Jun 44 

Pars l to 15 incl published in extract form at Hq 
Rear Ech ECAD. 

16. Fol Os and EM atatua indicated P o/a 26 Jun 44 
on temp d7 for 3 days to Hq Rear Ech ECAD APO 658 to ~ertorm 
a special mission. CTRS reimbursement not to exceed f4.00 per da7 
qrs and $1 . 25 per da7 subs atzd Os and $2. 00 per da7 qrs and 
$2.00 per da7 subs atzd EM while traveling where govt qrs and 
govt messing facilities are not available . Cir 85, 19•3, Hq 
ETOUSA, as am.ended. TCNT TDN 60- 136 P 432•02 A 212/40425 
Auth: Ltr AG 322 OPGC Hq ETOUSA 7 Feb 44. 

MAJ GILBETO S PESQUERA 0501550 MC aagd 3rd ECA Regt 
atchd 4th ECA Regt 

MAJ ILL IA B JONES 0311529 MC 4th ECA Regt 
2d LT PAUL B SPECK 01049656 CAC asgd 4th ECA Regt 

Asst S-4 
Ptc Starr S Rand .20607425 Asgd Hq Co 4th ECA 

Regt atchd Co G 

17. Fol EM 4th ECA Regt are reld present asgmt d7 
are a/u Hq and Co ECAD for d7 1n Secs indicated: 

MOS 
Cpl Lero1 E Baker 13026583 "!175 Aagmt Board 
Cpl Robert C Barker 32202569 405 Pub Rel ations 
Pvt Ben A Fain Jr 38372867 055 G 4 
Pvt Duane E Schnoebelen 37433387 405 Asgmt Board 

18. M/Sgt Rodger C Huemm.e 33109746 MOS 052 is reld a/u 
4th ECA Regt and present d7 and is a/u Hq Co ECAD for d7 
1n AG Sec. 

19. Sgt Robert H Eisele 32910408 4th ECA Regt is r•ld 
preaent _asgat & d7 and is aag:d lat ECA Regt and will rpt to 
CO thereof for dy 26 Jun 44. No travel involved. 

20 . 2d LT ROBERT ~LLACH 01003859 AGD a/u Hq ECAD WP 
o/a 25 Jun 44 on temp dy for l day to APO 8L7 rptg upon arr 
thereof to AG Hq ETOOSA . CTRS TCNT TDN 60•136 1 432• 02 A 
212/40425 Auth: Ltr AG 322 OPGC Hq ETOUSA 7 Feb 44 . 

21. Fol Os 4th ECA Regt WP o/a 25 Jun 44 on temp dy 
f or 1 day to APO 887 to perform a special ission. TCNT TDN 
60•136 P 432· 02 A 212/40425 Auth: Ltr AG 322 OPGC Hq ETOUSA 
7 Feb 44. 

MAJ 
CAPT 

STANLEY J LELAND 
NATHAN E SILBERT 

0504696 MC 
0472461 MC 

22 . Having rptd this sta 25 Jun 44 per Par 1 SO 88 Hq 
202d Engr Combat Bn Tee 5 John E Tucker 33627946 is a/u 4th ECA 
Regt & will rpt to CO thereof tor d7. 

' 
23. CAPT JAMES C McBRIDE 0320062 CAV 2d ECA Regt is 

reld present asgm.t & d7 and asgd Det RR13 Co I 3rd ECA Regt 
and will rpt w/o delay to CO thereof ror dy as Agric o. o 
travel involved. 

R E S T R I C T E D 
- -~-------
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Extract SO 122 Hq ECAD APO 658 26 Jun 44 (Cont'd) 

_ 24. LT COL CARLETON F SMALL 0111595 INF 4th ECA Regt 
TD Southlands, Parkside, Wimbledon, London, SW 19, England, is 
reld present asgmt & TD & is asgd as Agric O Det RRI2 Co I 24 
ECA Regt. 0 WP w/o dela7 to Hq Rear Ech ECAD APO 658 rptg 
upon arrival thereat to CO thereot for d7. Reimbursement not 
to exceed $4. 00 per day qrs and $1.25 per day subs atzd while 
traveling where govt qrs and govt messing facilities are not 
available. Cir 85, 1943, Hq ETOUSA, as amended. TCNT TDN 
60-136 p 431•02 A 212/40425 Auths Ltr AO 322 OPGC Hq ETOUSA 
7 Feb 44. 

25. 2d LT LLEWELLYN A JENNINGS 01281523 FD 4th ECA 
Regt SD SS CA SHAEF 1a reld present asgmt and SD & aagd 7th 
CA Unit. No travel involved. 

26. Having rptd to this sta 25 Jun 44 rr 15th Repl Depot 
Pvt Louis A Santucci 31415598 is a/u 4th ECA Regt and will 
rpt to CO thereof tor d7. 

27. Having rptd to this sta 24 Jun 44 per Par 3 SO 162 
Bq WBS SOS Pvt George B Robers 33636308 is a/u 4th ECA Regt 
and will rpt to CO thereof for dy. 

28. Fol Br Os are reld atohmt 4th ECA Regt and are 
atchd to Dets of Cos as indicated of 2d ECA Regt and WP o/a 27 
Jun 44 to Bq Rear Ech ECAD APO 658 reptg upon arr to CO 2d ECA Regt 
tor d7: · 

MAJ WILLIAM (NVI) BAIN (Br) 
S/CAPT GEORGE C WATKINS (Br) 
S/CAPT GAETAN E LABROSSE (Br) 

Det Co 
90397 CMP o~ F Dep Adm . 

Inf AlA2 A Relief 
Inf BlC2 C Reliet 

By order of Colonel PENDLETON: 

OFFICIAL: 

(sgd) John C Tuten 
JOHN C. TUTEN, 
Captain, AGD, 
Asst Adj Gen. 

JOHN C • TUTEN, 
Captain, AGD, 
~sst Adj Gen. 
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APPENDIX "B" 

CONFIDENTIAL 

HEADQUARTERS 

THIRD UNITED STATES ARMY 
G• 5 Section 

13 October 1944 

SUBJECT: Relief of Assignment. 

TO : Captain J . W. B. Henderson, Det C2D2, Lunev1lle . 
Captain E. E. D. Cl ark, Det C2D2, Luneville . 
Captain w. Bell, Det BlC2, Thionvllle . 
Captain J . E. C. LaBross , Det BlC2, Thionville . 

1 . Pursuant to instructions of the Commanding 
General, ~welfth Army Group, this is to notify you that 
you are hereby relieved of assignment with the Third 
U. S. Army. 

2 . You wil l report , no later than 14 October 
1944, to the Commanding Off icer, Company E, lat ECA Regiment , 
l ocated at Dugny• aur• Meuae , approximately five mil es out­
side of Verdun, ro~ further assignment to the TWenty•Fir t 
Army Group. 

3 . Transportation to Company E will be furnished 
by your Detachment . 

For t he Ass't Chie f of Staf f , G- 5: 

/T/ KICK G. ILLIAMS, 
Ma jor, Cavalry, 

Personnel and Administration. 



• APPENDIX "C" 

TENTATIVE ASSIGNMENTS OF SPECIALIST ACTIVITIES 

llajor Bean • Legal - Political - Publie Relations 

Lt . Col . Petterson • Civilian Su plies etc . - Price Control -
Rationing - onuments, etc . - Eduoat on 

Ca 

Sgt. Hill - Warehouse Fore an (class d Sanitary Tech­
nician) 

Pvt. Schaible • Stock Clerk 

de • Ad!ninistration - Communications - Labor -
Reports - C v A a rs Personne 

S/Sgt . Fuess • Acting First Sgt . (classed Warehouse 
Foreman) 

Sgt . Lewis - Chief Clerk 
T/5 Colby • Stenographer 
Pfc. Taylor • Typist 

Captain Sulliv n - Fiscal - Trade and Indust17 

Cpl . Hurwitz - Investigator 
Pfc . Steuasy - Accountant 

Ca tain Bell -

T/6 Gans • Interpreter 
Pfc . Shedlock - Interpreter 
Pvt . Estadt - General Clerk 

Captain LaBrosse - Public Welfare • Health 

Cpl. Sheets - Medical Supply 
Pvt. Beckman - Water Filter Operator 

Captain Boykin - Public Works - Agriculture and Related 
Indus tr le a 

T/4 Esser - Sanitary Technician · 
Sgt. Cox • Sanitary 'T'echnlcian (classed Drafts an ) 
Pvt . Rudolph - Draftsman 

Mr. Kell1 - Transportation 

Mr. Quatt - Supplies 

Works with Lt . Col. Petterson 

13 Jul7 1944 



APPENDIX "D" 

or£1c rs• ~eetine held on 11 July 1944: 

It is now 0823 . I hope that the Officers can attempt to 
get here quite promptly in the morning at thase meetings . 
I think it 1ght b advis ble for Colonel Potterson to 
inform the eb entees and those who are tardy about the 
various things I have to say that are of p rtioular interest 
to them. iou ay want to take notes and I think it would 
be advisable for all officers to have a notebook always 
av 11 bl for this purpose. 

C pta!n Hyde is responsible for the smooth dispatch or 
business , end the cleanliness of this room ond the adjoin­
ing washrooms . There is a supply of toilet paper that 
mi2ht be used in these washroom for our own purposes . I 

:::> 
uggest that certain tabl d in tbls room be assigned to 

officers . Clothes should be kept on hooks for appearance 
sake . 

A .filing system is being developed by Cap t a·in Hyde and bis 
staff . All papers wiil come to me first . One group ill be 
marked file . The second group will go to individual officers 
tor th ir attention or read by me to all nd will th9n go 
to the file through Captain H1de or someone designated by 
him. The third group is the most important group . Thay 
will be sent to the office~s whe~e they 111 be t~orougly 
studied. otes m y be taken individually . The 19 con -
fiiiential study guides recently distributed are an exa1T.1ple 
of the thlrd gr up . These must be retu~ned to me rath r 
than returned to Sot . Le is or Captaiu Hydo for filing. 

All officers hould keep papers they are studying and 
haven't completed, in their own possession, preferably in 
their despatch c ses, unloss you can arrang d with Captain 
Hyde for their safekeeping. Other i e, please do not ask 
me to keop them in the field safe . It ia alre&dy over­
crowded with SHA.BF matarinl, s. o •• , and all area and 
b sic manuals on France and French instru~tion books . 
So kindly don't call on me to hold your own speci lty 
documents, hich ~houl go into the generlll. file as soon 
as you use them. 

As to the progrru.1 this mornlng, the f lrst priority ror 
Col. Potterson and Captain Hyde is to work on our progrrun 
for tr· inlng . I handed you t o papers showing subjects 
hlc must be iven to the men for training. The Army 

requires this training and I have indicated arginally 
in undecipherable longhand suggestions s to the training. · 

e ar responsible for giving thls instruction and as soon 
a.a this instruction is crmpleted, e must hand to Captain 
Ells orth e~sonnally, a cert1ficat which r ads substan­
tially a3 follows: "I hereby certify that instruction 
of this detachment in ilitary Courtesy and Discipline -
weapons - defens against chemicals , etc . , was completed 
on 14 July 1944 11

• Signed, Lemuel • Boyl:1n; Captain, C . E ~ and 
etc . 

Th program will be as follows from now on . A program is neces­
sary as has already been stated, to include those required 
ubjects and also more import nt subjects eculiar to our own 

specialty for success in organiz tion and operation in the 
field, including particularly the breaking down into groups 
of officers with their enlisted men in their specialties . 

The only inter~uption by the Company schedule 1 two road 



marches per week plus firing . Colonel Petterson and Captain 
Hyde are to determln the exact time from G- 3 the fix d 
schedule tor the current week. It has been changed in this 
respect and they ill f 111 in the rest of th time each day from 
0900 to 1645. 1th the exception of 1145 to 1315 or 1330. 

I would suggest that one afternoon a week be allowed oaoh 
officer to attend to his own personal affairs . It might 
be well for t o officers to go at one time, as I hould 
hesitate to allow a jeep with only one officer. to go to 
Swindon or arlborough to get a haircut or to the to n beyond 
for a h~ircut or the town beyond for a pair of shoes . In 
order to comply with the sche.dule I hope that the officers 
won ' t find lt n·ecessary to ask me for time o ff' on <'lay not 
provided f or. 

Within these limits the~, Col . Petterson and Captain Hyde 
are given corte blanche . Have this afternoon ' s sohedule 
pr· pared by 1130 and the eeks' schedule b .,T 1630 and po ted. 
This mornlnr 1 Captain Boll is to instruct the detachment 
in the next room on defense gainst chemicals and other 
allied subjects . ·rom 9:10 to 1020• Captain oykin will 
l ecture on field fortifications nnd camoflou~ and allied 
subjects . From 1030 to 1145 the other officers (apart trom 
Col . Petterson and Capt . Hyde) to c oncentra .. e on specialties , 
part cularly thelr c pters in the Bible ; ie ., their sections 
of t he 19 instruction directives 1.n their hands . 

Fin~lly there is not to be nny lolling o f enliated men here 
in this room. ~his is th* responsibility of each specialist 
in special study groupin s and eaoh officer as he 1n-
truct s ln sub jects given to the detachment a a whole . 

Try to avoid confusion hen several sections meet con­
currently in thls room. I know each officer ~111 be most 
considerate in not 1nterruptiug oth~rs who are studying 
or orking witc their enlisted personnel, 1th 1 relevancies . 

Capta~n Bo k!n is to m ke further 1mprov1sions in this 
room or at the r ar for the comfort of t ho enlist d men, 
either as a detachment or ~hen it is used by an officer 
with one or 2 nlisted men working on a specialty . Get 
a bl okboa.rd in there as well as om ah l k through Mr . 
K lly . All n eded suppli ~ s not in the supply room will 
be gotten through r . Quatt . 

I appreciate th rine spirit of co- oper tion nd excellent 
attitude on the part of every one, without exception. 

Enlisted men are in the army • not civilians who can bs 
fired . The only ·ay to hold t em in line is by discipline . 



0 mu TO ALL "B" D TACH EN11' OFFICERS . 

In conformity with the discussion at the Detachment 
Officers• meeting 11 July 1 944 , will you kindl7 proceed 
as quickl y as possible to prepare t o charts, the first 
setting forth Reports to be made and the second setting 
forth Actions to be taken in your various specialties . 
Such charts s vltld be baaed upon the directives contained 
in "SHAEF Field Handbook on Civil Affairs , France" , upon 
the confidential civil af!'a:1rs instructions and upon other 
orders and directiv s with which you have been supplied. 

A sample of the anner of th$ preparation of these 
oharta is in the possession of Captain Hyde, to wit: 
"Reports equired of Civil Affairs Detachments under 
s . P. and P. " , and "Actions Required of Civil Affairs De­
taehm n t s under S . P . and P.". ,opa directives of a 
similar nature wl ll undoubtedly be placed ln your hands 
and in order to prevent becoming snowed under , it seems 
advisable to get at thi task right away . hen your mater i al 
has been turned over to C· ptain Hyde , he proposes to pre­
pare master charts ofactiona and of reports . 

11/7/44 
1715 

S_*EPHEN ' • B~H , ajor 
Spec Re Bl C2 

N. B. Where possible, the frequency and timo of f iling ot 
R ports should be indicated. 



APPENDIX "B" 

DETACHMENT B•l, COMPANY C 
2nd E. C.A. Regiment 

Angers 

SUBJECT: House ules for Headquarters B- 1 Detachment. 

TO : All embors of B- 1 Detachment . 

l . Hours: 

· A. Reveille will be at 0700. There 111 be no 
formation, but veryone must a 1 e except the 
last two guards who ay sleep late , but ust 
be ready for duty at 1000. 

B. Bre kfast will be at 0730 . 
C. Everyone must be on dut at 0800 promptly. 
D. Dinnor 111 be &t 1200. 
E. Everyone must be back on duty at 1300 an 

until 1730. 
F . Supper will be at 1800. 
G. Blackout wil l be t 2210. 
H.. Enl isted r. en must be in the buildi.o.g by 2230. 
I . Lights will be out at 2300. 

2 . -Ouard : 

A. ·here will b~ an Officer of t e Day ~ho i ll 
come on dut at 1200 nd serve from the ensui ng 
24 hours . 

B. He 111 be responsible for Ileadquarters and 
for nf orcing all rul s pertainiug to 110rk 
and deport mont o · of f1cers and enlisted men 
at Headquarters . 

c. The guard ·ill report to the Officer of the 
Day and be directly under hls charge . The OD 
will take his orders from the Conuan ing 
Off ic r or his duly authorized assistant (The 
Duty Officer acting for the Commanding Officer). 

D. There 111 be thr o guards each day. o . 1 guar 
111 report to the OD at 2200 hours , ?o . ~ guard 
111 report ut 0050 hours , and ?o. 3 guard 

will r eport at 0400 hours . o . 3 guard i ll 
awaken the K. P.• s at 0600 and return to hia 
post until the K. P. 'a report for duty, after 
hich time the K. ~'s ill b responsibl e f or 

the gate until 0730 hen th~ gate can be left 
open. 

While on duty , the guard will be posted at 
or near the entrance. gate and wil l patrol t he 
court ard nd ground floor from time to time . 
The guard will be re ponsibl , 1n addition to 
carrylhg out the general orders for interior 
guards , for answering the gate and a ltt1ng 
only those with proper authoritl• Th guards 
a e warned to be especially lert and to allow 
no suapicio s characters to enter the gat s . 
~o . l gua~d 111 also r port to the O t 1900 
hours th~ next evening and act as Charge or 



Quarters until 2200 hours . During thi time 
he wlll be responsible for seeing that no un­
authorized person enters the grounds, that blackout is 
enforced at 2210 anu any other duties that the 
OD might assign . No . 2 and 3 guards are perntitted 
to sleep after their tour of duty but must be 
at their place of duty by 1000 hours . 

E. It will be the responsibility of the OD to e ee 
that no unauthorized persons enter the premises. 
He will have guards from 190 to 0630, but 
from 0830 to 0700 he will have to raly upon himself, 
the K. P. 's, the ess Offioer , and other officers 
and men of the detachment , all of whom are here-
by directed to be alert on this duty and render 
all possible aid to the OD. 1 spoclally wil l 
the 1st . Sgt . , the later 'I'echnician, the Sgt . 
in charge or the office, and all who hnve 
business regularly in and around the establish­
ment, render perfect cooporation if we are to 
avoid a round-th -clock guard . 

3 . Use of the Building: 

The kitchen and pantry is off limits to officers 
and enlisted men not on duty therein. It is the 
duty of the · oss Officer and t.he OD to enforce 

.this rule . The second floor is for administration 
purpos s only and ther~ will be no lounging in 
or around the o.ff:tces . 'Ihe front veranda is 0 of'f 
limits" to onlisted men unless on duty there or 
at :rnrk there . The officers' dining room and 
bath on the ground floor is also "off l1mlts" 
for enlisted men unloss working there . Officers 
will rofra.1n from ontoring or lounging 1n the 
enlisted men's dining room except on·. business . 
Officers will avoid entering the enli~ted men 
quarters except on buolneDG• 

The OD will make a daj ly inspection of the hole 
building and see that it is clean and that every­
thtn ·is in order. ~he Duty Officer 111 inspect 
from time to time and rill 1. old a ~ lose inspoction 
at lec st onco a week . 

The ut1 Officer will also inspect the s.Mns of 
the enlisted men at least once a we k. 

4. The courtyard will have to be usod for parking 
vehicles but no vehicles 111 be pnr' e d so as to 
interfere with the front door . That apace 
from beyond the front door to the ent~anc gate 
must always be clear of vehicles. Vehlclos will 
stop in this space for loading and unloading only . 

No one will loiter in ~his part of' the couri:;yard 
as far back aa the corner of the main building. 

No trash or other material till be allowed in this 
space . 

5. Car e of Arms: 

No member of this detachment will le&ve a weapon 
about where it might be picked up by an unauthorized 
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person. 

Your attention is invited to the fact that many 
strangers will oe passing through the entrance halls 
and passage ways in nd about this uilding . Any 
one leaving ~ire arms or other weapons in this 
vicinity is endangering the lives of everyone 
presont . Any laxity in this respect will be dealt 
with severely. 

6 . Rulos for Visiting Officer s ·and listed en: 

The practice of inviting visiting officer s to meals 
will be curtailed as much as possible . It is 
recognized that some officer s will have to be 
invited, especially those having urgent business , 
those who have not had opportunity to have meals , 
and all 1mportan officials . ~nl1sted men who 
acoompany hese officer ill be di r octed to the 
en- sted mens dining room (not throu~h officers' 
din ing room) . 

It is he r e ponsibility of a l l o .f. fice s of t his 
detachment to see that visiting of'f icers and 
enlisted men do not use the dinlng r oom and 
retirin room for a social Pathering place. 

By order of KJ'JOR s . s . B N. 

LEMUEL W. BOYKIN, JR . 
Capta!n, c. E. 



APPENDIX "F" 

Actions Requir d of C. A. Detachments under S . P. & P. 

I . One of the first tasks of C. A. detachments -- upon 
entering Allied territory will be, through the appropriate 
tlhanne1s, to establish relations with Resistance Croups 
and secure their co•ope ~ation . 

II . Normally provide for execution of the civil defenae 
planning·--by immediately undertaking to assist suitable 
local elements in the orga.nizat1on of civil defense services 
•••••• Work in close liaison with PAD. 

III . Assist in: 
A. Establish ent and operation of refugee collecting 

stations and nolosures . 
B. In conjunction with medical services, organiz­

ation of necessary public health activities . 
c. Obtaining local police antl other personnel for 

the Provost MarahRll to assist in controlling 
movement a . 

D. Organizing such emergency assistance for refugees 
as required . 

E. Carrying out such socurity instructions as may 
be applicable . 

IV. ·hander assistance in the protection of public monu-
ments etc . 

v. C. A. detachments will be responsible for posting 
guards over Qovernmont Records and Archives here n cessary. 

VI . 
maxi mum 
for t he 
pArmit . 

Ensur in conjunction with othet> elements the 
use and equitable distribution of loc l resources 
civilian population in so far aa mtlitary exigencies 

• VII . Call forward, in event of inadequacy of locaL re-
sources of food, clothing, and fuel to the point of' inter­
fering with military operations, imported supplies . 

K VIII. Arrange for local relief ad~inistrations to take . 
over executive responsibility for relief as soon as possibl e . 

IX. Issue food , clothing , and fuel through local -organ-
izations when pos3ible . 

K X. Survey and ostimato relief meeds . 

K XI , Assist in ensuring that measur ~ s are taken to organize 
or re - establish local medical health and hygiene servi es . 

K XII . Reconnoiter general public health and hygiene problems 
a.nd collect data on medical equipment and the number o.f 
dcetors and m dice..l personnel available in the area . 

11 XIII . Estimate: 
A. surplus supplies urgently required in any 

(improvised) form. 
B. Supplies necessary to cover periods later than 

D plus 180, at least 90 days prior to the·•tart 
of the period. in a manner in accordance with 
specific directions . 

C~ Supplies required on basis or revised r quire• 
ments based on actual estimates . 
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Jl XIV. Issue supplies and attend to the accounting thereof 
at the point where ~omo will be turned over to civilian 
recipients . 

XV. Transport supplies to the point of turnover and 
assist other elements in making avail~ble the maximum of local 
transfer for this purpose . 

XVI . _ Assist transportation services as directed in the 
organization of local civil transportation to meet military 
requirements and minimum civilian needs . 

XVII . Assist other services t;o make use of trade and in• 
dustry for military purposes. 

XVIII. Maintain e:x.isting rationing sy tems and price and 
age levels 

XIX. Ascertain what is necessary to ensure maximum 
agricultural production . 

XX . Assist National PP1r Administrations to:::- estore 
communications beyond those actually restored by Signals . 

:i: . Set tow ork any 1 ·bor surpl1.1s enga.g9d by 1 -1 
authorities to requirements or the D. La:b. or PPA on tasks 
approved by the Detachmeht C.O. 

XXII. Procure or assist in procuring any labor required 
by D. Lab . 

XXIII . Prevent mass movemer.ts of civil population from 
hampering striking power or military forces . 

IV. Provide for unifor.m "' ty in the applicE1. tion of re-
gulP.t i ons for tho control ot' the civil popula t;ion. 

X'JJ/ . Serve as a channel for dealing with local civil 
authorities • 

XXVI. • stablish military administra~ion in enemy territory. 

XXVII . Undertake, as ordered, the establishment or military 
courts and supervise and control civil and criminal courts . 

XXVIII . Assist in the forwarding of claims. 

XIX . Control the police forces and r organize them as 
directed . 

XXX. Control civil prisons and concentration camps as 
direct d . 

XX.XI . Secure ·the local organi.,.ation, personnel, sez•vice , 
and equipment required for Military Fire Service. 

XXXII . Organize, as directed. civil defense services as 
re necessary to assure PAD measur-es not undertaken by other 

services . 

X1.'XIII . Assist in control of refugee movements as follows: 
A. Establish and operate refugee stations. 

• B. Organize Public Health Services . 
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c. Obtain police for Provost 1 rshall. 
D. Bmergeney assistance to refugees . 
E. Carry out security instruction. 
F. Develop plans for repatriation. 

XX.XIV. Require local authorities to provide food and shelter 
for Allied Nationals. 

XXXV. aintaln the principle of payments of immediate cash 
f or items issued as far as possible . 

• XXXVI . Determine the number and location of distressed 
persons req1iring aid and the existence of epidemics and 
disease . 

XXXVII. Prooura from c. c. Staffs ·full particulars concerning 
t e stores and supplies which have been made available for the 
locality in which detachment is oper ting. 

XXXVIII. As ume responsibility for CA -&UJ;plies except signal , 
technical , transportation as f ollo s: 

A. Arrange transport tion . 
B. ·Distribute. 
c. Issue . 
D. Accounting~ 
E. Procurement of local resources for c.c. require­

ments 1n ~a-ordination 1th Purchasing Board. 
F . Assist other branches in procuring local resources . 
G. Storage of c . ~ store s after receipt. 

XXXIX. Cont r ol of C.A. supplies only to be relea~ed to. 
local government authorities and not except ln case of 
emergency to pr•ivate ~ rader3 or wholesalers or individuals . 

XL. ?~orma.lly re uire prepayment befor e releA.se of goods. 

XLI. Assist in such organization of local civil population 
as will meet military requirements and min1raun1 ci v111an needs . 

XLII . 'hen directed, purchase and errange for export ot 
civilian supply surpluses. 

XLIII . Refrain from restoring T & T fao111t1es until agree• 
ment reached between C. A. Staff and G2 and 31gnal on same 
level. 

XLIV. Give to military forces fir t priority on civilian 
labo • 

XLV. In 1 bor matters, act only under authority of D. Labor. 

XLVI . Requis.ition labor for military needs if required. 

XLVII . Avoid use of labor contractors unless otherwise re­
quired. 

XLVIII . Follow directives ins 
A. Control, accounting and audit . 
B • . Control of banks and financial institution • 
c. · Currency. 
D. f•inancial relations with governmental bodies . 
E. Taxation and revenue . 
F . Arrangements for official deposits. 
G. Issue of goods . 
H. Control of wages fllld prices . 
I. Recovery of Allied property 
t. Blocking of accounts. 



l~ 

ii 2~ 

ii ;. 

• 4. 

APPENDIX "G" 

REPORTS REQ,UIRED OF CA DETACHMI.mTS 
Under · 

s. P. ~ P. 

To Gorps (Div G; re: 
"Measures which may be necessary to insure that relations 
ot otfioers and enlisted men with government ottioiala 
and other civilians will no~ prejudioe our interests 
because ot political and other repercussions. 

Through Command Channels: 
An estimate ot the immediate relief requirements anA 
special equipment required tor em.ergeney feeding oenter·s, 
central kitchens, :mobile teeding units and retugee camps. 

To Corps (Div) CJ.5 
amount necessary CA, Public Health and technical p rsonnel 
and supplies required • 

To SHAU 

Covering pertinent stock control data at periodic 
intervals • 

.. ;. To Formation Hq 
Stating amount ot surplus commodities or resources en­
countered in area. 

6. To Oorpa (Div) GS 
On what is necessary to insure maximum agrioulturel 
production with recommendations. 

7. 'l'o Corps (Div) 0.5 
On recommendations concerning the relations or military 
personnel with the civil population. 

8. To Oorpa (D1T) G.5 
On recommendations re the appointmen~ and removal ot 
Judges and other judicial personnel. 

9. Thru Command Channels 
.An estimate ot supplies to be imported. 

10. To Oorpa (Div) G;) 

12/7/44 

Estimate ot possibilities ot obtaining trom local 
produotion supplies tor export and or possibilit7 ot 
inor~asing such production. 
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APP BDIX 

U I TE S Z2Wth 
AP 0 83 

26 August 1944 

TO ~IO IT AY. CO Ch'1UJ 

uthority ha b n g r nt d CA AI 
LA B OS to clear, ·r tore and pr p ro 
ho pit 1 bu1ldin for 1 d1 t us • 

Approved; 

or gimental Co ander1 

( gd) Haley E. Kohl r 

R LEY E. KOHL 
ajor, Inf ntry s-• 

( gd) • • en 

s. • ean 
M jor, AU I 

c.o. Dett lC2 
C1v1l Affair s, An eras 
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S2ith I ~ Y . ~ I · 

An r 

23 Aua;uat 1944 . 

T JhCT: .1 • 

TO : C andi O~ 1-0 r , C hol1o 
niv r 1ty. 

1 . Appro 1 1• 
to r ecover medic l u 
roo c r 1 e . · t pr 
Catholic Univer it1. 

r nted Dr. r1llet · 
pl1 nd an op ting 
nt tor . d n t 

( d) Charl • Pack, J 

A P 0 

( 

• • 

d) •• Bean 

D1t R • • 

t o1!' 

• • KOHL , 
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APPENDIX 

DETACHMENT C• l , COMPANY C 
2nd E. C. A. REGIMENT 

ANGERS 

13 August 1944 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC HEALTH J,.8th Region . 

TO: C. G. TUSA, Att: G- 5 , (thru .Channels) . 

1. Docteur L. Triollet , Directeur Regional de 
la Sante (Director of Heal th 18th Region) gave the 
following information: 

a. Angers and Tours have an exceptio.P..al gre,at 
amount of venereal disease . 

'b . Tours has about thirty (30) cases of 
diphteria and about twenty (20) cases of t~hus. He 
reports that Tours is constantly troubled 1fth dlphteria and 
tsphus and t L1B.t the present cases of typhus and diphter1a 
are not a temporary condition • 

... 2~ That he does not expd'ot an epidemic as a 
result of the temporery water shortage in Angers . . French 
authorities give assurance that water will be restored 
for Angers during the evening of August 15th. Thia 
Detachment has made personal investigation and obser­
vation of work being done by the French to repair the 
water line. It is believed that water will be restored 
by Tuesday. 

3 . The director reports that there is no immediate 
demand for medical supplies. He will immediately supply 
this office with a statement of what he believes will 
be the probable needs of thi~ region for medical supplies 
in the future . This report will ba for information 
rather than for supplies at this time. 

4 . The 18th Region is composed of the following 
five departments: 

c 0 p y 

l . Maine et Loire 
2. lilayanne 
3 . lndre et Loir 
4. Sarthe 
s. Loire Inferioure 

HAROLD c. llcGUGIN., 
Ila.jar, Air Corps, 
Detachment Commander. 

, 



APPENDIX 

RESTRICTED - - ... - - - - ... - --
HEADQUARTERS 

THIRD UNITED STATES ARMY 
APO 403 

TRAINING MEMORANDUM) 
) 

NUMBER 21) 

10 May 1944 

INSTRUOTI~N IN VENEREAL DISTIASE CONTROL 

1. The Venereal disease rate in the civilian population 
on t he continent is unusually high and widespread. Thia 1a 
due to increased promiscuity and inadeq~ate ~1v111an control 
methods. It can be assumed that all women on the continent 
who pe m1t promiscuous sexual intercourse are lntected with 
one or more of the five venereal diseasee. 

2 . The control ot venereal disea se in the allied troops 
111 be a most serious problem which will · require an adequate, 

intensified and continuous program of e du~ation to pr vent 
exposure and · to provide effect:l.ve prophylaxis to those ex­
posed. 

3. The responsibility for venereal disease control rests 
on each and every unit commander. Commanding off leers will 
put into effect measures to prevent the occurrence ot venereal 
diseases. 

4. Venereal prophylactic material is available for 
issue from the Quartermaster on the following basis: 

Condoms - six (6) per man per month. 
V-Packette Prophylactic Kits - two (2) per man per month. 

s. All personnel under Third Army control will be given 
a one-half (t) hour period of instruction on the use of the 
V~Packette /Prophylactic Kit including a demonstration on im• 
provised models. This instruction will be given by the unit 
surgeons if one is available and will be given to small groups 
consisting of not over. one platoon. 

6. Ll aadition, and at frequent intervals, there will 
be talks , on vane~ al disease by the unit commander, chaplain 
and surgeon. T~ese will be supplemented by improvised posters 
and the following training films and film strips when they ·are 
available: 

TF 8•1238 
TF • • • 
TF - • -
TF - • -
TF 8•57 
".rF 8•58 

TF 8•59 

Sex H7giene 
Know for sure 
Plain Facts 
With These Weapons 
Venereal Disease 
Venereal Diaeas • Prophylaxis 
Contro~ of Venereal Disease 
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RESTRICTED ----------
TRAINING MORANDUM: Instruction in Venereal Disease Control, 
Headquarters TUSA , dtd 10 May 1944 . (Continued) 

7 . It is not considered destrable to show all ot these 
training films and/or film strips at one time . One of these 
may be s hown at a time to supplement lectures and to make · 
all personnel constantly aware of the venereal disease 
problem. 

By command of Lieutenant General PATTON: 

DISTRIBUTIO : •xw C\ "c" 

/Sgd/ R. • Hartman1 

R •• HARTMAN , 
Lt . Ool., A. G.D. , 
Asst . Adj. Gen. 




