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What we looked at significantly impact an offender’s ability to engage in
rehabilitation and programming.6 With such emotional

Although research has long demonstrated the link and behavioural difficulties, adjustment to the

between substance abuse and criminal behaviour, institutional environment will be extremely challenging

the connections between Traumatic Brain Injury for these individuals.

(TBI), substance abuse and criminality, the )

prevalence of TBI within correctional settings, and the What it means

specific needs of offenders with a TBI are complex
and poorly understood. We explore what is currently
known about TBI and substance abuse among
offenders in this brief literature review.

Research demonstrates the need for TBI prevalence
studies within correctional systems. ldentifying TBI
among offenders, and further study around the
complex interactions between TBI, substance abuse

What we found and criminality, are critical to advancing the
understanding of the rehabilitative needs of this

There is a strong association between TBI and population and ensuring programming for those with

substance abuse." The relationship between brain a TBIl is appropriately targeted to reduce recidivism.

injury and substance abuse is a considerable public

health problem given that substance abuse increases References

severity of injury. The coexistence of both substance
abuse and TBI has been well documented in the
correctional setting.2 Yet, we know little about how
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Evidence suggests that deficits like reduced impulse
control and aggressive tendencies among those with
a TBI play a role in violent and disruptive behaviour®
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deficits, irritability, anger control, and various
difficulties with inhibition or impulsivity can

i i+l
I*I %gg:onawewhe gmmmnel Canada



mailto:addictions.research@csc-scc.gc.ca�

