
Cells, Tissues, and Organs Surveillance System (CTOSS), 2020-2021
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Tissues involving adverse events 
(n=38), CTOSS 2011-2021

Number of tissues 
transplanted by 
participating provinces, 
CTOSS 2020-2021*

Total tissues transplanted based on 
tissue types, CTOSS 2020-2021
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12 TAEs were reported during 2020-2021.
The incidence rate was 0.66 TAEs/1,000 grafts.

38 transplantation adverse events (TAEs*) were 
reported during 2011-2021.

tissues were transplanted 
during 2020-2021.18,053

tissues were transplanted 
during 2011-2021. 68,955

of tissues transplanted in Canada are 
monitored through four participating 
provinces in CTOSS.

monitors adverse events related to 
transplantation of cells, tissues, 
and organs in Canada.

30%

CTOSS
The system started in 2011. Currently,
it only covers tissue transplants.
The link contains a detailed methodology
of surveillance.

2011

*For Alberta, AB 
Health Services 
covers Northern 
Alberta regions.

Despite an 
increased number 

of tissues 
transplanted
in 2020-2021, 

incidence rates of 
TAEs in Canada 

remain low

3,875

Tissues
Transplanted
2020-2021

12,150

4101,618
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*TAE: Any unintended or untoward medical occurrence that may be consequent or related to cells, tissues, or organs 
that are transplanted. An adverse event may be considered to be an incident or reaction.

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/surveillance/blood-safety-contribution-program/transfusion-transmitted-injuries-section/cells-tissue-organ-surveillance-system-ctoss.html

